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Pf. CXXVI, 3.
Tﬁe Lord bath done great things for us, «wlzereqf

~ awe are glad.

TH E fubje& of this divine poem, from
, whence I have taken my text, not ob-
fcurely points us to the occafion on
which it was penned. It was the return of the
Jews, from their captivity in Babylon. This is
what is meant by ¢ the captiv 1ty of Zion,” in
the firft verfe.

IT is generally fuppofed, and with great pro-
bibility, that the prophet Ezra was its infpired
p:nmay. The firft verfe exprefies the effect this
fignal/ deliverance, of his' people, had upon
them. ¢* When the Lord turned again the

\, ¢¢ captivit
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¢ captivity of Zion, we were like men that
¢t dream.” It was fo great and unexpetted as
event, that they could not, at firft, believe it
was real. But they foon found it was real, how~
ever great: And in confequence thereof, were
filled with the moft fincere joy and gratitude to
God. “*Then was our mouth filled with
.¢¢ laughter, and our tongue with finging.”

SucH was the nature of this deliverance, that
the Heathen nations around them took notice of -
it. ¢4 Then faid they among the Heathen;
¢ the Lord hath done great things for them.”
It is no uncommon thing for our God, fo to ef-
fect the falvation of his people, as to attraét the
attention, and force the acknowledgments of
‘their enemies themfelves, But however zhe
may treat it, thofe whoare the fubje&ts of God’s
delivering goodnefs, at any time, or inany way,
ought to notice it with care, and acknowledge
his hand in it, with gratitude of heart. Thus
did the people of God of old; and thus are we
- taught to do in the words of our text. ¢ The
¢¢ Lord hath done great things for us, whereof
« we are glad.” :

.. You will readily perceive, my brethren, with
what eafe and propriety, the words of our text
apply to the defign, and the duties of this day.
They contain the very language the God of pro~
vidence
# Verfe 2.+ Verle 2, laster part.
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vidence has put into our mouths; and teach-us.

that notlce, we are to take of the dealings of hxs
gracious hand towards us.

If you will pleafe to attend, I will,

I. PoinT you to fome of the great things
our God has done for us; and for which
we have caufe to be glad this day

I1. Suew you how we ought to manifeft this
gladnefs,

1. LeT us confider fome of thofe grcat things
our God has done for us; and which it becomes
us to notice, and acknowledge this.day.

Turse ate different, according te the diffe-
rent points of view, in which we confider our~
{elves; either as the creatures of his hand:

- &8 finners, under a difpenfation of grace——or,

as the members of fociety. But to enter into a
particular confideration of each of thefe, would
be as vain, as to attempt to count the ftars in
the firmament, or number the fands on the fea
fhore. You will expeét, therefore, but a very
few of the numerous inftances, of the great

things, our God has done for us.

1. He has given us his fon Jefus Chrift, te
sedeem us from the curfc of his broken law; ‘and
open
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open the way for our return into that faveuar of
heaven, which we had loft by fin And who
that attends to the ineftimable value, of this gift
~of God; the chara&er of the perfons for whom
he was given; the nature of the werk for which
he gave him, and the rich and numerous bene-
fits, that flow to our race, from God, through
Him; but feels. the force of the apoftolic re-
mark? % Herein is love, not that we loved
¢« God, but that he loved us; and fent his forr
¢ to be the propitiation for our fins.” Surely
God has done great things for us, in this un-

{peakable gift of a Saviour. '

2. HE has opened a treaty of peace with us,
through the mediation of this his incarnate fon
He is ““ta God in Chrift, reconciling the
¢ world unto himfelf, not imputing their tref-
¢ paffes unto them.”  This treaty he is nego-~
ciating, in and by the miniftry of the gofpel;
which is therefore ftiled, ¢fThe miniftry of

* reconciliation,’”

I aAm well aware, that the miniftry of the
gofpel, however judicioufly and faithfully dif-
charged, is efteemed by many, as the Ifraelites
efteemed their mannaof old; but as a/ight thing.
They do not confider, there is not a faithful
Minifter of Chrift, whatever may be his parti-
cular denomination, or wherever he may be em-

employed,
* I John iv. 10. 4 IL Cor. v.39. } Verfe 38.
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ployed, but his giftsand graces coft the fon of
God his blood upon the crofs; or a fingle gofpel
{ermon they hear, or might hear and negle&,
but what our Lord purchafed with his expiring
groans on mount Calvary. And this is the rea-
fon, why the miniftry of the gofpel, is ranked,
by the apoftle of the gentiles, among the richeft
«of our Lord’s afcenfion gifts. *

THus it appears, God dees great things for
a country or a people, when he blefles them
with a judicious and faithful adminiftration of
his word, and ordinances; however the more
Agnorant, or profane part of mankind, may
efteem it.

3. He gives us his Holy Spirit, for the ren-
dering this word and thefe ordinances effectu-
al, for the great purpofes, for which they are
inftituted: Thus they become ““the power of
¢¢ God, and the falvation of God, to them that
“¢ believe.” Such is the ignorance and depravi-
ty of human nature, that they will be all una-
vailing, unlefs rendered fuccefsful, by this di-
wine agent.

HencE we hear the evangelical prophet com-
plaining, <4 Who hath believed our report, and
¢ to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?” .

And it is worthy of our notice, that our Lord
himfelf,

B Can Pl . O c.' en mmenn 4 TOAiy «
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himfelf, was far from being fo fuccefsful in his
miniftry, as might have been expected, feeing,
¢ he taught as man never taught.” Multitudes
who heard him, not only continued unbelieving;
but blafphemed him and his do&rine. This
was, no doubt, wifely ordered, for the fupport
of his faithful minifters, inevery age; who 1o0r
reafons, worthy of God, tho’ not known to us,
labour fo much in vain.

BuT this ferves to illuftrate, the neceflity of
the operations of the fpirit of grace, for render-
ing the ordinances of the gofpel fuccefsful ; and
at ¢he fame time highly illuftrates, what great
things God has done for us, by appointing him
to this important office.

4. Gob does great things for his people,
when his Epirit applies the redemption of Chrif,
to their precious fouls——Then it is their fins
are pardoned, and they receive a title to the in-
heritance of the faints in light. Then it is,
they become < # the children of God by faith
* in Chrift Jefus.” 'Then it is, they are re-
newed in the fpirit of their minds; and that
good work begun in them, that fhall be per-
fe@ed to the day of the Lord Jefus. . “-+ Hap-
¢ py is that people, that is in fuch a cafe; yea
L] Etppyis that people, whofe God is the Lord.”

