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them about their personal safety, protection and selfdefense. As an advocate, she shared statistics of
violence and crimes being committed among women
and children such as; domestic violence, rape, child
abduction and human trafficking. Ms. Freeman
demonstrated various self-defense tools, while sharing
important safety tips such as; 1) Always be aware of
your surroundings, 2) Choose well-lit parking areas, 3)
Walk confidently and walk with purpose, 4) If you can
run…Run! Don’t stay and fight!, 5) Have your selfdefense items out and ready to use. Lastly, 6) Always
lock your car and home doors as soon as you are inside.
All the UMW in attendance were so grateful for the
wisdom and resources shared on personal safety.

ROSEWOOD U.M.W. HOLDS
TEA PARTY FELLOWSHIP
On May 21, 2016, Rosewood United Methodist Women
celebrated their second Annual Tea Party. This was an
occasion that marked the celebration of the uniqueness
of the RUMC women. It was a moment of a new
adventure, sharing of our love, gifts, beauty, talents, and
renewal and strengthening of our faith in His service.
Beautiful women, young and old, entered the fellowship
hall with their lovely spring dresses, elegant hats and
positive spirits reflecting the love of God. The room
was beautifully decorated with pastel colored table
cloths, tea pot flower vases, elegant tea cups and
saucers, classy set ups for pastries, cookies, fruit tarts,
cup cakes, sandwiches, and other goodies.

(Continued on page 8)

RUMC CELEBRATES HEALTH
MINISTRY SUNDAY
For the first time, Health Ministry Sunday was
celebrated at Rosewood UMC on May 15, 2016.
Members working in the Health profession serve as
members. Prior to this event, the Health ministry
offered a CPR class on a Saturday in the Fellowship
Hall for a minimal fee of $ 10.00 for the American
Heart Association card. CPR instructor Genbert
Rosales provided the lecture and hands on training on
heart compression and Heimlich maneuver and every
participant was given a chance to do compression to a
mannequin. It was a different experience to lay people
who participated this class. Educational and fun!

UMW Tea Party group picture

The theme was “Empowering Women -- Through SelfDefense and Personal Protection”. The program
started with a hymn “Change My Heart, Oh God”
followed by the opening prayer by our Lay Leader,
Emillie Baradi, then a meditation shared by UMW
adviser Lou Diaz, based on 1 Timothy 4:12 “Don’t let
anyone look down on you because you are young, but
set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct,
in love, in faith and in purity”. This was followed by
the reading of the UMW Purpose by fellow UMW
adviser, Estela Baradi.

The Health Ministry purchased a device called AED
(Automated External Defibrillator) on February this
year. AED is a portable device that checks the heart
rhythm and can send electric shock to the heart to try
to restore normal rhythm. It is used to treat sudden
cardiac arrest. It is available in church and ready to
use should the need arise.

We were so blessed to have Ms. Evelyn Freeman, Vice
President of the West District UMW and an advocate
of the Damsel in Defense Program. This program was
designed to educate and empower women, teaching

The Health Ministry also provides a “Welcome Kit”
to first time worshippers of our church through the
courtesy of Cynthia Velicaria. The ministry also
(Continued on page 7)
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MANNA FROM HEAVEN
by Rev. Rudy Sumaling

