


~irissiorrclr~~ ill /lie year- 1906 oltcr- n tcrr yc7n,- plrstornlr irr ilrc 
1101tcln1t1 I-/t, is still ill a,c/i;~c si.~-zicc it1 1936. 

It also rL.co,-ds t l ~ c  c.~-/r~rtsiorr of  tltc 7cro1-k irrto Ciiicin. i l l -  Asia, 
ASiiror. Tlrc .;liirri-icoir Botrr-d o f  tlrr Corryrrgl~!io~rnl Cl~rri-clr Irad 
n florti-isl~irry ruork nrrrorrg Iltc .~Yr~rrr)~io.t~~- ill. 1 1 1 ~ 9  T~rrL*i.rlr. hir- 
ylrngr ns Ilrcy '11nif cl1.s~ iri. o- jr.ril p l ~ i c ~  ijr. No,-/It Syr-ia.. Tlrc 
lirrr, uJ iir7irrcrr-cnlio~r runs tlrnt o f  In)rgltog~,. Oirr runt-k zvos 
ill Ai.nDii. n~iroiry tllr ."ll~rDic-spcnbi,rg poprtintio~rs irr botlr S ~ I - i n  
oird C'ilicia. Z'lrrrs llrc .ivo~.k ill. t11c Lcztc~.irt rrns rimrkcd /I? tr 

1111iljl rlirlil tlrc ~Irrrrclr. ~c i~ . l r f r c ( i  i1r.10 c~lp?-rt.r irrt,n q~t i ic  a tiif- 
fci.crrt inrr{)r!oge n~rri tiif/'rs~~e?rt lypc o f  pop~rlntioir cr~hosr irr./cr- 
t.sts 7c1rrc rvill~ the I~ l~cs t  rcrflrri- tIrn.~r ~cit lr  / / I C  Enst, ~oit lr  G I . ~ L ' C ~  
r.o/l~cr ~ I I ( I - I I -  i i l i f i~  Syrin.  T11i.r ~ C V C ~ O ~ ~ I I C ~ I ~  scrrirs to l r n ~ c  D c ~ - ~ ~ ~  
nct-itlc~ttlol I-ts!lrc.r- t11c1r1 n .rlcl, forzcmi-d ns part o f  a r-cflsoircd 
otrd flrorrylrl orrl progl-arrr. 131rt tlzat is n~roflrcr .sfo,-~~ o f  70/r;c/r 

7ec ilttr 11 lr~~nt- 7ttoi.e lot CIS.  

T I I C  roslcr- o f  ?i~issiorrnrics lo 1lri.i field is n lo t~g orrc 
I r o ~ l t r i .  f l  d / r t j r I c  ~~nrrrts. Tlrc soil o f  S3jr;o, /rkc 
//rot of' .\'orrllr Chiirct, is Iraliowecl for  11o.e iics /Ire tlrrtt of 
r l o 1 1 1  o .  Tlrr ~rrrrircs o j  XoDcl.t Jcli~rr,~ ~ o d ( / . , ,  I)o;,;d 
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Pow Au P ~ r x c c .  A t  the meering o i  Synoil in 1815, 
Cornmitree \\!as appointed to inqui~-e into the es -  

pc'liency o l  estal~l~shing a Fol-eign &,fission. Nothing 
,yas donc, ho\\rc\~er, ii~lril 1531, \\then a ~nemorial fro111 

I ~ r e t h r c ~ l  ~i the Pliilatlelphia col~gregation led to 
aljljro\,al of the pl;in, and. at the meeting in 1843, 

Comin~t tec  \\.as appointed to select a lield for opera- 
l j o l ~ s .  111 15-15, the Islantl of St .  'l'homas was cliosen, 

the  i o l l o ~ ~ ~ ~ n g  !car abantloned, ntlcl I-laj.ti \vas se- 
l ec tcd  111  the fall oT 1546, thc Rev. J. B. Johnston 
xuas sent out 1jy the I3o;lrtl >o inspect the field, ancl 
p o r t  at1 l'rince was tlesignated as the center of opera- 
tiolls. I n  Nay, 1837, the Rev. J. \Y. Ylorton and ii. R/I. 
fillilligan, licentiate, were chosen hlissionaries. Blr. 
Milfigan tleclined, and A l l - .  12. J. Dodds, student of 
theology, was cl~osen. In the fall of 1847, Mr. &forton, 
with ]?is Inmily, repaired to the scene of his labors at 
P o r t  ail l'rince. After preparing Ililnself, and some 
books in the French lang~~age ,  he ol~enetl a successful 
school. IYhile Inboring tl~ere,  h l r .  I\lorton changed his 
views with reference to the Christian Sabbath, denying 
that the  f ~ r s t  day o l  the \\reek was such. H e  returned 
to lay his case before Synod, and was suspended i l l  
klay, 1849. The klission was then abantloned, and &fr. 
Dotlds was 1101 sent out. 

