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THE CONTHIBUTION OF IIL.4.RCUS ·viiU'.D:IAN '110 'rHE 
DEVELOJ?MENT UF THE CHRISTIAN 1/iiSSION OF 

THE PH:C.:SBY'rERIAN CHURCH, 1800-1850 

INTRODUCTION 

A. The Problem 

1. The Problem Stated and Explained 

It will oe the concern of this thesis to discover 

what Marcus 'uVhi tman, an early Presbyterian rdssionFli'Y 

doctor, contributed to the development and extension of 

Presbyterian mis.sion v1ork in the Pacific northwest, labor-

ing arnong both the Indir,ns and American settlers of that 

region. Special attention will be given to the problem 

of finding out just v;hat made this m.an 11 tick, 11 his basic 

theology or philosophy of life and notives for service, as 

observable in his vJritings snd vdtness of those vvho 

knew him. 

2. The Problem Delimited 

The scope of this study will be restricted to the 

chronological period extending from 1800-1850, as this 

covers the entire life of Marcus Wll.i tman. Only such refer-

ences will be rnade to information of earlier or later date 

as is felt will tbrow light upon the problem at ha.."ld. In 

the interests of clarity, no reference will be made to 

denowinations other than the Presbyterians, except those 

--ix-
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such as the I:lethodists and Catholics which have a direct 

bearing upon the subject for investigation. It is assumed 

that the work of l\flarcus 'Jilhitman for the l'resbyterian Church, 

also eatly benefited the mission worlc of other denomina­

tions. But no attempt will be made to demonstrate this, 

the entire matter being too broad for the purposes of this 

study. 

3. 'I'he Problem J·ustified 

It appears that very few people except those conversant 

with Presbyterian Church history or those who have been ac­

tual residents of the Pacific northwest, have ever heard of 

Marcus Whitman. Walt Whitman, yes, but f!Iarcus Whitman is a 

stranger. It is quite disconcerting to the writer to dis­

cover how many good Christian people in the seminary class­

room and elsev.Jhere, have no kno·wledge v;.rhatsoever of this man 

who did so much to establish the Christian mission in the 

Pacific northwest, and to bring the gospel of Christ to men 

in darkness. It is especially sooering to note the number 

of Presbyterian students who have no knowledge of this man 

who is a part of their great Christian heritage. 

It is the firm hope that in the writing of this thesis 

it can be made sufficiently clear that Marcus ~'ihi tman more 

than sinwly a great historical figure, was a truly dedicated 

man of God, a fact which some historians seem desirous of 

forgetting. An attempt vrill be made to discover what he 

contributed to the development and extension of the church 

and the cause of Christ in early illnerica. For to such men 
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and women as Marcus VJhi tman, the present-day church of Jesus 

Cl:~rist owes a great and unpayable debt for lives of sacrifice 

and hardship lived to the glory of alm.ighty God. 

B. The Sources for the Study 

The primary sources most relevant to the study at hand 

are hopelessly incarcerated either in W1li tman College, ·;vall a 

· Walla, Washington, or in the University of Oregon. The 

originals of the Whitman letters, diaries, and like matter 

are beyond access. 

rrherefore, the primary materials available are books 

containing reproductions of these letters and diaries, 

and those written about the general concern of this thesis 

or the related historical period. These will be used to 

the fullest extent possible. 

C. The Niethod of Frocedure 

The method of procedure will follow along historical­

biographical lines. Begilli~ing with an investigation of the 

conditions and forces which influenced or had a bearing upon 

the character and work of Vfuitman, such as history and fami­

ly, a study vvill then be made of those people who labored 

with him in the Oregon Mission. T'ne concluding chapter will 
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deal with the actual contribution of his life-work, ecclesi-

astical and political, and will include a brief' examination 

of the controversy which has arisen in recent years, \Vhetller 

or not Whitman actually saved the Oregon territory for the 

United States when Gre~:lt .i3ritain o:vas so laying claim to it. 

D. Explanations 

1. npresbyterian 11 

It will irn:mediately be noted that there is , • ...t' ..-no moal.Llca-

tion of the term 11Presbyterian 11 in the title of this thesis. 