JUNE 2016
THE DAY OF THE LORD
Zephaniah 1:4-6, 14-16; 2:3
Zephaniah, the ninth of the twelve Minor Prophets prophesied during the reign of King
Josiah (640–609 B.C.), making him a contemporary of Jeremiah, Nahum and perhaps
Habakkuk. He comes from the kingly lineage as he was great grandson of King Hezekiah
and therefore was privy to the life and culture of the people of God.
His prophesy was centered on the impending judgment of God upon the whole earth especially of the Israelite
people both from the Northern and Southern kingdoms because of their apostasy. This judgment is synonymous to
judgment at the end of the ages. The Israelites perpetrated their syncretistic worship because travelers admire it,
there is a great deal of good fancy and strong flame in it. They cannot keep to the pure worship of God whom they
have no visible representation and therefore, they must have an image to worship. Baal is a fertility god who was
believed to enable the earth to produce crops. They also worshiped him as a fertility god who provided children.
This worship was rooted in sensuality and involved ritualistic prostitution in the temples. It was on this particular
score that Zephaniah who is privy to their culture and day to day lives that prompted him to herald the warning of
their impending doom. To punch on the Prophet's expedient move almost all the prophets had warned Israel and
Judah of God's impending judgment upon their land (Isa. 13:9; Jer. 46:10; Ezekiel 30:3; Joel 331; Amos 5:20;
Obad. 15; Zech. 14:1; Mal. 4:1; and Zeph. 1:1-4; 14-16; 2:3) Look at his words in Zeph. 1:14-15, "The great day of
the Lord is near-Listen! The cry on the day of the Lord will be bitter... a day of distress and anguish, a day of
trouble and ruin, a day of darkness and gloom.
Those of us who are reading the Bible understands Bible prophecy that our present society is near its end. Our
society plunges more swiftly into almost total rebellion against God which triggers the mind to think, how much
longer time will God give us to awaken from our deep slumber so we can get back to him. Ponder on what 2 Tim.
3:1-5 say, "But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of
money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving,
slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure
rather than lovers of God - Having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with them."
On the other hand, the Lord's day is also characterized by a pouring out of divine blessing upon God’s people but
the challenge is for us to surrender our lives to him and allow him to control your life. Only God through his Son
can give us the surety, the much needed security that even we live in the midst of breaking of the family as basic
social structure, epidemic, atrocities, calamities and war, God will always takes us out and bring us to a place of
peace, comfort, and joy. The prophet presents us an assuring statement for us to take as a grain of salt in the hope
that we can make a final resolve to get back to him. Zeph. 2:3 states, "Seek the Lord, all you humble of the land,
you who do what he commands, Seek righteousness, seek humility; perhaps you will sheltered on the day of the
Lord's anger."
As a final inspiration to be filled by God's wisdom let us likewise be invited to think on what Thomas Aquinas, the
Roman Catholic Church greatest theologian who posited: 3 things are necessary for the salvation of man: to know
what he ought to believe; to know what he ought to desire; and to know what he ought to do. YOU WILL SURELY
FIND IT! "Ask and it will be given to you, seek and you will find it, knock and it will be opened unto

you." Matt. 7:7.

--- Pastor Rudy
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CHURCH SEASONS IN JUNE
The Christian Calendar is made up of seven seasons and 12 special Sundays or other days. The seasons of the year are centered
around the birth, life, death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, the sending of the Holy Spirit to the Church, and our
part in the Kingdom of God. Special Sundays and other days within the Christian Year serve as times to celebrate particular
events of importance to us as Methodists Christians. Different seasons of the Christian Year have liturgical colors and other
symbols associated with them to remind us of the meaning of the season.

The entire month of June is in the Season after Pentecost Sunday, or Kingdomtide (also referred to as
‘Ordinary Time’).
Sunday, June 12, 2016 – PHILIPPINE INDEPENDENCE SUNDAY – The Church’s celebration of Philippine
Independence (from Spain) which was declared on June 12, 1898 (also Araw ng Kalayaan, or National Day).
Sunday, June 19, 2016 - FATHER’S DAY - a day honoring our fathers and celebrating fatherhood, paternal bonds,
and the influence of fathers in society. It is celebrated on the third Sunday of June in 52 of the world's countries.
KINGDOMTIDE – Some United Methodists call the season after Pentecost “Kingdomtide” to emphasize Jesus’
teaching about the kingdom of God. This period is also referred to as “Ordinary Time” which are the Sundays
between the two great Christological cycles of Advent-Christmas-Epiphany and Lent-Easter-Pentecost. The shorter
period of Ordinary time between Epiphany and Lent is designated as “Sundays after Epiphany”. The longer period
between Pentecost and Advent is designated as “Sundays after Pentecost”, or Kingdomtide. (Green Vestments)

IMAGES OF HEALTH MINISTRY SUNDAY
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The United Methodist Men of Rosewood U.M.C.
INVITES YOU TO A:

A MASQUERADE BALL
Masquerade!
Paper faces on parade…
Masquerade!
Hide your face,
so the world will never find you…
(lyrics from “Masquerade” – “Phantom of the Opera”)

A Dinner/Dance at the Glendale Adult Recreation Center
201 East Colorado Blvd., Glendale, CA 91205

