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PREFACE.

Ir had long been the cherished wish of Dr. Alex-
ander to prepare a volume on Homiletics, for the use
of young’ministers and students ; and with this object
in view, he was in the habit of jotting down in his
private journals, in the form of paragraphs, such
thoughts as occurred to him on the subject. In one
of his later journals I find the following entry: “If
the Lord should spare me below, it will be well for
me some day to look over all my dailies, and collect
what I have written from time to time on Ministerial
Work. It is already enough for a volume. It might
do good whemI am gone.” But death defeated his
plans.

To carry out his purpose as far as it is now possi-
ble, I have collected these paragraphs, and print them
just as they occur in his journals, without any at-
tempt to arrange them in the order of subjects. I
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have also added to them several articles on the same
subject, contributed by him to the Princeton Review,
and a serics of letters to young ministers, published
in the Presbyterian, thus giving to the public in a
permanent form all that he has written upon these
important topics. In addition to these I have intro-
duced some paragraphs on miscellaneous subjects from
the same journals, most of them bearing upon minis-
terial life and experience. Although deeply sensible
of the inadequacy of this work to convey fully the ma-
tured experience of the author, I am not prepared to
withhold its publication ; believing that incomplete
as it is, it may yet be of advantage to ull who are
looking forward to the sacred office.

In such a collection there must necessarily be
some repetition of thoughts, and some opinions which
were afterwards modified by the author; but I have
concluded to give the whole as it stands, rather than at-
tempt an elimination which might weaken rather than
give strength to the subject. |

S.D. A.
Nzw Yorg, November, 1860.
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HOMILETICAL PARAGRAPHS.

FROM THE AUTHOR’S PRIVATE JOURKNALS.

§ 1. Formalism of Sermons.—Without flattering
myself with the notion that I was ever eloquent, I
am persuaded that the most effective discourses I
ever delivered, were those for which I had made the
least regular preparation. I wish I could make ser-
mons as if I had never heard or read how they are
made by other people. The formalism of regular
divisions and applications is deadly. And as to
written sermons, what is written with weariness is
heard with weariness.

§ 2. Avoid Abstractions.—If you would keep up
attention, avoid abstractions in your sermons, except
those of mere argument. Come down from generals
to specifications, and especially to individual cases.
Whenever possible, give name and place, and inter-

1
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sperse anecdote. By this means the Puritans, even
when they were prolix, were vivacious. They subsi-
dized every event of Old Testament history, and
talked of David and of Judas, instead of royalty and
treason.

§ 8. Memoriter Discourse—When Pompey the
Great was going from the vessel to be murdered, he
spent his time in the little Egyptian boat, in reading
a little book in which he had written a Greek ora-
tion, which he intended to speak to Ptolemy. Vol.
13, p. 257.

§ 4. Suggested by my Last Sermon.—Unless a
sermon is amazingly long, onc must not write an
analysis, or brief, of many members. You will find
that on each you have hardly more than a couple of
pages, in which short space you cannot get a-going
on any of the topics.

Again: There is a greater force and condensation
in the rapid first draughts which I write as a basis,
than in the sermons which I make on them: why ¢
Becausc in writing the second time I try to expand
each of the points. How shall the weakness conse-
quent on this be avoided? By writing a rapid,
warm, percussive, cordial dasis, at a glow—and then
doing little more than to put this into shape ; turning
the hints into propositions.



HOMILETICAL PARAGRAPHS. 3

§ 5. Diction.—The great fastidiousness of the House
of Commons is often mentioned, but it is nothing to
that of the Greek Demos. The standard which Aris-
totle assumes, and which was evidently that of the
times, was so severe as to exclude from oratory every
thing in the diction which betrayed the slightest
artifice. Read particularly on this subject what is -
written, Chap. 2, Book iii. of the Rhet., especially
§ 10. .

The third chapter of the third book, about Frigid
diction, is capital. The four sources of the Frigid are
flowing perpetually among our Americans. He
speaks admirably of the tendency to make prose run
into poetry.

§ 6. Reading the Scriptures—To-day I took up
my Greek Testament, and, as I walked about the
floor, read the 2d Epistle to Timothy, pausing in
thought on certain striking places. I saw many new
excellencies—had some new rays of light—and was
more than ever convinced of the excellency of this
way of Scripture study. Especially when, after a
number of rapid perusals, one goes over the ground
with more and more ease every timc.

§ 7. On Composing Sermons.— Notes on Con-
versations with J. A. A.—My father says a man
should not begin with making a plan. Should not
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wait until he is in the vein. Begin, however you feel ;
and write until you get into the vein—however long
it be. ’Tis thus men do in mining. You may throw
away all the beginnings. Men who write with ease
think best pen in hand. This applies to sermons, and
also to books. It might be well to write a sermon
currente calamo, and then begin again and write
afresh (not copying, or even looking at the other,
but), using all the lights struck out in the former
exercise.

§ 8. Preaching.—The sermon I have last writ-
ten, on Gen. 49, 4, is the least evangelical I ever
made ; yet this did not once enter into my head until
I had finished. Lct me learn to be careful how I
censure others.  Further, let me learn the importance
of making @/l my written scrmons discussions of some
important point of doctrine. The times necd this,
and my mind needs it, both in regard of theological
knowledge and ratiocinative discipline. Treat doc-
trines practically, and experience argumentatively.
Avoid technicalities, avoid heaping up of texts, like
stones without mortar.

§ 9. Dwell on Good Thoughts.—Very important.
This seems something more than what is hackneyed.
Think it out. If it occur in reading, pause, raise your
eyes from the book, and follow it out. Thoughts which
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come up first are naturally trite. This is especially so
of illustration. If onec occurs, pursue it, follow it into
the particular parts of the resemblance. If a mecta-
phor or similitude, carry it forth in all its lesser rescm-
blances. If it seem hackneyed, take some analogous
one—take several. All these processes of thought
will be useful at some other time, for our good trains
of thought are scldom entirely lost. No man could
ever speak extempore, if every thing he said was lite-
rally the fruit of the moment. No; in many instances
by some association, a whole train of thoughts which
had been forgotten for years will be brought up.

§ 10. On Sermon-writing. (Concio ad meipsum.y—
The last Lord’s day of the year has arrived, and, on
reviewing your labours, you must feel that you have
not stirred up the gift that is in you. Your talent,
qualiscunque 8it, has been too much laid up in the
napkin. Especially in the matter of writing you
have been delinquent.  Many things you have written,
and even printed ; but few sermons. You have be-
stowed your time and labour on secondary and inferior
things. One thing is needful.

You have been favoured by Providence with a de-
gree of acceptance as a writer which you had not
dared to expeet, and for which you cannot be too
thankful ; but the same little attractions might have
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been cast around the great things of the kingdom.
Consider these hints.

1. If your life be spared, you will never sce a
time in which, better than now, you can lay up a store
of sermons. KEyesight, manual dexterity, memory,
and vivacity must necessarily be on the wane.

2. Consider in what manner you have produced
those things which have gained a little popularity.
They have all been written currente calamo ; especial-
ly those which have most life in them were so writ-
ten. Not so most of your sermons. Turn over a new
leaf. Do not lay out new plans too carefully. Write
while you are warm. Do not be avaricious of your
best thoughts, nor reserve warm ideas for the last.
This is like flooding the stomach of guests with soups,
before dinner. Much of Jay’s excellence arises from
this. Try your father's recommendation of writing
with great rapidity what first occurs to you. This
you may methodize afterwards.

3. You study much of the Scriptures, and some-
times warm over the sacred page. Avail yourself of
these moments, and let your discoveries and sugges-
tions flow into the channel of a sermon.

4. Be willing to write even part of a scrmon. Per-
haps you will do the whole. If not, remember how
few of these fragments have ever been lost to you ; is
there one, the time spent on which you regret



HOMILETICAL PARAGRAPHS. 7

5. You have prayed to have your tastes, feelings,
and pursuits more concentrated on divine things ; and,
for a short time past, you have felt as if this grace
had in some degree been granted to you. Cherish
this feeling, and make it available towards pulpit
exercises.

6. God has granted you better health. Be tenderly
thankful for such a benefit, and keep your harness
always bright, that you may be ready as soon as God
shall cause the trumpet to sound, to go out into the
regular ranks.

7. You have a text-book. Uscit. Spend more time
onit. Collect your scattered fragments. Mortify that
procrastination which keeps so many plans in pello.

§ 11. Offhand Writing.-—If I have cver written any
thing acceptably, it has been with a free pen, and from
the full heart ; not from compiled stores, though I have
done much of the latter also. One who has preached
in so many fields, and exactly surveyed so few, had
well confine himself to this sort of offhand and dis-
cursive composition. What is the reason that, having
plainly shown a turn for a lively, superficial, easy kind
of chat, enlivened by a few out-of-the-way stories,
&e., &c., I have never perpetrated any thing like a
book of this kind, save the two books for the working-
folks, which were mere strung beads? And why have



8 THOUGHTS ON PREACHING.

I, contrary to my natural turn, always preached in
the commonplace humdrum manner, instead of giving
free vent to the things that come into my head? I
have been gathering long enough ; it is time for me
to write more, and to write something which may at-
tract attention to the things of God, and do good to
people who will not read heavy, learned books. Ihave
penned a great deal, but mostly under some constraint,
which has pent me up and hampered me. It is high
time that I followed nature, and let out the stream
without constraint. Sometimes I have written for
children, and this was of course a great restraint ; at
other times for newspapers, where I had to be very.
short, or very careful not to offend ; and in the case
of the Sunday-School Journal, for which I have done
a good deal, I have had to avoid every thing secta-
rian. When I wrote for the Review, which pieces
have been most laboured, I have nccessarily tied my-
sclf up to the formal paces demanded in such affairs.
And as I said, my sermons have never got clear of the
formality with which I unfortunately began to write.
I am conscious of a great desire to use my poor, and
almost single talent of writing for the people, in some
way which may recommend religion more than I have
ever done yet.

§ 12. Larnest Preaching.—I have been reading an
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article on the Elogquence of the Pulpit in the Mon-
tauban “ Revue Theologique ” for the present month,
written by Adolphe Monod. It is one of the best
things I ever read on the subject. He makes elocu-
tion to depend on the inward conception and fecling.
The work must begin from within.

The great reason why we have so little good
preaching is that we have so little piety. To be elo-
quent one must be in earnest; he must not only act
as if he were in earnest, or try to be in earnest, but
be in earnest, or he cannot be effective.

‘We have loud and vehement, we have smooth and
graceful, we have splendid and claborate preaching,
but very little that is earnest. One man who so
feels for the souls of his hearers as to be ready to
weep over them—will assuredly make himself felt.
This is what makes effective ; he really feels
what he says. This made Cookman eloquent. This
especially was the charm of Summerfield, above all
men I ever heard. We must aim therefore at high
degrees of warmth in our religious exercises, if we
would produce an impression upon the public mind.
Two or three such preachers in our Old School Church

as is, would make themselves felt throughout
the country. Oh! that we had them! Oh! that
those we had were inspired with greater zeal !
Without any increase of our numbers, the very
1*
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men we now have, if actuated with burning zeal
for God, might work a mighty reformation in our
country.

§ 13. Ncw Sermons.—Philip Henry used to love
to preach sermons which were ¢ newly studied.”
It is a crying sin of mine that I am so ready to go to
my old store. Even when I preach to the blacks, I
ought, for my own sake, no less than for theirs, to
prepare a plan, and study it out. If I daily had on
hand some sermon on an important passage, I should
be daily learning more Scripture and more theology.

§ 14. Great Subjects—Again I am impressed
with what I have already mentioned in this book,
viz., the importance of choosing great subjects for ser-
mons ; such as Creation, the Deluge, the Atonement,
the Last Things. This is the more important consid-
ering that I preach only occasionally, and write
seldom.* These discourses ought to be highly elabo-
rated. I have no sermons such as I ought to preach,
and such as I think I have preached extempore.
Humphrey’s remarks on easy engraving have given
me new thoughts on easy writing. I have often in-
tended to write out a discourse which I have preached
with some sense of doing better than commeon ; but
as far as I remember, I have never yet done it.

* He was at this time Professor in the College of New Jersey.
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§ 15. Themes for Preaching—They should be
great themes—the great themes. These are many.
Evil of dwelling on the smaller themes. They are
such as move the feelings. The great questions which
have agitated the world—which agitate our own
bosoms—which we should like to have settled before
we die—which we should ask an Apostle about if he
were here. These are to general Scripture truth,
what great mountains are in Geography. Some, anx-
ious to avoid hackneyed topics, omit the greatest.
Just as if we should describe Switzerland and omit
the Alps.

Some ministers preach twenty years, and yet
never preach on Judgment, Hell, the Crucifixion, the
essence of Saving Faith—nor on those great themes
which in all ages affect children, and affect the com-
mon mind, such as the Deluge, the sacrifice intended,
of Isaac, the death of Absalom, the parable of Laz-
arus. The Methodists constantly pick out these strik-
ing themes, and herein they gain a just advantage
over us.

A man should begin early to grapple with great
subjects. An athleta (2 Tim. 2, 5) gains might only
by great exertions. So that a man does not over-
strain his powers, the more he wrestles the better,
but he must wrestle, and not merely take a great
subject, and dream over it or play with it.
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Evil of secking new and recondite subjects. All
the great subjects are old and often treated. False
refinement and wire-drawing. Analogy of the great
sculptors and painters. Many took the same themes.
Greek tragedians. No two men will treat the same
subject alike, unless they borrow from one another.

§ 16. Sermon-writing—As I consider sermoniz-
ing a great art, and one of the chief employments of
a minister, I think it good from time to time, to set
down the results of my experience ; though I have a
painful consciousness of my own want of proficiency.

In the early part of my ministry there were two
methods of preparation, which I highly valued, both
of which I now reject.

1. It was my manner to take some doctrinal head,
such as Justification, and carefully to read the best
authors on it, such as Calvin, Witsius, Markius,
Dwight, making notes as I went along, and then en-
deavouring, when I wrote, to introduce the best
things I could remember from these authors. I had
not then learned, that the only way to profit from
such authors, is to let their matter digest in the mind,
and then to write freely, with a total forgetfulness of
them. Only in this way, does it become our own.
Only in this way does it take a natural method, and
have a natural liveliness. It is difficult to reject the
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things remembered, and the effort at recollection is
itself an incumbrance. I would advise a preacher, in
preparation, to take no notes. Iwould advise him to
take no schedule of arrangement from another. If
one thinks at all for himself, his train of thoughts will
be his own, and this will suggest its own arrange-
ment. There is something unreasonable in setting
out with a preadjusted method. It is to attempt a
classification, before we have that which is to be
classified. It produces a stiffness, hardness, and want
of continuity, which are great faults. The truc way
is, be full of the subject, and then write with perfect
freedom, beginning at any corner of the subject.

2. Another method which I pursued, was to
choose a text, and then having written out in full all
the parallel passages, to classify them, and found my
divisions on this classification. Then to correct all
these passages, interwcaving them with my own re-
marks. I flattered myself that this was a happy
method, because it made my sermon scriptural. It
did so indeed, but it had great disadvantages. The
nerus between the texts was factitious ; often refined
and recondite ; and always more obvious to the
writer than it could be to the reader. It prevented
the flow of thought in a natural channel. It was like
a number of lakes connected by artificial canals, a3
compared with a flowing natural stream. The dis-
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course was disjointed, and overladen with texts, and
uninteresting. I am convinced that those passages of
Scripture which suggest themselves unsought, in
rapid writing or speaking, are the most effective;
nay, that one such is worth a hundred lugged in collo
obtorto. 'To be Scriptural in preaching, we must be
familiar with the Bible at common times.” Hence
one of the great advantages of preaching without
notes, even in regard to method. Such is the sympa-
thy between soul and soul, that a connection of
thoughts which is easy, agreeable, and awakening
to the hearer, will always be found to be that which
has been natural and unconstrained, in the mind of
the preacher. The best way is, to study the parallel
places exegetically, perhaps as they lie in the Scrip-
ture, and then to let them come in or not, as they
may suggest themselves during preparation.

§ 17. The Power of the Pulpit.—I fear none of
us apprehend as we ought to do the value of the
preacher’s office. Our young men do not gird them-
selves for it with the spirit of those who are on the
cve of a great conflict ; nor do they prepare as those
who are to lay their hands upon the springs of the
mightiest passions, and stir up to their depths the
ocean of human feelings. Where this estimate of the
work prevails, men even of inferior training accom-
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plish much ; such as Summerfield, and even —.
The pulpit will still remain the grand means of affect-
ing the mass of men. It is God’s own method, and
he will honour it. The work done by Wesley and by
Whitefield, and by Christmas Evans in Wales, could
not have been accomplished by any other human
agency—the press, for instance. In every age, great
reformers have been great preachers ; and even in the
corrupt Roman Church, the most wonderful effects
have been produced by preaching. Bourdaloue and
Massillon were successively brought to Paris from the
Provinces ; and when the former, late in life, most
pathetically entreated that he might go into retire-
ment, and at first was gratified, his Jesuit superiors
used means with the Pope to have him restored to the
metropolis.

To be a great preacher a man must be nothing
else. The daily exercises of Demosthenes and Cicero
may give us a hint of the devotion which is necessary.
The analogy of all other arts and sciences may in-
struct. There are among us preachers who may be
considered good, and in a certain sense great ones,
who spend their principal strength during the week
upon other pursuits. They write essays, systems,
and commentaries. It may be observed of them all,
that however useful they may be, these arc not the
men who move and warm and melt and mould the
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public masses. Indeed, I think,to be a great preach-
er, a man must lay his account to forego that reputa-
tion which comes from erudition and literature. The
channel must be narrowed, that the stream may flow
in a rapid current, and fall with mighty impression.
Even the learning of the schools must undergo a great
process of transmutation and assimilation, before it is
suitable to be produced in the pulpit. Great is the
difference, though little apprehended, between a the-
ological dissertation and a sermon, on the same subject.
The crude matter falls heavily upon the popular ear.
Only the last exquisite results of mental action are
proper for public address. Not that the truth of doc-
trine is to be neglected ; this is the very substance of
all good sermons, and of every sentence of them, even
in their most impassioned parts ; but it must have un-
dergone a great change in the mind of the preacher,
and present itself in a more popular form, with more
of colour of imagination and warmth of passion, be-
fore it can reach the deep places of the heart with due
cffect.

The power of the preacher is not to be attained by
rhetorical studies. These have their place, but it is an
inferior and subsidiary one; and the result of undue
attention to them is beautiful debility and cold polish.
Let the imbecile elegancies of Blair be an everlasting
beacon to the student of homiletics. It has been ob-

4
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gerved, that the age of elegant criticism follows that
of poetry and eloquence. It would seem that the
creative and critical spirit cannot coexist. The scruple
and hesitation of rhetorical criticism are deadly foes
to passion, the truc source of effective discourse. To
be powerful in pulpit address, the preacher must be
full to overflowing of his theme, affected in due mea-
sure by every truth he handles, and in full view, dur-
ing all his preparation and all his discourse, of the
minds which he is to reach.

§ 18. Self-repetition in Preaching.—It has been
often observed, that preachers who rely on their ex-
temporancous powers, are very apt to fall into a great
sameness. They repeat the same thoughts and the
same trains of thought, and at length almost the same
sermons : and this they do without being conscious of
it. The same thing occurs to them which happens
to some story-tellers: who remember the anccdote
perfectly, but forget that they have told it before.
Mere writing is not a certain preventive of this evil,
but it has an excellent tendency to prevent it; as in-
suring an excellent amount of fresh study, and by
keeping the mind, for longer periods and with greater
deliberation, in view of the truth.

The evil is so disastrous, that there should be a
constant effort to avoid it. Without this struggle, the
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preacher, on arriving at certain topics, which are fa-
miliar, will, by the simple influence of association,
hitch into the old rut, and treat them exactly as he
has treated them before. We observe this in extem-
poraneous prayers, which with some good men become
as stereotyped as if they had been committed to mem-
ory: as, indeed, though unconsciously, they have
been. We observe the same thing in that part of
sermons, on which least of new meditation has been
bestowed, namely, the conclusion. This accounts for
the familiar fact, that some very fluent extempora-
neous preachers are quite popular abroad, while at
home, among their own flocks, they have lost all
power, and seem to the people to be preaching the
same discourse over and over.

The only remedy for this evil is the obvious one
of devoting the mind to the origination of new trains
of thought, which may vary, complete, or supersede
the old ones. There may be superficial reflection and
even superficial writing ; but the meditation which is
intended must go deeply into thorough investigation,
and follow out the thoughts into new relations. It
must be the habit of the preacher to be continually
opening new veins, and deeply considering subjects
allicd to those on which he is to preach. This habit
is greatly aided by judicious reading on theological
topics. A man will be as his books. But of all
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means, none is so effectual as the perpetual study of
the Scriptures. Let a man be interested in them day
and night, continually labouring in this mine, and,
whether he write or not, he will be effectually secured
against self-repetition. There is such profundity,
comprehensiveness and variety in the Word of God,
that it is a library of itself. There is such a freshness
in its 1node of presenting truth, that he who is perpet-
ually conversant with it can scarcely be dull.

The liveliest preachers are those who are most fa-
miliar with the Bible, without note or comment ; and
we frequently find them among men who have had no
education better than that of the common school. It
was this which gave such animation to the vivid books
and discourses of the Puritans. As there is no poetry
so rich and bold as that of the Bible, so he who daily
makes this his study, will even on human principles
be awakened, and acquire a striking manner of con-
veying his thoughts. The sacred books are full of
fact, example, and illustration, which with cop}ousness
and variety will cluster around the truths which the
man of God derives from the same source. One
preacher gives us naked heads of theology ; they are
true, Scriptural, and important, but they are uninter-
esting, especially when reiterated for the thousandth
time in the same naked manner. Another gives us
the same truths, but cach of them brings in its train
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a retinue of Scriptural example, history, a figure by
way of illustration ; and a variety hence arises which
is perpetually becoming richer as the preacher goes
more deeply into the mine of Seripture. There are
some great preachers who, like Whitefield, do not ap-
pear to bestow great labour on the preparation of
particular discourses; but it may be observed, that
these are always persons whose life is a study of the
Word. Each sermon is an outflowing from a foun-
tain which is constantly full. The Bible is, after all,
the one book of the preacher. He who is most famil-
iar with it, will become most like it ; and this in re-
spect to every one of its wonderful qualities ; and will
bring forth from his treasury things new and old.

§ 19. Seripture Citation in Preaching.—Do not
cite many Scripture references in your notes. You
often find them less available than those which occur
inter loqguendum. The best way of preparing for
prompt quotation, is to be daily conversant with
Scripture, and to commit large portions to memory.
I regret more than I can express, my neglect of this
in former years. The next best way, and a means of
getting the facility just mentioned, is, in preparing
for a given performance, to rcad attentively and with
meditation all the pertinent Scriptures, committing as
many as possible to memory, but not referring them
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to particular places, or determining to use this or that
without fail ; it is enough to imbue the mind with
them, and leave the use of any or all to be prompted
by the impulse of the moment. The best effect of
many Scripture texts on a sermon is often that which
does not lead to a dircct rehearsal of them. They
suggest new thoughts and illustrations, and afford the
very best preventive of that sameness and routine,
into which most extempore preachers fall. The ten-
dency in all, is to be contented with a narrow stock
of texts. Take almost any extemporaneous preacher,
whom you hear often, and observe how seldom he
quotes a new text, one which you have not heard him
quote before. How many noble incidents in the Old
Testament history, touching emblems in the Levitical
ritual, and poctic strains of the Prophets, are never
introduced into the pulpit! All which commends
the daily interested study of the Bible.

§ 20. Uninvited Trains of Thought. — The
thoughts which come to us unasked, and the trains
which float in the twilight of our careless hours, are
often those which are most precious, longest remem-
bered, and most deep in their influence on future life.
They are sometimes the result of long studies pursued
at irregular intervals during previous years, the dis-
tillation from many gathered flowers, and therefore
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they cannot be looked for as daily visitations. As
they will not come for being called, so they will not
stay for being courted. And when they give the first
intimations of their approach, we should lay aside
lesser employments and joys ; as we open our windows
when the fragrance of orchards is wafted on the breeze.
Yet there is a posture of soul, better fitted than all
others for the reception of these revelations; and
there are pursuits and habits so alien to them as to
be almost prohibitions.

