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Ata Stated Meeting of The New- York Society for
promoting the Manumiffion of Slaves, &c. held at
the Society's School-Room, in Cliff-fireet, the 161k
of May, 1797

THE Society having received .Information that
the Annual Difcourfe on Slavery was delivered, by
SamMuEL MILLER, on the r2th ult. agreeably to
Appointment,—

Refolved,

That Wirriam Duniap and Erinv H,

SMiTH be a Committee to wait on Mr. MILLER, .
to prefent him with the Society’s Acknowledge-
ments for his excellent Difcourfe, and to requeft a
Copy for publicatidn,

Extraéted from the Minutes.

E. H. SMITH, Secretary.
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- ADVERTISEMENT.

15wt perhaps, be acked, why the- detmit. of somsmon
place observations and arguments which the following Dis-
course preser:s, was thought necessary at the present day,
‘on a subject so well understood, and concerning which there
is so lgtfo variety of gpinion amoag-enlightened mond+-To
this question it may be answered, that this Discourse being
the first thav was deliveyed; in-consequence of a late deter-
mination of the Society to institute an Annual Oration, it
was thought pardonable, and even proper, to begin with an
elementary view, Of the subje@—that the: subjE&t of slavery,
however familiarly understood by a few benevolent indivi-
dugls among us,. has been but lxttlt.attsnd:? to by the gene-,
rality of our citizens; and that, strange as it may seem, the
objections and principles which the Autho;: combats are
daily advanced, with confidence, by many with whom he
converses.



 DISCOURSE, &

Friends, and Fellow Citizens,

IN mecting you on this occafion, I am deeply
imprefled with circumftances which demand the
warmeft congratulations. We cannot furvey the
prefent condition of the civilized woild, without
forming a contraft, at once pleafing and melancholy,
between our peaceful and happy fituation, and the
convulfed and diftracted flate of thofe countries
with which we are moft nearly conneted. No in.
vidiaus feelings—no infenfibility to the calamities
of others, will be fuppofed to fuggeft this compa-
rifon.- It is farced upon us by a conjun@ure in
buman affairs fo extraordinary and interefting,
that no ane.can be inattentive to it—fo gloomy
and dark, that none can calculate the danger, or
fee the end.

At
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- At this 2ra; ‘momeritous at prefent, but filf

' more pregnant with the future, the voice of Hu-
_ manity, alas! is but too feldom heard. Perfecuted
and chafed from almoft every corner of the globe,
fhe knows not where to find an afylum. The
ftruggles -of .Ambition, ' gri{pihg "and devouring
every thing within his reach; and the defolations
of War, widely {pread, and murderous beyond
former example, exhibit the prominent features of
Europe, and engrofs, almoft exclufively, the atten-
tion of the paffing hour. Europe, more highly
favoured and cultivated than the reft of the world,
and regarding the other qua.rters of the globe with
a faftidious fuperxonty, is become as pre-eminent
in crimes, as in opulence, refinément, and power.
She offers few examples, but thofe of rapme and
violence—little intercourfe, but fuch as is calcu-
lated to corrupt and deftroy. v -
From fcenes equally affecting to our view, aird
deftructive to human happmefs, let us turn away
our eyes, and fix them on the means of promotmg
the welfare and unprovement of ‘otir own country.
Among thefe, there is one objeét which pathetically -
invites our attention. ~ The inftitution of ‘the
Soc1ETy which-I hdve how the honour to addrefs:
and the occalion of the prefent riecting, defignate
this objet. -The importance of it can efcape the
obfervation of :none.. . For, however juftly we may
prlze the comparative fehc1ty of our country ; how-
ever
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ever juftly we may exult in the excellence of our
Conftitution, and the humanity of our laws; we
sre forbidden to be idle, while a fingle fource of
buman mifery, admitting of relief; remains to tar:
nith our charater: - ',
That, in the clofe of the eighteenth century, it
thould be efteemed proper and neceffary, in any
civilized country, to inftitute difcourfes to oppof¢
the flavery and commierce of the human fpecies, is
a wonderful fa& in the annals of fociety!  But
that this country fhould be America, is a {oleci{m
only to be accounted for by the general inconfift-
ency of the human charatter: But, after al] the
furprife that Patriotifm can feel, and all the indig-
nation that Morality can fuggeft on this fubjeét;
the humiliating tale muft be told—that in this free
country—in this country, the plains of which are
ftill ftdined with blood fhed in the caufe of liberty,
—in this country, from which has been proclaimed
to diftant lands, as the bafis of our polircal exift-
ence, the noble principle, that ¢ ALL MEN ARE
BORN FREE AND EQUAL,”’—in this country theré
are flaves |—men are bought and fold! Strange;
indeed! that the bofom which glows at the name
of liberty in general; and the arm which has been
fo vigoroufly exerted in vindication of human
rights, thould yet be found leagued on the fide
of oppreffion; and oppofing their avowed prin- .

ciples!
B Much,
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“Much, indeed, has been done by many benevos
lent individuals and focieties, to abolifh this dif:
graceful praétice, and to improve the condition of
thofe unhappy people, whem the ignorance ot the
avarice of our anceftors has bequeathed to us as
flaves. Still, however, hetwithftanding all the la-
bours and- eloquence which have been direGted
againtt it, the evil continues; flill laws and prac-
tices exift, which loudly call for reform; ftill
MORE THAN HALF A MILLION of our fellow
creatures in the United States are deprived of that

’ which, next to life, is the deareft birth-right of ’

man,

To deliver the plain ditates of humanlty, Juf
tice, religion, and good policy, on this fubje&, is
the defign of the prefent difcourfe. In doing this,
it will not be expected that any thing new fhould
be offered. It is not a new fubject; and every
point of view in which it can be confidered has
been long fince rendered familiar by the ingenious
and the humane. All that is left for me is, to
bring to your remembrance principles which, how-
ever well known, cannot, be too often repeated;
and to exhibit fome of the moft obvious arguments
againft an evil which, though generally acknow-
Jedged, is ftill practically perfifted in.

