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Tue DEDICATION
" To THE REvp. CLERGY
~of the Eftablithed Church in Pirginia.

REVEREND GENTLEMEN,

- SBBRNOES Mecknefs and Lowlinefs are en-
KR dearing Ingredients in the ami-

A 5@ 2ble and imitable Charatter'of
B s’ your Divine Mafter; I flatter
NG myfelf this affectionate Addrefs
A XIISXTD. to you from one of the meane/?
of the Sacred Order, .will obtain an eafy Par-
don; efpecially when prefented in the bumble
- Form of a Dedication. ' L

. You might juftly refent it, Gentlemen,
. fhould I infult you by arro%itting the Province
of your Inftructor; or pollute my Pen with
Calumny and Reproach. A juft fenfe of my -
own Inferiority fufficiently retrains me from
the ore; and a Regard for our common Chri-
fHanity, and a Veneration for the Religious
Eftablifbment of my Country, from the sther.
If I am confcious of my own Temper, I can
folemnly affure you, I write withall the paci-
' fic Calmnefs of an unprejudic.d Heart, fenfible
of the Divine Infpection, and cautious of
writing a word ‘that will not ffand the Teft
before the fupreme Tribunal; where T
certainly believe the Matter will be publicly
tried. ' . -
Az
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You might judge it, Gentlemen, a needlefs
and improper Application, if I (hould be&
yeur Patronage of the following Sermon. 1§
its Comtents are the Traths of God, they are
fafe under the Shelter of Divine Authority,
without the Sanction of human Approbation :
But if they are the little Pecutiarities of @
Party, it cannot be expefted yox fhould pa-
tronize them; and indeed they would not
deferve it. '

But without Arrogance, I may prefume ta
be your Jufarmer in what I eannot but know.
better than .you; I mean #he Dodlrines that
have been greached among the Djffenters in
thefe Parts by my Brethren and myfelf. Thefe,
Gentlemen, fome of you have thought your-
felves concerned to form a judgment about 3
and, I perfuade myfelf, you,think yourfelves as

“much concerned to Ancw them, as to fudge

of them. And you will no doubt grant,
that you may receive more certain Informati-

thar by unattefled Hear-fays.

_en'from one that mulft to be fure know-them,

In the following Sermm; and the Appendix, .

. Gentlemen, You may be informed of our

Sentiments concerning the Natureé,” Defign,

.ard various Duties of the minifterial Ofce.

If our Sentiments are ju/?, and our Condu&y
agreeable to them, we claim a. fBare in the
Henour of being accaunted Mini/lers of Chrif?,
and flewards of the Myfleries of God; and,

we prefume, you will a/fow our Cleim, not-

-




- of the Eftablifhed Ghurch in Visginia.

withftanding the Difference betwixt Epifcopal
and Preshyterian Ordination, and in the For-
malities of our refpetive Miniftrations; which,
to be fure, cannotbe deemed a fufficient Ground
to monopolize the Charaler to either Party,
, anezgt by high-flying Bigots; who liy more
ftrefs upon the cireumflantial Differences, than
upon the effential Agreements between the
Churches of England and Scotland; and who
inveft their Conicience with the Office of
Conftience-general to mankind;  as tho’ zhey
were to ftand the Reprefentative of their Species-
at the fupreme Tribunal; and everyone were
pot to give an Account ¢f Himszrs to
G OD, but were to be judged by Proxy.

' The following Sermon will alfo inform
, Gentlemen, whatis the Subffance of the
mﬁnes we generally preach: whether
they are the rigid Pecaliarities of Prefbyte-
riawifm; or the generous Truths of GatlaJ;lic
Chrifdianity: whether they are the raw Jnno-
uations of New-Lights ; or the goad old Doc-
trixes of the Church of England, of the Refor-
mation, and (to fay all in a Word) of the
JBible: whether they ase calculated to bring’
the effablifbéd Church and Clergy into Con-
tempt, and to enfnare gracelefs Profelytes to
a Party ; or to bring our commen Chriftianity,
and confequently its faithful Mirifters of e«
very Denomination, into Rezutatioiz, and to
turg Sianers to Righteoulnels, .

: v .~ 'The
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* 7+ The Bounds of ene Sermon, tho’ fufficient«
1y long when firft delivered, and now prefent-
ed to the Public with confiderable Enlar}g -
sments, * would not admit of a compleat
Enumeration of - evangelical Doftrines. But
thofe which 1 have particularized, will natus
r2lly lead to the moft of the reff, as their
Principles or Confequences. e. g. The Doc-
trine of the Trinity, that glorious Peculiarity
of Revealed Religion, is evidently prefup-
pofed, in the View I have given of the fcheme

" of Redemption; and the Do&trine of the Re-
Jurreltion follows from it. ~ Befides the Truths
and Duties that are purely evangelical, or pe-

* cullar to Revealed Religion ; and thofe thar
may be reduced under the Head of Natural
Religion ; there are many "others which are
of a smixt Nature, partly difcovered by the

. Light of Nature, and more fully improved

and illuftrated by fupernatural Revelation s

and thefe we will no doubt often infift upon, if

we declare the whole Counfel of God, But to

enumerate all thefe, would be, to write a

Syftem of Ethics and a Bedy of Divinitys

and therefore you cannot expeét a compleat-

Enumeration of them in the enfuing Dif~

courfe. The Doétrines Thave particularized

are intended only as a Specimen of what we
conceive thould be the principal materials of
' our

\

* The Enlargements do not conGft in the Addi-.
tion of any new Heads, but in Amplifications and
Sartiber * Hluftrations of thofe that were publicly

" infifted vpon, S




 <of the Eftablifbed Church in Virginia,

our pﬁblic Difcourfes: and they are fifficient
for this Purpofe: Nay, I may add, the
‘may ferve as a compleat Enumeration of thofe

r

Dodtrines. we generally preach, which fome, - ‘

I hope without Reafon, have pronounced

. peculiar to us: and if thofé obtain your p-

_probation, or incur but a mild Cenfure; Iam
confident the other ordinary fubjects of our
Sermons will not. incur the Severities of
your Difpleafure. . = o :
Ifyou would know, Revd. Sirs, what has
been that ffrange Charm, that has enchant-
ed People in thefe Parts to leave the flated
Communion of the Effablifhed Church, and
profefs themfelves Diffénters; we can fo-
lemnly affure you, and our Hearers of every
Denomination are our Hitneffes, ‘That it has

" ot been any public or private Ar¢ifice of ours,

to expofé the Liturgy and Clergy of the Church

of England; but the plain peaceable Preaching .

of fuch Doftrines as are mentioned in the

following Sermon, in Weakne/s, and in Fear,

and in much trembling. And if we may be-
lieve the united Teftimony of our Adherents;
it was an eager Thirft after thefe Doclrines,
gather thah a Diffatisfaction with the peculiar
Modes of Worthip in that Church, which

fir/t induced them to diffént. o
. Or if you would know, Gentlemen, by

awhat means a Number of carglefs fimrers have
been hopefully reformed to the Pradlice of.
evangelical Holinefs, (which is a matter ofin-
Sinitely greater Importance than the Cbangt; of
ik et e dir
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their Denomination; and. which, were you to-
view their pa/? and prefent Conduét ia Con-
traft, you could hardly deny to be Matter of
Falt ;) thefe are the happy Dolirimes that
have been in/framental toproduce the glorious
Chiinge: and] am daily mare and more con-
firined in the Perfuafion, that (as I obferve in
the Sermon) thefe will sfivays be foumd the
enly faithful Expedicnts 10 reform a degenes

And while I entertain this perfiafion, 1
cannot but heartily with, that tbefe Doétrines
may be preached with more Clearnefs, Powet
an! zeal bymy Fathers and Brethres among
the Diffenters i and that Yo, Revd. Gentle:
men, may take the Alarm from their faccefs,
and the Growth of the Diffeiting Intereft by
Means of their Doctrines ; and infpired with
boly Emulation, mag preach the fume glorious
Truths in a mere dear, folemn and pathetic
Minner; and fo claim the Homour of the
fuccefs to youtbw’;g}bagm th“d thus weaken
the DifJenters, by e ? em in preachi
Thofe D%nes which People now flock a.&ug

- them to hear. Whatever Desomihation in-
értafeslzy this means, fhall eneresfe with my
- hearty Co o

ngratulations.

It has afforded me no fomll fcisfaQion,
Gentlemen, shat fomse of your Friternity, who
have had the 4e/? Opportunity. of oblerving
our Condutt and Doétrine, and whofe mers/
Gharalter and intellectnal Abilities you need.

not
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 got be athamed of, havc‘bf late foftrted in -

their Refentments; and treated us, not omly
as Creatures of the fame Species, but as theie
Fellow-lubourers, and fincere Promaters of the
Caufe of our common Lord, tho’ of a differ-
ent Sentiment froth them in fome Things.
Had I Nothing nobler in® view than the Ad-
vancement of a Party, inftead of the common

Salvation,” it would be Policy in me to wifh; .

that you tnight cdpvince your People that
you are deftitute of the Spirit.and Genius of
Chriftianity, by the Severities ot your Cen-
fure upon me: But as 1 cal honeftly declare
my fincere Defire is to promote the noble Re-
ligien of Jefus, and to feeit flowrifb in all the

Churches of Chrift; and as | know that Un- -

charitablencfs and Animofities among its Mini4
fters and Profeffors are an infernal Expedient.
for thit Puipofe; Imuft declare,  that the
extenfrve Prevalency of a Spirit of Candour
and Moderation, would very much heighten

my Satisfaction. For my Part, I now ae-

knowledge the moft facred Obligations ]
the Public, and to you, to maintain and cul«
tivate fich a Spirit, and dare not expe&
your Mercy, if I thould wilfilly violate them.
~And Yoy, Gentlemen, may perhaps judge
from the followiny Sermon; whether the
Difference between us in Sentiments, and our

Obligations to promote our Refpective Churches -

be fuch, asto admit of no good Neighbour-

haod, no friendly Correfpondence between usy:
as Men, as Scholars, and as Profeffors of the -

/ame Chriftianity; but that we muft be at
) B implacable

K



te

The DEDICATION. to the Clorgy

‘ implacable Hoffility, like Fews and Sapmari-

tans, till the one Party retract his Sentiments,
and betray the interefls of the Society to

which he belongs.

Here, Revd. Sirs, let meinfert an Extralt
from a Letter of mine to the late Revd. and
Hon. Dr. Dawfsn, for whofe Meniory I have
a fincere Veneration, written at bis Motion,
to give him,and the other Gentlemen: of the
Council (to whom he promifed to communt-
cate it) an impavtial Account of .the Circum-
ftances of the Dilenters here: and what ke
was pleafed to reguef?, I may, I hope, inoffen-
fively prefent to you.

« T ap not fond, Sir, of diffeminating Se-

% dition and Schifm : | have no Ambition to
<« presbyterianize the Colony. ButI hope I
<« may declare, without fufpicion of Offents-
“ tion, or wilful Falfifsation, that 1 have 2
“ fincere zeal, however languid and impotent,
“ topropagate the citholic Religion of Fefus
% in its Life and Power; tho’ I feel but Z7#s/:
€ Ancxiety about the Denomination its genuine
« Subjeéts affume. The Profeffion of Chriftia-

« nity is niverfal in this Colony: butalas!
% Sir, if the Religion of the Bible be the
- ¢ Teft of Mens Charatters, and the.Standard
-« of their final Doom, Multitudes,” Maulti-

“ tudes are in a perithing Condition ! Their

« Ignorance, their Negligence, their wrong

¢« Notions of vital Chriftianity, their habitual

. & Neglet of its known Dutles, their vicious

“ Pradtiee
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“ Pradtice proclaim it aloud: and he that can
¢ perfuade himfelf of the contrary, in fpiteof -
« Evidence, is poflefled of a Charity under no
"% rational or feriptural Regulations, - For
“ my Part, Sir, fhould I balieve that Religion

“isin a flourifbing State in this Colony, I-

< wull reneunce the Bible, difbelieve my Eyes,
“ and my-Ears, and rufh into. univerfal Scep-.
« ticifim. Could I indulge the plcafing Dream,
“ my Life below the Skies would bé an
“ Anticipation of Heaven I do not
* conclude religion.is in fo /amentable a State,
¢ becaufe I fee the Generality pray by Form,:
% receive the Sacrament knecling, &c. or in
“ a Word, becaufe thoy. conform to the de-
% bated Peculiarities ofthe eftablifhed Church:
“ no,.Sir; I freely grant, #he/e things are not’
« the Tef# of men's Charaters; thefe- may be
« fo far from hindering, that for whatI know,
¢ they may promote living Religion, 'in fuch
% as have no Scruples about' them ; tho’ the

« Cafe would be stherwife with others:- But |

¢ the unwelcome Ewidences that force this
“ Conclufion upon me, are, the general Ne-

¢ glect, and ftupid Uwconcernednefs about -

« Religion, the habitual Omiffion of its Dauties,

¢ and the vicious Practices that glare upon

« me around; and which are utterly incon- -
« fiflent with true Religion in any Denomi-
¢ nation,” [in a Prefbyterian, aswell as a
Church-Man.) “J pretend to no fu-
¢« perior Sanllity above the eftablifhed Clergy,
¢ who -are pioufly aiming at the great end of
¢ their Office; -and 1 allow myfelf the plea-
- € hu-c
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* fure of hoping the'® are fuch in Virginia,
“ ‘Inrretend to no Apoffolic Powers.and Pri-
“ vileges, Immediate Revelations and impul-
% fes; but reviounce the Claim as prefiomptau-
“ ous and. enthuftaftical. 1 am as mean and
« i,,/ggmf(.'dnt- a Crearure, as you can well
“ conceive me to be.---But I dare profefs,

" ¢ Sir, that even a Heart fo infenfible as miine,

% is at Times diffolved inio Compaflions

. and racked with Agonies of Zeal, when fo

“ difmal a Scene opens around me: I dare
<« profefs, 1 cannot ftand an anconcerned,. in-
¢« active Speclator of the Ruin of my Fellow-
¢ finpers; but would very gladly fpend and
<« be fpent for them,. the' the more abundantly
‘& 1 love them, the lefs 1 fhould be loved : 1

% am bcld to avow fo much pious Humanity,

« as that I would exert myfelf to the utmoft,
“ in my little Sphere, for their Recovery :
¥ and fince 1 am difabled, by fome conftien-
% tious fcruples, to attempt it in the Conmu-
« xicn of the eftablithed Church; I humbly
% conceive, [ am warranted to attémpt it ina
% feparate Communion. This, Sir, is my
“ on'y Defign; and (as I told you in Conver-
« faiicn) 1 Think it would be no great
« firetch of Charity to fuppofe, that even s
& Diffenter may be more diltrefled to fee '
¢ Nultitudes rufhing on in a- thoughtlefs Ca«‘i
# yeer to Ruin, than to fee them conform to
& the Church of England ; and more zealousta
¢ convert them from Sin to Holinefs, than

Lo
This
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This Account of my Conduc? and Defigns,
Gentlemen, I have feen no Reafon to retract,
and my Procedure, fince it was written,
which was about a year ago, has not been in--
confiftent withit. And, till my Praétice be
proven inconfiffent with it, thefe unreferved

Declarations of my Defign muft be deemed

/mcerc, and worthy to be credjted; unlefs

" Mortals can produce authentic Credentials to
warrant their affuming the Prerogative of

- Omnifciense, and judging the Secrets of the
Heart..

It wéul_d fcally aﬁ'ord,mé no (mall Uneafr-
nefs, if the Defign of this Dedicagion thould

be mifapprebended: . and theretore pesrmit me' -
Gentlernen, repeatedly to allure youn, that to ~

a/per e your Charaétersby fomuchas the ‘moft
df{gwﬁd Infinuation or obligue Hints ; or to
afflume the 4ir of your Inftruftor, is as far
from my Heart as you can wifb it to be: but

that my fole Defign is, to give you an im- °

partial Account of the Doltrines with which

’

we enterfain our Hearers; that you may -
judge, how far we deferve to be cenfared

and oppofed as Inncvators, Difturbers of the
Peace of the Church, fowers of Herefies and
Sedition, &c. Andif the following Sermon
"~ -anfwer this End, the Defign ofits Publication
with Refpeét to you, -is ﬁlny obtained. But
if I (hould be founhappy as to be difappointed
in this, I muft fupport mylelf by reflefting

-wpon the Inoffenfrvenefs and Integrity of my -

Intention : and (35 Chryfofteme obferves in the
S Quotation

13
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Quiotation from him in the Title-page) «. 7z
« is a fufficient Relief under all bis Labours,
« gnd more than an Eg tvalent for them all,
<6 awhey Ong can be confcious to himfelf, that
«_ e regulates bis Doctrine 9 the Approbatior
< of the Deity.” And (to tranflate my firft
v Matto from Clemens of Alexandria) « He is.
" & in Reality a P:;/,h ter of the Church, and @
<« true Minifter of the Willof God, who teach-
« o5 the Dolbrines. of the Lord Jefus, and prac-
4¢_gifes accordingly : and though he be not ba-
« woured with the firf? Seat upon Earth; ke
& fball be enthroned in heaven,” &c To
that flate, of-perfe€t Uniformity in Sentiment,
and everlafting, Friend/bip, may you be con-~.
ducted, when you have ferved your Genera-.
tion according to the Will of God! And there
may Diving Grace afford fome humble Place,
among the Myriads of glorified Jmmortals,
to the unworthy Mortal, who is, and therefore.
defires to be ¢ffeemed,

’

REVEREND ‘SIRSy »
- Your aﬁﬂionaiq Brother,
dearty well- Wifhery

. and.
hamble Servaat.

Samury DAviks. -

ansoer ‘}' .
o 9, 1755.5
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Av ADDRES S # the Prople undes the
" Revd. Mr. Todd’s minifterial Care

My Dear Friends and Brethren,

T moft earneftly and affetionately infrade
you, and (fince the Importance of the

matter requires it) I folemnly charge you,
frequently to review and perufe the follow-
ing Sermon’ and Appendix ; that you may be
often reminded of the Trinfaltions of that
folemn Day, upon which 1t wis delivered.
Nothing can tend more to your Advantage,
than.the faithful and perfevering Performance
f the Obligations you then undertook toward:

your Minifter; and this you cannof do,

without frequently recollectirg them. -To

remind you of them, this Sermon.is now

publithed; and for ¢his End, I hope you will

ufeit, and keepit by you, as a miemorial of

the Vows of G OD, whichare upon you.

Langage cannot exprefs the ardenf Witk-
&s of my Heart, that the wowd of :he Lord
may’ have free Courfe, and be glorifzd amons

you; that laying afide all ma‘ice, ard aic -

Guile and Hypocrify, you may, as' new-Horn

Babes, defire the fincere RZik of tie Word,

ib_at/ou may grow thereby, and tafte tiat the
.Lord is gracious ; that vour worthy Paitor
may be long continucd an extenfive Blofling
among yowy that bis Bicw may abide i
Strength, and his Arins be made fring, by
the Hands-of the migity GoD of Faceh;

- : : - Cem:

.15,

BV P A
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(Gen. 49. 24.) and that he m7 be the joy-
ful Father of many /piritual Children among
you.——This isniy heart's Defire and Prayer
20 God for you; and in Return, I beg the
Benefit of your Interceffions at the Threne of
Grace, for, ’ .

-

- My Dear Friends,
The moft affectionate Well-Wg'/Zv?r )

of yéur smmortal Sdﬂlg.v

+ 8. Davses




An ADVER ‘I'_I.S'-E'MEALJV'T to the Reader.

-Sermon of the Author’s on Ifai. 62. 1. =
preached laft OFobér in Pennfylvania at
the Opening of the Prefbytery, was fent to -
the Prefsin Philadelphia, by Order of Pref-
bytery, and may by this Tims be publifbed;
in whiéh there are fundry Sentiments the”
jame with fome id the following Sermton, ef-,
pecially wnder the third Head. " If both thould
fall into the Reader’s Hands, it may be ob-

ferved as an Apology for the Publication of -,

bothy that they were publithed at the Reque/f
of different Perfons at a great Diffance; that
but few who may have Opportunity of per:
ufing the cze, will ever fee the other ; -and
that by far the greate/? Part of this Difcourfe
is entirely different from zhat.

The Psarn fung before Sermon, (Pfal. 132,
4, 55 7, 8 15.—17, Dr. Wﬂl‘t:’s Verﬁon.)

—=q, Arife, O King of Grace, arife,
And enter to Thy Reft;
Lo! Thy Church waits'with longing Eyes
Thus to be own’d and bleft. - .

5. Enter with all Thy glorious Train,
Thy Spirit and Thy word: :

. All that the Ark did once contain
Could no fuch Grace afford.

6. Here, mighty Gop, accept our Vows}
- Here let Thy Praife be {pread:
Blefs the Provifions of Thy Houfe,
And £l Thy Poor with Bred, :
’ -G 7 Here

-
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The PSALM fung before Sermon.

7 Here let the Son of David reign,
Let Gop’s Anointed fhine:

Juftice and Trath His Court maintain,
With Love and Pow’r Divine. ’

8 Here let Him hold a lafting Throne;
And-as His Kingdom grows, '

Freth Honours fhall adorn His Crown,
And fhame confound His Foes.
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The Dutics, Difficulties and Reward of the
Faithful Minifier.

A SERMON, &

-~ Acts XX. 24 -

By T none of thefe Things move me, neither
«count I my- Life dear unto myfelf, fo that 1
might finifb my courfe with Foy, and the Mi-
niftry which I have received of the Lord
]q{‘;u, to teflifie the Gofpel of the Grace of
God. :

IT is fit in itfelf, my Brethren, and autho-
rized by many fcripure-Precedents, as well *
as by the Praflice of all Nations, that-im-
portant Offices and new Relations fhould be
undertaken with Ceremonies of peculiar Se-
lemnity : and when fuch Formalsties are ob-
ferved, not for the fake of Offentation and
Parade, but to give the Parties concerned
[uitable Impreffions of their Undertaking ; it
may produce very happy Confequences— .
Now of all the offices that can be fuftained -
by Mortals, that of the Miniftry. of the Gof-
pel is.the moft weighty and folemn; andthe
Relation between a Miniffer and his Pegple
is the moft awfu! and important that can fubfift -
among Mankind. Other Offices and Relati-
ons, from the Sovereign to the Slave, have a
primary Reference to the little Affairs of
the prefent tranfitory World:. but the mini-
_ o Ca2 . fterial



2 The Settlement of a Minifler jbou[l be attended with

fterial Fun&Qlion has an immediate and prim-
cipal Reference to.the vaft Concerns of -Eter-
nity ;—— Eternity! that tremendous Attribute!
which might add infinife Importance even to
Things, that, if temperary, would be but in-
fignificant Trifles. And when People receive
.a Minifter by their own Ele&ion, they do not
chufe a Phyfician for their Bodies, 6r a Guar-«
dian of their civil Property, Libertyand Life; -
2 Cor. g. but, which is infinitely more impertant, -they
- ge. . feceive an Ambaffader of Chrift, to negotiate
_ with them i His éf‘ead : they chufea fpiritual
Cuide, to condu@® them thto’ the Intricicies of
this Wildernefs into Zmmanuel’s Land: the
Heb, 13. place themfelves under the care of a Shepherd,
17, who muft watch for their Souls, as one thgt
muft grve Account : they employ a fjiritual
Phyfician, whofe Applications will not be in-

, difjerent; but will prove a Saviur of Life
2 Cor. 2., Life, ora Savour of Death unto Death,
26. to every Individual under his care A moft

important, and tremenduous Truft! neither
_ Yo te repofed by the one Party, nor affimed
' by the other, without the moft qwfu/ Soler-
mity.  And therefore it is fit that this Occafion,
_ 6n which the weighty Affalr is to be tranfaéted,
fhould be /Ig‘/iinguijZ’J with peculiar Solemni-
ty; .and particdlarly, that you fhould be en-

tertained witha Difcourfe adapted toit.

And as this Province is affigned to me
the Revd.  Prefoytery, 1 would fain fpeak,
‘and 1 hope, my Dear Brethren, you will ho«
t_x’cﬂly endeavour to hear with that paffionate




_groper-Solempmity ; and [0 fhould a Minifter's - 8
, « Refignation of his Charge.

Solemnity and deep Concern which becomesus

at Parting, We have had many folemn In-

terviews together in the houfe of God: but

now the happy Opportunity, fo lon§ fought

for, is come, when I may relieve myfelf from

a Charge, which, however dear,” and inti-

mately united to my Heart, was fo much too

extenfive for'me. Now I chearfully refign

you to the paftoral Charge of Another, who, pyif 2 2.

1 doubt not, wili wturally care for your.

Sftate. Henceforth ¥e fhall not probably have

‘wiany -Interviews, till, in very different Cire

cumftances, and for very different purpofes,

we v >t and mingle with the affembled Uni-

verfe, before the dread Tribunal of that ve-

nerable Majefty, whofe gentle Name, as a Sa-

viour, his been fo often proclaimed in our

Ears, There we muft give an Account of

our Fidelity in our refpeftive Stewardfhips.

There-we muft give an Account of all the 2 Cor. §.

Deeds done in the Bedy; and particularly -of 10.

the Improvement we have made of the' religi-

ous Privileges we lave enjoyed together—And

may we this Day anticipate fomething of that

dread Solemnity, which will then feize the

moft trifling and thoughtlefs mind among us !

May every Heart catch foinething of that

facred Fire of paffionate Zeal, and feel thofe

folemn and tender Impreffions, with which

this Difcourfe whege my Text lies; was deli-

vered and heard ! S ‘

’ 2,Cor.114

This Difcourfe is the. Farewel-Sermon of g,

Paul the 4ged, Paul the Chiefof the Apoltles, Phil, v. 9.

- €2 ~and 2.



y. 22.

v,

St. Pauls Refolution under Difficulties 3

“and the moft fuccefsful Propagator of Chrifti-
“anity, toa venerable Allembly of the Ephefian
Minifters, called to meet him at Miletus, to
receive the laft Advice and Charge of their
Jpiritual Father. His Sermon was preached
and heard with floods of Tears. And indeed
the pathetic Addrefs of the accomplithed Ora-
tor, animated with the affetionate Ardot
of the Zealous Chriftian, is fo irrefiftibly ftrik«
ing, that he muft be a {tranger to the tender

~ Paffions, who can read it, even at this Di-
. tance, without fenfible Emotions.

St. Paul was now upon his laft Journey
to Ferufalem, to relieve the poor Saints in
Fudea with the charitable Contributions of the
Gentile Churches, and to refrefh them with the
acceptable News of the Succefs of the Gofpel
aniong the Heathen. He knew not the par-
ticular Trials that were before him: but he
wis affured in general, by prophetic Intimati-
ons which he received in every City on his
way, that Bonds and Aflictions awaited him.

