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Ya’a’teeh All,

I hope that you are doing well and that you are ready to jump into a conversation surrounding

Murdered and Missing Indigenous Peoples (MMIP). This conversation continues to gather momentum

as we bring more relatives into the know of what is happening to our lands and communities. In this

zine, we will explore the following: settler colonialism, extractive industries, Bordertown violence,

violence towards our relatives, barriers to jump, the impacts of Covid-19, grassroots organizing, how

to support the movement, and resources that can be easily be shared out. 

I realize that this is a BIG conversation to have and my intention for today is to provide an

accessible understanding of MMIP to help readers grow their awareness so we can share this

information with our relatives and meet them where they are at in their own understanding.  I would

like to acknowledge that MMIP is a global issue that affects many Indigenous peoples around the

world and many are organizing in their own communities as well. I will do my best to include

resources and suggestions to learn more information in this zine with the hope that it will help you

in your learning journey.

Just a heads up, for the purpose of this conversation, I will use Indigenous to refer to Native peoples

on a global level, and Native to refer to Native peoples within the US. Because I am based out of

the Southwest, I also will be using MMIP to be inclusive of all that have been taken through

gendered-based violence.

Keioshiah P. is a Diné Queer Femme from

the Four Corners region of Dinébikeyah and

is proud to come from a long line of fierce

Diné relatives whose resiliency and

knowledge grows even through ongoing

settler colonization. They are an organizer

for the @RezCondomTour and a

reproductive justice enthusiast who is

working on strengthening their skills as a

Sex Educator & Aerialist.
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LETTER FROM KP 
(CONT'D)

 

I will be speaking mostly from my own lived experience that has shaped my

understanding of MMIP and acknowledge that I still have much more to learn about it

from relatives in the movement. It is also important to also acknowledge that the way

that I have gathered this information is through my time at the University of New Mexico

in the Native American Program where I focused on Indigenous Feminism and

Indigenous Queer Theory and working in the domestic violence/sexual assualt field

(DVSA). My understanding is grounded in my own experiences as a Diné queer femme

who grew up in a Bordertown and knowing that I can only speak from my own lived

experience which has shaped my perspective over time through my involvement and

love that is grounded in my community and Territory.

As a Diné queer femme and organizer, I am forever intertwined into this movement as a

being who has lost clan relatives and friends to this continuous wave of violence. This

requires my attention and I hope to shed some light into this issue that ultimately affects

us all. I long for the day where I do not see a missing persons flyer.

I would like to acknowledge and honor the grassroots efforts by our relatives on the

ground, especially by Indigenous queer young folx on the front lines of many direct

actions. I would also like to give a shoutout to the amazing organizations who are doing

the work on the ground that we should all be supporting at this time which include the

Sovereign Bodies Project, Coalition to Stop Violence Against Native Women, The Red

Nation, National Indigenous Women’s Resource Center, and many more. We will thrive in

our survivance under settler colonial institutions and systems of oppression because of

the sacrifice of radicals before us, and we will continue through of the voices of our

young folx and LGBTQ2S+ relatives.

 My hope for this zine is to help readers feel more informed on the topics covered and

motivated to expand their understanding on MMIP and the effects of settler colonialism

on our lands and bodies. I also hope that readers will share this with their networks and

support efforts by Indigenous peoples. 

Now that you have a little more insight on where I am coming from, let's get started!

 



"US Policies and actions related to

Indigneous peoples, though often termed

"racist" or "discriminatory", are rarely

depicted as what they are: classic cases of

imperialism and a particular form of

colonialism (1&2)."

 

"The history of the United States is a history

of settler colonialism - the founding of a

state based on the idealogy of white

supremacy, the widespread practice of

African slavery, and a policy of genocide and

land theft (2)."

AN INDIGENOUS PEOPLES' HISTORY

OF THE UNITED STATES BY

ROXANNE DUNBAR-ORTIZ

Settler
Colonialism 

The legacy of settler-colonial violence

reverberates through our lands and bodies. As

a Diné person, I see the many ways that settler

colonialism has impacted my life and continues

to share the reality that I am in under the

settler Nation-State (America). 