And here I fhall pafs over in filence the unnum-
bered cruelties, and the violations of every natural
and focial tie, which mark the African trade, and

which
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awhich attend the injured captives in dragging them
from their native fhores, and from all the attach-
ments of life. I fhall not call you to contemplate
the miferies and hardfhips which follow them into
fervitude, and render their life a cup of unmingled
bitterpefs. Unwilling to wound your feelings, or
my own, by the melancholy recital, over thefe
+ fcenes I would willingly draw a veil; and confine
myfelf to pringiples and views of the fubject more
immediately applicable to ourfelyes.

That enflaving, or continuing to hold in flavery,
thofe who have forfeited their liberty hy no crime,
is contrary to the ditates both of juftice and hu-
manity, I truft few who hear me will be difpofed
tadeny. However the judgment of fome may be
biaflfed by the fuppofed peculiarity of certain cafes,
I prefume that, with regard to the abftra&t prin-
ciple, there can be but one gpinion among en-
lightened and candid minds. What is the end of
all focial connedion but the advancement of hu-
man happine(s? And what can be a more plain
and indifputable principle of republican govern-
ment, than that all the right which fociety poffes
over individuals, or one man over another, muft
be founded either upon contra&, exprefs or im-
plied, or upon forfeiture by crime? = But, are the
Africans and their defcendants enflaved upon either
of thefe principles? Have they voluntarily fur-
rendered their liberty to their whiter brethren? or

have
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have they forfeited their natural right to it by the
wiolation of any law? Neither of thefe is pree
tended by the moft zealous advocates for flavery.
By what ties, then, are they held in fervityde? By
‘the ties of force and injuftice only; by ties which
-are equally oppofed to the reafon of things, and
to the fundamental principles of all legitimate
affociation.

In the prefent age and country, none, I pre.
fume, will reft 2 defence of flavery on the ground
of fuperior force; the right of captivity; or any
fimilar principle, which the ignorance and the fe-
rocity of anciént times admitted as a jufifiable
tenure of property. It is to'be hoped the time is
pafled, never more to return, when men would
recognize maxims as fubverfive of morality as they
are of focial happinefs, Can the laws and rights
of war be properly drawn into precedent for the
imitation of fober and regular government? Can
~ we fan@ion the deteftable idea, that liberty is only
an advantage gained by ftrength, and not a right
derived from nature’s God? Such fentimeénts
beeome the abodes of demons, rather than focieties
of civilized men.

- Pride, indeed, may contend, that thefe unhappy
fubje&ts of our oppreflion are an inferior race of
beings; and are therefore affigned by the firicteft
juftice toa depreffed and fervile ftation in' fociety.
JBut in- what does this inferiority confit? In a
' difference
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difference of complexien and figure 2 Let the nar-
vow and illiberal mind, who can advance fuch an
argument, recolle¢t whither it will carry him. In
raverfing the various regions of ‘the earth, from
the Equator to the Pole, we find an infinite diver-
fity of thades inthe complexion of men, from the
darkeft to the faireft hues. If, then,” the proper
ftation of the African is that of fervitude and de-
preflion, we muft alfo contend, that every Portu-
guefe and Spaniard is, though in a lefs degree, in-
ferior to us, and thould be {ubje& to a meafure of
the fame degradation. Nay, if the tints of colour
be confidered the teft of human dignity, we may
juftlyaffumea haughty fuperiority over our fouthern
‘brethren of this continent, and devife their fubju-
gation. In fhort, upon this principle, where fhall
liberty end? or where fhall flavery begin? At
what grade is it that the ties of blood are to ceafe?
And how many fhades muft we defcend ftill lower

in the fcale, before mercy is to vanith with them?
But, perhaps, it will be fuggefted, that the Af-
ricans and their defcendants are inferior to their
whiter brethren in inteliettual capacity, if not in
complexion and figure. This is ftrongly afferted,
but upon what ground? Becaufe we do not fee
men who labour under every difadvantage, and
who have every opening faculty blafted and de-
ftroyed ‘by their depreffed condition, fignalize
themfelves as philofophers? Becaufe we do not find
men
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men who are almoft entirely cut. off from every
fource of mental improvement, rifing to’ literary
honours? Fo fuppofe the Africans of an inferior
radical charaéter, becaufe they have not thus dif-
tinguifhed themfelves, is juft as rational as.to fup-
pofe every private citizen of an inferior {pecies,
who has not raifed himfelf to the condition of
royalty. But, the truth is, many of the negroes
difcover great ingenuity, notwithftanding their
circumftances.are {o deprefled, and fo unfavourable
“to all cultivation. They become excellent me-
chanics and practical muficians, and, indeed, learn ’
every thing their mafters take the pains to teach
‘them.* And how far they might improve in this
-refpect, were the fame advantages conferred  on
.them that freemen enjoy, is impofiible for us t9
decide until the experiment be made.

