HUNDREDS of New York’s judges and lawyers will gather on Saturday in the grand ballroom of the
Waldorf Astoria hotel to honor one of their own, John A. Barone, a New York Supreme Court justice in
the Bronx, who will receive this year’s Rapallo Award.
The award has been given annually for the last 50 years to an outstanding member of the legal
community — including two sitting justices of the United States Supreme Court, Samuel Alito and
Antonin Scalia.
But until the crowd is seated, Marianne E. Bertuna, a criminal defense lawyer in New York City who is
the chairwoman of the luncheon, has been worrying about the small stuff — everything from hiring the
videographer to which tables to put 450 lawyers, jurists and dignitaries.
“You’re dealing with so many members of the judiciary that you want to make sure everything is right,”
she said. “Egos need to be considered.”
And that includes telling some judges that they are not important enough to sit on the dais. “There are
rules about who sits on the dais,” she said, noting that those who are not at least a State Supreme Court
judge will be sitting with everyone else. “Telling them that is a little awkward, to say the least.”
With the gala season in full swing, such delicate conversations are par for the course. Yet these events,
some more glittery than others but all important to their organizations, serve a purpose beyond egostroking: They raise a lot of money.
“Many major New York City charities and many major charities cross the country raise a very
substantial portion of their annual budget through galas,” said Melissa Berman, president and chief
executive of Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors.

She pointed to the Robin Hood Foundation gala, which attracts the hedge fund elite. It raised $60
million last year.
And the person chosen or coerced into being the chairman of an event has a large role in the
event’s success. It’s hard work.
Ms. Bertuna, who is in her fifth year as chairwoman, said the meetings began last June. In addition
to leading the committee that organizes the event, she helped select the honoree — and ordered
his plaque — bought a table and had her firm buy three more at $2,000 a table, and made sure the
Waldorf had all the special meal orders.
“Up to the last minute, I’ll try to meet everyone’s request,” she said. “You need to know the
deadlines that are real and not self-imposed.”
She added, “I have a very busy legal practice, but I put aside two solid weeks before the event.”
The most prolific gala heads are relentlessly organized.
“You need to be a team leader,” said Jean Shafiroff, a philanthropist who runs eight charitable galas
a year in New York City and the Hamptons. “If someone has done the job, you need to give them a
leadership role and give them enough autonomy to do the work.”
Ms. Shafiroff’s events range in size and scope. The summer gala for the Southampton Hospital
raised a total of $5.4 million over the three years she headed the event. Others have more modest
goals like the New York Women’s Foundation, which raised over $870,000 at its gala last year.
Not all events raise even that much money. For all her work, Ms. Bertuna expects Saturday’s event
to raise $10,000 for law school scholarships for the Columbian Lawyers Association, which gives
the Rapallo Award.
At other events, there are leaders who know their role is to bring in the money. Howard Lorber,
chairman of Douglas Elliman Real Estate, is the honorary chairman of this year’s summer gala for
the Southampton Hospital and also chairman of the hospital’s foundation. He said he knew the
hospital reached out to him for his connections.

In the days after the killing of an owner of a well-known Brooklyn pizzeria,
speculation grew: Could it have been the settling of a score, perhaps related to a
long-simmering feud over a tomato sauce recipe?
The owner, Louis Barbati, was shot five times while returning to his house in Dyker
Heights after leaving the pizzeria, L&B Spumoni Gardens, in June. The killing seemed
a throwback to a more unseemly era in the borough’s past. Early on, law
enforcement officials said the case was confusing. It was the first homicide of the
year in the local police precinct.
On Thursday, a man, Andres Fernandez, 41, was arrested and charged in Mr.
Barbati’s killing, which federal agents said occurred during an attempted robbery.
Mr. Barbati had been carrying about $15,000 in cash from the restaurant, which is in
nearby Gravesend, prosecutors said, though the gunman did not take the money
In a hearing in Federal District Court on Thursday, Mr. Fernandez stood quietly as
the charges were read in front of Magistrate Judge Peggy Kuo. A tall, bearded man
with tattoos on his forearms, he was wearing a black T-shirt, jeans and sneakers.
Asked by Judge Kuo if he had had an opportunity to discuss the charges with his
lawyer, Mr. Fernandez replied, “We discussed it but not that long.” Judge Kuo
ordered Mr. Fernandez to be held without bail.
The New York Police Department initially led the investigation of the killing, and it
was unclear when and why federal investigators assumed control of the case.
The charges were outlined in a complaint unsealed on Thursday, and the Federal
Bureau of Investigation agent listed on the complaint is assigned to a squad that
investigates the Mafia. But the documents do not allege any connection to the Mafia
or any other organized crime entity.
In the complaint, federal prosecutors said that they had evidence that detailed Mr.
Fernandez’s actions on the day of Mr. Barbati’s shooting, June 30.
Cellular data showed that Mr. Fernandez had visited the pizzeria earlier in the day,
they said.
Mr. Barbati left the restaurant around 6:40 p.m. with the cash in a plastic bag, his
share of proceeds from the restaurant, and arrived home about 20 minutes later.
Around that time, surveillance cameras captured Mr. Fernandez hiding behind a tree
nearby. Prosecutors said that he can be seen slipping on a dark-colored glove and
holding what appeared to be a gun before heading toward Mr. Barbati’s house.
Cellular location data also placed Mr. Fernandez at the murder scene, prosecutors
said.
After the shooting, Mr. Fernandez left in a white Acura, according to surveillance
footage and witnesses. The car was registered in his name, prosecutors said.

The killing occurred in an area with relatively little violent crime, and shocked those
familiar with Mr. Barbati and L&B Spumoni Gardens. The restaurant, opened by his
grandfather in 1939, is known for its rectangular Sicilian-style pie and its spumoni,
an ice-cream-like dessert.
Prosecutors noted that it was unusual that Mr. Barbati would be heading home with
such a large amount of cash — the restaurant’s profits are distributed only a few
times a year. But prosecutors did not say why Mr. Barbati was left with the money
as well as his jewelry.
Outside the courtroom on Thursday, Mr. Fernandez’s lawyer, Avrom Robin, declined
to comment. It was not clear where Mr. Fernandez lives.
A small group of Mr. Barbati’s relatives told reporters they had never seen or heard
of Mr. Fernandez. Camille McDonald, Mr. Barbati’s sister, said that life had been
“horrible” for the family and difficult for the restaurant since her brother’s death.
“It’s scared people,” she said. She said that any suggestions that there was an
organized crime connection to the case stemmed from stereotypes about people of
Italian heritage.
Philip Gregory, a relative and former police officer, read a statement from the
family’s lawyer, Arthur Aidala.
“The loss of Lulu leaves a void that will never be filled,” he said, using the family’s
nickname for Mr. Barbati. “However, the fact that someone is being brought to
justice aids in the healing process. We now hope the court system will move swiftly
to bring this matter to a just result.”

