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LITTLE CHILDREN

IMVITED TO

CHRIST.

But when Jesus saw it, he was much displeas

ed, and said unto them, Suffer the little Chil

dren to come unto me, and forbid them not :

for ofsuch is the kingdom of God. Mark x. 14.

THE return of this blooming season of the

year puts me in mind ofmy duty towards my

young friends in this congregation ; these grow

ing shoots, these blooming flowers of human

nature. To you, therefore, my dear youth,

I would now address myself: and would do it

with all the tenderness of a father's heart.

Among you, I hope I shall not meet with

discouragements, of the same kind which I of

ten meet with in my addresses to others. Ar

mong you, I hope I shall not find any veterans

in sin, confirmed and hardened in wickedness

by long practice ; though, alas, we sometimes

meet with the shocking sight of one young in

years, but old in sin. Among you, I hope to

find that tenderness of heart, and those soft

impressible passions, which are so peculiar to

your age ; and which may render you more

susceptible of religious impressions, than those

whose hearts are at once hardened by age,

and by a long habit of sinning. These cir

cumstances afford me encouragement. But

alas ! even among you, soft and pliable as you

are, I expect great discouragements, though

of another kind. You are gay, merry, and

ougnttew; and cannot bear to fix your
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thoughts upon such disagreeable subjects:

and flatter yourselves, it is time enough for

you to submit to the mortification of attending

to them, as you advance farther into life.—

Your passions and appetites are strong and

unruly : your hopes warm and sanguine. And

therefore, I am afraid, many of you will hard

ly allow me a serious hearing, though but for att

hour. However, whether you hear, or wheth

er you forbear, I must endeavour to deliver my

message to you, in the name of God.

It is a very encouraging thought, that the

blessed Jesus has a very tender regard for such

young creatures. This he shewed in his warm

resentment against those that would have kept

them from his arms, while he dwelt among

men.

Some of his friends brought their young

children to him, that he might touch them, or

lay his hands upon them, as a sign of his bless

ing them, after the manner of the patriarchs

and prophets, in their solemn benedictions. But

hfs disciples, thinking it beneath the dignity

of so great and divine a prophet, to be troub

led and teazed with little children, and appre

hending that such thoughtless creatures could

receive no advantage from him, rebuked their

parents, and would have sent them away. This

must have been a very affecting discourage

ment to the parents, to find themselves forbid

den to come to Christ, and that by his disci

ples, who ought to have introduced them, and

encouraged their application. But when Je

sus saw the dear little creatures sent away

from him, he was greatly displeased. If good
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men through mistake, and bad men through ob

stinate wickedness, discourage these young im

mortals from coming to Christ, he himself is

willing they should come, and warmly resents

it when any hinderance is thrown in their way:

This gracious Shepherd takes special care of

the weak and young in his flock s he " gath

ers the lambs in his arms, and carries them

in his bosom." Hence he tells his disciples,

and all around him, " Suffer the little Chil

dren to come unto me, and forbid them not.?'

They are all welcome to my arms ; and young

as they are, they are sinners, and stand in need

of a Saviour.

When he says, " Suffer them to come, and

forbid them not he does not mean merely,

that they should not hinder or discourage them ;

but he means, that they should positively assist

and encourage them to come to him ; and that

parents should be so far from hindering them,

that they should bring them themselves. >.

This exhortation was particularly address

ed to his disciples ; and through them, to all

the ministers of the Gospel. And I feel its

obligation binding me in particular to this a-

greeable duty. Indeed the lovely forms, the

blooms of reason, and the engaging little ac

tions of those amiable creatures whom I now

address, might win the affection even of a

stranger, and excite him to perform .every kind

office in his power for them.

Our Saviour adds a reason why he would

have little children uffered to come to him,

which is, « For of such is the kingdom of hea

ven. This may be understood in two sen



127) INVITED TO CHRIST. 7

ses. It may signify, that the Gospel church,

which is often called the kingdom of heaven,

and even the heavenly church, consists of such

little children as these ; that such little crea

tures are admitted as members into this divine

society, and entitled to its privileges ; and

therefore, Christsays, " Christian parents ought

to bring them to me ; and it is their duty to

come to me as soon as they are capable of

acting: forbid them not, but encourage them."