To the right, there is a quote by Roxanne

Dunbar Ortiz - please read it. If there is one

thing I would like for readers to take from this

zine is that settler colonialism is a genocidal

structure.

Settler colonialism is the framework that

America uses to justify violence, and suppress

the voices and resistance of BIPOC. Patrick

Wolfe (2006) states that Settler colonialism “is

a structure and not an event.” This framework is

a strategic move to normalize violence within

systems, institutions, policies, and within the

greater society to actively limit the access to

resources and land for Indigenous peoples. This

is not an event that happened in the past,

rather it is ongoing and continues to violently

target Indigenous lands, natural resources, and

Indigenous peoples.

I am sharing this because I want to draw a

picture of how this society normalizes violence

for Indigenous peoples as part of the

“American Dream.” This structure of settler

colonialism is built upon stolen land, broken

promises, and the ongoing genocide of our

relatives.

 

Left Top Pic: Personal Photo, Taken

in Santa Rosa, NM. 2019.

 

Right Bottom Pic:  Personal Photo,

Taken in Santa Rosa, NM. 2019. 



Extractive
Industries 

&
Bordertowns

"The Committee heard from

several persons who believe that

harassment of Native Americans by

white persons, especially youth, is

a continuing practice in

Farmington. This includes acts of

ethnic intimidation; threats of

physical violence, assaults, and

other potential hate crimes (49)."

THE FARMINGTON REPORT, NEW

MEXICO ADVISORY COMMITTEE

TO THE U.S. COMMISSION ON

CIVIL RIGHTS

Extractive industries and Bordertown violence

unfortunately go hand in hand when we are

talking about MMIP in Indigenous communities.

Extractive Industries are the outside corporations

that seek to take natural resources from the land

such as water, oil, coal, gas, and uranium.

Bordertown’s are the towns and cities that run

alongside the borders of Native Nations. In order

for the extractive industries to be sustained long-

term in rural areas, housing units are set up for the

workers which are often referred to as Man

camps. And, where do you think the workers go on

their days off? Yep, Bordertowns. The Red Nation

podcast has some really great info on this on their

podcast titled “MMIWG Land, Bodies, & Consent

with Cheyenne Antonio, Marissa Naranjo, and

Melanie Yazzie.”

Since I am grounded in New Mexico, the

bordertowns I am most familiar with include

Farmington, Albuquerque, Gallup, Grants, and

Flagstaff because they are along the Navajo

Nation. I have seen the effects that extractive

industries have in my own community and on my

own body. One example that has impacted my life

heavily is the Gold King Mine Spill of 2015 where

thousands of gallons of toxic waste spilled into

the San Juan River (Davis, 2019). I continue to feel

the intense feelings of loss and hopelessness that

came with it as a result. 

The felt effects of settler colonialism continue to

affect our everyday life. If there is one thing I

would like for readers to take away is that this is a

real issue, and we are still navigating around

injustice and violence everywhere. 

 

 

Left bottom Pic: Gold King Mine Spill

(2015), Source-Durango Herald

 

Right Top Pic: Fracking Rig, Source -

Forbes Magazine.



Violence Towards
Indigenous Women

&
 LGBTQ2S+

Relatives

“History teaches us that

durin times of crisis violence

escalates; indeed, the

proliferation of violence

against the land has been

directly related to attaches

on Indigenous women’s

bodies (8).”

- Faith Spotted Eagle,

(Direct quote - Estes, Our

History is our Future)

 

 

 

Left bottom Pic: Personal Photo, Taken

on Sandia Mountian, NM. 2020. 

 

Right Top Pic: Personal Photo, Taken on

Sandia Mountian, NM. 2020.

Settler colonialism, extractive industries,

Bordertown violence, and racism become the

framework that enables violence to come into our

communities. This not only affects our homelands

and people but it also targets our LGBTQ2S+

relatives, who we know as sacred and needed in

our communities. 