'.rhe reason for this is evident but ougl:1t to be stated never-

theless, for it was not until the Civil War, that the un-

f'ortune.te nomenclature of uPresbyterian C~.:U:."'~:1 U.s. A. 11 and 

11 Presybterian Church u.s.n came into use. At the time in 

our ns.tion' s :1.istory covered in this s-t;v.dy, the church was 

still united. 

2. Relation of Presbyterian Church to Am.erican Board of 

Commissioners for Foreign ssio11s 

'l'he A.nlei'ican Board of Comr:1isslonei's for J:i'orei[:;n hlissions 

represented the cooperative efforts of three major denomina-

tions, the Congregational, the Presbyterian, and the Dutch 

Hefonned Church. 'l'hoUc:I;h v'v'hitr:1£:m was a Presbyterie.n he went 

to Oregon under the jurisdiction of .\-"' .. • 4- .. , • l • . , "t.dlS lnverctenomlna"Glona_._ 

bos.rd. lind since the Board had the official sanction of the 

PI'esbyterlan Church, ·~n;hatever 'ilfhi tman may have done ·while in 
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its employ will be considered as contributing directly to 

the mission work of the Presbyterian Church. 

In this connection it ought to be mentioned that the 

word, 11mission, 11 will be used when describing one of the 

individual mission stations. The word, 11Mission, 11 will 

refer to the entire group of mission stations and their 

occupants, the total missionary effort of the American 

Board missionaries in Oregon. 
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FORMA'l'IVE INFLUENCES ON J,·~iiRCUS 1NHI'l'lil.AN 

AND THEIR RESUL'l'S 

A. Introduction 

No historical figure can be studied adequately without 

taking into account the envirOI4'1l8nt in which he lived and 

the times of which he was a part. Therefore it will be the 

chief concern of this chapter to study the major influences 

which affected the character and mission of Marcus 'vJhitman. 

Such factors as world and national history during the 

period of Vifhi tman 1 s life ·will be investigated, for full 

cognizance must be taken of those events in Europe and Eng­

land which were then taking place in order to appreciate 

their effect upon American history and 1'llnerican missions. 

'J:.lhe developing history of the rapidly expanding United 

States nru.st also be examined because it is inseparably re­

lated to the growth of westvvard migration and to the conse­

quent development of Christian work a'tlong the Araerican 

Indians. 

The contribution of his family end his wife to the for­

mation and growth of character and religious life in this 

frontier missionary will be noted and an analysis of his 

religious life and Christian character will then be made. 

-2-
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'l'his will then lay the foundation for the remaining 

portion of the thesis. Succeeding chapters will be devoted 

to those who labored with ~~hitman in the cause of Christ, 

and to the actual contribution of W1J.i trnan to the develop-

ment of Presbyterian missions among the Indians. 

B. The Influence of History 

1. World History 

a. Political 

In the year 1792 the co:rn.rnon people of France rose up 

in arms against Louis XVI and Maria Antoinette, overthrew 

the national government, and set up a constitution of lib-

erty. In so doine; the free people of r;•r ance borrowed much 

from the newly-formed American republic and the bold spirits 

of the American Hevolution. 1 About this same time a war 

began between England and France which was to last with 

only brief interludes until the year 1815. Arnerican sym-

pathies ·•vere with Prance, the .4.merican people remembering 

the part France had played in the American Revolution. 2 

This feeling was intensified when the British began stop-

ping American ships bound for :F'rench ports and, on the high 

seas, carrying off British-born sailors to fight for England 

in the war against France. 

• • • • • • 
1. Charles A. Beard, The History of the American People, 

pp. 212-213. 
2. Ibid. 
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It -.vas only through tho tireless efforts of' 'Ne.shington 

and Har;1il ton that a second war vd th Ene;land was averted. 

The resulting Jay ~rreaty of' neutrality with Britain v:ras no 

more popular with many United States citizens than vms the 

impressxnent of Junerican searn.en. But vvar had been avoided. 