Saturday, 7:00 pm -- June 25, 2016
For particulars/tickets/donations please contact UMM Officers: Doux De Morelli (DM), President;
Mike Sabio, Gomer de Guzman, Vice Presidents, Perry Marciano, Rusty Tuazon, Treasurers
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IMAGES OF MOTHER’S DAY at ROSEWOOD
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annual vacation in Pampanga. She used to go home to
check on her bottled water business which she said is
doing well. She look rested, radiant and happy.
BOT PROJECTS -- A new projector for our multimedia system has just been installed to enhance our
worship service on Sundays. Thank you to the Worship
Committee led by Sean and Jojo Flores for
coordinating the project. We also extend our gratitude
to Allan Mulligan, Ernie Mañacop and Roy Caballero
who helped in its installation. Scaffolding needed to be
assembled in order to install the projector and to
repair/replace the lighting for the altar area. The same
work crew also secured the playground and repaired the
existing fencing and secured the area prior to the major
final repairs that will be done to the playground fence.
Also, to avoid clutter and any tripping hazard on the
side aisles heading toward the choir lofts, Allan Mulligan
and Chip Aquino mounted the huge speakers that the
ChristWalk Band uses to the upper corners of the
sanctuary. Alan, Chip and Freddie Gonzales with the
help of Val Poblete (who donated the paint) painted the
entire altar area with a fresh coat of paint as part of the
work of the BOT proposed projects. All these projects
have been free of costs with all labor and materials being
donated by the people who have worked the tasks.

POTPOURRI ... ABOUT OUR
MEMBERS…ANNOUNCEMENTS… ATBP…
PRAYERS FOR HEALING --For Isauro “Bert” Baradi had a broken
hip surgery at Kaiser Permanente in Los
Angeles last week. He fell while doing his
garden work. He’s the beloved husband
of Estel Baradi.
- for Ate Estel’s sister Claring Ranchez was hospitalized
because of stomach pain the same week as Manong
Bert was admitted. She is at St. Vincent Hospital, Los
Angeles.
- for Levie Mendoza was rushed to an emergency last
Sunday due to vomiting and dizziness which she
thought cause by high blood pressure. Thanks God for
it is just a minor one, a vertigo. She was discharged
three hour after.
- for Ding Lapus as he is recovering fast from his lung
surgery last May 25 at the Arcadia United Methodist
Hospital. The best news of it was the lump taken from
his lungs was cancer free. Prayers truly bring miracles.
His family would like to thank everyone for your love
and prayers.
TRAVEL MERCIES – To attend to family business
matters, Edilyn Joan Ramos will be in the Philippines
from June 13 to August 13. With her on this trip are her
daughters Gabbie and Jireh. They will stay in their
parents’ (the late Ka Rely and Ka Leonor Brazal) house
in Camias, Quezon City.
Melvin Gonzales had his oath taking in the US Army
yesterday, June 2 at MEPS, E Grand Avenue, El
Segundo. He is leaving for Georgia on August 29, 2016.
Melvin is the son of Freddie and Lowella Gonzales,
newcomers to the Rosewood UMC family.
Congratulations Melvin! Our prayers are with you as you
serve our country.

THANK YOU!! – Our deepest gratitude to the Youth
Band for taking over one Sunday in the Praise and
Worship portion of our service while the Christwalk
Band was on leave.
&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&

Pilipino Bible Study & Fellowship
Tuesday, 6:30 pm
Leader: Ed Mañacop
English Bible Study & Fellowship
Thursday, 10:30 am
Leader: Pastor Rudy Sumaling
&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&

(Continued from page 10 “…Phil. Independence…”)

years. More than 4,000 Americans perished suppressing
the Philippines–more than 10 times the number killed in
the Spanish-American War. More than 20,000 Filipino
insurgents were killed, and an unknown number of
civilians perished.

