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terian minister was preaching at Horton, made a visit there to

see him. In those days, as no railways were established in

any part of the country, traveling such a distance involved

much toil and fatigue. At Mr. Allen's request, however, Mr.

Sommerville visited Wilmot, calling on his way at Cornwallis

West. This visit led to the commencement of the congrega-

tion of which afterwards, and till lately, the Rev. Robert Stew-

art was pastor.

At the time referred to, Mr. Sommerville received a cordial

invitation to supply the pulpit of the Presbyterian church in

Lower Cornwallis, and we have his own authority for saying

that he labored there as a preacher once a month for two years

with general acceptance, and with good reason to hope that his

ministerial exertions for the spiritual welfare of the people were

honored with the Divine blessing.

In May, 1835, a call was presented to him, through Presby-

tery, from the western part of the township of Cornwallis, for a

portion of his time, and was accepted, so that from this date

till the end of his ministry, he was pastor of the united con-

gregation of Horton and Cornwallis. For a long time in Hor-

ton, where he resided till 1845, in Woodside, from which he

removed in 1856, and in Somerset, his home from that period

till the time of his death, he was engaged, in addition to his

pastoral duties, in teaching school. He taught altogether not

less than twenty years, Mr. Sommerville possessed in an emi-

nent degree the faculty of communicating instruction. He

was not only well acquainted with what he undertook to teach,

but was singularly successful in securing the attention of the

young, and in giving to others a clear understanding of any

subject brought under their attention. Many now living in

different professions throughout the province and elsewhere,

attribute to his strict discipline in school, and to his skilful

and Careful training their present success in life. As an in-

stance of the hardships he endured, and the self-denial exer-

cised, that he might advance the cause he so much loved, he
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is known to liave jjone for ono winter, once a fortnight, to

Horton to preach, and after preaching two, and often three

times on Sabbath, to luive krft for home in the dark, cohl

night of a Canadian winter, or at an unusually early hour on

Monday morning, so as to be in time for his school. There

he would faithfully labor all day, though he had enjoyed

scarcely any sleep the previous night.

The large Bible-class which met every Lord's day for many

years in this church, had the benefit of his instructions. You

know, also, that he had a similar class numerously attended,

which assembled weekly at his own house until a few months

ago, when, by his growing physical infirmities he was pre-

vented from meeting with it. This class consisted of the

young people, and many even i.i advanced life, of all and

every denomination from the neighborhood round about Som-

erset where he resided.

Speaking of Mr. Sommerville as a pastor, we might say

that next to his intense love to Christ, his attachment to the

people of his charge was his ruling principle during the whole

of his ministerial life, and his ruling passion even in the im-

mediate prospect of death.

One of the last, probably the very last note he wrote was for

the purpose of making inquiries respecting the supply of the

congregation, and, when unable to write with his own hand, he

directed a note to be addressed to Presbytery, expressing his

desire that a meeting should be held in the bounds of Horton

and Cornwallis congregation to make arrangements for the

ministration of gospel ordinances. It is, indeed, a somewhat

remarkable fact that the time appointed by Presbytery for its

meeting here, in accordance with his wish was, as you are

aware, the same day during the past week on which we were

all assembled in the adjoining grave-yard to commit his body

to its kindred dust. The Presbytery carried out the sugges-

tion of your late pastor, it fulfilled his last request and met

here, but alas ! it was immediately after his funeral.
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We hasten, however, to brln^ before yoii a few more feat-

ures of his character, and incidents ()f his life.

Mr. Sommervilie had a very genial and lively disposition,

and in his conversation and intercourse with ministerial breth-

ren, or literary and religious men with whom he came in con-

tact, he had an easy and agreeable manner which made a

most favorable impression on the minds of all those with

whom he associated. When any topic of discussion came up

there was always a freshness and originality in his way of ad-

vocating what he regarded as the right side of the question.