. AristotirE long ago faid—< Men of little
« genius, and great bodily ftrength, are by nature
« deftined to ferve, and thofe of a better capacity
« to command. The natives of Greece, and of
« fome other countries, being naturally fuperior ip
¢ genius, have a natural right to empire; and the

¢ reft of mankind, bemg naturally ftupid, are defr
“ tined

* Having been, for two years, a monthly visitor of the
“African School in this city, I directed particular attention té
-the capacity and behaviour of the scholars, with a view ta sa-
tisfy myself on the point in question. _And, to me, the negro
‘children of that institution appeared, in gcneral, quite as or-
. derly, and quite as ready to learn, as white children.
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t tined. to labour and flavery:”* What would
this great philofopher have thought of ‘his ewn
reafoning, had he lived till the prefent day? On
the one hand, he would have feen his country-
men, of whofe genius he boafts fo much, lofe with
their liberty all mental character; while, on the
other, he would have feen many nations, whom
“he configned to everlafting ftupidity, thew them-
{elves equal in intellectual power to the moft ex-
alted of human kind.

Again-—Avarice may clamoroufly contend, that
the /aws of property juftify flavery; and that every
one has an undoubted right to whatever has been
obtained by fair purchafe or régular defeent. 'To
this demand the anfwer is plain.  The right which
every man has to his perfonal liberty is paramount
toall the laws of property. The right which every
one has to Aimfelf infinitely tran{cends all other
human tenures. Of confequence, the latter can
never be fet in oppofition to the former. ' I do not
mean, at prefent, to decide the queftion, whether
the poffefors of flaves, when called upon by public
authority to manumit them, fhould be indemnified
for the lofs they fuftain. This is a feparate quef-
tion, and muft be decided by a different tribunal
from that before which I bring the general fubject.
All T contend for at prefent is, that no claims of
property can ever juftly mterfcre with, or be fuf-

fered

% De Republ. lib. i. cap. §, 6.
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fered tq impede the operation of that moble and
* eternal principle, that < all men are endowed by
¢ their Creator with certain unalienable rights—
¢ and that among thefe are life, liberty,. and the
¢ purfuit of happinefs.”’ :
Thefe principles and rentarks would doubtlefs

appear felf-evident to all, were the cafe of the
unhappy Africans for a moment made our own.
Were it made a queftion, whether juftice pers
mitted the fable race of Guinea to carry us away
captive ffom our own country, and from all its
tender attachments, to their own land, and there
enflave us and our pofterity for ever;-—were it
inade a queftion, I fay, whether all this would be
confiftent with juftice and, humanity, one univerfad
and clamorous negative would fhow how abhorrent
the principle is from our minds, when riot blinded
by prejudice. Tell us, ye who were lately pining
in ALGERINE BONDAGE! tell us whether all the
wretched fophiftry of pride, or of avarice, could
ever reconcile you to.the chains of barbarians, or
convince you that man had a right to opprefs and
injure man? Tell us what were your feelings,
when you heard the pitylefs tyrant, who had takent
or bought you, plead either of thefe rights for your
detention; and juftify himfelf by the fpecious
pretences of capture or of purchafe; in riveting
your chains?

Let
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. Let none fay, that, notwithftanding all thefe teas
fonings, the flaves are kappier in a ftate of fervitude,
than they would-be if fet at fiberty, efpecially when
they are treated with lenity; and provided for in a
comfortable manner. That there are different des
grees of wretchednefs among them, in different cir- -
cumftances, no one can doubt : and when they fall
into the hands of the humane and kind, their depref
fion is lefs—far lefs miferable, than when the torture
of whips, the pains of hungerand nakednefs,and the
unreafonable impofitions of hard tafk-mafters, are
added to fervitude: - On this account, Iam happy in
bemg able to fay, that the lot of {laves among us is,
in general, much more tolerable than that of thofe
in {fome other parts even of our own country. But
ftill they dre bothin bondage. However favoured
the fituation of either, they are both deprived of
that bleffing, in pofleffion of which the barren rock
has its joys, and without which Eden itfelf would
be a gloomy {cene. "After all the fordid pleas of
thofe who would meafure out enjoyment for them,
they are forced to fubmit to an evil which, ¢ how-
« ever difguifed, is a bitter draught, and ever will
‘ be {o till Nature herfelf {hall change.”

But higher laws than thofe of common juftice
and humanity may be urged againf’c flavery. I
mean THE LAWS oF Gob, revealed in the {crip-
tures of truth. This divine {yftem, in which we
profcfs to believe and to glory, teaches us, that

C God
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God has made of oxe blood &l nitions of meh Mpat
dawell on the face-of ‘the whoie carth. It teaches
us, that, of whatever kindred or people, we are all
children of the fame .common Father; dependent
on the fame mighty power; and candidates for the

' fame glorious immortality. It teaches us, that we

fhould do to all men whatever we, in like circam»
ftances, would that they fhould do uato us. k
teaches us, m a word, that lové to man, and a
conftant purfuit of human happinefs, is the fomy
of all focial duty.—Principles ‘thefe, which wage
eternal war both with political and domeftic flaver
ry——»Principlcs which forbid every {pecies of domi-+
nation, excepting that which is. founded on eom
fent, or which the welfare of foclcty requires.
" There have not been wanting, indeed, men as
ignorant as they were impions, wha havé appealed
to the facred fcriptures for a defence of flavery.