—Or it may signify, that (he church of God,

both in its earthly and heavenly state, consists

of such persons ; i. e. of persons, who resem

ble little children in temper ; who, like them,

are humble, meek, pliable, forgiving, easily

appeased, teachable. I rather choose this

sense, because the connexion seems to lead

to it ; for the very next words are, " Verily I

say unto you, whosoever shall not receive

the kingdom of God as a little child, he

shall not enter therein." This is also agree

able to what he says elsewhere, when he makes

"a little child an emblem of the christian tem

per. (Matt, xviii. 2, 3, 4.) "Jesus called a

little child unto him, and set him in the midst

of them, and said, Verily I say unto you, ex

cept ye be converted, and become as little

children, ye shall not enter into the king

dom of heaven. Whosoever therefore shall

humble himself as this little child, the same

is greatest in the kingdom of heaven.'' In

this view the argument is conclusive : For

if children have some dispositions, in which

even men must resemble and imitate them, be

fore they can enter into the kingdom of hea»
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vcn ; then certainly children are capable of

being brought to Jesus, and it is their duty to

come to him.

You see, my dear children and youth, that

you have a right, and that it is your doty, to

Come to Jesus. Therefore, oh ! come to him :

come to him this very day, without delay.

But here, I hope, you start a very proper"

question, " What is it to come to Christ ? or

in what sense are we to understand this1

phrase, as it may be applied to us now, since

he is removed from our world ?"

Coming to Christ, in my text, did indeed

mean a bodily motion to him : and this was

practicable, while he tabernacled in flesh a-

mong men. But even then, it signified much

more. It signified coming to him as a divine

teacher, to receive instruction ; as a Saviour,

to obtain eternal life ; and as the only Medi

ator, through whom guilty sinners might have

access to God. It signified a motion of soul

towards him, Correspondent to the bodily mo

tion of coming : a motion of the desires, a

flight of tender affections towards him. In

this view it is still practicable to come to

Christ ; and it is our duty in these latter days,

as much as it was theirs who were his contem

poraries upon earth. It is in this view, I now

urge it upon you : and in this view, it includes:

the following particulars.

1. Jl clear conviction of sin; of sin in heart,

in word, and in practice ; of sin against know

ledge ; against alluring mercies and fatherly

corrections ; of sin against all the strongest

incitements to duty. Without such a con
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viction of sin, it is impossible you should fly to

him as a Saviour : for he " came not to call

the righteous, but sinners to repentance."

2. An affecting sense of danger, upon the

account of sin. You cannot fly to him as a

Saviour, till you see your extreme need of sal

vation ; and you cannot see your need of sal

vation, till you are sensible of your danger ;

sensible that you are every moment liable to

everlasting condemnation, and have no title

at all to the divine favour.

3. A humbling sense of your own inability

to sare yourselves by the merit of your own best

endeavours. I do not mean, that you should

neglect your best endeavours ; or that you

should not exert your utmost strength in every

good work, and in the earnest use of all the

means of grace : for you never will come to

Christ, till you are brought to this. But I mean,

that while you are doing your utmost, you

must be sensible, that you do not deserve any

favour at all from God on that account, and

that you neither can, nor do make any atone

ment for your sins by all your good works ;

but that God may justly condemn you notwith

standing. Till you are sensible of this, you

-will weary yourselves in vain, in idle selfright

eous efforts to perform the work which Jesus

came into the world to perform, and which he

alone was able to do ; I mean, to make atone

ment for your sin, and to work out a righteous

ness to recommend you to God. It is an eter

nal truth, that you will never come to Christ

as a Saviour, till you are deeply sensible ther.e

.No. 8. 1*
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is no salvation in any other ; and particularly

that you are not able to save yourselves.