He was a very acute reasoner, and possessed, as we have al-

ready hinted, of a very logical mind. His logic, too, was of a

trenchant character, and generally based upon some declara-

tion of Scripture, to which he always bowed with supreme

reverence. Whilst in matters of indifference, or of doubtful

disputation, he was never tenacious of his own opinion; in

matters of principle you always knew where to find him. In

deed, he was regarded wherever he was known, and especially

where he was best known, as one that was valiant for the

truth, and not content to abate one jot or tittle of what is not

ours, but God's—the faith once delivered to the saints.

As contrasted with all this, those public discussions in which

he had occasion to engage were conducted on rather a severe

and forcible style, not always, we are certain, agreeable to his

opponents. As an illustration of this we may mention that

once, not many years ago, certain errorists visited Kings Co.,

and were allowed for some time to have it all their own way.

Many friends of the truth saw tl at some were in danger of

being thus influenced to turn aside from the faith, yet felt un-

able to cope with them in their delusive reasonings. However,

it was agreed to invite Mr. Sommervilie to deliver a lecture in

opposition to the erroneous views they were endeavoring to

circulate. As may be supposed, he readily accepted the invi-

tation. At the close of his address he could not forbear to

give it as his judgment that there would be far less danger of
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wanderinjr heretics doin^ harm in a (omnmnity, if the pro-

fessed followers of Christ were to take higher ground them-

selves, and to manifest greater fidelity in the maintenance of

the truth. He did it in this way : Those whose views he had

been combating were before him taking notes of all he said,

and, after closing his lecture he remarked, looking down at

them from the pulpit, " You seem to me like a parcel of wood-

peckers—they never attack a sound tree, but always those that

are unhealthy."

. Mr. Sommerville's publications from the press, whether in

separate volumes, lectures delivered on several interesting

occasions, or frequent articles in periodicals written for the

vindication of precious truth, were distinguished for lofty

conceptions and freshness of thought, sound logic, fearless intre-

pidity, and at the same time by a candid, generous spirit,

which opponents were compelled to respect. When it is

considered that these productions were emitted amidst inces-

sant labors, with little leisure for study and little access to

books, they bear evidence of mental abilities of the highest

order, and of power of expression and cogency of reasoning

seldom equaled in our day. His views on the Baptist contro-

versy are well known, and by some may be regarded as

extreme. He was led, we think, to give great attention to this

subject from the fact that he met with some, in his visits to

different parts of these provinces, who maintained that baptism

by sprinkling is not baptism at all, and who therefore refused

to receive into the memK-r ;hip of the visible church those who

had thus been dedicated lo God in their infancy without the

initiatory or.ananct being repeated by immersion in their

adult years. Believing, as he did, that there could not be pro-

duced a single instance of immersion in the New Testament,

he, as a Paedo baptist, argued for baptism by sprinkling.

As regards the subjects of baptism, he believed that this sacra-

ment is properly administered to adults on their making a

credible profession of their faith, and to the infant offspring of

imi:m^mm
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sutfi as arc nu'mhcrs of tlw visible ( hiin h, on the irnmnd of

their bcin^ bom nifmbrrs of the Kin>{<loin,

On this subject Mr. SoininervilU' published several pam-

phlets, and so lately as 1X66 a work Ironi his pen, entitled "A
Dissertation on the Nature and Administration of the Ordi-

nance of Haptistn. " was printed in Scotland. This treatise

was widely circulated, and very favorably reviewed in some of

the leading periodicals of the British Isles*

Thoujfh some of the controversial writinv;s referred to in our

previous remarks nwiy have appeared to his opponents to

evidence a spirit of acrimony, you will justify me in sayinj;

that those wliose views dilferefl most from his on several

doctrinal points, such as wv have alluded to, esteemed and

respected him ff)r the strai^flit-forward consistency and

independence of his Christian character, for the sacredness in

which he held the personal reputation of all those with whom
he was engaged in controversy, for his genuine personal piety,

for his unbending integrity and the evident sincerity of his

views with regard to those great principles which he believed

and taught. None indeed, perhaps, beyond his own people,

lament more deeply than they do the loss sustained by his

death.