'They have dared to feek for a juftification of in«

juries and oppreffion in a volume, which teaches
nothing but peace ox earth, and good will towards
men. *As a fpecimen of their reafoning-—~Some
have contended, “ that the Africans are the pofte< -
« rity of Ham, one of the fons of Noan; that,
“ as it was declared by divine infpiration, .that his
¢ defcendants fhould be fervants to their buethren,
¢ {o reducing them to a ftate of flavery is only ac~
“ complithing the wilt of heaven.”—But this plea -
can never be maintained, either upon the ground

of
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of fa&, orof fober prmrq)le - The curfe pronounced
‘arpon” Ham was evidently & limited ogpe, and ex-
tehded only toa parbof his pofterity.: It wasonly
faid, that the defcendants of CaNa AN, on¢ of the
Four fons of Ham, fhduld ferve the pofterity of
Stbor and: farrkx.. [ This curfk, then, had no-
ahing to_do with ;the Adficait dations, who Rave
been fo. mradh abwfed by the scivifized wiorld ;_but
weas partly Falfilled, whea thvd flefecndantirof Car
WAAN in PaLeStint beckir hesobrs of 20e0d- 41
sdinwers of witer {athe IsxAxLdrits, who were the
defcendanth: of :Seemr andoafterwards was cona
pletely docomplithed, when thd Car TR AGINIB XS
and Trriays' metc ‘fubdutd )i by’ Scaho Jml

ALEZANQERS | S CR
0 Maﬁmﬁm&hdmfoymonm&edupmﬂhh
Ro have all the meaning ‘arid éxtenfion which +he
adwocates for dlavéty edntend; “yet we are:to.re-
¥hemberit was prophatdoal in ite nature ; and though
infinite Wildom ‘defigned te fudfilit, ftill itisplain,
the agents id bringing about the fulfilment cannot
be confidersd the lbfs cimimdl o this actdunt. . It
‘was prophefied, that theSavTioUR oF THE WORLD
thould be crutified, long:before that inspértant
‘event took place; and yet, I prefume, hone ever
fuppofed ithat :this confideratdon exoulpated  his
murderers ’Dhe tmth is, af bur bemg mack inftru-
SRR RS Jnents

| 6; See STACKHOUSB’S Hmtory of the Blee, vol i p 268
2
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ments of accomplifhing the defigns of heaven takes
-away guilt, there is no fuch thing:as crime in the
wotld; the moft éxecrable ‘cruelty that ever difs
‘graced mankind muft be pronounced’ right ;. and

"the work of carnage and death, in tvery age,: muft

receive the benediction of the wife and thegood
ke praice:of the.Jews, the’ chofen’ people

of God;' has aifo been fuppofed, - by fome, to:fur-

-1iifh ¥oprecedent: which: we might lawfully follow.

. “That the children\ of I{vael had the. permiffion of

God 1o purchaferbandmen and bondwomen of the
Jeathen mations7which were round> about : them,
and even to retain' fome: of théir:awn. people in fery
wvitude, for 4 limited time, is readily granted: But
this permiffion appears to have been: particulary
defigned for that people, -and was niot extended to
the reft-of mankind. 'H-ftands on the {fame ground
-with many other things, which they'were permitted
to do, on account.of their {feparation from the reft
of the world, and:on account’of the comparatively
{ervile nature of their difpenfation;” but:in which

* it would be extremdly criminal for ps to imitate

them.. As well might the midnight murderer
‘plead, as an apology for his'crime, that God’s cho-

fen. people weré once qrdered to deftroy the gilty

heathen who- inhabited the promifed land. Be-
fides, if this péprhiffion, given to the children of
Ifrael, on a {pecial occafion, and for wife purpo{'es,
be conﬁdercd as cxtendlng to all fucceedmg times

and
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and people, where fhall -its opcritlon hegm? and
whetd ‘fhall it end - Hthis principle be admitted;
then every natién o1 earth is at liberty to purchiafe
and goflave the citizehs 6f every other. If thisbe
the. gafe; we have'a.right to make merchandize. of
our. white brethren in Europe, if. any can be found
o bafe-as to feize and fell them to.us; and- they,
on‘the ather hand, have alike privilege ta inflitute
a tiade.in the fleth of AMERICAN FREEMEN i
Will any fay, that:this is a_forced conclufion?
No—though juftice, humanity, and religion all rife
- mplagaintt it, it naturally flows from the: principle
abave f.’cated and Is. qmte as tenable in every pomt
of view.. -]
. But farther——the wrmngs of the Apoﬁ:les, 1t
{ecms, havei'been thought by fome to furnith a
marrant far flavery.. - In one of the Epiftles we find
thefe words— Let. as'many fervants as are under the
yoke, count their mafiers worthy: of -all: honour, .that
the name of God and his doirine be not blafphemed.
And let them who kave believing maflers not defpife
them, - becaufe they are brethren, but rather do them
Jervice.* Now, even taking: for granted what,
perhaps, may reafdnably be called in queftion, that
the perfons referred to ‘in this paflage were flaves
for life, and: under #ivoluntary fervitude—itill it
furnifhes no fuch argument as many ifmagine. It
muﬁ be rcmcmbered that the great Author of our
- religion