.Bu§ ,.

m o~y et L 5 OFf oo o
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Bu it is time I fhould proceed to obferve,

'Gop has done great things for us, if we con-
fider ourfelves, as members of fociety. This is
one of the moft interefting points of view, in
which man can be confidered. And a point of
view, in which much is required of us, and
much is done for us: This is the point of view,,
in which the Pfalmift principally confiders him=
felf, and the church of Ifrael, when he exclaims
exulting in the text, <“The Lord hath dehe
« great things for us, whereof we are glad.”
And this is the point of view, in which we are
efpecially to confider ourfelves this day. And
were we to take a particular furvey of what God
has done for us, as members of fociety, we fhould
be led to confider the many bleflings fpiritual,
and temporal, we enjoy, either as the church
of God; or as citizens of the State.  But this
would be a fubject too copious for our time.

T suarL call your attention, therefore, to
thofe things only, which our God has done for
us, AS A PEOPLE STRUGGLING FOR OUR IN=-
ESTIMABLE PRIVILEDGES. This beft accords
to the defign of the day. L

Awp it may be truly faid, the Lord has done
great things for us, in this point of view; whe-
ther we confider the ends, he has accomplii_{hcgl

- B ’ . or -
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for us; or the means, by which ﬁc has gccom-
plithed them. ' I ‘

. 1. Let us briefly confider the ends, the grear
#nds, God has accomplithed for us He has
-gracioufly and fully defeated the defigns, the
Court of Britain had formed to deprive us of our
liberties. ‘They had-laid their plans with fuch
-art, as to deceive the nation into favourable fen-
timents of their meafures; and thus led them to
zid in the accomplithment of their purpofes.
T need not here repeat the meafures purfued by
them, for this end. They are too recent to be
forgotten by us.

Tur warding off this blow, was all we firft
thought of. The redrefs of thofe grievances,
avhich their unconftitutional a¢ts of Parliament
- lJaid upon us, was the only objet we had firg
in view., And O! with what joy and gratitude
of heart, would we have received this at their
hands, any time before’ the beginning of the
fummer, 1776. -

- BurT this is not all heaven has done for us!
He has broken our connexion with that people,
long practifed in the arts of venality, and grown
~0ld in fcenes of corruption. He has fully de-
‘livered us from all their unjuft claims, and fu-
.ture practices upon us; and given us a Elacc
among the kingdoms of the world. We dcave,
unaer
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under the aufpices of his holy providence, rifen
into exiffance as a people, and taken our flation
among the nations, and the empires of the earth!
An event of fuch magnitude, that it forms a
new @ra in the hiftory of mankind. And we
have nothing todo now, butwifely improve this
event, to render it a fruitful fource of happinéfs
to ourfelves, - and millions yet unborn.

LitTLE did we think of fuch an event as
this, when we began the ﬁrugglc for our in-
vaded priviledges. The growing injuftice of
the Britith Admxmﬁratxon, their accumulated
injuries, opened it upon us, and forced us into
the meafure, as the only alternative to fave our
opprefled land. It was this, or the moft abjett
flavery! A dread alternative, indeed, at which
every bofom, at firft, beat terror; but which
an Allgoverning Ptovndcncc has wifely over-
ruled for our falvation! Surely our God has done -
great thmgs for us!

Bu this will appear ftill more clear,  if,

2. WE attend to fome of the r'wa)'u', the mea}z.r,
in and by which, God has eﬁc&ed thefe great
things for us. :

BUT where -fhall I begm, or Where Ihall I
end here? The fub_]c& is fo capious, that I can
. : -but
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but barely glance at the few following particu-

TnE early and juft alarm our country took,
at the meafures purfued by the Britifh court to-
wards us, ftrongly points us te the watchful
care of a kind Prov1dence over us.

THE unanimity in o oﬁng thefe meafures,

that prevailed among the then colonies, and
among all ranks and degrees of their refpeGtive
inhabitants, with a very few exceptions indeed,
1s another remarkable difplay, of the lundnefs
of heavcn towards us..

Itis truc, both thefe were the native cﬂ'cé'ts_
qf the unconcealed defigns of the court of Bri-
tain upon our liberties, and the manifeft injuftice
of their claims, But, this ftrongly marks the
hand of heaven;  that they fhould be left to act

a part {o undifguifed and impolitic, and there-
fore {o calculated to alarm, when they could
have effetted their purpofes with unfpeakably
more eafe; with lefs expence, and witha moral

certainty of fuccefs, without giving any alarm
at all, unlefs it had been to the fagacious few.
And, as if the avowal of their defigns was not
fufficient to alarm and unite us, they did not
hefitate to enforce thefe claims, by all the ter-
rors of the fword. Thus we were called to re-
fiftance, and obliged to refiftance, by the prin-

. clples
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ciples of felf-prefervation, that firft law of na<
ture. Their violence awakened thofe fears, and
armed thofe refentments, that their artifice could
pot reach. - Heaven.defigned our emancipation,
and therefore left them to act the part, beft cal-
culated to effe it, ‘

~ Acaix, theappointment of propermen, by
the then feveral colonies, to meet in Congrefs,
to confult refpe@ing the general interefts and
defence of the whole, was a meafure of the
higheft importance. And the grudcncc and
firmnefs of the meafures purfued by them, ex~
hibit the fulleft evidence of the wifdom of that
auguft body, and the kindnefs of providence in
directing them thereto.

THE military ardour, in defence.of our pri-
viledges, that infpired all ranks, from the one
end of the continent to the other, deferves our
- careful notice here. Into what but the hand of
heaven, can we refolve that military enthufiafm,
- that feized our country, apd {pread like aroll--
ing flame from colony to colony? Bofom.
catching fire from bofom, and thus pouring forth
an army, fufficient to make a moft refpetable
ftand againft the enemy, (for fo we muft now
call them, through the remaining part of the
war) wherever they came forth againft us. In
¢vidence of this, you will pleafe to recollect the
manlyv refiftance they met with, at Lexiﬁgton,

. o where
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where: the firft American blood was fhed in the
controverfy, April-19th, 1{7 §——The well
fought battle of Bunker Hill, fo fatal to the
Britith troops, on the 17th of June following
And the confining their whole army, with-
in the town of Bofton and it's environs, for near
a year from this time, by a fet of raw undifci-
plined men; till they were obliged to fteal away,
with precipitation and fhame.