. 



Eight Decades in Syria 
- 

TI-11'3 I3EGINNINGS O F  O U R  \.\'Ol?I\I 

13arring abortive at teml~ts to start \vork in the \Vest 
Indies, the Foreign -?fission \\rorli of the Covenanter 
Church of America really began in 1856, when four 
young missionaries \\ritli Cl~ristian faith and courage 
responcled to the call of Gocl through I-lis Church, i l l  

tlie meeting of Synocl t!iat year? and brn\red the hard- 
sllipsoof separation from clear f riencls ancI the home 
land, the perils of a long ancl weary journey over six 
thousand miles of ocean, ancl life in a ne\v and un- 
tried country ~113tler tlic uncertxin protcctio~l of tlie then 
'TLII-1.cish go\;ei-nment, in orcler to c ;n . r~~ tlie Gospel of 
Light and Salvation to the people long sitting in dark- 
ness in Syria. 

T l I E  TThf13 PROPITIOUS 

lxen wi-ested fro111 tlie deadly embrace of the l ?uss i a~~  
Bear by the Eritish ancl French ancl saved from a "be 
nevolent assimilation" by Russia, 1~11ich ~vould have 
lnacle Turkey as i~iaccessible to IJrotestant missionaries 
as R~l s s i a  has always been. British and,  incide~ltally, 
-4merican prestige in Turlcey were tlius greatly in- 
creased, an dour missionaries found access to the coun- 
try less difficult than it might otherwise have been. 

.Also the Rev. Samuel 1'-ycle of the A i ~ g l i c a ~ ~  C I ~ ~ i r c h  
hacl labcred against great odds to establish a small 
mission for  the Nusairiyeh or  Alaweets at  Sallamra, 
a smaH 1riIlag.e in the pl-ovince of Latakia, but had 

. reached tlie end of his .strength on account of the un- 
usual hardships he had endured. A t  one time he  was 

.>- yoked up with a donkey ancl made to clrnw a light na- 
tive plow operated by one,of liis persecutors. H e  was 
quite ready to hand over liis worli to our pioneers on 
tlieir arriva.1, tlius leal~ing thc wl~ole province o l  Lata- 
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lci:~ to us ;is a n  open field iol- Protes ta~l t  \vork. T-Ie died of chose \Ironien \\;hose price is al)o\-e rubies. 1-Icr chil- 
rhe following year in Egyl>t. ciren arise up ant1 call her blcssed. Strength anel lio~ior 

are her clothing and she shall rejoice ill time to come. 
T111: PE1:SON NEI. \\'111.1. SUIT!CU 

As to rhe persons, their Iives ant1 ministry a re  a corn- 
[>jete \cinc!ication o f  the \vistlom of their appointment. 

ROI?EI?T J :\ 1iES DODIIS 

Ice\,. Itobcrt James 1I)ocltts, accol-(let1 tile degree of 
D. 13. in 1870, liatl l,ee!i pastor of a " l ) a~ l i i \*~ocI~"  con- 
greg;ltion o l  six sucicties scattereel oIper the pine clad 
hills o l  1111-ec counties in \Vestern Pen~~s!,lvania. Arm- 
str-ong, Cfnl-ion i~ncl Jef rerson. I t  \\.115 callecl Reliol~otli 
Congrcg:~rion "l)ecnuse they hacI plenty of -room." I-Iis 
11nrisI1 \vas fol-ty-live miles long 1>y thirty miles \\ritle, 
so lie spent 1nuc11 cli his time on  horseback to cover- 
it i l l \ .  13ut sud i  was his untiring zeal that  in the four 
lreal-s prioi- to his call to Sysia he I~uil t  up  a numlxr  
o r  flou~.islii~ig stations tliere."lHe tlius served an  e s -  
cellent- :1p1)renticeshil> f o r  the VasIi 11efol-e him in Syria. 
I-le is clescril~etl as "a remarkal~ly cheerful man, uni- 
fol-nl in his tlealings ancl sym~~a thc t i c  in  his disposition, 
\ifit11 Iceen and vigorous reasoning powers." 