The Text contains his moble Refolution,
upon the Forefight of thefe fevere Trials,
which might iffue in the, lofs of his Liberty,
and even of his Life, asthey at length a&tual-
ly did. *Notwithftanding the fhocking Pro-

- fpet

* A few Days after St. Paul’s Arrival at  Ferufalem, we
find him mobbed by the Jews, (A&@s 21. 27, &c.) and when
he is refzued from their Outrages By the Chief Captain, he is
bound with two Clrins, and comnitted to"Prifon. (v. 33-34.)

After,
- ‘} .

i



And his Zeal to run bis Chriftian Race. * &

fpelt, he fets his Face refolutely o go to Fe- Luke 9.
rz}gm, [ifke the Captain of his Sal-fation, in §1.
like Circumftances; and purfues his Journey
with an undaunted Bravery, becoming a good .
Soldier of Fefus Chrift. BHe implicitly refigns 2 Tim.
himfelf to the Conduétof the Holy Spirit ; and 2, 3.
will tread the darkeft Path at his command.
None of thefe Things move me, fays he, neither
count I my life dear unto myfelf, fo that Imight
Jinith my Courfe with Foy, and the Miniftry
which 1 have received of the Lord Fefus, to .
teftifie the Gl_'kt{}el of the Grace of God.

The Apoftle confiders the prefent Life, and
the Services required of him asa Man and a
Chriftian, under the fignificant Metaphor, of a
Courfe or a Race, afligned him to run for a Prize;
probzbly with an Allufion to the celebrated
Olympic Games. This metaphor intimates the
neceflity of the moft vigorous Exertion of all
our Powers, and the moft unwearied 4% vity,
in the Duties of the Chriftian Life. To run Heb. 12.
this Race with Patience, and Aladrity, andto I-

Sinifh

After this, he pafled thro’ a Series of Abufes, and was drag

ged from Court to Court, (Ch. 22. 30, and-23. 30. and 25.
6. and 25. 23.) and never releafed from Prifon, but to be
brought like a Griminal in Chains ‘to the Barr, for above two
Years. (Ch. 24. 27.) At length he was obliged toput hime
felf beyond their Pewer, and bring the Matter to a. fpecdy
1ffwe, by appealing to the Roman Emperor; (Ch, 25. 11.)
and having fuffered the Hardthips of a Shipwreck in his
Veyage to Rome (Ch. 27.) he is there kept in los/ér Cuflody
for two Years ; (€h. 28. 16, 30.) at length more, c/o/e)v
confined, and at laft pur 10 Death by Nero, that Butcher of
Mankind, e



€ St Pauls great Progrefi-in the Chriffian Race ;

Sfenifb this -Courfe with Fop, was the principal

Bufinefs, the moft vigorous Effort of his Life.

And when, in the near Approach of Death,

he reviews his paft Conduct, wefind him in

the ferene Enjoyment of that fatisfaction, he

~ here fo ardently withes for— 1 have (fays he,

2 Tim. ufing the fame agoniftic ftyle ; 1 have) finifbed
4. 7 8 my Courfe ; — Henceforth is laid sp for me &
- Crown (not of fading Laurel, like that given’

. to the Conquerors in the Ofynipic Games, to-

which thereis a manifold Alhufion here; but a
Crown) of Righteoufnefs, which the Lord, the
Fighteous Fudge, fball give nie— Thus we find

_ vigorous Refolutions, put into Pradtice, fhall

. notfail of the Prize in View § which may a-
nimate us /o to run that we may sbtain. i

¥ Cor. 9. ) : : v

24 Befides his private Chriftian Courfe, the
Apoftle had'his public Minifterial Courfe, to
run: and he was no lefs folicitous to finifh’
this with joy. He was Zealous not only to:

- Sfave himfelf, but -alfo thofe that heard hint i’

1 Tim. 4."znd to fonifl his Miniftry, as well as the per-

1 ' fona! Duties of the Ghriftian Life. - .

_ The Apoftle had at this Time made rs.
Jmail Progrefs in his Chriftian snd Minifterial-

Courfe. His Attainmentsin per/onal Holinefs,

were fo eminent, that but few, if any of the
.Saintsinany Age-of the Church, haveequal~
1ed him. In apq/%olic Labours-and fufferings he-
was more abundant than all the Apoftles. He
“had braved the Dangers of Sea and Land, and
travelled ‘many Countries to propagatc the
joyful News of Satvation to perithing :Mul;i-
' ' ' tudes

¥ Cor. i
o

] E:or.! 1
23.




And his continued Barneftnefs to make” greater.. N

tudes. He had founded Hundreds of Ghurches,
and been the happy Inftrument of furning ma-.
ny Thowfands fErom Darkngfs to Light. In
fhort, Few have left the Earth, in the moff ad-
vanced Period of Life, who have gone thro’
fiach a Series of fuccefsful Labours and gener-
ous Sufferings, for the divine Honour, and
the Weal of Mankind, as St. Paul/ had at this
Time, when fiordry Years of his extenfive
Ufefulnefs were yet remaining. 1 But his wi- Rey. 5.
bouunded Zeal is not fatisfied with all this Pro- 263 11
fiency. He knew that Perfeverance is the — .5y
Tef? of Fidelity; and that none but be that.
finally overcomes fhall wedr the Crown. He
is therefore as anxious to finifb his Courfe,
to fimifb his Miniftry, with Joy, as if he had
wafted all his former Days in [dlenefs, or
ufelefs Aftivity. What he has done well in
the Service of his Lord, he humnbly rejoices.
in, and afcribes all the Glory to frée-Grace. 1 Cor.13.
But oh! all this'is mof emough, all this is No- 1o,
thing, when compared with the upbounded
oo b Aims

1 Chronologers generally fuppofe, St. Paul was converted
A. D. 35, that he took his Journey to Ferifalem A. D. 60,
and that he fuffered Martyrdom at Rome A.D. 67. ¥id.
Whitty’s Chron. Index to 1he N. T.) {6 that this Interview
with the Minifters of Ephefus at Miletus was in the "25th.
Year after his Converlion, and feven Years before his Death.
After this, he wrote his immortal Epiftles to the Philip. to
Philem. to the Culofs. to the Ephef. to the Heb. to Tim. and
Tit. probably in the Order here mentionéd: for in all threfe he
gives fomé Intithations of his fmprifenment. Aftert his, his Defire
of imparting fime fpiritual Gift to the Roman Church, (Rom.
I. 11.) was no doubt accomplithed ; and during his Cuftody,

. - his



8 St. Pauls Solicitude to maké & gratefil Exif; -

 Philip. 3.
13, 14.

- R

Aims of his pious Ambition, and his immenfe
Obligations tQ the blefled Fefus. He will de-
vote the Remnant of his venerable Years to
the fame Service: he will wear out the Re-
mains of his ftrength, juft exhaufted already
with the glorious Toils of his Office, in inde-
fatigable Endeavours to diffufe Holinefs and
Happinefs through a degenerate, miferable
World. He had hitherto ac?ed his part
well, on the private and public /fzge of Life:
but the molt important Part is yet to come:
e has not yet made his. Exiz: and now he is
anxious that that may be as graceful and
triumphant as poffible. His Heart was wluays
Jull of this noble Concern; and when he was
honoured with bonds and imprifonments for
the fake of Fefius, he is not advanced above it:
even then he was not content with all that he
had done and fuffered; but eagerly afpires
‘after higher Attainments: . for in his Epiftle
to the Philippians, written during his Con-
finement at Rome, ' he has thefe remarkable
Words; Brethren, I.count not myfelf as yet
to have apprehended the Prize; but this one

- Thing I do, as the principal Concern of my

- - Life;

$his Labours were not without Succefs among the Romar
Courtiersin Cacfar’s Palace; (Phil. 1. 13. and 4. 22.) and
his Magnanimity and Joy under all his Sufferings for fo glo-
rious a Caufe, animated his Brethreri in the Lord with much
more Boldnefs to fpeak the Word without Fear, (Phil. 1. 14)
—Glorious old Age! thus confumed in generous ‘Labours,
-and {ufferings for the Honour of -his -divine Mafler, and. the
belt intereft of an nngrateful World, wbhich confpired to re-
-ward himwith Torments and Death.!




His generous Contempt of the Difficulties before him.. o

Life; in this one thing all my meft vigorous
Endeavours center; forgetting. thofe Things
which are bebind, in my {piritual Race, and
reaching forth unto thefe things that are be-
fire; 1 ftrain and prefs toward the Mark,
for the glorious Prize confpicuous at the

He forefaw that Bouds and Affictions lay in
his Way ; and thathis Difficulties would en-
creafe with his Progre/fs in his fpiritual Courfe.
But he ftands firm and intrepid as a Rock, and
nobly infenfible of the thock. Nene of thefe .
Things move me, fays he:  Imakeno Account
of thefe Things: nay, I make AccouxTt ov
Noruinc.* I do net hold my very Lifz Dear
to myfelf, if 1 may but’ finifb my Miniftry
with foy. This he had at Heart above all
other Things: for this he would willingly
part with Life, and all its Enjoyments, as
Trifles’; yea, as Incumbrances, if they came -
in Competition with it: from the Purfuits of
this no Difficulties could difcourage him,
no Diffuafives reftrain him. Who, without
tender Emotions, can read his Anfwer to the
weeping Importunities of his friends, diffuad- -
ing him from going to Ferufalem, * What
wean ye to weep, and to break mine Heart? A&. 21,
for I am ready not-to be bound only, but alfa 13..
odic at Jerufalem, for the Name of the Lord

g D2 Tefus.
* This is an exa@, literal Tranflation of the Originah

;‘_‘""f rayor woweal. and is more emphatical than our commes
erfian, .



18 Thé End and Bufinefi of kis Office;

Jefus. Let Perfecution difcharge all her 4.

¢illery againft him; let Martyrdom appear in

the moft fhocking fhapes of Torsure; heis

calm and undaunted. His Life is at his Lord’s

Di!b}fal ; zgtdﬁ;xf‘ he can but review his Courfe

at laf?, an in his Mefler's Lan e

ot « Itis ﬁm:/bedg” with quiefReﬁgnatifZag or.
John 19. rather with joyful Rapture, he will give up
30~ theGhof?, tho’ itfhould be in Flames,. or up-
on a Rack. -O noble Bravery! worthy 2

good Soldier of the Captain of our Salvation!

The Confideration of the’ Bnd and Bufinefs
of his Office, and of the Perfon who had in-
velted him with'it, did not a little enflame
his Zeal and Courage faithfully to difcharge
it.

. The important End and pleafing Bufinefs
of his Office was, fo teflifiy the Gofpel of the
. Grace of God ; or (as the Original imports).
Solemnly and clearly to publifh and atteft. the

- goed News of the Grace of God.* Not
Crowns and Empires and all the Pleafures of
the Earth, could afford fo noble a fatisfacti-
oen to a generous Heart, as to wander over this
[wretched World,: like a Pilgrim, with the
| beneficent Powers of relieving Captives from
the Yoke of Bondage, reftoring Health I;:}d

. , e

® 1 ¢anniot, without this periphraflic Tranflation, folly ex-
prefs the Import and Emphafis of the Original, Jwusprupacda:
20" Eumyythioy 7r5 xaprros vov Quv, It is a familiar Criticifm that
’ ) - S U o OREvayysun




A great faducement ta the fbitbfql Difcharge of it. 3%

Eafe to the Languithing or Agonizing, deli-
vering. the Poor from Famine%d ‘Hggdfhips,_
and diffufing Happinefs around. But thefe'are
but temperal Bleffings, and dwindle into 77:ifles
when placed in Contraft with the immor- -
tal Bleffings of the Gofpel; and therefore
the Bufines and Defign of the Minifiry
is incomparably more benevolent, noble and a
delightful. To be the Meffenger of ever-
lafisng Salvation to Millions of perithing
¥mmortals; to be the Herald of the Moff |
High, to prochim RecoxciriaTion?! Re-
coxnciviaTion! to:a rebel World, devoted
1o univerfal Ruin; to bear the kappy Tidings
of Pardon and Life to.the numerous Gentile. .
" Nations,-who had long lain in a ftupid Neglecf -
of the Concerns of Eternity; or anxicufly
enquired-with Balak, (but to little purpq/vé(’ for

i ant

Evayymvov fignifies Gosd News; and fo the Name is a concife
Definition of the Thing. To teflifié, is too languida Word
to convey the Emphafis of Swuaprupac¥ai, ~ Pafor renders Sian
waprupouss etiam atque etiam obseflor, valde teflor. - Tt is ufed
10 fignifie the pafionate Vehemence and clear Reafoning with
which St. Paul demonftrated that Fefus was the Mefizh, at
Cerinth, when in a peculiar Agony of pious Zeal. (Ads 18.
5.) Sometimes. it fignifies to adjure, or charge with the So-
lemnity of an Oath, So it is- rendered 1, Tim. 5. 21. By
this Verb the LXX tranflate the Heb. VY Hegnidwhica
fometimes fignifies to give Warning,.(Jer. 6. 10.) fometimes '
Jolemnly to proteft, (Gen.43. 3.) and fometiines to witne/s and’
onfirm. (Jer. 320 2. Exod. 21. 19.) In all thefe fenfes it
may be here underftood; and emphaticaily é)p‘int out the
Manner in which the Gofpel fhould be preached.

'



PR The beneficent Dejign of his offece,

Mic. 6..6. Want of farther Information) Wherewi
Shall I csme before the Lord? &c. and to
honoured with this Empley, #ot by the by
or upon particular Occafons ; but flatedly
the principal, the only Bufinefs of Life ; whil
‘Perfons in other ftations are obliged, eveni
Duty, to fpend the greater Part of their Ti
sbout their &cular.affairs; how diftinguifbi
an Honour is fuch an Office. How wvebeme:

" muft be the Zeal of a Soul infpired] wi
fuch benevolent Sentiments as.St. Paul’s, 1
perform aWork of fuch extenfive Beneficence.
And what refined generous Pleafure ronft in-'
termingle with and’ lighten all the appreffive

_Labours attending it!—Efpecially when,

He was invefted with th¥ beneficent Office

by fo endeared a- Pexfin as’ the Lord Fefus.

‘This he mentions with delightful Emphafis—

that merciful Féfus, who feized me by his

Grace, in the furious Career of my perfecut-

ing Zeal; who ftruck me down a humble Sup-
AS plicant at His Feet, wish an almighty Expoft.
;h‘9' 1;6. tulation, Sewl! Saul! why perfecuteft thon me?
Job- 26+ inflead of firiking me to Hell with the Thunder
+ of His Power,; —that condefcending Fefus,
who raifed a proftrate Rebel, formed him in-.
to a chofen Veffel, to bear His Name before the
Gentiles, and Kings, and the Children of I
rael; and gave him the Honour of fiffering
Adg.15, great Things for his Name's Sake :— that
*36- compaffionate Fefus, the fincere Friend of
Publicans and Simners, who chearfully la.

boured thro’ all the Difficultics of the minje

fterial Office with which he has honoured me




wnd the Anthor ofit, agreat haducement to Fidekity. 13A

Twill wot Bve to myfelf, nor die to myfelf: Rom. 4.
but whether I'live, 1will live unto my Lord; y, 8.
and whether 1die, Iwill die unto my Lord ; Phil.1,20.
that he'may be magnified in my body, whether
it be by Life, or by Death. ‘ g

I have been the more full, My Brethren,
in-reprefenting to you the excellent Spirit of
$t. Paul, as difcovered in my Text, becaufe
I'think it peculiarly inffructive, moving, and
imitable; oh! :thatit may animate-all of the
facred Character '—1 amnow readyto confider
fome of the principal Subjects,” adapted to
this Occafion, which the Text fuggefts to us :
Jarticularly I fhall, - o

1. Shew what is impli;rd in the ;rrrt;al Defign
#1d Bufinefs of the Minifterial Offi.e, % Trs-
“ 115viING THE GOsPEL oF THE GRACE OF
< GOD." - . N

AL Shew what is implied in « Finisuina
“THE MinisTRY.”

11, Point okt “ THE PRINCiPAL DiFFiduL.
“ Ties,” that ufually attend the faithful Dif
tharge of it. And = . ’

IV, Shew that « Tug Jov RESULTING* AT
“1ast from the faithful Difcharge of it; is
& fufficient Encouragement to break thro' all
the Difficulties attending it.

[}

L Tamto thew You, What isimplied in the . .
§reat Defign and Bufinefi of the mini@;ial .

Cy



14

What it is topreach the Gq[pei.‘ '

Office, “ Testirving THE GosrEs OF Tha
“ Grace or Gon.” .

It is evident at firft fight, that it implies,
¢ That the Minifters of the Gofpel fhould
« principally infift on thofe Doétrines
- % that are purely evangelical, or pecu-
« liar to the Gofpel, in fuch a Manner
« as tends to ‘difplay the rich and free
«“ Grace ¢f GOD, and advance its E{o—
“ nour.” . :

The Subffance of évangelical Doftrines is
containied in that apoffolic Definition, o wit,
That GOD was in Chrift reconciling the world

2 Cor. g, unto Himfelf, notimputing their Trefpaffés unto

19

Gil.

ar.

them. And therefore all our Miniftrations
muft eenter and terminate in the mediatorial
Scheme of Reconciliation.

‘We muft indeed at proper Seafons, and in
a fuitable Proportion, explain and inculcate’
the great Truths and Duties of Natural Rel;-
gion and Morakty, as fuggefted by the Light
of Reafon, and more fully and clearly 4i/co-
. vered by fupernatural Revelation, in the Sacred
‘Writings; for thefe are not excluded in the
Syftem of the Gofpel, but/ippofed and perfected
“byit.- But the Knowlege of thefé alone is not
Jufficient to veftore a_guilty World into the
divine Favours, and form them fora holy and
+ happy Immortality: Otherwife the Religion
2 of Fefus had been a Superfluity. I any of
" the apoftate Sons of Adam could cbtain Righ-
tecufncfs by the Deeds of the Law of Nature,
: . then



B

Natural Religion jboul) be /éajbnably, but not princi- 15
- S pally infifted on; ’

then Chrift is dead in vain: and if any of Gal.2.31.
them feek to be juftified by this Law, Chrift

is become of no Effect to them ; they are fal- —5. 4.
len from Grace. ‘Thisis as true with Refpeét -

tothe Law of Nature, as'the Law of Mfes,
concerning which it is direétly aflerted: for ' .

the moral Law being a principal Part of the

latter, the former muft be included in it.

‘We mutt therefore lead you farther than the
Dodtrines and Duties of -Natural Religjon and
Morality, if we would conduét you to ever-

lafting Life, and approve ourfelves Miniffers -~ .
of the New Teftament,and not Heathen Mora- 2Cor,3.6.
lifts.— Befides; you do not equally need our ~
Inftru&tions upon thefe Points; for they are

written upon your Hearts, and fuggefted to Rom. 22.
youby your natural Reafon; fo that youmay I5.

obtain a competent Knowledge of them with

much more Eafe and Readinefs. But the

glorious Peculiarities of the Gofpel, are Mat-

ters of pure fupernatural Revelation ; Matters

which unaffifed Reafon, in our prefent dege- .

nerate ftate, could not fo much as form any

probable Conjeétures about : nay, till divinely ‘
tluminated, it miffakes them for Fooli/bnefs 1Cor.1.18

-and Nonfenfe. Flefb and Blocd, and all the Mat.1617.
; Powers of Nature tannot reveal thefe deep 1Cor2.10.

!

Things of GOD. Hence the Gofpel is fo Mark411.

often called a.Adyffery; a Myflery which Rom.6. 75

bath been hid from Ages and Generations; Eph. 1. 9.

a myftic Wafdom, which none of . the Princes 34 65 »9

of this World knew. 1In this fenfe are thefe "0 19¢
E

Words

L e



16 Jec;lﬂ our Reafon helps to the Knowledge of it,

Col. 2. 2.
— 4 3
Mat. 13.
1.

1Cor.4.1.
Col.12.6.
31Cor.2,7.

89

Mat.g14.

Youke 15
£y,

ot of the Gofpelr-

Words to be underftood as quoted dy the
Apoftle, tho’ often beautifully accommoda-
ted to another Purpole, “ Eye bath mat
&« feen, mor Ear heard, ncither bave enters
9 ed into the Heart of Mam, the Things
« which GOD hath prepared for them that
“.Jove Him” Hence you ftand in need of

“nuch more frequent and cdesr Iyffructions

in the fupernatural Doltrines peeullar to
Chriftianity, than in thofe of matxral Religi-
on; as the Light of Nature condudls you in-
to the Knowledge of the ane, butnot of the
other; and therefore we muft infift princi.
pally upon thefe evangelical Subjects. :

We muft expg, inall its naked Deformi-
ty and Horror, the wniverfal Depravity of
Mankind, andtheir Liabdlenefs to the divine
D{/}Iefﬁcre. A Conviction very snacceptable
to a felf-fattering World; but abfolutely ze-
ceffary to bring them to a fuitable fenfe of
their extreme Need of the mediatorial Scheme
of Salvaiion; without which they cin never
eomply withit, They that conceit themfelves
we//, will not make Application to a Phyfician.
Prodigals muft find themfelves regdy to perifh,
before they will think in earneft of a Retwrr
to theie Father's Houfe. The Redeemer’s
beneficent Defign into this guilty World,
svas not to deal with fnnocents, of which there
are nore among the Sons of Men; or with

Jfelf-rightésus Creatures, and imaginary Per-

fedbionifls ; who, while fuch, cannot poffibly
cntcrtag Him in His médiatorial Chara&;; :
i o TR R M
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e



Minifters fbould expofe the Sin and Danggr. of Mankind. 17

but His Bufinefs is, to beal the broken-bheart. Lukeq.3 8
¢ed, to fet at Liberty them that are bruifed 1fa.61.3.
under the heavy Load of Guilt and Cor- Matt. 31.
ruption; 2 cemfort all that mourn in ingenu- 28.
ous Repentance; and to give Reft 10 the .
Weary aund heavy lades. Thefe are the Cha~-
rallers of fuch as are the prepared immediate
Obje&ks of  His Mediation; and fuch alone
vill give bim a fuitable Reception as a Savi-
oar. But that '3encral,f«pcrﬁcial Conviftion
that they are Sinmers, which Confcience for-
ces upon the moft of Mankind, and which
they often entertain and exprefs with ferene
Sinpidity and trifling Levityy is not fufficient
to render them fuch : it mu,& be a particular . .
impreffive, beart-affeing Convi®tion. -And
to praduce fuch a Conviction, the Minifters of
6:{[&: muft flafb upon the minds of a fecure
orld the difagreeable Evidences of their
Guilt, their Corruption awd Danger. We muit
¢ry dbud, and mot fpare; we mult lift up
our Voices like a Trumpet, to fbew Men 2heir
Tranfgre[fions and Sins.~=We muft alarm
them with an jmpartial View of the ffate in  *
which they now enter into the World ; that they
were fhapenin Iniquity, and conceived in fin: Py .
that as they are born of the Flefb, they are 151+ 5.
but Flefh; that is, (as the Term generally John 3.8:
fignifiesin the Language of the New Tefta-
ment) degenerate and corrupt; and that in R C.
their qui there dwelleth no good Thing ¢ that gm 7.
they are all by Nature Children of Wrath ; a‘sé b, 2.2°
by the Difvbedience of ‘Adam, their common P2 2-3
Father and federal Reprfentative, they -werle‘- R
: ) Y { ',
E2 '

tfs. 28.12
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Minifters fhould expofe Original Sin

Rom. 5. all judicioufly conflituted*® Sinners: and by
18.—19. his Offence Fudgment came upon them all ro

>

Condemnation—But we muft efpecially la-
bour to convict them of their a¢?ual Sins, and
the inkerent habitual Wickednefs of theirHearts.
~ And this can admit of 7o reafonable Debate ;
as Nothing but the groffeft Ignorance or Self-
Battery can hinder their confeffing Guilt.
There we may eafily put them upon the Rack
of irrefiftible Evidence, and extort a Confeffs-
on from the moft Referved and Reluétant.
A common_Auditory may foon be bewildered
and loft in the Intricacies of the Controverfy
about Original Sin; as the Sick maybe eafily
przzledto give an Account bow they contra&t-
ed their Diforder. But alas! that we are in
faét degenerate; that we are in faét indifpof-
_ed; and even averfe to Holinefs, and prone
to Evil, isas evident, as that there is fuch a
Difeafe as a Fever, or a Confumption, inci-

" dent to the human Body. This is not an a4-

\ ftralt Speculation, ora precarious Hypotbefis
not founded upon Fac?s; but it isa Matter
of Senfation and daily Experience, as really

_asany bodily Difeafe. Turn your Eyes in-
ward, my Brethren, upon the matural Tem-

- per of your Hearts; turn them buckward on
your paft l‘ifc 3 look round you onthe Conduct
of the. World ; fure you muf? fee the melaa-
cholly Symptoms of the univerfal Corruption
of Mankind'in their prefent Race. Corrupt
_you are infact, however you became fo: And
, ' , -

fxam;r;&n;m appTONS,

LI



— - - -

But more efpecially aftual Sin. 19

Iwould advife you, rather to exert yourfelveg
for the Reparation ofyour Natute, which now
certainly lies in Ruins, than to be perplexing
yourfelves and others, and flinging injurious
Keflections upon the great GOD, upon the *°
Acccount of that ,Gm/%i!ution, “which was un-+
doubtedly ju/?, wifeand good, by the Violas

tion of which this dreadful Confequence has ! Kings
followed : and do not, like Ahab, hate the 22, S.g
Meflengers of God, becayfe they prophecy

m Good, while you dre in your natural ’
Sute, but only Evil. If you would receive
firitual Benefit by our Miniftry, fuffer us 1
honeftly to tell you that you are juttly called
Tranfgi'ejm‘;r: Sfrom the Wemb; that you are
¢ftranged from God and Holinefs, from the
Womb, and went aftray as JSoon as you were
born, foeaking Lies, or committing fome other Gen.

niquity, as foon as you were capable of alting:
‘tat every Imagination of the Thoughts of —8.21.
your Heart lias been only evil, and that con-

tinually from your Youth up : that while unre- Rom.1.30
§enerate, you are Haters of GOD: thatyour —— 5 7-
Minds while carnal, or the natural Relifp of |

your Flefb,* is Enmity againft Him ; and that C;,‘: -2
you have fhewn yourfelves His Enemies by ;o:u@;g_‘
vicked Works :  that you are willingly igno- Job2r.1 )
Tant of Him; do not like ta retain Him in S0 2114
your Knowledge ; but praftically fay unto the
Amighty, <« Depart fromus'; we defire not

the Knowledge of Thy Ways:” in thort, that

tere is none Righteous, no uot one; there is

wone that underftandeth; there is none that

- Jeckeit

48- 8!
rf, 58. 3.