4. An affecting conviction, that Jesus Christ

is a glorious, all sufficient and willing Saviour '

that his righteousness is perfect, equal to all

the demands of the divine law, and sufficient

to make satisfaction for 'all our sins, and pro-

cure for us all the blessings of the divine fa

vour ; that he is able and willing to " sare to

the uttermost all that come unto Ood by him ;"

and that he is freely offered in the Gospel to

all that will accept him, however unworthy,

and however great their sins. Indeed it is an

eternal truth, that though multitudes perish,

it is not for want of a Saviour. There is a Sa

viour all sufficient, and perfectly willing ; and

this you must be convinced of before you can

come to him.

5. *#n entire dependance upon his merits a-

lone for acceptance with God. Sensible that

you have no merit of your own; on which to

depend ; and sensible also that Jesus is a sure

foundation, on which you may safely venture

your eternal all, you must cast all your depend

ance and fix your entire trust on him. You

will as it were hang about him, as the only sup

port for your sinking soul, and plead his right

eousness as the only ground of your accept

ance with God. This is so unnatural to a proud

self-confident sinner, that you must be brought

very low indeed, thoroughly mortified and self-

emptied, before you will submit to it.

6. «3 cheerful subjection to him as your ru
ler ; and a voluntary surrender of yourselves to

'us service. If you come to him at all, it will
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be as poor penitent rebels, returning to duty

with, shame and sorrow, and fully determined

never to depart from it more. To embrace

Christ as a Saviour, and yet not submit to him

as our ruler ; to trust in his righteousness, and

in the mean time disobey his authority ; this is

the greatest absurdity, and utterly inconsistent

with the wise constitution of the Gospel,

And now, my dear young friends, I hope

even your tender minds have some idea what

it is to come to Christ. And therefore, when

I exhort you to it, you know what I mean.

Come then, come to Jesus. Ye little tender

lambs, come to the great Shepherd of Israel ;

who loves to carry such as you in his bosom.

Come deeply sensible of your sins. Young as

you are, you have been guilty of sins beyond

number. You have spoken many bad words :

you have been peevish, sullen, angry, obstinate,

disobedient to parents, wild, thoughtless, and

too full of play. And which is worse than all,

you have bad hearts. Must they not be very

bad hearts, that are so little inclined to think

of the great God, and love him, who made you

a few years ago, and who has ever since been

bestowing a thousand blessings upon you every

day ? Must they not be very bad hearts, that

are so little inclined, or rather so averse, to

prayer, to reading, and to the service of God

in general ? That are so unwilling to think se

riously of God and eternity ? That are so

strongly inclined to sin, and childish follies

and vanities ? You cannot but know, my dear

young creatures, that this is your case ; and

therefore, believe it, you are sinners, great sin
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ners. Yes, though your forms are lovely, and

your pretty little actions very engaging, yet

you are very guilty creatures. Therefore

come to Jesus as sinners.

Come also sensible of your danger. Be

lieve it, while you have no interest in Christ,

while you do not love God, and delight in his

service, you are in danger every moment of

falling into hell. The threatnings of the law

ofGod are in full force against you. The great

God is justly angry with you every day. The

lions of hell are going about seeking to devour

you. You have no title to heaven, and no se

curity of the present life. Children and youth

die, you know, as well as the aged. Yes, the

cold hand of death may seize you, lively, gay,

and merry as you are. And oh ! where are

you then? Therefore come to' Jesus as perish

ing sinners, deeply sensible of your danger.

Come to him, as a drowning man catches at

a plat.k or rope to save him. Cry to him,

" Save me, Lord ; I perish : I stand upon the

slippery brink of ruin, ready every moment

to tumble in : O stretch out thy hand and

save me."