‘We mast not look for them in the crowd of mam-
mon-mongers, or amidst the clangour of political
array, or the mining drudgery of technmical study.
They steal over us rather when we close the eye at
nightfall, listening to the drowsy music of the .
autumnal insect-tribe ; when we walk alone in the
sight of mountains, or on the sea-shore; or when we
kneel before the open Bible, and meditate on the
oriental usages of inspiration. Enthusiasts of various
sects have taken these goodly visions for direct reve-
lations of new truths : and mystics have deemed them-
selves inspired. But they are, after all, only higher
manifestations of the Reason which is common to us
all. We deny not that a Divine agent is sometimes
at work, but the operation follows the laws of our
rational humanity, and conforms itself to the condi-
tions of all influence from above upon free creatures.
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The mind though elevated is not overborne. The
free-thinking principle is the same as before, though
raised to a loftier point of observation. God, who
speaks in this silence, speaks by the word which was
recorded hundreds of years ago; and though chapter
or verse or textual phrase may not always be recog-
nized, the truths which ring in the ear are echoes
from Sinai or from Zion. That word of the Lord
which abideth forever, has an infinite variety in its
combinations and suggestions. It is a well whose
sources are hidden in infinite wisdom, and whose
flow is fresh and abundant and sparkling to everlast-
ing periods.

We place ourselves in the way of such favoured
contemplations, when we linger long and often over
the holy pages, and imbue our thoughts with the
lessons of Apostles and Prophets. To be inspired
like them, we may not pray for, in this world, but
we may catch a kindred glow from their heavenly
rapture, sympathize with their affections, carry out
the trains which they have begun, harmonize the
scattered propositions which they have announced,
and live over again in our experience the divine
happiness of their sanctification. Though our circum-
stances may be unlike theirs, in the proportion in
which the new world is unlike the old, our faith and
love may be essentially the same, and may at some
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favoured moments realize to us glories of religious
awe or fruition, which after many years of Scriptural
study, shall still be new and unwonted. It is thus
that Christian experience is a book, of which the
page we are turning over to-day, is unlike all that
have filled the volume before.

To gain these results, a man must in some degree
live apart. He must leave the beaten track, and
converse less with earth than heaven. There are
meditations which the common talk and worldly
reading of our busy day do not prompt and cannot
represent. They are beyond the scope of science,
and unwhispered in the halls of letters, and the galle-
ries of art. But as little should we scek them in the
cell of the ascetic. True love and true humility,
which are the nurses of such a progeny, are closely
connected with familiar converse with our kind.
Best thoughts are those which spring up under the
shower of tears that falls over the ills of distressed
fellow-creatures. Jesus Christ is still present by his
Spirit where broken hearts are to be bound up. The
house of mourning and the house of prayer are the
places where the heart is.made better.

§ 21. Preaching, Remarks struck out in Talk
with J. A. A.—1. Almost all extemporaneous
preachers have this fault; they talk about the way
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in which they are preaching—Thus: « After a few
preliminary remarks, I shall proceed to,” &ec.; or,
“ What I lay down shall take the form of general
principles.” I come with hesitation,” &e. “I shall
be more brief on this point.” “You will observe
that in this discussion I do so and so.” Avoid all
such observations.—More generally still, avoid all
that brings the speaker’s personality before the hearer.
A better model than our honoured father, in this,
there could not be.

2. Whenever I write down heads, from which to
preach extempore, I always find myself disappointed,
by not having as much to say under each as I thought.
But whenever I premeditate a subject and take my
pen to write on it, I always find myself disappointed
in a way exactly opposite.

3. Addison says truly, there is' this difference be-
tween him and me. I am more warm and ornate
when I do not write; he, when he does.

4. As men who strut in walking, sometimes find
it difficult to get out of it, and step in the ordinary
way, 80 in writing men get into a measured, rhyth-
mical, ornamental flow of diction, and find it hard,
even when the subject demands it, to come down to
the pedestrian style. Hence a great argument for
simplicity. 'What a wonderful simplicity in Goethe !
It is his characteristic in regard to style. Even Vol-

2
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taire, simple as his structure of sentence always lies,
has a mannerism: so has Macaulay. The reader
comes to look for a certain pungent apodosis. In
Goethe, nothing leads you to expect any particular
bringing up of the period, or antithesis of the thought.

§ 22. Overhaul Sermons.—It strikes me as a
great neglect that I have scarcely ever looked over
my pulpit MSS. except when I was going to preach.
There is much work to be done in this field at other
times.

§ 23. On Writing down One’s Thoughts—I mean
such writing as I put in this book.

1. Writing does good to one’s thinking.

2. It has the same effect in part as animated con-
versation.

8. Many good thoughts are lost that might have
been preserved in this way.

4. Many good trains are carried to greater length
by this means.

5. Style is improved, especially by promptness and
facility. Earnestness and impressiveness in writing
grow as one advances.

6. Write till you feel a glow.

7. Write when you feel a glow. You will otherwise
lose the very best things that ever occur to you. Re-
member Pascal (vid. Bib. Rep. Ap. 1845).
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8. This is one of the chief exercises of mind;
therefore embrace every occasion.

9. Choose topics which will- excite you in the
greatest degree. Choose the most important subjects,
difficulties but not niceties, fundamentals, cardinal and
central points, those which touch the heart of sys-
tems.

10. Often give full scope to freedom of thought
and style. Thought creates style. If you write down
to your readers, you lose this particular advantage
of writing, as exercising thought.

Even in sermons to intelligent audiences there
will be much of this, necessarily. It is desirable,
therefore, to have some outlet for thoughts more free
and unobstructed. The reflex influence of perfectly
free composition is very great. What we so write,
even in fragments, is remembered by us, goes to es-
tablish opiniong, lays up arguments, gives matter for
extemporaneous discourse, and moulds the character.

11. Devotional writing and prayer are of the
highest moment.

12. It matters comparatively little whether you
ever read over what you have written or not.

§ 24. Mode of making Brief.—I follow a brief
penned at my table during a short interval. I made
it thus : mere catch-words—took a gencral thought to
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start with, let the next come of itself, then the next,
and so on without effort. It served well. The thing
to be noted is, that in a few moments, by letting the
mind flow, and not interfering with the flow, one- may
jot down materials for a long discourse. It was not
merely keads : these are barren, they are disconnected ;
it was concatenation, it was genesss.

I consider this a little new, but Nevins showed me
something like it for Sabbath lectures; I have done
too much in the way of naked skeleton. I wishI
could embody my thoughts in a formula ; try it thus:

1. Write rapid sketch, the faster the better.

2. In first draught omit all partition, and do not
force your mind to method.

3. Let thought generate thought.

4. Do not dwell on particulars ; leave all amplifica-
tion for the pulpit.

5. Keep the mind in a glow.

6. Come to it with a full mind.

7. Forget all care of language.

8. Forget all previous cramming, research, quota-
tion, and study.

9. In delivery, learn to know when to dwell on a
point ; let the enlargement be, not where you deter
mined in your closet it should be ; but where you feel
the spring flowing as you speak—Vet 7¢ gush. Let con-
templation have place while you speak.
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For this, pauses are all important. Thus Rob.
Hall preached. Thus my beloved honoured father,
above all men I ever heard ; his eye kindled, his face
was radiant ; he forgot the people; and as he was rapt
in contemplation, ke thought aloud.

All this is connected with the subject of gifts in
preaching ; and the operation of the Holy Spirit aid-
ing the speaker. Holy emotions are indispensable.
Hence the best sermons can never be exactly repro-
duced—much less written. The best written discourse
of my father is no more to his best preaching, than a
black candle is to a burning flame.

§ 25. Extempore Preaching.—This afternoon I
made another trial of the method mentioned above.
I found it good as far as tried. The fault was, that I
used an old skeleton, and nsed my method only in the
application.

Nota bene. It would be all the better if I made my
brief early in the week.

§ 26. Sermonizing.—I have just finished a sermon
on Isa. 59, ult. I am not pleased. I was *“ham-
pered ” throughout, by a preconcerted skeleton. Thus
it worked. Things would arise in my mind, and flow
into my pen just at the right place, but I could not
use them, becawse they belonged to another head. The
result was, the articulation was broken, the flow was
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interrupted ; the work became a mosaic. I perceive
my father was right, when he advised me to write my
first draught currente calamo, without any plan, with
absolute abandon ; giving free scope in every direc-
tion whenever a vein was struck, and reserving the
particulars for the copy.

N. B. The best time for noticing emendations in a
sermon, is just when you are done. They should be
jotted down, even if you have no time to rewrite.

§ 27. Sermons.—I sometimes think I never acted
out my inner man in a sermon. The ncarest approach
has been extempore. Causes which prevent :—fear
of being too learned ; fear of being too sentimental ;
fear of being too decorative ; fear of being obscure;
fear of being too vehement : all this is fear of being
myself. ,

I reconsider some of my conclusions about simplic-
ity ; and doubt, more than doubt, whether a man may
not aim at overperspicuity. The thought makes the
language. High thoughts will make high language.

Some men of study and research are called upon
to preach in a strain above the common level, even
if some do not understand them. There are cnough
who cannot rise above average minds. A man’s best
and loftiest meditations should go out of him in the
shape of scrmons.
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I love to write, yet I have a repugnance to write
germons. This arises partly from constitutional tram-
mels—skeletons—plans—traditionary modes. Why
do I not break out? I read Vinet or Howe, and feel
¢ Jo ancheson pittore ” !

§ 28. Floquence.—In physics there are forces which
operate not mechanically, but dynamically ; not by.
the conveyance of new matter, but by the production
of a new state or contact. Such is now believed to
be the mode of producing vision in the human organ.

Something analogous to this occurs in operation
of mind on mind. Ower and above the truth conveyed,
I believe there may be an operation. When I go to
sec a poor widow, and take her by the hand, the
words which I speak to her are for the most part such
as she has known before; and yet she is comforted.
The same truths uttered from the pulpit by different
men, or by the same man in different states of feeling,
will produce very different cffects. Some of these
are far beyond what the bare conviction of the truth
so uttered would ordinarily produce. The whole mass
of truth, by the sudden passion of the speaker, is
made red-Zot and burns its way. Passion is eloquence.
Hence the great value of extempore discourse.

Demosthenes’ discourses read coldly sometimes ;
but who can restore on paper the whirlwind and
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earthquake power of the passion with which they
were delivered! No man can be a great preacher,
without great feeling. Hence the value of devotional
preparation. You should seize, for writing, moments
of great feeling. Record the outflow of these, and you
will perhaps have some measure of them in delivery.

§ 29. Dividing Sermons.—My opinion has
changed a litt]e within a few months, about formality
of Division. I mean I incline more to Fenelon’s
judgment after having been very much the other
way.

I am perhaps in more favourable circumstances
for a judgment than I was, because I am constantly
experimenting.

The principle from which I set out, is one which
grows in my esteem every day, as a canon of compo-
sition : it is this—7In writing or speaking throw off
all restraint.

Technical Divisions are a restraint. I am familiar
with their effect in trammelling the thoughts. Writ-
ing from a precomposed skeleton is eminently so. It
forces one to parcel out his matter in a forced, Procus-
tean way. Thereis a feeling like this : “ I must have
five pages for this branch, and five for that.” The
current is often thus stopped, at the very moment
when it begins to gush.
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The ideal of a discourse is that of a flow from first
to last. The writing should begin when the mind is
full. If then a division suggests itself, it may be fol-
lowed ; it may even be written down ; but great care
should be taken to prevent the mechanical partition
of matter, so much here and so much there. Let the
thoughts go on.

——, a veteran and able sermonizer, has formed the
habit of casting every subject into a certain mould ;
two or three principal heads, followed by a series
of reflections. The result is stiffness and sameness.
I am not opposed to the strictest method, nor to the
enunciation of it ; but to the laying down beforehand
of arbitrary arrangement. The matter to be arranged
must precede legitimate arrangement.

In a sermon on Sanctification, I proceeded well
till the application ; when I went astray by making
several topics of inference, which divided the stream
instead of enlarging and quickening it.

It is impossible to close a sermon well, that is
warmly, unless the train of thought has been so con-
ducted as to bring the heart into a glow, which in-
creases to the end. Having chosen a subject, it is
well to think it over deeply, day and night, and to
read on it carefully before putting pen to paper.
Take few notes, but as far as may be let the matter
digest itself in the mind. The result will be facility,

2*
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fluency, close contexture, natural articulation of parts,
vivacity, abundance of material, and as much origin-
ality as belongs to the author’s genius. In this way,
sermons will have each a separate, individual physi-
ognomy, and sameness will be avoided.

I do not sce why a sermon should not have all the
freedom and fulness and progress of an oration. Con-
sult in regard to this Demosthenes and Cicero.
Though Augustine’s sermons are very faulty as mod-
els, and abound in the false point of his time, they '
have their excellency. It belongs, moreover, to Fen-
elon, Howe, Chalmers, and Foster. Incomparable as
Robert Hall is, in regard to argument, greatness and
devotion, I am sensible in reading him, that he was
clogged by the conventional manner of partition.

Be not prevented from indulging a flow which
opens, cven though it makes the sermon or any par-
ticular part of it, too long. You nced not preach all
that you have written ; and the matter may be avail-
able for another occasion. This applies particularly
to perorations, in which thoughts often overflow.

In a pathetic part, never write <nvitd Minervd.
Never spin out coldly, or force the language of emo-
tion. TRather be content with a single sentence: it
way find enlargement in the delivery.

§ 30. Application of Sermons.—I still find myself
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trammelled, whenever I undertake to go in any of the
regular harness of sermonizers. To be worth much,
a sermon must begin like a river, and flow, and
widen, and roughen, and deepen, until the end ; and
when it reaches this end, it is hurt by every syllable
that is added.

Ordinary ¢ Applications’ mar the unity of a dis-
course. They are often doctrinal corollaries ; often
commonplaces ; often generalities, which equally fit
a score of topics. When three or four heads of appli-
cation are appended, the mind is first drawn one way
and then another, and frequently altogether away
from the body of the discourse. Every sermon tends
tn some direction : let it take that direction ; it is the
proper ending.

The superstitious reverence for an application of
several points, cuts up this part of our sermons, short
enough at best, and does not allow time to rise upon
the wing, or to kindle with a flame.

It would be well, if we could grow hotter and hot-
ter without intermission, from beginning to end.

The true way is to have an object and be full of
it. Grace does more than rules.

§ 81. Fresh Writing.—There is a certain kind of
writing on religion which greatly affects me, but
which I find it hard to describe.
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It is fresh, unscholastic, and awakening. It has
little to do with quotation or erudition.

It proceeds from a mind full of thought and of
feeling, and strikes as original even while the subject
is familiar.

Examples: Pascal and Foster. Such an author
reads the Bible, as if no one had ever read it before.
It has a fresh impression. He meditates deeply, even
on the smallest particular, and sees what has escaped
others. He deduces reflections, which are at once
natural and new. Nothing can produce such writing,
but a constant and profound study of the original doc-
uments. And for this there must be a certain exclu-
sion of other books and reading.

§ 32. Genesis of Thought.—Reading Mozart’s life.
‘What wonderful precocity ! wonderful genius! Yet
such a life seems frivolous, and his death was sad ; no
religion. What most strikes me is the spontaniety of
his genius. IIis compositions came to Aim,unsought,
whether he would or no. The parts filled his mind,
not successively, but all at once. Having bestowed
much time on music, I see the wonder of this. I am
totally destitute of the slightest musical conception of
this kind. I believe, however, in exactly such a gen-
esis of thought and feelings. We are more passive
than is thought in our trains of thinking. Often have
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I been forced to say, “ My best sermons make them-
selves.” I fully believe in this kind of poetry. It is
plain that Ovid wrote so : he says so somewhere in a
verse, of which I only remember the last words,

—* Versus erat.”

‘What dependent beings we are! How awful the
thought, that we may be sometimes guided by spirit-
ual agency above our own.

Waiting upon God is often the most we can do.
If the experiment were more believingly made, we
should doubtless have more results. To fix attention
is often all we can do, if, indeed, we can do this.
Look in a given direction, and the train of thought
will have a certain character. Look towards God,
and the effect will sometimes be wonderful.

§ 33. Massillon introduced a new method of not
citing so many passages verbatim from the Scriptures
and the fathers. In preparations I am constantly
violating my own rules, and perplexing myself lest I
ghould not remember to use all the texts which I have
looked out ; and this even when it is not a subject re-
quiring proof.

§ 84. Preaching.—Sermons should be written on
subjects which thoroughly interest the mind of the
writer. Those are seldom such, which he takes up
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by a sort of constraint, in aseries, or invitd Minervd ;
nor those on which he is unprepared, and for which
he has to make collection. Sometimes, though rare-
ly, it happens, that during the process of collation a
view is opened, in which the mind goes on con amore.

For an approximation to the right kind of study,
one must have a permanent theological and religious
interest. Something on these topics must always be
uppermost. It must be the natural tendency of the
mind when left to itself.

Here opens to our view a new value in the Serip-
tures. He who constantly reads them will be con-
stantly awakened to trains of new thought. The best
sermons are so suggested. No man can be uniformly
a good preacher, who is not habitually perusing the
Scriptures as his book of delights. There is no special
preparation for the pulpit which can take the place
of this general preparation. No man can lack sub-
jects who is thus commonly employed.

The best subject is commonly that which comes of
itself. I never could understand what is meant by
making a sermon on a prescribed text.

The right text is the one which comes of itself
during reading and meditation ; which accompanies
you in walks, goes to bed with you, and rises with
you. On such a text, thoughts swarm and cluster,
like bees upon a branch. The sermon ferments for
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hours and days, and at length, after patieni: waiting,
and almost spontancous working, the subject-clarifies
itself, and the true method of treatment presents itself
in a shape which cannot be rejected.

Those texts of Scripture which come up, of them-
selves, or by the laws of mental suggestion, are the
right ones, and are very different from those which
are sought out. But observe, in order that this should
take place largely and fully, and that the citations
should be rich and pertinent, the mind must have a
large stock of Scripture reading. Hence again the
great value of close, enlarged, perpetual Bible-read-
ing ; reading with delight. There are various models
of Scripture quotation. Some search out the texts
with a concordance or similar helps. These are often
the greatest quoters. DBut their citations are like
strangers and forcigners. Or they may be likened to
stones put together loosely with mortar. Others
seldom go beyond a certain routine of stock texts; a
hundred such writers shall give you the same texts
on a given topic. They are so many dead branches
on a living tree. The excerpted verse deadens the
discussion instead of enlivening it. DBut one whose
mind is full of a subject, will have abundance of pas-
sages flowing in, without opening the volume; they
will be his own, suggested by peculiarities of his own
thinking ; so that nothing in his discourse will have
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more the air of originality, than the familiar passages
of Scripture which he quotes. The jewel will shine
with double lustre from its setting. The word fitly
spoken will be “as apples of gold in pictures of
silver.” Striking instances may be found in Robt.
Hall, and especially in Jay.

§ 85. Theological Preaching.—Better far to take
a theological topic, and popularize it, than the reverse,
namely, to take a hortatory topic and thicken it by
doctrine. Argument made red-hot, is what interests
people. Generally speaking, nothing interests so
much as argument. People are accustomed to argu-
ment, in such a country as ours. Argument admits
of great vehemence and fire. Argument may be
made plain. Argument may be made ornate. Argu-
ment may be beaten out and thinned down to any
degree of perspicuity.

It is a shame for a minister not to be acquainted
with all the heads of theology, all the great schools
of opinion, and all the famous distinctions: and he
will not learn them well, unless he preaches upon
them.

Theological study brings along with it other impor-
tant and interesting branches; as doctrine, history,
church history, symbolical history, dogmatics, meta-
physics, ethics, homiletics. All these are of high
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value. They are all best approached from the side
of theology.

Theology is superior, because it is the grand re-
sult. That is greatest, which is nearest the end.
Exegesis is only a means to that end. Theology in-
cludes all the other things.

Theology, as inferring close and logical reasoning,
is suited to the strength of middle life. As age ad-
vances, imagination and memory decay : not so the
reasoning faculty. It may be going on and increas-
ing in vigor to the latest day of life.

The stimulus to this pursuit will be best kept up
if a man accustom himself to give a doctrinal tinge to
all his preaching. Then he will read on these sub-
jects. It is a great matter for a preacher to have the
habit of deriving his entertainment day by day from
the perusal of argumentative theology. Let him
continually advance into new fields, and attack new
adversaries. Let him continually revolve the terms
of former controversies.

§ 86. Dr. Channing.— Gradual change of tone
in Dr. Channing’s address . . . it wasconstantly
becoming less ministerial and more manly.” (Biog-
raphy.) I think I know what this means-—coming out
of the homiletic tortoise-shell—not leaving humanity
at the foot of the pulpit-stairs—talking like other
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men—as any profoundly thinking thoronghly, agitated
man would talk on a great subject to a casual group
of waiting persons also deeply interested. Effect of
such a oyesis on style, divisions, quotations, &e.

A little before, the biographer tells of Dr. Chan-
ning’s leaving off much ceremonious dignity in the
pulpit. This, also, I know. I am getting to feel the
evils of the academic manner-primness, &ec.—Also
meditate on the tendency of clergy to be much with
the rich and the lettered, instead of being lights to the
world. I should have understood this less, if I had
remained at Princeton. The Democracy must be
reached—people must be made to feel that the heart
of the minister is with them. Common people re-
quire this. Age requires it. Young men re-
quire it.

§ 37. Preaching on Great Things.—Differing as
I do from Channing, and protesting as I do against
him, I can never cease to honour and admire him for
this; that he always wrote and preached on those
things which he considered the great things. Let me
explain my thought. I have written a good deal and
published some ; it has been too much off at one side.
I have not seized hold of the main things. All topics
which I treat arc regarded by me more historically
than philosophically ; more with reference to books
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and authors than reasons. How different my father
—Dr. Hodge—Vinet—and (in error) Channing.

Yet I am constantly meditating on the great
points. Is it that I never come to any results? Do
I prove nothing? Attain nothing? Am I ever
to be retailing what this man says, and that man
says{

§ 88. Theological Sermons.~Dr. Thornwell ap-
pears to me to show some greatness in devoting his
preaching powers to the making of great theological
sermons. Those who do this successfully leave their
mark on their gencration. It is not the turn of the
age however. The young ministers who arc coming
out seem to me to preach sentimental, rather than
argumentative sermons.

I have written a whole sermon to-day, the first of
twoon 1 John iv. 18. I am less and less in favour of
quotation in sermons. My tendency used to be very
much that way. As my manner becomes warmer,
directer, and more practical, I let these brilliant
patches alone.

§ 89. Be Yourself—In the making of sermons I
have never so well succeeded as when I have for-
gotten all models, and consented to be myself. Every
man has his own way, in which he is better than in
all others. Those sermons have turned out the best
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in which I have turned the matter over in my mind
several times, and then written without predeter-
mined skeleton.

§ 40. Collect Texts—There are particular times
in which a man is better disposed and better able
than at others, to seek out texts, and arrange plans of
gsermons. Such moments should be embraced ; and
if the result should be an accumulation of texts and
plans, it will be well ; for often the great difficulty is
to get a text : as soon as one is lighted on, the matter
goes easily on.

It has occurred to me as useful, to sit down and
plan a series of discourses, not in any theological
order, but with reference to some given effect on the
people ; as for example, to promote a true revival of
religion.