.
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a0 Minifters foeuld preag:q:be preceptive Part of the

Pl. 14.2, fecketh after GOD: they are all gone sut of
Rom.310. the Way; thzy are altogether become filthy and
V. L1 18. unprofitable; there is none that doctls Good, no
————9. not one.~——there is no Fear of Ged before their
~———9 Eyes.- Thus we mutft prove, after theapofto-
‘ lic Example, that Fews and Gentiles are all
~——19 under Sin; that every Mouth may be flopped,

‘ End all the World convicled as guilty before
0D. :

And for this End, we muft preach the divine

Law; for by the Law is the Knowledge of Sin..-

. - 'The Precepts of it muft be reprefented in their

*=3. 20. eternal Obligations, their Extent and Spiritual-

ity, and clofely applied to the Confcience : for it

Rom. 7. is onlyby aclofe Application of this eternal
7> 14+ Rule of Righteoufnefs, that Sinners can be con-

vinced of their dberrations fromit,and efpecially

of the fecret Luftings of Sin in'their Hearts——

. We muft alfo difplay the penisl Sanilion of

the Law," in allits Terrors, to alarm them

with a fenfe of their dreadful Danger, and

~=4. 15. the deftrutive Confequences of their Breaches
- of the Precept: for the Lew in this View
whrketh Wrath; i. e. a fenfe of Divine

- Wrath. Wemuft ring that fhocking Peal of

Gal 3.10. the Thunder of Sinai in their Ears, Curfed
is_every one that continueth not in all Things

’ that are written in the Book of the Law to

Rome 1. do them. We mufl reveal the Wrath of GOD
18. . from Heaven againf? all Unrighteonfncfs and

: Ungodlinefs 5 and proclaim 7ribulation and

Wrath, Indignation and anguifl againft every
~—2.8,9. Soul of Man that doth Evil. - We muft point
up to the thickening Clouds of divine Venge-

o ance ,
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And its Penalty, to convince of Sin and Danger. 21 -

ance, gathering over. their Heads, ready to
burlt upon them in Vollies of deftructive
_g‘h;lundci'; and point down tbdthe burnin

ph below, yawning tremendous to’ fwal-
low them. -~ -

And now we may fuppofe the Simmers in
Zion afraid ; Feaz-fuisgjo} [urprizes the Hy- 1fa. 33 'I,‘
pocrites. Now the thoughtlefs /mpenitent,
whe hitherto dreamed away his Life in carpal
Security and delufive Hopes, anxioully en-
};nres, What foall I do to be faved? Now his xg 4 57
{opes and. Fears ‘gre alarmed, and infpire _;6, 30
bim with Earnefine/s unknown before in his  °
religions Endeavours. He forfakes his vicious
Praltices; he renounces the Society of Profli-
gites aud Triflers; he reads and hears with
eager Artention and deep Solicitude ; hebe-
comes folemn and ferious; and bebold he ___ 101+
prayeth| he exerts all his Vigour in earneft  ° 9tr
nitjes for Mercy.—All thisis his Duty;
d itisonly in the UJe of fuch Means thathe
b any ‘ground to expes? the' Divine Mercy.
But (21 there is Danger; a Danger of a dif-
ferent Kind than formerly. Formerly he was
in Danger of perithing by the Negledt of the
Duties of Religion ; but mow by a proud Con-
fiderice in the Performance of them ; and this
182 mope pernicious, becaufe a more plaufible A
Ground of Hope. While he goes about te .
eflablifb bis own Righteousnefs, he will not Rom. 10.
Submit bimfelf to the Rigb/t'eouﬁ:eﬁ of GOD: 3*
and tho’ from this legal Principle, he may
cwneltly follow after Righteoufnéfs ; he ne. ——9-31
: ’ ver .

——t

- —————
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22 The awakened ,S:‘n,;er in Danger of Self-Righteeafnefs.

Rom. 10. ver can obtain it, becaufe he feeks it not by
32.  Faith, but as itwere by the Deeds of the Law.

- St.Paul was fo fenfible how dangerous and
plaufible a Miftake this is, that he wrote Zwo.
whele Epiftles principally with a View to ex-
pofe it, viz. thofe to the Romans and Gala-
tians. e

Therefore, in this Juntture, when the Sin-
ner is congratulating himfelf upon his happy
Reformation, ‘and juft ready to relapfe into
Security, thro’ a felf-flattering Prefumption of

- the Safety of his prefent Condition, the Mini-
“fters of Fefus muft furprize him with unex-
peéted Alarms of his continued Danger. We
muft purfue him with the ConviGtion of his
utter Inability to relieve himfelf; and of the

- Infufficiency of his beft Endeavours to make
Atonement for hisSin, to procure himaTitle to
the heavenly Inheritance, to render him meet
forit, or to purchafe Divine Grace for thefe
Purpofes; and confequently that he is 7oz yes
. fafe, till he obtain a fpecial Intereft in the
Righteoufnefs of.Chrif?, by a genuine Com-
- pliance with the Terms of the Gofpel. He
Phil. .o, Muft be informed, that he muft .win Chrifs,
" 39+ and be found in Him, not having bhis own
Righteaufnefs, kut the Righteoufuefs of Chrif?
alone; that for the Sake of this, he muff
count all Things but Lofs, his own Righteouf
ne(fes as filthy Rags, and put no Confidence
1 6 63 in the Flefb. We muft labour to triag
T PO Jown his haughty Heart to admit the morts
. , L Lying

-

Col. 1.1

[y



Muftbe convinced of its Infufficiency, and brought 26 33
: truft in Chriff's. :

mortifying Conviltion, that he has deftroyed Hof.13.9.
bimfelf, and that in Gob alone is his Help;

that Fefus is' the only Way into the Divine 6.
Favour, and that #no. Mae can come to the Job-24.6.
Father but by him ; that there is no Salvation
in any other; for.there is no other Name un-
der Heaven given among Men, whereby we
muft be faved; and -confequently;, that all
the felf-righteous Meafures of ‘the awakened
Sinner to fave bimfe'f, are utterly vain——
Thus we muft, according .to the Apoftle’s
emphatical expreflion, Suut uin ve f6 the
Faith, asthc:v:gr Methqd of Salvation, and
leave him no other Refuge. © Gali3. 234

And when we have reduced him to this bap-
#, dreadful Dilemma, that he muft esther -
fubmit to Chrif?, or irrecoverably perifb, let us
exhibit the Almighty Redeemer full to hisView,
in the Medium of Gofpel Light. Let us preach
Remiffion of Sins thro' His Name to Sinpers '
of the firlt Magnitude, to Sinners of Ferufa- Luke 34.
lem—Let us difplay the infinite Dignity of His 47*
Divinity, the perfe&t Innocence of His Huma-
nity ; and the compleat Sufficiency of the 0~
éedience to the Precept and Penalty of the
Lay, yielded by an Inmanvss, an incar
nate GOD, as the Surety of believing Peni-
tents——Let us melt all their mournin,
Paffions (with the deep Tragedy of His Sufs
ferings, and chear them by Turns with a-
View of their gracious Defign. Let us
exhibit Him to a wondering World ftrug-
gling thro’ all the Difficulties of three and ..

: F - thirty
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24 - ’ Chif's Sufferings muft bepreached. .

thirty Year’s Labour, Temptations, Poverty
Ignominy and Perfecution. [Let us léad ther
trembling and aghaft to Gethfemane, to fu
vey the Man that is GOD’s Fellow, folitar
and fad beneath the Gloom of Midnight, prol
trate on the cold Ground, groanipg out th
_ardent, but fubmiffive Deprecations of Hi
innocent, yet paffible Humanity; - agonizin
under the Burden that forced a preternatura
Sweat of clotted Gore thro’ all the Pores o
"His facred Body: and all this He endured tc
anfwer the rigid Demands of Juftice, to pro
pitiate an incenfed Deity, -and- heave the
' .~ Mountain from a finking World. * For- #5is
S beneficent End, ‘He patiently fubmiitted Him-
felf a Vi&tim to the confederate Rage of Earth

and Hell. For ¢his, He permitted a Crew of

" feeble Malignants tobind his a/mighty Hands,

which coulgn have -commanded the Artillery
If.53.7. of Heaven to his Refcue; and' to lead
- _Him likea Lamb to the flaughter. For this
- ~He endured the Psin and Indignity of cruel
DNMockings, of the Scourge, of the crown of
Thorns, of Buffetting and Spitting. For #4is,
"His Hands, fo. often employed to exterd
Bleflings to an ungrateful World; . and His
“Feet, fo fwift to Beneficence, were torn. and
mangled with cruel ‘Nails; and all His Frame
racked upon the accurfed Tree. For this,

- He fuffered. all the peculiar Tortures-of Cru-
“cifixion+ and oh ! for this He felt the Eclip‘fcf:

Zegh.13.7

* # Oh what a Groan was there ! A Groan, not His.
He feized coir dreadful Righr; our Load fuftain’d 5
‘And heav’d the Mountain from a guilty World.
A thoufand Worlds /6 bought, “were bought too Dear.”
-+ Night Thoughts, No. 4.
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Their Severity and. gracious Defign; 28

of his Father’s Face ; which, notwithftanding -

His invincible Patience till then, extorted

from Him that loud, lamenting, expoftulato-

1y Cry, which extinguithed theSun, rent the

Kocks, ftruck the Earth with a Panic, and

aft univerfal Nature into a trembling Con- Mat. 27,

flernation; My God ! my God } Why haf} Thou 46-

firfaken Me !—-To this agonizing. Redeemer, =

the great Anti-Type of the brazen Serpent, Joh-3.14

hanging confpicuous on the Crofs, we muft

peint 3 that a dying World may look unto Ha.45.22

Him, and be faved.” We myft direct their

Eyes to Him, /ifted up from the Earth, as.

the refiftlefs /Magnet 1o draw all Men to Him— John 12.

The Meritorious Caufe of. His fufferings mult 3%

dlfo be particularly explained ; that was Lo

wounded for our Tranfgreffions, and bruifed '™ 5 3"56'

for our Iniquities ; and that the Lord made

the Iniguitses gf all His People to center upon

Him; that He fuffered the Curfe of the Law

1o redeem ws from it;  and was cut off, not

for bimfelf but for us : in fhort, that he fuffer-

el as our: Surety, in our Stead, to make Sa- .

tisfaction for our Sins.— By the frequent _ -

Inculcation of this, Sinners, evenin our Age, ;

my be brought' to mourn for Himas one 7.4 .

whom' THEY have piercéd; and . inftead of 1:: -12.

transferring all the Guilt of His Murder upon =

the Fews,, to turn Self: Accufers, and cry out, Gen. 2.

We are very guilty concerzing cur Saviour. 5, 4

This will .alfo _ help them to. conceive of 14e

Metkod in which they may ebtain an Interef?

in the Merit of His Suffering, viz..by /egaf 2cor. 10,

Imputation.. They may be made the Righte- 2y,

Whefs of Gad-in him, “in the fame manner
§ T, T T

Gal.3.13.
Dan.926.

.~
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His Willingnefs to receive Penitents, -

" that-He was made Sin for them., And as their

Guilt was charged 0 His Account, and He
fuftered for it, as tho’ it had been His own,
fo His Righteoufuefs may be imputed to thews,
and they jultified and faved by it, as tho’ it
was their oun. - '

This naturally introduces the joyful Tid-

1fa.32.21 ings, that GOD s reconcilable, that He is well

pleafed for His Righteoufnefs Sake, who hath

Joh.3.16. magnified the Law and made it honourable :

that now He can #luffrate His Fuftice, in
Jaftifying all that bekieve in Jefus : and there-
fore that whofeever believe in him, without
Exception of the moft abandoned Sinner,
Sball not perifb, but have everlalting Life—
We muft alfo reprefent the Willingnefs . of

~ the gracious Redeemer to receive” returpin

Penitents. A fenfe of Guilt is naturally -
morous, and cafts the Prefumptuousand Con-
-fident into trembling Diflidenec and Defpon-
dency. We muft therefore encourage their
Apphcations to Him by the Meekrefs and

3 Cor.10. Gentlenefs of Chriff ; and allay their anxious

Fears with the gracious Affurance of His own

5 ;
Joh.6.37.blefled Lips, that him that cometh wito Him,

He will in no wife caft out. "We muft lay o-
pen the Tendernefs of HisHeart, the founds.

10.6 3.5 of His Bowels, and His Mercies " towards

them. And when they . begin to bemoan

- themfelves, in penitent Strains, we muft re-

refent Him as ecchoing back their Complaints
in the tendereft ftrains of paterns! affe&tion ;
I not the mourning Penitent my Sor, my

. degr
% L
A/"—“\_.__u, )
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. Without a Righteonfuefs of tb,e:;r own. 2y

daar Son? Is he not a pleafant Child? for Jer.31.18.
fince I [pake againft him,. Ido - carneftly re- 19.
member him fisll: therefore my Bowels are ——-<20.
troubled, for him; 'I will furely have Mercy :
upon him, faith the Lord. The anxious Sin-

ner, now under the Influence of a felf~
righteous Spirit, muft be relieved from his .
fruitlefs Toil, in working out a Righteoufuefs -

of his own, to ingratiate him with the Re-

deemer ; and this endearing, evangelical Truth,

the only Support of defponding Souls in e-

very Age, muft be inculcated upon him,
That Chrift does not expect that bhe. fhould .
come’ to Him recommended with a Righte-
sufnefi of his cwn, but is ready to receive g :
bimmiferable, and poor, and blind, andnaked, *317~
and that a hearty Willingnefs to receive Him — >2**7°
freely, asa Saviour, according to the terms of -

the Gofpel, without Money and without Price,

is the only. Prercguifite to obtain an Intereft

in Him. .

- This willimmediately lead usto the delight-
ful Exercife of the Miniftry of Reconciliation,
in befeeching Sinners, in Chrift’s ftead, to be
reconciled to GOD. This will naturally in-
troduce the Inculcation of Faith in Chrif?,
as the grand Condition of the Gofpel. This
the Gofpel infifts upon above all other Things,
as the Koot of all living Religion ; becaufe all
the other Parts will naturally grow from it.
This was the principal Subjeg?he' Apofiles
infifted upon, teflifying to the Fews, and al- | .
fo to the Grecks, Repentance towards GOD,

_and Faith tewards our Lord Jefus Cbrg’}:
‘ - - This

3 Cor. 5.
19y 20.

’l. .
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Acts16,3.

Faith in Chrift muft be inculeased,

This  Anfwer was always ‘Ready upon - their.
Tongues, as the moft pertinent to all Ea«
quirers after Salvation, Believe on the Lord
Jefus Chrift, and thou fhalt be faved. And.
%0 this their Commiffion led them; Go ye into
all the World, and preach the Gofpel to every,
Greature ; i.e. Declare to them, that be that
believeth, and is baptized, fball be faved:.
but he that believetly not, fball be damned—--
"Tis true, there might be fome'Pecuiaritiés-
“in the Mode and Defign of preaching Faith in
Crift, in the apoffolic- Age, which ¢annot be
pradtifed and intended in the fame Lati-
tude, in onr Age and Country. The Fews-
in general did mot - believe in Chrift a$ the
Meffiah; and the unhappy Gentiles had no
previous “Knowledge of ‘Him. It was there-
fore necellasy to -demmonfbrate His: divine.
Miffion at large, and to overcome their igno-

_xant Prejudices with- refiftlefs Evidence, that

" they might yield a rational Faith to it.” And:

tho’ it may_be expedient, even among us, to
feafon at Proper -Seafons; upon this funda-

-mental Article of the Chriftian: religion; - eft
p,cdagy fince the Crew of ' Deiffs have been
curfed

ith fo -much “Swccefs” in enfnaring
Profelytes to theiwr Syltem of modern Heathen:
#m’s yet, asit is generally profeffed and fpe-
cudatively believed in onr Country, it is not
neceflary to infilt a5 largely vpon it now, as
in the apoffolic Age, when Infidelity was fo
generally avowed. - But the general Profeffiori
of Chriftianity in'oxr 'Day, does not at all
sender it needlefs, to urge Men to believe in

Chrif?, in the principal Senfe of faving Faith,

Faith



Becasfe a fpeculative Faith is not, fufficient.

“Faith"in Chrift, as it was preached by the
Apoftles, implied more than a fpeculative Be-
i - lief tmat Fefus was the Meffieh ;. it implied a
cordial fubmiffion to him, and a bumble Truft
in him as the only Saviour, giving him
that effectionate and dutiful Entertainment,
which His Mediatorial Charalter demands
from perithing Siwners. This was the priz-

“tipal Idea included in Faith in Chriflt, e-

‘ven there; and in this Senfe we muft jill
-exhort Sinners to believe. For without this,
their fpeculative Belief of Chrift’s divine Mifli-
‘on, and the Truth of Chriftianity, will be (o
far from faving them,. that it will but aggra-
_pate their Condemnation. And no Falt can

be more notorious, than that Multitudes who

profefs Chriftianity, and yield a fpeculative
“Affent to this fundamental Article, are far
from deferving the Charatter of true Believers,
inits principal Senfe, and full Latitude, as
-afed in the Gofpel-*—Let us therefore. eg-
¥lain the Mature,” and urge the Neceffity of
‘Faith : and let us exhauf? the rich Topics of
Perfuafion to this great evangelical Dugy,
“which the Gofpel furnifhes us with; and ne-
‘ver defift from our Importunities, ‘till we

have -

29

* Thefe Hints are intended to expofe a ftrange Notion of
thelearned af’ judicious Dr, Whitéy, elpoufed by fome, 15t
4t is abfurd and unaccountable ¢ that Miniflers in their Sermons
fhould be fi zealous to exhort Chriflians (i. e. the Profeffors of
Cbriftianity) to believe in Chrift; and be fo full of Motives 19
perfuade them fo to do.”” (See Whitby’s Pref, to the Eph, and
to the Gal. )---This isno proper Place to difcafs the Matter 3
otherwife 1his Form of Preaching might be proven proper o-
vsngelical and indeed neceffary to brimg Mcen to a genaine

Compliance with the Gofpel.

P
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"3 The Nature and Neceffity of Regeneration,

. have gained this .impomnt Point ; for if we
fail in this, all our Labours muft be wunfic-
cefsful ; and whatever elfe we gain, .is loft.

" Thus from the Reprefentation of the ruin-
Conditior of Mankind in their fallen State,
we naturally afcend to open the glorious Method
of recovery thro’ Cbriff. When we have
preached Repentance towards GOD, by ex-
pofing the univerfal Corruption of the Unre-
generate, and the horrid Deformity and
deftru&tive Confequences of Sin; we proceed,
by natural Gradation, to preach Faith tewards
our Lord Jefus Chrift.

And by an -equally natural and eafy Gra-
dation, we may proceed from expofing the
prefent Degencracy of human Natyre, to
thew' the Nature and Neceffity of a fuper-
natural Change of our iénnate corrupt Dsfpo-
fitions, as wcﬁ asa Reformation of our Lives.
This Change we ftill dare to call Regeneration,
or the New Birth, in &ite of Contempt,
while we are fheltered by divine Authority :
andif any of you cannot underftand this Doc-
trine, I am /orry for you; for all the Saints
 Joh.3.7 have learned it by Experience. Marvel not

, 7" that I fay unto You, Ye MUST be born again.
You would have more Reafon to wonder, if a-
ny fhould tell you, that this Change is need/efs ;
,or (which is much the fame) if they fhould
explain it away into a meer external Rite,
That Creatures fo corrupt, fo deftitute of a
delightful Relifh for the Exercifes of Devoti-

on,

¢,




Inferred from the Degmefary of Mmitind.

on, and fo en{aved to impetugus Propenfities

to Sin, fhould be capable, withiut an entire

Change of Heart, of relifbing the refined Plea-
fures of Heaven, which confift in the PerfeGion
of Holinefs, and implacable Averfation and
compleat Freedom from all Sin; this would be
Jfirange Dotrine indeed ; thocking to Common
Senfe.  This would beas ftrange and abfurd,
1 if one thould take it in his Head to affirm,
that a perfon /anguifhing under a confumptive
linefs, is capable of the Labours and Fatigues

of aftive Life; or that one whofe Taffe is

entirely vitiated by ficknefs,can relifh the Ex-
tertainments of a_fumptous Feaf?, without any
Alteration in’ his Habit of Body. But it re-
quires no laboured Demonfiration to Common
Senfe, that our Difaffection to Holinef; muft
be fubdued, before we can enjoy a whole Hea-
ven of Happinefsin the Perfzétion of it; and
that our natural Love #o Sin muft be extin-
guifhed, and the ftrongeft Averfion to it en-
flamed, before we can count it the higheft Pr:-
viledge to be free from it ; in fhort, that our
imate Difpofitions muft be entirely changed,
and made guite the Reverfe of what they are
by Nature. No fuperficial external Amend-
ment is fufficient fot this; much lefs a meer
outward Rite, which tho’ of divine Appoint-
ment, Has not heart-changing Grace in/feparably
annext to it. It is therefore aftonifbing, that
the Nature of the Thing, our own Experi-
ence'and Obfervation, and the plain Deferip-
tioms of this Change in the Sacred Scriptures,

A

bave not yet banithed the Fiction of Bapfi/- -
R . G,  mal’
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32 ' Regeneration neceffary

mal Rogeneration from the Churches.* But
alas! it is hard to redtifie the miftaken Neti-
ons of Men about this important Point; and
threeforeMinilters muft frequently and largely
infift upon it. We muft folemnly aflure
~ our Hearers, that except they are born again
Joh. 3. 3. of the Spirit, they cannot enter into the King-
————7,-dom of Heaven: that if any Man be in Chrif?,
o bhe is a new Creature ; old Things are paffed
- 2 Cot. 5. away; and behold, all things are become new :
17.  that in Chrift. Fefus nelther Circumcifion a-
, C vaileth
*1 freely own that fome great and good Divines have affect-
‘ed this [Manner -of Speaking, and contended that Regenerati-
on in the Scripture Senfe, may be properly predicated con-
cerning a/l that are baptized, whatever their moral Character
be. But then they grant, under other Terms, the Nece/fity
of that Change of Heart, which others chufe to call Regene-
ration. founded, upon their Expofition of Jobn 3. 5. the one
. of Water; the other of the Spirit; and trankly confefs the
 Infufficiency of the former without the latter. When they
thus explain themfelves, they cannot be charged with falfe
Doéirine, but only with an fmpropriety in Language. And
a very grofs and enfraring Impropriety, I humbly conceive,
itis: for (as the candid and judicious Dr. Doddridge, a Fa-
vourite of al Denominations, well obferves) ¢ they who
¢ yigoroufly contend for. this Manner of [peaking, (for afier
* ¢ a]l it is buta Difpute about a Word) acknowledge exprefs-
¢« ly, that'a Man may be faved without what they call Re-
«¢ generation, and thathe may perifb withit, And tho’ Perfons
«¢ are taught to fpeak of their State in Confequence of Bap-
% pifin, in very high, and Ifear, dangerous Terms; it evi-
<« dently appears, that many of whom they are ufed, are fo
¢« in a State of Salvation, as to be daily obnoxious to Dam-
¢ nation 5 fo phe Children of God, asalo to be the Children
“ of the Devil’y and fo Inberitars of the-Kingdom of Heaven,
¢ a5 to be Children of Wrath, and on the Brinkof Hell.
4 Serm. on Regen. pege 18. ‘
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As the principal Part of Pratical Religz"on.

vaileth any Thing, nor Uncircumcifion, but

the new . Creature; 1i. e, (as thefe Terms ge-
nerally fignifie in the apoffolic Writings)

a Conformity to the Rites and Externals of the
Fewifb or Chriftian Religion, does not avail
any Thing to Salvation, without fuch an In-
fufion of new fupernatural Difpofitions, as

may not improperly be called a new Cregtion.

We muft flath upon relutant. Minds the
unwelcome Conviction, that #i/l they are

I —

33

thus rencwed in the Spirit of their Minds, Eph,4.28

and endowed with gracious principles of Aéti-

on, their beff works are not traly and formally -

good, and cannot procure  the divine Accep-

wance ; that while they are in the Flefb, i. e. Rom.1.8.

intheir natural State, they cannot pleafe Him:
that we cannot walk in good Works, till we

are His Workmanfhip. created in_Chrift Fefus Eph.2.10

tothem ; that 2 new Heart muft be given us,

and a new Spirit put within us, before we paek, 16,
an keep the [Patutes.of God, and do them : zsze 36

Or, in the memorable Words of the 13th
Article of the Church of England, That
¢ Works done before the Grace of Chrift,
“and the Infpiration of His Spirit, are not
“ pleafing to GOD;  for as much as they do

“ not fpring from Faith in Jefus Chrift : nci-’
Jpring

“ ther do they make Men meet to receive
“ Grace.—And becaufe they are not done
“4s Gop hath commanded them to be done,
“ we doubt not but they ‘have the Nature
“ of 8in»—The Graces of Chriftianity,
and even the refined Virtues of Morality will
uot grew and ﬂauri/éin the unfriendly .So.;:é
' ST 2 ' .
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33.

. . . .- 1

Regeneraticn not in our own Power;

" of an unregencrate Heart: and therefore we

,~j

1

muft inculcate xegeneration as the Foundati.
Mat. 32. on of all praftical Religion : for the Tree muft
be {made good, before the Fruit can be /7.

‘And it is becaufe this' Method is not generally
taken to reform the World, that Pice flours fb-
es like a luxuriant Weed, and Religion with-

ers like a tender Plant in an unnatural
Soil.

But this Renovation of the whole Man is
fo difficult a Work, that it is entirely beyond
the Power of degenerate human Nature.
‘We fet Sinners upon a defperate Attempt,
when we urge them to crea%‘ém/?[ves anew
in their own f{trength: {ifd however well
pleafed they may be with a felf begotten Re-
ligion, and however much they may idolize

“the Work of their own Hends ; it is far fhore
of ‘that fupernatural, Heaven-born Religion,
which will grow up and ripen into eternal

“Glory. We muft therefore lead them' to the

- Hely Spirit, as, the great Fountain of divine

. Influences for the Reparation of their ruined

Nature. We muft inform them, that th

aCor.3.5. are nut fufficient of themfelves to think an

Joh.15%. Thing as of themfelves; but that. their Suf.
- Yhil.1.13 ﬁrien?t is ¢f GOD: that witkeut Him they
can do

nothing 3 but that they can do all

Joh. 3. 2, Things thre’ Chrif? firengthenirng-them : that

- of the Flefb, nor of the will of Man, but of

$51,1213. to be born again, is to be born of the Spirit ;

and that when they become the Sons of GOD,
they -are born not of Blocd, nor of the Will

.