THE northern expedition, “in the fall of- this
fame year, under the brave General Montgome-
ry——the. taking St. Johns, Chamblee, and
Montreal in a word, the overruning the
whole province of Canada, and laying fiege to
the city of Quebec * itfelf, by this new raifed ar-
my, exhibit another lively difplay of this mili-
tiry ardour. - T

Arrow me to add, for the event is memor-
able, of the fame kind is the gallant and fuccefs- .
ful defence of fort Moultrie, on Sullivan’s ifland,
in South-Carolina, in the month of June, the
following year.- By this event, truly glorious
to the American troops that defended it, and
‘equally reproachful to the Britith forces that
attacked that unfinithed fortrefs, the town of
Charleftown, and thus the whole State of South-

' Carolina,

® At this fiege fell greatly and defervedly lamented the gallant
Montgomery, his Aid-de-Camp, Major John Macpherfon, a
oft amiable and accomplifhed young Gendeman, and the brave
Captiiz Checlman, of this city. :
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'Carollna, were {aved from falling into the ene-
my’s hands. Had that Southern expedition fuc-
«ceeded againft us, that year, you will eafily per-
ceive the baleful influence it muft have had up-
on our affairs, at that early period of the war.

.Tue providing a proper perfon to take the
command of the American army, is none of the
lealt of the difplays of the goodnefs of God to
. us, in this ftruggle. How judicious, how
heaven-directed the choice of Congrefs in this
matter! You all know ‘the illuftrious Wasu-
INGTON was the man, on whom their una-
nimous choice fell : The man, whom heaven
had raifed up, for the great bufinefs of leading
our armies, and faving his country: The man,
in whom all the States, and all ranks in thefe
States have fo happily, and fo juftly repofed the
moft entire confidence. But the intereft had
by -this great maa, in the efteern and the confi-
dence “of thofe he commanded, through the
courfe of the war, both Americans and foreign-
ers, illuftrates in a fignal manner, the goodnefs
of God to our country, in raifing him to this
elevated ftation; and at the fame time illuftrates
his great perfonal merit Buat above all, the
event demonftrates both thefe.

Tz kindnefs of heaven alfo in providing of-
‘ficers of an inferior rank, to command our ar-
rmcs, in one dcpartmcnt and another, deferves
‘our grateful notice We have had officers of

different”
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different ranks, who have highly metited of
their country, during the courfe of this fevere

and eventful war; and who ftand juftly entitled
to their gratitude and their remembrance. *

BuT this army, thus colle¢d and thus com-
manded, had neither arms, ammunition or mi-
litary fkill, tooppofe the formidable enemy that
came forth againft us.. But how confpicuous
the_hand of heaven, in providing us with all
thefe, frora time to time! '

THE contempt with which our enemies treata
ed us, in the beginning of this ftruggle, led
them into a fyftem of condu@, ruinous to them-
felves, and at th: fame time greatly advantageous
tous; in all thefe feveral points of view. There
are two things that deferve our notice upon this
head——Their making their firft attack upon
the Eaftern colonies (for fo they were at thdt
time) inftead of the Southern; and particularly
their attacking the well-peopled, and brave pro-
vince of Maflachufetts Bay. Had: they gone;
with equal numbers, againft any of the three
Southern colonies, at that time; the events that
-afterwards took place, in the courfe of the war,
thew with what eafe they would have pofiefled

themfelves

* The early and allive part, which that illuftrious young noble+
man, the Marquis de la Fayctte, took in our caufe; and the emi..
nent fervices he has rendered us, both with his court and nation,
aAn:‘ in the field, juftly entitle him to the warmeft gratitude of every
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- themfelves of them: and at leaft prevented their
Jjoining in the general union, and thus prevented
their emancipation To this I may add, the
{mallnefs of the army they at firft fent out againft

us.

THEY thought a few thoufand men would
effect their purpofe, which gave us leifure, after
the commencement of hoftilities; to prepare in
all the above refpeéts, for oppofing and defeat-
ing them. They themfelves contributed, not
alittle, during this period, to teach us the art of
war. And after we had taught them to fear us,
and they had, in confequence of this fear, aug-
mented their numbers to more than a fufficien-
cy tocrufb us; their pufillanimous caution, was,
in the hand of heaven, no fmall mean of our
falvation. . Witnefs their condué during the
fummer and fall of 1776. :

THis fyltem of pufillanimity, among many
other inftances that campaign, was thamefully
confpicuous, in their fuffering the retreat of our
army, not half their number, from Long-Ifland,
two nights after the battle, of the 27th of Au-
guft, that year. And while the fecrecy and ex-

dition, with which this retreat was conduct-
ed, do the higheft honour to the military talents
of our great Commander, and his brave Of-
ficers; it's fuccefs, and the fignal interpofitions
of providence that contributed thereto, exhibit
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d moft lively difplay of the guardianthip of heas
ven over us, and our Liberties. _
' ' WHo

. 1 This fetreat was determined upon In 4 cotincil of war, in the
afternoon of the day before it took place, and the more effectually
to cover the defign from the army themfelves, and the enemy, in
cafe of information by deferters; the militia, then on the ifland,
were ordered over immédiately, asif to provide them with fhelter,
in the city, from the heavy rains then falling, as they had no - tents,
The embarkation of the troops was committed to Major-General
M¢Dougall, then a Brigadler, who was upon the fpot, at Brooklyn-
terry; at€ight o’clock, the hour fixed upon for the commencement
of thils iihprtaiit moveriefit 3 biit, to his great mortification, he
tound the militia had not yet embarked: The getting them over
protracted the time till betweeh ten and eleven d'clock. In the
mean time, about nine o'clock; or a little after, the tide of ebb
made, and the wind blew ftrohg at north-eaft ; which adding to
the rapidity of the tide, rendered it impéflible to effeét the retreat;
in the cougfe of the night, with the number of row boats they could
command ; and the ftate of the wind and tidé, put it out of their
waer to make any ufe of their fail-boats. The Brigadier fent Co-
on#} Grafon, one of the commander in chiefs’ aids, who attended
him on that occafion, to report to his Excellency their embarraffed
fitdation ; and gave it as hisopinion, that the retreat was impraéi-
cable that night. The Colonel returned fhortly after, not being
able to find the commander in chief} on which the Brigadier went
"bn with the embarkation under all thefe difcouragements. But
about eleven @'cloek the wind died away, and fooh after fprung up
at fouth-weft, and blew frefh, which rendered the fail boats of ufe;
and at the fame time rendered the paflage from the ifland to the city

dire&, eafy and expeditious : by this ieans the whol¢ army, nine

thoufand in number, with all the field artillery, and fuch heavy
ordnance as was_of moft value, were got over fafe, by day-light,

except the covering party ¢ and not long after the day broke, a hea-

vy fog rofe, and hovering ovet the heights of Brooklyne; concealed
this party from the notice of the enemy, fotwithftanding their vici-
%iity to our works; by which means ‘they alfo effeted their retreat
withoitt intefruption: - _ )

Had it not been for this providential fhifting of the wind, not

more than half the army could poffibly have got over, and the re..

mainder, with a number of the general ofhicers, and all the hea
ordnance at leaft, muft inevitably have fallen into the enemy’#
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Who that refle@ts upon the dark fcenes thro'
which we pafled, from the period now hefore
us, till the glorious battle of Trenton, Decem-
ber 26th following? (and dark indeed they were)
'Who that confiders the awful poife, in which
the fate of America then hung? Deftruction
awaiting us on every fide! Apd at the fame time
confiders the complicated difficulties and hazards
that attended that well-timed enterprize; with
it’s fignal fuccefs and extenfive confequences,
can help exclaiming in the language of our text,
¢¢ The Lord hath done great thmgs for us.”