!J.1he years from 1794.-1815 were important ones, not only 

on the continent; but for the United States as well. These 

years of fighting between England and France saw first one 

side gain the advant and then the other. But before 

long there could be no doubt of the ultimate outcome. In 

1794- Lord Howe defeated the French fleot. The next two 

yes:t•s saw Napoleon gain victories over Holland and Austria, 

only to be defeated again, at the battle of' the Nile against 

Lord Nelson. The year 1803 was a significant one, for with 

the renewal of' hostilities betrveen France and England, 

Napoleon came to see the impossibility of any longer hold -

ing his possessions in the Mississippi River area of the 

United States.l This vn.st area from the Mississippi River 

to the Rocky Mountains had originally belonged to Spain~ 

until she had sie;ned a secret treaty with Na.poleon in 1800 

giving him the entire terri tory. l'Je.poleon with his con­

quering army was about to invade New Orleans and consolidate 

his gains, when the rene\Ned v,rarfare of 1803 made him see the 

impossibility of this. And so the United States was prov-

. . . . . . 
l. Beard, cit., pp. 22L~-225. 
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identi2.lly spared from a Prench invasionl of that territory 

which was soon to become a part of the United States, a 

territory which would play such an important role in the 

opening of the west. 

b. Economic 

The end of the 18th century witnessed another revolu-

tion, a bloodless one. The industrial revolution vvhich 

swept across England and the United States usllered in an 

era of mechanical inventions and power-driven machinery. 

Por the next tvventy-five years the development of factories 

progressed, and there was great expansion and development 

in international trade, accompa..n.ied by the rapid grovrth of 

seaport cities. It brought to the United States a new 

prosperity, but also new proble:cs, as the tremendous in-

crease in the production of cotton necessitated the acqui-

sition of labor in great quanti ties. The answer more 

slaves. 2 The development of the reaper by Cyrus :McCormick 

in 183L~ greatly aided the farmer in his work just as Eli 

~~-vhitney 1 s cotton gin had revolutionized the processing of 

cotton in 1793. The new developments in transportation 

stem1ned from Pul ton 1 s steaniboat of 1807, and. with the devel­

oping railroads of the 1820 1 s, 3 the "Nay was opened wider 

• • • • • • 

1. Beard, op. cit., p. 
2. Ibid., pp. 312-317. 
3. Tbid., p. 327. 
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for an increasing population mobility and advancing immigra-

tion. 

2. United States History 

Though :much of the history of Ollr ncttion is linked with 

that of other nations, there are certain events v:l1J.ch, for 

the purpose of this thesis, D.re better treRted as isolated 

happenings in the main stream of vJorld history, their bear-

ing oeing :more directly upon the United States than any 

other country. 

a. 'rho Louisiana Purchase 

jVhen Thomas Jefferson sent James Monroe to Paris with 

the orders to buy st Plorida and Nev.r Orleans for tvm mil-

lion dollars, he returned vfith the entire Louisiana terri-

tory w.hich Napoleon had gi von him for the sum of fifteen 

million dollars, over seven times vvhat Jefferson had intend­

ed to pay •1 A great hue fu"ld cry irnmediately 7vent up in this 

country from the camp of Jefferson's political enemies. 

Jefferson himself was uncertain about the entire matter, not 

wanting to add to the n.sttion~ll debt. But public opinion in 

the west and south secr;1ed to favor the purclu:.se, so he 

signed the treaty ~:md the Sen:1te DT'OliT:Jtlv endorsed his 
~ .>. "' 

ac-

tion. Thus in December~, 1003, the United States acquired 

an area which prD .. ctically doubled t:::w existing size of the 

. . . . . . 
1. Beard, op. • +-

Clv., p. 
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United States. 1 Many easterners considered this the fool-

hardy purchEJ.se of an unirli."'labi table wilderness. But in 1903, 

just one hundred years later, this land vms completely 

settl and valued at le seven billion dollars or 

five hundred times the original purchase price. 2 

b. Relations with England 

The causes leading up to the War of 1812 bet\veen Eng-

land and the United States >Here several. As a result of 

the war between France and England, England blockaded J:t'rench 

ports and the Prench blockaded the British. As the United 

States traded heavily vilith both countries, this was a :seri-

ous situation indeed. lVIany in the United States ·wanted the 

international trade continued and favored a \Nar ·with either 

or both countries. But Thomas Jefferson, the man of peace, 

had another solution, the Embc,rgo Act of 1807. He hoped 

this act would bring both :6ngLmd and France to terms by 

prohibiting all &'nerican merchant ships from leaving port. 