Come to him deeply sensible of your own ut

ter helplessness. Pray, read, repent, attend

upon all the means of grace ; do every good

work. But despair of ever saving yourselves by

the merit of these things. Be sensible that all

your righteousnesses are but as filthy rags : that

after you have done all, you are but unprofit

able servants, and deserve no reward at all

from God. While you are full of yourselves,

self-sufficient and presumptuous, you can never
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come to Christ. And oh that you might this

day obtain a just view of your lost and helpless

situation in yourselves ! Even then, you would

have no ground for despair : for though you

are helpless in yourselves, yet " God hath laid

help for you upon one that is mighty." There

fore,

Come to Jesus as an all-glorious, all-sufficient

and willing Saviour. Oh that you did but see

his infinite glory and beauty .' Then I need

epeak no more to you. You would of your

selves give yourselves up to him for ever.

Your hearts would be instantaneously cap

tivated by his irresisl ible charms. Oh that you

were but sensible of his all-sufficiency .' then

you would no more hesitate and doubt wheth

er you might venture ycur eternal all into his

hands. You would be fully convinced, that

you might most securely trust him with ten

thousand souls, if you had them. Oh that you

were sensible, how willing he is to save you !

you would no longer doubt whether he would

receive such guilty creatures as you. Can you

hear him declare over and over, " Him that

cometh to me, I will in no wise cast out—"

Can you hear that prayer for his murderers,

from his dying lips, " Father, forgive them, for

they know not what they are doing :" nay,

can you see him agonizing on a cross for you,

and yet question, whether he is willing to save

you ? Oh ! if he be not willing, more than will

ing, why these affectionate assurances and kind

invitations ? Why this labour and sorrow ?

Why these tears, these agonies, this expense

of blood ? Believe it, he is willing, he is eager
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ly desirous, to receive the vilest and most guil"

ty among you, if you are but willing to come to

him. Therefore come to him, as to an all-

glorious, all-sufficient, and most willing Sa

viour.

Come to him also with afull dependance up

on him for acceptance with God, and every

blessing. Trust in him, though he should slay

you. Venture your all upon him. Lean upon

him, as you are coming out of this wilderness.

Renounce all dependance upon your own right

eousness. Build no longer upon that quick

sand ; or you sink for ever. But behold, God

" has laid in Zion, for a foundation, a stone, a

tried stone, a precious corner-stone, a sure

foundation ;" and here you may safely build

the high fabric of your immortal hopes.

Finally : Come to him as to your ruler and

king. Yield yourselves willing subjects to

his laws for the future. Let every thought

become a willing captive to him. Let his will

be your rule. Let his law regulate your tem

per and conduct ; direct you to what you

should love and hate, what you should desire

and avoid ; what you should do and forbear.

Thus come to Jesus Christ, my dear young

creatures, and he will certainly receive you in

to the arms of his favour ; and there he will

bear you safe through this world, till he lodge

you for ever in his blessed bosom. I know you

cannot come to him in your own strength ; but

it is your duty, and it is in your power to en

deavour to come to him. And it is in the use

ol your best endeavours, and in that way only,

that you have any reason to expect the as-



135) INVITED TO CHRIST. 15

sistance of divine grace to enable you to come

Therefore, come, come ! The Spirit ofGod

in this sacred book, and in your consciences,

and the bride, the church of Christ, say come ;

and I that have heard it, and all the ministers

of the Gospel, say come. " And let him that is

athirst for the blessing of the Gospel, come :

and whosoever will, let him come, and take

the water of life freely." (Rev. xxii. I7.)

Do you need arguments to excite you to

come ? Then my text will furnish you with

many of great weight. . .

i 1. Jesus was highly displeased with those that

would have kept little childrenfrom him. And

how much more will he be displeased with you,

if you keep yourselres from him, by your own

voluntary act ? Let others do what they can

to hinder you, you may go to him in spite of

them. But if you yourselves continue unwill

ing, your case is desperate : you commence

your own executioners, and die by your own

hand. Must not Jesus resent it, when he

spreads his arms to receive you, and yet you

refuse to come to Him ? And are you willing

to incur the wrath of the Lamb ? Are you will

ing to rouse him into a lion, to tear you to pie

ces ? Are you willing to cast yourselves out of

favour with the only Saviour? If you offend

that only friend, and turn him into an enemy,

who can befriend you ? Must you not perish

without remedy ? Oh that you would seriously

consider, my dear youth, what it is to turn the

blessed Jesus against you ! better the whole

universe were against you than he.