: - But the Work of the Holy Spirit 35

GOD : thatall the Graces of Chriftianity muft
be wrought in them by divine Ageacys that
all the Profpect of their Repenting inan evan-
gelical Manner, depends upon the happy
Peradventure that GOD will give them Xe- 1 Tim. 2..
pentance ; and all their Encouragement to 16.
hope for it, refults from Chrift's being exalted Ag
as a Prince and a Saviour 0 be (fow it ¢ that E 65 3 é
Faith alfo is the Gift of GOD, and not ef-them- Cg i 221 2
[elves s that it is of the Operation. of God, g v T ¢
and an illuftrious Exploit of His exceeding zop. 119
great and mighty power ; that it is Hethat cir p
cumeifes eur Hearts to love Him: and fheds ¢,
abread His Love in our Heartsby the Holy Rom.s.s.
Ghoft : that it is He that not only begins a o
good Work in-us, but muft perform it unto the ph), 1. ¢.
Day of Chrift, if ever it be brought to Per- "
feftion: In fhort; that our only Eneourage-
ment to work cut our Salvation is this, that 12
is GOD who worketh in us both to Will and to 2. 12,12,
Do ; and that the working cur Hearts into Fit-
nefs for the heavenly Banfions, isa Work
that becomes a God, and requires the Exertion 2C0r.5.5.
of His a/mighty Power, "We muft therefore
daily make the moft importunate Applications
to Him,. for the Influence of His Spirit to
belp our Infirmities,and towork all our works RO 8.29
inus, And He has given us Reafon humbly 1f3-26:13
to hope that” our Importunities fhall prevail; -
for thus the Bleffed Fefus condefcends to .
reafon from the Principle of paternal Affecti. .
oz ftill remaining in the human Breaft, amid '
the Ruins of our. Apoftacy: If a Son fhull
sk Bread of any of you thit is a Father,

. ) will

30.




36 Sermons mtg’} be adapted te

Luke r1. ‘will he give him a ffone >——If ye then, - bee
11,13, ing evil, know how to give good Gifts unta.
©your Children; how much more fhall your
beavenly Father give the Holy Spirit ta them

that ask Him, : o -

By the Inculcation of the great Truths of
the Golpel in this Urder and Conneclion, we
may humbly expect, thra’ the divine Blefling
upon our Miniftry, that fome untbinking Crea-
tures will be made truly Religious. And then

CQ’- 2.7. our next Gare muft be, to reot and build them
A up in Chrift, and ¢ftablifh them in the Faith;
_ and to promote their Growth in Grace, and in
2 Pet. 3. the Kuowledge of eur Lord and Savisur
18. Fefus Chrijt.—Here, I muft pafs over the
great Variety of proper Meafures for this

Purpofe prefcribed in the Sacred Writings,

* and only hint at one or fwe Things.

Let us adapt our Difccurfes to the various.

Cafes of the Saints 3 as rejoicing n Hope of

Rom.g.2. 1/, Glery of GOD, or tremblingand perplext
, ' with Jealoufies and Fears : as growirg in Grace,
or as lunguifbing under Spiritual Relapfes and
Decays. Let us delineate whatis generally

" - diftinguithed by the ivame of Experimental
Heiigion 5 and infift much upon the various
Exercifes of pious Souls. - Let us not think-

it beneath us to endeavour to remove. their
Scruples and reQtifie their Miftakes, however
caufelefs and abfurd fone of them. may be.’

The moft Learned and Rutionsl among us

tand in need of the like Condefeenfizn from

: o ‘ our
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" The various Cafes'of Chriftians. 3

our divineProphet, and therefore we fhouldnot
difdain to fhew it to the -weak;/) of His Dif-
ciples under our Tuition. Difcourfes of this
firain may be deemed the Cant of Fanaticifin,
by Proud #its and affe®ted Rationalif/ts ; and
we may be cenfured as miftaking the #hims
of a melancholy Imagination for fetious Gafes
of Conftience: but fuch Difcourfes are moft
agreeable and ufeful to the Generality of fin-
cere Chriftians, who are tenderly exercifed
sbout divine Things: and the Few who are
Iohappy as to be raifed above thefe little
Scruples and Perplexities of weaker Minds,
by larger natural Gapucities, and fuperior De-
grees of fupernatural Illumination, will readi-’
ly pardon, or rather approve our Condefcenti- Joh.arag
on to the feeble Lambs of Chrift’s Flock. = g 54001 1.

Finally ; Let us urge them that have befieved Tit. 3.8,
inGOD, to be careful tomaintain gnod Works. 11.
Let us guard them againft turning the Grace Judev.4.
of GOD-into Lafeivioufnefs, and finning that Rom.6.1.
Grare may abound. Let usteach them, that
their being under Grace is fo far from giving.
them Encouragement in Sin, that it is the
Jiromgeft Reafon poflible why it fbould not
bave Dominion over them. ~Let us. afliire ;
them, that -the fame Grace which bringeth -wee-t4,
Sslvation to them, does alfo teach them to o
deny Ungodlinefs and worldly Lufts, and to Tit.2.12.
live righteoufly, fiberly and godlyin the World, 13
4nd when we inculcate the Duties of Religi-
on and Morality, let us'do itin an evangelical
Manner, as Minifters of the New Te/lament,

T ' and
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. Believers muf? be urged to good Works.

and not as Heathen Moralifts. Let us incul-
cate them with a direct Reference to Fefus,
and the medjatorial Scheme, astheonly Soarce
of our /irength to perform them, and the only

Ground of their Acceptance with GOD.

This is a brief Summary of the Gofpel of
the Grace of GOD : And when we make thefe
Doélrines the principal Subje&ts of our Ser-
mons, then we teffific the Gofpel in fuch a man-
ner astends to illuftrate the Grace of GOD.—
Thefe humble Doétrines are indeed difagreeable
to the modern Taftz, and rot very fathionable
in fome Places. This Foolifbrefs of Preaching
is deemed the Reverle of Enthufiafin; a fordid
Entertainment, at beft fit but for the unpoli-
thed Vulgar. Thele glorious Peculiarities of
the Religion of Jefus, in their primitive fim-
plicity, are naufeated ; andlanguid Harangues
upon moral Virtue, or ingenious Différtations,
or various Speculations, ufurp their Place. .
But thefe humble neglected Dofirines of the
Crofs will be found, in the Iflue,, the only

" fuccefsful Expedient to-recover-the apoftate

Sons of Men to real Holinefs, and the Favour
of GOD: and afier that the Wifdom of the
World with all its nfoft vigorous and ingenious
Efforts, has foiled in vain to reform Mankind,
it pleafes GOD by this Feolifhnefs of Preaching
to [ave them that believe, Thele almighty
Doétrines were the Jicapons with which the
Apoftles demolithied the ffrong Holds of Satan
and brought the Nations into a willing Cap-
fivity to ihe Obcdience of Chriff.  And thee
ST Dollrines



Thefa Dotdrined wel agteedble to the Tafte of the Age. 49

Deétrines without the modern Refinements,
or rather Adulrerations, are {till crowned with
Swccefs, and feated by the Holy Spirit as ge-
nuine and true, wherever they are preached
in their original Purity: And let us rather be
counted Foals,for Ghriff's Sake, than affe& to y Cor. 4.
be in the Mode, by renouncing them. * Let ;8.
the Ter#ot of that apoftolic -Imprecation, re-
peaved whh fuch dreadfal Emphafis, and exe
tended €ven to ‘the miniflers of Heaven, de-
ter us from fo dangerous a Compliance with
the depraved Tafte of the Age; Tho' we, or
an Angel from heaven, preach any other Gof- Gal, 4.8,
pel witto you, thar that which we have préach-
ed unto you, let bim be accurfed. As we faid
befere, fofay I now again, If any Man preach
any other Gofpel unto You, than that which ye
havereceived, let them be accurfed. Let baptiz-
ed Fews among s, ifthey will, d/k afien; and 2 Cor. 1
modern Greeks, naufeating the humble enter- 22, {
taiinments of the Gofpel, feek after Wifdom:
We will not bumrour their vitlated Tafte; we -,
will preach Chrift crucified, tho’ to the one ——--23,
He thould be ¢ fPumbling-Block, and to the "
other Foolifbnefs. And, Bleffed be the Lord Rom. ¢.
God of Sabbaoth, He has fill-left us u fmall 29. .
Rémnant under various Denominations, who la. t 9.
will relifh this Entertainment; for to them '
that ‘are effeCually called, whether Fews or T Cot. 1.
Greeks, whethet unlearfied or learned, howe- 24.
ver differentthe prejudices of their Education
have been, and however different their Senti-
ments about the difputable Circum/fantils of
Chriftianity ; fo them univerfally, Chrift is
the Power of GOD, . and the Wifdom of GOD.
And it isin vain for conceited buman Wit .

B . . domt
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40 Terthe bn{y Means o reform the World.,

dom to affe to impreve upon the Divin

Contflitution, or to eret another of its own

as better adapted tothe End; forthe Foolifh

. nefs of GOD, is wifer than Men, and th
1Cor.1.25 Weaknefs of GOD is ftranger than Men.

Having thus pointed out the principal M
terials of our public Difcourfes; I'beg you
Patience a little longer under this Head
while I offer two or three Remarks upon the
Manner in which we fhould preach the Gof-
pel of the Grace of GOD—~—Now we tho
preach.——with « particular Application ;—
¢ with affectionate Soleninity ;"——and with
 a peaceable Spirit.”

1. Let us preach the great Dottrines of the
" Gofpel with “a particular . Application” to
our Hearers, according to their fundry Cafes.

The Gofpel cannot rationally operate upon
the Minds of Men any other Way than by
bringing them to the Knowledge of themfelves;
and itis the great Defign of the Miniftry to

ive them this moft »/zfu/ Branch of Know-
edge.§ But, they cannot difcover it them-
Jelves, and fee it adapted to their Cafes in par-
ticular. And confequently, Miniffers hould

" adapt their Difcourfes to their refpective Cafes,
and caft them into fuch a pungent, diftinguifts
ing

" § === Coelo defeendit, yr¥icuvre, - 1
Figendwn et memori traétandum Pellore-=.Juy. Sat. I1.

-
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The Gofpel to be })-eacbed withparticular )pplic&ti on, 41

ing Form, as to lay their Hearers under a hap-
Py Neceffity of applying them to themfetves,
and feeing their particular Concern in them : 1Cor.4.1,
Minifters are frequently called Stewards: 2.
And we know it belongs to that Office, to Tit. 1.7.
diftribute to every one in the Family bis pro- L-uke 12
per Portion in due Seafon. Aud if the Ste. 4%
wards of GOD’s Houfe do not rightly divide
the Word of Truth, applying to-all their Por~
tion, according to their refpe&tive Charatters, -
and feparating the Holy from the vile, -they J“.'I'..' 59
are Workmen that need to be afbamed, as the 2 '™ 3.
Apoftle more than intimates. When we ad- '3
drels our Hearers promifcuoufly, in abftract,
undiftinguifhing Harangues, they are apt to
forget that we are fpeaking to them; and will
hardly refle& upon their own particular, per-
Jinal Concern in the important Meffages we
bring ; which have an immediate Reference to
every  Individual, as much as if they were
direfted to a particular Perfon by Name. -
When we do not feafonably intermingle in
our Difcourfes fome clear, * diferiminating
Marks, refulting from the Subjeéts, whereby C
our Hearers may examine themfelves whether 2 “OT-13
they be in the Faith, and difcover their real 5
Charafters, they cannot ap;}y the Word to
themfelves, according to their refpeétive Cha-
ralters ; t?\:y cannot appropriate the Dire¢ti~
ons, the Confolations, or the Terrors, that
belong to them as Saints or Sinners. This pro-
mifcuous, undiftinguifbing Method of Preach«
ing is as gbfurd and pernicious, as if a Stews
ard thould feaster ;larious‘ Provifions, befolt;g

. 2 is



3 That Mcnmay fee their particular Goneeen in it

Luke
27

his Domeflics, and lequve it to their Appetites
what Entertajnment to chufe, without confult-
ing.their Conflitutions: Or as if a Phyfici-
_an fhould fling Medicines at rgndem among his
Patients, without informing them of the Nature
of their various Difeafes, and diretting them
- to make Applications accordingly. And when
, We ebaracterize Saints and Sinners, let us pot
do it in a dillant, abfiralt Manner, fpeaking
of fome Body in the World, in the third Perfon,
3s tho’ we were charafterizing thofe, that are
glﬁnt, and not our Hearers prefent; others
wife they will hardly refleft that they belon§
to the Clafs either of Sgints of Sinners ; and
fo will pot apply to themfelves the Portion of
either; foritis nﬂonij[g:ug, and might feem

_ ncredible ta fuch as have not feen it uphap+
ﬁl;.);conﬁrmed .by Obfervation, how averfe
-Mankind generally are toqpply the greas Truths
of the.Golpel to themfelues, and to hear them
as interefied Perfons; 45 Perfons that have the

- mofl satimate, important Cencern in them.
*To remove this grand Obflru&ion to the Suc-
cefs of our Mipiftrations, we muftaddrefs our-
felves 20 qur Heareys in the moft ‘pointed d:{
6. tinguifbing Form. OQur Bufinefs, My Breth-
yen, is with vot,, who kear ys ; and therefore
do not expet that we fhould amufe you with

- ghe Chara&ter of fome vqgue, indefinite In-
dividuals, that may be fomewbere in the wirld:

- Our Adrefles are directed to yow, to you in
particulary and you are cach of you gerjonal

- ly concerned in them. In this pointéd Form
our great Mafter, apd compleat wpl;g;:



A oly it therfeloes. 4y

wont to addrefs His Hearers; as even a fu-
gelicl, ial Obferver cannot but fee, who reads
is' Difcourfes recorded by the Evangelifts.*
Or if any are fo impioufly modet as to think
this Made of Addrefs in the inoffenfive Lamb
of GOD ruoz and irritating; or conceit”
themfelves oo polite to learn true Oratory from
Him who formed the Tongue; let them at Exodl
leaft condefeend to learn it é'om Demafthenes | 4
and Gicers, whofe celebrated Orations owe .
much of their Life and Energy to this Cir-
cumftance, that they are direct, immediate
#nd pointed Addreffs to their Auditory. Let
us exhibit the diftinguifbing Charaters of
Sgints and Sinners, in the firongeft Light;
and earneftly urge our Hearers to examine
themfebves by them; that they may difcover
their reql Charaters, and appropriateto them-
felves the Confolations or the Yerrors thatbe- .
long to them refpeétively. And let not ah
gxtrquagant Charsty, which is but ignorant
Credylity, millead us to think this Search
needlefs, Let us not promifcyoufly compliment
them in grofs, as tho’ they were all fincere
Chriftians s for tho’a Perfuafion of this would
be “inexpreflibly pleafing to a benevi?llent ,

: . . . eart

* Many [oftances of this might eafily be given; but it
fdce ‘here to refer the Reader to the following.
Luke 6. 2®. to the 27, and 13. 3. Mat 7. 9, 10, 11. and
33.33.t0 the 33. In the fame Manner did Fobp the Baptift
preach, Mat.3, 8,—~10. And St, Paw/. A&, 32.7. -



4% The Marks of Saints and Sinmers muft be propofed,

2Cot.11..

2.
Gal.g.11.

2Sam.12.

Ia.30,10.

Heart, and eqfz it from many an Agony ; yéc
alas ! - where is the f2lec? Society, where the
happy Congregation, concerning which' the:
mo& generous Charity, under any fpiritual
or rational Limitations, can prefume; that:
they are all truly religious? Let us not fear
to infinuate, that-we are jealous oder themy
with a godly jealowfy; and are afraid, left
we have beftowed Labour upon fome of them:
in vain. 1t would indeed be imprudent for
us .publicly to particularize the Guilty or
fufpetted: that we muft leave to the Confcience,
and muit Charge that Licutenant-Governour
of the King of Heaven to be faithful in itsTruft;,
and fix the Charge upon the Guilty, faying,
like that horneft Prophet to a mightyKing,“7 4oz
art the Man.” Butwe muft furnith Confcience
with Light to form a Judgment, by exhi-
biting the general Characters, and expofing
the dreadful Doom of the Wicked ; —of the
wicked among Jur dear Hearers, as well as
elfewhere. They may indeed rather affet
fmooth Things; and this generous Inftance of
the moft faithful and difinterefied Friendfbip

. may bereturned with angry refentments. But

A&, 20.
AM’

® This

we muft not humour them to their Ruin ; nor
confult our own Popularity more than Fi-
delity in the Difcharge of our Office, and ac-
quitting ourlelves from the Blood of all Men.

2. Let wus preach the Gofpel' with “ pa.
tl:¢tic Earnefinefs and affectionate Solemnity

i’articular is-intimated. by the emphatical Word

dupaprvpasyas. which (as was obfervedin a former Note) im-
- plies a pathetic Solemuity of Addrefs, like that of Adjurationy,




Tte Gofpel fhould be preached esrnefbly and folenmely, 45

To addrefs ourfelves to perifhing Fmmor-
2als, on the very Brink of Eternity, in cold
Blood ; to lull our Hearers aflecp with languid
Harangues upon Matters of everlafting Con-
Jequence and infinite Importance ; Matters that
might overwhelm them with their tremendous
Weight, transform them into ffatues of At-
tention, and gqwaken all their molft vigorous
Paffions : this is the moft fhocking Incongrui-
1y in Nature: this is incanfiftent with the Ora-
tor, the Chriftian, and the Minifter of Fefus.
This gives Umbrage for juft fufpicion, that
the Speaker himfel% has no fuitable fenfe of .
the dread Importance of the Things he is
fpeaking, upon his own Spirit; but amufes
himfelf and his Auditory, with them as #ri-
Sfling Levities: and how little Energy fuch
Jpiritlef; Difcourfes will have upon the Audi-
tory, may eafily be determined by fuchas know
any thing of human Nature.t Itis at /eaff an
Evidence that the Speaker ufes unnatural Vie-
lence to fupprefs and conceal the genuine and
vigorous W orkings of his Heart, under the In-
fluence of fuch Solemn and tender fubjeéts;
for fuchis the Conftitution of human Nature,
. that we cannot but fpeak in earneft when we
are in earneff. A warm Heart, under the al-
mightyEnergy of divineThings, will exprefsit-
felf in the very eafy Language of Nature, unlefs
. it
+ - —8i vis me flere, dolendeum cft
Primum ipfi tibi.——— Hor. De Art. Poet.

-
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46 And this is naturdlte a Heart duly affelted with
. , them.

itbe laid under violent Reftraints §: and de-
vout Paffions will adorn our Delivery with
thofe genuine Indications of affectionate Con-
cern, which are fo decent, fo graceful in
Chriftian Orators ; which ate the moft power-

Jul Eloguence to our Hearers; and which Af-
Jeftation and Grimace ftrive to counterfeit in
vain. True Politenefi can never require us'to
"deviate from Nature, and put on the Mafjue

of fo aukward an Hypocrify, as to appear
ftupidly calm and difpaffinate, when our
Hearts are all on Fire. 1 am far from Te-

* - commending

§ Omnis Motus Animi fusm quendam a Natura habet Vultum,
et Sonumy et Geftum : totumgue Corpus Hominis, et ejus omnis
Vulius, omnefque Voces, ut Nervi ir Fidibug, ita fonant, ut
e Moty Animi funt pulfae.——Cic. De Orat. -

{ Here I am confident the Reader will pardon me if I
borrow a few- Lines from that rich Treafiry of pious and
majeftic Sentiments, The Night-Thoughts; written by the
celebrated Dr, Young ; as goof a Judge of Politene/s and the
true Sublime, as moft that have adorned the Englifs Nation.
1 iope I fhall be forgiven alfo, if I take the Liberty of tran/:
pofing a few Lincs, to render the Quotation fhorter; and
.altering two or three Words, to adapt to the Preacher what
was originally applied to the Poet,

8 O ye cold-hearted frozen Formalills!
Ye Quieti’s in Homage to the Skies !
Serene! of /31 Addref(s — is my Difcourfe
Too turbulent ? too paffionate? too warm?

Are Pafficns, then, the Pangs of the Soul ?

Reafon alone baptig’d ? alone ordain’d \
‘To touch Things facred ?—Oh for warmer ftill .
On Themes like thefe, ’tis impisus to be calm ;
Paffion is Reaf-n; Trenfport Temper, here,

.-

Shall
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Yet a paffionate Fury of Addrefs fhould be dvoided 47
1}

commending a wild fanatical Air, an irrati-

omal paffionate Fury, or the frantic Reveries

of Enthufiafm: the/e are extremely indecent

and odious in the Minifters of the Gofpel,

who are to perform @ reafonable Service, and .

to fpeak the Words of Truth and Soberncfs : Rom.1.21.

but I would humbly recommend a félemn and A&.26.35.

fervent Addrefs, animated with affeftionate .

Zeal, and yet regulated with all the Decorum

Reafon prefcribes. Minifters fhould be burn- joh.5.354

ing as well as fhining Lights : they fhould '

diffufe among their Hearers the Light of

Knowledge, and the Fire of Devotion #o-

gether like the Sun, which #lluminates and

wirms at once, and not like the Stars in -

the Winter Nights, clear and cold ; nor like

Comets ‘glowing 4ot, but confufed and eccen-

tric. The God-like Solemnity and affe&ti-

onate Earneftnefs of Chrift's Addrefs, was

probably ome principal Reafon. of that ho-

nourable Confeffion extorted from His.very

Enemies, ¢ Never Man fpake like this Man,” —~-7. 46

On this Account alfo the Peopie were firuck '

with Aftonifhment at His Dollrines for He

taught them as one having Authority, and not
. - . with

$hall Heaven which gate us Ardomr, and bas fhewn -
Her gwn for Man fo {trongly, not difdain :
What fmooth Emollients in Theubigy, - ,
Recumbent Virtue’s downy Doors preach §—
Devotion, when /ukewarm, is undevout;
But when it glows, its Heat i5 firuck from Heaven.”

: Night 4.
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48 Let us imitate Chrift and ‘His Apofiles.

Mat.7.28 with the Langour and flupid Air of th
—--29. cold-hearted, droning Scribes. In this tha
» » ardent Preacher St. Paul imitated his. Mafter
fuch was the affectionate - Earnefinefs of hi

. Delivery, that his Enemies feem to have raken
Occafion from it to infinuate that he wa

2 Cor. 5. befides himfelf, when under the wvigorou
—13.14. Conftraints of the Love of Chrift.- Unde
fuch an awful Inipreffion of the Divine Pre-

[ence, with fuch tender Concern, and grace.

Sul Solemnity, may we command the Attenti.

t Thel2. %" of our Auditory, and folemnize theit
, *“" Hearts | May we [peak not as pleafing Men,
?C or. 2.4, 24t GOD | May we jfpeak, not with enticing
ps 24 Words of Man’s Wifdum, not with pert 74ea-
AROr2:37 fricel evities, but as of Sincerity, but as
of GOD, in the Sight of .GOD in Chrift, with
Demonftretion of the Spirit, and with Power!

——g.2. Let vs, by a folemn Manifeflation of the
. Truth, commend ourfelves to every Man's
o ‘Cowfcience, in the Sight of GOD, warning
(Col.1.28. every Man, teaching every Man iri all Wif-
Gal.4.39. dom, May we, travel as in Birth, with
Pangs of zealous Concern,. till Chrift be for-

2Cor. 6- 04" in our Hearers; and let owr nouths
1. “be opercd unte them, and our Hearts be en-
, larged! With all the Authority and Affecti-
1Thef. 2. onate Solicitude and tendernéfs of a Father
‘11, towards his Children, may we exbort, and
comfort, and charge every ene of them! Let

' our~Hearts be fofthed with fuch apoftolic
Phil.3.18. Tendernefs, that we cannot mention ¢he Ere-
mies of the Crofs of Chrift without weeping;
and that we may warn cvery wne Night 13md
D . ay

A&, 20.
31




We fhould 'not'bring in_perfonal or party Contq/h. 99

Day with Tears! And, when we furvey - .
impenitent Sinners, and denounce their dif-

ma} Deom, may our Hearts melt thro’ aur

Eyes, with fomething of that. compaffionate

Cincern, which diflolved- the Heart of our

graciows Lord, amid His only 7riumph, and Luke 19.
the Hofiinna’s of the Multitudes, at the View —g4, 42.
of ungrateful Ferufalem, the Den of thofe

favage Murderers, who He knew in-a few -

Days would fhed His facred Blood ! Fhus it
becomes the great Truths of the Gofpel to

be preached ; . and when thus preached, they

are moft likely to make fuitable Jmpreffions

upon the Minds of Men. :

3. We fhould preach the Gofpel of Peace -
with “a. peaceable Spirit,” not caufelefly in-
troducing perfonal or pariy Contefts into our
public Difcourfes, nor intermingling our own
angry Paflions with thofe .Controverjies. that
are meceffary for the Vindication of Divine
Truths: - '

It does not become the Servants of that _
Mafler who was called Beel-zebub, to be Mat. 10
peevifly and touchy, under Calumny, and ex- 25-. -
.ceffively tender of their Charalters: and
when felf-vindication is a Duty, asfometimes
itis, the Pu/pit, and the precious Hours facred
to public Worfbip, are not a fuitable Time - '
and Place for the Purpofe. We fhould not'
preach ourfelves, but Chrift Fefus the Lords 2Car 4.5
and never let our Honour interfere: with

His..
. Iz We

\



.
N Wi bigotted Zeal into our Sermons. -

‘We fhould alfo difdain to proftitute our

noble Office to the fordid Purpofes of a Party.
“An Uniformity of Sentiments about the Cir-
cum(tantials of Religion, which have been
controverted by Men, perhaps equally valuable

on bath fides, cannot be expected in the pre

fent imperfe&t State, however defirable it be.

Good Men will always be unanimous in thofe

Things in which ‘the Subffance of true Reli-

gion confifts, witheut out warm Difputes up-

on them: butall our Controverfies and Argu.
mentations upon extra-effential, and leffer

- Points, will never bring good and wife Men,

and much lefs the unthinking Herd of Man-

kind, to a perfect Agreement about them?

om.g.¢ Let cvery Man, efpecially every Teacher o
Rom.14.5 'Mankinc'lt be fully pl:‘fuaZed ieris own Mind,
that his ewn Conduct may be regulated in 2

Sfleady, uniform Tenor : and he may, at pro-

tPet,3.15 per Seafons, affign the Reafons of his Perfua-
fion, with. Mecknefs, Fear and Moderation:

Rom-14-1 but let him not bewilder the weak with doubs-
JSul Difputations, nor four the Minds of his
- ' Hearers with little angry Debates about his
. 'J“ de'y 3. Peculiars, inftead of rourifbing them with
‘¥ the great Truths of the Common Salvation.

‘What tho’ he be right-in his ewn Opinion?

(as indeed, who is it that is not orthodox to

himfelf ) This will not warrant him to fling

the Fire-brands of Comtention among his

Hearers. Some that have been miffaken in

thefe Circumftantials, have conduéted them-

felves with fo much - Moderation and For-

£ f?ﬁrance, that they have done /efs l»y'myﬂ:z

-



. And angryPaffions not to be m:'ngle? with Controverfies. S

the Church, than others that have been rigid-

ly right with their difproportionate and into.

lerant Zeal: and it may ftand as a Maxim in

the Chriftian Church, That MmoperATS anD

cANDID ERROR, IN ExTRA-EssENTIALS, 1S

NOT 80 PERNICIOUS, AS FURIOUS HIGH-~ .