The act failed of its intended end, and served only to crip-

ple .American commerce and to encourage smuggling until its 

Not only did the British blockade ·with the resulting 

Arnerican Enibargo act cause bad fe ings betv.reen t~J.e United 

States and England, but the hi handed impressing of 

. . . . 
1. Beard, op. cit.,p. 225; Including the esent states of 

ArlG:msas, ssouri, Iowa, Oklahoma, Kansas, Nebraska, 
Sou·th Dal{otr~, <;tncl large portions of~ Lollisianct, I.~iP...nesotc.::., 

North Dakota, Colorado, h:ontana, Wyo:·ning. 
2. Ibid., p. 225. 
J. Ibid., pp. 2Jq_-2J6. 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
·I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

-G-

A:rnerican seamen by British ships on the high seas was an 

outrageous violation of human rights, and l'leightened the 

gro·wing feeling against the British in this country. 

The United States was not in favor of war with France 

because she had not enforced her blockade due to lack of 

warships. Nor had she impressed .American seamen. J?urther, 

it was claimed that the British had been inciting the 

Axnerican Indians to attack the pioneer settlers. James :il~adison 

who had become president was op~)osed to war as Jefferson had 

been, but seeing h.is party was in favor of it, he signed a 

declaration of vmr against Great Britain, June 18, 1812. So 

in the year that Napoleon Bonaparte was retreating from his 

empty vic tory over burning lV~oscow, a retreat which almost 

completely annihilated the entire French arrrry, 1 in this 

year England and the United States once again took up arms 

against each other, commencing hostilities \\;hich were not 

to cease until the '.rreaty of Ghent in 1814. 

c. NLonroe Doctrine 

But peace with England was not the assurance of peace 

with other nations. F'rom South Amei•ica ca:rne rumblings of 

unrest and revolution. During the time of the Napoleonic 

wars, 1810-182.5, the Spanish colonies in South America began 

to assert their independence from Spain, thus emulating the 

action of the 1~1erican colonies in 1776.2 

• • • • • • 

1. E.S. Creasy, The F'ifteen Decisive Battles of the 'Norld, 
p. 231. 

2. Beard, op. cit., pp. 2Lt.3-246. 
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The Holy Alliance, Russia, Prussia, and Austria, met 

to discuss this re·oellious action in South A:merica. But 

because of British support of the rebellions for trade 

reasons, and because of the J:lionroe Doctrine warning against 

European interference in A:merican affairs, neither H.ussia 

nor any other country intervened in North or South America. 

Thus Russia's claims to the Pacific Northrvest v;ere never 

enforced. 

d. Beginning of Westvvard Migration 

Having looked at the general historical situation in 

the United States and abroad, attention may now be turned 

to those events in o:J.r country 1 s history having to do more 

directly with the development and expansion of the vvest. 

Perhaps the foremost in point of time and importo.nce, is the 

actual beginning of westward emigration from the eastern 

st es. The main reasons for this population shift have 

been explained by Frederick Jackson Turner: 

11 It appears then that the uni vel:' sal clispo­
sition of Anlei'icans to errdgrate to the 
westei'n -.·dldei'ness, in ordei' to enlm'2;e 
their dominion over inanimate nature is 
the actual result of an e.x:p~::msi ve povrer 
'Nhich is inherent in them, and which by 
continually agi ts.ting all cL1sses of soci­
ety is constantly throwing a l:;o.rge portion 
of the whole no-oulation on the extreme con­
fines of the ~t~te, in order to gain space 
for its development. Hardly is a new state 
or terri tory formed before the smae princi-
ple manifests itself and gives rise 
to a further emigration; and so is it destined 
to go on until a physical barrier rDust 
finally obstruct its progress~l 

. . . . 
l. The Frontier in iunerican History, p. 7. 
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Crowding in the existine; states gives an incentive for m.ov-

ing \Vest, and when this new area is populated in turn, a 

further movement is felt necessary. 