The funeral procession which a few days ago accompanied

the remains of your much loved pastor to their last earthly

resting place was more than a mile in length, and is said to

have been probably the largest and longest procession ever

seen in Kings Co. Thus all classes and denominations freely

testified their affectionate regard and esteem for the deceased.

Indeed it seems to be the general belief, for we have heard the

testimony of many to this effect, that his death is a great

*Of lectures published on diflerent subjects we might mention, among

others, "The Rule of Faith," delivered before the Protestant Alliance, in Halifax,

1859 ; "Southern Slavery not Founded on Scripture Warrant," delivered before the

Acadian Lyceum, Wolfville, 1864; " Study of the Bible ;" "Family;" "Social

Position of Reformed Presbyterians, " &c.
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public loss, especially to this part of the province where he

lived so long and died so much regretted by all those who had

the privilege of knowing his worth.

Mr. Sommerville's views on the subject of Psalmody are, like

his views on Baptism, familiar to you all. We may remark

that in that part of the country where he first settled, Watts's

imitation of the Psalms of David was generally used by Pres-

byterians in public worship. He himself refers fully to this

in some of his publications, and we will best present the facts

referred to in his own words : "As soon," says he, "as I had

been introduced to the Presbyterian families in Horton. the

Psalms engaged my attention. Proceeding from house to

house, and conversing with the people on this subject, all mani-

fested a willingness to have our version of the Psalms intro-

duced, provided it might be done harmoniously and without

alienating the affections of one from another. Of this I gave

them assurance, as from the beginning I gave them reason to

believe, that if they did not agree respecting this matter we

must part company. The next step was to give body to their

consent, and for this purpose I carried round a paper for signa-

tures adapted to the lowest case of consent: * We whose names

are subscribed, members or adherents of the Presbyterian

Church of Horton, fully persuaded that there is no impropri-

ety in the introduction of the Scottish version of the Psalms of

David, it being a literal translation of inspired Scripture, and

aware that there are many who conscientiously object to the

use of psalms composed by uninspired men, however excellent

and pious, and also that with the exception of three or four

congregations in this province, none else than the Scottish

version of Scripture psalms is used by the Presbyterians in the

British Dominions, do agree, for the relief of such as conscien-

tiously prefer them, and to promote uniformity among the

Presbyterians, already too much divided, to the introduction of

this literal version of the Psalms, praying that the Head of the

Church may afford us His countenance and blessing, as we

desire to promote His glory.' " None refused to sign.
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He published in 1834 a pamphlet entitled, " The Psalms of

David, designed for standing ur.e in the Church." In 1855, a

volume from his pen was issued on the same subject, entitled,

"The Exclusive Claims of David's Psalms; " he assigning as

a reason for this additional publication, that the title of the

smaller work did not express all that was intended by it. Mr.

Sommerville's own words are :
" God has been pleased to fur-

nish us, by inspiration, with a collection of songs ; not songs

scattered up and down in the Bible, to be collected according

to our judgment and taste, but a collection of which some

songs are found which we meet with in other parts t)f Scrip-

ture, while some are excluded—a collection as well-defined as

Moses and the Prophets, and recognized by our Lord as a

specific section of the inspired volume." The " Exclusive

Claims," referred to above, may all be briefiy condensed into

a single syllogism. God gave an inspired psalmody to the

Church, to be used in the ordinance of praise under the Old

Testament dispensation. God has never given, since that time,

any other psalmody. It follows, therefore, as a matter of

necessity, that the inspired psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs,

should still be used in the praises of the Church.

It is likewise well known, to those acquainted with his views

of religious worship, that he always conscientiously opposed

the use of instrumental music, and regarded this as an innova-

tion not authorized by the infallible rule, which is not the

word of man, but in truth the word of God. A characteristic

illustration of this was furnished during his last visit to St.