FLYING OrTHODOXY. Let us labour to gain

Men to the' Knowlege and Pratice of genuine

catholic .Chriftianity : be this the - principal

Obje&t of our Zeal: for this End let us ex-

hauit our utmoft Abilities: and we thall have

neither time nor Inclination to turn afide to

vain Fangling. The Defign of our Ufficeis 1Tim.1.6

not to propagate the Contagion of Bigotry, .

or to gain gracelefs Profelytes to a Party;

but to gather the People to the Divine SHILOH, Gen. 49..

and make them #ruly good—And it afferds 10,

us no fmall Satisfadtion, My Brethren, that

you are our Witnefs, that in all our publi¢

Miniftrations, and .private Converfation a-

mong you, we have acted upon this generous '

Principle, whatever Ignorance or Prejudice

has infinuated. to the contrary. - .
‘When the e/féntial and important Doftrines

of the Gofpel are perverted ar denied, then it

is our Duty to contend, and that earneftly, Judev.3.

for the facred Depofitum of the Faith once

delivered to the Saints, and to hold faft the 2 Tim, 1.

Form of found Words againtt all the Artifices 31 '

of the Enemies of Truth to wref? it fromus,

In this Cafe, which, alas! too often happens,

Controverfy is unavoidable. But éven in this

Cafe, we muft fpeak the Truthin Love; and

&i
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53 Fim.’/bi;rg the Miniftry implies Perfeverance.

Jam.:.zd temper our Zeal with Humanity and Compaf-

fion: for the Wrath of man worketh not the
-Righteoufnefs of God. Scriptyre and Reafon,
and not Raillery and Paffion, are the proper
Weapons to fight the Caufe of 7rath; and .we
muft not fpeak wickedly and malicioufly even
Job 14,7, for God, nor talk deceitfully for Him. Let us
8. expofe Error in its native infernal Colours,
and treat it with the moft rigid Severity it de«
ferves: but the Perfons that efpoufe ir, let
us Jove as Men, and pity and-pray for as
the unbappy Advicates of fo wretched a
- Caufe. . : . . '

Thus, My Brethren, I have fhewn you, as
far as the Limits of this Difcourfe would per-
mit, the great Bufine/s of the Gofpel Miniftry,
Teftifying the Gofpel of the Grace of God;
and it is by the Labours of fuch as faithfully

' purfue this Method, that you ipay expect to

be cdified.—~—Tis not my Defign, Sir,* to
ufurp the ‘Province of your Inffruéior ; but

1 humbly recommend thefe Things to you, to

.+ beimproven and matured by your own Cen-

. templations. In this Method, My brother, [
doubt not but you have honeflly began. to.

T N teflifie

* Here the Preacher addreffed himfelf immediately to Mr.
Tedd; and fo elfewhere when the Addrefs is diredted to 2
particular Perfon; which the Reader may perceive without
farther Intimation, tho’ the Afofircphe, without -mentioniog
the Perfon, is not fo difcoverable and graceful to 4im, a3t
a Hzarer and Speciator, - i o

i



And clofe Application to it." 53

teftifie the Gofpel: but to 1)?gin well, isnot e
nough,——And hence Inaturally proceed,

1I. To fhew what is implied in % Finisn~
ING THE MiNisTry.”

‘This implies two Things, —PERSEVE R~
ANCE in the faithful Dijcharge of the minif-
terial Office,——and, A joyful and lhappy
CONCLUSION of it ir the important Hour of
Death, )

1. To finith the Miniftry implies PERSE-
VERANCE in the fauhful Difcharge ¢f it.”

It is not fufficient to make a Flourifh upon
our fir/? Entrance on the public Stage; to
flafb and blaze for a while, till we have ren-
dered ourfelves popular, and fecured our own .
Intereft; or to ufe extraordinary Diligence
as an Artifice to obtain a Settlement. But
we muft Continve fervent in Spirit, and Rom
never ceafe to warn every one, at proper Occa- | " "%
fions, Night and Day with Tears. Our Work pq f@ 55
is not the Bufinefs of a Day, but of our _,5 5y,
whole Life,and therefore we muft devote.our
whole Life to it, and e ffedfaft andimmove- y Cor.y5.
able, abounding inthe Work of the Lord. As ¢g,
we have received this Miniftry, we muft not 2Cor.4.1.
faint ; but approve ourfelves as the Minifiers —.6. 4.
of GOD by much Patience. A Difpenfation
of GOD is given wnto us to fulfil the Word of
(9D : and methinks I hear the venerable St.
Paul addrefs us, ashe did Archippus, Take C
kecd to the Miniflry which thou haft received ———4417,

‘ : ‘ in

120

Col.r.25.
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And a happy Clofe of our Work at Death. ~

. —
\ N

.~ 41t the Lord, to rucrit it: never think thoy

. haft done enough, till thou baft compleatly
Sinifbed it. + We muft be inffant in fafin

2'Tim .4. and out of Seafor. We muft make the Mini-

2.

ftry the Bufinefi of our Weeks, as well as of
our Sgbbaths. The Negle®t of preparatory
Jtudies is a more criminal Kind of floth in ws,
than the Neglett of their proper Bufinefs in
Men of fecular Employments.. -An Emperor
- of the World catching Flies,t or turning.all
bis Attention to a Fiddle* is not fo fhocking
a fight, as a Minifter of the Gofpel, abandon-
ing himfelf to an over-eager Purfiit of the
World, diffolved in Luxury, trifling in idle
Converyfation, or wafting too large 'a Share of
his.Time upon the little Delicacies of polite
Literature ; when he fhould be engaged in la-
borious. Studies after ufeful Knowledge to
. communicate to his People, or wreffling wish
GOD in importunate Prayer for himfelf and

' A®.20.29 them, or teaching them publicly, or frim

Heufe to Houfe~—~We muft not only continue
our fir/t Zeal and Diligence, and retain the
Acquifitions of our Education; but by incef«
fant Application to ftudy, a 'Courfe of ar-

Prov, 4. dent devotion, we muft make new improve-

- 18.

ments.. Qur pathlike thatof the Fuft, muft
be as the /kining Light, that fbineth more and
more unto the perfect day,. " We muft grow

. o in

"‘ Thus hc alfo addrcﬂ}s 777”');‘/}_}', Ca/ :’m Siaxoviay fnh‘ntwﬁpn-
#n 2 Tim. 4. § Tho' our Tranflation gives it fomething
- of a different Turn 3 and he ufes a like Phrafe concerninghis
vawm Proprels in the Miniftry, Rom.1§, 19, ——merrnponeas 7
Euvayyinie —ee ) [
~ t Dewmitian, .

* Nero, borh Roman Emperers,
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And & bappy Gl of var Hirk at Death, . g5 -

in Dnifherig/ & well 8 Chriftian Greacr; and
s the Knswiedge of our Lerd end Skvisar Fe-
fus Chriff:  Let St. Poul’s fatherly Ghdtge to
his Son Témethy hava W tight upon our Heatts.
Negleé? net the Gift that is in thee, which wes

givier: thee——iwith the laying o of the Hands 1 Tim. 4 |

-of the Prefiytery: Ghve Attendance to Read- 14,

ing, fa Exhortdtiok, te Defbrine, Meditate =—u.13,
spdn thefe Things ; and abftraQing thyfelf as

fir as poffible ‘other Gofesy pive thyfelf

wholly to thevi; thut thy Piofiking mizy appear, -
améo All: i € thet all thy Hearers may difcos &
ver thy dily greveng Proficiehey in evety
mirtiferial Quaifieatlon ; snd that thew st

not af & fiand; of upon the Decline, kike a . .
Perfon weary of his Office.  8udb _improden

ment miay jiflly be expehad; efpecisily from

perfons ¥it far ddvdnked inYeats. And fio-

thing but Lizinef; or » criminal Waly of

‘Fimhe iy #dle Vifids, trifiing Comverfation, ox
exceffive fecular €dres, varl prevest it C

2. Fc’m‘ﬁig the fm‘mﬂry i_ikire efpcutﬂy'u Iy
ifnpties « a bappy and joyfh! Clofe of enr Work -
in the important Hm’cfy Béath? .

y_m-iﬁms- y ;g’b}:’t‘ Jip;rta&; ; b:itﬂz; M}fﬁm aCor.4.7..
els 3 a, e Propiets, do they Bve for e- Zech, 3.5,
vg # ¥ populer dnd wieful Minitters were g
centinmed: baniortal from Ageto Age, amida . -
dying Weitld, they would at length becone
the Obleéts of fuper/Fitiaws Veneration, or*a
kind of Adoration; but God wilely feeares his
- own Glory, andkhdlir{delivm. Mankmdfr&q\ }

. K. 18

-
PSS
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56 . Confeous of Faithfulnefs.in it: -

‘this Temptation to Idolatry, by timeoully ré-

-moving them out of this Way. Now when

- "Death advances them from their pious Teils

Jdelow , to the happier Emg‘loyments of the
triumphant Church on High ; then, and not

. till then, their miniftry is finifbed. And when

. they expire under a Gleam of Heaven, and

- - #eview their paft Condudt with a joyful cor-
Sioufnefs of Fidelity in the Difd'lal.'ﬁle of their
-important Funétion, then they finith it with

... Joy. - When thix is thelr Rejoicing, even the
Teftimony of their Confciente, that in Simpli-

eity and godly Sincerity, and net with flefbly

Wsfdom, but by the Grace of God, they have

2 Cor: 1. baid their Converfation in the World, and more
13,  efpecially towards.their refpetive Charges :
: then they may make an honourable Refigrmation
-of: their Office -5 ‘and having fnifhed their.

. TWork, they may humbly expeé? the Reward.

: Them, ferene and undaunted amid all the ghaft-

}y Terrors. of Death, they may fay, with

' - fomething of the Rapture of their bleffed Re-
John 17, déemer, “ I have glorified thee on Farth; 1
py -have finifbed the-Work Thou gaveft me to do:
and now, O Father, I come to thee.,” Then
a—i—s.17. they may take 2 graceful Adiex of the World,
. .and make not only a fafe, but a:triumphant
* Exit from the public Stage. Then, confident
and placid, they may confecrate their. Death-
bed for a Pulpit, and expend their expiring

- Breath in recommending that Fefus and that
‘Religion, which were the familiar Subjeéts of
their private Thoughts and public Difcourfes

" in Life ; and which they now find fufficient to

: ‘ Jupport



The Difficulties of the minifterial Office ; 85

Jupport them in their Jgf? Extremity, and to

enable them to infidt the Tyrant Death, and

the all-conquering Grave : O Death! where is 1Cor, 1§:
thy Sting ? O Grave ! where is thy Viétory ? 5.

My Brethren, what a glorious Prize is this!

With what alluring Splendours does it gleam

upon ys from afar, and animate us to break

thro’ all the Difficylties attending the purfuit !

which are meither few nor fmall!—And this

reminds me that I propofed, )

II. 7o point out © THE PRINCIPAL Dirri1-
CULTIES,” which ufually attend the faith-
Jul Difcharge of tbe minifterial Office.

When we turn our Thoughts to this me.
lancholy Subje&t, thefe Difficulties crowd y-
us on every Hand, and rife up before ug
1n a difmal Succeflion. They principally pro-
ceed from “ the Difficulty of our Wirk in it-
Jelf 3’ — from “ the Averfiun and Indifpofition
of Mankind to the great Defign gnd Tendeucy
of our. Miniftrations ;"—from  the Oppofition
of the World,”—and of “ the infernal Powers;”
—and (as we muft honeltly confefs) from
“ our own Infirmities.” ' '
1. Thereis no fmall ¢ Difficulty in the work
of the Miniftry in itfelf.?

>Tis our Bufinefs to unfold the eries y
of the Kingdom of Heaven, which. ar?ﬁda’efi :?."' phd
from the Wife and Prudent; and to explain __.; 3118
the deep Things of God : at once to familiarize x Cor. 3.

‘ S K2 -the 10,




St Proceeding fromthe Wk iplf, |

the fublimef? Truths to the mem{?ﬁapadﬁes;‘{
and to prelerve their native Dignity and Grans,

deur, that they may not fall under the con»

tempt of ghee;udi_ciow and Delicate. Itis

our hard Talk to clear oyr Way, and ¢ondud

our Hearers fafe through the Intricacies of

- thorny Controverfy, with which the moft im-
’ vortant Truths are now unhappily perplex-
ed. We muft as it were delineaté the very

Hearts of Men, that Saints and Simers may

know themfelves. ‘We muft auticipate apd

yuard againft their Ojections, however unrea-

onable and caufelel{; obviate and remove

thelr confcientious Scruples, however abfurd

or trifling; and overceme their inveterate Pre-

judices and ftubborn Infidelity, not with im-
‘perious, dogmatical A/fertions, but with clear

ind folid Reafining. We muft Pre&nt divine

‘Things to them in 2 pleafing V?:r}e of Forms,

to adapt them to thelr verious 4%:: and Ca-

3 Cor. 9. ities; and thus, becoming all things to all
enr, weak 1o the Weak, and ftrong to the

23. .
: {rong, we muft all Means i fave
-of eve;'y Chara&et:.y ?Ve muft fhew ou:;fgv";
" Matt, 13, Serides well inflrulted wito the Kinggom of
§2. - Heaven, and bring forth out of our Treafure

~ Things new and old ; that we may not cloy

them with fidlfome Repetitions, It is our Cha-

A@s 18. ralker efpecially to bewrighty in'the Scriptures;
24. that precious inexhauftible Mine; where we
: are to digg for Knowledge; and whence we

2 Cor, 6. are to make many rich, ‘The Scriptures are
Y0, fufficient to make the Man of God perfelt,
:6'1"!11:; 3« thoraughly furnifted to every gopd werk ; and
Y6y E7Y Jurmjued 19 §HaT we

»
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Which requires extenfive Milities. 59

we are to ufe them for Doctrine, for Reproof, 2 Tim. 3.
for Correction, and for Inftryction in Righte- 16
onfreefS—And whois [ufficient for thefe Things? o ..qq,
hat great Accomplithments are neceflary to
make us ready Scribes of the Law of the God Eara 5. 6,
of Heaven, and able Minifters of the New Te- 2. :
ftament ? A little Smattering of human Lite- 2Cor.3.6.
rature, a fiperficial Acquaintance with Divi-
#ty and experimentul Religion, a ftock of
ulelefs Pedantries, a volubslity of Tongue, -
aDexterity to amufe the Populace with empty
Harangues ; thefé are not fufficient: andmuch
ﬁ a Capacity to play the Plagiary in reading
Sermons of others as our own ; which i3
but fealiug the Ward of the Lord from our Jer.23.3@
Neighboyr, and ftrutting Majefty in borrowed
Feathers. § But our Work requires an ex-
tenfive Acquaintagce with the various Bran.-
ches of human Ledpning, efpecially thefe'more
immedjately fubfervient to the Study of Di-
vinity, an! the Arts of Reafoning and Perfua-
fion. The facred Oracles efpecw:lliya mult be
the Objefts of our daily Contcm{y tion and
laborious Enquiry. 'We muft alio read Men,
as well as Books, and obtain the Knowlelge of'
buman Nature: And it muft be our daily.
Labour to maintain and obferve the rigorous
Bxercifes of Religion in our owxn Hearts ; that
Experience, the %dt of Teachers, may affift
us in our Applications to others; and that in
o our

%-—,-.-,Sl forte fuas sepetitum venerit olim
rex Agium Plumas, moveat Cornicula Rifum

_Furtivis nudasa Goloribus -=« Hos. Epift, Lib. I Ep. 3, . *
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Diffculties from the Indifpofition,

onr own Hearts, as in 2 Mirrour, we may fee
the various Cafes of other Chriftians : for as in.

Prov, 27.Water Face anfwereth to Face; fo doth the heart

19.

of Man to Man. For thefe Ends, we muft be.
ardent and frequent at Devotion ; and labori-.
ous and unwearied in Study Night and Day.
Qur Minds fhould be alwa¥s upon the Reck
of Thought, as far as our feeble Nature can
bear it; and our Recreations fhould be rare,
‘and of the graver Sort ; and fuch as may in-
termingle /mprovement and Profit with Plea-
" fure and Amufement. § Now we are admo-
nifbed by the wifeft of Men, who had fuffici~
ently made the Experiment, that much Study

Eccl. 13 75 a Wearinefs to the Flefh. A fedentary ffudious

J2.

Life exhauits the Spirits, nurfes Melancholy,
and {hatters the Conftitution; efpecially when
our painful Searches after Truth are inter-
mingled with thofe wafting Anxieties about
the Succefs of our Miniftrations; which we

- cannot avoid, if we have it.at Heart. And

indeed this is the émbittering Ingredient, that,
renders minifterial Studies fo painful; for i,
muft be owned, that the moft laborious and;
inceffant Enquiries after Knowledge are atten-
ded with the moft exquifite Pleafure to curious
and refined Minds ; when they entertain the
agreeable Profpet oi doing extenfive Service,
to Mankind by their Difcoveries—But alas!

2. Mankind are fPrangely « averfé and in-
difpofed’ to receive and smprove our Infiructi-
ons, and promote the Succefs of our Labours,
- ’ ‘What-

§ Omze tudit Punctum, qui mifeuit utile duki Hor.de Ast,Pock,




ud Averfion of Mankind to improve the Minifyry, '

‘Whatever Purfuits Men are earneftly én-
gaged in, the Profpeét of Succefs is the ftrong-
eft Inducement to rigorous Endeavours, and
the moft encouraging Suppért under all the
Hardfbips and Fatigues that attend the Pur-
fuit: but Difcouragement as to the Succ(e{i'
cannot but enefvate their Ativity, and adda
dead Weight to the Burden of their Labours.
How difcouraging then, how burdenfome, how
heart-breaking muft it be to thefe faithful Ser-
vants of Chrift, who have nothing fo much #¢
Heart as the Suceefs of their Miniftry, o la- 16, 49, 4.
bour in vain, and to [pend their Strength for
Nought and-in wain! When they are very iKings1g.
Jealous for the Lord Gad vf Hofls, and exert jo.
themfelves even to an Agony, in all proper
Meafures to reform a degenerate Age, and de: -
liver Sinners as Brands fiatched out of the Ezek. 3.2
Burning ; andyet find all this Labour of Love. .
sbortive and fruitlefs withrefpeét to the gene:
rality ; is it any Wonder they thould be forced
at Times upon Elijjak’s hafty Prayer, « It is iXingsig.
tnough, now, O Lord, take away my Life; for 4. -
lam not better than my Fathers!” How di-
fireffing is it, to ufe the moft earneft Endea:
vours for the Converfion of their dear Fellow- ,
‘mortals; Endeavours that have the dircéfef?
Tendency it thei¢ own Nature to obtain the
End ; and'yet to be taught by re‘peated Difap- /
‘pointments, hardly to hope to fucceed! To -
report the moft impaortant, and in the mean
Time the moft credible Things, which even
GOD can reveal, or a finite mind conceive ;
and yet be driven fo often upon Jfasah’s me-

. lancholy
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& Inflances of the Averfion of Sinmers tp the Gofpel.
16 53.1. lancholy Complaitit, Whs hath believed our

Repart ? To declare the mageflic Renkities
of the eternal Woild, the infinite Importance
of which overwhelms theit ows Minds, to
thoughtlefs Greatures, that hardly care a Straw
for them ! To fpeak Things that might break
Hearts of Stene, and {lyike the very inawimare
Creation into a Couflernation, with as little
Effect as if thetiehad poured out snfignificant
Svands into the Air! And, ‘to aggravate
their forrowful Difappointments, to fee the

- . Miffionaries of Hell fuccefsfully propagate the

Lontagion of Vice; and win Crowds of willing
Prolelytes to Si# and Ruin ; while their ge<

" merous Efforts to profelyte them to Virtue and

Piety, and-conduét them to evetlafting Hap-
pinefs, prove. fo- often hopelefs and vain! A

. mélancholy difcquragu;g Employ ! and yet

this is the Employ- of the Minifters of the
Gofpel ; efpecinlly. in fuch a Time as this
when; inftead of the Influenees of Heaven to

gag,gﬁ’ give the lucreafe, to what we plant and wa-
———q, ter, a Spirit of deep Shkep feems judicially
1(a.29.10 powred out upen Multitudes —S¢nners are ut-

- Joh.s.

- terly: averfe, and -Saints in a lamentable De-
gree indifpofed. to improve cur Labeurs.

"As for :z.nreganérdte _Sizéﬂer.?, ﬂiav habitaal
. Bent of their Souls' 1s obftinately. fet againft

19. the Succefs of our Miniltry. . They hate the
" Light, becaufe their Deeds are evil; and will

not willingly come ints it. ‘They.are averfe
to thofe alarming Difcoveries of their Guik
and Danger, which we muft force upon 'trhm
. o ", Their

i




They are oblinately imiperfuafie.

"Their inmoft Souls are intimately unifed to

thofe darling Lu/?s, which we muft ftrive to
tear from them. Théy abhor that ftrictnefs
of evangelical Holinefi, which we muft incel-

cate upon them: and are obftinately averfe .

to that Method of Salvdtion, which it is the
principal Bufine(s of our Miniltty to recom-
mend and urge. They may like very well to
have public Wor{bip celebrated among them:
but a hearty, univerfal Obedience to all the
Demands we are to make upon them in the
Name of GOD; a ready Compliance with all .
the Requirements of the Gofpel ; this they

. ;‘63

cannot endure 5 this it a hard Saying ; and Joh.6.66;

they cannot bear it : And when this is clofely
urged upon them, they ¢ither neglettit, as a
Matter in which they are not concerned ; ox
they murmur and fret, and grow impatient of
fuch importunate Perfuafion. It 1s affonifhing,

and Nothing but Matter of Fa¢? could com-

pel us to believe it, that Multitudes fit for
many Tears under the Glare of Gofﬁ:l;ﬁgh_t :
and yet continue as ignorant of themielves
and divine Things, and as unconcerned about

their, eternal State, as if they fat i Darknefs, 1la. g. 3

and in the Shadow of Deagth. Should a Stran-
ger to our Werld obferve, on the orte Hand, the
Earneltnefs of -our -ExHortations; and on the
other, how little they prevail ; it might tempt
him to think that we were perfuading them to
fome horrendous Crime, thocking td human
Nature: but -in all our Add;gﬁés to them,
we do but propofe the'moft folid and exalted.
Happinefs-through an-immor tal Duration, and -
) : L * exhort
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64 They are abflinately imporfualible.

extort them to purfue it jn the Way of Hofi-

nef5; HoLingss, gvuhich is in itlelf the Perfect-

*  on of their Nature; nay, I may,add, ’tis that
.Attribute of the Deity which adds a peculigr

- . Luftre"to dll his ether Perfetions: apd-yet

.alas! this Propofal is the mof? hagelefs- we can

‘make to the World : this Exhortation, tho’

f,enforcejl with the firongef} Resfonings, urged

‘in the dread Name of GOD, endeared with ail

.the Love of a dying Fe/us, and foftened with

(the Tears of our own Compaffion ; this Exhor-

-tation, withall thefe Recommendations, is lefs
‘prevalent than the flighteft Call of temporal

Intereft or fenfual Plegfure, to purchafe a

* Trifle at the Expence of an immortal Sow/;

Yefs prevalent than the Importunities of 2 De-

bauchee to rufh to Ruin in the epchanting

-Paths.of Sin. Lard! towhom fball we fpeak,

‘ and give Warning, that they may hear ? Bp-
. bold, their Ear s5 uncireumcifed, and they
]ér.6 1o, -Caniat hearken : bebold, the Word of the Lord
. " " s unto them a:Reproach ; they have no Delight
« Deut. 30. ;in_f.t' .W:hcna‘ye/étil‘?qatﬁ. ,llld Life ﬁfw
19. them, they feem o fove Death, and virgually

. Pro.8.36, make it, their ‘wretched Choice. When we
2 Cor. 5. .Would perfuadé them by the Terrars of the

. II. Lard,, we are. frequensly no more regarded,
than if we addrefled ‘the irrational Creation,
Jer. 22, -and cried with Feremighy“ O Earth ! Eqrth’
29. . Earth! hear the Wordef the Lord” We may
John 2. exhibit a Sqiour lifted up on the Grofs, to
32, draw ajl Men to Him ; byt alas! theydo -not
: feel the Attrattion. 'We may ufe the moft
convitive Argumentsy the fzongeft Perfiafi-
o . -ons



They woddblavken the Characbers of Minifters, 63

oni, the moft nelfing Expofulations, the’
{weereft Promifes, the moft tremendous De-
maneiatlont of Wrath ;-and yet they can re-
fift and break thro' all théfé, with greater
Edfé than théy can’ conquer a triffing’ Temp-
tation 0 -Sin. They retaliate all 'thefe by
cenifaring us as importtinate Babblers; or at- Ads 17.7
bett by complimenting "us with the Chara&ter 18.
of very goéod Preachers, that feem to be in’
Esrneft ; while they do not ferioufly reflect,
that all'this Earnefinef; is for their Sakes, and’ .
that they are intimately concerned in all- ther
Meffages we deliver — Some of them, to ex-'
cufe their Neﬁle& of the Gofpel by fome plau-
file Plea, with malignant Zeal labour to black- =~ -
eh thé Character of its Minifters, and wateh Jor.20.1
for their Halting : and if they do not find an--
ilical' Perfetion in the whole of their Con-
&, they will catch with nialicious. Pleafure’
at their involuntary and lamented Infirmities,’ ,
and magnifie them into Crimes equal 1o their’
own, and ptopagate the Report of thenr with
offidious Indoftry. Nay; if the Miniffers of
Chrift ‘are’enabled, thro’ divine Grace, to con~ '
duét themfelves unblameably, fo as to deny -~ . .
thelr Enertiles the Pleafure of finding fome
Maufible Occafion to expofé them ; then'thefe
Malignants, like theiv genuine Father, com~
mence Accufbrs of the Brethren, and fpread p.
Scandals of their own Invention, with diaboli- | "
al Zeal. - Yea, they wilt not fcruple'to put:
the ot perverf2Conftructions upon their moft
generodus ‘Defigns and pious Endeavours. If
they urge the ﬂrié?nle‘fs«of univerfal Holinefs,
4 / 2 ’

120
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66 By Slanders, Mifreprefentations and hard Cenfires.

apd expofe the favourite Vices of the Age .

‘wigh juft Severity ; they are cenfured asaim-

2 Pet. 3.

ing to rob Men of their Pleafires, and trans-
form them into melancholy Precifians. 1If
they are holy themfelves above the common
Rate, in all Manner: of Converfation; them it
muft be fufpelted as an bypocritical Artifice to
gain the Applaufe of Men, and fecure their

n-Intereft, or 3 DBagit to catch Profelytes.
g'vthey confeientioufly feruple to conform to

~ the ecclefiaftical Eftablifliments ; and therefore

peaceably endeavour to promote our connon
Chriflianity, in a feparate Communion'; then

. they muft be cenfured as perverfely affecting

Afte17.6.