- 2. Jesus commands others to suffer little
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children to come unto him ; and not to forbid

them. And how much more does he command

you ? If others should suffer you, then how

much more ought you to suffer yoursehes to

come to Christ ? Oh ! will you throw obstruc

tions in your own way ? Are parents, are min

isters, are all around you, obliged to suffer you,

and even encourage you to come to Christ ?

And are you at liberty, do you think, to forbid

yourselves ? Surely the duty, in the first place,

lies upon you. Therefore, oh, come to him

without delay.

But as this part of my text may be applied

with peculiar propriety to parents, I must make

a short digressive address to them.—Father*

and Mothers ! " O suffer your little children

to come to Jesus, and forbid them not." For

bid them not, by your own examples. Let

them not see you neglecting Jesus Christ your

selves, and going on in sin : for this will be

the greatest hinderance you can cait in their

way. Forbid them not, by discouraging the

appearances of thoughtfulness, and serious

impressions on their tender minds. Forbid

them not, by flattering them with false hopes,

and healing their wound slightly, speaking

peace to them without good reason ; but en

deavour to make them sensible of their sinful

ness and danger, and their extreme need ofa

Saviour; of the difficulty of conversion, aud a

course of strict religion : in short, let them

know the truth of their case.

I told you before, that this prohibition, " For

bid them not," implies an injunction positive

ly to encourage aud assist them in coming U



Christ. Therefore, parents, do all yon can by

instruction, by example, by prayer to God,

and by every means in your power, to bring

your dear children to Christ. Remember ha

hath laid his commands upon you : and dare

you disobey, especially, when the same duty

is enforced upon you by the strongest ties of

nature.

But I return to you, my young friends, to

whose service I have devoted this hour. And

my last motive to you derived from the text is,

3. " Of such is the kingdom of heaven.'''——

This, I told you, may be taken in two senses ;

and in both it may be a strong inducement to

you to come to Christ.

If the meaning be, that the church of God

consists of persons, who in temper and disposi

tion resemble little children, then it is natural

to reflect how much you are obliged to come

to Christ, that the amiable qualities you have,

may be finished and complete. You already

have many lovely dispositions, and even a

stranger might see many things in you that

might engage his heart. Even a saint must

resemble you in some things, and be as a little

child, as a preparative for heaven. But alas !

you want one thing ; and that is, inward holi

ness. And without this, all your amiable

qualities are utterly deficient, and leave you

guilty, vile, loathsome creatures, in the sight

of God. Without this, you are really but gilded

masses of corruption and deformity. But should

you come to Jesus, he would put his comeliness

upon you. He would make you all glorious

within: he would complete your character, and
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render you all excellent throughout. But a-

las ! if you come not to him, the agreeable

qualities you have will gradually decay, and

you will at length degenerate into downright

unmingled wickedness. When you sink into

the infernal regions, you will contract the ve

ry genius and temper of a devil ; all the re

mains of virtue, and whatever of the image of

God you may have retained since the fall, will

drop from you. " Thus, from him that hath

not, shall be taken away even that which he

hath."

But if we consider this reason, " for of such

is the kingdom of heaven ;" as signifying,

that the Gospel church upon earth, and even

the heavenly church, consists of little children,

as well as adults, then what a great induce

ment may this be to you, to labour to be of

their happy number ? Why should not you en

ter into the kingdom of heaven, as well as

others ? There is young Abijah, " in whom was

found some good thing towards the Lord God

of Israel," even in the wicked family of Jero

boam. There are Jeremiah and John the Bap

tist, who were sanctified from the womb.