This west·::ard expansion hP.s been characterized by four 

general periods: (l) forest-trail and old road period from 

late colonial times dovm to the end of the 18th century; 

( 2) the flatboat period, from the end of the .t\merican Rev-

elution onward about fifty years; (3} the ste.<1:rnboat period, 

lBl0-1870; (4) and the age of the railroads beginning 

':{ c' l around lv3;;>• It is to be noted that these last two periods 

were important in that they furnished me:ny emigrants to the 

Pacific northwest during the tixne of J:!iarcus ;Nhi trnan and his 

work there. The improved roads, developing ste.g.mboats, 

canals, eJld railroads, all rrli.tde the process of vvestvvard 

migration much easier.2 

These thousands of men and vwmen vrho came across the 

Appalachians and eventually reached the Pacific ocea:J., found 

life in the wilderness exceedingly lonely. Neighbors vvere 

few and far between. 'When there was a death in the family, 

a rude coffin would be constructed of boards, and vd thout 

any funeral service save a prP.yer, the body would be buried 

in a clearing where a vratch for preying wolves might be kept .3 

. . . . 
l. Beard, op. cit., pp. 250-251. 
2. Colin B. Goodykoontz, Home IViissions on the American Fron­

tier, p. 168. 
3. Beard, op. cit., p. 262; A pathetic incident in the life 

of AbrfthLl...'ll Lincoln, was the death of his mother on the 
Indiana frontier in 1818. Several months passed before 
a minister could be found to conduct a simple service 
over her grave. 
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One of the most notable events in this history of 

western expansion, was the great Mormon migration led by 

Brigha.r;1 Young, which reached the ba.rren alkali ·1vastes of 

the Salt Lake region in Uta...'l, in 1343. These five thousand 

spiritual migrants soon had transformed t~'lis desert into a 

flowering paradise through their great industry and the 

extensive use of irrigation. 1 

Since the general trend of vvestward migrationlns been 

observed, it will next be in order to take a so::cewhat clo-

ser look at the actual settling of the northwest territory. 

This will begin vil th the exploration of Lewis and Clark. 

Their expedition will be used as the starting point in the 

direct consideration of northwest history. No atte:cnpt will 

be made to trace the history of the Oregon country back 

farther than the Lev/is and Clark expedition, because for 

the purpose of this study those men represent the first 

organized exploration of the vast Louisiana Purchase, an 

exploration that vms soon to send. wave upon wave of emigrants 

surging west·.;vard, a movement wb.ich would bring ,;:;_ th it 

lv'Iarcus ;IJhi tman. 

3. History of tile Northwest 

a. Le·Nis and Clark 

Shortly after the purchase of the Louisiana Territory, 

Jefferson sent l'vieri wether Levvis, his thirty-ye~:1.r-old private 

. . . . . . 
1. S.A. I.Iorison, and H.S. Corrrrn.ager, The Growth of the 

J:'Lmerican Hepublic, p. L~?O. 
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secretary and former ·western soldier, together with 'Nilliam 

Clark an experienced frontiersman and youngest brother of 

George Hogers Clark, to explore and map this new terri tory. 

Beginning from St. Louis in May of' 1804, they went up t~he 

Missouri River, across the Dakotas to the Rocky Iilountains, 

and from there floated down the Columbia River to the ?aci-

fie in November, 1805. They returned to St. Louis by Septem­

ber of 1806 having covered over eight thousand miles in a 

little over two years.l 'l1he entire expedition nearly per-

ished in crossing the Rockies, floundering through heavy 

snow drifts, and being reduced to eating crawfish and prai-

2 without any food at all. rie wolf for food, at times go1ng 

When the annals of the expedition were publisll.ed, the 

people of the east were stirred by the rich promise which 

the western lands apparently held for farming and coloniza­

tion.3 The expedition was tbe first to cross the North 

.c\..merican continent by land and had paved the vray for the 

resulting mir;raLions that were 

b. Zebulon Pike 

), 
soon to come.· .. 

'rhe same year, 1204, ti'lat Lewis and Clark went west, 

Lieutenant Zebulon Pike and a party went up the Mississippi 

• • • • • • 

1. Beard, op. cit., p. 227-228. 
2. Charles l\1. Wilson, I.1eriwether Le·Nis of Lewis and Clark, 

pp. 156-157. 
3. Beard, op. cit., p. 228. 
4. Wilson, op. cit., p. 22. 
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River alr:wst to its source. 'rhey returned e loring in the 

southvv-est part of Colorado to the foot of the mountain YJhich 

nov,r bears his n2.me. 