THINK alfg, my brethrep, of the ma&cr]

movement of our great General, and hijs lxttlc
army, from the v1c1mt‘y of Trenton, a few njghts
after; by which he efcaped the fangs of a great-
ly fuperlor, and enraged enemy. This grand
‘military manceuvre, and the fuccefsful b: ttle of
Princeton, next morning, which fpread fuch
difmay among the enemy; delivered the whole
of Weft-Jerfey from their ravages, and drove
them back, with precipitation and’ terror, to
the banks of the Rariton; to which they werg
confined, till they were obhged, to abandoq the
State, *

THE

* T need not inform thefe who are acquamted with the ground
occupied by our army, when this movement was determined upon,
how perilous their fituation. To all human appearance, they muit
haw%ecn compleatly taken, or cut to pieces before noon, next
glay, had it not been ¢ffeted  Which leads me tomcrition ; provi-

ence
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Tre American army by a variety of cafualties,
during two cam‘paigns',' being now reduced to a
fhadow. - The raifing a new army; the making
the neceffary provifion for the feeding, cloathing
and paying them; the keeping them together in
the face of countlefs difficulties, with which
both country and army had to ftruggle; the un-
exampled patience and perfeverance of this pa-
triot band, under every hardfhip, arifing from
cold and hunger, poverty, nakednefs and ne-
gle&, And, above all, their aftonithing fuccefs,
from time to time; aided indeed by the brave
militia of the country, ever ready when called
upon, {o clearly point us to the finger of God,
that it would be unpardonable ftupidity not to
notice it, and the bafeft ingratitude not to ac-
knowledge M, ‘

THINK

dence that contributed to its accomplifhment, that deferyes our no-
tice. ‘The weather had been very moift for fome days, which ren-
dered the ground fo foft, and the roads. and fields they had to pafs,
fo deep, that they were fcarcely paffable for the field-pieces, and
- other carriages neceflarily attendant upon the army, wlich muft
have rendered their "mari:;; extremely ificult, and flow, if at all
pradticable, But the weather cleared up in the evening, became
very cold, and froze fo feverely, that the ground became fufficient-
ly hard before the hour fixed upon, to'bear both men, and carriages,
without the leaft inconveniency : And this gave a plaufible pretext
for that line of fires, the commander in chief caixfccf to be kindled,
{oon after dark, in the front'of hisarmy ; the true defign of which
was, to conceal himand his movements from the potice of the ene-
my; and induce them to believe he was ftill there, wiiting for them
till morning. For this purpofe, the men appointed to the bufinefs,
kept the fires in full blaze, till break of day : And both thefe im.’
- partant ends were fylly anfwered by the ftratagem. e
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Tuink alfo this day, of the battle of Bens .
nington, in the month of Auguft 17775 the firft
dawn of profperity upon our affayrs, in that
quarter——and of the gallant and fuccefsful de-
fence of fort Schuyler; Think of the capture

. of General Burgoyne and his whole army, in the
month of Odober, that fame year——And, the
confining the Britifh army within Philadelphia,
during t;gheir pofleflion of that city; potwith-
ftandjng their great fuperjority to our army, in
point of numbers, and their great advantages
over them, in every other refpect; fave only in
the goodnefs of their eanfe, and thejr military
virtwe, ‘Think alfo of their evacuation of that
city, unable to hold it full nine months, after
all ‘their jmmenfe expence of treafure and
labour, and their no {fmall lofs of blood in tak-
ing it.* And of the battle of Monmouth,
ten days after, by which they were driven back
with difgrace, into this city. And ¢¢hath not
¢¢ the Lord done great things for us?”

" I micuT here mention the evacuation of
Rhode-Ifland, in the month of O&ober 1779;
by which they abandpned the conqueft of the
Eaftern States, as hopelefs, at the end of four.
years and fix months, I}aruitlctfs toil for this pur-
pofe——And the fevere repulfe they met with,
in their defcent upon the eaftern parts of New-.
o Jerfey,

% Philadelphia was taken September 27th, 1777, and evacuated
June 18th, 1778.
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Jerfey, in the fummer of 1780 ; principally by
the brave militia of that State. But our time
does not admit of recounting all the various in-
ftances of fuccefs, with which Proyidence was
pleafed to blefs our-arms, during this fevere
confli&t; nor even of enumerating- all his kind
interpofitions in our favour, '

- I may¥ not, however, omit the Providential
dif'covery of that infernal plot, laid by the bafeft
of traitors, for the delivering our ftrong holds,
on the Hudfon’s river, into the hands of the
enemy, in the month of September that year,
This difcovery was {o feafonable, and even cri-
tical ; and theevils from which our country was
hereby faved, were fa many and fo great, that
we may truly fay, ¢ The Lord hath done great
¢ things for us,” " |
Bu it is time we thould pafs to the Southern
States; whofe deliverance out of the hands of
our enemies, when fo fully poffefled by them,
illuftrates, ina ftriking manner, the great things
our God has done for us, Here the American
army, and the gallant militia of that country,
exibited the moft aftonithing examplcs of pa-
tience, perfeverance and fortitude, And their
fuccefs, was the reward of their fignal military
virtue. Recolle@® here the battle of King’s
Mountain, September 1780; where Providence
began to fmile upon our arms in that quart}c:r—-‘. _
) “The
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"The memorable victory of Morgan over Tarleton,
at the Cowpens, January 17th, 1781; and his re<
markable efcape, with his prifeners, from the
purfuing vengeance of Lord Cornwallis and his
whole army *—=—Recolle@ too the well-fought
battles of Guilfofd Court-houfe, and the Ewtaw-
Springs——with the delivery of the enemy’s
ftrong poﬁs, in thofe States, into our hands,
the one after the other, until the States themfelves
were totally and finally refcued from their domi~
‘nation.  Can you review thefe {cenes, to day,
and not acknowledge, with gratitude of heart,
that < The Lord hath done great things for us.™

But one of the moit fignal difplays of the -
great things our God did for us, in that quar-
ter, isyet unnoticed.  You willeafily underftand
me as alluding to the capture of Lord Cornwal«
Yis, and his ariny, in the month of O&ober,

: 1781.