§ 41. Free Writing—It seems to me that some
of the best writings are those which men have made
for themselves ; * that is, without having other people
in view ; without any end but to discharge the mind
of its thoughts. In this posture the mind works most
naturally and simply, and hence more strongly. Vol-
taire somewhere says the reverse, for he thinks the
writer should always have both judge and audience

See Vinet in his account of Vannargues.
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in view ; for such writing as Voltaire’s, this is doubt-
less the best way. But there is always some inter-
ruption, some diversion, and some cramping of the
thoughts in this mode. It is true, when a writer
seeks only this natural overflow of his thoughts, that
he is apt to be destitute of that method which pre-
vails in the schools. The numerical partitions of dis-
course are sometimes forced, and when they are read,
they partake more’ of aggregation than of growth.
There is as real an order in the evolution of parts in
a tree as in the successive additions which build a
house : and if a discourse proceeds by an inward law
which disregards symmetrical plans, it may have more
coherence and vitality than could be produced by
rule and square. The noble master-pieces of the
ancients possess this easy flow, which often defies the
analysis of the commentator ; but they are not there-
fore less pleasing or less great.

To write by a plan, is in some degree to bind the
thoughts to a given track. He is most likely to
arrive at what is original and new who like the river
‘ wanders at his own sweet will.”

It is constraining and so injurious to thought,
where one has some end constantly before him other
than the prosecution of the trains on which he has
entered. These ends may be various and some of
them may be very good ; they may even be neces-
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gary: but so far as the full and independent unfolding
of the mind is concerned, they are injurious. The
writer may seek the entertainment or profit of a
particular class of readers. He may scek fame or
emolument, or the elevation of sect or party. He
may write as an exercise for proof of his powers or to
strengthen them. So doing he may produce much
that is excellent ; but he does this in a less degree than
when he gives full scope to the inward prompting.
Hence the ill effect of writing for the public only;
never encouraging those expatiating processes which
take no note of readers and critics. Free writings of
the kind just mentioned, are after all those which
most interest the reader, and produce least weariness,
even where the subject is a trifling one, as is exem-
plified by Montaigne. On higher subjects the same
holds true, as in the case of Pascal’s Thoughts.

A singular elevation is given to writings which
are devotional in such a sense as to be addressed to
God. Such are the Confessions of St. Augustine.
There are also discourses, which in form are addressed
to an audience, but which nevertheless have this
character of meditational flow ; such as the writings
of Leighton and Scougal. The inspired books of
the sacred canon, though they cannot properly be
brought into comparison, have this quality of uncon-
strained flow and ample digression, which makes it
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hard to parcel them into regular divisions. This
is true equally of the Psalms, the Prophecies, and
the Epistles.

§ 42. The pulpit is too sacred to be turned into a
place for exchanging clerical civilities, or into a space
for ceremonious etiquette.

§ 43. Study of the Seripture—Constant perusal
and re-perusal of Scripture is the great preparation for
preaching. You get good even when you know it
not. This is one of the most observable differences
between old and young theologians.'

“ @ive attendance to reading.”

§ 44. Preaching on Politics.—A minister may well
be absolved from preaching, or even forming opinions
on politics. He has the common right of all citizens
so to do; but his proper work is enough for all his
time and powers. The great themes of religious truth
are enough to occupy more time than he can get.
Statesmanship is a science by itself. If a preacher
excels in it, he must do so by sacrificing some of his
sacred hours.

§ 45. Excess of Manner.—Every excess of man-
ner over matter hinders the effect of delivery, on all
wise judges. Where there is more voice, more em-



48 THOUGHTS ON PREACHING.

phasis, or more gesture, than there is feeling, there is
waste, and worse ; powder beyond the shot.

§ 46. Fecling.—Feeling is the prime mover in
eloquence ; but feeling cannot be produced to order ;
and the affectation of it, however elegant, is powerless.

§ 47. Animation.—Every man may be said to
have his guantum of animation, beyond which he
cannot go without forcework and affectation. Hence,
to exhort a young man to be more animated, is to
mislead and perhaps spoil him, unless you mean to
inculcate the cultivation of inward emotion. It is
better therefore to let nature work, even though for
the time the delivery is tame, than to generate a
manner only rhetorically and artificially warm, which
is hypocrisy.

§ 48. Uttering a chain of reasoning with the mock
tones of passion, is the crying sin of second-rate
Southern orators. The true orators of the South are
really eloquent, from natural inward heat.

§ 49. Reading good authors aloud, after full mas-
tery of the sense by careful study, is a better ex-
ercise than declaiming one’s own compositions from
memory.

§ 50. No good preacher was ever made such by
exercise in oratory.



HOMILETICAL PARAGRAPHS. 49

§ 51. Eloquence, as a ministerial accomplishment,
may be overrated. Only one man in a million can be
eloquent. Now it is evident, Christ could not have
intended that a work so universal should be depend-
ent on a means so rare.

§ 52. Some of the greatest effects have been pro-
duced by men who had no external graces of style and
elocution.

§ 53. There is a certain type of thought, diction,
and delivery, which is proper to each individual ; and
he accomplishes most who hits on this. But all
straining, all artifice, and all imitation, tend to pre-
vent the attainment of this manner.

§ 54. The “utterance” which the Apostle Paul
craved, and which is often mentioned in the New
Testament, is very different from worldly eloquence,
being a spiritual gift.

§ 55. The attraction of the modern pulpit is some-
thing altogether different from any spiritual quality.
It indicates a sickly mind in the Christian public.
Under such preaching a morbid state is produced.

§ 56. If Apostolical preaching could reappear,
while it would be mighty in its effects upon the as-
sembly and on multitudes, it would probably answer
no demands of the schools or the stage; but would

3 -
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be unartificial, expository, simple, paternal, brief,
natural, varied, gushing, and eminently spiritual.

§ 57. The day was when churches were much
more concerned than we, about the truths conveyed,
and much less about the garb of the truths.

Doctrine, rather than speaking, was what drew
the andience.

§ 58. Let every preacher despair of delivering
that discourse with true, natural, and effective warmth,
which he has prepared with leisurely coldness.

§ 59. No rhetorical appliance can make a cold
passage truly warm. If, for any cause, an inanimate
sermon must needs be altered, it ought to be deliv-
ered with no more emotion, than its contents engen-
der in the speaker’s soul. Every thing beyond this
is pretence; and here is the source of all mock-pas-
sion, which is the fixed habit of many speakers.

§ 60. There can be no high eloquence without in-
ward feeling, naturally expressed. Hence he who
begins his discourse on an ordinary topic, with the
elevated voice and manner of great emotion, con-
vinces every just critic that he is acting a part.

§ 61. A Thought for Expansion.—Occupy your
mind, sinee life is so short, on the following, viz. :
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1. True rather than False.—Truth always good
—food—safe—consistent—propagative.

Falsehood, even when conversed with for good
ends, is perturbing, paining, defiling, misleading, and
wasteful of time.

2. Positive rather than Negative—Not negation
—not refutation—not mere defence.

8. Great rather than Small.—Great truths—great
subjects—the most important—comprehensive of the
lesser—elevating—discipline the understanding—not
minutiee—not trifles.

4. Divine rather than Human.—Revealed, not
found out—inspired—the Bible above all.

He that should observe these rules for the con-
duct of his understanding, would save much time and
escape many troubles.

§ 62. I find it hard to mingle doctrine and prac-
tice in due proportion in my preaching. Latterly I
fear there has been too much exclusion of doctrinal
discussion. The following hints will not be out of
place:

1. To open some point of doctrine, or some por-
tion of Scripture needing explanation, at least in one
discourse of each week.

2. To select for this purpose, very frequently,
those doctrines which are most vital; those which
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concern the salvation of the soul ; those about which
an inquirer or believer would seek information.

3. To treat these doctrinal points warmly, with a
perpetual reference to Christian experience.

§ 63. Preaching.—My morning sermon was writ-
ten and preached with more flow and animation than
usual. I ascribe this to my having meditated some-
what on the history, and then written straight on,
without the slightest reference to a logical analysis or
programme, though I had actually formed such a
one. I am persuaded, that as much as a discourse
gains in method and articulation, by such a plan, so
 much it loses in rapidity, richness, and animation. I
also found comfort in my method of preparing notes
for an expository lecture, thus: 1. Study the exe-
gesis. 2. Write rapid and pretty full notes on the
successive parts, numerically, as so many obscrva-
tions. It is not always necessary to take them up in
the order of the text.

§ 64. The DBible.—As the Bible is the best of
books, so the next best is that which is most like it,
that which teaches the same thing—or explains the
Bible. Instead of studying and writing about Austin
and Luther, do what Austin and Luther did, namely,
tell what the Bible teaches. Go straight to the Law
and the Testimony, instead of all subordinates and
substitutes.
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§ 65. In every age people have gone astray, by
going away from the Bible. The statements of Scrip-
ture are positive truths, given on divine authority,
and faith is as necessary as obedience; for it is as
much our duty to believe what God says, as to do
what he commands. If we received in its true mean-
ing every proposition in the Bible, we should have a
sufficient body of divine truth. But this is far from
being the case. Some receive more and some less,
but none receive the whole. One reason of this fé,
that we preposterously mingle our own reasonings
with the conclusions of revelations. Having accepted
as true a certain number of the plain declarations of
Secripture, we use those as so many premises with
which to connect trains of reasoning. We do not
wait to see whether the conclusions at which we
would thus arrive are not asserted or denied in other
plain Scriptural declarations. Sometimes we arrive
at conclusions from positive Scriptural declarations.
This is an inevitable result of the weakness of human
reason ; and as there is nothing to which we have a
more overweening attachment than the fruits of our
ratiocination, we cling to these erroneous conclu-
sions. In order to do this with any show of reverence
for inspiration, we find it hereupon necessary to ex-
plain away those plain declarations of the Word,
which are opposed to our conclusions. Thus our per-
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verse deduction, even from Bible truths, leads to cor-
rupt interpretation of the Word of God. It is analo-
gous to overhasty generalization in natural philoso-
phy, from a narrow basis of facts or phenomena.

The practical rule to be derived from these re-
marks is, to go to the Bible as a fund, not so much of
premises as of conclusions ; to enlarge as far as pos-
sible the field of positive assertions; to prefer the
plain sense of the record ; to distrust our own reason-
ings from Secripture, in the way of logical inference ;
and to discuss every conclusion which wars with clear
Scripture definitions.

Hence also the importance of being much engaged
in the simplest study of the Word, in its plainest
sense ; heaping up this golden ore just as it comes
out of the mine.

§ 66. My Father—My dear and honoured father
has some excellencies as a writer, which I did not
value at a proper rate when I was younger. He goes
always for the thought rather than the word ; and is
never led along by the bait of fine language or the
course of figures. I am led to think that a man must
early in life make his election between these two kinds
of writing, and that I have fallen into the inferior one:
though I am regarded among my friends as a simple
writer.
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Another remarkable quality of my father, is his
going for truth and reason, rather than for authority.
This is the more remarkable, as he has been one of
the greatest and most miscellaneous readers I ever
knew; has had the most extensive knowledge of
books, and the most wonderful memory of their con-
tents, so that I have often known him to give a clear
account of works which he had not seen for forty
years ; and yet how seldom does he make citation!
The train of his thoughts is all his own, with a
thorough digestion in his own mind, and reference of
all things to their principles. Hence he is original in
the best sense; which superficial readers would not
admit, because his style had no salient points, or over-
bold expressions.

I attribute this in some degree to the fact that
almost every day of his life, known to me, it was his
habit to sit alone, in silence, generally in the twilight,
or musing over the fire, in deep and seemingly pleas-
urable thought. At such times he was doubtless
maturing those trains of reasoning, which he brought
out in his discourses; and this may account for his
extraordinary readiness at almost any time, to rise in-
extemporaneous address.

§ 67. Some ministers seem to be familiar only with
such and such passages and parts of Scripture.
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The Puritans derived much of their liveliness from
their minute acquaintance with the Old Testament,
and their apposite citation of it. Another kind of
familiarity with the Word is apparent in such a writer
as Hengstenberg. It amazes me. What extensive
and at the same time profound knowledge of the ori-
ginal.

At times it is useful simply to turn over the pages
of the Scriptures, touching here and there, as a man
walks among the rows of his vineyard, receiving gen-
eral impressions, or learning where to go again.

§ 68. Cut off superfluous studies. Come back
to the Bible. This rings in my ears as years go on.
Consider all past studies as so much discipline, to fit
you for this great study. Make Scripture the inter-
preter of Scripture. Seek practical wisdom, rather
than learning, and as tending to holiness and eternal
happiness. Make the Bible your book of prayer.

§ 69. My greatest acquisitions in Scripture come
from no commentaries or expositors. The perusals
of many former years, turned over in the meditations,
left to brew in the mind, yield their ripe results in new
rcadings, and often make that clear which was for-
merly dark, and that fruitful which was once dry.

§ 70. Bible Study.—As Bible study is the best
study, so I find it the most delightful. It is a good
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way to read large portions, and with much repetition,
but always avoiding weariness. Having lately read
over the Epistle to the Hebrews in Greek, I read it
over this evening in the English version. Occasion-
ally I looked out the Old Testament quotations; I
compared the Greek, wherever I had a suspicion about
the English ; and here and there looked in a lexicon,
or another version ; but my chief view was to the scope
and connexion ; and on this I found greater lights than
common. Some verses held me long, and I walked up
and down the floor meditating upon them. I omitted
some separable parenthetic passages, reserving them
for another perusal. By this means I got an unusual
view of the lucid unity of the book. No method of
Scriptural study gives me so much satisfaction. It
unites reading with meditation. It is the best prepa-
ration for preaching. It scatters a thousand doubts.
It familiarizes the English text, no inconsiderable
part of a preacher’s furniture. Doctrines so derived
are more firmly grasped, than when received from the
ablest systems. Texts so learnt are better understood
and more available, than such as are gathered from a
concordance or marginal bible. They are taken into
the system and assimilated. They become constitu-
tional parts of one’s mind. Even a human composi-
tion, when valuable, is an organized whole, united by
a pervading principle, and with every part in its right
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place. Still more true is this of an inspired composi-
tion. Each proposition is not only truth, but truth in
the right place, and in sacred connexion with what
goes before and follows after. In this divine connex-
ion, truth is best learned. And he who learns it thus,
has a knowledge of it superior to that of onc who
learns even the same propositions, rent asunder, or
forced into the technical connexion and arrangement
of a system; as far superior, as the knowledge of the
human frame derived from examining a subject, over
that which is acquired by a tabular view of all the
chemical elements which go to constitute the vital
fabric, however fully and accurately they may be
stated. It is, therefore, all important to study the Bible
in its due connexion ; and, for this end, to read over
large portions, and even whole books, carefully and
repeatedly.

§ 71. Bible Study.—I cannot revert to this sub-
ject too often. Reading what I wrote at the begin-
ning of this book, has revived my interest in it.
Experience shews me more and more the value of
studying the pure text. Reading the account of
the Scottish mission to Palestine has had the same
effect. The mere hearing of a husband and wife, de-
voting themselves to the research of the Scripture,
without comment, has also been awakening. Recur-
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rence to my morning task, of committing a few verses
to memory, has kept up my interest. This evening I
read the book of Ruth in Hebrew, which confirmed
my resolution. Late preaching experiments corrobo-
ratc my opinion, that the very best preparation for
extempore discourses is textual knowledge. Luther
says truly, Bonus textuarius est bonus theologus.
‘What can I set before me more obligatory, useful or
pleasant, than to spend my life in making the blessed
word plain to others? If I were able to have a
charge, how entirely might I give myself to the Word
of God, and prayer, by the aid and impulse of the
Holy Spirit. Twenty years ago, I had a great ambi-
tion to be extensively acquainted with the classics. I
have, in rather an irregular way, acquired more of
that knowledge than is perhaps common with our
clergy, but I can truly say, I account it but stubble
and dross in comparison with the Bible. Z%e study
of the text is the thing I mean. I have pored over
many commentators, but life is too short for this cir-
cuitous method. If an hour is to be spent, either in
reading and collating more of the text, or in reading
human comments, surely the former is the way which
gives more light. What is acquired in this way makes
a peculiar impression, and is more truly one’s own.
It also carries with it a savour of divine authority.
Sometimes going slowly over verse by verse, and med-
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itating on each—a delightful employment—I learn
more than by turning over volumes. Especially is
this useful as a preparation for preaching. I can say
with dying Salmasius, I wish I had devoted myself
more to the study of the Scriptures !

N. B. Regular times are indispensable to profi-
ciency in these researches.

§ 712. The Christian, and above all the minister, is
bound to devote all his powers to the glory of God,
in the good of mankind.

This is a work which requires great diligence and
earnestness, and may well occupy the whole man all
his life. '

Man may be called to labour in different spheres,
but always with the same devotion and singleness of
purpose.

The studies and authorship of a Christian are to
be directed to this end.

Science and literature may be used as among the
greatest in this work ; but they are not to be used so
as to usurp the time and heart of the Christian scholar
as to make him distinctly a man of science or letters.
The same remarks apply still more clearly to other
pursuits, such as art, politics, agriculture, and trade.
Instances: Swift, Sterne, Robertson, Howe, many
English university scholars.
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An exception is to be madein favour of those pur-
suits, or even publications which are for recreation, in
intervals of labour. Lord Bacon has said that every
man owes a debt to his profession. A clergyman’s
work should be governed by this rule. It is seemly
that a man’s pen should utter the abundance of his
heart, and that his books should bear the impress of
that which is most in his thoughts.

It is unseemly for a minister of Christ to be
known chiefly by works beyond the line of his call-
ing, however valuable in themselves. Especially un-
fortunate is it, when his strength is dispersed among
petty learned elegancies. No works of the pen are
more honourable than those which evince a profound
interest in the good of one’s generation, church, and
country. These betoken earnestness, patriotism, and
a public spirit, and are far higher in the scale than
even great treatises on scientific theology. Even
though from their nature they have an interest that
does not extend to coming generations, and thus do
not become part of universal literature, they are of
great value; sometimes in the very proportion in
which they are confined to time and place.

§ 73. Any man is excusable, to say no more, for
employing himself about the great questions of the

age and country.
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It is a just reproach to any man to be indifferent to
that which concerns the welfare of his people, and,
while their. interests are at stake, to spend his days in
delicate trifles. Such was the fault of Goethe. How
different the case of Milton, though he was wrong in
many points. Be earnest. Be up and doing. Rust
is worse than work. There is an exciteent which is
bad, ruinous ; there is also an excitement which is good,
healthful, and corroborative. To be really in earnest
is consistent with great care of health and strength. -
Husband your faculties, your acquisitions, your time.
Husband them! Therefore give yourself more to
great topics, especially to Christian topics ; national
topics ; topics that promise good to the world. After
a man has been a great reader for many years, he
ought to repose. He ought to distil his accumula-
tions. He ought to write from his own mind. True,
much of what he does so write will be the result of
his previous reading, but it will be without rehecarsal or
quotation. If he belongs to the better order of minds
he will quote little, except in those cases in which the
very matter of the argument lies in the very words
of another. He will think for himself. He will give
the results of his learning rather than the learning
itself. He will advise himself thus:

“ Why should you be so careful to remember what
others have said? Of all you have read much has
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slipped. Well, most of such thoughts are of no value.
It were a pity to retain all. The mind acts not asa
coffer, but partly as a sieve, and more as an alembie.
Your book-knowledge, even if not increased, would
furnish abundance for many works. Do not give way
to the error of being afraid of saying plain and simple
things, so they are true, reasonable, and logically
knit. Consider Daniel Webster. The greatest and
most useful sayings are simple. Your thoughts seem
more commonplace to others than to yourself, for an
obvious reason.

“Try every day to repeat to yourself some solid
truth, if possible some new one. But true rather than
novel. Fix the truth in your mind, as something
really attained and immovable. Deduce from it other
truths, but with caution. Shun haste and paradox.
Go to the highest principles. Be not so much con-
cerned about the laws of thought as about truths, the
matters of knowledge.

“ Avoid vexing, plaguing cogitations. Those are
often the best thoughts which have been wrung out
with the knit brow. There is a spontaneity in think-
ing. We do not so much create the strcam as watch
it, and to a certain extent direct it. This is the reason
why great thinkers do not always draw themselves
out ; rather the contrary. Placid, easy philosophising
brings the abundant fruit. Let the thread sometimes
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drop ; you will find it again and at the right moment.
In this meditation differs from book-learning, which
is necessarily wearing.

«The Scriptures furnish the best materials for
thought. They stimulate the soil. They secure the
right posture of mind for calm judgment and even for
discovery. They correct error. They give positive
conclusions. They promote holy states which are fa-
vourable to truth. They prevent trifling reasonings,
by keeping the mind constantly in the presence of the
greatest subjects.”



LETTERS TO YOUNG MINISTERS.

LETTER I.

ON DEVOTION TO THE WORK OF THE MINISTRY.

‘WaEN I look back on the years which I have
spent in the ministry, I cannot but think that much
benefit would have arisen from such honest and plain
advices as most of my elder brethren could have given
me. It is this which induces me to offer you the
hints which follow. These must be somewhat like
personal confessions ; since the rules which I have to
propose are derived in several cases from my own de-
linquencies. You know the old similitude. Experi-
ence is like the stern-lights of a ship, which cast their
rays on the path that has been passed over. It will
be some little consolation if others shall be benefited,
even by our failures. May God of his infinite mercy,
give his blessing to these suggestions !

You have lately entered on the work of the min-
istry : my solemn advice to you is, that you devote
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yourself to it wholly. You remember the expression,
Ev Tovrocs io6e: 1 Tim. iv. 15. The complaint is be-
coming common, respecting young men cntering the
ministry, in every part of the Church, that many of
them lack that devotion to their work, which was fre-
quently manifested twenty or thirty years ago. Itis
vain to attribute the alleged change to any particular
mode of education. In this there has been no such
alteration as will account for the loss of zeal. The
cause must be sought in something more widely oper-
ative. The effect, if really existing, is visible beyond
the circle of candidates and probationers. Nor need
we go further for an explanation, than to the almost
universal declension of vital piety in our Churches,
which will abide under every form of training, until
the Spirit be poured out from on high. The fact,
however, remains. Here and there are young minis-
ters, visiting among vacancies, and ready to be em-
ployed in any promising place, who are often well ed-
ucated persons, of good manners, and irreproachable
character : but what a want of fire! There can be no
remedy for this evil, but a spiritual one; yet it is of
high importance that the young man should know
what it is he needs. He has perhaps come lately
from his studies, in the solitude of a country parish,
or from some school in the mountains ; or from some
sound but frigid preceptor, who, amidst parochial
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cares, has afforded him few means of stimulation.
His thoughts are more about the heads of divinity,
the partitions of a discourse, the polish of style, the
newest publications, or even the gathering of a libra-
ry, than about the great, unspeakable, impending
work of saving souls. He has no consuming zeal with
regard to the conversion of men, as an immediate
business. Let us not be too severe in our judgments.
It cannot well be otherwise. None but a visionary
would expect the enthusiasm of the battle in the sol-
dier who, as yet, has seen nothing but the drill. Yet
this enthusiasm there must be, in order to any great-
ness of ministerial character, and any success; and
he is most likely to attain it, who is earliest persuaded
that he is nothing without it. It is encouraging to
observe, that some of the most useful and energetic
preachers are the very men whose youthful zeal was
chiefly for learning, but who, under providential guid-
ance, were brought at once into positions where they
were called upon to grapple with difficulties, and ex-
ert all their strength in the main work. Such were
Legh Richmond and Dr. Duncan.