WELCOME BACK! -- Tata Roger Dagdag and his
friend Soledad Vigilia were back from their 2-month
vacation in the Philippines. Both were beaming a happy
smile when they came to church on Sunday, May 29.
They looked so refreshed and becoming as well. Their
hometown vacation really made a difference.
Also back to our fold is Rose Galang from her 6 months

In 1935, the Commonwealth of the Philippines was
established with U.S. approval, and Manuel Quezon was
elected the country’s first president. On July 4, 1946, full
independence was granted to the Republic of the
Philippines by the United States. – from History.com
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In Our HEARTS
and in our
PRAYERS…

JUNE
CELEBRANTS
Birthdays:
2 – Joel Pableo
4 – Caia Ivy Bessler, Wynnie Ramirez
7 – Joyce Voss
10 – Sally Flores
12 – Aaliyah Tuazon
16 – Joan Edilyn Ramos
17 – Aaron Nathan Fajardo
20 – Grace Lapus, Mary Ann Kurihara
22 – Glenn Padolina
24 – Kyle Velasco
25 – Angelene Peralta
26 – Cutie Aquino
29 – Allyssa and Allysson Lingad
30 – Robin Ramirez

Anniversaries :
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June

1 – Perry & Ayra Quinn -- 3rd
2 – Jose & Veronica Bauzon -- 12th
4 – Edwin & Elaine Abrena -- 39th
5 – Ted & Levie Mendoza -- 56th
8 – Lito & Presi Laciste -- 33rd
12 – Pastor Roy & Sonia Padilla -- 41st
14 – James & Annie Riehl -- 43rd
20 – Ernie & Amy Manacop -- 36th
25 – Manny & Emilie Baradi -- 49th
28 – Randie & Cerna Serquina -- 12th
29 – Perry & Clem Marciano -- 42nd
29 – Keith & Robin Carpenter -- 7th

a). For Healing & Recovery:
Within the Church Community:
Ted Quiton, Levie Mendoza, Ding Lapus, Bob Evans,
Gloria Litonjua, Romeo Vidola, Gomer de Guzman,
Pastor Rudy Sumaling, Pastor Roy Padilla, Pastor Egay
Refuerzo, Levi Lopez, Glenn Padolina, Lucas Jimeno,
Paul & Miriam Blanco, Connie Baradi, Allan Mulligan,
Manny Ferrer, Sam Romano, Aida Tumangan, Katie
Gaitanou, Lourdes Delgado, Cecilia Manuel, Susan
Angeles, Arlita Stephens, Ruth Mañacop, Patsy
Sapinoso, Bert Mendoza, Christie Mañacop.
Friends and Relatives of Members:
Dolores Tumangan, Bert Baradi, Claring Sanchez, Davis
Soria, Doroteo la Madrid, Roy Lopez, Maya Nunag,
Romina
Fabriquer,
Bebot
Gambol, Em Fajardo, Benny and
Naty
Reyes, James
Lamas,
Benjamin Asis, Jr., Tess Bell,
Georgia Gaitanou, Willy Medina,
Atring Mirandilla, Flor Ella del Mar, Luisa la
Madrid, Shawn Nelson, Michael Beshears, Adelaida
Angeles, Cesar, Annie and Patrick Anson, Sonny Umali,
Mel de Pano, Winnie Martinez, Mauricio O’Neil, Robert
Buktaw, Debra Weltman, Lino Carolino, Cris Michelena
Ely Salvador, Precioso Salvador Jr, Sabio Family.
b). For Strength, Guidance and Protection:
Jonathan Cerbas, Benita Reyes, Estela Querido, Ryan
Querido, Marissa Zagala; Joanne Currie, Tzina
Simeonides, Family of Rae Mirandilla, Pining Pascual,
Doray Morales, Ed Manacop, Nestor Bautista, and Mil
Virata;
Nora
Martinez, Andrew
Lopez,
Elijah
Angeles, Nita & Elijah Girgis, Rebecca Rivera, Andres
and Crispina Lodriguito, Thelma C. Magat & Family.
c). Job Opportunities:
Freddie and Lowella Gonzales, Nestor Bautista.
&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&

(Continued from page 1 “…Health Ministry…”)

offers Blood Pressure check and first aid treatment for
members in need while in church. Church members can
approach anyone from the Health Ministry for these
services.
It is the desire of the membership to make our church’s
Health Ministry strong and to be of service to the
church and the community in the name of our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ.
--- by Susan Dizon
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COMING UP - ON OUR CHURCH
RUMC COMMUNITY OUTREACH MINISTRIES:

CALENDAR for JUNE

Let us continue to reach out to the less
fortunate brethren in our community

JUNE 4 , SATURDAY, 10 AM -- IMMIGRATION CLINIC

/CITIZENSHIP ASSISTANCE WORKSHOP

June 4, Saturday, 10:00 am --Immigration Clinic/Citizen Assistance
Workshop @ Lancaster UMC