Our Indigenous women and LGBTQ2S+ relatives

are at an increased risk of being harmed through

sexual violence. Please take a look at the above

quote at the top of the page by Faith Spotted

Eagle once more. What Spotted Eagle is stating is

that we are tied to our land and not separate from

the gendered-based violence that exists in our

communities and territories. Violence against our

lands then is violence against our bodies. 

As an Indigenous person to this land, I understand

this as part of the land-body connection that I

experience living in this reality because I grew up

in a bordertown surrounded by extractive

industries and traveling most of my life alongside

highway 550. I also am a Diné Queer Femme

which only heightens my susceptibility to violence

on my own territory. This cycle of violence is

central to gaining access to land and resources.

Now is the time to do our best to show up for our

relatives because we need everyone in this

movement and no one is disposable.



Navigating 
Impossible Barriers

 & Covid-19

Over the last decade, I've noticed that there has

been so much movement and calls to actions for

our MMIP relatives by families, relatives, Native

Nations, and Communities affected by the

epidemic.

Even before the onset of the Covid-19 global

pandemic, there were numerous barriers of

service that allied for MMIP to continue to be an

issue. Some of the barriers include needing to

navigate between federal, state, county, and

Tribal jurisdiction when relatives engage with

law enforcement. This many times turns into a

cat and mouse chase to find our who and what

agencies have jurisdiction and complicated

further when the area is checkerboard, like it

Eastern Navajo Nation along Highway 550

(Nelson, 2020). 

There is also a strain on many essential services

such as emergency medicine, mental health

counseling, family services, and the foster care

system. This is because of the limited funds

allocated to meeting the basic needs for overall

wellness, especially in rural communities. 

Let's also not forget that there is a global

pandemic that puts an additional strain on the

existing resources while also triggering previous

trauma and hardship while at the same time

maintaining social distance precautions (NIWRC,

24:13). The impact of this epidemic will have

lasting effects on every human being on this

earth.

 

Left Top Pic: Personal Photo, Taken

in Santa Fe, NM. 2020. 

 

Right Bottom Pic: Personal Photo,

Taken on Sandia Mountain. 2020. 

“All of this can trigger us

because it is the

reenactment and fears of

prior traumas that we

expereinces so we have

those multilayers and the

imposed on the collective

trauma's were dealing

with.”

 

- Maria Yellow Horse Brave

Heart (NIWRC, 24:13)

 



The ancestors prayers are manifesting into

reality under this current political climate with

the fierce response from Indigenous women

and LGBTQ2S+ relatives who are at the front

lines of grassroots organizing. 

Young folx are one of the first to be

spearheading restorative direct actions and

leading the resistance against extractive

industries as we have seen at Standing Rock

(Estes, 6). There is no doubt in my mind of the

potential that Indigenous young folx possess

to manifest liberation for our peoples and

homelands. Through their presence and voice,

we are witnessing firsthand the power of the

Ancestor's prayers.

Please take a look at the above quote from

Canada Brings Plenty - it brings me to tears to

know that our Two Spirit relatives take on the

role of caretakers for future generations and

our lands our of love for the people. 

Indigenous women and LGBTQ2S+young folx

are actively on the front lines of many direct

actions in the fights for our lands and water. It

is important to recognize that our women and

young folx are taking a stand out of their

immense love for our people, knowledge, and

lands. The grassroots movement towards

liberation is only growing with momentum as

our relatives carry with them the hope, vision,

prayers, and songs from our ancestors.

“The Two-Spirit Nation

offered tobacco and

water to the land and

marched toward the

police line (6).”  

 

 Our History is our Future

by Dr. Nick Estes

Uprising 
& 

Grassroots
Organizing

 

Right Top Pic: Personal Photo, Taken

on Sandia Mountian, NM. 2020.

 

Left Bottom Pic: Personal Photo,

Taken on Sandia Mountian, NM.

2020.