In the sequel, you will be fully relieved of any
apprehensions that I mean to deter you from study,
or cven from elegant literature ; but this must be sub-
ordinated to the principal aim ; its place must be sec-
ondary. Some who have been most successful in
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winning souls have been men of learning ; Augustine,
Calvin, Baxter, Doddridge, Martyn ; but they laid all
their attainments at the foot of the cross. As Leigh-
ton said, to a friend who admired his books, “ One
devout thought outweighs them all!” This is not
peculiar to matters of religion. No man can reach
the highest degrees in any calling or profession, who
does not admire and love it, and give himself to it—
have his mind full of it, day by day. No great paint-
er ever became such, who had it only as a collateral
pursuit, or who did not reckon it the greatest of arts,
or who did not sacrifice every thing else to it. Great
commanders have not risen from among dilettante
soldiers, who only amused themselves with the art of
war. The young minister, who is evidently concen-
trating his chief thoughts on something other than his
ministry, will be a drone, if not a Demas. Look at
the books on his table, examine his last ten letters,
listen to his canversation, survey his companions:
thus you will learn what is uppermost in his heart.
And if you find it to be poetry, esthetics, classics, lit-
erary appointments, snug settlement, European travel,
proximity to the great; be not surprised if you find
him ten years hence philandering at soriées, distilling
verse among the weaker vessels of small literature,
operating in stocks, or growing silent and wealthy
upon a plantation. It is a source of deep regret to
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many in review of life, that they have scattered them-
selves over too many fields ; let me entreat of you to
spend your strength on one. When we call up in
memory the men whose ministerial image is most
lovely, and whom we would resemble, they are such
as have been true to their profession, and who have
lived for nothing else. Some there are, indeed, who
have had a clear vocation to the work of teaching,
which is really a branch of the ministry, and one of
its most indispensable branches, and who have served
Christ as faithfully in the school-room or the univer-
sity, as in the pulpit; such were Melancthon, Turret-
tine, Witsius, Witherspoon, Dwight, Livingston, Rice,
and Graham. But our concern is with ordinary min-
isters, called to no other public station ; and of these
it is unquestionable, that the most successful are those
who have lived in and for their spiritual work. Call
to mind the chief Nonconformists ; also of later date,
Newton, Cecil, Brown, Waugh, Simeon; the Ten-
nents, Rodgers, McMillan, McCheyne, and of our own
acquaintance the ¢ greatly beloved ” William Nevins.
In these men, the prominent purpose was ministerial
work. If at any time they wrote and published, it
was on matters subservient to the gospel. This ac-
counts for the holy glow which, ecven amidst human
imperfections, was manifest in their daily conversa-
tion. They might have been eminent in other pur-
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suits, but they had given themselves to the work of
Christ.

In another letter, the subject may be more appro-
priately discussed, but I cannot forbear calling your
attention to the bearing of this on the tone of preach-
ing. Suppose a man Las been all the week with
Goethe and de Beranger, or with Sue and Heine, or
even with the Mathematicians or Zoologists, not to
speak of prices-current, stock quotations, or tables of
interest ; how can he be expected, by the mere put-
ting on of a black gown or a white neckeloth, and
entering the pulpit, to be all on fire with Divine love!
No wonder we preach so coldly on the Sabbath, when
we are so little moved on week-days, about what we
preach. You have perhaps met two or three clergy-
men lately ; what did their conversation turn upon {
The coming glory of the Church? the power of the
‘Word ? the best means of arousing sinners? even the
most desirable method of preparation? or some high
point of doctrine? Or were they upon the last elec-
tion, the last land speculation, the last poem, or the
price of cotton and tobacco? According to your an-
swer, will be the conclusion as to the temperature of
their preaching. There is indeed a sort of pulpit fire
which is rhetorical—proceeds from no warmth within,
and diffuses no warmth without ; the less of it the bet-
ter. But genuine ardour must arise from the habitual



LETTERS TO YOUNG MINISTERS. 71

thought and temper of the life. He with whom the
ministry is a secondary thing, may be a correct, a
learned, an elegant, even an oratorical, but will never
be a powerful preacher. ’

Y ou must allow me to give prominence to this de-
votion of heart to your work, here at the threshold,
because it is my desire hereafter to enlarge more on
your theological studies; and I earnestly charge you
to hold all studies as only means to this end, the glory
of God in the salvation of souls. The day is near
when your whole ministerial life will scem to you
very short in retrospect. Let our prayer be that of
the sweet psalmist of early Methodism :

“I would the precious time redeem,
And longer live for this alone,
To spend, and to be spent for them
‘Who have not yet my Saviour known;
Fully on these my mission prove,
And only breathe to breathe thy love.

¢ My talents, gifts, and graces, Lord,
Into thy blessed hands receive ;
And let me live to preach thy word,
And let me for thy glory live,
My every sacred moment spend,
In publishing the sinner’s Friend.”

That which we all need is to magnify our office,
to recognize the sublimity of our work There would
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be more Brainerds, and more Whitefields, if such
views werce more common ; and there would be more
instances of great men stuggling on for years in nar-
row, remote situations, but with mighty effects. The
observation of good Mr. Adam is striking and true:
“ A poor country parson, fighting against the devil
in his parish, has nobler ideas than Alexander had.”
My dear young friend, if there is any thing you would
rather be than a preacher of the gospel ; if you regard
it as a ladder to something else; if you do not con-
sider all your powers as too little for the work ; be
assured you have no right to hope for any usefulness
or even eminence. To declare God’s truth so as to
save souls, is a business which angels might covet:
acquire the habit of regarding your work in this light.
Such views will be a source of legitimate excitement ;
they will lighten the scverest burdens, and dignify
the humblest field of labour, in the narrowest valley
among the mountains. They will confer that myste-
rious strength on your plainest sermons, which has
sometimes made men of small genius and no eloquence
to be the instrument of converting hundreds. Think
more of the treasure you carry, the message you pro-
claim, and the heaven to which you invite, than of
your locality, your supporters, or your popularity. It
is recorded of the cxcellent John Brown, of Hadding-
ton—and I regret that I have forgotten his very words
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—that to a former pupil who was complaining of the
smallness of his congregation, he said : “ Young man,
when you appear at Christ’s bar, it will be the least
of your anxieties that you have so few souls to give
account of.” And the same good man said : “ Now,
after forty years’ preaching of Christ, and his great
and sweet salvation, I think I would rather beg my
bread all the labouring days of the week, for the op-
portunity of publishing the gospel on the Sabbath, to
an assembly of sinful men, than, without such a priv-
ilege, enjoy the richest possessions on earth. By the
gospel do men live, and in it is the life of my soul.” *

On this subject the opinion of such a man as John
Livingston will have weight with you ; for you know
he was honoured of God to awaken five hundred by
one sermon at the Kirk of Shotts. His life and re-
mains, as published by the Wodrow Society, show
that the secret of his strength lay in his devotion to
the work. ¢ Earnest faith and prayer,” says he, “a
single aim at the glory of God, and good of people,
a sanctified heart and carriage, shall avail much for
right preaching. There is sometimes somewhat in
preaching that cannot be ascribed either to the matter
or expression, and cannot be described what it is, or
from whence it cometh, but with a sweet violence, it
pierceth into the heart and affections, and comes im-

* See Waugh's Life, p. 53
4
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mediately from the Lord. But if there be any way to
attaine to any such thing, it is by a heavenly dispo-
sition of the speaker.”* And again: “I never
preached ane sermon which I would be earnest to see
again in wryte but two ; the one was on ane Munday
after the communion at Shotis, and the other on ane
Munday after the communion at Holywood ; and
both these times I had spent the whole night before
in conference and prayer with some Christians, with-
out any more than ordinary preparation ; otherwayes,
my gift was rather suited to simple common people,
than to learned and judicious auditors.”

Here you have indicated the true source of pulpit
strength. It is closely connected with the subject of
this letter ; for the more you are swallowed up in the
vastness of your work, the more will you be cultivat-
ing spiritual-mindedness. You will agree at once,
that it is a sign we are taking the right view of our
vocation, when the means which we employ for our
personal growth in grace arc the same which most
conduce to the power of our ministry. Such an esti-
mate of our work as is here recommended, can be
maintained only by a constant contemplation of the
great end of all our preaching and pastoral labour—
namcly, the glory of Christ, the building up of his

* Sel. Biogr. Wodr. Coll. p. 287, &ec.
t Ibid. 194.
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kingdom, and the salvation of souls. This should be
always in your mind. ‘When you go to bed, and when
you are awake, it should be as a minister of Christ ;
not, surely, in the way of professional assumption, but
with a profound sense of your dedication to a momen-
tous work, for which one lifetime seems too short.
There are legitimate occasions, on which a minister
may deliberately and thoroughly relax himself, by
entertaining books, music, company, travel, or even
athletic sports, to an extent far more than is common
among sedentary men: and 1 hope you will despise
the canting and sanctimonious proscriptions of those
who would debar clergymen from any summer repose,
or resorts to the springs or seaside. Nevertheless, in
the ordinary ministerial day, there should be no hour
not devoted to something helpful towards the great
work. This should give direction to all your read-
ing, writing, and conversation. The volume which
you have in your hand should be there for some good
reason, connected with your ministry. Itwill appear
hereafter, that the territory from which ministerial
auxiliaries are to be levied, is exccedingly wide, and
embraces all that can strengthen, clear, beautify, and
relax the mind ; but the animus of all this must be a
single eye towards the finishing your course with joy,
and the ministry which you have received of the Lord
Jesus. Acts xx. 24. Holding it to be a disgrace to
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a young clergyman not to be familiar with the Greek
Testament, I add, T7%v Saxoviav oov mAnpodopnoov.
Each instant of present labour is to be graciously re-
paid with a million ages of glory.

LETTER II.

THE CULTIVATION OF PERSONAL PIETY.

It is scarcely possible to treat of some subjects
without running into commonplaces: their very im-
portance has made them trite, just as we observe
great highways to be most beaten. The question has
been much discussed, whether a minister should ever
preach beyond his own experience. In onc sense,
unquestionably, he should. He is commissioned to
preach, not himself, or his experience, but Christ Je-
sus, the Lord, and his salvation; he is a messenger,
and his message is laid before him in the Scriptures;
it is at his peril, that he suppresses aught, whether
he has experienced it or not. He is, for example,
not to withhold consolation to God’s deeply afflicted
ones, till he has experienced deep affliction himself.
Yet every preacher of the gospel should carnestly
strive to attain the experience of the truths which he
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communicates, and to have every doctrine which he
utters turned into vital exercises of his heart ; so that
when he stands up to speak in the name of God, there
may be that indescribable freshness and penetrative-
ness, which arise from individual and present interest
in what is declared.

In every Church there are some aged and experi-
enced Christians. These are specially regarded by
the Master, and requirc to be fed with the finest of
the wheat. The ministry is appointed with much
reference to such ; and they know when their portion
is withheld. They may be poor and unlettered, and
incompetent to judge of gesture, diction, or even
grammar ; but they know the “ language of Canaan,”
and the “ specch of Ashdod :” I hold them to be the
best judges of the ministry. Ilow little does the
starched and elegant, but shallow young divine sus-
pect, that in yonder dark, back pew, or in the out-
skirts of the gallery, there sits an ancient widow, who
was in Christ before he was born, and who reads him
through and through. Mr. Summerfield once related
to me, that Dr. Doddridge, when other more learned
helps failed, used to consult a poor old woman, living
near him, upon hard passages in his commentary, and
that he generally acquiesced in her conclusions.
There is no teacher like the Paraclete ; and the prom-
ise is, A% thy children shall be taught of the Lord.”
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Isaiah liv. 18. To be able to feed such sheep of Christ,
if for no other reason, the young minister should seek
to attain high degrees of piety.

The truth is, such are the discouragements of
genuine cross-bearing ministry, and so repugnant to
the flesh are many of its duties, that nothing but true
piety will hold a man up under the burden ; he will
sooner or later throw it off, and begin to seek his
ease, or preach for “itching ears,” or phonographic
reporters. It is an easy thing to go through a routine,
to “ do duty,” as the phrase of the Anglican estab-
lishment is ; but it is hard to the flesh, to denounce
error in high places, to preach unpopular doctrine, to
labour week after week in assemblics of a dozen or
twenty, to spend weary hours among the diseased
and dying, and to watch over the discipline of Christ’s
house. Nothing but an inward enjoyment of divine
truth, and a reference to the final award, will stimu-
late a man to constancy in such labours.

You will be called, as a minister, to spend much
time in laborious study, the tendency of which is to
draw the mind off from spiritual concerns ; and some-
times in the perusal of erroneous, heretical, and even
infidel works, that you may know what it is you have
to combat. Your condition in this is like that of the
physician, who ventures into infection, and makes
trial of poisons. You will need much grace to pre-
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serve your spiritual health in such perils. The free-
dom with which you must mingle in society will ex-
pose you to many of the common temptations of a
wicked world; and it will require the extreme of
reserve, caution, and mortification, on your part, to
prevent your falling into the snare. In the present
day, out of opposition to the ascetic life, we all proba-
bly act too much as if we were ¢ children of the bride-
chamber,” and too much neglect the subjugation of
the body. That a man is a minister is no token that
he shall not be cast into hell-fire. The instances of
apostasy within our own knowledge stare at us, like
the skeletons of lost travellers, among the sands of our
desert-way. No temptation hath befallen them but
that which is common to man. The apparitions of
clerical drunkards, and the like, should forewarn us.
“Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he
fall! The apostle Paul expresses his view of this, in
terms of which the force cannot be fully brought out
by any translation: “But I keep under my body,”
Umomidiw. I strike under the eye, so as to make it
black and blue, a boxing phrase, indicative of strenu-
ous efforts at mortification ; as who should say, “I
subdue the flesh by violent and reiterated blows, and
bring it into subjection,” SovAaywyd; « I lead it along
as a slave ;” having subjugated it by assault and beat-
ing, I treat it as a bondman, as boxers in the Palwestra
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used to drag off their conquered opponents. And
the reason for this mortification of the flesh is, ¢ lest
that by any means, when I have preached to others,
I myself should be a castaway.” 1 Cor. ix. 27.
Dreadful words! but needed, to deter us from more
dreadful destruction. The tophet of apostate minis-
ters must be doubly severe. It is the deceitfulness
of sin” which hardens so many of us into carelessness
about so great a danger. Pride goeth before destruc-
tion, till suddenly, like Saul, the careless minister
finds himself inveigled into some great sin. This
may never be known to the world, yet it may lead to
his ruin. “I am persuaded,” says Owen, “ there are
very few that apostatize from a profession of any con-
tinuance, such as our days abound with, but their
door of entrance into the folly of backsliding was
either some great and notorious sin, that blooded their
consciences, tainted their affections, and intercepted
all delight of having anything more to do with God ;
or clse it was a course of neglect in private duties,
arising from a weariness of contending against that
powerful aversation which they found in themselves
unto them. And this also, through the craft of Satan,
hath been improved into many foolish and sensual
opinions of living unto God without and above any
duties of communion. And we find that after men
have, for a while, choked and blinded their con-
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sciences with this pretence, cursed wickedness or sen-
suality hath been the end of their folly.”

Of all people on earth, ministers most need the
constant impressions derived from closet piety. If
once they listen to the flattering voice of their ad-
mirers, and think they are actually holy because
others treat them as such ; if they dream of going to
heaven ez officio ; if, weary of public exercises, they
neglect those which are private; or if they acquire
the destructive habit of preaching and praying about
Christ without any faith or emotion; then their
course is likely to be downward. Far short, however,
a minister of Christ may be of so dreadful doom, and
yet be almost useless. To prevent such declension,
the best advice I know of, is to be much in secret de-
votion ; including in this term the reflective reading
of Scripture, meditation, self-examination, prayer,
and praise. And here you must not expect from me
any recipe for the conduct of such exercises, or rules
for the times, length, posture, place, and so forth ; for
I rejoice in it as the glory of the Church to which we
both belong, that it is so little rubrical. How often
you shall fast or sing or pray, must be left to be
settled between God and your conscience; only fix
in mind and heart the necessity of much devotion.

It is good, sometimes, to recall the examples of
eminent preachers. John Welsh, the famous son-in-

4*
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law of Knox, was, during his exile, minister of a
village in France. A friar once lodged under his
roof, and on being asked how he had been entertained
by the Huguenot preacher, replied, “Ill enough ; for
I always held there were devils haunting these minis-
ters’ houses, and I am persuaded there was one with
me this night; for I heard a continual whisper all
the night over, which I believe was no other than the
minister and the devil conversing together.” The
truth was, it was the Huguenot preacher at prayer.
Welsh used to say, “he wondered how a Christian
could lie in bed all night, and not rise to pray; and
many times he prayed, and many times he watched.”
Such cases are not altogether wanting in our own
days: Mr. Simeon, of Cambridge, in more than one
instance is known to have spent the whole night in
prayer. Let me seriously commend to your notice a
paper contained in his Life by Mr. Carus, page 303,
entitled, Circumstances of my Inward Lrperience.
Almost every word of it is golden, and among other
passages you will note the following : “I have never
thought that the circumstance of God’s having for-
given me, was any reason why I should forgive my-
self ; on the contrary, I have always judged it better
to loathe myself the more, in proportion as I was as-
sured that God was pacified towards me. Ezek. xvi.
63. Nor have I been satisfied with viewing my sins,
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as men view the stars in a cloudy night, one here and
another there, with great intervals between; but
have endeavoured to get and to preserve continually
before my eyes, such a view of them as we have of
the stars in the brightest night ; the greater and the
smaller all intermingled, and forming as it were one
continual mass ; nor yet, as committed a long time
ago, and in many successive years; but as all form-
ing an aggregate of guilt, and needing the same
measure of humiliation daily, as they needed at the
very moment they were committed. Nor would I
willingly rest with such a view as presents itself to
the naked eye; I have desired and do desire daily,
that God would put (so to speak) a telescope to my
eye, and enable me to see, not a thousand only, but
millions of my sins, which are more numerous than
all the stars which God himself beholds, and more
than the sands upon the sea-shore. There are but two
objects that I have ever desired for these forty years
to behold ; the one is my own vileness, and the other
is the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ; and
I have always thought that they should be viewed to-
gether ; just as Aaron confessed all the sins of all
Israel whilst he put them upon the head of the scape-
goat.” Such exercises as these, you will admit, may
well give occasion for more than usual persistency in
prayer.
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But lest you think only of sorrowing exercises, let
me recall a passage which Flavel gives concerning
one whom he modestly calls ¢ a minister,” but who is
well understood to have been himself; offering it not
so much for imitation, as to show how deep were the
experiences of one who was busied in various learn-
ing, and in all the scholastic argumentation of his day.
He was alone on a journey, and determined to spend
the day in self-examination. After some less material
circumstances, he proceeds thus: “In all that day’s
journey, he neither met, overtook, or was overtaken
by any. Thus going on his way, his thoughts began
to swell and rise higher and higher, like the waters
in Ezekiel’s vision, till at last they became an over-
flowing flood. Such was the intention of his mind,
such the ravishing tastes of heavenly joys, and such
the full assurance of his interest therein, that he
utterly lost the sight and sensc of this world and all
the concerns thereof; and for some hours knew no
more where he was, than if he had been in a deep
sleep upon his bed.” Arriving, in great exhaus-
tion, at a certain spring, ‘“he sat down and washed,
earnestly desiring, if it were the pleasure of God, that
it might be his parting-place from this world. Death
had the most amiable face, in his eye, that ever
he beheld, except the face of Jesus Christ, which
made it s0 ; and he does not remember (though he
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believed himself dying,) that he had once thought of
his dear wife or children, or any other earthly con-
cernment.” On reaching his inn, the same frame of
spirit continued all night, so that sleep departed from
him. ¢ Still, still, the joy of the Lord overflowed
him, and he seemed to be an inhabitant of the other
world. But within a few hours, he was sensible of
the ebbing of the tide, and before night, though there
was a heavenly serenity and sweet peace upon his
spirit, which continued long with him, yet the trans-
ports of joy were over, and the fine edge of his de-
light blunted. He many gears after called that day
one of the days of heaven, and professed he under-
stood more of the life of heaven by it, than by all the
books he ever read, or discourses he ever entertained
about it.” *

Even if you should be disposed to treat this as
one of the anomalies of religious experience, you will
nevertheless do well to remark that the subject of
these exercises is John Flavel, a man remote from
enthusiasm, and whose extensive writings are charac-
terized by regular argument and sound theology ; and
also that this very narrative was thought worthy of
republication by the cool-headed Jonathan Edwards.
The mention of which name reminds me of an in-
stance given by him, of high religious joy, which has

* Flavel’s Works, fol. ed. vol. i. p. 501.
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since his death been ascertained to be that of his own
wife.* The narrative 4s long, but is worthy of your
perusal. Among other traits were these: the great-
est, fullest, longest continued, and most constant as-
surance of the favour of God, and of a title to future
glory ; to use her own expression, ¢ the riches of full
assurance ;”’ the sweetness of the liberty of having
wholly left the world and renounced all for God, and
having nothing but God, in whom is infinite fulness.
This was attended with a constant sweet peace, and
calm and serenity of soul, without any cloud to inter-
rupt it; a continual rejojcing in all the works of
God’s hands, the works of nature, and God’s daily
works of providence, all appearing with a sweet smile
upon them ; a wonderful access to God by prayer, as
it were seeing him, and sensibly, inmediately con-
versing with him, as much oftentimes (she said) as if
Christ were here on earth sitting on a visible throne,
to be approached to and conversed with. All former
troubles were forgotten, and all sorrow and sighing
fled away, excepting grief for past sins and for re-
maining corruption, and that Christ is loved no more,
and that God is no more honoured in the world ; and
a compassionate grief towards fellow-creatures; a
daily sensible doing and suffering every thing for
God, and bearing trouble for God, and doing all as
* Edwards’s Works, vol. iii. pp. 304, 399.
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the service of love, and so doing it with a continual
uninterrupted cheerfulness, peace, and joy. This was
exempt from any assuming of sinless perfection, the
claim to which was abhorrent to her feelings. Now,
though these are the experiences of a woman, will
any one say there is any thing in them which would
be unreasonable or undesirable in a minister of
Christ? True, we are by no means to make piety
consist in transports, as is irrefragably proved by the
great man who recorded these things : yet there are
hours or days in every life of long continued piety,
which are remembered for years, and shed their light
over all the remaining pilgrimage. And who should
covet these Pisgah views, if not ministers of the
word? There is among the posthumous papers of
the incomparable Pascal, one, which he long carried
about his person, and which contains the record of a
particular visitation of divine love. It is one of the
most seraphic productions of human language: in
some places the joy and rapture and dissolving love
seem to defy all ordinary expressions, and he can only
write down such broken phrases as, joy—joy—tears—
tears ; «joie—joie—pleurs! pleurs!” The greatest
scoffers will hardly reckon Pascal and Edwards among
unreasoning devotees.

Our age is disposed to sneer at high religious pas-
sions : it is perhaps the reason why the pathos of the
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pulpit has to such a degree departed. It is not, how-
ever, as a homiletic instrumentality, that I would
urge you to grow in grace, but for more momentous
reasons, which, as a preacher, you have long since
learned.

LETTER III.

THE HAPPINESS OF CHRIST'S MINISTRY.

Toere is a romantic view of the clerical office,
which mnay induce a man to assume it, without any
religion ; which regards only its social and literary
appendages, and the status in society which it se-
cures, even where there is no establishment. Younger
sons in England are frequently educated for the Church,
as it is called, and spend their lives in a service for
which they have no heart. Even though they may
not follow the hounds, or belong to the “dancing
clergy,” they may look no higher than the literary
accomplishments of their place. Coleridge has some-
where given an exquisite picture of a secluded, peace-
ful rectory, seen in this light. Look at the Memoir
of Cary, the translator of Dante, by his son, and yom
will see what I mean. Both were clergymen: yet
there is as little religion in the work, as if it had been
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the life of an ancient Greek. The contributions of
this man to letters were vast, but to religion insignifi-
cant. Now let us beware lest some thoughts kindred
to these creep into our minds, and make us look rather
at the repose, than the work, of the ministry. He
grossly errs, who considers the life of an evangelist as
other than a conflict. Yet it is happy; indeed I
hesitate not to express my conviction, that the life of .
a faithful minister is the happiest on earth. Some
there are, it is true, who are dragged into it, like a
reluctant witness into court, collo obtorto, and who
never possess any of its rewards: but there are many
who have found it a heavenly service.

In seeking the constituents of this happiness, you
should not look at the accidents of the ministry, but
at its substance ; not at the quietude, respectability,
emolument, or refining culture, but at the lifelong
embassy from the Redeemer to lost men. The truest,
safest, most abiding ministerial pleasures are those
which come from delight in the genuine object of the
ministry, the salvation of men. But there is a col-
lateral blessedness, which we may not despise, since
God has deigned to bestow it on his servants. Even
this you will be most sure of attaining, if you have
much love of Christ, love of the gospel, and love of
souls.