@ LANCASTER UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

JUNE 11, SAT. 7:30 AM – PRAYER BREAKFAST
@ THE RUMC STUDY HALL

June 17, Friday, 1:00 to 4:00 pm --- Food Distribution Ministry
@ RUMC Church Facility

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

JUNE 12 – 4TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
PHILIPPINE INDEPENDENCE SUNDAY
(PLEASE WEAR FILIPINO ATTIRE)
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

July 1, Friday, 1:00 pm --- Food Distribution @ Rosewood Gardens
Community Center

JUNE 16-18 -- CAL- PAC ANNUAL CONFERENCE
@ THE UNIVERSITY OF REDLANDS
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

JUNE 17, FRIDAY – FOOD DISTRIBUTION MINISTRY
1:00 PM @ ROSEWOOD UMC
7:00 PM -- MASIGASIG BIBLE STUDY
@ THE LAPUS RESIDENCE

(Continued from page 1 “…UMW Tea Party”)
After the presentation and inspiring intermission song
by the sisters Jeuvalyne and Eileen Poblete, it was time
to party! Sipping their teas and nibbling on some
sweets, everyone enjoyed the food and fellowship. Lou
Diaz also introduced several brain twister games, “ The
Prize Is Right “ using a visual aid of cut out pictures of
various items used during the party, “Guessing Game”
of different drinks and beverages, and a “Blind Drawing
“ of a tea cup and saucer using a paper plate and
colored pencils placed on your head.

9036 Damon St., Rosemead, 91770; (626) 287-5049
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

JUNE 19 -- 5TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

FATHER’S DAY
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

JUNE 24, FRIDAY -- 7:00 PM -- MASIGASIG BIBLE STUDY
@ THE LAPUS RESIDENCE

9036 Damon St., Rosemead, 91770; (626) 287-5049
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

JUNE 25, 7:30 AM – PRAYER BREAKFAST
@ ROSEWOOD UMC
7:00 PM -- UMM MASQUERADE BALL
@ THE GLENDALE ADULT RECREATION CENTER

The highlight of the party was the recognition and
awarding of gifts and prizes to the most elegant hat,
Lois Price of the Echo Park UMC and Best Spring Hat,
Zenaida Tumangan. Best spring dress, Lady Monilla
and Angel Austria. For best spring overall Ms. UMW
awarded to Edilyn Ramos and Myrna Vidola, and
unique and elegant tea cup awarded to Mary Ann
Castro and Crispina Lodriguito and to the winners of
the games. The event was full of joy and laughter as
everyone enjoyed the fellowship and the spirit of being
one family. Indeed, we are so grateful that our Echo
Park UMCW and Holman UMC extended family Lois
Price, Jennifer Ceniceros, Jesse Gilbert, and Gregoria
Decoro were able to celebrate with us on this second
Annual Rosewood UMC Women Tea Party. We look
forward to have more fellowship and celebrations with
them as we continue in His service.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

JUNE 26 -- 6TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

RECOGNITION OF ROSEWOOD U.M.C. GRADUATES
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

JULY 2, SAT., 9:00 AM – CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
@ THE RUMC STUDY HALL
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

This event was made possible with the dedication and
commitment of our leaders and the support of our
members. May we continue to serve Him unconditionally. To God Be the Glory!
--- by Eunice Poblete
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IMAGES OF THE ROSEWOOD UNITED METHODIST WOMEN TEA PARTY

IMAGES OF OUR GUEST PREACHERS AT ROSEWOOD

Bishop Leo Soriano

Rev. Percival Gregorio
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Bishop Ciriaco Francisco

(Continued from page 12 “…Phil. Independence…”)

13, the mock Battle of Manila was staged, and the
Americans kept their promise to keep the Filipinos out
after the city passed into their hands.

RUMC 2016 Annual Family Retreat
September 9-11 @ the Oaks Camp and
Conference Center at Lake Hughes, CA
We bid everyone at Rosewood to prepare and mark their
calendar for this much anticipated event. The rate for a
two and a half day period that includes five meals is $134
for adults and $94 for children. An optional rate is
available for lodges which is good for the elderly and
families with small children. There are two routes going
to the site from Rosewood: one is via 5 North, the other is
through CA-14 North. The estimated travel time is one
hour and a half or less depending on traffic.
FOR INFORMATION: To access developments and
information about this year’s Retreat via our church’s
website --- "www.rosewoodumc.com" on the address bar of
any browser (IE, Mozilla Firefox, Chrome, etc.) and press
‘Enter’ which will take you to the home page. In the
"News" section of the home page you will see Annual
Spiritual Retreat. Click on "Read More" and this will take
you to the details of the retreat (i.e. location of this year’s
venue – directions, dates, and current going rate, etc.).