So through the efforts of tvw exploring parties, Lewis 

and Clark, and Pike, the west and northwest v>Jere mapped 

t ' . .co 1 more accurately nan ever be1ore. The people in the east-

ern states were oecoming more and more avmre of the oppor-

tunities for trade and colonization. 

c. Historical Situ.r:ttion and Conditions in the NorthiVeElt 

1) Geo aphic<=ll Boundaries 

At the time the Whitmans established their rc1ission 

work in Ore;::;on in 1836, the ·ooundaries of the terri tory 

enclosed a vast area of over seven hundred thousand square 

Iniles. 2 The southern boundary extended along the forty-

second parallel from the Pacific to about tvrenty miles 

northeast of the present B. awl ins, Wyoming. 'rhe eastern 

boundary went north along the continental divide to a point 

on the Arctic Ocean about one hundred miles west of the 

mouth of the :Mackenzie River. 1JI:i:1e western extrerility of the 

terri tory was determined by Russian Alaska and the Pacific 

Ocean.3 

2) Population Distribution 

. . . . . 
1. Beard, op. cit., p. 229. 
2. Miles Cannon, Waiilatpu, Its Hise and Pall, p. 39. 
J. roid. 
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In this entire area there were not more than twenty­

five Americansl and probably no more than fifty v1hi tes of 

all nations. 2 At the sam.e time the Indian population was 

about one hundred thousand.3 

d. Problems of Settlen~nt 

1) Influence of Hudson's Bay Company 

Until the official boundary between the United States 

and Ca."lada was established, the Uregon coun.:try was held in 

common by settlers of ooth England and the United States. 

But to all practical purposes, ti1.e Hudson's Ba;y Company con-

trolled the country and did its best to keep it in its 
I 

primitive wild state.~ 1he officers of the company, thou[~ 

dwellers in the wilderness, were men of refine~r1ent and 

education, fluent in both French and English, as well as 

the Indian dialect. 5 'rhey received all missionaries 

graciously regardless of their theological persuasion. 

Around the middle of the nineteenth century the power 

and influence of the company beg;an to decline, and by 1856 

almost all forts south of the newly-made Canadian boundary 

. . . . . . 
1. Cannon, op cit., p. 39. '.i:here is some disaGreement about 

this figure, another author placing the figure at 50 
A.merica .. 11.s; cf. ~~'/illiarr1 A. Mowry, Nlarcus Whitman and the 
Early Days of Oregon, p. 98. 

2. Cannon, op. cit., p. 5o; gives the breakdovm as 10 .Prot. 
missionaries, 2 H.C. missionaries, 2 doctors, 6 laymen, 
13 .. AmericGn vJOmen, 20 settlers, and 10 children, 5 born 
in Oregon 'rerri tory. 

;3. Mowry, 1 oc. cit. 
LJ-. 1/Lary Gay Eumphreys 1 Missionary Bxplorers Among the Auer­

ican Indians, p. loO. 
5. Cannon, op. cit., p. ~-0• 
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were deserted. This was caused by the rush of llmerican 

settlers following the gold craze of 13~-9, and a marked 

drop in the de1rwnd for furs, due to the appeP_rance of silk 

nap.l 

2) Living Conditions 

Travel in these times vms largely by horseback or 

river boat in the east, by horse or on foot in the west. 

The houses of the settlers were of the rudest nature. They 

consisted of an earth floor, and a roof made of pine boughs 

or sod. 'I1hin cloth was used instead of glass for windows.2 

l'Jiail carne through about once or twice every year on its 

long trip we t. Indians were a conste.nt problem. Not only 

did they have to be su·odued or pacified, ,Jut they must then 

be provided for and their l s ::.1ecured against speculators 
') 

and land-grabbing frontiersmen • .) 