* Immediately aftet the battle was over, Genetal Morgan, with-
out lofs of time, fet out for North-Carolina and Virginia, with his
prifoners, to the number of five hundred ; apprehenfive that Lord
Cornwallis, who lay with hisarmy at no great diftance, would at-
tempt a refcue.  In this he was not miftaken. His Lordthip, with-
out delay, deftroyed his heavy baggage, and purfued the flecing
viGtor. And beihg able to march with greater expedition than
Morgan, encummbered with fo many prifoners, gained upon him.

- Morgan croffed the Cawtaba, if I am rightly informed, the evening
of the fecond day; he pafled it however without difficulty, and en-
gamped on the north fide of the river. A few hours after i\is Lord-
fhip came to the river, and found it fo fwelled with rains that had
fallen.in the mountains, though they had none there, that he could
riot pafs it. And being detained two days, notwithftanding all his
efforts to get over, (reneral Morgan, in the mean time, efcaped
with his prifoners out of his reach.” ™
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1781. 'Thete Were fo many events the taking
‘place of which, and the combination of which,
were neceflary to the accomplithment of this
end ; and thefe events fo entirely dependent
upon Providence, fo wholly out of the reach of
human wifdom to dire&t, or of human power
to effe@ or combine, that the hand of the Lord
‘was eminently confpicuous in them. Shall I
mention the following without enlarging? Lord
Cornwallis’s taking poft at Yorkand Gloucefter,
the moft favourable pofition in all that country
for befieging him, fo as to fecure him from
efcaping—The feafonable arrival of the French
fleet, commanded by the brave Count de Grafle,
fo as to prevent his Lordfhip’s efcape, by fea;
when he muft have difcovered he was the ob-
je&t of our illuftrious commander’s movements.
—The defeat of the Britith fleet, on the fifth of
September, off the mouth: of the Chefapeake,
when they attempted to throw in fuccours to
his Lordfhip’s relief, or, it may be, take him
off—The remarkably opportune arrival of the
Count de Barras's . fquadron, from Rhode-
Ifland, after having been in the utmoft danger
of falling in with the Britith fleet, and be-
coming a prey to their fuperior force. This
gave the fleet of our allies {o decided a fuperi-
ority over the enemy, as to cut off all hope of
relief from them—And laftly, the fafe arrival
of General Wathington, with the allied army
under hiscommand, aftera march of five hun-

- dred
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dred miles, in that hot feafon of the year, at th#
Yery junéture it was proper to commence theit
offenfive operations. The entire harmony that
fubfifted in the allied army, notwithftanding
their difference in language and manners, and
what is more; their difference in religion; and
their former national prejudices, isanevent that
alfo deferves our notice ; efpecially confidering
the influence it muft have had; on the glorious
ifflue of the campdign. And what was it our
God did for us, by all this? He hereby dzliver-
ed into our hands an army of feven thoufand,
two hundred and forty-feven chofett troops, the
flower of the Britith army in America ; dndun=
der the comnmnd of the moftenterprizing gene-
ral they had upon the centinent, with a large
train of artillery and 2ll their military flores.

A~D what renders this Providence the more
temarkable is, that it was the ferond Britifh ar-
my God delivered into our hinds, during the
wart; an inftarce fcarcely to be paralleled in
hiftory; that two whole afinies, with all their
military apparatds, fhould HBe thus compleatly
taken in the courfe of four years. Thus it was
God taught our enemies, that America was not
to be conquered by the power of the fword: And
hath not the Lord done great things for us?

IT has been frequently remarked, and with
great juftice, that the goodn=fs of Ged,in thegreat
things he has done for us, has been, not a lit-

tle enhznced, by the feaforiable manner in whicht



[ 26 ]

he has often interpofed in our behalf. When
our affairs have worn the darkeft afpe, then it
was God has appeared for our relief. ¢ In the
mount of the Lord it has been often feen.”
Witnefs the winter of 1776, juft before the
memorable and critical battle of Trenton, alrea-
dy mentioned—the fummer of 1777, juft after
the lofs of Ticonderoga and its dependencies—
and the winter of 1777, when Heaven provid-
ed the feafonable and powerful alliance with
France, in our favour.

IT alfo deferves our notice, that the means
on which our enemies placed the higheft de-
pendence, for accomplifhing their purpofes, had
all moft uniformly the direétly contrary effect.
This was remarkably the cafe refpecting the
cruclties exercifed upon us, from time to time,
in wantorly burning our towns; laying wafte
fome of our richeft frontier fettlements, by the
favages of the wildernefs ; murdering our citi-
zens ; burning and otherwife deftroying fo ma- -
ny of our churches, and the like.f They de-

figned -

1 Itis much to be lamented, that the troops of a nation that has
been confidered as one of the bulwarks of the reformation, fhould
at as if they had waged war with the God whom chriftians adore,
They have, in the courfc of this war, utterly deftroyed more than
fifty places of public worfhip, in thefe ftates. Moft of thefe they
burnt, others they leveled with the ground, and in fome places left
not a veftige of their former fituation ; while they have wantonly
defaced, or rather deftroyed otlicrs, by converting them into bar-
racks, jails, hofpitals, riding fchools, &c. Bofton, Newport, Phi-
jadelphia and Charleftown, all furnithed melancholy -initances of
LN firrian  and ahafe of the houfes of God : And of the ninc-
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figned and expeted by all thefe to break our
{pirits, and terrify us into {fubmiffion, but their
never failing effe@t was, to roufe and animate

the country into a mere vigo:ous and determin-
. d oppofition.

_ Tuese addrefles to our fears, as if we were
capable of no more generous pinciple of action ;
this treatment of us as flaves, excited our in-
dignation and our contempt, as well as our re- -
fentments : Our indignation at the infult here-
by offered us; and our contempt of the men,
who fhewed. fuch ignorance of human nature,
in its prefent ftate of improvement. They
hereby taught us their utter incapacity to go-
vern us, both in point of wifdom and virtue;
for all this was no doubt done by crder of their
rulers: And thus they taught us too, the ne-.
ceflity of maintaining our independence, or per-
rithing in the ftruggle.