The Oaks -- Cabin facility

Registration forms are available. The number of tentative
attendees will be posted so everyone can gauge what the
going rate is. After filling out the registration forms (which
are available at the church office and on the table at the
Narthex), please drop them in the offering plates at
Offertory, or in the drop box for Retreat application forms
at the church office. All registration forms and payments
should have been submitted by August 9, 2016. If you
have any questions or concerns, please call or email Roy
Caballero [(818)390-5032; e-mail--roy.lc@att.net]; Sean
Flores [(818) 434-9835; sflores28@yahoo.com] and Ed
Mañacop [(323) 791-9530; edmanacop@yahoo.com].
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While the Americans occupied Manila and planned
peace negotiations with Spain, Aguinaldo convened a
revolutionary assembly, the Malolos, in September.
They drew up a democratic constitution, the first ever
in Asia, and a government was formed with Aguinaldo
as president in January 1899. On February 4, what
became known as the Philippine Insurrection began
when Filipino rebels and U.S. troops skirmished inside
American lines in Manila. Two days later, the U.S.
Senate voted by one vote to ratify the Treaty of Paris
with Spain. The Philippines were now a U.S. territory,
acquired in exchange for $20 million in compensation
to the Spanish.
In response, Aguinaldo formally launched a new
revolt–this time against the United States. The rebels,
consistently defeated in the open field, turned to
guerrilla warfare, and the U.S. Congress authorized the
deployment of 60,000 troops to subdue them. By the
end of 1899, there were 65,000 U.S. troops in the
Philippines, but the war dragged on. Many antiimperialists in the United States, such as Democratic
presidential candidate William Jennings Bryan,
opposed U.S. annexation of the Philippines, but in
November 1900 Republican incumbent William
McKinley was reelected, and the war continued.
On March 23, 1901, in a daring operation, U.S. General
Frederick Funston and a group of officers, pretending
to be prisoners, surprised Aguinaldo in his stronghold
in the Luzon village of Palanan and captured the rebel
leader. Aguinaldo took an oath of allegiance to the
United States and called for an end to the rebellion, but
many of his followers fought on. During the next year,
U.S. forces gradually pacified the Philippines. In an
infamous episode, U.S. forces on the island of Samar
retaliated against the massacre of a U.S. garrison by
killing all men on the island above the age of 10. Many
women and young children were also butchered.
General Jacob Smith, who directed the atrocities, was
court-martialed and forced to retire for turning Samar,
in his words, into a “howling wilderness.”
In 1902, an American civil government took over
administration of the Philippines, and the three-year
Philippine insurrection was declared to be at an end.
Scattered resistance, however, persisted for several
(Concluded on page 6)