Singularity, pretending Confcience, when they
are ngver'ne' only by Humour, turning the
World upfide down,&¢. &c. Nor will Conforms «
#y fhelter them from the uncharitable Cenfures
of the World. If they can conform to the
eftablithed Church witpeut Scruple of Confeci-
ence, and boneftly labour to promote Religion
in that Communion, they will ftill fuffer zhbeir
Jhare of that Perfecution, which the Sens of
Flefh, in an uninterrupted Line of Succefion,

Gal.4.29. will cafry on againt the Children of the Spirit;

and their Conformity will be eafily refolved
into mercenary and fordid Motives, by the
Prejudice and Bigotry of a cenforious World |
In fhort; we mﬁt be Conforiiifts to the Ways
of the World, as well as to the &ftablifbed
Forms of Religion, before we <can efcape the
Lafh of Calumny and Cenfure—Thus the moft
benevolent and generous: Office is the moft
thanklefs in the World,  Thys the moft gere-

: ‘ rous
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Suints are too much indifpofed toimprove the G ofpel, &

reus and difinterefled A&ions are fufpetted .

as the moft ferdid and wicked.. *Tis to ftreich -

the Charity of the Public on 2 Rack to fup-

pofe, that Men fhould take fo much Pains fromr -

a noble difinterefled Zeal for the Good of ‘e

thers. 'The Generality are fo comfCious, that

all their own Conduét is governed by merce-,

nary and fzlfifb Principles, that they can hard-

ly allow any that are capable of ating with .
fuperior Views. But let us learn of our gra-

“cious Lord, to love our Enemies, and not re- Mat.5.44
taliate their Ingratitude by neglefting their

Souls. Let us very gladly [pend and. be [pent

even for thefe Ingrates, tho the more abun- 2Cor.12.
dantly we love then, the lefs we fhould be lov- 15,
-ed— 1t is no fmall Relief under this unkind
Treatment from the World, to find the prous .

Few giving kind Entertainment ‘to our Mef

fages: but alas! even with refpect to them we -

muit obferve, :

‘That they are too often unhappily indi/pof-

ed to receive and improve our ‘Labours. ln
their View indeed, the very Feet of them are Rom.1e.
beautiful, that preach the Gofpel of Peace,and v
bring glad Tidings of good Things: yét that
Jamented Impcrffé?iok, which attends” a// the J
religious Exercifes of the prefcot State, dif-
covers. itfelf sere alfo. They have not a fuit-
able Dexterity inimproving the Word of God
to their Advantage.. They are ftrangely un-
Skilful in applying it to themfelves. They
often reject the Confolations we intend for
them, thro’ an exceffive Fealoufie of themfelvesc;‘ :

o . and



68 ' Andimpartially apply it to themfelves:

and they catch at the dreadful Portion wé
would diftribute to the Wicked, and diftrefs -
themfelves.with fa/fe ‘Alarms and needlefs Ter-
* vors« Their Fears and Scruples are very fre-
quently cauflefs and abfird; and our ftrongeft
Reafonings can no mnre «llay them, than they
can cabn a Hurricane. 'They take up little
Prejudices, and ftumble at Straws; which
events their Benefit by the Labours of their-
Minifter. They fometimes affeét Entértain-
ments that are net fuitable for them ; and they
are offended, if we follow our own Judgment,
and do not- gratifie their depraved Taffe.
Many of them have »arrow Souls, of dull and
. flbw Apprehenfions; and we muft inculcate
divine Truths upon. them with Repetitizns
tirefome to ourfelves, and the more judicious:
Part of our Auditory, before they can tho-
roughly underftand them.- They muft have
Line upon Liney Line upon Line ; Precept u-
pon Precept ; Precept upon Precept ;-as if they
were juft weaned from the Milk, and drawn
Jf#om the Breafls—-On thefe and the like Ac-
counts, we meet with no fimal/ Difficulty even
Phil. 4.1, from thofe who arc our Joy and Crown. But

: .Ifa.zs. 9,

-_—'-,I O.

3. We mulfs meet with ¢ Oppsfition from the
World,” in the Difcharge of our Mini-
Jiry. & :

The Twivcs of the World engrols the’
Thoughts and Affections of Men, fo that our
Inftru@ions can find ns Room in their Hearts.
\Vhen we have fewn the Secd of the Word i

. thgix.
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The Men and Things of the World oppofe the Cofpel; 69

their Hearts, they go forth, and are choaked Luke 8,
with the Gares, and Riches, and Pleafures of 14.
this Life, and bring forth no Fruits to Per-
, JeQion. Al shat is in the World, the Luf} of .
. the Flefb, and the Luft of the Eyes, and the t John 2.
| Pride of Life, is perpetually in Arms againft 16.
' ws. And tho’ all the Concerns of this tranfi- -
tory State are comparatively but Vanities,
Dreams and Shadows ; yet alas! they make
deeper Impreffions on the Minds of our Hear-
ers, than all our moft ftriking Reprefentations
of the awful and majeftic Kealities of the etere
nal World. :

The Mew of this Werld alfo confpire, with
infernal Zeal, to blaft the Succefs of our Mi-
xiftry. © Tbey are wife to do Evil ; and with Jer 4,22,
diabolical Dexterity, they inventa Variety of
Stratégems to confirm the Impenitent in Sin
and Security, and to ¢aufe thefe to relapfe,
whofe Recovery by our Infirumentality, we
were juft ready to congratulate. When 2’
deep religious Concern breaks out in a Family, -
or Congregation ; it will generally meet with
fome {?eag; OPponent,» who with alas! tca
%reat Succefs, will labour to fupprefs it. —
ow how bard is our Tafk, to be always .
Jioimming againft the Stream! to be carrying
on a Defign fo contrary to the greateft Part .
‘of the World! and to labour to build Tem- 1 Cor. 6
Ples for the Holy Ghoff, which every Paffen- ("™
g&er will attempt to demolifh, left he fhould be 9
molefted with the Prefence of the Divine In-
L ' hrbiv
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And fo do the. infernal Powers.

Eph.6.12. habitant ! — But this is not all. We wre/fle

not only againft Flefh and Blood, but’

. 4 “ The infernal Pmer?’ counteralt our

Miniftry, and hinder its Succefs.

.xPet.5.8. Thefe devouring Liens are perpetually

roaming this Wildernefsin quelt of Prey : and
it requires our utmoft Vigilance to fecure our
feeble Flock from their Jaws. They are ftill

Matt. 13, teady to catch away the Seed of the Word.

19.

“They prefent enfnaring Images to the Fancy,
to allure Men to Sin: They torture the Afe-
lunchsly with the Suggeftions of horrendous
Bldlphemies and defperate Conclufions. They
lull the Secure afleep with delufive Hapes ;
and in 2 Word, fPrengtren all the corrupt
Propenfions of human Nature, already de-

Luke 22. Praved, and prone to Sin without their Initi-

gation. They are with great Propriety called

f%hﬁ.n. Powers of Darknefi 3 and they o in the
Col.1.13. Dark. Their Agency is invifible, and there-

fore bard to be difcovered:, The Blow is -
imperceivable, till it fall 3 and therefore wé
cannot ward it off from our Heaters. Their
Policy is deep and their Schemes difguifed.

4 Cor.11. They at Times affume the Appearance of -

14.

gels of Light; and lead ur Flocks -aftray-

w—a, y1. With ‘plaufiile, unfufpetted Devices : And it

Eph.d. L

- Rev.2.24

~ requires no fmall Degree of fpiritual Sagacity
(. in us, to detet thefe #iles of the Devil, and:

found the Depths of Satan. We cannot be
always prefent with otr People, nor have im=
mediate sicefs to their Minds : but thefe ﬁ:b-l

' b
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By di, juifed, plaufible and conflant Temptations. S

til immaterial Intelligences, when permitted

by divine Providence, can Agunt them, tho’

invifible, inall their Ways, even in their clofs

eft Retirements, with inceflant Temptations ;

and as it were penctrate their Minds by infi

nuating, enfnaring Ideas. . #e are incapable,

thro’ the Frailty of human Nature, of perpes

tusl Vigilance and unminterrupted Activity : but

thefe afiveSpirits, dfter the inceffant Labours

of near fix Thoufand Years, are as vigsrous

and unwearied as ever. They are now; as

well as in the .Days of 7ob, going to and fra job 1. 7.

in the Earth, and walking up and down jnit;" -

perhaps vainly attempting to mitigate and a- -

mujc their fullen Defpair, as well as feeking 1 Pet.s.8.

whorn they may devour, and watching every , Cor. 2.

Advantage againft the Sons of Men ; and they g,

may deftroy, in our carelefs. and inactive In-

tervals, what we have been painfully building

in our laboriois Hours -— And are we, fecble

Mortals, able to encounter thefe Principalities Fph.6.12

and Powers, thel®@gloomy Gods of this isrld? 5Cor.4.4.

No'; if the GOD of Heaven were riot with us, Jer, 20,

as a mighty terrible One ; and if the Weapons {1,

of our IVarfare wer= not mighty thro’ Him ; 5 Cor.10.

‘We and our Flocks would foon fall a kelplefs 4.

Prey to their Rage. GOD will indeed /bortly Rom, 16.

cruth Satanunder the Feet of the feebleft Saint; 54,

ahd all His People ‘thall be made more than g, 34,

Congquerors thro’ the Blosd of the Lamb. But Rey. 1a.

in the prefent State, he permits him to embar- .

rafs the Chriffian, and the Miniffer, with nu- .

merous Difficulties in their refpedtive Courfes.

— But all_thefe are Difficulties from IFithout:
M thef&
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73T be Imperfections of Minifters encreafe their Difficuities,

-

thefe may afford us Sorrow and Difcourage-
ment ; but no Room for Remorfe and guzity
Self-refle@tion. How happy were we, under
all thefe Difcouragements, if we could per-
feQtly acquit ourfelves ! But alas! the moft
melancholy Circumftance is yet behind ; and
our Hearts may break at the very Thought of
it. It is no new Difcovery; itis the familiar
Burden of our own Spirits in our thoughtful
Retirements ; and it damps our Hearts in our
public Miniftrations. Alas ! how fhall I men-
tion it ! Or in what modrnful Language thall
‘1 exprefs it ! — 1t is this; .

. % Our own remaining Infirmities” in-

‘ difpz/é us for the Exercife of our Miniftry

with fuitable Zeal, and afford us many
Difficulties in it. :

Oh! were our own Spirits under the fex-
dereft, deepeft Impreffions of eternal Things;
were our own Hearts in a p#petual Glow with
the Love of Chrift ; were our Eftimate of one
immortal Sox! equal to its real Value; were
our Compaffion for our dear perifhing Fellow-
Sinners always fuitably /of? and vigorous; with
what refiftlefs Ardour would we then addrefs
you! with what paflionate weeping Earnef?-
#¢/s would we perfuade you! with what A4-

. genies of Zzal would we urge you ! with what
nnwearied /Anportunity purfue you, ’till we
had gained cur Point!” We have at Times,
thro’ the immerited Mercy of Heaven, ferme
{rall Experience of this: and then prmcl::';g



And .I)inder their: Succefs.

the Gofpel is qu:;te another Thing than ufisal -

to us : and I may leave you to judge, whe-

ther the Difference be not very perceivable

¢ven to you. How happy we, and how inuch
would it be: for your Advantage, if cur Mouth
were always thus opened unto you,,and our
Hearts thus enlarged! But alas! we fbare in

and Divine Grace has not as yet compleated
our Recovery. How often do we feel Qualms
of {piritual Indifpofition! and in the Seafons

73

2 Cor. 6.
the univerfal Degexeracy of human Nature ; 11.

of our efrmtejt Activity, we are even then .

enfeebled with remaining Imperfeftions. We
often relapfe into Lukewarmneft + and the fa-’
cred Fire' of Zeal, which fhould flame from
us in the Pulpit, and warm all around ‘us in
Comverfation, too often languifbes : and our

atmoft Efforts, in thefe unhappy Hours, are.

but faint, fpiritlefs Effays. This we often
accufe ourfelves of, when the World is cenfur-
inguson avery different Account,and eharging
us with a Crime, of which we are unbappily
innocent, viz. exceffive Zeal and fuperflucus
Earneftnefs. But we muft not judge of the
Degree of Zeal that becomes us, by what'a
fecure Warld judges fufficient; otherwife we

might commence mere Jukewarm Laodiceans, Re

like themfelves i But our Zeal thould be pro-
portioned to the infinite Bmportance of the.
Things we fpeak, and the alarming Circsonflan-
ces of thofe we addrefs. And oh! when fhall
the happy Moment come, when fiuch a Zeal
fhall firg our Hearts, animate qur Addreffes

. oo Ma tQ
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74 Minifters need the Prayers of their Pe ¢ ple
?o you, and render us as watchful'over you,
as your guardian Angels ! o

And now, My Brethren, do you not begin
to’ think, that your poor Minifters ftand in
need of your earneft Prayers, to affift them in
fo difficult a Work? They havenot only the

. private Chriftian Courfe to run, as well as

.you ; and fome of you know by Experienee

that even this is extremely difficult ; but their

public Station expofes them to a great many
difficulties peculiar tothemfelves, They have

Heb. -13. your Souls to take Care of, as well as their
17. own ; and are accountable for theqm to the
2 Cor. 2. Supreme Judge: nd whe is fufficient for
16. thefe Things? - oL ) ‘

Thefe, My Brother, are fome of the Diffi-
culties that attend that Office, to which you
have devoted your Life. Thele are fome, and
but gome of the Di{z';ulties you may expect
in the faithful Difehurge of it in this Place ;

~ the paftoral Charge . of which ypu are about
publicly ‘to undertake. Yea,- perhaps feverer

Trials than thefe are before you: perhaps

Bonds and Imprifonments may await you 5 and

" it may be put to Experiment, whether you

count your Life dear unto yourfelf, when the
~ Honour of your Mafter requires you to refign

Exod. 3.it. "No Wonder then, My Dear Brother, if
10, 13.  like your Superiors, Mofes and feremiak, you
Jer. 1. 6. find your Heart fa¢/ within 'you, andall your
' Ardour for the Salvation of Mén ; and indul-
“ging a ficret Wifb tQ be excufed from fo dif-

o ' ‘ Sfienlt
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ficult-a Work, notwithftanding your piéus
- Ambition to be the Inftrument of promoting
‘the beft Interefts of Mankind, Or if a Nece/- 1 Cor. 9.
. Jity is laid upon you to preach the Gofpel; and 16.
you muaf? go upon the Embafly ; no-Waonder, ,
if, with Ezekiel, you go in Bitternefs, and in E2é'3.14.
the Heat of your Spirit. Indeed, confidering :
the Importance and Déﬁcalty -of the miniftes .
rial Office, and the awful and deep Senfe ofit, '
which fich retain upon their Hearts ; it isreals
ly a Wonder to fee a confiientious faithfrl
Man undertake it. Were he not THrusT * ‘
into it by the Lord of the Harvef?, his Appre« Luk. 10
henfions of the #ork, and his Diffidence of his 5,.
ewn Abilities, would .caufe him to fhrink a- ‘
way from the Undertaking ; while bardy and .
daring Mortals, infenfible of its Weight and
Difficulty, and ignorant of themfelves, might
rufb into it with thoughtlefs Prefumption,
from lucratsve or ambitious Views— But af-
ter I have kept you fo long under this rre-
mendous Gloom, let me open to you a brighter
Profpeét ; which may animate you with wn+
daunted Rfﬁalution and Chriftian Bravery un«
der all thefe l\)ifcouragements. Therefore, :
iv. v
* Thrufling, ot urging, anfwers the Emphafis of the original
_ Word «€aaan, ufed by our Lord in this Cafe, (Luke 10. 2.
Matth, 9. 33.) better than.{o faint a Word as fending. And
no doubt the original Word was defignedly chafen to inti-_
- mate the Relu¢tance of the Labourers to undertake the Work,
and the refifile/s Power with which Divine Providence {weetly

confrains them to it, )

|
i




76 ~ The-Soliloquy of a dying Minifier.

1V. 1/tmll fhew, that “ the Foy refulting

at l{:’,{; ” from the faithful Dcfcl)zrrge of

. . -the Miniftry, is a fuffiient Encourage-

ment to break thra' all the Difficulties
attending it. o

To illuftrate this, I (hall only prefent you
with an Jmage of a faitiful Minifter of Fefus,
in his laf? Moments, who has fpent his Life,

. and exhaufled his Strength in the pious La~
bours of his Office. Amid the Pangs of Death,
his Confcience is peaceful, without a Pang. -
He reviews his paft Life with. unutterable sa--
tisfattion, confcious that amid all the wna-
voidable Imper feitions of the prefent State, it
was fincerely devoted to his GOD, and the e--
verlafting Weal of Mankind. He dare lock up
to GOD, with humble, joyful Confidence, as
fmiling propitious upon him in thelaft Extre-
mity. He dare losk forward to the awful

" 'World beyond the Grave, on the Threfhold
of which he now ftands, with unthaken Cou-
rage, and tranfporting Expetations. He can
rejoice in Exiltence, and triumph in his /me-
mortalify as an infinite Priviledge, in that fo-

- lemn Period, when Multitudes are agonizing
with eager fruitlefs Withes that they coul§

- relapfe into their native Nothing; or that they -
had never been. born. And new fuch rapter- -
ous Thoughts ag thefe crowd upon him in de.
lightful Soli/oguies ; or perhaps break from his
quivering Lips with all that refiftlefs Pathos,

~ which the folemn Pemp of Death can gi¥e.
« “ The toilfome Labgursof this tranfitory Life
’ are
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- Upon & Review of kis Fadelity and Succefs 77

' « are now juft come to a happy Clofe. Ihave 2 Tim. 4

“ fought a good Fight; 1 have finifbed my 7. -
* Courfe. My _D'dﬁculties, my Sorrows are

« gver ; and thall never, never return. But

% oh ! the Joy, oh! the Tranfport, that now

“ fprings from the Review! 1 leave fome be- Jud.v.23.
“ hind me, who by my Means were plucked Am.4.11.
% as Fire-brands out of the Burning; and who

« will fupport the Caufe of Religion in a de-'

“ generate World, when I am filent in the

« Duft. Iam jult going to that blefled World,

- % whither fome of my /piritual Chilaren have,
' % taken their Flight é¢fore me, and are waiting

“ ready .to congratulate my Arrival on the.

' % Coafts of Light, and to crown my Head
. “ with Bleflings, as ghe happy Inffrument in

“ the Divine Hand, of a gloriqus Immeortality

“ to them. And as for thofe unhappy Simrers, 10; 49¢4¢

“ with. regard to whom 7 have laboured in , cor. 2. -
“ vain, and been a Squour of Death unto g,

“ Death; I can now, when taking my laff -

“ Leave of them, call them(elves to witnefs, Aq, 40

“ that I am clear of their Blood. 1 fhallbea 54 -

“ fweet Savour unto God, even in them that 2 Cor. 2.

“ perifh3 and tho’ they be not gathered, yer | ..

« fhall I be glorious in the Eyes of the Lord, Igi-}/tp- 5 -

% and my God fhall be my Strength.™ As yet

“ indeed L am én¢ Flefb and Bfood ; and I ftill
“ feel the tendereft Compaffeon for them: but.
“ a few Mements will free me from. thofe
“ painful Arxicties that attend this Compaffi-
“ on: ina few Mements thele painful Anxi-
« eties will be fwallowed up in a delightful
% Acquicfcence in the Divine Will, dooming
. em
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4 them'to that Punlrhment, of whichI- oféeri

- And the Profpelt of a Reward 3

-« avarned them in vain. Blefled . Jssus! [

¢ would crown Thee with-the Praifes of my
% expiring Breath, and employ my Immarta-
¢ Jity.in ad~ring Thy Name, for condefcend-

" “ing to honour {a meah, fo unworthy a Crea-
;. % ture to be the Inﬁrument of fo much Ser-

A&.g.‘ié

¢ .vice to my Fellowsmortals; and te fuffer o .

“ ¢ many Things for Thy Name's Sake. It was
worth while, O my GOD!'to come into

« Exiflence ; it was worth while to pafs-thro®

% the longeft Series of Labours, Calamities

Jc}b. 17.
. 24.
2Tirp._4.

2 -Gor. 4.
17.

“-and Sorrows, which could attend my Sta-
# tion in this wrefched Life, for fo noble, {or
¥ divine a Purpofe. And now, I come to
“ Thee ; to be with Thee, 'w/;ere thou art 3
% and ta behold Thv Glory——But here 1 am
“ Swallewed up.t Here 1 am dazzled with si-
“_fufferable Splendours! O the Brightnefs of
““the Crown of  Righteoufnefs 5 juft about to
“ be put upon.my Head ! o the far more
« ¢xceeding and eternal Weight of Glory, now
« to fucceed thefe light and momentary Af=
¢ flickions! O the tranfportmg Profpe&t of
“_compleat, everlafting Deliverance from Sin,
¢ the Burden, the Plaguce of my. prefent Life!

-~

"« And fali T mow behold Thy Face without

_ ¢ a Veil, O Thou bleffed Jesvs! whom P

1Pet.1.8.
1Cor.a3.
12.

“ have lcvezl whom [ have preached, aizfeen >
“ Shall 1 henceforth kinow even as Idm known 2
¢ Shaill now leave the humble Services of Thy
¢ carthly Sanétuary, and join in the nobler
«“ Emplov'ncnts ofthe heavenly Armies, with
¢ Zeal, with A(hvny like theirs?..Shall all my

~ o~

[

s “ Ca-~
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Whichis fufficient Encouragment under Difficultics. 79 -

« pacities’ of Happinefs be tlarged, and be

« compleatly filled? Shall all n? Facultieg

« of Operation be perfected, a employed

« in Exercifes, which are the Honour and

« Delight of the Aigelic Nature? And fliall

« Eternity, that folemn majeftic Attribute; -* -

« Evsrnity | be entalled upon.a Worm,

« thata few ‘Years dgo was Nb‘ﬂn’ﬂi, and

« gr}etuaté, ) his_'Blgif&,’ _ Hail, delightful

« day! Welcome, thou important Junéture !

« Now T leave this infant ftate of my EXif- ycor. 13, *
« tenceand put away childifh Things; NOW: mmmyt,

« I cominerfce an adulf Immoreal.” Nor do -

« T thudder fo €ritér the gloomy Valley of

« Death, while irradiated with Glimpfes of

« eternal Day. O Death | ivhere is thy fling? —=15.55+

« O Grave! where is thy Viclory? Fathery ; v o

“ into thy hands I comménd my Spirit”—= ¢ 3
Here Death happily interrupts his rapturous fop* 19+
firains. He bows bis Head, and gives up the 3o,
Choff ; and a Guard of - Angels conduét his Luk. 16+
Soul to Abrabam’s Befont. . . 22,

And now, My Brethren, is not fo joyfuly
{o triumphant an end, a fufficient Encourdges
ment t% z:x'ii;}nate the molt Amorods Sm :
Fefus- ‘to- encounter epery Difficulty,
and patiently endare al/ tlie“Lag'outs of the
moft painful ftation in the Houfe of GOD?. .~
Sure, if we may but thus' fiuifi our courfe .
with joy, none of thefe Things thould move
us, nor fhould we count our Livesdear untd :
ourfelves. Tho’ our outward Man’ fhould 4 ooy, 4
decay under our Labours and Sufferings; ;,,
nay, tho’ we fhould always be delivered unto' 16,

N Death ,

-




8o Obligations of t'be People_ towards their. Aﬁmﬁef.

Death for Fefus, [ake; yet we.cannot faint,
and be diﬁ:o?rfge , if 43:.' laok siot upon the

- Things-that dré temporal ; but upon thofe thas

‘are not feen, which are eternal; and if we

Bave a {uitable P¢fpec? 10 the recompence of

Heb. 11. Reward, . i Co s
27.

. This, Sir, may animate you ih particular
under all the Burdens that now ¢ipréf;' your
Heart. 'And for your farther .Encourdge-
_. ment, remeémber, this trium&hant. Joy is noe

T far off. | A few Yeéarsat moft will itifh your
* "7 Courfe, and introduce your Joy, if you
confinue faithful to ‘your gteat Mafter. Your

worft Enemies cannot doom you to a: wretth-

.. ed Immortality upon Earth, .nior to tonfume

an Eternigy inthe Fatigues and Anxleties of

your p;e%nt}‘un&ion. No, My Brother;
Z'e Jaithful unto death, which is kindly haften-
ing; and you thall receive a crown of Life :
* You fhall be advanced to the .ez:[icr, the
Juweéter, the nobler Employments of the bea-

"~ “venly Sanftuary, in company ‘with thofe

Yia. 8. 18 i ritual Children which the Lord fhall give
you in this Place ; and we humbly hope that -

Pf. 87, 5. ¢his and that Man fhall be born here. :

* Now, MyBrethren of the Lafty, muft you
fiot own that there are many Duties intums
bent upon yox towardsyour Minflers, corre-
Jpondent to thefe Duties and Difficlties of
the minifterial Office? Can you be fo un-
grateful, fo ftupid, fo abfurd, as once to
imagine that #4¢y muft devote their Life and
@ll their Abilities to ferve yom, and go t}u&'

i uch:

Rgv.z,x'q.



Obligations of the Peaple towards their Minifler,

fuch an oppreffive feries of Labours for yeur
Sakes; and yet that yon are at Liberty to treag
themjuft as you pleafe ? That you are law-
lefs and uncbliged to them, when they are
tinder fuch folemn Obligations to you? No,
my Brethren; the Obligations are mutual:
Yot owe Duties to them, exatly correfpon-
dent to their Dutjes towards you'; astheO- =
bligations of the parental Relation infer gn- ~- = =
fwerable’ Obligations on the Chill—Wedo - -~ =
indeed not only allow, but exhort you, and -* ~
folemnly charge you, to rejeét us, andno
more to treat us ag Miniffers'of Chrift, when .
w¢ ceafe to bebhavé gs fuch, The Obligation ¥
upon’ your Part ceafes, “when ‘we habitually
viokste ‘our Obligations to you. - And we
would not attempt to fecure our Juteref?' a-
mong you; by keeping you igriorant of the .
Duties you may jultly expeét and demand -~ /- !
of us, or by dmenifhing them In'our own ‘
Fayour ; and therefore 1 have thisday plainly -* ™~ ™
and impattially informed you of the Duty of
« Minjffer in the princip yl}'r;tich‘ofhis office, -
Preaching the Gofpel: "And I hall prefemly,
in- the Form of the Znffallation, enumerate -
the other Duties of his Funétion. But aslong -
‘as'we habitudlly Bebave in Charaltery and ~ =
confdentioufly ‘erideavour “to perform thefe -
Duties towaids you, tho’ x ‘weaknefs, and 1€OF-2-3¢
in Fear, and much' Trembfikg § youaréoblig- = =
ed for20 acéount of us -as Minifters of Chrift, o==-g. 1.
and Stewards'of the Myfteries of GOD, and =
to enteftdin us and oar Miniftratiops accerd- -
ingly——=And You'in particular, whohavecal-" =~ -
led this Bervant-of Ghrilk to-be yoar Pdfior, ;
~are under the following Obligations to him," " =
: - N3 » 1. Youn :

..




f9 . Tebouur, ficom endlove bim}
éo 1. Zon are ob!iged to 04t 50'1010', e/zm,, and

Chrift dﬁlres you, that what is dane wrfe

Maxt 2§. ibe leaft of bis Brethren, He will accountand
40. retaliate gs -done unte Himfelf; apnd much
morewhat is done to His Embaffadors. Ac-

—10. 40, goxdmgly, He exprelly tells you, that tbey
4 1. whareceive and heqr His Me, engers, receive
John 13. gnd hear Him 3 and they who receive a Prow
20. phety in the Name of a Prophet, ot upon
Aq:ount of his Office, /Pall reccive & Proe

Luke 10. ‘pbets rewards And on the other Hand, that
16. wbo d::gﬁ His Mcﬂénger:, defpife Him;
that e contempt reache “eternal

one, and terminates upon tl)e Father that

jiwt Bim. Itherefore befeech you, Brethren,
3Thef.5. 20 bmp him who lgbours among you, and is

12, .over you in the Lord, and manifbes you
g——13..and 1o efteem khimp v r:“ﬁ:gbg in. Love, for
bu Work's Sake, . you are to love

nd efleem him riot mcerl for his own Sake,

gut principally for bis li’ar{: Sake, You are

¢ Cor. 5.,to honotiy him, pot_ meerly as a Gentleman,
20, but as an Ambaﬂ‘adcr for, Chrift, apd your
31 Cor. 4. ,fpu-ntual Father.. . -You are to receive him.not
meerly as a Na bbour. or Frierd, but as a3
]\&m. 0. Prophet, 1. ¢..as a Minifter of GOD. - And
. this implies. a. grop:r R to all bhis
,Heb 13 Mzngﬂratwm‘ is your ty to obey him
. ‘as.your Ruler in the Lord- to imitate him

:Co 11.7:'as your Pattern, asfar as he Follows Chrift;
Prov.10. to cover bis Infirnutics with a- Mantle of Love,

U :tb
1‘2&5 ” !asa,}{!aan e}’gﬂ'm; W Jauz and,

X "o
Ly I N .
VN . -
v .
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To receivethe Gofpel and its Ordinances from him; 83

a Word, fo te account qf him a5 & Minifier Jam.s5.17
of G _/I 1Cor.4.1.