JLle burietl his first wife, Anlancla Cannon, in a lonely 
 count^-y cemetery in Jefferson County, Pennsylvania. 
I-Iis two motherless chilcll-en he left with his father, thus 
early experiencing one o i  the sorest trials of the ior-  
eign mission:~ry, the separation from his smalI chil- 
dren. Just before sailing he married Letitia hl .  Dodds, 
\vho l>ol-e him seven children. I-Ie cliecl a t  Allepo, Syria, 
Deceml)er 1 1, 1570, aftel- only two years of worlc 
there, nine years in Lat;llcia ancl three years in thc 
Lebanons, making fotil-teen in all. I t  \vas a rich min- 
istry ancl protlucti\ie of much fruit. 

N R S .  l . l < T I ~ l A  3%. UODDS 

h4.1-s. Letitia !I. Docltls \vas of a serene allcj qrliet 
clisposition I)ut an  excellent \vile and 111otllcr. 1-Ier 
seven chilclren left fatherless a t  an early age 
given ,?bundnnt witness b!? their li\les to her wise 
f i i t h [ ~ r l  devotion to their best interests. Slle was one 

]Qbl:PII Bl:.\lTIl: 

13~1.. josepl~ ljeattie. gi\ven her clcgrce of U. D. in 
ISIS, liacl just l~ecn liccnsctl to preach I I ~  I'hilncl[~lph~:~ 
Prehl~ytc-ry \\lien lic ~cccived the call to S y r ~ a .  H c  \\In5 
01-dainecl siiic / r / ~ f l a  I)y New YOI-I< 1'1-es11ytc1-y b e i o ~ e  
his tleparture i a s  his i~elcl of arl \.ice. 1 l e  \vxs m:u-~-ictl 
a l~ou t  rhe same time to 3lartha E. Lord i\~Ilo nccorn- 
pa~iietl Iiim 

311-. 13e:ittie was a man o t  fine nl)pearance, tic11 
C111.istian eapcl ieiice ant1 sot~nd j ~ u l ~ m e n t .  I-lc \\.as ; I  

fa~t l i lu l  ml~iisler of the Gosl~el, a j~~tlrcious teachel- and 
one ge~~cra l ly  Ileloictl for hi.; Iiinclness allrl sympathy 
I-Ic tl icl  yeom;ln s e ~  VICC In estal~Iishi11g t lic SJ r-inn hlis- 
sion, \\~Iiich he sel-veil for  t\\xnt~r-se\~ell years until his 
cleat11 in Octol~er,  1SS3. A goodly numl~er were l~ raugh t  
to Christ through 111s mi111strjr. 

\ l R S  .\I.\RTIIA E. DItr\TTIE 
h11-s. hlartha E., lha t t ie ,  his wife, secms to have 

b e r ~ ~  the least lugged o l  this quartette o[ ploileers, al- 
t l~ough  high testimon~als are  given of her Christian 
graces aricl consecration to the service. Four  children 
were born to her and 1)uriecl i t1  infancy during the 
first e ~ g h t  years of their sojoul-n in Syria. F i ~ ~ a l l y ,  
i~i~pairecl health and the ~iecessity of eclucating the other 
children seemed to malie it wise for her lo return to 
the home land in 1876, a l ter  twenty years of the mis- 
sionary life, and she died l ~ e r e  two years later. 

These are  the four young. l1eo11le \vho \vith hearts 
aflame with love and enthus~asm for  Christ ant1 T-11s 
lost sheep in Sj.ria arrived a t  Damascus Dccember 13, 
1856, to study the language ancl esplore the land for 
a location for  the ne\v ~i~iss ion.  

Af ter  spending the winter a t  Damascus in the study 
o l  Arabic, ancl the hot summer 111011th~ in a mountain 
\rilla%e nearby \vhere their stud!. could be con$inued 
tunder more favorable conclitions, \ire find them In the 



EIGHT DECrZDES I N  SYRIA 

following Octol~er (1857j attempting to open work 
in Zahleh. 

ZA H LEH 

ZahIeli, a large town in the Lebanons aboiit twenty 
miles east o l  I?eirut, is the headquarters of the Greek 
U~i ia tc  Chul-ch o l  the Lel~anons. They are  closely af-  
filial-etl with tlie 3laronites who, like them, acknowl- 
eclge the 130pe o l  Rome but maintain a separate or-  
ganization. 'Three-lifths of tlie population of the Leb- 
;Inons is of the 1'Iaronite Church. 