There is Timothy, who from a child knew the

Holy Scriptures. There are thousands of lit

tle creatures, who just stayed long enough up

on earth, to know themselves, and their God

and Saviour, and to have their depraved na

ture changed, and then they winged their wil

ling flight to heaven. It is not to my present

purpose to inquire into the future state of those

that die in infancy, before they are capable of

reason. But as to the many who die ia their
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earlier days, when reason has begun to dawn,

they are considered as moral agents, and reward

ed according to their works ; and we have good

reason to hope, that many of them, in the short

space of life, are effectually prepared for a hap

py eternity. I have myself seen some promis

ing appearances of such early piety, in various

places. And O ! when shall 1 be so happy as

to see many such appearances among the dear

children and youth in my congregation ? Why

should not young sinners come to Christ here,

as well as in other places ? Many of you lately

heard from the lips of a very sincere and zeal

ous preacher, that in his congregation near

twenty youths, some of them not above nine or

twelve years old, were under very serious im

pressions of religion, and earnestly pressing in

to the kingdom of God. And are not young

sinners among us, as much concerned to come

to Jesus, as in his congregation ? Is sin only a

local evil ? Or is Jesus only a local Saviour? I

mean, is not sin as pernicious an evil, and is

not Jesus as needful and as amiable a Saviour,

in one place as another ? O ! my dear youth,

shall other ministers have the pleasure of lead

ing the tender lambs of their flock to Jesus ;

while your poor minister is left to weep over

you, as the willing prey of sin and satan ? Shall

heaven be peopled with young immortals from

other places, while the youth among us are

crowding the slippery down-hill road to ruin ?

O, who can bear the thought ! O, that you

would suffer me this day to snatch you as

brands out of the burning, before you catch

fire, and blaze unquenchably !
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I have another inducement of this kind to

communicate to you, which is indeed the best

piece of news I have heard this long time. It

is in a letter I received two days ago from one

of the best of men, my favourite friend in Penn

sylvania, and one of the Trustees of Nassac-

hail, or New Jersey college. I cannot com

municate it to you with more emphatical con

ciseness and simplicity, than in his own words.

His letter is an answer to one of mine ; iri

which I had sent him some account I lately re

ceived from my British correspondents, of a re

markable revival of religion in England, espe

cially among the clergy of the established*

church. He proceeds thus :—

" I thank you for the extracts from your En

glish letter. They raised my heavy heart a

little while ; and furnished materials for con

versation. I greatly rejoice, that our Lord Je

sus hath put it in my power to make you a

large compensation for the good news you sent

me. I can shew you greater things than even

those, as they appear to me more unexampled

and surprising. God has done great things for

us, whereof we are glad. Our gracious Re

deemer has poured out his Holy Spirit upon

the students at our college : not one, of all

who were present, neglected ; and they were

in number sixty. The whole house, say my

correspondents, was a Bochim, (a place of

weeping.) Mr. William Tennant, who was on

the spot, says, he never saw any, inquiring after

the way of salvation, who had more clear views

of God, themselves, their defects, their impo

tence and misery, than they had in general—
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that there never was, he believes, in one house,

more genuine sorrow for sin, and longing for

Jesus— that this glorious work was gradual,

and spread like the increasing light of the

morning—that it was not begun by the ordin

ary means ofpreaching, nor promoted by alarm

ing methods ; yet so great was their distress,

that he judged it improper to use any argu

ments of terror in public, lest some should sink

under the weight—that what makes the gra

cious visitation the more remarkable was, that,

a little before, some of the youth had given a

greater loose to their corruptions than was or

dinary among them : a spirit of pride and con

tention prevailing, to the great grief, and e-

ven discouragement, of the worthy President

—that there were no public outcries, but a

decorous, silent solemnity—that before he came

away, several had received something like the

spirit of adoption, being tenderly affected with

a sense of redeeming love, and thereby dispos

ed and determined to endeavour after univer

sal holiness."