w ~ # 1 Tim, vi. 2.
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sefigion did not think proper direly to interfere
with the politital ‘arrangements, and the civil laws,
- which were eftablifhed when his Gofpel ‘was . firlt
preached among aien.  He always rather inBulcated
fubmiffion, and patience angerthe mo#k oppreffive
injuties. ~Thisdodtrine the Apoftle apphes, in the
prefent inftance, ko a partitular clafs of perfons, to -
whom he thought the admmonitioh neceffary; and
all 'that he intends to ihoulcate on fach s, that,
dm-mg the Continusnce of their fervitude, (the
origin, nature, ox duration of which does pot appear)
they (hould. faithfully performn their duty: to their
#afters, and patiently {ubmit to their lot. But,
_ does this precept Juftify thofe who hold their fellow
treatures if illégal and forcible fubje&ion? By no
gneans-—No more thah the precepts, Refift nar ennl}
wnd, If any man finite thee én thy right checks rarn
9o him the other aife, juftify the evil and the abufe

which they forbid us to refift-—No more than the
precept, Let every man be fubjed to the powers that
e, can be vonftrued. intb-a Jufhﬁcanon of the
xrudlty and defpotifin whith, in: thole days, and
ever fince, rilers have exertifed over their fubjects.
' But, though it be granted that Chrift and his
Apoftles, for the reafon which has been jult affign.
&d, did not in {o many words prohibit the practice
of flavery ; it is evident they tanght principtes and
doftrines uttetly abhotrent from fuch a practice.
. And they who imbibe the true fpirit of their reli-

. | . . gion,
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gion, will net hefitate a meivient to proriourice;
that invading the liberty and diminifhing the haps
pinefs of a fellow cxeature, are direétly oppofite to
the benigh genius of Chsiftianity, , Hence it is &
remaskable and well known fa@, that, after. the
introduction of this religion into the Roman Em+
PIRE, every fucceflive law that was made relating
to flaves, was more and more in their favour, abat+
ing the rigowss of fervitude, until, at laft, all the
fubjects of the empire were declared equally free.
Nay, a celebrated hiftorian has pot fcrupled to ac~
gount for the degree of liberty which is at prefent
enjoyed, throughout moft parts-of Europe, by the
mild and benevalent influencs of a fyftem, the unj~
form tendency of which is, t0 {6z the appreffed go
Jree, and to break every yoke ¥ .
. Butin vain 15 a large proportion of mankmd
addreffed on the principles.of morality and religion.
Thefe they will feldom regard, as long as they fupe
pofe intereft and paliay.to deliver different precepts:
For the fake of fuch, therefore, I add, with the
utooft confidence, that flavery is not:more oppofed
to juftice, butnanity, and religion, than it is to the -
INTEREST of individuals, and to the TRUE pa»
t1cy and HAPPINESS of that {aciety in which 11;
is {uffered to exift.
Slavery will always be found in proportion to

the

L4 Ronxu‘sou s Hrstory of Charlns V Proofs and muc-
n'ations, vol. i. note 20.

“
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the exterit and feverity with which it prewdils; to
INJURE THE MORALS of a people.. . That it tends
- to produce, on the one hand, haughtinefs, a fpmt
. of demination, cruelty, and lewdnefs, among the
- whites, appears probable, upon the flighteft confi-
deration of the fubje&, and is abundantly proved
by experience. - 'And, on the other hand, that it
has an equal tendency, to produce and cherith al-
moft every fpecies of vice, among the flaves them-
felves, none, I prefume, will hefitate to admit.
Should any have a remaining doubt whether this
be the cafe, let them compare the ftate of morals
n thofe parts of our own country, in which flavery
is either unknown, or exifts: in the moft lenient
form, with that which is exhibited in thofe ftates
in which flaves are more numerous and more des.
graded. That there is a fenfible difference be-
tween the moral afpe& of the one and the other,
no one will controvert. That the comparifon fur-
nithes a refult unfavourable to the latter, the moft
decided partiality. for them can neither.conceal nor
deny. And that. this difference of national and
moral chara@er depends, to fay the leaft, in fome
degree, on the flate of flavery in each refpeively,
I'believe the moft accurate and candxd obfervers

have readlly granted * .
In

ok It is scarcely necessary to say, that no refle/ion on the
Southérn States is here intended, Many enlightenedand’ bete-
volent men among themselves acknowledge and lament the
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T this State; hs " well ‘as in"rioft othérs Y the
Hrtion, the teftimony of a flave ‘earinot be admitted
in‘juditial proc(3; exceptinig ind few cafes.  What
is the ground of this law? “The anfwer is oUv:ous;
‘-‘-‘-‘{SLAVERY DEBASES THE MIND, AND con-
RUPTS THE MORAL-CHARACTER.” ' The unC
happy vi&ims of oppreffion, ' fcehng therifelves
precluded by vxolence; ffom enjoying the benefits
of *fociéty,  negléct - the * focial Virtues: F:hdmg
their own rights habitually invaded, they foon léam
to difregard the 'nghts of others: Living pétpe=
tually under the frowns of power, they are Hifen2
1ibly taught-the attd-of deceptlon, treachery, and
fraud, until every moral fecling is blunted or de<
ftroyed./ - Hénte flaves, in all'sges-and éountiies;
have generally exhtbxt‘ed the moft odious moral
depravity. "And- nations: whlch; for refinement;
virtue, and:happinefs;: were orice the glory of the
world, underthe; iroﬁ»géd-of' defpétifm,~ wé -now
behold funk 'ihté'ihe lowdft ftate of debafemén'if.’*’ g
S S © .,‘.Nar
s BERRARE . : o vt
I?.n}g thmgs. " JEt; is )tl;cu' mjsfort\me !e be»leaded w«lth an evq,
of which they are by no thearts insensible;. but to the best
“feans of removing which, it must be belicved they have been,
and continue to be most culpably inattentive. The ill-natured
remarks’ and bomiperisons which have ‘been often made by
prardy fuliticians, onthis. subjedt; are 100 odious and cOritempt-
ible to be reproved: but a sobler and candid statement of the
&hutli'ought: neithér to be concealed, nor to offend any.
«»#: For farther. information on thié pait of the subje@, the