John, about a year ago. Having engaged to preach in the

forenoon for the pastor of the " St. John Presbyterian Church,"

the use of which house of worship,, after the great fire a few

weeks before, was kindly granted to the Reformed Presbyte-

rian Congregation for an afternoon service every Sabbath, Mr.

Sommerville was just about to leave the session room for the

pulpit when all at once he said to the pastor, " But, Dr. Ben-

net, you use an organ in your church !
" "Yes," was the reply.
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"TlK'ti," sciid Mr. Sommerville, "I cannot pr^ach for you, I will

be a listener and yon will preach yourself." Quite a colloquy

took place between the two reverend jrentlemen regarding the

difficulty, Mr. Sommerville urging his conscientU)us scruples

and also the necessity of consistency with the stand he had

always taken against the use of such accompaniments in public

worship. The pastor of the church proposed to call the pre-

centor that he might lay the case before him. He again could

say nothing about it, till he would consult the choir as to

whether they could sing wanting an instrument. The precen-

tor at last returned with the satisfactory announcement that

the choir would attempt to conduct the service of praise at

that diet of worship without the organ. The matter being thus

amicably arranged, the waiting congregation was at once

relieved from any further anxiety, and Mr. Sommerville, after

briefly explaining the morning psalm, as was generally the cus-

tom amongst Presbyterians in former times, that the worshiper

might be taught to sing with the understanding, preached

with his usual vigor and earnestness a very instrucfive evan-

gelical sermon. .
:

-. .

Were I now, in a few words, to express my estimate of our

greatly respected father and friend, after an intimate acquaint-

ance of some thirty-seven years, I would say that few minis-

ters of any branch of the Christian church equaled, and I

certainly think that few, if any, excelled him in those natural

and acquired intellectual accomplishments for which he was so

distinguished. As a theologian, he was a Calvinist and an able

divine. As an ecclesiastic, he was a Presbyterian of the

stricter sort. In his preaching he was Puritanic; faithful, zeal-

ous and devoted as a pastor, and fearless, manly, and uncom-

promising in advocating, whether by speech or pen, the cause

of truth, or what he regarded and believed to be the truth,

whenever or wherever it was assailed. As a teacher, he was

gifted with talents of a very high order; as a husband and

father, he was thoughtful, affectionate and kind ; as a friend.
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he was genial, constant and generous, one who could l)c

implicitly relied on, and who r ver wounded your feelings by

coldness or indifference; as a man and a Christian, he had a

warm heart and an open hand for every brother in need. You

know that in every relation of life he was faithful and consci-

entious. One distinguishing feature of his character, to which

we have not referred, was his humility. This grace, priceless as

the gold of Ophir, he possessed in an eminent degree. Such was

his lowliness of mind,thac he was ever ready to put himself out

of sight that Christ might be exalted. At one time, a few years

ago, when he was in a very feeble state of health, 1 delicately

asked him, by letter, for some items of his personal history.

After referring to this part of my correspondence, he modestly

gave the characteristic reply :
" I can only answer you in a few

words—William Sommerville was born July i, 1800. He died

, a sinner saved by grace."

It is not, indeed, too much to say of this departed servant of

Christ, in the words of Rev. Dr. Houston, " In all his work, Mr.

Sommerville manifested a noble, heroic, Christian spirit, charac-

terized by eminent fidelity to his Master's cause, and strong fra-

ternal love to all the true servants of Christ. An intelligent,

faithful attachment to a covenanted testimony was one of

the most prominent features of his life, as zeal for its advance-

ment was with him an absorbing and consuming passion."