The private life of a Christian minister ought to
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be a happy one. The apostles inform us in what it
should be spent, to wit, the word of God and prayer.
Acts vi. 4. I should account it lost time to go about
persuading you, that there is a happiness in the study
of great moral and religious subjects, especially of the
word of God. To have this made the business of
your days; to find your chosen solace enjoined as
your duty to be shut up for life with prophets and
apostles, nay, with Jesus Christ himself, speaking in
the “living oracles,” to be perpetually drawing water
from the wells of salvation ; this is but a part of the
minister’s joy. While others must snatch time from
exacting toils, for communion with God, he may de-
vote whole days uninterruptedly to such contempla-
tions and delights as we find recorded in the lives of
Augustine, Edwards, and Brainerd; and may live
among those gardens of spices, the odours of which
hang about the pages of Binning and Rutherford.
Catch but one strain from the experience of the latter,
and tell me whether he were happy or not ; it is from
one of his letters: “ O glorious tenants and trium-
_phant householders with the Lamb, put in new psalms
and love-sonnets of the excellency of our Bridegroom,
and help us to set him on high! O indwellers of
earth and heaven, sea and air, and O all ye created
beings, within the bosom of the utmost circle of this
great world, O come, help to set on high the praises
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of our Lord! O fairness of creatures, blush before
his uncreated beauty ! O created strength, be amazed
to stand before your strong Lord of hosts! O created
love, think shame of thyself before this unparalleled
love of heaven! O angel of wisdom, hide thyself
before our Lord, whose understanding passeth finding
out! O sun, in thy shining beauty, for shame put on
a web of darkness, and cover thyself before thy bright-
est Master and Maker!” Though these are not pro-
fessional flights of soul, yet who should enjoy them,
if not those who are called to dwell in the house of
the Lord all the days of their life, to ¢ behold the
beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his temple?”
Psalm xxvii. 4. None of the private studies of the
minister are absolutely peculiar ; yet the opportunity
for them is more remarkably his.

There is happiness in preaching. It may be so
performed as to be as dull to the speaker, as it is to
the hearers; but in favoured instances it furnishes
the purest and noblest excitements, and in these is
happiness. Nowherc are experienced, more than in
the pulpit, the clear, heavenward soaring of the in-
tellect, the daring flight of imagination, or the sweet
agitations of holy passion. The declaration of what
one believes, and the praise of what one loves, always
give delight: and what but this, is the minister’s
work? He is called to converse with the highest
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truths of which humanity can be cognizant, and, if
God so favour him, to experience the noblest emo-
tions; and this most, while he is standing ¢ in Christ’s
stead.”

I am persuaded, that previously to trial, no young
man can duly estimate the glow of public discourse
as a source of pleasure. When the soul is carried by
the greatness of the subject, and the solemnity of the
occasion, above its ordinary tracts, so as to be at once
heated and enlarged by passion, while the kindled
countenances of the hearers, and the reflected ardour
of their glance, carry a repercussive influence to the
gpeaker ; or when the tear twinkles in the eye of peni-
tence, and weeping throngs attest the power of truth
and affection ; then it is that preaching becomes its
own reward. This is more than rhetorical excite-
ment and stage-heat ; it is caused by Christian emo-
tion. Call it sympathy, if you please; I am yet to
learn what harm there is in this: it is legitimate
sympathy. If a Christian minister ever has deep
impressions of truth, we may expect it to be in
the pulpit ; there, if anywhere, we may hope for spe-
cial gifts from above; and these gifts are dispensed
for the sake of the hearer, and are reckoned on,
as graces, or tokens of individual piety. Yet they
constitute a great part of the preacher’s happi-
ness. They are not dependent on eloquence, in
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its common wmeaning; for they fall equally to the
share of the humblest, rudest preacher, provided he
be all on fire with his subject, and bursting with love
to his people. No scholarship, filing, or varnish, can
compass this ; it comes from the heart: and many a
minister has chipped at the edges of his sermon, and
veneered it with nice bits of extract, only to find that
its strength had been whittled away. There may be
more awakening or melting, in a backwoodsman’s
improvisation, than in all the climacteric periods of
Melville, or all the balanced splendour of Macaulay.
Certainly the delight of soul is on the side of him
who is most in earnest. It is especially love that
moves the souls of hearers, and love,”in its very
nature, gives happiness. It cannot be, that a man
can be frequently the subject of those feelings which
belong to evangelical preaching, without being for
that very reason a happier man.

The better moments of Andrew Gray, Hall, and
Chalmers, must have been snatches of heaven. But
be not discouraged when I mention these great names:
the more you refer the joy of preaching to its legiti-
mate and gracious causes, the more you will see that it
may exist independently of what the world calls elo-
quence. It is not only in the vast assemblies of a
Chrysostom, a Bridaine, or a Whitefield, that the ser-
vice of Christ brings its sacred pleasures, but in Philip
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Henry’s little parish of Worthenbury, which never
numbered eighty communicants; or in the early
morning-lectures of Romaine, when two candles lighted
all the house. Nor is this happiness restricted to
great and decorated edifices ; it belongs to the itine-
rant missionary, who dismounts from his tired horse,
and gains refreshment by dispensing the word to the
gathering under the ancient oaks; or who meets his
circuit of appointments in regions where the truth
has scarcely ever been heard. I exhort you to seek
your highest professional delight in preaching the
gospel, 50 as to be looking forward to the blessed
hour during all the week.

Little space is left for me to say that the minister
of the gospel has a source of happiness in his parochial
work and social communion. It is this, indeed, which
distinguishes his calling, and is its grand prerogative.
This brings him near to the hearts of his people, and,
unless he betrays his trust, embraces him in their
affections. The ministry may indeed be so discharged,
as that the pastor shall have none of this: he sits
with his hat and stick in his hand, makes a morning-
call, or leaves a card : he is only a ceremonious visitor,
from whom the children do not run and hide, only
because they see him every day in the high-place.
But the genuine bond is as strong and tender as any
on earth, and as productive of happiness. Think of
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this, when you are tempted to discontent. What is
it that really constitutes the happiness of a residence ?
Is it a fine house, furniture, equipage, farm, large
salary, wealthy pew-holders? Nay, it is tove. It is
the affectionate and mutual attachment. It is the
daily flow of emotion, and commingling of interest in
common sorrows and common joys ; in the sick-room,
and the house of bereavement, at the death-bed and
the grave, at baptisms and communions. These
things may be in the poorest, humblest charge: then
the “dinner of herbs” is better than ¢the stalled
ox.” Growing old among such associations, the pas-
tor becomes like “Paul the aged.” Let us strive
after a happier, that we may have a more fruitful,
ministry.

There is one occasion of joy, which is by no means
rare in pastoral experience, and which ought in an-
other of its aspects to be laid before you more at
large ; it is the season when souls are awakened and
converted in great numbers. The revival brings with
it the joy of harvest. Too commonly we are content
to be like those who “glean and gather after the
reapers among the sheaves” How different is the
case, when the wide ficlds are covered with golden.
ears! Then it is, that “he that reapeth receiveth
wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal.” John
iv. 86. Where there have been several such ingath-
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erings, the pastor looks around upon the larger part
of his church, as seals of his ministry, and in their
turn they regard him with an inexpressible tenderness
of filial attachment. Growing old, in such circam-
stances, he is the patriarch of all the younger genera-
tion; and, even when the fire of his prime has de-
parted, can fix the attention and reach the heart, by
means of this very relation. See what strength this
tic may acquire, even where the pastor is young, in
the account of McCheyne’s return to Dundee, after
his mission to Palestine. It was a time of revival,
and though he had not been himself the proximate
instrument, he rejoiced in the fulfilment of the saying,
“that both he that soweth and he that reapeth may
rejoice together.” This was only the repetition of
scenes which occurred among our Presbyterian ances-
tors in the seventeenth century. Ministers and peo-
ple must have rejdiced together in uncommon de-
grees, to have endured the fatigue and protracted ser-
vices of such occasions as are recorded. Under the
preaching, for example, of Mr. William Guthrie,
author of the ¢ Great Interest,” hundreds of his hear-
ers had walked miles to be present. It was their
usual practice to come to Fenwick upon Saturday,
spend the greatest part of that night in prayer, and in
conversation on the state of their souls, attend on the
Sabbath-worship, and on Monday return cheerfully
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to their distant homes. Those long sacramental ser-
vices of our forefathers, comprising several days, and
attended by thousands, sometimes excite a smile ; but
they remain on record, as monuments of the elevated
affections of those who joined in them, and enjoyed
them. Not only the people, but the ministers—may
I not say especially the ministers—were happy in the
fellowship thus enjoyed. We know from experience
the blessed fraternity and mutual affection, cemented
by holy joy, which prevail in those parts of our
church, where the meetings of ecclesiastical courts are
still made seasons of religious service. Such com-
munity of interest in the highest good tends, beyond
every thing else, to heal dissensions, and to exhibit
ministers of Christ to his people in that union which,
unfortunately, is not seldom interrupted. The ex-
pectation of such gratifications may be lawfully in-
dulged.

After all, what is the scriptural statement of min-
isterial happiness? ¢ What is our hope, or joy, or
crown of rejoicing ?” asks Paul; and answers, “Ye
are our glory and joy!” 1 Thess. ii. 19, 20. Seek
happiness, my dear young friend, in contemplation of
this reward. That moment will indemnify the minis-
ter for the losses of a whole life. ¢« And is this the
end,” he will exclaim, “ of all my labours, my toils,
and watchings ; my expostulations with sinners, and

5
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my efforts to console the faithful! And is this the
issue of that ministry under which I was often ready
to sink! And this the glory of which I heard so
much, understood so little, and announced to my
hearers with lisping accents and a stammering tongue !
‘Well might it be styled tke glory to be revealed. An-
spicious day! on which I embarked in this under-
taking, on which the love of Christ, with a sweet
and sacred violence, impelled me to feed his sheep
and to feed his lambs, With what emotion shall we,
who, being intrusted with so holy a ministry, shall
find merey to be faithful, hear that voice from heaven,
¢ Rejoice and be glad, and give honour to him; for
the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath
made herself ready!’ With what rapture shall we
recognize, amid an innumerable multitude, the seals
of our ministry, the persons whom we have been the
means of conducting to that glory ! ” *

When you asked me for some advice respecting a
course of ministerial study, you probably did not ex-
pect a series of letters so much like sermons as these
have been. In due time, if your patience should hold
out, I hope to fulfil my original intention; but I de-
sire that we may both feel more and more deeply that
none of our studies will be directed aright, unless we
begin with just views of the great object of our call-

® 1 Hall's Works, p. 151.
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ing. For this reason, I have ventured to spend some
time in setting forth considerations, which may serve
to awaken the true ministerial zeal, and to turn your
wishes and hopes towards the right quarter.

LETTER IV.

CLERICAL STUDIES.

‘WaEN learning in the ministry is mentioned, some
are ready to think of a purely secular erudition, such
a8 withdraws a man from his duty, or unfits him for
it. Of this there have been too many instances, es-
pecially in countries where rich benefices have been
afforded by an established rcligion. Even in a very
different state of things, the clergyman may become
a mere savant or litterateur, and rob his spiritual
charge of the time which he spends in his researches.
Such scholars may be very useful to society, yet most
unfaithful to their vows, and it is under their auspices
that cvangelical warmth has commonly died out in
Protestant Churches. Without going to the extreme
of Sterne, who was a licentious trifler; of Swift,
who was a Cynic, in both the senses of misanthropy
and filth ; and of Robertson, who was scarcely a be-
liever, one may sacrifice Christ to the muses. The
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Church of England continues to furnish some bril-
liant examples of this from the prizes held out to
men of learning, and the rich livings and fellowships
which support clergymen without the necessity of
parochial labour. Where the vocation of such a man
is to the instruction of youth, we surely will not com-
plain, if Providence allot to him a high distinction in
science or letters, along with faithful discharge of
ministerial duty, even though the latter should not
absorb all his care: you will remember such men as
Isaac Milner, Jowett, and Farish. Yet I beg you to
observe, that the ministerial learning which I am re-
commending is none of these, but is solely the disci-
pline and accomplishment whereby you shall be better
fitted for your appropriate work, and is therefore
subordinated to your professional activity. This cir-
cle indeed is much vaster than some people think,
and may in its sweep, comprise, in certain circum-
stances, and by turns, every part of the field of
knowledge ; yet the particular aspect under which it is
viewed is that of an auxiliary to the preacher and the
pastor. The study is not a place for lettered luxury,
nor for ambitious lucubration, with views fixed on
secular authorship or academical promotion ; but the
sacred palestra in which Christ’s soldier is supposed
to be forging his armour, and hardening his muscle,
and training his agility, for the actual combat of the
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ministry. And you must allow me to tell you plainly,
that the danger is not that you will have too much
of this preparation, that you will be overeducated,
or extravagantly learned, but all the reverse.” You
may get great learning, with a bad motive ; you may
get little, with the same: but all you will ever get,
multiplied ten times, will not be too much for your
work, or more than the Church and the times demand.
Neither devotion, nor active labour, will furnish you
an excuse for the neglect of knowledge. This is a
question where examples are worth more than rea-
sons. Look at Luther. Who was more devout?
who was more active? Yet who was more devoted
to learning, or more profoundly anxious, to the very
close of life, that literature and religion should never
be divorced, in the ministry of the Protestant
Churches? This it was which occasioned his famous
sermon on the education of children : he perceived as
early as 1530, that in the fervours of reformation-
piety there was a disposition to neglect refined culti-
vation ; he therefore penned this address, during .a
sojourn at Coburg. There is in it a passage so truly
Lutheran, that I must give it you, even at risk of not
sticking to my text. You will see in it the very pres-
ence of the Brother Martin of Goethe’s Goetz von
Berlichingen, as knitting his brow against the hard-
fisted barons of his day. It shows, morcover, that he
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thought of labour, and not amusement. ¢ There be
some who think that the writer’s office is a light,
trifling office, but that to ride in armour, and bear
heat, cold, dust, drought, and the like, is labour in-
deed. Aye, this is the old, trite, every-day proverb,
No man knows where his neighbour’s shoe pinches.
Every one feels his own disquiet, and gapes after the
quiet of his fellow. True it is, it were toil to me, to
ride in armour ; but then, on the other hand, I would
fain see the knight who could join me in sitting still
all day, looking on a book. Ask of any chancery
scribe, preacher, or orator, what sort of labour there
is in writing and speaking; ask the schoolmaster,
what toil there is in teaching and training boys. A
pen is a light thing, that is true ; and there is no tool
more ecasily obtained, among all handicraft, for it asks
only the wings of geese, of which there is abundance;
but there must be added to this the best part of man,
the Aead, and the noblest member, the fongue, and his
highest work, discourse. ~All these must work to-
gether, in the writer ; whereas in the other it is only
the fist, foot, and loins, for he can sing and joke all
the while, which the writer must let alone. It is
three fingers’ work,” (so they say of writing ;) but it
takes the whole body and soul to boot. I have heard
say of the noble dear Emperor Maximilian, when the
great Jacks (Hansen) about him used to grumble, be-
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cause he employed writers so much in embassies, and
otherwise, that he spoke thus:—¢ Well, what must I
do? You would not let yourselves be useful, so I
had to take writers.” And again: ¢XKnights I can
make, but not doctors.” So I have heard of a clever
nobleman that he said : ¢ My boy shall go to studies;
it is no great art to hang two legs over a horse, and
be a rider; that he has already learnt with me.” It
was well and cleverly spoken. I say not this out of
contempt for the knightly order, or any other order,
but against the losel troopers (losen Scharrhansen)
who contemn all letters and art, and boast of nought
but wearing harness, and bestriding horse ; though
this they do but seldom, and have for it lodging, ease,
mirth, honour, and well-being all the year round. It
is true, as the saying goes, ¢ Harness is heavy, and
learning is light;’ yet on the other hand, to learn
to bear harness is easy, but to learn, practise, and exer-
cise art and science is hard.” Perhaps no one, not
even Melancthon, ever uttered a higher panegyric on
clerical learning than Luther in one of his letters to
Eobanus Hess. “ Ego persuasus sum,” says he, ¢ sine
literarum peritia prorsus stare non posse sinceram
theologiam, sicut hactenus ruentibus et jacentibus
literis miserrime et cecidit et jacuit. Quin video,
nunquam fuisse insignem factam verbi Dei revela-
tionem, nisi primo, velut precursoribus baptistis,
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viam pararit surgentibus et florentibus linguis et lit-
eris.” *

But do not imagine from these remarks, that what
I recommend to you at present is only, or chiefly,
literature, in the popular acceptation of the word, and
as distinguished from professional study. It is this
last which should awaken your chief interest, and the
rest may be more safely left to take care of itself.
There is no need of solicitation or stimulation, to bring
a man in our day to acquaint himself with the lighter
material ; it floats on the surface, and is carried by
the tide to his very doors. Make sure of the solids,
and I have small fear of your suffering for lack of
novels, fugitive poems, magazines, and young-lady
literature. IFamiliarize yourself with master-pieces ;
you will find in them relaxation cnough, and may afford
to look on the perishing nothings of the hour, as you
do on the drift that plays along the edges of your
river. I do not, of course, exclude the master-pieces
of our own day ; but truly great works are so numer-
ous, that you need no more debauch your taste by
reading them, than you need drink Oberlin bread-
coffee instead of Mocha.

These things are true, even of simple literature;
but how the subject rises, when you look on yourself
as called of God to live for his glory, to labour for

® Vol x, ed. Berl. 1841, p. 159. Ep. cceclxxviii,
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souls, to expound his word! One lifetime is very
little for the attainment of the objects which seem
indispensable, and some of which I hope shortly to
table before you. Who, for example, even of the
Chalmerses, Dwights, and Masons, could say that he
had travelled round the entire curriculum of theol-
ogy? Who is the perfect historian? I am sure it
will be claimed by any rather than the Schroeckhs,
Gieselers, and Neanders. Who is omntbus numeris
complete in Hebrew, or cven in Greek ¢ Thus might
I go through the encyclopsedia, and each would say,
© “Ttis not in me.” So that the difficulty will not be
to find out what a minister shall fill his time with in
the study, Lut how, amidst his sacred and importu-
nate engagements, he can obtain any time for private
labours. Looking at the greatness of the harvest,
and the shortness of life, one is tempted at the first
blush to say, Let the study alone; go forth and save
souls. And this has been so much the tendeney in
every era of church revival, that it would have been
the settled policy to multiply unlettered preachers, if
God, in his wonderful providence, had not, at the
forming periods, raised up men to hold fast by the
immovable maxims of sound learning. Such was
Melancthon in Germany ; such was Melville in Scot-
land. To the second of these, who can tell how much
Presbytery is beholden? 'When, in 1574, he returned
5*
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to his native land, from a five years’ attendance on
the prelections of such men as Turnebus, Ramus, and
Beza, deeply read in Hebrew and Syriac, able to de-
claim fluently in Greek, and a fit comrade for Bu-
chanan, the great latinist of his day, Melville set up
a standard at Glasgow, which may well surprise us.
“He taught usuallie twise in the day. Beside his
ordinar professioun of divinitie and the oriental
tongues, he taught the Greek Grammar, Ramus’s
Dialectick, Taleus’s Rhetorick, Ramus’s Arithmetick
and Geometrie, the Elements of Euclide, Aristotle’s
Ethicks, Politicks, and Physicks, some of Plato’s Dia-
logues, Dionysius’s Geographie, Hunterus’s Tables,
and a part of Fernell. The schollers frequented to
the Colledge in suche numbers that the rowmes were
skarse able to receave them.” * Thorough learning in
the ministry was builded into the very foundation,
and has continued to characterize the structure. In
the earliest struggles of our Church in this new coun-
try, Presbyterian ministers were constantly seen unit-
ing the self-denying ardours of the mission with the
toils of the school and college. And when, under
temptations almost irresistible, it was sought to
change the demand of qualification, the General
Assembly chose rather to suffer the loss of a valuable
limb, than to swerve from principles which were nec-

® Calderwood, pp. 111, 839.
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essary to the healthful integrity of the body. If our
brethren are unanimous in any thing, it is, in Luther’s
judgment, that sound and varied learning must be sus-
tained, if we would preserve the Church.

You will mistake my meaning, if you fancy that
the learning which I am holding up as suitable for
the minister of the gospel, is such as might be de-
manded in a professor of the sciences, or a writer on
classical and philological literature. It may be as
great as these, but it differs in kind, and excludes a
multitude of details, on which the other must expend
labour. It is ministerial, or in its widest sense theo-
logical learning, which is pleaded for: but this is
enough for all the powers. No man need ever ex-
patiate beyond the metes of divine science, from any
want of room in the latter, or any excess of faculty
above what may be consumed on the Secriptures.
Lightfoot and Marckius, and other voluminous orig-
inal commentators, doubtless were ready to acknowl-
edge that they had touched these waters only pri-
moribus labics. It is therefore with no extenuation
of the work, that I say the clerical student is to pur-
sue clerical studies: yet it may prevent misappre-
hension, and remove objection, by showing the per-
fect harmony of the discipline proposed, with the
daily incumbent duties of the sacred calling.

There is such a thing as maintaining a transient
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popularity, and having a little usefulness, without
any deep study; but this fire of straw soon burns
out, this cistern soon fails. The preacher who is con-
stantly pouring out, and seldom pouring in, can pour
but a little while. I need hardly caution you against
the sententious maxim, prevalent among freshmen,
concerning those great geniuses, who read little, but
think much. They even cite, as of their party, one
of the greatest readers who ever wrote, as every work
of his goes to prove ; to wit, Shakspeare! The great-
est thinkers have been the greatest readers, though
the converse is by no means true. In reading the
writings of those most remarkable for originality and
invention—and mark, it is in reference to these qual-
ities only the reference is now made—we know not
whether most to admire the adventurous flights of
their own daring, or their extensive acquaintance
with all that has been written before, on their chosen
topics. You will see this remark strikingly verified
in the productions of Descartes, Leibnitz, and Iegel.
‘While, however, I say thus much for reading, I own
that reading is but a part of study ; and that he can-
not be admitted to the title of learned, who has not
the habit of concocting, methodizing, and expressing
his own thoughts. The great point is this : there must
be perpetual acquisition. This is the secret of preach-
ing. 'What theologians say of preparation for death,
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may be said of preparation for preaching; there is
habitual, and there is actual preparation: the cur-
rent of daily study, and the gathering of material for
a given task. It may be compared with what is
familiar, in another faculty, that of Law: the lawyer
has his course of perpetual research, in the great prin-
ciples of general jurisprudence, or the history of stat-
utory enactment, or the systematic arrangement of
practical methods, and he has his laborious and some-
times sudden reading-up for an emergent case. Should
he confine himself entirely to the latter, he must be-
come a narrow, though perhaps an acute, practitioner.
So likewise, the clerical scholar, however diligent,
punctual, and persistent, who throws his whole
strength into the preparation of sermons, and who
never rises to higher views, or takes a larger carcer
through the wide expanse of scientific and mcthodized
truth, must infullibly grow up stiff, cramped, lop-
sided, and defective. Ilis scheme of preaching may
never take him through the entire curve of theology
and Scripture; or the providential leadings of his
ministry may bring him again and again over the
same portions. These are evils which can be pre-
vented only by the resolute pursuit of general studies,
irrespectively of special pulpit performance. Such
habits will tend to keep a man always prepared ; and
instead of getting to the bottom of his barrel as he
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grows older, he will be more and more prepared, as
long as his faculties last. But the grand evil to be
warred against by the younger preacher, is not that
of confining himself to pulpit preparation, but that of
not preparing at all: and by preparation I mean
study. To seize a pen, and dash off a discourse, on a
subject heretofore not familiar, and with such thoughts
as occur while one is writing, may insure ease and
fluency of manner, but is little better than the delivery
of the same thoughts without writing: indeed, the
latter possesses some great advantages, from the ele-
vation of the powers by sympathy, passion, and at-
tendant devotion. Engrave it upon your souls, that
the whole business of your life is to prepare yourself
for the work, and that no concentration of powers can
be too great. The crying evil of our sermons is want
of matter ; we try to remedy this evil, and that evil,
when the thing we should do is to get something to
say : and the laborious devotion of some young
clergymen to rhetoric and style instead of theology,
is as if one should study a cookery-book when he
should be going to market. I yesterday listened to a
sermon, (and I am glad 1 do not know the preacher’s
name,) which was twenty-five minutes long, but of
which all the matter might have been uttered in five.
It was like what the ladies call trifle, all sweetness
and froth, except a modicum of cake at the bottom.
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It was doubtless written extempore. When a young
clergyman once inquired of Dr. Bellamy, what he
should do to have matter for his discourses, the
shrewd old gentleman replied, “ Fill up the cask,
Jillup the cask, i vp THE cask! Then, if you tap
it anywhere, you will get a good stream ; but if you
put in but little, it will dribble, dribble, dribble, and
you must tap, tap, tap ; and then get but little after
all.”