reader:is: referred 0 an’ Essay on'the Eﬁ&: of Slavery on Morals
#nd Industry, by Noan WEBSTER, jun. Esquire—a valuable
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. ‘Net has"flavery -a more mifchievous ffe&-on
the morals of fociety, than it-has on NATIONAK
INDUSTRY, POPULATION, AND GENERAL 1M~
PROVEMENT,  Mem: not only become lazy and
ments of their wrl_l; but labour will fooa be efteem-
ed diﬁeputabk and degrading, when-it is- chiefly
petformed }' flaves, . And. whatever diminifbes
difcourages population;- and, fows the

{éeds of focial weaknefs and . difosder,  Befides,
flaves, in general, do lefs work, -and wafte 'and
deftroy much more than free labourers,* Feding
no intereft in, the property of their owners; they
wid] iéldom perfarm mote labour, o exercife mosd
care; than: will be merely fufficient to ; fave them
from punithment. * Of cpurfe, agriculture, cazried
on by fuch winterefied. machinas,! ryaft neceffarily
languifh ; lands muft become comparatively -un-
produdive ; and every {pecies of nationdl profperity
mef; be impeded, or decline. Thafe who are act
qua:intcd with hif’cory, or who take notice of what
1s daxly exhibited in our own country, will be at
nolofs for faéts’ tb ekemphfy and confirm what B
herc advanced B ...:f BT ¢

work and weH wenhy tbe nwouszﬁnﬂ \v-hq qu.ucea
judicious and comprehensive gxhibition, both of fact-and ar-
gument, on 50 infdresting a.point. .

* Tt is said, by geatlemen well mfonmed an thi&hsnlmﬁ.
that #hree blacks,, in the Sowthern, States,. will not, in general,
perform more labour thea ove free whils. in the Nartbemq-r
Mebster's Essayy poge - . 0 s AN



2y
~ In this pat of the United States, indeéd, the
pernicious - effeéts of flavery are difplayed in a
" comparatively moderate degree. But evert In ouf
owh State they are diftinétly perceptible.. Even
here’ we fhould be -a happier -and a wealthier
people, were every labourer a freeman, and, of
confequence, -the produt of every man’s labout
his own preperty:—Would to God, however,
there were rot {ome of our SrsTeEr REPUBLICS,
whofe: fituation -i5--more perilous, and whofe
profpe&s are mere gloomy!~ Our fouthern Bres
thren, deaf to the diftates of policy, to fay nos
thing of htgher confiderations, have unhappily
fuffered the-evil in queftion to take fuch deep root
among them and to {pread its baneful mﬂuenoé
fo far and wlde, that, if it do not prove the tiin,;
it will probably prove, at leaft, the long and awfui
feourge of their land.—* I tremble,” fays one who
cannot be fufpe&ed of undye partiality for the des
preﬂ'ed Afsicans, 1 tremble for my country when
“ I remember that God is juft—that his juftice
< cannot ﬂeep for ever—and that an exchange of
¢ circumftances is among probable events. The
¢ Almighty has no attribute which can take fide
 with us in fuehqconﬂa& i
I have hitherto confined myf€lf to the confidera-
tion of flavery as it exifts among ourfelves, and of
that unju{’c dormnatlon Whi,dl is cxerclfed over thé
et - Africans

% JeFFERSON.
it
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Afyicans and their defcendants, who are already in
pur country.—It is with a regret and indignation
which I am unable to exprefs, that I call your ats
tention, before concluding, to the condu& of fome
among us, who, inftead of dn:mmihmg, ftrive tq
increafe the evil in queftion. While the friends of
humamty, in Europe and Amerlca,, are weeping
over thejr mjured fellow creatures, and direfting
the;r ingenuity apd their labours to the remova]
- of o difgracefyl a monument.of cruelty and ava,
rice, there are.net wanting men, who claim the
title, and enjoy the pnvﬂegcs of American citizens,
who ftill employ themfelves in the odious traffic
- of human flefh. Yes, indire& oppoﬁtlon to pub.
hc fentiment, and a law of the Jand, there are thips
fitted out, every year, in the ports of the United
§tatcs, to tranfport the inhabitants of Africa, from
their native fhores, and confign them ta 3l the tor-
ments | of Weft-India oppreffion.—Fellow citizens |
Is jpfhce afleep?  Is Humanity ‘dxﬁ;qurag_ed and
filent, on account of the many injuries the has fuf-
tained? . Werg not this the cafg, methinks the pyr-
fuit of the heafts of the foreft would be forgotten,
and fuch monflers of wickednefs would, in their
ftead, be hunted from the abodes of men. )
. Oh Arrica ! unhappy, ﬂl-fatpd reglon' how
long Ihall thy favage inhabitants have reafon to
utter complaints, and to imprecate the vengeancs
of heaven againft civilization and chriftianity? Is
' | it
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1t net enough that nature’s God has configned
;.hee to arid plains, to noxious vapours, to devourr
ing beafts of prey, and toall the fcorchmg mﬂuences _
of the torrid zone? Muft rapine and violence,
captivity and flavery, be fupera.dded to thy tor-
ments; and be infli¢ted too by men, who wear the
garb of juftice and humanity ; who boaft the prin-
ciples of . a fublime morality; and who hypocnu-
cally adopt the accents of the benevolent religion
of Jefus? Oh Arrica! thou loud proclaimer of
the rapacity, the treachery, and cruelty-of civilized
man! ‘Thoy everlafting monument of European
Pnd American difgrace! ¢ Remember not againt
‘¢ ws our offences, nor the offences of our fore-
< fathers; 3 be tender in the great day, of enquiry;
p,nd thew a chnﬁ:mn world thou canft: fuffer and
forgive!