‘2. You are obliged to ¢ receive the Word
m Ordmance: of the gq/pcl di j)m/ed by .-

. A Difpenfation of the Gq/}el is committed 1 cor. 9.
unte him; and he is commiffioned to teach, 17.
to bapnzc, and to celebrate the Lord’s Supper: Mat 28.
And you have called him that he may. dif- ;
charge his Commiffion among you. Youare -—---zo.
t.hcrcfore to make Confcience of attendingon. . .
his Miniftry at every Opportunity. Youare, 2 Tim.4‘
to be inflant in Seafon, and out of Seafon i in'3.
hearing, as well as bein teaching, Itisyour .
Duty to feck the Law at his Mouth; and to-Mal. 2. 7,
receive the ‘Word of GOD from him, and tha:
not as the Word of Men, but (as it is in Truth).'Thef, 2.
-#he Word of GOD! You areto place your~ 13.,
felves as in the folemn Prefence oﬁ GOD, ta. A&; 1%
hear all Things that are d bim of:33, 3
"GOD. You are to receive his Inftruétions ;
obeyhlsAdmonmonsandR;p roofs; toconﬁalt -
him in the Affairs of your uls,andfcekhxa o
Advice; and that he may give it with. Judg.
ment, and adapt it to your Cafes, you are to,
lay afide an exceffive Refervednefs, and open
yourCafutohxm,asﬁ:a; Pmdenecwsll
admit,

3. Yeu are obliged ta fabwt to tbe Ex—
ercife of ccclejg aftical Difcipline by him.”
ab. 18,

e Kingdorn o Chf s ot o 1hi Warr,ﬁ %6 2
S
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84 Lo fubmit to Church-Difeiplin, =~

‘and therefore none of ‘His Officers thould
«claim or exercife any Government in His-
Church, which in the leaft fupercedes civil
‘Authority, orintérferes or coindides with #t.
2 Cor. 1. Nor have they-any Dominion over your Faith,
24 nor a Right to lord it over God's Heritage,
1Pet.5.3. and exercife a fpiritual T) ranny over the Con-

- {ciences 6f Men, by their arbstrary Impofiti-
‘oms in matters of Fasth or Practice. But:
notwithftanding this, the Church of the GOD -

1Cor.14. ‘sf Order is not a Chaos, a confufed, anarchi- -
33. - cal Society. The Lord Fefus reigns, let the *
Pf. 97.1. Barth, let the Church rejoice.  Fefus reigng’
wr-2. 6. 2 mediatorial King upon His holy Hill of Zi~ -
1fa. g. 7, -on, t0 orderit, and ‘to ¢ftabkfd it.  Hofincfs:
Pf.93. §. becomes Bis Houfe for ever ; and He will not -
Mat. 21.-fuffer it to be turned into a Den of Thieves.
13. _ Be has therefore inftituted a fpiritual Govern-
"'~*"":ment in Ris Chureh, tobe managed by proper
Eph °4.8,0fffcers in His Name. . When He afcended"
— 1, f]'f on High,— He gave fome Paftors and
o—— 1Q. Teachers,— for the Work: of 1be- Mimiftry,:
whofé duty it is par,tl{ to rule well, and efpe-'
_1Tim.5. dially to labotir in the Word and Dy e.’
‘17, K is alfo probable, tho’it has been ‘difpated -
by good and great men, that-He hag appoint-*
ed another Set of Officers in His Church, who.:
are not authorized to preach the Golpel; and -
adwiirifter the ‘Sacraments ; but bnly'fo affif#
His Minifters in the Exercife of Difcipline, as’
the Reprefentatives of the People, chofen by
them't. “Thie Authority is given for Edifica-
- . c e CL e tiony
- § This would be-a very upfujtable Place.to difenfs o dif-
ficult a Point as the Fus" Divinum, or Uivine Inflitution ?f
o the



Exercifedby the Minifter and Ruling Elders; .- 85

tion, and not for Defbrultion ; and was.in- 2Cor. 10.

tended not to irritate Offenders, and confirm 8.

them in Impenitence : or fhnt them up under . .

a Seéntence of irrevocable Cordemnation ; but

asa wholfome Severity to bring them to - . -

pentance 3 to purge the Church frem the In- 1Cor.5.7.

fetion, "which might fpread thro’ it like Lea: '

veny and to warn others, that all Ifrael may

bear, and fear, and do np more any fuch Wic; Deut.i3

kedneft. Our Church, My Brethren, is nor 11.

the Creatuie of the State ; and it is our Hap-

gxn_efs_ that we are not doomed to frustlefs
rayers for the Refforation.of the gedly Dif-

cipline of the primitive Church ; but canatu-

dlly exercifeit. You are therefore to exp;’é}

T that

the Office 6f Ruling Elders. 1 fhall thierefore only Aint at
the principal Topics of Argument in its Favour, The A-
pofile diftinguithes Elders or Presbyters [pioiuzsps] into
two Claffs ; the one, whofe Province itis only to rule, or
prefide, [rrosa're] the ather, who ate allo to labour in 17z
Word and Doctrine.” (1 Tim. 5. 17.) And in his Enumce
ration of ectlefiaftical Offices, he mentions Govérnments, i.c.
Covernars, as diftinét ftom Teachers; (2 Cor. ¥2. 28.) and
intimates that thefe Offices wete not always wnited in the
fime perfons. (v. 29, 30.) foin Rom. Y2.7, 8. he mentions
bim that ruleth, as diflinét from him vhat teachcth and exbori-
éth.--From all which Presbyteriars have inferred, I think with
fufficient Probability to warrant theic Conda@, that fome may
be appointed to affift in ruling the Church, who are uot qualifie { -
wor authorized to ifficiate as Minifters of the Cufpel. —It is e»
vident that Chu'rch-difcigline is to be exercifed by the Churci,
4nd is not appropriated to the Minifler abome. (Matt, 1€,
7. 1'Cor. §.4, 5, 13. 2 Cor, 2.6.) It myft therefore be ex.
difed either by the Chutch co/lecisvely taken, which will give
Ce“»“

——— e e
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8670 purge the Church,and bring Offenders lokgfen!én:e.‘

that your Minifter in Conjunttion with your

. Elders will exercife it among ‘you. Th

1 Co.5.7. muft purge away the old Leaven; they m
deee13. put away wicked Perfins, or fcandalous Of-
‘Tit.3.10. fenders from among you, and reject Heretics
: after proper Admonition; and not admit
them to the Communion of the Church ; *dllL
.. they give Evidences of Repentance and Refor-
mation. Them that fin publicly, they muft
1 Tim.5. rebuke before All, that others alfo may fear.
20.  If any of you therefore fhould be fo wun-
happy, as to expofe yourfelves by any
Offence inconfiftent . with thc‘Prpfe‘}:an of
Chriftianity, to the .4dmonitions and Cen-
Jures of the Church, inflited by “your
Minifter, you are to fubmit to them ; and
make thofe open .and fincere  Acknowledg-
. ments

equal Authority to the Injudicious, yea, to Women and Chil
dren, (for.they may be Church-members) with thofe that are
endowed with a Spirit of Government ; which is abfurd: or
by the Church reprefentative, i. e.} by Perfons chofen and
appointed by the People 10 afiff the Minilter in the Exercife
of Difeipline. — I fhall only add, that ruling Elders may be
very ferviceable to the Minilter as well as the People, by
infpecting their Conduét; which the Minifter cannot poffibly
do, efpecially in.a Jarge or feattered Congregation ; and by,
afliting him with their Afvice in Matters that may come
before them. There feems therefore the fame Reafon for this
" Inflitation as for the Appointment of E/ders for the, Affiftance
of Mofés in a like Cafe. (Exod. 18. 18, 21, 22, 23, 25,
26.) And we may conclude that what was {o expedient 1
&e inflituted, was afually inltituted. — This hias been prace
tifed by all Churches who follow the Presbyterian Plan in
Scotland, Holland, Geneva, &c.——After all, I muft siotboaft
4 dogmatical Certainty, till fuller Evidence appear.
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Pegple muf? afford their Minifler a fifficient Mainte- 87,
plemujs & o e ler a [uiciens Mainte: 87,

ments of Repentance and Reformation, which.
the Nature of your Crime may demand. If"
you knew with what forrowful Reluctqnce the

Officers of the Church ufe t#e Rod of Difcipline

towards Offenders; inftead of refenring their-
Conduét;, you would heartily pi#y thet, and

feverely cenfare yourjelves, for impofing fo -
very difagreeable a Talk upon them. And”
what willye? Shall théy come unto you with iCot.4.21&
a Rods or in Lyve, and in the Spirit of Meek--

néfs 2 -This depends upon your behaving des

cording to the Gofpel; and. therefore, "for”

your oup fakes as well as #4riys, lec thisbe

1

your conftantCare, -~ -~ _
© = . 4. You are under Obligations to # cone
T tribute o fufficient - maintenuicito’
© o your Mimsffer.? A
. . . . L . R S
A 2obetous rapacious Difpofition in a2 Mi- 15h.18.
iffer of Jefus, {’vhofe Ky fl?om is not of this Joh18:36
orld, is peculiatly i{ﬁb&%’ng and ‘od¥ous ¢
nor are bis People obfiged to-gratifie his infa< *
tiable Greedineft aftér tiches, or to héap up- -
oh him the {i, erfluons’ Lyxurtes of Life. But
he ‘has 4_Right to a competent’ Mainteniance
for himfelf and Family; from thofe who ena’
joy his. Labours~—This, I hope, I may fay
o this Océafion, without fiving'any Umbrage
for Sufpicion;; fince I am not {peaking in_my
otwn behalf; and I can appeal to youtfelves - -
that this’ i$ the fr/? Time you have ever :
heard it from my Lipe——NMiniffers are u&-
ERPE SN I g 0 . 2 . r
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d't the Obligatiotis commen to All, o promde
' far tbcmfelve: and their Houfhold ,and if tbcy
s tim. 13. negledt it, they haue denied the Feith,, and

are wurfe than. 1 ﬁdels‘—-They enerally fuf-
t:n; gf;enderNa;nejo £ Hafb xw Fat her 3
a aré not barde, affecti-
/oqxatp Angieties. of thoqulglztzom, Nature .
._vand- Religlon oblige. them: toeducate their
" Childrem, and to radfe. them abovethe qud(hnps

and ’f‘cmptauons of :ereme Pavcrt; ¢, They

age-but Mortal; h long to a I:m-
guifling, jt who if the are
mduﬂrt‘am ttgzb'le in the

of their FUn&fon, are not feldom xmmature-
Iy grefled ino. thcrgtgve, yuder tbe burdcn
ofythem... And. 1may-appeal to fu (7011;
as know any Thing of the Tend’crﬂe
parentd] ot conjugal Affe€tlon, what acute
tzimndtet muﬁ s theirt mmds,‘to ﬁeave
their dear Relidds and tender 01&’/}

lefs,and. forlorn;. to. the mde otld,; to all
the Extremitfes, of #; emedil efis a 1«37 ; wrtir

Tit. 1.8 . Minjfters maft ; alfo be Lo ver.r q@zg

tyi4. Recording to,

* faithful Bifkops. and aﬁ'ord N generons and
kind Entertainment ¥o Friends and frangers
that vifit them~—But how, ,‘Vly BIBthfen an
they:.be. capable of “thefe. Thmg

genergus Cautributzom eopk

cannvt, fake the ufual. ngﬂ Mea/ure:
to, provide for. themfelves, w:tboul dqunall-
fying themfelves for the Exercife | of theéir Of- .

fisg, and negle&x;g yom' Souls. Al thel
dhlme
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Natursl Eguity "’" the Law "f Rﬂd("@fim requiresit;8 >

dbilisies are facred to GOD and His Church ;
' ‘and the Time and Strength which yoy employ
3n temporal Purfuits, they are obliged to lay
cout in hard fudies for your Good, or in the
Jainful Labours of their Miniftry in amore - __
ublic Manner. And if you fuffer them to
e difturbed in. theix Preparations with dif-
aralling Tecular Cares. and Incumbrances,
heir Difcourfes will unavoidably beindigerted,
Jballow and injudicious, and lefs adapted for
" ‘your Edification; ‘and confequently the Dif=. . . |
aduantage in the Hive will fall upon yoars:
Jelves—Belides; thelr Education, Studies
. and. Employment have given their Minds fuch
| .a Turn to other Things,  that they arg not ca.
- gable of managing thelr worldly Affairs with
.the jame Dexterity With shofe that have al-
~ “ways been babituafed to them. * Since then, -
- .My Brehren, for yowr Sukes they deny theth-
felves the Advantage of fecular Purluits ; itis
* highly realonable you thould make a fufficient .
(Provifeon for them. Nay, thisisa Matreroff
. Juftice and natiiral Bquity, So the Apoftle .
Jhas Rated it Who goeth a Warfare at any -
« Timse st his oynCharges ? Whoplauteth aVine-""
. yard, and eateth'mat 4f the Fruit thereof ? t
Or who feedeth a Flock, and eateth not of the 1Cor.g.7. |
« MiM'of the Flock? Whence it is evident, thar
A Mingfler has as gool a Rigbt ta' Maintenance
From bis Pegple, as a Soldier to wages ‘from >
. his King, for whom he fights; .ot the Kreper
-ofa Vineyard o eat of 2he Fruit of it; or'a
.. Shapherd-to the Milk of his Flock. Andit
1 they.are demied thisRight, they ave more bard- |
-dy wied than Qxen, according to the Law of -~ - -
. A" - ;‘.o.z.. . - .. “'»’ M*’ .

. m e




96 AndCod Himflf exprefly commands if) I

G ‘Mofes ;. for there we have this Prohibitio
1L0r.9.9; Thou fhalt not myzzle the Mouth of the Ox,.
which treadethqut the Corn ; which the Apoftle |
lnforms us, was not given for the f2k¢ of Ox- |
* en, but to teach this Méral, which Iam now
_ Jinculcating. Thisisalfoa Mihiflers Right ac-
cording to the'Lew of Retgliation,or the Rule
“of Preportion;- for if we have fown unto Jyou
“fpiritual Things, faith the Apoftle, ¥s 5z &’
"GREATTHING, (as fome narrow Souls may
=t count it) if we reap your carnal Things2
_Nay, this duty you ar¢ obliged to perform
by “the Authority of GOD HimfElf; and
_therefore to x’p‘culc;ate it, is not to make an
.avaricious Demand vpon you in‘our owrn
+ . {Vapes, buyte inftruct you in a matter you
===—13- (homld make confcience of; for, as according
.40 'the law of Mofes, they whith minifter
abost bely Thi 25, Gve of thé Things, of
s the Temple; and they who wait at the Altar,
- are partakers with the’ Altar in the -Offer-
"ings of the People : cvien fo (fith St Paud)
—13; hath the Lord Himfelf ordained, “that t
Mat. 10. 4pp9 preach the. Gofpel, [Bould tive of the
10. - Gofpel; and no wonder; for the Workman
TAmX-5- s worthy of his Meat; and the Labourer
18 of his Reward. You.are therefore; My
“Brethren, to look upon yourfelves as tound
. by Reafon, by Gratitude, by natural equsty
.and Juftice, and by the exprefs Authorify
. of our Lard Fefus Chrift, to make a com-
. petent Provifion for your Minifter of the
3Cor.7.3;.'good things' of this life; "that he may ar-
1Tim. 4, ‘tend upon the Lord without Diftrattion, and
B3 give himlelf wholly tg the great Work of the



g The Concluflon.

Miniftry among you, And, in fo doing, you
are not te think, that you.are performing a
Wark of Supererogation, ora Matter of Ge-
nerofity, or giving Alms to a Beggar; but
that you are difcharging a Duty binding upon
your Confeience towards bim that labours a-
mong you inthe Lord, -

~ Finally ; Itis your Duty to exert yourfelves
to the utmoft, in your r ive fpheres, inall
proper Methods to promote the Succefs of the
Gofpel among you, and to kighten your Mini-

fier's Labours. Join unanimous, asoneman |

in this generous Enterprize : and in fo doin
you may expect the Blefling of Heaven to re.
upon you, and render you a flourithin
Ghurch: and that when your Minilter am

ou have joined 2 while in the smperfect

ervices of GOD's earthly Houfe, you fhall
meet around the Throne on High, and fpend
a happy Eternity together, in cdivinﬁ~
timacy, in the more exalted Services of the
emple of GOD in Heaven.——Which may
the Blefled GOD grant for Fefus Sake.

.

A MEN

A
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AN

APPENDIX

Cmtaxmng the Form of INS@ALLA'nbN, &e.

QU have, Dear Sar, at your . Ordinatis
falemnly entered into Obligations to

drfchtrge your Mia;(k:y faithfully towards the
. Ghurch of GOD in.gexeral. But as younaw
kndermkc the paftoral Charge of this Congre-
o in particlar; itis fit you fhould pub-

nely; wkh the moft awful ‘Solemnity, rencw
‘youn Qbligations, with fuch circymfiantial

- Variations, as yonr B.elanon to.a partwular»
L Qnrge‘rcqum ,

L . Therefore,

‘ PoYou jaubﬁcly au& memmy undertake the
paftoral Gare of: this'Congrepatioh, Who have

' ._/Jblne*d In prefenting 2 Cal to you ?

o ot folénily prothlﬁ.‘ in the Prefence *
tsf‘ Gadf

Angels an Me’n as Yo will anfwer §
Ir 4t thé tremendous Day of ‘final Accounts,

‘; that i c* the, Aids-of Divine: Grace] you will

fornt towardsthient al thie Duries beloriging
Q your Charater; 8 4 Minifter of the Gofpel 2

. hr&cuﬂﬂy—-That You will be difigent and }

with a rich. Treafury of Divine Knowledge,

daboriousin’ Study, -fo furdith your dwn mind

toi

1



or The Pmn?é: of the Miniffera

to communjcate to_your People ?—That
Alts 20, Will faithfully, f&lex?l:y a;? clearly lecm
27 * to them the whole Counfel of God, and preach
'* - dye Gofpelin Manoer, awhich;you belicve
v ig your Conf§jence will have the moft effec:
* tual Tendency to the Salvation of your
Hearers, and to advance the Honour of your
heavenly Mafter *—That you will take all o-
- -~ ther proper Meafpres, publicly and privately,
" 7 for their Edificition’; as examizring them ifi
.~ that catechetical Form, which ygu”l%
" beft fuited to their Capacitiess 'mgking them

" minifterial VifiFs; as far as your m:ﬁfh

all judge

, and

* * the Extenit of jorir- Congregation will allow,

=28 tg tedch theth from Houfe to Houfe, 1o enquire
... " lintothe ftate of their Sculs, and their Regula-
7" tiods as to Famiily-Religion; and'interming-
Y. ling folemn and: inftrufive 'Refleltions in
.7 your common Converfation with theny ?—-That
“ e you wilt- adminiffer the -Sacrasents of the
New Teftament, Baptifin and the-Lbrd’s Sup+

#¢r, to proper Subjetts, according to the Dis

e ¥ine Inftitution 2—That _you')v}ﬂ, in conéert

© 2 w.lwwith the Ruling Blders of this Cangregation,
exercife ¢he Difcipline and Government, which

the Kirig of Zion has inftituted in his Church? -

< -+ -7 And:that jn all thefe Bsanches of your Office,
e 1 you will make' the. Sacre® SgrieTuREs your
~+ ~ tonly énfallibe and jgreme Rule, 85 they are
- 1 fubltantally explained in the We/fmip/ter Gon-
: o v feffion of Fajth, Batechifms, Sum of faving
.- 5 Knowledge, and Directory,which'yop adopted
= . atyour Ordination ; and in the Artigles of the
"+ Church of -England, which you have fubfcfg'
e e L N I AR '
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ot . The Engagements on the People's Part,

- him all thofe Duties, which according to th
facred Scriptures, are due to One of his Ch«
rafler, while he behaves in Charalter? Part

- cularly—that you will Jove and honour him
——that you will attend upon and seceive th

- ' Wor:

their Confent in\fome public, explicit Manner. To exprel
it with the Veice, would caufe fuch confufed Murmurings, o
noify Exclamations, as would not cenfift with the grave an
_ftill Salemnity of public Worfhip; and it would be difficu!
in this Method, to diftinguifh thofe that confent from th
Diffentients..- It has therefore been the Pradtice of Prefbyte
rians, aud fundry other Denominations, to require thi
People to exprefs their Confent by the filent, fignifying To
ken of holding up the. Hand - And this Signdl has been ufec
in public EleQtions by various Nations, particularly by the
antient Greeks; as appears from the Words of their famou!
Orator Deinoffhenes : ‘O Inpos vag sas yropag xepd ewrnpiag 7
wonws "s xigorows i.e. The Populacefignified their Approbationo!

" my Sentiments for the public Safety by firetching out their

Hends. Nay, this was fo ufual a Ceremony in public Elec-
tions, that the Word xtiporovo did -at length, like mofl
other Metaphors, drop its #itera/ Signification, and was ufec
to denote the Choice of Perfons to an Officc, when the

" Choice wag ot made by this Sign. . Thus it is ufed with
" - a Prepofition, A&s 10. 41 ¢ Him bath GOD_raifed up,

a%e third Day, and fhewed Him openly, not to ol the People,

- but unto Witneffes chofen beforé [ xpons yuperomunveis] of GOD'

But that which has moft Weight in the prefent Cafe is, tha
this Tok:n appears to have been ufed in ecclefiaftical Eledi:
-cns in the Apoffolic Age ; which isa Precedent to be followed
in all future Ages. The only Places where I can find the
Word xuprvowo {imply ufed, are A&ts 14: 23: and 2 Cont

8 -1¢% The firft is thus rendered by our Tranflatorsy

_lrieratly sranflated, it would read thus, <".4nd having cnos
: . th

. i

¢ W'hen they had ordained Elders in every CJurcl:, &c:” Bj
£




- Signified by holding up the Hand, - R o7

Word and Ordinances of GOD difpenfed by
him, and honeftly endeavour to profit by his
Miniftrations ?——that you will fubmit to the
Exercife of ecclefiaftical Difeipline by him
and your Reprefentatives ? — that you will' -
provide for him a comfortable Maintenanceﬂc:f_

- the

them Presbyters by L1FTING UP THE HAND, in every Church,
&c.”” for the original Word is xeuperowoarric.. And thus
it plainly intimates, that thofe Minifters or Presbyters (as
they were called in that Age) to whom they committed the
paftoral Charge of particular Congregations or Churches, .
were firlt clm/%n by the Suffrages of the People, fignificd by
their lifting up, or flretching forth the Hand. For to allege,
as fome have dohe, that the original Word here fignifies Ordi§
natien by the Impofition of Hands, is to takeit in an unprece-
dented Senfe ; for the Impofition of Hands, as far as I have
oblerved, is always exprefled by another Phrafe, viz. m%wic
ror xupwv (See Aéts 8. 18.and 9. 17. and 13. 3. 1 Tim. 42
14. 2Tim. 1. 6. Heb, 6.2.) "In the other Place, (2 Cor.:
8. 19.) we read of one chofen by the Churches by the /ifting
3 of the Hand, [xuperom¥us] to receive their Contribue
butions—From hence we may infer, that this was the com='
mon Method among .them of fignifying their public Confent:
in like Cafes — And this is confirmed from the Pradice of
the primitive Church, in the 3 firlt Centuries; in which this
Ceremony was commionly ufed in public ecclefiuftical Eleti=
ons.  ‘Thus Fabianus was elefted Bithop of Rome, when all
the Brethren were met together to chufe One by lifling up the,
Hand. [xuposovias “évexwr) Eufeb. lib. 6. cap. 28. Thus alio
! Ignatius advifed Palycarp to convene his People to elect by
hfting up the Hand [xuporomear] a Meflenger into Syria
. Ep. ad Pol, - And the Church of Philadelphia met to ~ufe
2 Meflenger by -this Sign [xuperom cadiaxoin] to f& - .o
Antioch. Ign. Ep, ad Philad. p. 40. I fhall only add, that
the Promifes of & People to a Minifter on fuch an Occafion.
P2 are
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" 8 The right Hand of Fellowfbip given ta the Minifter;

the good Things of this Life?->And in &

‘Word, that you will untamioufly exert your-

* felves to lighten the Burden, and promote the

" Sucrefs of his Labours amiong you } ~—In

Token of your undertakin Obligations,
you are defired again to hfgt vp your Hands.

 [This was here complyed with again b
 the Pegple. ] "lP e y

: And now let the Biders, asthe Reprefentt-
° tives of thiis Congregation, give Mr. 7odd the
©al.2.9. right Hand of Fellowfbip, as a Token that you
- reeeive hig as youf Minifter.§ :
R v .

. [This was alfo complied with by the Elders]
' The

are equivalent to an Oath, Now this Ceremony of hilding

5 the Hand, is properly ufed to fignify an Oath. Thos

, OD is reprefented as [ifting up his Hand, when He fweirs.
. Dent. 34. 40. Ezek. 20, g, 6, 1§,.23, 28, 42. and 36. 7.
. wnd 47, 840 Thus Abrahim exprefles a folemn Oatlr?i:e had
. taken, % I have /ificd up my Hand unfo the Lord, &e.”
© Gen. 14 29, And thusan Angél is reprefented (Rev. 10s
- 8,6.) a8 lifting wp his Hand to Heaveh, and fwearing by.
Him that liveth for ever and ever — From all thefe Things

it appears, that this isa rational, fcriptural and precedented
Méthod of congregational Eledlion, and entering into folemn
Engagements on fuch Occafions. .