If in this daily pursuit of knowledge, you keep
constantly before your mind the end for which you
seek it, there need be no fear of excess: it is studies
which divert us from the evangelic work, that are to
be deprecated. To the last day of life, regard your
mental powers as given you to be kept in continual
working order, and continual improvement, and this
with reference to the work of preaching and teaching.
You will find all great preachers to have lived thus;
and though neither you nor I should ever become
great, we shall sink the less by reason of such strug-
gles. The whole of what we have to learn is, sub-
stantially, in one volume ; for by this, it is declared,
the man of God may become dprios mwpos wav Epyov

dryadov ébnpriauévos.
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LETTER V.

HOW TO FIND TIME FOR LEARNING.

AvLvL ministers are not called to be equally learned :
it would be idle to expect such a result, amidst the
marked differences of talent and circumstances. There
is a gradation in this respect from the young pastor
who has almost all his time at his command, to the
itinerant who thinks he can do no more than read his
pocket Bible. The objection to regular studies which
meets us most frequently is, that there is no time for
labour in the closet, from the pressure of parochial
carcs. You need no prompter as to this: indeed, I
fancy I hear you exclaiming, How is it possible for
one situated as I am, to find hours for learning? I
desire, in the present letter, to answer this very ques-
tion, and to suggest a few considerations which will,
- perhaps, clear the path, and open some light through
the seeming forest. After having had the same per-
plexities, I think I perceive certain principles by which
a life of faithful pastoral and pulpit labour may be
made compatible with sedulous application.

First of all, if you would make the most of your
scanty hours, keep the one sacred object in view in
every study you undertake. This is the way to se-
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cure unity of plan. You bear in mind the twentieth
proposition of Euclid’s first book : the straighter your
line, the shorter. I trust it is no wresting of the
apostle’s words to say, One thing I do; or more
laconically still, in the four letters of the original, ev
8. Let your intentions branch out in every direc-
tion, undetermined whether you mean to be a great
linguist, or an elegant classic, or a mathematician, or,
peradventure, a botanist, or a master of English liter-
ature, and it is plain enough that you will find all
your time too little. There is such a thing as being
very idly and unprofitably engaged in one’s study.
Far from loving restriction, or from wishing to coerce
the mind in pursuing its bent, I would, nevertheless,
beseech you, when you go among your books, to
know what you are after. Your end in life is suffi-
ciently obvious ; and the studies by which it is to be
attained are enough to occupy your time, if you are
but faithful. It is of deliberate and stated applica-
tion that I now speak : you certainly will not expect
me to plan ways and means of gaining time for the
annuals, monthlies, or wecklies. In your regular
professional studies, you will find the whole ficld
brought more clearly under survey, and the whole
process simplified, by looking on every part of it with
reference to your main work of expounding the Scrip-
tures and preaching the gospel.
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This leads to a second suggestion, of a particular
under this general head. Form the habit of contem-
plating all your study as the study of the word of
God. In a large, but just sense, it is undoubtedly so.
All your discipline and all your acquisition, all your
reasoning power and all your taste, all your library
and all your eloquecnce, are only so many means for
learning God’s word, and for teaching it. Exegesis,
theology, controversy, church history, are only por-
tions of the apparatus for learning and teaching.
With this in your mind, you may go much further
than many think, and yet return safe. As Scott, the
commentator, used to say, ‘The bee may range
widely, so that it brings all to the hive.” Say to
yourself daily, £Zn codicem sacrum! ¢ Here is my
hive ; hither all my gatherings must be brought.”
The range of some men has been wonderful, and their
powers of assimilation have been so great, that they
have laid every department under contribution, and
filled their discourses with the digested results of
multifarious and almost incongruous reading: take
as instances Baxter, Saurin, and Chalmers. But
common minds need a strong centripetal force, and
this is to be found in reverential love for Holy Scrip-
ture. No method known to me is so likely to keep
you in the right state of mind, in this respect, as the
practice of devoting the first and best part of every
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day to the perusal of the Bible in the original tongues.
Few will the days be, in which you will not discern
the directive influence of this on the researches of the
subsequent hours; and the influence will be there,
even when not discerned.

From what has just been said, you will deduce the
all-important rule, to lop off all irrelevant studies.
Observe, we are not talking now of amusements, but
of dogged labour. And if you mean to succeed, and
to save precious time, see to it, that you rid yourself
of all impertinent matters. In this age of books,
tempting studies will grow rank around you, and creep
into your windows, as a great vine has been doing into
the chamber where I write; but you must be unre-
lenting, and make short work with their pretensions.
The blue and yellow flowers among the corn must be
plucked out, and you must be doing it every day. It
is not a bad remark of Helvetius, though a bad man,
that in our day the secret of being learned, is heroic-
ally to determine to be ignorant of many things in
which men take pride. Keep, as Fenelon says, the
pruning-knife in hand, to cut away all that is need-
less: “On a besoin d’étre sans cesse la faucille en
main, pour retrancher le superflu des paroles et des
occupations.” * Especially must this resolution be ex-
crcised towards such branches of study as require a

* Ep. 338.
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great expense of time, in order to any proficiency.
There are some arts which are so jealous as to usurp
the whole life. Alian tells of a young Greek who
took up a famous philosopher into his chariot, and,
driving round the stadium at full speed, showed him
that his wheel had never deviated from a given line:
the philosopher replied, “ Now you have demonstrated
to me that you are fit for nothing else.” There are,
indeed, cases in which a strong tendency of taste and
genius, toward some foreign branch of knowledge,
as for example mathematics or geology or language,
may break through all rule, and force the clergyman
to eminence in his chosen or destined pursuit. But
these are exempt cases, and we arc treating of those
persons who avow their determination to live and die
in the work of the ministry. If you, my decar friend,
have other intentions, express them frankly, and save
me the pains of any further disquisitions. But he
who chooses the service of God in his sanctuary is
called to great subjects, which are sufficient to fill up
all his thoughts. Whatever a man may do as sub-
sidiary to these, or as a healthful diversion from
them, it is still true that scriptural or theological
learning is the peculiar domain of the clergyman.
Lest this should be thought too exclusive, I must
add, that some degrec of acquaintance with collateral
sciences is absolutely necessary to a full understand-
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ing of our own; for, as Lord Bacon says, large pros-
pects are to be made not from our own ground, but
from contiguous towers and high places.* But an-
other sagacious observersays: ¢1It is in my opinion,
not any honour to a minister, to be very famous in
any branch that is wholly unconnected with theology ;
not that knowledge of any thing, properly speaking,
s cither a disadvantage or ground of reproach ; but
for a man to show a deep lmowledge of some particu-
lar subject plainly discovers that he hath bestowed
more time and pains upon it than he had to spare
from necessary duty.” + There is more self-denial in
acting on this maxim than is commonly thought, and
you will often be called upon to lay aside darling en-
tertainments that you may more fully make proof of
your ministry. ‘Whatever will enable you to preach
better, though it were a fable or a ballad, you may
legitimately include in your plan; but when you lay
out your chief strength on matters purely secular, you
so far abuse the golden vessel of the sanctuary. Ob-
serve this rule, and your will find it more easy to ac-
complish study, even in your limited time.

It is not unworthy of statement, that there is such

* “ Prospectationes fiunt a turribus aut locis prealtis; et impossi-
bile est ut quis exploret remotiores interioris scientis alicujus partes,
si stet super plano ejusdem scientim, neque altioris scientim veluti

speculum conscendat.”—Nov. Org.
{+ Witherspoon’s Works, vol. iv. p. 20.
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a thing as making the line of your studies coincide
with the tenor of your preaching, even without the
wearisome formality of a declared series. The sub-
ject of the sermon ought somehow to be included in
gome recent course of study, though much of the
latter may never be brought into the sermon. If,
for example, you should be going into those heads
of divinity which relate to the Person of Christ, you
might easily draw material for all your morning dis-
courses from subjects allied to this: in this you will
find great economy of time.

You cannot well overrate the benefit to be de-
rived, in these respects, from carrying always with
you a high estimate of your study-labours, in com-
parison with other men’s labours, and other labours
of your own. The clergyman’s study, which some
people regard as they would a pantry, or a genteel
appendage to housckeeping, is the main room in the
house, and (if consistent with Heb. xiii. 2) ought to
be the best. It is the place where you speak to God,
and where God speaks to you; where the oil is beaten
for the sanctnary; where you sit between the two
olive-trees, Zech. iv. 3; where you wear the linen
ephod and consult Urim and Thummim. As you
arc there, so will you be in the house of the Lord.
A prevalent sense of this will do more than any thing
to procure and redeem time for research, and will
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cause you to learn more in an hour, than otherwise
in a day. That upper-chamber is also the spot where
you will enjoy one of the most valuable means of
learning and preparation, which we too much neglect
—I mean conference with brethren about your work,
and especially your preaching. And it will be your
duty to impress on your people the truth, that you
are as really serving them, when you are in your
study, as when you are in their houses. But to
render these views efficacious, you must, from the be-
ginning, look on all your meditation, reading and
writing, as a tribute to God, and a free-will offering
in his holy temple. This will lead you to pray over
your researches, and to handle cvery topic as in the
presence of Christ. It will tend to prevent your
lucubrations from lapsing into a selfish, solitary,
anchoretic abstraction from your charge. The more
you arc occupied upon the simple text of Scrip-
ture, the more remarkably will this temper prevail
in you.

In this, as in every thing else, there is cconomy
of time in punctuality and order: as Hannah More
says, ‘It is just as in packing a trunk ; a good packer
will get twice as much in as a bungler.” The ex-
ample of Dr. Doddridge on this point, as recorded in
his life, is worth looking at. Lay before yourself
some scheme, and have a distinct notion of what you
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are going to attempt. This is like the builder’s work-
ing-model ; how sadly would he waste his timber
and his time, if he should fall to hewing, squaring,
and sawing, without any clear conception of what he
was going to erect! Allow me to bring this matter
a little more closely to you, by proposing the follow-
ing questions, to be frankly answered by you on the
spot, in foro conscientie. 1. What part of the week
do I devote to study ; and, of this, how much to the
original Scriptures? 2. What part of Scripture am
I engaged in studying critically? 3. What head
of theology has lately been under investigation ?
4. What work of research have I lately mastered ?
5. What is my plan of study for the coming day? I
think it likely that there are some young pastors
(and in none of these lctters do I address myself to
any others) who may find in these queries a key to
their meagre attainments. One of the highest objects
proposed in this correspondence, is to afford you some
assistance in chalking out your work, and rendering
manageable the great business of clerical study.

But after all, it cannot be concealed that there
will be need of vigorous and unceasing cfforts, to se-
cure time for application, and to cut off all occasions
of sloth and waste. You will be under a perpetual
attraction to leave your study. The obviously press-
ing claims of your parish will pull you by the sleeve.
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You will find it indispensable to have some certain
times consecrated to the word of God and prayer.
The best proof that time can thus be rescued, is the
fact that so many clergymen engaged in laborious
charges, do actually spend much of their life in
study. If propriety would sanction the disclosure, I
could easily go into particulars, and give the names
of eminent living pastors, with the laudable devices
by which they compass the end proposed. One
would be found to trench largely on the hours of
sleep ; a method scarcely to be recommended. An-
other would be seen rising, year after year, a long
time before day. Some are known to me, who ac-
complish all their heavy study before noon. A dis-
tinguished preacher in one of the largest churches,
allows no interruptions during the last three days of
the week. Two others have chambers attached to
their churches, where they do not encourage visits,
until certain hours. It is not for me to choose among
these methods, nor to hold up my own as equal or
superior. In nothing is it more important for a man
to open his own path, than in habits of study. As
a general thing, it would seem to be well (using
Scott’s words) ‘“to break the neck of the day’s
work,” as early as possible. There have been clergy-
men of great eminence, who observed no certain
hours. Dr. Payson never denied himself to visitors ;
6
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his motto was, “ The man who wants to see me, is
the man I want to see.” Such was also the practice
of the late Dr. John H. Rice. Therc are sitnations
where the young minister is constrained to act in this
way. Where we cannot get the whole we must make
vigilant use of a part. Even itinerants may gain
knowledge ; and I have heard eminent scholars say,
that nothing they ever read made so deep impression
on them, as volumes which they found in their cham-
ber window, and which they devoured with the
greater avidity, because they doubted whether they
should ever see them again. Great concentration of
mind is produced by such traits. John Wesley, as
his journals show, perused hundreds of volumes on
horseback ; you will find his notices of books in
French, Latin, and Greek. Reading on horseback,
though from no such necessity, was a favourite prac-
tice of the late Dr. Speece, who was a /Aelluo librorum ;
and also of Dr. Campbell, of Rockbridge, whom I
may name, though not a clergyman. More than
twenty years ago, when I was much in the saddle, I
was on a tour of preaching with the Rev. Abner W.
Clopton, of the Baptist church. He was a man of
much learning, and of such ministerial earnestness,
that it was commonly said that he preached at least
three hundred and sixty-five sermons in the year. It
was summer time, and I observed, that after an early
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breakfast, he would take his saddle-bags and retire
into the shade of the woods for about three hours.
For this purpose he always carried a volume or two of
solid reading ; and at that time was making a second
forest-perusal of Dwight’s Theology. By such de-
cision and self-denial, some men counteract all the
dissipating tendencies of itinerancy, while they are
enjoying its unspeakable advantages. But it is to be
observed that such self-control is seldom found, except
in those who have been previously subjected to most
vigorous scholastic training. Where there is a will,
there will be a way ; and the resolved purpose to be
well furnished for the work is scarcely ever frustrated.
But to carry out such a purpose, you must avoid a
thousand things, to which, at your age, you will be
tempted, and which consume time and preclude habits
of application.

Providence so orders it, that generally speaking,
the young pastor has a small charge. This is some-
times mortifying ; but it affords invaluable opportu-
nities for study, and so fits him for subsequent la-
bours, where he can scarcely call an hour his own.
There are many other respects, in which it is of vast
moment to let the character grow up and take its
settled form, in the shade of retirement. The danger
is (and it ought to be fully before your mind) that
you will use no more study than is necessary to meet
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the moderate demands of your little rural congrega-
tion ; if you yield to this, it may be safely predicted,
that you will never rise above the stature you have
already attained.

On these subjects, much is to be learned from
men of other professions ; and I have frequently been
struck with the analogy between the busy lawyer’s
life and ours. In this respect, the maxims of the late
Charles Butler, Esq., of Lincoln’s Inn, are worthy of
being transcribed ; especially as in addition to large
practice, and copious legal authorship, he published
a number of works on general literature and religion.
You will make the necessary modifications to adapt
it to clerical life. ~ Butler ascribes his saving of time
to these rules: “ Very early rising—a systematic di-
vision of his time—absence from all company and
from all diversions not likely to amuse him highly—
from reading, writing, or even thinking, on modern
party-politics—and, above all, never permitting a bit
or scrap of time to be unemployed—have supplied
him with an abundance of literary hours. His liter-
ary acquisitions are principally owing to the rigid
observance of four rules: 1. To direct his attention
to one literary topic only at a time; 2. To read the
best book upon it, consulting others as little as possi-
ble; 3. Where the subject was contentious, to read
the best book on each side; 4. To find out men of



LETTERS TO YOUNG MINISTERS. 125

information, and, when in their society, to listen, not
to talk.” ¢“It is pleasant to him to reflect, that
though few have exceeded him in the love or litera-
ture, or pursued it with greater delight, it never se-
duced, or was suspected by his professional friends of
seducing him, for one moment, from professional
duty.” * Here let me leave you for the present, con-
vinced that nothing impracticable is required of you,
which I hope will be still more fully sustained by my
next letter, which will be one of facts.

LETTER VI. .

LEARNED PASTORS.

Toe early Reformers and later Nonconformists
were fond of dwelling on the distinction between the
Pastor and the Doctor ; and the early New England
churches had both: as early indeed as the Second
Book of Discipline, the proper place was assigned to
the schoolmaster and the professor.t It ought to be

* Butler’s Reminiscences, p. 8.

+ “Under the name and office of a doctor, we comprchend also
the order in schooles, colledges, and universities, quhilk hes bene from
tyme to tyme carcfullie maintainit, als weill amang the Jewes and
Christians, as amangs the prophanc nations.”—See Book of D. ch.
v. § 4.
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a matter of devout thankfulness that God has in
every age dispensed to his Church both kinds of gifts;
and that while some have been eminent for the cure
of souls, others have been as signally fitted for the
didactic part. Yet the error would be egregious, if
you should think that the ordinary duties of the la-
borious pastor are incompatible with the pursuit of
learning. It is my present purpose to name some
men who have remarkably united the two: out of
a great number, I am forced by economy of space to
select a few.

Passing by Anugustine and the early Reformers,
as instances familiar to you, let me come to later
times. I have before me the works of RozerT BoLToN,
in five quartos. They are purely theological, prac-
tical, and experimental, and full of masculine elo-
quence. The margin is studded with citations from
classics, fathers, and scholastics, in the ancient
tongues. Bolton is often quoted by Baxter and
Flavel. He was probably the most powerful and
awakening preacher of his day, and greatly blessed
to the conversion of sinners. He wore himself out
with almost daily preaching, and the same patience
which led him to transcribe the whole of Ilomer and
comment on the whole of Aquinas was manifest in
the perpetual labours of his parish. BaTes needs no
commendation of his piety, his eloquence, or his
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learning : the point to be observed is, that he spent
his life in ministerial duty ; in his later years at Hack-
ney, where he was a predecessor of Matthew Henry.
His works evince as well his erudition as his pastoral
zeal. Jorx OweN and Ricuarp BaxtEer, whose works
by themselves make a library, were working pastors,
through as much of their life as was allowed to them
from persecution. Owen was about five years Vice-
Chancellor of the University of Oxford, but was even
then by no means without charge. But his great
ministerial attainments were made while he was con-
stantly exercising his ministry. The name of Baxter
is inseparably associated with his parish of Kidder-
minster. To look at his controversial works, over-
laden with enormous quotations from Chrysostom,
Jerome, Hales, Scotus, the Reformers, and the very
Jesuits, you would say he was never out of his study :
to look at his preachings, catechizings, visits, and im-
prisonments, you would say he was never in it. His
“ Reformed Pastor ” shows his standard in regard to
pastoral fidelity ; he probably came as near to it as
men ever do to their standards. Jonx Hows, the
least scholastic and most philosophic, if not angelie,
of the Puritans, carried on his amazing researches
par: passu with his pulpit and parish routine. e
was very early settled at Great Torrington, in Devon-
shire, where he remained until his ejectment. You
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perhaps remember his Latin correspondence, his man-
ner of keeping fast-days with his people, the favour
which he had with Cromwell, and his trials. Late in life
he preached in the metropolis. He was extraordinary
as an extemporaneous speaker, even in a day when
that mode was prevalent. Notwithstanding his per-
secutions and frequent removals, he managed to ac-
cumulate vast learning, without being any thing but
a preacher of the gospel. CaArNock deserves to be
named here. Less popular as a preacher, he was
equal as a scholar to those just mentioned ; being
versed in every part of learning, especially in the
originals of the Scripture. He was indefatigable with
his pen, and was one of those who confined himself
almost entirely to his study. But he still preaches
by his works. Epmunp CarLamy is famous, as one of
the authors of Smectymnuus, written in answer to
Bishop Hall’s Divine Right of Episcopacy : the title
indicates the writers’ names, by their initials, viz.,
S. Marshal, E. Calamy, T. Young, M. Newcomen,
W. Spurstow. No London preacher was favoured by
greater crowds, and that for twenty years: as many
as sixty coaches were sometimes drawn up at his
church. But he had not attained his fulness of prep-
aration, without some pains. 'While chaplain to
Bishop Felton, he studied sixteen hours a day ; read
over all Bellarmine and his answers ; read the school-
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men, particular Thomas Aquinas; and perused the
works of Augustine five times. Need I assert the
diligence or erudition of MarraEw PooL? Look at
his tall folios, especially his Synopsis Criticorum,
the fruit of ten years’ toil, during which he used to
rise at three and four o’clock. Yet in the evenings,
he could be “ exceedingly, but innocently merry, very
much diverting both himself and the company.” He
was pastor of St. Michaels’, London, fourteen years,
till the Bartholomews’ Day, and was a laborious
preacher. TuckNEY is memorable as the principal
writer of the Shorter Catechism. He was for a time
in Boston, as Mr. Cotton’s assistant, and afterwards
in St. Michaels’, just named. When ejected, he had
become master of St. John’s, Cambridge. Calamy
relates, in regard to the college elections, that Tuck-
ney used to say, “ No one shall have greater regard
to the truly godly than I; but I am determined to
choose none but sckolars : they may deceive me in
their godliness, but in their scholarship they cannot.”

How could I have postponed to this place dear
Jonx Fraver? No one needs to be told how pious,
how faithful, how tender, how rich, how full of
unction, are his works. In no writer have the highest
truths of religion been more remarkably brought
down to the lowest capacity ; yet with no sinking of
the doctrine, and with a perpetual sparkle and zest, be-

6*
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- longing to the most generous liquor. It has always
been a wonder to me, how Flavel could maintain
such simplicity and naiveté, and such childlike and
almost frolicksome grace, amidst the multiform studies
which he pursued. I can account for it only by his
having been constantly among the people, in actual
duty as a pastor. Opening one of his volumes, at
random, I find quotations, often in Greek and Latin,
and in the order here annexed, from Cicero, Pope
Adrian, Plato, Chrysostom, Horace, Ovid, Luther,
Bernard, Claudian, Menander, and Petronius. His
residence at Dartmouth would afford a multitude of
pastoral instances, if this were our present object.
Josera CaAryry, the voluminous commentator on
Job, was a preacher in London, as far as the intoler-
ance of the times permitted. The same church was
served by Dr. John Owen, David Clarkson, Dr.
Chauncy, Dr. Watts, and Dr. Savage. Tromas Goop-
wiN was one of the greater Puritan divines; re-
corded in the University-register at Oxford, as “in
scriptis in re theologica quamplurimis orbi notus.”
Living in days of tribulation, he was more migratory
than he could have wished ; but the preaching of the
gospel was his great work. At first he sought the
praise of learned elegance, but ¢ in the end,” says he,
¢ this project of wit and vainglory was wholly sunk
in my heart, and I left all; and have continued in that
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purpose and practice these three-score years; and I
never was 80 much as tempted to put into a sermon
my own withered flowers that I had gathered, and
valued more than diamonds, but have preached what
I thought was truly edifying, either for conversion of
souls, or bringing them up to eternal life.”