I have

teen places of public worfhip in this city, when th= war began, thers
were but nine fit for ufe, when the Britifh troops left it. It is true,
Trinity church, and the old Lutheran, were cﬁ'ﬂroycd by the firc,
that laid wafte fo great a part of the city, a few nights afier the ene..
my took poffefiion of it ; and theretore they are not charged with
defigredly burning them, though they were the occafion of it, for theve
can be no doubt, after all that malice has faid to the contrary; but
the fire was occafioned by the carclefsnefs of their people, and they
prevented its more {peedy cxtinguithment, But the ruinous fitua-
tion in which they left two of the Low Dutch reformed churches,
the three Prefbyterian churches, the French Proteftant church, tic
Anabaptift church, and- the friends new mceting-houfe, was the
effe& of defign, and ftrorgly marks their enmity to thofe focietics.
It will coft many thoufands of pounds fterling to put them in the
‘repair they were, when the war commenced.,; They were all ne

- 4 aildings, and fome of them elegant, .
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I uave only to remark farther here, that.
the fuccefies of our enemies, have, in more in-
ftances than one, proved the very fnares, in
which they have been afterwards taken. Of
this their taking Ticonderoga, in July, 1777,
juft noticed; and their boafted viory at Guil-
!tord Court-houfe, North- Carolina, March 15,
1781, are illuftrioys inftances.

Aca1N, the formation and completion of
“that focial’ compact among thefe States, which
is ulually filed the Confederation, is ‘another
inftance “of the great things our God has done
for us. This is that which gives us a natson-
al exiffance and characier. Previous -to this
\ great'event, we had np permanent union among
{Nourfelves ; nor were we confidered by the other
powers of the earth, as a people, a hation, di-
ftint from that from which we had fo lately
feparated. By this event, the-Thirteen United
States, though fo different in fituation, cuftoms,
mangqers, and, in many refpects local mtcrc{’cs*
bscame oNE PeopPrE. Their interefts, how-
ever different, are hereby united and confoli~
dated into one common intereff; and they ftand
jointly and feverally ‘pledged to each other, for
the united defence of the refpedtive rights of
every diftin@ ftate, and the common rights and
privileges of the whole body. And this teaches
us, by the way, the facred obligations each
ftate is under, and every individual in each ftate
to fupportand frengthen this feederal bond, and

. tow
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to give it energy and efficacy, to the utmoft oﬁ
his power. Our ALL, under Provxdcncc, de-
Pcnds upon this.

Oxce more, God’s' raifing us up fuch pow-,
erful friends, among the nations of the earth,
who have fo generoufly efpoufed our -caufe, is
another inftance of the great things he hath done
for us, during the late war. I need not remind
you here, how unable we were, in every point
of view, to contend with the mighty nation,
that had made war upon us. But fo had the
God of Providence ordered matters, in the courfe
of events, that it was the decided intereft of the
great nation, who firft took us by the hand, and
indeed of all the maritime powers of Europe, to
favour our caufe. Thcy, it is true, acted upon
the principles of human pthy, but that God,
whofe kingdom rules pver all, was hereby ac-
complifhing his own great and gragious purpo-
fes, rclpc&mg ‘thefe States,

AnoTHER inftance of the chvme goodnefs to
us, and which we may not pafs unnoticed, is,
hxs providing us in this State with fo goed a
Conftitution, for the fecuring our ineftimable
rights and priviledges. 1 do not fay it has not
its 1mperfe8cxo;19, like all human inftitutions ;
but it 1s, upon the whole, equalled by few, and
furpafled by none of the conflitutions of the
Sifter States, in wifdom, juftice 2nd found po-
licy.  The rights of conicience,s both'in faith
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and worthip, are fully fecured to every denomi«
nation of Chriftians. No one denomination in
the State, or in any of the States, have it in
their power to opprefs another. They all ftand
wvpon the fame common level, in point of reli-
gious priviledges. Nor is this confined to Chri-
ftians only. The Jews alfo, which is their un-
doubted right, have the liberty of worfhipping
God in that way, they think .moft acceptable
to him. No man is excluded from the rights

~of citizenfhip, on account of his religious pro~
feflion. Nor ought he to be.

WHAT great things has the God of Providence
done for our race! By the revolution we this
day celebrate, he has provided an affylum for the
oppreffed, in all the nations of the earth, what-
ever may be the nature of the oppreffion. And
that, while he is hereby accomplithing thofe
great things, that are opening the way for the
more general {pread of the gofpel, in its purity
and power; and in due time, the univerfal efta-
‘blifhment of the Meffiah’s kingdom, in all its
benign efficacy on the hearts and lives of men.
Interefting events that lie before us, in the grand
fyftem of Pravidence! How glorious the pro-
fpe@s which thefe {cenes open upon human na-
ture! But our time forbids the purfuing them!

LasTry, God has done great things for us,
by that bonorable, and I may add, glorous peace,
by which he has terminated: the late unnaturat
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war. In whatever point of view we confider
-this event, it is all as important as we now re-
prefent it. - It has clofed a truly tragic {cene in
our country. It has fecured to us 2/ we have
ever claimed or contended for, in any ftage of
the war——Tbe fulleft poffeffion of abfolute fove-
« reignty, independent of the crown, and people of
Britain; or any other power upon earth. We
are hereby put in poffeflion of a moft extenfive,
-and fertile territory, abounding with every ar-
ticle, neceffary for the fupport or conveniency
of its inhabitants; and a territory, that furnifhes
the richeft plenty of materials, for every kind
of the mechanic arts; and all the various articles
neceflary for the moft extended commerce, with
all the nations of the earth. ' .

. 'THE exhaufted ffate in which this great cvent
.found our country; and the fborz time in which
.God has effected all this for us, not a little en-
hance the mercy. Not quite eight years; if we
compute the time, from the firft commence-
ment of hoftilities, between Britain and us, to
tthe ratifying of the provifional treaty. This is
a lefs time than that, in which the States of
* Holland, in their glorious ftruggle with Spain,
dared fo much as lay claim to independence.
There is not an inftance in hiftory, within my
-recollettion, of fo great 4 revolution, being ef-
fe@ed in fo thort a time, and with fo little lofs
of
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'5f lwcs aftd property, as that, in which we this
day rejoice. :

It is true, it has coft us both blood and trea-
fure; but if you confider the magiitude of ihe
object for which we have been contending; the
tinequal terms on which we commcnced ands
purfued the conteft; and its glorious ifues,
now fully fecured to us’ by the definitive treaty,
thefe are lefs; much’ lefs, than we had a right
to expet.