Other ministers tell me, in their letters, that

the concern appeared rational, solid, and scrip

tural, and that in a remarkable degree. 1 was

informed by some of the students who had been

my pupils, that this religious concern first be

gan with the son of a very considerable gentle

man of New York. The youth was danger

ously sick in college ; and on that occasion a-

wakened to a sense of his guilt : his discourse

made some impression on a few others : and

theirs again on more ; so that it became al

most general, before the good President, or
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any others, knew any thing of it. As soon as it

became public, misrepresentations were spread

abroad, and some few gentlemen sent to bring

their sons home ; but upon better information,

the most were sent back again. The wicked

companions of some young gentlemen left na

methods untried, to recover them to their for

mer excess of riot ; and with two or three they

have been lamentably successful.

' Another worthy young minister, informed

me lately that a very hopeful religious con

cern spread through New Jersey especially

among young people. In several letters from

Philadelphia, I have assurance of a revival

there, for which good people are blessing God ;

and I am informed, by good authority, of a

gracious work of God at Yale College in New

Haven.

" Say now, my dear brother," writes my

friend, " are not these glorious things ? Are

they not beyond expectation ? Can you be

lieve for joy ? Is it true that the Lord hath

thus appeared ? Or is it only a pleasing

dream ? It is true ! it is a reality !"

Bound, every heart ; and every bosom, burn t

This is the joyful news, my dear children,

which I had to communicate to you: and I

hope I received it in season, as a proper sup

plement to this discourse. Shall not this ex

cite you to emulation ? You see religion is not

the concern of the old, or the ignorant, or the

poor only. Here were young creatures—SchoU

ar', in a college where learning is carried to

great perfection—Scholars, the sons of gentle

men of note and fortune—here these were
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made to mourn for sin, and cry and long for

Jesus. And why will not you make this your

concern ?

But oh ; how vain are all my endeavours,

while God withholds the influences of his Spir

it ? The students in the college of New Jersey

had heard many masterly, solemn, and pung

ent discourses from their worthy President, and

many that preached occasionally to them : but

all this had no effect. The work must not be

gin, till a sick boy becomes the instrument.

This makes the finger of God more conspicu

ous, and shews that the " excellency of the

power is his." Oh ! if he would but please to

pour out his Spirit upon us, hard and dead as

we are, we should soon relent and revive.

Blessed Spirit ! descend into this valley of" dry

bones, breathe on these slain, that they may

live."

And now, my dear youth, I am just about

taking leave of you : and therefore, I want you

to come to some determination. You are the

seed of the church : and to you we look for the

preservation of religion in this place, when its

present supports are broken, and mouldered into

dust. The world is arrived to an intolerable

height of wickedness ; and we long to see mat

ters take a new turn. To you we look, for

this blessed revolution. For as to veteran sin

ners, they are so accustomed to do evil, that

there is little more prospect of their reforma

tion, than of "the ./Ethiopian's changing his

skin, or the Leopard his spots." You are

now in your tender forming age, most likely

to receive good impressions, And now is the
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time when God is wont to display his grace in

converting sinners. Young: sinners are the

materials he generally works upon. Your life

is very uncertain, and if you do not now make

religion your business, without delay, alas,

you may be in eternity, you may be in hell, or

ever you are aware !

Let me now conclude with a very reasona

ble request to my young friends ; and that is,

that as soon as you get home this evening, you

would go by yourselves, though it be but for a

quarter of an hour, and seriously think over

what you have heard, and pray to God to bless

it to you. My children and youth, your af

fectionate minister makes this petition to you ;

and were it necessary, he would present it up

on his knees to the meanest of you : Spend a

little time this evening in prayer, in examining

whether ever you have come to Christ or not,

and in meditating upon the condition of your

souls. Can you refuse a request so reasonable;

and so interesting to yourselves ? If you are '

hardy enough to do it, I shall only warn you,

in the fatherly language ofSolomon. You " will

mourn at the last, and say, how have I hated

instruction, and my heart despised reproofJ

and have not obeyed the voice of my teach

ers, nor inclined mine ear to them that in

structed me."

 