Other less noted ministers there were among the
Nonconformists, known on earth for their learning,
and in heaven for their converting of sinners from the
error of their ways. Such a man was PETER VINKE,
of London, memorialized in a funcral sermon by John
Howe. He was a universal scholar. His latinity
was celebrated, and he kept constant journals in the
Latin tongue. But yet more remarkable was he for
humble, painful, affectionate, gospel labour. ¢ From
his memorials, it appears that he was much in ad-
miring God for what he had done for him and his,
especially for assisting him in his ministerial work,
and particularly at the Lord’s Supper.” Some place
ought to be given to JomN Quicke, author of the
Synodicon, which is even now one of the best re-
positories of facts, respecting the Reformed Church
in France. He was a good scholar and an animated
and successful preacher. In his days of health, he
used to be in his study at 2 o’clock in the morning.
He was greatly concerned for the persecuted Hugue-
nots, and zealous for the upholding of a learned minis-
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try. He loved preaching so well that he was seized
in the pulpit, in 1663, and made long trial of prison
fare. Yet when a cavalierjustice threatened him
with a distant gaol, Quicke replied, “I know not
where you are sending me, but this I am sure of, my
heart is as full of comfort as it can hold.” Georce
Hucaes, of Plymouth, was one who united successful
study with constant evangelical activity. He was
indefatigable in his ministerial work, and much de-
voted to the private exercises of piety. He preached
twice the Sabbath before he died, being sixty-four
years of age. In a period, when learned men were
not scarce, Mr. Hughes had the reputation of being
an admirable critic and expositor, and well acquainted
with every part of theology. Baxter considered his
Aaron’s Rod Blossoming, as onc of the best books on
affliction. Here might be mentioned Gouge, Truman,
Williams, the Henrys and the Mathers; but I will
close my list of Puritans, properly so called, with the
name of good Mr. JessEy, the Baptist, whose quaint
visage, with beard, bands, and Geneva-cap, adorns
the Nonconformist’s Memorial. Besides constant lg-
bours in the ministry, he was much concerned about
bringing out a new translation of the Bible; for he
was a proficient in Hebrew, Syriac, and the Rabbins.
For the age in which he lived, it is a singular fact
that Mr. Jessey had such regard for the poor Jews at
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Jerusalem, that he collected for them, and transmitted
to Palestine £300, and with this sent letters to win
them over to Christianity. The inscription which he
put over his study-door has often been copied :

AMICE, QUISQUE HUC ADES;
AUT AGITO PAUCIS; AUT ABI:
AUT ME LABORANTEM ADJUVA.

The grace of God did not leave our Scottish fore-
fathers without some striking examples of parochial
studies and successes. The value which they set
upon ministerial learning is inscribed on the constitu-
tion of our Church. It could not be otherwise, where
the foundations were laid by such hands as those of
Knox, Buchanan, and the Melvills. There is no
modern satiric verse in Latin, more resembling the
most biting of Catnllus, than the Franciscanus of
Buchanan, and sundry memorable epigrams of An-
drew Melvill. Joun Row, of Perth, lived in times
of disquietude, and is chiefly remembered for his un-
common experiences; yet we must not forget, that
the youth who boarded with him, spoke nothing but
Latin, and that the lesson of Scripture read before
and after meals, was always either Hebrew or Greek.
Joux McBirxie “ used aways to have, when he rode,
two Bibles hanging at a leathern girdle about his
middle, the one original, the other English.” When



134 THOUGHTS ON PREACHING.

James MevviL was dying, he repeated a number of
the Psalms in Hebrew. Rorerr Bruck, that saintly
preacher, favoured beyond most with near approaches
to God in prayer, and marvellous power in awaken-
ing sinners ; and whose life you ought to examine in
detail, thus speaks of himself in old age :—*“I have
been a continued student, and I hope I may say it
without offence, that he is not within the isle of
Britain, of my age, that takes greater pains upon his
Bible.” But he understood Luther’s bdene ordsse.
John Livingstone was one morning at Mr. Bruce’s
house, when he came out of his closet with his face
swollen with weeping ; he had been praying for Dr.
Alexander Leighton, who was pilloried in London,
and for himself that he had not been counted worthy
to suffer. In his public prayers, “ every sentence was
a strong bolt shot up to heaven.” Of his success,
Didoclavius says, “ Plura animarum millia Christo
lucrifecit.” Davip Dicksox’s name is a precious
ointment in Scotland. He was exceedingly blessed
in an age of wonderful revivals. Multitudes were
convinced and converted by his means while he was
at Irvine, to which place they flocked from a great
distance around. He was an active and fearless
member of the General Assemblies of that stormy
time. The Sum of Saving Knowledge was dictated
by bim and his friend Mr. Durham. He was the



LETTERS TO YOUNG MINISTERS. 135

author of the hymn, “ O Mother dear, Jerusalem,”
which has since suffered so many garblings and
transformations. When dying, he was asked by Mr.
Livingstone, how he found himself. He replied, « I
have taken all my good deeds, and all my bad deeds,
and cast them through each other in a heap before
the Lord, and fled from both, and betaken myself to
the Lord Jesus Christ, and in him I have sweet
peace.” Dickson was the author of several learned
works ; one of these, Zherapeutica Sacra, is a quarto
volume, in the Latin language. In his latter years,
he was professor of theology at Glasgow.*

WiLLiax GurHRIE, author of the Christian’s Great
Interest, was one of the most graceful, elegant, accom-
plished, and commanding preachers that Scotland
ever possessed. He belonged to a small class of men
who have blended eminent devotion with charms of
manner. Far from being a recluse, he excelled in
manly exercises, induged in angling, fowling, and
hurling on the ice, by which he maintained vigorous
health. To say that he was admired and loved by
Rutherford, is almost enough. His prayers were
such that whole assemblies were melted into tears.
Of his authorship, Dr. Owen once said, pulling out a
little gilded copy of the Great Interest, * That author

* Select Biog. Wodrow Soc. vol. ii. p. 114.
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I take to be one of the greatest divines that ever
wrotc ; it is my vade-mecum, and I carry it and the
Sedan New Testament, still about with me. I have
written several folios, but there is more divinity in it
than in them all.” Guthrie laboured most of his life
in one place, and with such success, that there were
hardly any in his charge who were not brought to a
profession of faith and the worship of God in their
families. Ilis favourite employment was the study
of the Secriptures, which he read much in the original.
Next to Guthrie I must mention Saxver. RuTHERFORD §
but how shall I mention him? Christians of the
present day, knowing him chiefly by his letters,
which glow with heavenly love, scarcely remember
that he was one of the most learned men of his age.
Indeed, it is hard to say whether he was greater as a
pastor or an author. He was professor as well as
preacher. He commonly rose about three in the
morning. e spent all his time either in prayer, or
reading and writing, or visiting families. His works
arc numerous, learned, and argumentative, both in
Latin and English. Read his Letters; they will
prove to you that great study need not quench the
flame of devotion. ¢ Rutherford’s Letters,” says Mr.
Cecil, “is one of my classics. Were truth the beam,
I have no doubt, that if Homer, and Virgil, and
Horace, and all that the world has agreed to idolize,
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were weighed against that book, they would be lighter
than vanity. Ile is a real original.” *

The whole space allotted to this letter would be
little enough for speaking of GEorGE GiLLEsPIE. It
is the common opinion of Presbyterians, that taking
his learning and eloquence in connexion with his
youth, Gillespie must be regarded as a prodigy. He
accompanied Henderson and Baillie to the West-
minster Assembly, in which body, notwithstanding
his youth, he shone as a distinguished light. His
learning was extraordinary, for exactness as well as
compass, and in debate he joined the highest inspira-
tion to the most complete scholastic training. Still
he was the humble, pious preacher, relying on his
God, as well in the disputation as the sermon. The
members of the Assembly usually kept little books,
in which to note the arguments to be answered, and
the heads of their speeches; but when Gillespie’s
book was looked into, it was found to contain only
such entries as these : “ Lord, send light! Lord, give
assistance ! Lord, defend thine own cause!” If you
would be convinced of his learning, read his masterly
and famous work against the Erastians, entitled
Aaron’s Rod Blossoming. It is no vain boast, when
he says of this book in his preface: ¢« As I have not

# Rutherford was called to a professorship in Utrecht, as Ames
bad long before been to one in Franeker.
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dealt with their nauci, but with their nucleus, I have
not scratched at their shell, but taken out their kernel,
(sueh as it is,) I have not declined them, but encoun-
tered, yca, sought them out where their strength was
greatest, where their arguments were hardest, and
their exceptions most probable; so no man may de-
cline or dissemble the strength of my arguments, in-
ferences, authorities, answers, and replies, nor think
it enough to lift up an axe against the outermost
branches, when he ought to strike at the root.” He
speaks of the time bestowed on this most weighty and
seasonable work, as gained with difficulty from his
parochial cares. This list might be easily increased.
There was HALYBURTON, noted as a deeply experienced
believer and a devoted preacher, as well as a student,
theologian, and author. There was Tromas Bosrox,
thought of generally, in connexion with his sermons
and his Fourfold State, but who also wrote the Z7ac-
tatus Stigmologicus, a quarto on the Hebrew accents,
and was a consummate biblical scholar. In later
days we have had the Erskmwes, Macravry, and
'WirraERSPOON, Whose reputation as a man of learning
was formed before he left his pastoral charge.

If my knowledge extended a little more into the
Reformed Churches of France and Holland, I might
doubtless add to these examples. One thing is cer-
tain, the great scholars and great authors of these



LETTERS TO YOUNG MINISTERS. 139

countries, whether professors or pastors, were men
laden with the burden of preaching. If my memory
fails me not, the celebrated BocuarrT, a polyglot of
erudition, was the minister of a small church. At and
after the time of the Synod of Dort, (the most bril-
liant era of Reformed theology,) learning was dili-
gently cultivated by private pastors. The late Dr.
Livineston, a pupil of DE Moor, may be taken as a
specimen, in this respect, of what was considered
ministerial training in Holland, a century ago.

Our own country abounds in examples of minis-
terial learning. We speak of President Edwards;
but how short a time was he president! Ilis stores
of knowledge were treasured while he was at North-
ampton and Stockbridge ; where, as a descendant re-
lated to me, he did not know his own cows, and was
go stingy of his time, as to wait in his study till the
very instant when dinner was served in the ad-
joining room, and always retired to his books the
moment he had finished his sparing meal : a practice
to be condemned without hesitation. I need not re-
call to you the men whose names are familiar, as
having lived nearer to our own times, such as Dicki-
80N, WADDEL, Mason, WiLsoN, GrEEN, RicE, SPEECE,
Hoer, and Marraews. If it were proper, I could
still more casily record the names of clergymen still
living, who add to the constant labours of the minis-
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try, regular and persistent efforts to discipline the
understanding and ehrich the heart by private study.
It is with the humble hope of stimulating you to at-
tempt the like that I have collected the materials of
this somewhat fragmentary letter.

LETTER VII.

ON EXTEMPORANEOUS PREACHING.

You desire some information from me about ex-
temporaneous preaching. Before I throw on paper
my desultory thoughts, I beg leave to premise that
you must expect nothing from me in the spirit of
those censors who, in the language of King James’s
translators, “give liking unto nothing but what is
framed by themselves, and hammered on their own
anvil.” After about thirty years of talking for my
Master, often in a method ex Zempore enough to satisfy
the most rigorous, I cannot forget that there have
been other anvils before mine, and that their work
has been turned off by such workmen as Edwards,
Davies, and Chalmers. I am not ready to say that
their ¢ reading ” was no “preaching.” This prefatory
disclaimer will embolden me to use some freedom in
recommending the method of free utterance.
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You have expressed fears as to your ever becom-
ing an extemporaneous preacher, and I shall confine
myself to practical advices. Many who have excelled
in this may have had fears like yours. My counsel
is, that you boldly face the obstacles, and begin ex
abrupto. The longer you allow yourself to become
fixed in another and exclusive habit, the greater will
be your difficulty in throwing it aside. Some of the
authors whom I respect and shall quote below, rec-
ommend a beginning by gradual approaches; such
as committing to memory a part, and then going on
from that impulge. This is what Cicero illustrates
by the fine comparison of a boat which is propelled
by its original impulse, and comes up to the shore
even when the oars are taken in. Others tell you to
throw in passages extemporaneously amidst your
written materials ; as one who swims with corks, but
occasionally leaves them. Doubtless many have prof-
ited by such devices; yet if called on to prescribe
the very best method, I should not prescribe these.
Again, therefore, I say, begin at once. "When a friend
of mine, who was a pupil of Benjamin West, once in-
quired of the celebrated Gilbert Stuart, then at work
in London, how young persons should be taught to
paint, he replied: “ Just as puppies are taught to
swim—cnuck THEM IN | ”  No one learns to swim in
the sea of preaching without going into the water.
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Such observation as I have been able to employ
suggests the following reason for the advice which I
am giving you. The whole train of operations is dif-
ferent in reading or reciting a discourse and in pro-
nouncing it extempore. If I may borrow a figure from
engines, the mind is geared differently. No man goes
from one track to the other without a painful jog at
the “switch.” And this is, I suppose, the reason
why Dr. Chalmers, in a passage which I reserve for
you, cautions his students against every attempt to
mingle reading with free speaking. It is not unlike
trying to speak in two languages, which reminds me
of what a learned friend once observed to me in Paris,
concerning the Cardinal Mezzofanti ; that this won-
derful linguist, when he left one of his innumerable
tongues to speak in another, always made a little
pause and wet his lips, as if to make ready for going
over all at once. It requires the practice of years to
dovetail an extemporaneous paragraph gracefully into
a written sermon.

As I am perfectly convinced that any man can
learn to preach extempore who can talk extempore,
always provided that he has somewhat to say, my
earnest advice to you is that you never make the at-
tempt without being sure of your matter. Of all the
defects of utterance I have ever known the most
serious is having nothing to utter. You will say that
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is not extemporancous which is prepared, and, ety-
‘mologically, you are doubtless right. But the purely
impromptu method, or the taking of a text ad aper-
turam libre, is that towards which I shall give you
no help, as believing it to be the worst method possi-
ble; for however suddenly you may ever be called
upon to preach, you will choose to fall back to a cer-
tain extent, upon some train of thought which you
have previously matured. In all your experiments,
therefore, secure by premeditation a good amount of
material, and let it be digested and arranged in your
head, according to an exact partition and a logical
concatenation. The more completely this latter pro-
vision is attended to, the less will be the danger of
losing your self-possession or your chain of ideas. I
lay the more stress on this because it must commend
itself to you as having a just and rational basis.
Common sense must admit that the great thing is to
have the matter. All speaking which does not pre-
suppose this is a sham. And of method, the same
may be observed with regard to the speaker which is
enjoined by all judicious teachers with regard to the
hearer, namely, that even if divisions and subdivisions
are not formally announced, they should be clearly
before the mind, as affording a most important clue
in the remembrance of what has been prepared.
Early extemporaneous efforts are frequently made
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futile or injurious by the unwise selection of a topic.
The opprobrium of this mode of preaching is the
empty rant of some who use it. Preachers there are
who have mighty vociferation, extreme volubility,
highly coloured diction, and glorious pageantry of
metaphor, but who prove nothing, teach nothing, and
effect nothing. Inexperienced speakers fancy that
they shall have most to say upon a sentimental, an
imaginative, or a hortatory topic. There is a snare in
this. The more special the subject, the richer will be
the flow of thought: let me recommend to you two
classes of subjects above all others, for your early at-
tempts—first, exposition of the Scripture text, and
secondly, the proof of some theological point. Argu-
mentative discourse is best fitted to open the fountains
of speech in one whose words flow scantily. There is
no one fit to speak at all who does not grow warm in
debate. And still more specially confutation of error
is adapted to promote self-possession, which, as we shall
see, is & prime quality in extempore speaking.

It is hardly possible for any man to produce valu-
able matter in a purely academical exercise. Hence
it is all-important to practise bona fide preaching be-
forc a real audience. All pretences there vanish;
there is an object to be gained ; and the true springs
of preaching arc unsealed. This is the discipline by
which all great cxtemporaneous speakers have reached
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facility and eminence. You cannot do better, there-
fore, than to seek some humble by-place where souls
are desiring salvation, there to pour into their uncritical
ears the truths which, I trust, burn in your heart. I
can warrant you that a few weeks of exhortation to
awakened sinners will show you the use of your weap-
ons in this kind. Revivals of religion always train
up off-hand speakers. It was my privilege to be
early acquainted with the late Dr. Nettleton. I
heard him in most favourable circumstances in Pitts-
field, four-and-thirty years ago, and again at two later
perio::ls. Though one of the most solid, textual, and
methodical speakers, he usually laid no paper before
him. His speaking in the pulpit was exactly like his
speaking by the fireside. I introduce his name for
the purpose of reciting his observation that in the
great awakenings of Connecticut, in which he la-
boured with such amazing results, he scarcely ever
remained in any parish of which the minister did not
acquire the same extemporaneous gift.

If you press me to say which is absolutely the
best practice in regard to ¢ notes,” properly so called,
that is, in distinction from a complete manuscript, I
unhesitatingly say, use NoNE. Carry no scrap of writ-
ing into the pulpit. Let your scheme, with all its
branches, be written on your meuntal tablet. The
practice will be invaluable. I know & public speaker

7
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about my own age, who has never employed a note
of any kind. But while this is a counsel for which,
if you follow it you will thank me as long as you
live, I am pretty sure you have not courage and self-
denial to make the venture. And I admit that some
great preachers have been less vigorous. The late
Mr. Wirt, himself one of the most classical and bril-
liant extempore orators of America, used to speak in
admiration of his pastor, the beloved Nevins of Balti-
more. Now, having often counselled with this elo-
quent clergyman, I happen to know that while his
morning discourses were committed to memory, his
afternoon discourses were from a ¢ brief.” A greater
orator than either, who was at the same time a friend
of both, thus advised a young preacher: “In your
case,” said Summerfield, “I would recommend the
choice of a companion or two, with whom you could
accustom yourself to open and amplify your thoughts
on a portion of the word of God in the way of lecture.
Choose a copious subject, and be not anxious to say
all that might be said. Let your efforts be aimed at
giving a strong outline ; the filling up will be much
more easily attained. Prepare a skeleton of your
leading ideas, branching them off into their sec-
ondary relations. This you may have before you.
Digest well the subject, but be not careful to choose
your words previous to your delivery. Follow out



LETTERS TO YOUNG MINISTERS. 147

the idea with such language as may offer at the mo-
ment. Don’t be discouraged if you fall down a hun-
dred times ; for though you fall, you shall risc again ;
and cheer yourself with the prophet’s challenge, ¢ Who
hath despised the day of small things?’” If any
words of mine could be needed to reinforce the opin-
ion of the most enchanting speaker I ever heard, I
should employ them in fixing in your mind the coun-
sel not to prepare your words. Certain preachers, by
a powerful and constraining discipline, have acquired
the faculty of mentally rehearsing the entire discourse
which they were to deliver, with almost the precise
language. This is manifestly no more extemporane-
ous preaching than if they had written down every
word in a book. It is almost identical with what is
called memoriter preaching. But if you would avail
yourself of the plastic power of excitement in a great
assembly to create for the gushing thought a mould
of fitting diction, you will not spend a moment on the
words, following Horace :

“ Verbaque provisam rem non invita sequentur.”

Nothing more effectually ruffles that composure
of mind which the preacher needs, than to have a dis-
jointed train of half-remembered words floating in the
mind. For which reason few persons have ever been
successful in a certain method which I have seen pro-
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posed, to wit : that the young speaker should prepare
his manuseript, give it a thorough reading before-
hand, and then preach with a general recollection
of its contents. The result is that the mind isin a
libration and pother, betwixt the word in the paper
and the probably better word which comes to the tip
of the tongue. Generally speaking, the best possible
word is the one which is born of the thought in the
presence of the assembly. And the less you think
about words as a separate affair, the better they will
be. My sedulous endeavour is then to carry your
attention back to the great earnest business of con-
veying God’s message to the soul; being convinced
that here as elsewhere the secking of God’s kingdom
and righteousness will best secure subordinate mat-
ters.

No candid observer can deny to the Wesleyans
extraordinary success in extemporaneous preaching.
‘While the lowest class of their itinerants are all rant
and bellow, their mode of gradual training, in class-
meetings, in societies, and finally in immense out-
" door gatherings, is one of the best for bringing out
whatsoever natural gifts there may be among their
young men ; and hence they have from the very days
of the Wesleys, had an unbroken succession of elo-
quent men in their first rank. You will call to mind
Newton, Summerfield, and other familiar names. A



LETTERS TO YOUNG MINISTERS. 149

traditionary manner of elevated discourse, at once
colloquial and passionate, has no doubt been handed
down from the origin of the society. There is an ac-
count of Charles Wesley’s début, which cannot fail to
interest you. It was in the year 1738, and in the
little church of St. Antholin, Watling street, originally
founded in the fourteenth century that he first at-
tempted to fly from the nest. ¢ Seeing so few pres-
ent,” says he, “I thought of preaching extempore;
afraid, yet I ventured on the promise, ¢ Lo, I am with
you alway,’ and spoke on justification, from Romans
iii. for three-quarters of an hour without hesitation.
Glory be to God, who keepeth his promise for-
ever!”* Which reminds me to quote Mr. Monod
in another place, and to assure you that the true way
of being raised above the fear of man in your early
services is to be much filled with the fear of God ;
and that the only just confidence of the preacher is
confidence in the promised assistance of God. Until
you cease to regard the preaching of the word as in
any sense a rhetorical exercise, it matters little whether
you read or speak, or what method of preparation is.
adopted ; you will be “ as sounding brass or a tink-
ling cymbal.”

Contrary to my supposition when I began, the
sequel will demand at least one letter more.

* Life of Charles Wesley, p. 147.
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LETTER VIII.

ON EXTEMPORANEOUS PREACHING.