THERE 'is one circumftance; that has had no
fmall influence on the {peedy accomplifhment of
this happy event, that muit not be omitted: I
mean the impoverifhed ftate of Britain, as g na+
tion, notwithftanding her great refources, and
the princely wealth of many of her fubjelts.
Her national debt had grown to fo enormous a
height, that all the revenues of the kingdomy
though improved by the higheft arts of finan-
cing, are fcarcely equal to the difcharge of the
annual intereft, and the charges of collecting
them. Had it not been for this enormous, and
this accumulating debt; which fhook their na-
tional credit, they would not have fo reidily
liftened to terms of pacification with us; much
lefs would they have given us the advantaocoue
and honorable terms we have obtained.

Tuus that God wnofe kingdom rules over
: «11,
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all, has been laying the foundation of this new
Empire; ever fince the days of the illuftrious
William the IlId. for it was in his reign, the
foundation of this ruinous debt was laid; and
laid by the friends of liberty in that day.

. AND now, my brethren, putall thefe things
together; and may Wwe not fay, with the greateft
propriety,—¢¢ The Lord hath done great things
tor us, whereof we are glad ?”

WiicH leads me to

II. Suiw you héw we ought to manifeft
this gladnefs of heart, forall thefe great things
our God has done for us. Andhere we muft
neceflarily be very brief. N
- 1. By acareful notice of them~—Not to no-
tice thefe interefting events, and efpecially not
to mark the hand of the Lord in them, would
be both ftupidity and ingratitude. They ad-
drefs us in thefoliowing language of infpiration;
¢ The Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice; let
¢ the multitude of the ifles be glad thereof.
¢ Clouds and darknefs are round about him;
$¢ Righteoufnefs and judgment are the habita-
¢ tation of his.throne.””* This is one of the moft
inftru@ive ways, by which the Lord Jehovah
is teaching us his being and perfe@ions, his cha=
racter and government. '

. : E 2. By
* Pf. XCVL, 1. 2.
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2. By recounting them before God, with
joy and gratitude of heart—This was the fre-
quent and inftructive practice of the infpired
Pfalmift, refpecting the deliverance of the peo- -
ple of Ifrael out of Egypt, and their peaceful
fettlement in the land of Canaan. You have re-
_peated inftances of this, in the Book of Pfalms.
The Song of Mofes at the Red Sea, is another
inftance of the fame kind: And 'this leads me
to remark the propriety of fetting apart particu-«
lar times and feafons, for this important bufinefs.
The Chriftiar’s fetting apart feafons for it in
private, and thus making it a part of the devo-
tions of the clofet. And it is admirably calcu-
Tated, to raife and promote a fpirit of truly Chri-
ftian devotion. And communities fetting apart
particular days,. on praper occaftons, for this

fame purpofe: - Of this kind is the day we now
‘celebrate. They are tokens of national gratitude,
and no improper way of exprefling it.

3- By pfalms and fongs of praife to Ged, for
all thefe great things—The exprefling our gra«
titude to God for his goodnefs, by fongs of praile,
is a natural and an apcient cuftom, that has the
fan@ion of divine authority, It was this gave
rife to many of thofe divine poems, called the
Pfalms of David. That from which we have
taken our text, is an inftance of this kind, with
many others. This too is the divine command,
* Is any merry, let him fing pfalms.”*

* James V. 13. 4. B):'
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4. By teftifying a benevolent and kind difpo-
fition, one towards another: The divine be-.
neficence, in all the great things he has done for
us, is defigned and calculated to form us, to a
fimilar temper and condu&, towardsour brethren
of the hyman race, Many of them indeed may
be unworthy of it; butyou will pleafe to recol-
le&, that our unworthinefs does not preclude us
from the beneficence of Heaven; otherwife he
“had not effected this glorious revolution for us.
This is, in no inftance, the rule of his conduct
towards us; neither ought we to make it the rule
of our condu& towards our fellow creatures, in
the duty before us, -

You fhould efpecially beware of indulging a
{pirit of refentment and revenge, on this occa-
fion. Trye greatnefs of mind guards us againft
this evil. The decifion of unerring wifdom and
truth is, “ He that is flow to anger, is better
¢ than the mighty; and he that ruleth his fpi-
¢ rit, than he that taketh a city,”* Nor can
any thing be more oppofed to that benevolence,
which the religion of Jefus fo ftrongly breathes,
fo warmly enjoins, and with which it never fails
to infpire its genuine votarjes, -

TH1s benevolence ought, in an efpecial man-
ner, to manifeft itfelf with refpect to thofe reli~
gious diftinctions, that unavojdably take place

- : smong

* Prov. XVI, 32,
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among the difciples of our common Lerd, in
the prefent ftate of imperfeGion———It is not to
be expetted, that we fhould all be united in gpi-
nion; and it is beft, for the more general exer-
cife and improvement of the Chriftian temper,
that we fhquld not; but we may be all united
in affection, = And this is what I moft devoutly
recommend, And where we canpot agree to
agree, let us agree to differ, Love is the pecu-
liar chara&eriftic of the religion of Jefus, Hark !
in what affetiponate language our Lord himfelf
addrefles us on this fubje&, ‘A new command-
“ ment | give unto you, that ye love ane ano-
- <¢ ther; as I have loved you, that ye alfo love
¢ one another. By this fhall all men know
¢¢ that ye are my di‘fciples, if ye love one ano-
¢ ther,’¥

But I may not difmifs this improvement of"
the great things aur God has done for us, with-
out reminding you of the cafe of thofe deferving
citizens, who have loft their ALy, by this ftrug-
gle, fome in one way and fome in another; and
that, with many of them, while they have been
hazarding their lives, in the high places of the
field, in the defence of their ¢country. To which
I may add, the more pitious cafe of thofe, who
have become widows and fatherlefs, by this great
conteft. My heart bleeds for them. Could the
tears of fympathy fqpply their wants, or repair
' ' ‘ their

¥ John XIII, 34. 35,
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their loffes, it thould foon be done. I moft af-
fectionately recommend them to the notice, and
the friendthip of their more opulent fellow ci-
tizens, and theattention of the public; notupon
the fcore of charity, but of juftice. Can no
plans be fallen upon, for employing fuch deferv-
ing members of the community, which is the
beft method of providing for them? And can
luxury and diffipation, thofe aukward vices in
our prefent fituation, (to give them the fofteft
name) can they {pare nothing for the fupply of
the more indigent among them? The approach-
ing winter enforces the duty before us, with an
energy that language fails to exprefs.