As our missionaries \vere aide a t  the time to rent 
only part of one house, sufficient for only one o f  tlie 
families, it was clecided tliat Mr. Beattie and family"  
should remain in Damascus another winter, but Mr. 
Uodcls nioved I~ i s  family to Zahleh ancl I~egan to t ry  
to give them his Gosl~el message, tlioi~gh only in a 
small way, as  his ten ~iiondis' study o l  Arabic was 
~ ? o t  eno~igh to prepare him for active work in that 
cliflicult lang~lage, ant1 it was eight months yet before 
he preached his lirst Arabic sermoli. I-lie \vas not by 
any means ic!le, however, during the seven months 119 

\\,as alloweci to remain in Zahleh, for  tlie 3letropoli- 
-tan or IhIeacl o f  the Greek Uniate Church \vho regarded 
Zahleh as his peculial- domain, seemed to feel like ;l 
lion l~eing bearcled in his clen and soon began to make 
it warn1 f o r  the un~velcome guest. 

Mr. Doclcls helrl on tenaciously and was able to rent 
a n  adclitional house in the spring anel Mr .  Reattie 
moved his Iiouseholcl goods there before leaving iol- 
a visit to tlie 13oly Land in April, 185s. The  arri\;dI 
o l  these goocls in Zahleh so inc~.easecl the ~ I I I - y  of tlic 
Metropolita~i that lie sent his priests to urge i\ll:r. Dodds 
more effectively to clepart, and on his ref~lsing,  they 
threatenecl to bring a 11101) ancl clrilre him out. Fie 
said : "Let tlie mob come. I will not move." Then they 
saicl: "Wc will begin .the lvorlc ourselves," ancl they 

, threw most o f  bis l i l~rary into the street. Seeing his 
belo\r$d books being treatecl thus, Mr.  Doclcls a t  last. 
decided that discretion was indicated, and pl-omised 

to leave the nest  clay, on \\~hich the priests had his 
books restored to t h e ~ r  place ~nside  anil set s o ~ n e  int~le- 
t e e n  to work a t  once pacliing up all his goocls to be 
ready for tlie journe!.. The nes t  n2ornillg the priests 
came again and made sure tliat he rcaI1y left the town. 
To the credit o l  the Turkish civil au(1io1-ities \+re h a ~ c  
to recorcl that they refused to assist the 3letropolitn11 
in this neial-lous I ~ t ~ s ~ n e s s  though they were powerless 
to 1"-elrent ~t wllen such a high church c1ignit;rl-y was 
11eli1nd it. 

l'rolongecl ant1 vigorous protests and pleas with thz 
aicl of the British ancl American Consuls, ~vhlle scem- 
ingly successful so far as thc civil autliorities \\!ere 
able to go, did not give grouncls of conlidence that 
the). could \\rorIi ill Zahleli with an\- s;~tisfaction. After 
s p e ~ ~ d i ~ l g  a \~~lii le in a mountain village, they thereforc 
mo\led to I?e~rut for the winter, ~ v h e ~ - e  they continued 
to stucly Arabic ancl preach somc as opportunity of- 
f ered. 

I t  is goocl to relate tliat c~g l~ teen  ycars after R1fr. 
Dodds and Mr .  Beattie mere tlius cleleated in their 
plan to settle at Zalileh, Dr.  Metheny visited tlie town 
and receivecl a fine welcome there 11y a flourishing 
Presbyterian n'lission, at nrliich one of the menhers 
arose and expressed his sorrow that he had been one 
of the rabble that hacl cast stones at the caravan of n4!-. 
Dodcls as it left their town. 

LATAICIA 

Before settling down to stucly in Beirut 14s. Dodcls 
made a trip of explol-ation to North Syria, visiting 
Latakia, Antioch ancl Alesandretta, returniiig to Beirut 
October 14, 1858. Largely as  a result of this trip they 
decided to make Latakia tlie field of their nest  effort 
in fou~iding a mission. 

So  in October, 1559, the two families moved to Lata- 
kia by sea and were hospital~ly entertainecl for a month 
a t  the home of the English Co~isul  until they were able 
to rent houses for themselves. 



I'rcaching services \\rere I~egnn as  soon as tliejr had 
1710\'~d illto their o\\.n I-cntec! rooms, riamelj., in De- 
ccmlrel-, 1859, aiitl ha1.e Ixen continued replar l ) .  ever 
since. 

X 13oys' School was ol~enetl a t  once also \\'it11 two 
te;lchers I,~-ought wit11  hem irom Beirut and one se -  
curetl in  t he town. The  en~-ollment reachecl i i  ity-five 
that first ).car, in spite of the active position of tlie 
Greek Church Bisliol~ and liis l~rjests .  