§ The jeining of Hands has by Cuftom become a fignificant

Sign ameng many Nations of .civil Refped?, Reconciliation,
Premifmg or contraling, &c, And in various Churches,
gﬂicuhﬂy that-of-Seatland, this Ceremony is ufed at the
Ordinatios and Inflallation of a Minifter; at his Qrdih‘aliog,
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An lelrc_‘/.‘t to the People, exhorting them. 99

The happy Day, My Brethren, is now
come, for which you have longed, for which
you have prayed, withanxious Importunity ;
the Day of the joyful Accomplifhments of

our eager Withes, in the Settlement of &
i’lin_iﬁer of your. own EleQion among you.
And will you not highly prize, will you not
zealoufly improve, the di/tinguifhing Favour
of Heaven to you? Diftinguifhing, I may
call it; for many Congregations under the
Care of the fame Prefbytery with you, have
lain for many Years vacant, thro’ the Scarcity
of Minifters; and they are flill crying for
Bread, but there is no Man to break it unto Lam. 4.
them. -And will you not bring forth more 4.
Fruit, than that Part of the Lord’s Vincyard, -
that lies uncultivated for Want of Labourers?
Shall this be the Occafion of more aggravated”
Condemnation to any of you, that Light is .
come among you, and you love Darknefs ra- John 3.
ther-than Light ? Remember, Sirs, the Con- 19.

: ‘ _ _ fequences

by the Miniflers, in Token of their recciving him into minie -
erial Commanion as a Member of the Presbytery; and at his
Iuftallation, by the Congregatian, the paftoral Charge of which ~ '
he tundertakes, as a Token of their receiving him as their
Minifler, and into a more intimate Communion with them.
And it feems warranted by the Example of the Apoftles, who™

“{ignified their Approbation of the Dodrine of Pau/ and

Barnabas, and their receiving them into Fellowfhip in the

- Apeftlethip, by giving them the right Hands of Fellow/bip,

Gal. 2. 9. This Ceremony was ufed as a Token of Agree-
ment long before, both among the Jfraelites, 2 Kings 10.15.
and among the Heathens. Jer. 50, 15, Ezek.' 71, 18. Sec
allo Ezra_to. 39. 2 Cor. 7. 8, S

\
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e *‘Wprove the Means of Gracr 3

. % f¥ntes Bf'this Day’s Tranfaltion’ wil} be

tigg,"did of infinite Importance. The
plainj-fitriple - Gofpel, which you will hear
from Time'to Time from the Mouth of your
Minifter, will not be an ' Indiffergncy ; but,
like ftrong Medicines, either réfmver you to
Holinefs and Happinefs, or exafperate your
Difeafe, and fharpen the Agonies of eternaf
Death. And what, My Brethren, if the com-

" miffion of your Minifter to fome of you,

Ha.6.9.

e O,

fhould appear by the Event to have been like
that fhocking one of [faiah, Go,— and make
the Hearts of this People fat, and make their
Ears heavy,and. fbut their Eyes: left they
Jfee'with their Eyes, and hear with thesr Ears,
“and underftand with their Heart, and convert
and: be healed ?” Your hearts melt, Horror
¢hills your Blood, and your whole Frame
fhudders at the Terror of the Thought ! And
yet (alas how fhall I exprefsit !y this will cer-
tainly be the- Doom of fuch of you-as rrifls
with the Means of Grace: And fuch, in all
Probability, willbe found among you. You

Pfa.2.11. fhould repoice with trembling in the Settle-

Luk, 2.
4

an awful, as well §s a joyful Providence. You

may tremble, leffin his fubordingte Sphere,

he thould, like his Divine Mafter, be fet for the

Fall, as well as for the Rifing again of many
among you.

ment of a Minilzer among you: for it is

Therefore, adjure yourfelves by the living
GOD, to excrt yourfelves in the improving
His Miniltry. Sinners, mow is the.accepted

. o Time;



from T T L

To pray for Divine Influences mpenth 2t 7 ror
Time, now is the Day of Salvation. *ow aCor.6,2,
or NEvER”! BE this your alarmipg Mopto -
| from henceforth, Now it is Herveff among

you; now this Reaper. is fent jnto-it: and Joh.4,35.
if you refufe to be gathered, except o be :
burnt with the Stubble in unquenchable Fire. Llikeg 1
Now the Kingdom of Heaven is preached ; .. 6 16"
let every Man prefs into it. Ferce your maw, gy,
‘Way into it with holy Violence and takeit j,, -
with almighty Importunity. And Saints, now
yC .. will ‘have the Bréad of Life frequently
broken unto ‘you. 'You have a Paftor, we jyer. 3.15,
hope according to God’s own Heart, to feed.
you with Knowléedge and ©nderftanding.
Thereforegrsw ingrace and in the Knowledge g ™~
of our Lord and Saviour JFefus Chrift. “What ‘pro, 1. -
can rejoice your Minifter more, than to fee — ‘; ]
you fourifbing in. the Courts of your Goo,
and ftill brénging forth Fruit, even when o-
thers are barren and withering around you?
Let your Prayers affit him in his Negoti-
ations with yeu, and with the Ungodly, in
the Name of Fefus. o :

2 Pct_.. 3¢

- Now, My Brethren, you want only the . . ¢
Influences of the Spirit to carry on Religion” ™ 3 6
among you: and indeed, even a Zeafou
Paul ‘may “plant, and an eloquent Apolios
water in vain, if Gop, does not give the 7.1 46
Increafe. 1tispat by Power, nor by Might, . T
but by the Spirit of the Lord of Hsfls, that
Mountainous Difficulties can be levelled, and
made ealy; and a fpiritual Temple erected
and finithed among you, with triumphant.

- : . . - Shourts

<t o
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102 T o live confiftentwith their Profeffion as Diffenters 3

Shouts 6f GRACE ! GRACE ! Therefore lift

up your Cries to the Gop of all Grace for the

- Influences of His Spirit. Here is the Afini-

Jler;_kere isthe Gofpel ;- here are multitudes

2King 2. of perifbing immortals. But where is the

14-. Lord GOD of Elijah? Where is He that canx

102, 63. put His Holy Spirst in them; and make Hig

11, . Werd living and effeftual,t fharper than -a

Heb.4.12. two-edged Sword, as a Fire and a Hammer

Jer.23.29. to mek and break rocky Hearts into contriti-

Joh.11.2% on?—Lord ! if thou be here, our Souls will

Ifa. 64.3. not Die. And“oh! that Thou wouldef? rend

the Heavens \ that Thou wouldeft come down !

But alas! Tho# haft hid Thy Face from us;

© Thon haft confumed us, becanfe of cur ins-

' : quities: and therefore there is none that cals

‘ leth wpom Thy Name, or that [lirreth up

7. bimfelf to take hold of Thee.” . Let us theres

_ fore, My Brethren, ardently feek the Lord,

Hol. 10. ’till He come, and rain Righteoufnefs wpon

< 12, us 3 *till Truth fpring out of the Earth ; ‘il

PL. 85.9, Righteoufuefs lock down from Heaven, and
I, Glory dwell ix cur Land..

You have generally forfaken the Effablifhed
Church, we hope not from a fehifinatical

* Spirit, and with no Aoffile Difpofitions; but
from 2 fincere Defire of attending flatedly on
- fuclr Means, as you believe in your CQn({iem
.ces are better adapted to your Edification;
ftill poflefled with denevelent Wilhes for the
 fpiritual Profperity of the church you lef;,
4nd now, My Brethren, tho’ fome difcover

v
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To mmm&erl- their Obligations #o their Minifter, 103

no fmall Mli%nit‘y in their extravagant Ex.
tions of this Kind; yet, let me tell you,
the World may jaftly expet a Confiftency and
Unifermity in the Whole. of your Condut.
They may jufily expet, that you will be
peculiarly boly in all Manner of Converfation ; aPet. 3088
and if you make rio Confcience of the impor-
tant: Duties -of eur commor Chriltianity,
while you pretend confcientious Scruples a«
bout atending flatedly on the effablifhed
Forms of Religion, they may ju/¢ly brand you
as Hypocrites. For what is it but glaring
Hypocrify, when Men make a mighty Noife:
about purer Modes of Worfhip, while they
wallow in the Jmpurity of Sin; or pretend
to relith the Doltrines of Grace and experie
mental Religion, while they neglet the plain
Dictates of Natural Religion and Morality #
‘What isit but bare-faced Hypocrifp, that one
who makes no Confcience of Prayer at all,
fhould pretend confcientious Scruples againft
pragm by Form? Or in fhort, that one void
of Chrsftianity, thould fet up as an Advecate
for Prefbyterianifm, as tho’ he migh‘t‘b‘r a
true Prefbyterian without being a real Chrif=
tian ; or muft bea Chriftian unavaidably and
of Courfe, by alfuming the Prefbyterian Des .
nomination? Therefore, my B)t"etbren, be
nobly fingular in all hely Converfation and
Godlinefs.. SsraraTE yourfelves from all Sin,
and caufelefs Familiarity with the Irreligiousd
D ISSE NT from the vicious Ways of the
‘World, howevér fafhionable: and hauve no .
COMMUNION with the unfruitful “’“’:} Eph.§.21f
Q ,

L}
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04 < Jml to beware tf}e‘rjﬁ)ﬁogﬂy violating them.

. of Darknefi. Otherwife you can find no

Refiige in any Denominaton under Heaven';

but your Condemnation wilf be aggravatedin
Proportion to ‘the' Purity of the Society to

 hich you belong; and the Excellency of the

¢° . "Means'yowenjoy. "
< Remember the folemn Obligations you have

: Ente::ﬁﬁto this Day 'thardgayifSﬁr %ll’er.'

: ven in comron Cafes, you muft riot change,
Pl 15. 4. tho” you fweartg your own Hurt: But now
you bave opened your Moyth anto the Lord,

in a'Matter of ‘the moft facred Importance,

Jidg. 11. and cannot go back. 'You kdve kfted up
35. your Hands o the Lord, " the mojft High GOD,
-Gen. 14, the Poffe(for of Hedvin and Earth, that you
222 yill perform towards. your Minjfter, while
he behaves in Charadter, all the Dyties dueto

Hjs facred Charalter, according to the Diviné

Qracles.  And' I call Heaven' and Earth to

Deut. 30. itnefi againft you this Day, that if you vi-
- 19. ate thofe folemn Obligations, yau will walk
the Farth under the heavy Gu’lﬁ'of Pérjury
@nd broken Vows; “and in Cafe of fnaf In:

ienitenee, will at length defcend into the

acknefs of Darknefs “for ever, under the

. ifitolerable Curfe of G A_DA,meiﬁhty, as Co-
Jud.v.13¢ yguant-Breakers, who are ranked among the
moft abominable Sinners. Therefore I fo-

Rom. 8.  jemnly charge ‘yon, Be faithful to God; be
31 faithful to his Méffenger among you, accord-
ing to your own voluntary Obligations. 0-

... - ey him that has the Rule over you, and fub-.

/ b " mit pourfeves: for he watches for your Souts
gﬁ * 13- g¥one that mufi give Account ; that he may
. : . © de

~

[}



dr Airefi to Mr. Todd. . 105

dv it with, Foy, and not with Gricf; fepshit -
is unprefitable to you. However, whether -
you hear, or whether you ferbear s y.t fball.
you know, to your Gqmfort orto your Cott, -
thut there has been a Prophet, i e."a Minifer Ez¢k.2.5.,

of Ged, aimang you.

: And You, My dear Brother, who after all' . ...~
your apxious Rerplexities about the Place |
where Duty ¢gilled yon to fettle, among the
many vacapt Gorigregations fo earneft to oby
tain your Labours, have it length determined,
we hope under the Dire&tion of Divine Pro-
vidence; to updertake the paftoral Charge-of
this People 3; dllow me the Freedom to addrefs
you once,moxe. .You”a.l{gv ay lay, Thy Pfx6.1%;
Vous are.sufon me,, O GOD, . You have fas
lemmly comfectated your Life, and all your
Abilities; to the Seryice of thj People. ~ Sog
of Many belpld GOL) bas made thee a Waichs paey, 55,
man to this qug§ation : therefore hear the
Word 4t His Mouih, and give them warning :
Jrom Him, . If thou daﬁ‘ .
 the wicked from bis Way, that wicked g ?
Jhall dic in bis.iniguity, but bis Bloodwill Ir
quire at'thine Hand, faiththe Lotd. Dread- - ; "9
‘ful ! Daes nof the Terror, of .the, Thoughit
ovarwhelm you't Were you.acceflory. to ﬁ\e
Murder of yowr Father t{aﬂ&l eyou Being, - - " -
How would :you fhudder, z»ans be ready to ...
run a Vagabord and-a Fugitive upon Earth, Gen.q.14
telt every. onc that finds you, fhould flay you!
But the Blood of Jmmortal.Seyls is a more
dreadfl bunden 5. a&d by being acceffary to
N PR * 1 TUN T UE ISR,

ot [peak 10 warn
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16 Encouraging him againf? Difficulties »

it, the Phyfician becomes the Butcher of
Mainkind. Therefore, take the Alarm; and

whether they hear, or whether they forbear,

Bzek. 33: give them faithful Warning from 60D. And
9 - know it to your Comfort, that if you warn
' the Wicked, and yet be turn not from his
© . Way; ke indeed fhall dic in his. Iniguity ;
Jer.45 4. but thou baft delivered thy Sokl, Gloricus
§- deliverance in fo wretched a world. as this,

where all is going te Ruin; if you get your

::lm Joul for & prey, you are infinitely enrich~

No doubt, Sir, you will meet with many
'w. . Difficulties in'the difcharge of your office :
#Kin.1.49 for what are you better than your Fathers;
who have always groaned under them ? You
will meet with: Oppofition and unkind treat-
ment from an ungrateful Werld, even while
¥ou are labouring to premote its beft interefts:
or though the Strictnefs of living Religion
‘ be the moft Beneficent thing in the World 3
- yet it isalas! the moft ungrateful Thing to
the degenerate fons of men, which can be
) obtruded upon them; and they may count

€al.416 you their Encniy for telling them the truth.
' ‘But, feeble «“ Son of man, be mot afraid of
“thems neither be afraid of their Words ; tho*
Ezek3.8. Brigr's & Thorns be with thee, and thou
§  dof? dwell among Scorpions s fer behald, faith
- the Lord, 7 will make thy Face ftromg a-
gainf} their Faces ; and thy Forchead ftrong
againft ‘their Forcheads: as an Adamant
* harder than Flint, will I make thy Forebead :
. “$herefare fear them noty neither be difmayed

A



From'the Promifes of God. ooy

wt their looks, tho' they be a rebellions Houfe” .

The Word of the Lord, may be made 4 re- '
proach to you, and a derifion daily : and Jer.20* 8,
you may be mortified with that jupreme of .
difficulties, Unfucce/sfulnefs. Then yaur dif-
couragements may almoft fink you into that
Refolution, - « I will not make mention of —~———9.
Him, nor [peak any more in His Name: for —.1. 6.
ah! Lord God, I cannot fpeak, for I am & __ ;s 6.
Child : and to what Purpofe thall I fpeak & . -
give warning, when none will hear? Why

fhould I toil in vain to charm deaf Adders? .

Thy weice, O my GOD, fays, cry: but pgy cg 4,
. what fhall I cry? From what new Topics
fhall 1 try to perfuade thofe, who have difre-

garded all the Arguments which thy Gof
el can afford 2”~—But take Courage! take '
‘Courage! fay not, “I am a Childs” for I 1+ Tt
you fhall go to all that God fball fend you;

and whatfoever He commands you, that you

Moall fpeak. Be not afraid of their Faces,

Jor I am with thee to deliver thee, faith the ———3..

Lord. Thefe were the encoumging Promifes. |

of GOD to his extraordinary Embaffadors; .

& thefe may be humbly claimed, abftracting, v
extraordinaries, by all His faithful Servants, .

in all Ages, in their Jower Spheres; as the Pro+

mife to Jothua, “ I will never leave thee, nor Jomh. 1.s.
Jorfke thee,” is extended by the Apoftle, & Hebi£3.5
applied to all fincere Chriftians. ~Therefore, Joth.-1.6.
-my Brother, be ffrong and of good Coursge. 2Cor.5.14
Let the refittlefs ConfPraints of the. love of --—6. 8.
Chrift carry you thre* Honour and Difbonour,

and every Difcouragement. Let His Wordbe

Ifa. 40.6.
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108 {nd exhorting Bim'to take Heed 1o bimfelf: and his

"Doctrine.

Jer. 6. 9. in yourHe&i as c&uming Fire jlm't up in your |
-+ bones, that may make youweary of forbear-.

sng, and impati¢nt-of Silence, under the moft -
overwhelming; Difcouragements. Be full of:
Job32.18 matter, like Elibu; and let the Spirit within
w26, you confirain - you. Speak, . that you may-
- be refrefbed y- open your Lips to give vent
. . - to the Overflowings of an affeCtiomate Zeal.
16.62. 1. For Zion’s Sake do not hild youy Peace, &
Jor Jertfalem’s Sake do mot refdy until the
Righteoufnefs theraof go forth &s Brightnefs,
- & the Satiation thereof asa Lamp that burne
éth. S o - .

1Tim.4.a6. Let it bé your firft care to take Heed to
. . YOURSELF ;3 kef? by ary Means when you have .
1 Cor. g, Preached to othersy. you: yowrfelf [bould be a
27.  Gaft-away. Lexnot your own Vinepard run.
Cant.1.6. Wafte; while you sre taking Care of that of
ofbérs. Let not your Concern for the Pablic
-~ - fwhallow up all your Care for yourfelf; bux
rémémber you -have as intimate a perfoxal
Concern in the important Things you de~"
clare to others, as any of your Hearers ;
and theréfore they fhiould f/¢ immprefs your
~ own Heart; and the Concern, by a happy,
) " Gontagion, fhould fpread from you to your
Iﬂa‘t.s.r 3 People. Yom are the Salt of the Earth; but
: " if the Salt have loft its Savewr, wherewith
all it be falted ? It is thenceforth geed for
Nothing.— Let it be your next Care to take
1Tim.4.16Heed, to your DOCTRINE. - Speak as the
sPet.q.11. Oracles of God.. Speak the Truth as it is in

Eph.4.21. Fefus. -Give yourfelf continually to Prayer,

and



- when the ¢
 fhall réceive a Crown of

And folemnly chirged to objerve thefe Things, 109

and the Minifiry of the Word. If you would A&.6.4.
evidence your Love to the bleffed Jefus, then Joh.21.15.
{;ed his Sheep ; yea, feed His feeblelt Lambs. ——16,

thort, take keed to yourfelf, and to the ——17.

Fhick over which the Holy Ghsft has made you
anQuerfeer, to feed the Ghurch of GOD,which

He barh purchafedwith HIS OFNBLOOD! A«

mazing Love! who canrefift the Energy of this
endearingExcitement ! Cas we begrudge our:

moft painful Labours for them, for whom an
incarnate GOD théught it worth while to -
‘fhed His owa Blovd? No ; if GOD laid dowit ~

ife for-us, we cught to be willing to' 1 John 3.

ay down our Lives for the Brethren, Tea, if 16. .

we thould be offered wupon the Sacnft\e ‘and

"Service of théir Faith, we thould joy, and

rejoice with them all. Therefore tfake the Phil2.17.
Overfight of the Flock, not by Conftraint, but 1Pet.5.3.
-awillingly’; not for filthy Lucre, but of a ready
Mind : 'neither as being Lord over God'’s Hers<
"tage ; buf being an Example to the Flock ; and

ng Shepher b[bali appear, you

slory, which fadeth .

not away, ' A ‘

Thefe Things, Dear Sir, T' affeltionagely
recommend to you as a Friend : Thefe T)lf:
I befeech. you to obferve, with all th_e*‘ea’mc%;
Importunity ‘of a Petitioner~—Nay, asan
‘humble Embaffador of the moft High,” “I 1 Tim.s.
folemnly charge thee before GOD, and the 21.
‘Lord  Fefus Chrif?, and the elect Angels that .
thou obfervethefe Things. -Irharge the before 2 Tim.4.
God and the Lord Fefus Chrift, who fball jz‘tjg: 3
5 SO

v

~




110 The People exortedto bear faithful Dealing,

the Quick and the Dead, at His Appearance,

2Tim. 4. and His Kingdom ; preach the Werd ; be in-

2. . .. ftant in Seafon, and out of Seafon ; reprove,

rebuke, exhort with all Long-fuffering and

Doltrine: and in fo doing you will fave

1 Tim. 4 yourfelf,' and them that bear you> A glo-

16, rious Salvation! A more noble exploit than

“ fubduing Kingdoms, or delivering Nations
from the Yoke of temporal Slavery !

. And now,. My Brethren of the Laity, when
you have heard the folemn Charge laid upon
. your Minifter ; can you ever refent it, if He'
fhould deal with you with plain, honeft, and
(as you may think) rough and [evere Faith- '
Fulnefs ? Alas! Sirs, what would you have
him do? Would you have him perjure him-
felf, and ruin you and his own Soul, thro’
exceffive Lenity and indulgence, rather than
#ifgue your Difpleafure by endeavouring to
fave you, and pluck you out of the Burne
ing with wnacceptable Violence? Should
he prophefie fmooth things, and you leve
to have it fo; you might indeed dream a.’
way our life in carnal Security ; but oh ! what
would you do in the End thereof ? Then this
will appear the moft treacherous friendfhip,.’
andthemoft: inhuman Cruelty to himfelf and
you ; and a treacherousViolation of his obliga.
* .. tions to his Divine Mafter. Therefore bepa-
“- ' tient of faithful Dealing; yea, love it; and
love your Minifter for ufing it, and aéting fo
2Cér.12. 2‘9. to convince you,  thas he feeks not yours,
TR . Finally;
, A ! ;

1ai30.10.
Jer.5.31.



Yoth Partids exhorted to Unaintity and Zeale < 1%

Finally 3, let me.exhort you all, Mimifter ... .t
ind Peaple to juin unanimous and @ dnt 1q
wromote living Religion among. you. In ?b(‘)f L
iet all your: Endeavours cenger; for. 2hig ,y.c 101
preach ; for this-hear, accerding to your {tay
tions§ and for this waft up your; ,\.}m'ted Pray-
ers to Heaven. ;-Make one hogef}, Atrempt to,
promote the, Kingdom of God, among you,
Make one joint Astack upon the ufurped Em-,

pire of Satap.;, Caft off ‘the Waeks of. Darky Romx13e
nefs, and put.ow the irmour. of Light. - Lt 12, '
areligious Zeal become wnivenfa/among youq -
let it catch every Heart, and {pread from Fas
mily to Family. . Let one go to andther; fay+ '
ing,  Lat us gofpecdily to pray: before tha zech. 8.
Lord, and fzek the Lord of Heftss andlet-es a1, :
very Individual eccho back the Befolugion, «.d
willgo alfs.” Parents and Mafters, now:bex
gin to deal with your Children and Domeftics
with the tendgreft. Solemnity ; -angd labaur to _
imprefs their Heasts with a Senfe \of eternak - - .2
Things: * Kipdle the fire of Devotion firftise .. .
vour Families,:and bring it with' you inte, '
the Houfe of Gon. Children and Servants;
now fet yourfelves to feek the Lord: len
your Hearts be fufceptive of Impreffions frorm
the public and private Inftruiens you hear.. ,
Let even Erkiopia flrerch foxth herHands un- pr o 7,31
1o God. .Let poor Negrees fubmit to the.c | '37
Gofpel; , and they Mall become the genuineps -3 7%
Children of Abraham, the Father. of “all. they i 4 22
Faithful, and be the Lord’s frec-Nen. o 7

Away with every obftruiion in the Way
of the Lord. You have now & Foice crying

e - R in

I
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12 In promifmg Rekigion, and removing OcftrulFiont

Ifa. 40.3
4

‘Mal. 3.1,

»Thef. 5.
33. .-

in this Wildernefs, © Prepare ye the Way of
the Lord; mdkefﬂraig/ft%tb:}}orour :?o’d.

"Sink, ye Mountains ! Rife, ye Fa'leys! intol
Plasns before Him. And then the Lord whom'
ye feek, will come into HisTemple. ‘Away with
“your Jangles and Animofities; away with your
cavilling unforgiving Difpofitions. ' Forbear,
forgive, love one another, atid be at Peace
among yourfelves; wunlefs you would banifh
the pacific Spirit of Gop from among you

- unlefs you would weaken your own Interefts:

break the Heart of your Minifter; and ren-
der his Miniftrations ufelefs among you. - Be
this the only.(entention among you' for the

.~ _future, Who fhall be the moft pa¥ient of In-

Adts 20,
32.

: juries, the moft forgiving, and the moft Zea-

lous to promote the ommon Caufe of Chrif-
ﬁagiFy, i - 4 ‘,',:., : .

: And now, Brethren, 1 commend you to Gon,
awd to the Word of ‘His Grace,' which is abi.

te build you up,” and to gsve you an Inheritance

. among all them who are fanétified, - And may

the Gop of Peace, that brought agiin from
the Dead our Lord Fefus, that great Shepherd
of the Sheep,  through the Blood of the ever-:
lafling Covenant 3 may He mike yon perfeld:

. in every good Work, to do his Will, working

in you that which is well-pleifing in His
Sight, through Fefus Chrift; to whom be Glo~

-1y for ever and ever.

" AMEN.,
' The
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lee PSALM fung in.the Comclufion. -
- Pfal. 132, 13,~18.

(Dr. ‘Watts's Ve:;/lon.)

1. Where fhall we go to feek, and find
An Habitation for our God ?
A Dwelling for th' ¢ternal Mind "~ o,
Amongft-the Sons of Flethand Blood ?

2. The God of ]acob chofe the Hxll
“Of Zion for His ancient Reft:
And Zion is His Dwelling ftill, \
His C/:urcb is with His’ Prefence bleft.

. Here wxll I fix my graeious Throne,
And reign forever, lg ith the Lord ;

-Here fhall my Power gand Love be known,
And Bleflings fhall attend my Word.

. Here will I meet the hungry Poor,
"And-fill their Souls with living Bread;
Sinners that wait before my Door
‘With fiveet provxﬁons {hall be fed.

§. Girded with truth, and cloath’d with Grace
My Priefls, _my M:mﬁers fhall thine; N
Not Agren in his coftly Drefs s
. Made an Appearance fo Divine, -

6. The Saints unable to contain
Their inward Joys, fhall thout and fing 3
The Son of David here fhall reign,
And Zion triumph in her King.

7 Jesus
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7 jnws il fod'q sum'rous Seed
Born here, . ¥uphgld -his glosicus Nanie,

While all HisFés'are loath’d with Shame.

"His Crown fhall Hournh
Lol g Ay f)J

Taitods Neen v

on his Headyy