3) Oregon Country in Dispute 

There was much contention al t.he Pacific coast as 

to the terri tori:.1l rights of Britain and the United States. 

a) British Clalms 

The Hudson's Bay Cor;1pany had been chartered in 1670 by 

Charles II and had had a great influence in favor of Brit-

ish claims in western C since the.t t irae. In 1791-1795 

l. Cannon, op. cit., p. 39. 
2. Mowry, op. cit., pp. 93-99· 
3. v:orison, op. cit., p. 11. 
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George Vancouver, a British sea-captain, explored and ed 

the west coast from San ego, California to Cook's Inlet, 

On the basis of actual inhaoitants in the terri-

tory north of the Columoia River around lc34lt-, t:'le British 

really were justified in their clal~s. For livin~ near 

Port Vancouver and Puget Sound t;here viere over seven hundred 
') 

British colonists and only six American citizens.c::. 

b) Arlerican Claims 

The United States was naturally trying to establish her 

right to possession of tl:1e Oregon territory to ~)rotect her 

colonists and settle.:c•s. At the same time that Vancouver was 

e:x:plorlng the coa~::t, Hobert Gray of i3of:3ton s ed around 

South Iunerica and along the Pacific coast. In 1792 he dis-

covered a great river to ch he gave the name of Columbia. 3 

The United Staces also ba::;ed her claims upon the exl:;lora-

tion of tho Louisiana I'u~ech!:oi.Se by Lewis o.nd Clark, 2md upon 

the settlement 

fur-trading of 

bringing in the 

of the Oregon territory as opposed to the 

the .3ri tish, which did not concentrate upon 
I, 

influences of civilization.~ 

c) Differences Resolved 

T1'l"' O"'C''Dat- 1• on a~·rer:>~le·nJ,. v"f-'' lr,'.\1·•~ ::-.. 0"-.?re'ed to 'o:•.,r 'oo·f-'_·"'· 1 c; v l-<-l · ~ c G ~u ·- 0 • __ _ _ <·c v v '-'· 

. . . . . . 
1. Beard, op. cit., p. 231. 
2 .. _..., T"" r-.-'iJ.. ~,--... )1!.'9 • lSun, o.c'• ~~0., l-'• ,_1_u-. 
3. Beard, loc.,cit. 
)+· Viillia.:m Barro·ws, Oregon, The Strv.[;g1e for Possession, 

;>lJ-:?19. pp. ~ -



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

-17-

England and the United States stated that all territory 

north of forty-two degrees, then the boundary of California, 

would be open to citizens of either country, though no one 

was to be allovved to orm property nor to establish a 

government. The door was now open for trappers, traders, 

wissionaries and promoters of both countries. This fact 

vms forcibly brought home to the American people by Congress-

man Floyd of Virginia who spoke out strongly for an A:."j_erican 

fort to be erected at the mouth of the Columbia Hiver. 1 

By a careful historical survey 3ancroft smm:narizes and 

analyzes the claims of both nations, and comes to the con-

elusion that neither country had a justified claim to sole 
2 

O'rmership. The Americans had good claims to the territory, 

nevertheless, and wisely decided not to force the issue. In 

1846 another treaty was dravm up between the United States 

and England, and when it was ratified by both countries, the 

long-disputed terri tory south of ·t;he forty-ninth parallel 

to the Columbia H.i ver and south,- became a part of the United 

•"'t t 3 ;::; a es. 

in 1848, 

Oregon C<lme into the union as a slaveless territory 

and eleven years later became a state.4 

. . . . . . 
1. A. B. Hulbert and D.P. Hulbert, Marcus Whitman Crusader, 

Vol. l, pp. l-2. 
2 •. Hubert H. Bancroft, rrhe 'Narks of Hubert H. Bancroft, 

Vol. 28, pp. 316-333. 
3. Ibid., p. 1-t-ll+. 
4. Morison, op. cit., p. 533. 
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4. History of United States Christian I,:issions 

'rhe development of Christian missions on the American 

frontier paralleled to a large extent the growth of the 

nation as a whole. The concept of 11manifest destiny" played 

a large part in the motives of the early missionaries to 

the A~erican Indians. 1 Shared by clertzy and layity alike, 

it maintained that it was God's will for the United States 

to occupy all or the best parts of North .America. This was 

a decided bit of evidence for the religious triumph of 

Protestantism over the influence of the Catholic Church in 

America. 2 Ridiculous as this idea may appear to some it 

was a pov.rerful motive for the v1estern rnissionaries who felt 

they were directly linked to the divine plan of God as they 

carried out His will. 