Dr. H. further adds :
'' In one of his communications, when

speaking on public questions relating to church profession, he

remarked, that much as he valued our principles, he rejoiced

more to see them gradually leavening communities, civil .id

ecclesiastical, than in the addition of members to his own flock,

or to the church with which he was connected, as thus there

was opened up a brighter prospect of their uni\ ersal ascend-

ency and triumph." On another occasion he writes :
" His

letters to me, frequently written after exhausting labors and

amid scenes of pastoral and domestic joys and sorrows, were

truly Caniiphonia letters—the outpouring of the heart. By
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one marked feature they were ever distinguished, a generous

forgetfulness of himself in the deepest sympathy for others

and the most intense concern for their welfare. The love of

Christ constrained him, not to live to himself, but to his bless-

ed Master and for His cause and servants. To him, indeed, to

live was Christ and to die was his unspeakable gain."

As an illustration of his undying attachment to the princi-

ples of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, I will, by permis-

sion, furnish a brief extract from his last will and testament,

written in 1875. He says ;
" After many years of study and

labor and experience of the trials and privations arising ou

:

of the maintenance and the efforts to advance the Reformed

Presbyterian testimony, I would not abate in any degree my

earnest advocacy of the same principles, being fully persuaded

of their scriptural character and confident of their ultimate

triumph."

Mr. Sommerville was indeed a covenanter of the good old

type and mould, a man of true honor and independence of

spirit, who, doubtless, like many of whom the world was not

worthy in the olden times, would have laid down his life on

the altar of principle, if called thereto, rather than cast off his

allegiance to Him who is the King of Kings and Lord of

Lords.

To the land of his nativity, which he visited in 1840 and

1858—twice since he came to these provinces—he ever cher-

ished the deepest love as a patriot and a Christian. I may here

mention an incident connected with his last return visit to Ire-

land, which illustrates his popularity wherever he preached

Christ. An address of thanks was presented to him after the

Sabbath service on board the steamer, signed by fifty-three

fellow passengers, expressing in the highest terms their obli-

gations for pleasant and profitable intercourse with him, and

for the religious services which he had conducted.

To the church of which he was a minister, and by which he

was ever regarded as one of her most faithful standard bear-
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ers he cherished a very devoted attachment. In the last con-

versations I had with him on my farewell visit to his dying

bed, he referred with much affectionate tenderness to the

names of those brethren in the British Isles with whom he

was most intimately acquainted, and then added :
" Tell

them I am strong in the Lord and in the power of his might."

The high estimation in which he was held by the Reformed

Presbyterian Synod of Ireland, with which he was so long

ecclesiastically connected, was shown, as I can truly testify

from being present at the time, by a resolution of heartfelt

sympathy and respect proposed by the Rev. Ur. Houston, and

unanimously and cordially adopted at its last meeting in Bel-

fast, June, 1878, when tidings had just been received of his

very serious illness. The resolution is thus recorded in the

minutes of Synod ;

" The Synod, having heard with much concern of the afflic-

tion, apparently unto death, of their brother, the Rev. W.

Sommerville, take leave to express thus publicly unfeigned

thanks to God for the grace given to their beloved brother,

shown in the wisdom, fidelity, and heroic spirit, amid manifold

labors and trials, which he evinced during so many years of an

earnest ministry. They declare, moreover, their high appreci-

ation of the invaluable service which he rendered to the cause

of a Covenanted testimony, by preaching, pastoral labors, and

able and seasonable meetings. Should it be the will of the

exalted Master whom he so ardently loved, and faithfully

served, to remove him now from his earthly labors, we would

commend him in prayer to His Covenant care and support, in the

earnest desire and assured hope that there shall be ministered

to him an abundant entrance into the everlasting kingdom of

our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ."

With the close of his life and ministry, many of you are

probably as well acquainted as I am. It may not, however, be

unprofitable to notice here a few of the cherished sayings which

he uttered during his sickness and towards the close of his

earthly pilgrimage.
,
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' During his illness he turned eagerly tf) the Psalms which he

always loved so well, and for the exclusive use of which in the

worship of God he contended so faithfully. The xxxii., li., and

cxxx. were special favorites. He would have them read over

to him again and again. Very precious to him was the Gospel

of Saint John, xiv.-xvii., inclusive. He frequently repeated

the opening verses of that famous farewell discourse, and

talked with himself about the house with its many mansions.