Such, then, is thc nature and magmtudc of an
evil exifting among us, and for the diminution and
fial extinction of which, the Society which I
now addrefs was m(htutcd*—an evil which reafon,
Ju{’ace, the relmon of Chrift, and found pohcy,
with one voice condemn :—an evil, therefore,
againft which, whether we confider ourfelves as
men, as chni’uans, or as patrlots, we are bound to
unite all our force, and to difcourage by all juft
and equitable means. Commanded by fuch high
‘authority, and folicited by fo many interefting con-
fiderations, I perfuade myfelf, that my fellow citi-
. ~ zens
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zens will neither confider it an obje unwoithy of
their attention, nor be deferred by all the ¢lamours
of prejudice and of avarice, from contributing
their influence and their exertions to its fp:cdy and
everlaﬁmg abolition.

- Many have been the propofals of b,enevolcnt
men to remedy this grand evil, and to ameliorate
the condition of the injured negroes. But,
while I revere the very miftakes of thofe who have
thewn themfelves friends to human happmefs, yet
the moft of thefe propofals appear to e incum-
bered with mﬁapcrablc difficulties, and, ‘in fome
points of view, to involve greater mifchief than
the original diforder defigned to be cured. Im-
mediately to emancipate feven hundred thoufand
flaves, and-fend them forth into fociety, with afl
the ignorance, habits, and vices of their dcgraded
education about them, would probably produce
effects more unhappy than any one is able to calcut
late or conceive. Nor does the plan appear much
thore plaufible, which fome have propofed, to col-
- le&, and fend them back to the country from
whence they or their fathers have been violently
dragped ; or, to form them into a colony, in fome
retired part of our own territory. I fhall not pro-
nounce either of thefe impraticable; becaufe one
of them has been attempted by an European na-
tion, and not altogethér without fuccefs. I fhall

not fay, that fuch a removal ‘would be- lefs happy
for
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for the fubje@s-of it, than their prefent con-
dition; becaufe, in partlcular mﬁanccs, it might
prove otherwife. But, in my.view, the difficul-
ties and -objections attending fuch a plan, efpe-
cially on a large fcale, are far greater and more
numerous than many fanguine fpeculators have
fcemed to fuppofe. :

. Perhaps no method can be devnfed to dehvxr pur
country from the evil in queftion, more fafe, morg
promifing, and more eafy. of executum, than one
which has been partially adopted-in fome of the
ftates, and hitherto with all the fuccéfs that co'uld
bave been expefted.. This plan is, to, frame laws,
which will bring abput.emancipationinacrapvaL
MANNER ; which will, at the fame time, PrROVIDE
POR.THE INTELLECTUAL AND.MORAL CULTIy
vatiox of flaves, that they may be prepared to
exercife the rights, and difcharge the duties of citiy
zens, when liberty fhall be given them ; and which,
havmg thus fitted them for the ftation, will confcr
upon them, in due time, the privileges and dlgmty
of other freemen. By the operation of fuch a plan,
jt is-eafy to fee that flavery, at no great diftance of
time, would be banifhed from the United States;
the mifchiefs. attending an univerfal and immediate
emancipation would be, in a great meafure, if not
cntlrcly, prevented; and beings, who are now
gnawing the vitals,-and wa.ﬁ:ngd:eﬁrcngth of the
body pohuc, rmght be converted into wholefome

i o ‘ . and
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and ufeful members of it. Say not that they afé
unfit for the rank'of citizens, ‘and can never be'
made honeft and induftrious members of the com-!
mhunity. Say not that their ignorance and bruta?
lity muft operate as everlafting bars agginft their
being elevated to this ftation.” All juft reafoning’
abjures the flimfy pretext. Make them fteemen;

4nd they will foon be found t6 have the manners,

 the character, -and the virtues of freemen.* -
In two of our fifter States, thé important work of
which’ I am {peaking is alreddy, in 4 greaf ineafire;
htchieved: In Massac¢uuseTrs and “New:
HamrsnirE there is niot a fingle flave!  In both
they were all émancipated in‘a fingle day; and nd
inconvenience refulted from an event fo honourable
t6 hufrianity: - Noble example!” Happy triurhph
6f truth and juftice over 2 miftaken and ‘fordid
policy! When fhall a fimilat wifdom pervade the
union, and réfcué our national charatter from difs
grace? ' When {hall this TopstoNE be laid upon
ViLoo L T T T o

- .