You will have observed thatin my remarks on
this topic, I have not directly approached the ques-
tion touching the comparative excellence of this
method. One must have lived in a very narrow
glen and drawn few lessons from observation, not to
have discovered long ago that there are different
ways of accomplishing the same great ends in Provi-
dence, and that a beautiful variety of methods is used
in the dispensation of the Spirit. Much that is written
on these matters is a covert self-landation ; or, as was
harshly said of Reynolds’s Lectures on Painting and
Sculpture, “ a good apology for bad practice.” But
while you allow your brethren to write and even to
read their discourses, you nevertheless desire some
hints as to your own discipline in the freer method.
If long experiment, innumerable blunders, and un-
feigned regrets, can qualify any one to counsel you,
I am the man ; for all my life I have felt the struggle
between a high ideal and a most faulty practice.
But what I offer with an affectionate desire for your
profiting is derived rather from the successes of others
than from my own failures.
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Argumentative discourse, the most methodical,
connected, orderly, close, and finished, may be con-
veyed without previous writing. The forum and the
deliberative assembly afford the demonstration. It is
not true that writing insures ratiocinative treatment ;
it is not true that what is loosely called extempora-
neous speech necessitates incoherent declamation. A
few of us remember with pleasure that great but sin-
gular man, James P. Wilson, of the First Church,
Philadelphia. His spare figure, his sitting posture,
his serene, bloodless countenance, his gentle cough,
his fan, all rise to make up the picture. There was
no elevation of voice, there was no appeal to sensi-
bility. All was analytic exposition, erudite citation,
linked argument. Yet, from the beginning to the
end of his long ministry, he never brought any manu-
script into the pulpit.  As this has been questioned,
his own words may be cited as testimony valid up to
the year 1810 ; they are otherwise valuable in regard
to their exemplary candour. Speaking of himself as
a preacher, he says :—*“ He never committed to mem-
ory, nor read a sermon or lecture in public since he
began the ministry. This statement is designed as
an apology both for the shortness and other defects of
these preparations, which were composed chiefly for
privateuse.” * Thelate President Dwight—certainly

* Jecturcs on some of the Parables. Phil. 1810 Preface.
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not from any incapacity to handle the pen—during
the latter years of his life, when his eyes were failing,
preached ex tempore those great sermons which after-
wards, at his dictation, were written down, and so
constitute his System of Theology. The excellent
Commentary of McGhee on the Ephesians was taken
down in short-hand from his extemporaneous lectures.
The same is true of Gaussen’s Lectures on the Apoca-
lypse. But why cite recent instances, when we know
that all the sermons of Augustine, and a great part
of Calvin’s expositions were thus prepared? Let this
fully rid your mind of the conceit of Freshmen, that
to preach ex tempore, is to preach what is empty,
loose, or turgescent. Let it further conduct you to
what is the puppis et prora of the whole matter,
namely, that every thing in a sermon is secondary to
its contents. ’

Among continental divines the reading of sermons
may in general terms be said to be unknown. The
normal method is that of pronouncing from mem-
ory what has been carefully written. This is so ad-
mitted a point, that special rules are laid down, in all
" homiletical instructions, concerning the time and man-
ner of getting the concept (a most convenient term)
by heart. Yet many Italian, French, and German
preachers, and among them some of the greatest,
easily slidesinto the way of premeditative discourse.
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Where a particular method has had some prevalence
for centuries, it is natural to expect useful maxims.
Let me, therefore, quote the recommendations of a
few judicious writers. Consider then what is pro-
posed by Ebrard, Consistorial Councillor in Spire;
but take it on his great authority, not on mine :—
“ Committing to memory should be a renewed medita-
tion of the expression. When the sermon has been
concocted, let the preacher, on a quarto sheet (no
more is needed) draw off a mnemonical sketch ; that
is, indicate the thoughts or those clusters of thought,
accordingly as his memory is strong or weak, by a
single phrase, or mnemonic catchword. Let him set
down these in a tabular way, strikingly, so that the
lines may fall into shapes to seize the eye. Now let
him throw aside his manuscript and try, by the aid
of this paper, to reproduce the sermon; that is, to
invent afresh equivalent expressions.” I have already
advanced reasons against all such cumbering of the
mind ; but my zeal for unbounded liberty and devel-
opment of subjective peculiarities, leaves me to offer
it to you for what it is worth. The remarks of an
equally celebrated man, Professor Hagenback of
Bile, are less exceptionable: ¢ Whether a sermon
shall be written and committed to memory, or shall
be elaborated only in the mind, must be determined
by individual peculiarity, and is a question on which
7*
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theory has not much to say. In every case, this pro-
cess of memory must be regarded as a transient one,
from which nothing goes over to the actual delivery.
Even where the sermon has been written, it must be
conceived by the mind as something spoken, and not
as something composed.” Schleiermacher, who al-
ways extemporized, is reported to have said that this
was the proper method for tranquil natures, while
those less equable should fix the thought and expres-
sion by careful writing. On the other hand, Rosen-
kranz observes :—* Our early familiarity with books
and writing and our small acquaintance with think-
ing, especially among the learned class, may account
for our making so little of extemporaneous discourse.”
And the enthusiastic and eloquent Gossner character-
istically says :—‘ The Holy Ghost at Pentecost dis-
tributed fiery tongues, and not pens.” The motto of
the great and pious Bengel was, “ Much thinking,
little writing;” yet he wrote down his divisions.
These gleanings will suffice to disclose to you the
German mind on this subject. What you may gather
from all these eminent preachers is, that whatever be
your particular method, nothing can be accomplished
without laborious thought.

There is a caution, derived from personal misad-
venture, which I would seek to impress upon you,
with reference to your early trials. Beware of undue
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length. Do not undertake to say every thing, which
is the secret of tiresomeness. Oh, the grievousness
even of calling to memory the exhaustive and ex-
hausting teachers of patience! Avoid the notion of
those who think they must occupy up a certain time,
as by hour-glass. Fifteen minutes, well and wisely
filled, can insure a better sermon than two hours of
platitude and repetition. Touch and go in these early
attempts. Only be on the watch for moments when
the thought unexpectedly thaws out and flows, and
give the current free course. Beginners, who appre-
hend a paucity of matter, and have small power of
amplification, will be much relieved by carrying out
the scheme or plan of their sermon into more numer-
ous subdivision. On each of these, something can
certainly be said, especially if, after the Scotch meth-
od, each particular is fortified with a Scripture pas-
sage. Neither in these exercises, nor in any other,
act upon the mean policy of reserving your good
things till afterwards. Believe, with Sir Walter
Scott, that the mind is not like poor milk, which can
bear but one creaming. Therefore, always do your
best. It is unfair in some who lament the decay of
extemporaneous preaching to assume that it has gone
altogether into desuctude in the Northern States.
This is so far from being the case that there is scarcely
a settled pastor of my acquaintance who does not fre-
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quently, if not every week, address his smaller audi-
ences without what, in Scotland, are called the
papers.” Some of the happiest efforts I have heard,
were made by preachers who elaborate their more im-
portant discourses by thorough writing. It is in such
meetings, then, as these that the young preacher will
find his most favourable school of practice. Here he
will be sustained by the sympathy of pious and loving
fellow-Chrstians, who, with minds remote from every
thing like critical inquisition, will seek from the pas-
tor’s lips the word of life. I strongly advise you to
seek out and delight in such assemblages. If they
interest you, they will interest those who hear you;
and the more you forget the scholar and the orator,
the more will you attain the qualities of the successful
preacher. It was in such free gatherings, where for-
malism was excluded, and discourse was colloquial,
that Venn, Houseman, Cecil, Simeon, Scott, Martyn,
Richmond, Scholefield, Carus, and other blessed ser-
vants of God in the English Church, learned to break
through the trammels of the age. It was my great
privilege to hear Professor Scholefield preach a warm
extempore discourse to a crowded assembly in St.
Andrew’s Church, Cambridge. The theme was the
repentance of Ahab; and as I listened to the plain,
evangelical, ardent utterance of this simple-hearted
Christian. I could hardly persuade myself thet I had
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before me the celebrated Greek editor and accom-
plished successor of Porson. Who can calculate the
blessings conferred on Great Britain and the world
through the labours of Charles Simeon and his
school ?

In order to give a turn still more practical to my
advices, I will throw them into hortatory form. Sin-
gle out some service among the most serious of your
neighbours, and where you can be undisturbed in
your sincere endeavoyy to do them good. Aim hon-
estly at having the devotional sentiment uppermost.
Block out your matter with much care and exactness,
and assure yourself of perfect acquaintance with the
entire order. Set about the work with an expecta-
tion of being very short. Do not allow yourself to
dally long with any single point. Be simple, be nat-
ural, be moderate, and use no means to pump up
fictitious emotion ; above all, use no tricks of voice or
gesture to express emotion which you do not expe-
rience. On this point I will copy for you Ebrard’s
comic advice, which may suggest something even by
its exaggeration and caricature :—“ The preacher
should not seek to make the thing finer than it really
is. He should not prank common-place thoughts
with rhetorical ornaments. He should not attempt
by verbal artifice a pathos which is foreign to his
heart. Let him say what he has to say clearly and
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naturally. This is what is meant by the rule—Not a
word more than the thing itself carries along with it.
If the preacher’s heart is warm and excited, this move-
ment and animation will find natural expression in
words. Pectus facit disertam. In like manner in-
dividual colouring will take care of itself; so that if
two preachers trcat the same text, and in the same
view of it, the proverb shall still hold true of them,
¢If two do the same, it is not the same they do ;> Duo
81 faciunt idem, non est idem. A One will unintention-
ally speak more warmly and nobly than the other.
These two constituents, to wit, warmth and individual
colouring, enter of their own accord; the latter we
need not seek, the former we ought not. The desire to
preach a fine sermon is a sin.” And in regard to the
vicious amplification of slender minds he thus writes :
—=¢ Instead of saying in plain terms, ¢ Every thing on
carth is transitory,’” and clenching it by a verse out of
the Psalms, [such a preacher] says :—¢ Let us cast our
cyes upon the flowers of the field, the slender lilies in
their silver lustre, the glow of the rose, the blossom-
ing decoration of the trees, which gladden us with
their fruits—Oh, how refreshing to our cyes are these
sights in the vernal season! But, alas! that which
was blooming yesterday, droops withering to the
earth to-day! A mortal breath sweeps over the
scene, and the frail flower sinks weak and sickly to
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the ground !’ How beautiful | —Nay, more, it is won-
derful, among these flowrets of amplification, that not
only a simple thought, but sometimes the veriest nega-
tion of thought, a mere logical category without con-
tents, may be dressed up in pompous words. ‘Every
man has proof already of God’s goodness and provi-
dence.’ Here proceed to inflate the ¢ every man’ thus:
—*Go and ask the aged ; ask the young; go to the
man of hoary hairs, whose silver locks tend towards
the earth; go to the children gambolling amid the
grass ; the sprightly boy ; the aspiring youth; abide
in the circle of friends, in the faithful home, or speed
away in the distance; traverse the foaming flood of
the perturbed ocean ; fly to the north, the south, the
cast, or the west; go, I say and ask where thou wilt
and whom thou wilt ; the sage and the fool ; inquire
of his experience, and thou shalt find in the history of
each and every one traces of divine providence and
proofs of divine benevolence, &c.” * The American
variety may differ from the German ; but you recog-
nize in this a familiar mode of beating the matter out
thin, which disgraces such extempore haranguers as
attempt ¢ to split the ears of the groundlings; who,
for the most part, are capable of nothing but inexpli-
cable dumb shows and noise.” The consideration of
this will, I am very sure, guard you against striving
* Ebrard Prakt. Theologie, p. 841.
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after protraction of talk and grandiloquent blowing
up of common thoughts. Therefore content yourself
for some time with being true, intelligible and ear-
nest, without any remarkable flights of eloquence ; for
I wish to see you fairly established on your skates be-
fore you essay pirouettes and double-eights upon the
ice. But manum de tabula.

LETTER IX.

ON EXTEMPORANEOUS PREACHING.

Ir the least thought had crossed my mind that
familiar advices on a point which interests you would
have grown from one letter to three, I should cer-
tainly have attempi;ed a more formal disposition of
these desultory remarks. Take them, however, as
they rise and flow. Ihave written in earnest, because I
know your solicitude and augur your success. Do me
the justice to believe that I am not exalting my own
little method as the only one in which excellence may
be attained. I should painfully doubt my enlarge-
ment of view and maturity of judgment, if I felt my-
self sliding into such a pedantry. From our own
poor pedestrian level let us look up at the mighty
preachers of the past—the Bossuets, Whitefields,
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‘Wesleys, Chalmerses, and Masons, and own that
God accomplishes his gracious ends not only by a
variety of instruments, but in a variety of ways.
If there is any maxim which you might inscribe
on your seal-ring and your pen, it is this, Be your-
self. As Kant says, every man has his own way
of preserving health, so we may assert that every true
servant of the gospel has his own way of being a
preacher ; and I pray that you may never fall among
a people so untutored or so straitened as to be willing
to receive the truth only by ome sort of conduit.
Every genuine preacher becomes such, under God, in
a way of his own and by a secret discipline. But
after having reached a certain measure of success, it
will require much humility, much knowledge of the
world, and much liberality of judgment, to preserve
him from erecting his own methods into a standard
for even all the world. .
When you resolve to attempt preaching ex tem-
pore, in the qualified sense of that phrase, you by no
means renounce order, correctness, or elegance. Of
all these we have repeatedly known as great exam-
ples in those who did not write as in those who did.
All these qualities will be found to depend less on
writing or not writing, than on the entire previous
discipline. As well might you say that no one can
speak good grammar unless he has previously written.
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‘Whether he speaks good grammar or not depends on his
breeding in the nursery, in school, and in society. He
who has been trained cannot but speak good English ;
and so of the rest. You have read what Cicero says
concerning the latinity of the old model orators—they
could not help it: “Ne cupientes quidem, potuerunt
logut, nisi Latine.”* Madison, Ames, Wirt, Webster,
or Everett, could not be cornered into bad English.
Cicero goes aside even in his great ethical treatise to
relate with gusto how delicious was the Latin speech
of the whole family of Catulli+ And in regard as

well to this as to flow of words, he lays down the

grand principle when he says: “Abundance of mat-

ter begets abundance of words; and if the things

spoken of possess nobleness, there will be derived from

that nobleness, a certain splendour of diction. Only let

the man who is to speak or write be liberally trained

by the education and instruction of his boyish days;

let him burn with desire of proficiency ; let him have

natural advantages, and be exercised in innumerable

discussions of every kind, and let him be familiar

with the finest writers and speakers, so as to compre-

hend and imitate them; and (Ne ille kaud sane)

you need give yourself no trouble about such a one’s
necding masters to tell him how he shall arrange or
beautify his words !” 1

* De Oratore IIL. 10.  { D¢ Officiis I. 37.  § De Oratore IL 31.
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Your own observation will predispose you to ac-
cept the testimony of all competent persons, that
method, closeness of thought, and the utmost polish
may éxist where there has been no use of the pen in
~ immediate preparation. Fenelon, Burke, Fox, Robert
Hall, and Randolph, are cases in point. Let me dwell
a few moments on the first-named, for these two rea-
sons: first, that he is unsurpassed in correctness and
elegance ; and secondly, that he is the most celebrated
advocate of ex tempore preaching. His remarks are
too long to be fully cited, but they furnish a qualifica-
tion which is needed just in this place, to show you
what degree of rhetorical elegance should be craved.
The extemporaneous preacher (says Fenelon) on the
supposition that, “ as Cicero enjoins, he has read all
good models, that he has much facility, natural and
acquired, that his fund of principles and erudition is
abundant, and that he kas thoroughly premeditated
his subject, so as to have it well arranged in his head,
will, we must conclude, speak with force, with order,
and with fulness. His periods will not amuse the ear
so much: all the better ; he will be all the better ora-
tor. His transitions will not be so subtle : no matter;
for—not to say that these may be prepared even when
they are not learned by heart—such negligences will
be common to him and the most ecloquent orators of
antiquity, who believed that here we must often imi-
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tate nature, and not show too much preparation.
‘What then will be wanting ¢ He may repeat a little;
but even this has its use: not only will the hearer,
who has good taste, take pleasure in thus recognizing
nature, who loves to return upon what strikes her
most ; but this repetition will impress truth more
deeply. It is the true mode of giving instruction.” *
But read and ponder the whole of these matchless
“ Dialogues on Eloquence.”

You will have observed my disposition to cite
authorities on this difficult subject, rather than to
vent opinions peculiarly my own ; authorities, let me
add, who have themselves exemplified what they
taught. Among all contemporary preachers whom I
have had the good fortune to hear, I cannot hesitate
to give the palm of oratory to Adolphe Monod. And
with what solemnity and tenderness do I write this
beloved name, as fearing lest, even before these lines
reach you, he should have departed to that world of
which he has spoken so much, and for which he is so
graciously prepared. The point to which I ask your
attention is, that the most elegant pulpit writer in
France is equally elegant in extemporaneous dis-
course. But then it is the clegance of a Grecian
marble ; it is beautiful simplicity. It is nature—nay,
it is grace! What a lesson is contained for you in his

* D'cuvres do Fenelon. Paris, 1838. Ed. Didat. Tom. II. p. 674,
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remarks on self-possession in the pulpit! I will quote
them from a lecture which Mr. Monod delivered to
his theological class at Montauban, sixteen years ago.-
Observe that he has been speaking on the incompati-
bility of perfect eloquence with ¢ self-observation,” or
thinking how one is doing it ; and he has been show-
ing that such constraint is not confined to those who
get their sermons by heart, but may exist in extem-
pore preaching.

“Suppose,” says he, “ you have the finest parts;
of what use will they be to you unless you have pres-
ence of mind? On the other hand, he who is at his
ease says only what he means to say; says it as he
means to say it; reflects; stops a moment, if need
be, to cast about for a word or a thought; borrows
even from this pause some expressive tone or gesture ;
takes advantage of what he sees and hears; and in a
word, brings all his resources into play ; which is say-
ing a great deal ; for ¢the spirit of man is the candle
of the Lord, searching all the inward parts.’” ¢ You
will perhaps tell me,” adds this delightful writer, ¢ that
this self-possession which I recommend is rather a
boon to be wished for than a disposition to be en-
joined ; that it is the happy result of temperament,
of previous successes, of talent itself, and that it is not
in a man’s power to be at ease whenever he chooses.
I admit that it depends partly on temperament, and
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this is a reason for strengthening it when timid ; partly
on previous successes, and this is a reason why a young
man should apply all his powers to take a fair start in
his course ; and partly, also, on talent itself, and this
is a rcason for diligently cultivating that measure
which has been received. But there is yet another
element which enters into the confidence which I at
the same time desire for you and recommend to you;
1T 18 FArTH.  Take your stand as the ambassador of
Jesus Christ, sent of God to sinful men. Believe that
he who sends you will not have you to speak in vain.
Seek the salvation of those who hear you, as you do
your own. Forget yourselves so as to behold nothing
but the glory of God, and the salvation of your hear-
ers. You will then tremble more before God, but
you will tremble less before men. You will then
speak with liberty, according to the measure of fa-
cility and correctness which you possess in other cir-
cumstances of life. If our faith were perfect, we
should scarcely be in any more danger of falling into
false or declamatory tones in preaching, than we
should in crying out to a drowning man to lay hold on
the rope thrown to him to save his life.” *

It is in perusing such passages as this that I begin
to comprehend the source of power in this writer and

* Discours prononcé i I'ouverture d'un cours dec débit oratoire, &
la faculté de Montauban, le 26 Novembre, 1840.
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other great masters of pulpit eloquence, and discover
at the same time why such treatises on extempore
preaching as those of Ware are cold and inoperative.
The study of unapproachable exemplars must not
stimulate us to experiments like that of Asop’s frog.
According to our measure, we may succeed here as
clsewhere. I would most earnestly counsel you to
throw aside, by every possible effort, all that resembles
self-critical observation, while you are speaking in the
name of the Lord. If your tendency should be tow-
ards scantiness of vocabulary, broken sentences, or
involuntary gaps, halts and pauses, by all means
encourage & flow. The advice which might be fatal
to a voluble loquacity is all-important for you. Keep
up the continuity. Let trifles go. What Dr. Johnson
says to a young writer, to wit, “It is so much easier
to acquire correctness than flow, that I would say to
every young preacher, Write as fast as you can,” is
even more necessary for a young speaker :—Speak as
uninterruptedly as you can. Let little things go.
Return for no corrections. The wise will understand
your slips and forgive them. Whitefield’s rule was,
“Never to take back any thing unless it were wicked.”
This is very different from rapid utterance or precipi-
tancy. Deliberate speech is, on the whole, most fa-
vourable. Good pastor Harm’s three L’s are worthy
of being applied to delivery, but are poorly repre-
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sented in English by the alliteration, Lengthened
—Loud—Lovely.* Luther’s maxim for a young
preacher is still more untranslatable ; but the sense is
—¢“Stand up cheerily—speak up manfully—leave
off speedily.” 77ritt frisch auf, thw's maul auf, hir
bald auf.

It is high time I obeyed the last direction by leav-
ing off. As I do so, let me again remind you that
great eloquence is not necessary to great success ; that
there may be great power of discourse where there is
little elegance : that the mighty works of Divine grace
have not been always or chiefly wrought by the popu-
lar preachers who draw vast assemblies ; that no man
can be always great, and no wise man will seek to be
always so ; and that, after all, a man can receive noth-
ing except it be given him from heaven.

LETTER X.
ON DILIGENCE IN STUDY.

Ix what was said to you about Extemporaneous
Preaching, I sought to draw away your attention from
the manner to the matter. He can never preach well
who has nothing to say. The all-important thing for

* ¢ Langsam, Laut, Lieblich.”
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a messenger is the message. Of all the ways of
preaching God’s word, the worst, as has been admitted,
is the purely extemporaneous—where a man arises to
speak in God’s name without any solid material, and
without any studious preparation. A thousand-fold
better were it to read every word of an instructive
discourse, in the most slavish and uncouth manner,
than to vapour in airy nothings, with suavity of mien,
fluency of utterance, and outward grace of elocution.
It is this which has become the opprobrium of extem-
pore preachers; and it must be admitted that the
danger is imminent. As all men dislike labour in it-
self considered, the majority will perform any task in
the easiest way which is acceptable. And as most
hearers unfortunately judge more by external than
internal qualities, they will be, for a certain time,
satisfied with this ready but superficial preaching.
The resulting fact is, that in numberless instances, the
extemporaneous preacher neglects his preparation.
If he has begun in this slovenly way while still young,
and before he has laid up stores of knowledge, he will,
in nine cases out of ten, be a shallow, rambling ser-
monizer as long as he lives. Immense gymnastic ac-
tion and fearful vociferation will probably be brought
in to eke out the want of theology ; as a garrison des-
titute of ball, will be likely to make an unusual pother
with blank cartridge.
8
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Omitting, for the moment, the unfaithfulness of
such a ministry, the man who thus errs will find the
evil consequences rebound upon himself. It is only
for a time that the most injudicious or partial congre-
gation can be held by indigested and unsubstantial
matter, however gracefully delivered. They may not
trace it to the right cause, but they know that they
are wearied, if not disgusted. The minister, having
rung all the changes on his very small peal of bells,
has nothing for it but to repeat the old chimes.
“ Somehow or other, Dr. Windy seems to hitch into
the old rut. He gives us the same sermon. Espe-
cially he wears us out with the same heads of applica-
tion.” While this is going on among the hearers, it
is wonderful how long the offender may remain igno-
rant of the reason; just as we old men do not know
how often we repeat the same story.

Another inevitable result of unstudied preaching,
is the habit of wandering or scattering. Nothing but
laborious discipline, unintermitted through life, can
enable a man to stick logically to his line of argument.
Discerning hearers know better than the carcless
preacher, why, after stating his point, he constantly
plays about it and about, like a boat in an eddy, which
moves but makes no progress. ¢ Skeletons,” as they
are ludicrously called, however good, do not prevent
this evil, unless they be afterwards thought out to
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their remotest articulations. The idle but voluble
speaker will flutter about his first head, and flutter
about his second, but will mark no close ratiocina-
tive connexion, and effect no fruitful deduction. Evi-
dently he who is continually pouring out, and but
scantily pouring in, must soon be at the empty
bottom.

Indolent preachers fall upon different devices for
concealing the smallness of their staple, and for
preaching against time. I have alluded to the bring-
ing in of irrelative matter ; kindred to this, and gen-
erally accompanying it, is undue amplification. The
minute bit of gold must be beaten out very thin;
hence wordiness, swoln periodicity, and Cicero’s com-
plementa numerorum. Such ministers seldom remain
long in a place. The Presbytery is not, indeed, in-
formed that Mr. Slender has preached himself out;
some. reading elder, or surly Scotch pewholder is
made the scapegoat ; but the fact is, that the preacher
goes away to fascinate some new people with his scft
voice and animated manner.

Ministerial study is a sine qua non of success. It
is absurdly useless to talk of methods of preaching,
where there is no method of preparation. Ministerial
study is twofold—special and general. By special
study, I mean that preparation for a given sermon,
which is analogous to the lawyer’s preparation of his
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case. If faithful and thorough, this may lead to high
accomplishment ; but, as in the instance of case-law-
yers, it may be carried too far, and if exclusively fol-
lowed must become narrowing. The man who grows
old with no studies but those which terminate upon
the several demands of the pulpit, becomes a man-
nerist, falls into monotony of thought, and ends stiffly,
drily, and wearisomely. At the same time, he wants
that enlargement and enriching of mind derived from
wide excursions into collateral studies, of which all
the world recognizes the fruits in such preachers as
Owen, Mason, Chalmers, and Hall. Yet even this in-
ferior way of study into which busy and overtasked .
men are prone to slide, is infinitely better than the way
of idleness, oscitancy, and indecent haste. For thus
the student who begins betimes, manages to pick up
a great deal more than is necessary for his special task.
In premeditating one sermon, he often finds hints for
three more. By tunnelling into the rock of a single
prophetic passage, he comes upon gems of illustration,
nuggets of doctrine, and cool springs of experience,
all which go into the general stock. Yet no wise stu-
dent will restrict himself to the lucubration asked by
next Sunday’s sermon.

By general study 1 mean that preparation which a
liberal mind is perpetually making, by reading, writ-
ing, and thinking over and above the sermonizing, and
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without any direct reference to preaching. Such
studies do indeed pour in their contributions to every
future discourse with a continually increasing tide ;
but this is not seen at once, nor is this the proximate
aim. No man can make full use of his talent, who
does not all his life pursue a <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>