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Attendees will participate in and be 
able to apply strategies for playful 
design and collaboration in their 
exhibitions and organizations.

Attendees will understand how 
designing for children in our 
organizations is better for all of 
the audiences that we serve.

Attendees will see how working with 
children can benefit organizational 
culture, inspire innovative practices, 
and be a form of self-care for staff.
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OUTCOMES

PRESENTATION PLAN 

NICOLE CROMARTIE

KRIS NESBITT 

MEGAN DICKERSON 

BAILEY PLACZEK 

MEGAN DICKERSON Presentation • 10 minutes

BREAK-OUT ROOM: Imagination/play activity and share out • 10 minutes

KRIS NESBIT Presentation• 10 minutes

BAILEY PLACZEK / NICOLE CROMARTIE Presentation • 10 minutes

BREAK-OUT ROOM: Brainstorm gallery text with no words • 10 minutes

WRAP-UP: Conversation with Q&A • 10 minutes

DESIGN FORUM

Join NAME for a design forum series dedicated to interpretive exhibit planning  
and design in the museum industry.

A MEETING PLACE WHERE EXHIBIT DESIGN 
IDEAS CAN BE EXCHANGED AND 
CREATIVITY CAN BE NURTURED.

October 19, 2022 
from 1:00-2:00 EST

S E R I E S

PLACES OF POSSIBILITY:  
HOW CHILDREN TRANSFORM OUR DESIGN PRACTICES
Children’s desire for play is so strong, they 
can play their way out of anything. We’ve seen 
this throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, with 
children finding new ways to play online and 
with social distancing guidelines. As cultural 
organizations, we must acknowledge the 
impact of the pandemic on the learning and 
emotional wellbeing of children—an audience 
whose foundational brain development 
depends on healthy play. When we invite 
children into our spaces, we also invite the 
adults who accompany them. This practice is 
especially powerful if we apply an inclusive 
lens to welcome all families. Now, more than 
ever, is the time to center children, not only to 
make our spaces welcoming and meaningful 
for them, but also to consider how adopting 
their perspectives elicits joy and innovation in 
our work. How can we take inspiration from 
children’s play in exhibition design practices 
to make our cultural organizations places of 
possibility, curiosity, and joy?

This hour-long forum will be facilitated by 
professionals from a range of institutions 
whose practices have been galvanized by 
children. These presenters are contributing 
authors in Exhibition’s Spring 2022 issue 

SPEAKER BIOS

name-aam.org/upcoming-events
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focused on “Putting Children First.” Each 
presenter will briefly introduce how their 
organization has approached learning 
from/with children in order to thoughtfully 
design exhibitions and spaces for this 
important audience. The session will 
include breakout rooms with discussion 
and activities influenced by exercises the 
presenters have facilitated with children 
in their own planning to inspire playful 
approaches to label writing, exhibition 
design, and exploring new possibilities 
across departments in your organizations.

is the director of education and programs at the Clyfford Still Museum in Denver, 
Colorado. She is 15 years into her journey as a museum educator, with experience in 
museum interpretation, public programming, evaluation, research, and curation. Early learning 
and collaboration in museums are her dual passions and fundamental to her thinking on 
making museum experiences meaningful, relevant, inclusive, and enjoyable for all. In 2021, 
Routledge published Cromartie’s first book, Evaluating Early Learning: Planning for our 
Youngest Visitors. Evaluating Early Learning presents developmentally appropriate and 
culturally relevant practices for engaging early learners and their families in museums. She 
has previously held positions at the High Museum of Art, the Center for Civil and Human 
Rights, and Visual Understanding in Education. Cromartie holds a MA in Curatorial Practice 
from California College of the Arts and a BA in Art History from the University of Florida. 

is an independent consultant for museums and previously served as Chief Strategic 
Initiatives Officer at Chicago History Museum. She has expertise in exhibit planning for 
a range of museum types, including zoos, botanic gardens and parks.  Before joining CHM 
in 2019, she was Senior Director, Exhibits and Experience Development at Shedd Aquarium. 
There, she initiated Shedd’s award winning Access and Inclusion program. She was the 
winner of the AAM John Cotton Dana Award for Leadership in 2019.  She is a board member 
for the Chicago Cultural Accessibility Consortium. 

is a curator, designer and playworker who co-creates spaces where all can play. 
Her twenty year career in museums and civic engagement has included posts at Boston 
Children’s Museum, the Peabody Essex Museum and MASS MoCA, as well as leadership of 
public art initiatives such as the Berwick Research Institute. At The New Children’s Museum, 
the contemporary art museum for children, the community-based exhibition model she 
cultivated resulted in 15 transformative art installations, including Wes Bruce’s The Wonder 
Sound. Megan holds a BA in History (Architecture and Urban Planning), a MA in Play and 
Playwork and an MBA in Next Economy, and lectures on play and space at the University of 
San Diego. In her current role as Director of Exhibits at Birch Aquarium at Scripps, Megan 
leads a team of designers who are finding ways to communicate critical climate science in 
experiential ways. 

is CSM’s associate curator and research and project manager for Clyfford Still’s 
catalogue raisonné. Placzek has been actively engaged in CSM’s curatorial program and 
the inventory, research, and documentation of every work in the Museum’s collection since 
before its opening in 2011. Curatorial projects include You Select: A Community-Curated 
Exhibition (2022); Clyfford Still, Art, and the Young Mind (2022); A Decade of Discovery: 
Clyfford Still in Denver (2021–22), and Still: Elemental (2019). Placzek’s work at CSM is linked 
by her objective to advance access to collections, promote art’s ability to foster connections 
among humanity across time, and deconstruct curatorial practice to make museum work 
more transparent, collaborative, and fun. Placzek received dual BA degrees in Art History and 
Painting from the University of Kansas, and a MA in Art History from the University of Denver. 
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