HOPES FOR THE FUTURE 

This zine is dedicated to our loved ones and their families that we stand for. For those

that cannot be here because someone could be holding them back. For our young folx in

the Foster care systems. For those that help and support their relatives who have gone

through violent situations and are supporting them the best they are able to. For those

who remain silent, and unreported. For those that are advocating for policy to hold

perpetrators accountable and increasing resource access for our relatives. For those on

the grassroots level doing the hard work organizing and mobilizing our communities

towards liberation from the settler-nation states on Stolen land and the abolishment of

all borders that separate our families. We also stand here for our relatives from Palestine

who are under ongoing Israeli settler occupation.

We are in solidarity to acknowledge, remember, and honor those who have journeyed into

the next world too soon, and we are tasked now to continue to mobilize to remember,

fight, and resist the very violence caused by the ongoing targeting of Indigenous peoples

by our very oppressors - the US Nation-State (AKA America).

By building awareness and centering our Indigenous women and LGBTQ2S+ relatives, we

are engaging in a radical form of resistance against our oppressors and telling them that

we will remember and share our stories of resilience. We will continue to fight for our

relatives who have journeyed before their time into the next world due to ongoing

violence from the the US Nation-State because they deserve accountability. 

We also need to acknowledge and show love for those that fall in between our gender

lines, the LGBTQ2S+, because they hold knowledge that we can even to begin to fathom

and they are crucial to our movement.

This is a thanks for everyone in the struggle. We’re in this together and we will shape the

reality of our future generations and carry forward our ancestors prayers. Our future

action need to be grounded in our land, prayers, and resistance of the so-called UNITED

STATES in each Native Nation. We must come to the struggle from a place of deep

respect for our territories, and in relation to the ways that we love and support each

other, our bodies, ourselves, our communities, and our people.

I hope that this zine has help inspired you to keep learning more and that you take some

more time and energy to share it with someone in your family, social circle, and

community. Let’s continue this movement and move it forward with our actions and with

love.
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TERMINOLOGY 
Imperialism - policy of extending a country's power and influence through diplomacy or military
force 

Capitalism - an economic and political system in which a country's trade and industry are controlled
by private owners for profit, rather than by the state.

Bordertown - Large, usually temporary, encampments of men working in extractive industries, from
the fur trade to oil and gas development, where rates of sexual and domestic violence, murders and
disappearances of Native women and grils are intensified (Estes, 8). 

LGBTQ2S+ - Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans, Queer, Two Spirit, Plus

Gender-Based Violence - Sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV) refers to any act that is
perpetrated against a person’s will and is based on gender norms and unequal power relationships
(UNHRC).

Nation-State - A state whose citizens or subjects are relatively homogeneous in factors such as
language or common descent (OXD).



Coalition to Stop Violence
Against Native Women 
Planned Parenthood of
the Rocky Mountains
 Pueblo Action Alliance 
Black Mesa Water
Coalition
 Tewa Women United 
K’e Infoship 
Southwest Organizing
Project
Rez Condom Tour 
Three Sisters Collective
 Indigenous Women Rise

 National Network to End Domestic Violence
Sovereign Bodies Institute
National Indigenous Womens Resource Center
National Human Trafficking Hotline 

 Call 1-888-373-7888 ( TTY: 711)|*Text 233733
StrongHearts Native Hotline 

 1−844-762-8483

Media Indigena
Missing and Murdered 
Finding Cleo 
Thunder Bay
All My Relations
Coffee with Ma
The Red Nation Podcast

LOCAL SW ORGS TO
SUPPORT

NATIONAL RESOURCES

P O D C A S T S  

MMIW Resource Guide by Noelle
Phillips on Lakota People's Law
Project
MMIWG2 & MMIP Organizing
Toolkit  by the Sovereign Bodies
Institute
Missing and Murdered
Indigenous Women & Girls
Report by the Urban Indian
Health Institute

R E A D I N G  L I S T

RESOURCES TO
CHECK OUT 
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This project was made from love and grew

out of inspiration gathered from the Diné

Writer's Institute at Navajo Technical

University which was held online in 2020. It

was here that I found value as a writer and a

community member with something to say. I

hope that my voice helps to understand the

impact of MMIP on our lands, bodies, and

people. 

 

 

This zine is intended to be freely distributed
in Black and Indigenous communities for
the purpose of adding to conversations
around MMIP and settler violence. 

 