P l t O \ ' I I ~ E ~ ' 1 ' I A L  C U I D A X C E  

Sub.;ecluent event.; s h o ~ v  the marvelous ancl mercifi~l  
provitlence of Got1 in leacling our missionaries out u i  
%;~Iilch ant1 to the city mid ~)rovince of 1-ataliia. At the 
very t i ~ n e  they \Yere maving to this ne\ir locatio~i a 
terri l~le ant1 c r ~ ~ c l  war broke out in the Zahleh regiol~ 
T~etween the 3l:ironites antl Druzes, largely PI-oi~okecl 
by tlie Alaronites. Go\,ernrnent troops were sent into 
rhe region to stop the trouble but a s  is characteristic 
of Turkish troops in st~c!i cases they I-eally simply 
joined nrith the fanatical DI-~lzes,  antl after  officially 
tlisar-~ning the Christians, l)~.omisi~ig to protect them, 
they l~elpetl to slaughter thousancls of them. Order  was  
not fully restoretl  until the pourers i~ltervened and 
securetl f o r  the Lebanon province a specia! Icincl of 
go~vcrnment untler their protection. Then the renloval 
of the Rev. Samuel Lytle just on their arrival and his 
till-ning over to them the mission he had fountled a t  
Uaiirrnira, left  thc \vliole province ~lnocc.upietI by any 
other Protestant hlission, ~vhile in tile Lebanons mis- 
sions multiplietl until there has I~een iieen rivalry amolig 
them, especially in the matter of soliciting pupils Tor 
their schools. 

OUR FIELD 

1,ataliia City ant1 P r o v i ~ ~ c e  is sittlatecl in the latitucle 
of North Carolina on tlie eastern shore of tile hfedi- 
lerranean Sea opposite the 1sl:untl of Cyprus. The  prov- 
ince is abo~r t  eiglity miles 11ortli and south by fift), 
east and west. I t  is about the size of the state of Con - 
necticut, l ~ u t  its popu1:ttion of 280,000 is aI)out bne- 
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fifth that o l  Co~~nect icut .  I t  is co~~i l~ose t l  of ISO.000 
Nusairiyeli or  Alni~eets ,  60.000 31 o s l e i ~ ~ s  antl 40.000 
Ciiristians ,ol various sects, ~nost ly  Creel; C a ~ l i o l i c ~  or  
Eastern Orthotlos. the eastern division o f  the C l i ~ ~ r c h  
resulting irom the great schis11i of BS54 \vI1e11 thc 
i?isI~o]) of l<onle "escomm~~~;icnted" a11 the churches of 
his rival i o r  tlie highest place in the C h ~ ~ r c h ,  the 13ish- 
0111-ic o f  Constantinople. A plain o i  $1-om onc to ten 
lniles i n  \vi<ltll runs the length of tlie province ant1 
gratlually merges into the N~~sai r iyel i  range o i  rnonn- 
tains nrhich rise on the east of the pro\lince i ~ i  some 
places to four  tllousantl ieet above tlie sea, but cle- 
scei~tl almost precipitately to the Orontes Lxiver on the 
eastern side. 

I t  has a climate much lilie that- of southern C;lli i o rn l ;~  
01- northern I;lorida. 13ut it is cursetl urith 111ala1-ia ant1 
other cliseases, so that tlie ne\\7comer must 1)e very 
careful or he will succuml) to some of thcm. Even in 
tlie Illore sanitary h o ~ n e s  of the missionaries mosc(uito 
nets must: be used nearly all the year if malaria is to 
I)e avoitled. 

Until early in this century the only roatls in thc 
provi~lce i k r e  foot paths and tlie only river crossings 
\\.ere iorcls. 

The  city o f  Latakia is (lie only t o \ ~ n  of m ~ ~ c l i  inl- 
l~ortance. I t  is a corrupt spelling of I,aoclicea which 
is the name given t o  it by its founcler in 312 B. C., in 
honor of his mother, Laodice. I t  is not to be contused 
with one of tlie "Seven Clitirclies of Asia," of that 
name which was far  to the north\vest in the region o f  
Sm)irna. I t  has a ~~o l )~ i l a t ion  of a l~ou t  25,000 three- 
fonrths of \vliom are Moslems ant1 the rest .nominal 
Christians. I t s  houses are Ilnilt of soft hewn stone, 
fine story in height ~ilostly, and wit11 flat roofs. They 
are,  i o r  the most part, closely cron~tlecl together with 
only t10nlie)r paths running between them, except that 
since the Freiicli occupation some streets have I~een 
made of normal wirlth. It makes a f ine appearance as 
approached f rom the sea, the usual way of reaching 










































