On one occasion, a few days before his death, his faithful and

devoted wife heard him repeat th'^ single word "Bring," again

and again, with great earnestness. She waited till he would

exp;ess his desire more intelligently, and he then proceeded

with the words, " Bring me to Thy holy hill even where Thy

dwellings be."

*' Often," says his son Robert in writing to me of his last visit

to the sick bed of his dying parent,—" Often during the few

days I was with Father I heard him murmur as he fell asleep,

' where I am ;' showing that his mind was dwelling on his

favorite theme. On Sabbath night, the last I was to spend

with him before returning to my field of labor, he requested

me to read to him the valedictory discourse of the Saviour, and

his wonderful intercessory prayer. I did so, and he would fre-

quently say, 'read it again,' and 'then it becomes you and me
to meditate on these great truths. At 14th chapter, 13th

verse, 15th chapter, i6th verse, i6th chapter, 23rd and 24th

verses, he interrupted me to lift up his heart in gratitude and

praise for such gracious assurances. Even when least conscious

of what was going on around him, his thoughts were evidently

engaged upon those matters which pertained to the glory of

the Redeemer, and which had occupied his mind during a long

and laborious ministry. When greatly distressed for breath

he would be constantly engaged in audible prayer for himself.

An oft-repeated expression was, * Oh that I might know Him
in the power of His resurrection.' Then he would say, * The

Lord is very near to them that call upon him.' His prayers.
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whether offered when usleep or awake, were in the words

Oi scripture. His confidence in the Saviour never failed.

The last words that fell from his lips, when I said good-

bye, were, "His grace is sufficient for me. We will meet

again." Once, when a stranger spoke to him about his pros-

pect, the short reply was. " That is a matter which was settled

long ago." To a christian friend who called and asked him

how he was, he answered, ' very near heaven.'
"

How well, my dear brethren, do such comforting words and

hopeful thoughts as these remind us of the sayings of Christ :

'* If a man keep my sayings he shall never see death ;
' " Peace I

leave with you, my peace I give unto you, not as the world

giveth give I unto you." What sweet, tender and consolatory

promises are these. Are they not exceedingly great and

precious? Are they not full of truth and beauty? They are

as the dew of Hermon, the dew that descended on the mountains

of Zion, and with them God commands his blessing, even life

that shall never end; for "Blessed are the dead which die in

the Lord."

Thus concludes our brief record of this eminent servant of

Christ, who, having served his generation by the will of God,

without a struggle or a sigh, gently fell asleep on the morning

of Saturday, the 28th of September, aged 78 years. " Mark the

perfect man, and behold the upright: for the end of that man is

peace."

His life's work is finished, and he now rests from his labors

in the everlasting mansion which our ever-living, ever-loving

Redeemer has gone to prepare in the kingdom of glory for all

those who are faithful, as we believe he was, unto death.

But " he, being dead, yet speaketh." As we looked on the

shrouded remains of your beloved pastor prepared for burial,

we thought that his serene, dignified and expressive counte-

nance, even in death, seemed to represent his noble character

in life. There he lay, like a christian warrior taking his rest,

but his ransomed spirit had already gone to dwell in the house
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of the Lord forever. Still, \vc felt as if a voice addressed us

from that cold and lifeless clay, saying, " Weep not for me ; I

have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have

kept the faith, I have received the conqueror's crown, I enjoy

the conqueror's rest."

"Thou art gone to the grave, but we will not deplore thee. ,

Though sorrow and darkness encompass the tomb ;

The Saviour has passed through its portals before thee,

And the lamp of His love was thy guide through the gloom.

Thou art gone to the grave, it were wrong to deplore thee

When God was thy ransom, thy guardian, thy guide ; ... -

'. ",i\

He gave thee and took thee, and soon will restore thee

Where death has no sting since the Saviour has died.