5. WE ought carefully to manifeft our joy in
God, and gratitude to him, on .this occafion,
by a wife improvement of the great things he
has done for us———He has, by the revolution
we this day celebrate, putall the bleflings of li-
berty, civil ‘and religious, within our reach.
Perhaps there never was a nation, that had the
fair opportunity of becoming the happieft peoplg:
aupon earth, that we now have, But mifery, aﬁ
well as happingfs, lies before us, (and both in
the extreme) unlefs the prefent ftate of things is
wifely improved by us, They are both at our
option. And Heaven and earth are looking with
.eager expeation, to fee which we fhall choofe.
The eyes of thofe Minifters of Providence, the
angels of God, who have fo often aided ;.:.s in
thus
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this glorious ftruggle, for liberty; the eyes of
the nations of the earth, and particularly the
eyes of all Europe, are upon thefe States, tofce
what ufe they will make of the great things God
has done for ys, How dignified, how intereft-
ing the fituation! But however folemn and in-
terefting, the path is plain before us. Wouyld
you reap the fruits of your toils, your loffes and
your blood; 4t s iﬂdg]j&ez{/hbly necg[lzr] that the
feederal union of thefe States be cemented and
ftrengthened——that the honor of the Great
Council of the nation be fupported, and its falu-
tary meafures carried into execution, with una-
nimity and difpatch, without regard to partial’
. views, or loca] interefts that the credit of
- this new empire be eftablithed,on the principles
“of the ftri¢teft juftice——and its faith maintain-
\id facred and inviolable, in whatever way, orto

Wwhatever defcription of perfons it has been
ledged, or may at any time be pledged. Alas!
that its glory has fuffered fo much already, by
the failure of our currency, Let us carefully
repair this wafte of honor, if we €annot repair
the wafte of property, by the moft facred adhe-
_yence to our engagements, in all future time,
Among the virtues neceflary to be attended to
- for the accomplithment of thefe great ends, in-
;Auftry and ftugality are of the highcﬁ moment.*

It

* The following extra® from my _ﬁ'r[l fermon, after the evacuas
tlen of the city, by the Britifh troops, I take the liberty to annex,
' 3
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It is of the laft importance too, that yoir
tnake the eonftitution and laws of our countty,
the great rule of your politieal and civil conduét.
Be pleafed to remember here, that the govern-
ment to which I recommend your reverence and
obedience;:is a government of yout own fram-
ing; and a government for which we have fought
and bled; and, bleffed be God; have fought
and bled with fuccefs——And that the Magi~
ftrates by whom this government is adminifter-
" ed, are the men of your own choice, the Magi-
ftrates of your own appointing: Thus it becomes
both your duty and your intereft, to ftrengthen
the hands of government, and it§ minifters, as
the {ure path to national happinefs in all future
time. '

-

VAND

#s not improper M this pla¢e.e—t¢ Thius it appars we have

¥ been deeper and longer in fthe furnace of afli®ion, tham our bre<

« thren and fifters in the &ther States of the union; we fhould.

* therefore tome forth more refined by our trials. This witl be
¢ juftly expeéted of us by ottt God ard by our country.

“ [ particularly befeech you to beware of that ptide and vani:
¢ ty, that difipation and ldxury, that fo fobn difgraced moft of
* the eities and towhs in the neighbourkig States, on their de-
¢ liverance from the hands of. th¢ commoti enemy. Thefe arc
o gvils at all times difpleaktng in the fight of a holy God ; buf
¢+ efpecially fo when under his correéting hafid, or rejoicing in his
& delivering goodnefs. Théy will in our cafe and fituation, be an
 offencé againtt all the laws of found policy, as well as true rcli-
¥ gion—— Lt patrioti{m aid piety thercfore unite their eforts, in
*°guarding you againft thefe deftruftive evils, and engaging you
% in the practice of the contrary and important-virtues of humility
* and temperange, induftry and econcmy.” ’ :
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AND would you know the influence this liné
of conduét will have upon your reputation, as a
people, recollet the ever memorapie 25th of
November, (the laft month) ths diy when the
deliverance of thefe States was compleated, by
the evacuation of this city. The order; deco-
rum and dignity, with which the change of go-
verninent was introduced on that happy day, and
which have ever fince reigned in our city, do the
higheft henor te our caufe; our citizens, and
our army. They have attraéted the notice, ex-
cited the admiration, and forced the acknowledg-
ments of our encmies themfelves, in—favour of
our virtue, and regard to order and good govern-
ment; while they will greatly enhanee the plea-
fure and efteem of every friend of therevolution,
throughout the unioh.

6. Axp laftly, Godcalls s o teftify our joy
in him, and gratitude to him, by lives devoted
to his fear and fervice=~——This is the moft ac-
ceptable mariner, in which we can exprefs our
thankfulnefs te God for any favor fpiritual or
temporal. One of the great ends, for which he
pours his goodnefs upon us, in fuch rich plenty
and variety, is to lead us to repentance; for qur
manifold tranfgreffions againft him. Every in-~
ftance of his beneficence, is a cord of love thrown
over our fouls, ‘to allure us to himfelf. To gffer
praife te God, to glorify him, and to order our

' converfation
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&on‘ver_'ﬁatmz aright, are ufed by the Holy Spirit
himfelf, as phrafes of thie fame import, in the
following Words, ¢ Whofo offereth praife, glo-
«¢ rifieth me, and to him that ordereth his con-_

“ verfation aright, will I thew the falvation of
‘} G Od n*

You wﬂl pleafe to remember farther, that the
virtue I recommend; both political and moral,
is effential to the prefervatxon of the’ dear-earned
priviledges, in which we rejoice this day. This
is efpécially the cafe ina democratic government;
and the more democratic the government, the
more neceflary: Prevailing vice will affuredly
fap the foundation of our priviledges. fooner of
later ; nor is any great length of time neceffary
for this fatal purpofe:

- I oni¥ add, once more, that the fons of pro-
fanenefs cannot now fin at the cheap rate; in point
of crimirality, they were wont to do. Your
guilt is greater, in your negle® of God, and
contempt of his fon Chrift; in your profane curf-
ing and {wearing; your drunkenefs, reveling and
uncleannefs your fabbath-breaking, gaming and
difhonefty in dealing; ina word, in your every
* {pecies of impicty, than in years paft; in pro-
portion to the great things God has done for us,
as a people: I befeech you then, my dear bre-
thren, by all thefe mercies of God, in addition
F te

*Pf. L. 23. ‘ '



[ 42 1

to 2l the grace of the gofpel of his fan Chrift,
that you break off your fins by repentance, an
ﬁudy to walk before him, as it becometh thofe,
for whom the Lord hath done fuch great things.
Which may God of his infinite mercy grent,
you may be enabled to do, for Jefus fakc, Amen
and Amen.

1S