UNITED METHODIST QUESTIONS
UNITED METHODIST ANSWERS
EXPLORING CHRISTIAN FAITH

By F. Belton Joyner

13. POLITY
74). What is a Conference?
From the days of Wesley, Otterbein, and Albright, and through the times of painful division and the times of pure
delight, United Methodists in all their configurations have been a people of conference (Acts 15:6). The very word
“conference” reflects the United Methodist understanding that God has chosen us for a connected community, one
that confers, one that decides together, one that holds each responsible to the other, one that seeks to do together
what can best be done together (see question 31). United Methodism exists in a series of interrelated conferences.
Charge Conference: This is an annual (or called) meeting for the elected leaders of a local church (or
occasionally, for the entire congregation). It connects the local church to the rest of United Methodism; the district
superintendent (or an elder named by the superintendent) presides. At this meeting, officers are elected, property
matters are handled, reports and plans for ministry are exchanged, and oversight is given of the church council
(which handles the day-to-day administrative and spiritual affairs of the local church). If more than one local
church is by the same pastor, these churches come together for the charge conference. The charge conference
recommends persons who seek to be candidates for ordained ministry.
District Conference: If an annual conference requires it, churches in a region (called a district) meet for district
business. (A few districts are organized by congregational demographics rather than geography). The role of the
district varies around United Methodism.
Annual Conference: The annual conference is the basic body of the church. Here, clergy members and lay
members (elected at charge conference) come together to vote on proposed changes to the constitution, to elect
delegates to jurisdictional/central and general conferences, to name those who are to be appointed, to approve those
to be ordained, to plan for common financial and programmatic life, and to hear the pastoral appointments for the
ensuing year. The geographic size of annual conferences varies around the world; in the United States there are
sixty-four annual conferences, but the number changes as mergers and expansions occur.
Jurisdictional/Central Conference: In the United States, larger regional bodies (five for the entire country) are
called jurisdictional conferences. Outside the United States, these entities are called central conferences (seven
around the world, although that number can change). Although the conferences at this level do varying amounts of
program ministry, their main assignment is the quadrennial (every four years) election of bishops. Delegates to the
jurisdictional and central conferences are elected by annual conferences.
General Conference: Every four years, United Methodists from around the world
come as delegates to the General Conference. I addition to revising, clarifying and
editing the Book of Discipline, the delegates (chosen by annual conferences) set
mission goals, determine organizational patterns, decide financial apportionments,
and make statements on behalf of the entire denomination. Only the General
Conference can speak for the United Methodist Church. The membership is limited to one thousand or fewer, with
each annual conference getting its number of delegates (lay and clergy), based on a formula that roughly reflects
membership totals. Sleep with this under your pillow tonight. I’m sure it will make more sense in the morning.
Refining fire, go through my heart, illuminate my soul; scatter thy life through every part and sanctify the whole
Another question: What does it mean for a United Methodist to say, “Conference is not they, conference is we”?
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By late 1897, the revolutionaries had been driven into
the hills southeast of Manila, and Aguinaldo negotiated
an agreement with the Spanish. In exchange for
financial compensation and a promise of reform in the
Philippines, Aguinaldo and his generals would accept
exile in Hong Kong. The rebel leaders departed, and
the Philippine Revolution temporarily was at an end.

1898:
Philippine
Independence
Declared
(A brief history)

During the Spanish-American War, Filipino rebels led
by Emilio Aguinaldo proclaimed the independence of
the Philippines after 300 years of Spanish rule. By midAugust, Filipino rebels and U.S. troops had ousted the
Spanish, but Aguinaldo’s hopes for independence were
dashed when the United States formally annexed the
Philippines as part of its peace treaty with Spain.

In April 1898, the Spanish-American War broke out
over Spain’s brutal suppression of a rebellion in Cuba.
The first in a series of decisive U.S. victories occurred
on May 1, 1898, when the U.S. Asiatic Squadron under
Commodore George Dewey annihilated the Spanish
Pacific fleet at the Battle of Manila Bay in the
Philippines. From his exile, Aguinaldo made
arrangements with U.S. authorities to return to the
Philippines and assist the United States in the war
against Spain. He landed on May 19, rallied his
revolutionaries, and began liberating towns south of
Manila. On June 12, he proclaimed Philippine
independence and established a provincial government,
of which he subsequently became head.

The Philippines, a large island archipelago situated off
Southeast Asia, was colonized by the Spanish in the
latter part of the 16th century. Opposition to Spanish
rule began among Filipino priests, who resented
Spanish domination of the Roman Catholic churches in
the islands. In the late 19th century, Filipino
intellectuals and the middle class began calling for
independence. In 1892, the Katipunan, a secret
revolutionary society, was formed in Manila, the
Philippine capital on the island of Luzon. Membership
grew dramatically, and in August 1896 the Spanish
uncovered the Katipunan’s plans for rebellion, forcing
premature action from the rebels. Revolts broke out
across Luzon, and in March 1897, 28-year-old Emilio
Aguinaldo became leader of the rebellion.

His rebels, meanwhile, had encircled the Spanish in
Manila and, with the support of Dewey’s squadron in
Manila Bay, would surely have conquered the Spanish.
Dewey, however, was waiting for U.S. ground troops,
which began landing in July and took over the Filipino
positions surrounding Manila. On August 8, the
Spanish commander informed the United States that he
would surrender the city under two conditions: The
United States was to make the advance into the capital
look like a battle, and under no conditions were the
Filipino rebels to be allowed into the city. On August
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