"

"Thanks be to God who giveth us the victory through our

Lord Jesus Christ," , . '

" Be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work

of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not

in vain in the Lord." Thus, walking in the footsteps of these,

who, like the departed servant of Christ of whom we have

spoken, through faith and patience inherit eternal life, we shall

be brought to meet him again in the full enjoyment of that

kingdom of glory prepared for all the followers of the Lamb.

Then our text, so full of promise, may animate and encour-

age you all your journey through life, comfort you in death,

when taking a last, fond farewell of those weeping relatives

you are never to see again in this world ; and, after death has

passed on you, as it has on many once-valued members of

this bereaved congregation, these words will furnish a most

appropriate epitaph for the monument, which dear and loving

friends may erect, in token of the affection which they bore to

you in life, and of the hope, the good hope, which sustains

them and cheers them, even when they mourn your death :

" Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from hence-

forth
;
yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their

labors, and their works do follow them." Amen.

kw -^i
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Minute of a meeting of the Reformed Presbytery of New Bruns-

wick and Nova Scotia, held at Cornwallis. N. S.. on Tuesday, ist Oct.,

1878, in reference to the death of Rev. Wm. Sommerville.

Whkkkas, it has pleased Almighty God. our Heavenly Father, to

call very recently from service on earth to the higher service of

Heaven our esteemed and dearly-beloved brother the Rev. Wm. Som-

MERViLLK. we embrace this, the earliest opportunity, in our united

capacity, to express our great veneration for his character, and our

sense of the irreparable loss we have sustained by his removal.

A true friend, a cheerful companion, a confidential and judicious

counsellor, a self-sacrificing missionary and a valiant defender of the

distinctive principles" and position of the Reformed Presbyterian

Church, he was peculiarly dear to all his brethren.

He has fallen at his post, and long will his name be fragraui and

his niemory sweet to those who knew him and could rightly appre-

ciate his eminent virtues. May we who survive him have grace to

walk in his footsteps that, when we have finished our course we may

receive the "well done, good and faithful servant; enter into the joy

of thy Lord."

A. McLeod Stavelv, Moderator.

J. R. Lawson, Clerk.

The following extracts from a letter addressed a few years ago to one

of the members of the Society of Littleton, Me., U. S., are valuable as

showing the deep interest which Mr. Sommerville, one whom we were

accustomed to speak of as " the Father of our Mission," always took in

the missionary stations connected with the Reformed Presbyterian

Church :

"
I have ;o thank you and the other members of the Society for the

kind reception I had from you during my visit in the month of June.

.,*^St-iMia£M
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1 was much ^jmliried to lind their stoudfast adhcrt'nco to the principles

which they have professed, and hope they will still not only cleave to

them but carefully instruct their children in them, and endeavor also

to make them known in the place where Providence has cast their lot.

"The principles you have espoused are recommended by the blood of

the martyrs of Scotland, but their special recommendation is that they

are the principles of the Divine Word and the testimony of Jesus

Christ. The best recommendation of your profession will consist in a

holy and blameless life that you may adorn the doctrine of the blessed

Saviour.

"No arguments will sustain your cause if your godly deportment does

not second your profession. You will have many difficulties to con-

tend with, but so had the faithful followers of Christ in every age. Your

principles are un|K)pular and you will have to bear the reproach of

singularity and uncharitableness. It will strengthen you to call to

mind the Saviour who endured the contradiction of sinners against

himself. The thought of this will keep you from being weary and

faint in your minds. You will sometimes be almost discouraged with

the fear that being few you are not likely soon to have a minister and

the regular dispensation of gospel ordinances. Many, in some localities,

despairing of this have abandoned their profession and gone into other

bodies. I hope you will be enabled to wait. See that your faith fail

not. God is able to bring others to you. You are set for a light and

I hope your light will so shine that your good works will be seen and

your Father glorified. Others will tell you that there is no hope and

advise you to join them. God is able to send you help sooner than

you could expect.