-~ % It is easy-to foreseg that many strong prejudices, and many -
feelings not aftag ther unnatural, will oppose the exécution of
this plan.  The idéa of admitting negroes to a staté of political
and social equalitg. with the whites;even aftdd the best educatiod
hey can receive,.is.not a, very Ple‘z}a‘aqt: one 10,3 great maJ,r)‘xj;g
even of those who are warmly engaged. for their emancipation.
¥ shall not discuss the reasohablenessiof such feelings at pre-
sent. It is sufficientid say, that oiir political body is labonring

- under a most k;gq@ul,"land da{lgc(ous disease; and-that the. post

kilful physician cannot restore it to health without the exhi-

N

bition of some remedies which are more or less unpalatable.
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‘08F REPUBLICAN FABRIC, which, until thén,
huft exhibit a moft defeGive. and meonﬁ{’a:nt
appearancc ? '

‘In the purfuit of this laudable and important
obje& ‘you, miy fellow citizens-of the:Socizry.
whom I now addrefs, need no exhortations of mine
to infpire you'with zeal—ng hints from me to di~
re&t your exeftions. - Your labours have been fo
indefatigable and. fuccefsful; that I bave only:to
repeat the injunétion of holy: writ,— Be not weary
in-well doing.i To .tell this audience, that you
have no wifh to oppofe the laws of your. country,
nor. to. invade the rights of private property—To
fay, that you have ho defire to excitea fpirit of dif-
content and infolence among thofe whom the public
will, ‘however miftaken, has devoted to flavery—

To. fay, that your only :objects, as a Society;  are,
td refcue thofe who a:ﬁ wnlawfully held in bond-
- dge;’ to promote, by all juft means, fuch a gradual
manumiffion, as fhall be confiftent with-the public
good; and to cultivate a fpirit of {obriety, honefty;
and- good behaviour. among the negfoes of every
defcription—To fay that thefe are. your: only,ob<
jes, would be condefcending to obviate prejudices,
and to repel calumnies, which, as I am perfuaded
they ‘have no juft ground, are entitled to’ but
hittle: attention ;—prejudices ‘and calummes, to
whick ‘the tenoriof your proceedings, if chmmed
wxll fuqm{h an 3bundant and h,on,qun;ablc apfwex '
R B \Bu(;§
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. Bitt, amdft 4ll the oppofitian which you am
aslled to encounter, in purfuing the objeés of your
affociation, you have grounds of encouragement
and: fupport of the moft fubftantial kind. The
good cffects of your benevolent: exertions are als
ready great and extenfive, You cannot look backy
without the higbeft: pleafure, on the hundreds;
unlawfully held indarvitude, whofe chains you have
broken, and whom you have clevated, in fome
meafure, to the rank of men, You cannot con+
template, without fatisfaction, the perceptible and
bappy influence which your preceedings have bad,
-in imprefling the rude minds of the Afri¢aps,. in
general, among us; in giving them fome ideas of
the mmportance of their moral condyét; and in
leading many of them to fober and induftrious purs
fuits.~~And above all, it muft reward your paft
labours, and animate your future exertions, ta
behold a SEMINARY FOR THE EDUCATION OF
THE DRESCENDANTS OF AFRICANS, grown up
under your foftering care, to a refpetability which
promifes extenfive ufefulnefs, and which demands
the gratityde and fupport of every gaod citizen,*
: - Ga

‘# The African Schaol above referred to, was founded in
the month of November, 1787. It began with swefve scho-
lars, 8ince that time, it has been gradually improving in every

. respe&, It is under the immediate care and inspetion of 2
board of Trustees. It is provided with a Master, Usher, and
Mistress, by whom the pupils are taught Reading, Penman-
ship, Arithmetic, English Grammar, and Geography} and, in
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~{G¢ on, then, nity Friends and Colleagues, ‘with
unabating zeal. You are engaged in the caufe of
human happinefs, and, therefore, in the caufe of
God. Be not difcouraged by the magnitude of the
evil which you have affociated to encounter; nor
by the difficulties which occur in your way. The
fentiments of the wife and the good, and the fun~
damental principles of our government, mut have,
a powerful operation, and they:are both on your
fide. “ Though you cannot controul Legiflaturess
“« and though, when you plead the caufe of huma-
s nity, they will not at all times hften to you; yet
¢ there are other means in yoyr power, perhaps,
¢ even more ¢ffeCual. < You can do much by dis
< refting your efforts to the conviction of indivi~
% duals; by diffufing ‘proper publications among
“‘them; and by prefenting the evils of flavery, in

¢ yarious forms, to their minds.”*
The

addition to these, the female scholars are instruéted in Needle-
work. The number of scholars, on the first of January, 1797,
was one hundred and twenty-two; of whom sixty-three were
males, and fifty-nine females. The good behaviour, and teach~
able charafter of these scholars, have been before noticed,
This institution is supported at the annual expence of one thou-
sand dollars; and, of course, employs nearly the whole of the
funds of the Socxety The benevolent, of every descnpnon,
will readily perceive, and deeply feel the strong claim which it
presents for their support and encouragement.

* Address of the Convention of 1796, to the New-York

Society.
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" I'he tiine, T truft, is not far diftant, when there
fhall be‘no flavery to lament-—no oppreffion to op~
pofe in the United States :<~when the EmManci-
?aTING sPIRIT Of our Conftitution fhall go forth:
in  the greatnefs of her ftrength,” breaking in
pieces every chain, and trampling down every un-
juft effort of power:—when fhe . fhall - proclaim,
even to the ftranger and the fojourner, the moment.
he fets his foot upon American earth, that the
ground on which he treads is facred to L1BERTY 5
and that the air which' he breathes, nourithes
FREEMEN ONLY :—when every being, who bears
the name of MAN, whatever complexion an equa~
' toridl Sun may have ‘butnt upon him, and with
" whatever folemn injuftice his rights may have.beenr
infringed, fhall enjoy the privileges, and be raifed
to the dignity which -belong to'the human chav
raer. A

THE END.