"After the Revolution the covenanters in Scotland were without a

minister for sixteen years, and they had no visible prospect of having

one ; but their principles were too valuable to be given up, and they

waited and prayed, prayed and waited, and God heard them and raised

them up a helper where it was least expected. Now there are minis-

ters and people holding their testimony in England, Scotland, Ireland,

and America. If these people had given up in despair, for aught we

can see, there would not have been a covenanter in all those places.

"For you to give up would be like putting out the lamp of Reforma-

tion principles where you live.

"Your Society meetings will be a blessed means of keeping alive the
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that these,. flax. I hope that these Hocieties wilt b<' rovjularly

kept up. and that okl and yinin^ will not rease to pray and t'n<onra>i;e

one another, till (lod be pleased to visit you.

"Small, comparatively, as you are now, (iod, who called Abraham

alone anfl blessed and increased him, is able to make you a great

multitude, and a blessing to all around you."

The following reference to the character and work of Mr. Sommer- .

ville i.s taken from a notice of his death in the IVifnrss (Fk»lfa.st, Ire-

land) of October 25th, 1878 : ^^
"The principal sphere of Mr. Sommerville's extensive labors wsws the"

province of Nova Scotia.

" Into this field Mr. Sommerville entered as a stranger, having very

few adherents of the covenanted cause to welcome him, and hardly

any others to offer him encouragement in his arduous enterprise. His

abilities as a powerful evangelical preacher, and a resolute defender of

Scripture doctrine, his manly genial spirit, and warm-hearted benevo-

lence won for him in a short time general esteem, and attracted con-

siderable numbers in various parts of the province to embrace the

cause which he advocated. For a period of more than forty-six years

he labored with unabated vigor to diffuse the truths of the Gospel,

and the grand principles of the Covenanted Reformation ; and he

enjoyed the high reward of not only gathering under his ministry in

various scattered congregations and societies a flock who were

devotedly attached to him, but also of witnessing the doctrines and

order for which he contended, embraced to a considerable extent

throughout surrounding ecclesiastical communities..

" Besides his manifold labors as a missionary and a pastor, Mr. Som-

merville was an author of doctrinal and controversial works of sterling

excellence. A work which he early published on the " E.xclusive Use

of the Psalms of David in Worship " reached a third edition in America

;

and as a tribute to its superior ability, .several ecclesiastical bodies in

the United States in their periodicals claimed the honor of the author

being connected with them in fellowship. ' A Dissertation on the

Nature and Administration of the Ordinance of Baptism, in Two

Parts,' was reprinted in Scotland in 1866. Of this work, the late Dr.

Wilson, of the General Assembly's College, testifies in his able book

on ' Baptism.' that it is characterized by singular acuteness and ability.
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Fn addition to the.st', Mr. Sommervilii' emitted s«'Vi'ral pamphlets, and

was a frequent contributor t^ provincial pafHTH and periodiculM of

articles on reliKious, ecclesiastical, and (educational subjects. His

controversial works were uniformly characterized by such clearness

and force of argument, and such candor and ({encrosity of feeling,

that opponents were constrained to respect and admire him. Amidst

his arduous and incessant labors it was matter of wonder to those

who were favored with his acquaintance and friendship, that he was

able to keep abreast of the literature of the day, and to write so much

that exhibited accurate and lofty thought, ardent and intelligent zeal

for the truth, and that possesses far beyond an ephemeral value.

"The chief excellence of his character and work as a missionary and

pastor lay in his fervent love to Christ, and hisearnest desire to gather

souls, not to swell a party, but as jewels for the Mediator's crown.

During his lengthened ministry, not a few testified in life and at death

that they had received saving benefits through his instrumentality.

His memory will be long fragrant in the colonies through which he

labored, and in the United States, where he was well known and cor

dially esteemed. His latter end was consistent with his life of fa

and of active and self-denied benevolence. In death he was sustaineu

by the assured joyful hope of the Gospel."
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