a. Development of Missions in the East 

1) Formation of lvlissionary Societies 

The clmracteristic feature of home missions3 as the 

nineteenth century began was the formation of Il1:'lny voluntary 

missionary societies on the state and local level. L~ I'1rom 

1798-1820 home missionary vvork was supervised in this 

manner. The integration of missionary administx'ation on 

• • • • • • 

1. Goodykoontz, op. cit., p. 271. 
2. Ibid. 
3. Ibid., p. 272, footnote, makes tlJ.e distinction tl1at 11home 11 

missions refered to white settlers, vrhile 11 foreignn 
missions indicated work araong the Indians. 

4· Ibid., p. 115. 
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the state level marked a great high point in missions 

·\'Ii th much overl inefficient 

ac3rilinistration in local church gr c 1 
""" 

Follo\i!ing the close of the war of 1 12, t1~irl1:ing on 

a national sco~e was in the air, and this feel 

into the religious life of the country as well, th the 

formation of several national . ' . ':) 
SOCle·GleS • c. In home missions 

on.ly to do th the 

needless duplication of function on the st::o_:;e and local 

level, but also provided a better base on ell to meet the 

grovfing problems of the west, and afforded r.mch better 

publicity for the entire mission work. 

a) Presbyterian Board of ssions 

'rhe churches vfi::tich becane the gre est ln nmnbers and 

in influence vmre those which follcy;.red at ion, 

ministering to the needs both reli ous cultural of the 

pioneers. 'l'hat the Presbyterian Ch-u.rc.h d s is shorm by 

the fact t in the mic;ration of the late 1700 1 s Presbyter-

ian churches and pa~:>tor•s Vlere to be found the farthest west 

of any denonination.3 'rhe Presb-;{terian Boc-trd of sfdons 

was formed in 1816 and ears to have concerned itself 

th home missions, leaving foreign 

. . . . . 
1. Goocl:ykoontz, op. cit., p. 116. 
c2. Ibid., p. 17;~. 
3. \if. • et, Religion on the 1:tmeric an 

~~1R e~·o· v~e~rl" 0 no 1783 l~L1 J•O T) 23 - -· ..._, ......, J V !_.j.. • .J..j...) ' \...J - \...I 1.K ' l: • • 

ssions to the 

ontier, Vol. 2, 
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larger interdenominational bodies. 1 

b) k.'llerican Home Missionary Society 

The .American Home Missionary Society founded in 1826, 

was termed by some, 11 the most important single home mission-

ary agency among Protestants in the United States before 

the Civil War. 112 The Society proved to be a productive 

experiment in interdenominational cooperation. 'rhe work of 

the organization was carried on mainly in western New York, 

Ohio, southern Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, iassouri, and 

Kentucky, the 11 out west 11 of the day.J 

2) Religious Climate in the East 

During the 1830's revivalistic religion and denomination-

al rivalries wer'e sv1eeping the eastern countryside. Under the 

Edwards-like emotionalism of Charles G. 1-''inney, a renewed 

interest in religion vvas being felt all over the country. 

The lower-class migrants from the south were strong individ-

ualists and liked their religion in "violent revivalistic 

do ~es.n4 n :::; When I hear a man preach I like to see him act 
.-' 

as if he were fighting bees, 11 said Abraham Lincoln.-> 

The Congregationalists of New E...n.gland and the New York 

• • • • • • 

1. E.H. Gillett, History of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States of America, Vol. 2, p. 216. 

2. Goodykoontz! op. cit., p. 173. 
3. Ibid.' p. 188. 
4. Morison, op. cit., P• 170. 
5. Ibid. 
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.Presb;yterians, llOV!ever, believed thE~ t q·u.i et er cor1vcrsions 

fol1.owinc; ally rwre 

1 D.S t , and fe1.t that missiona~ies should be sent '";:7est' to 

bring '-- t'- ., .L.' 1" . '. 1 ou~ -~ese be0~er re 1g1ous prac~1ces. 

b. Development of ssions :Ln st 

Tl:e be and ext on of ssion 

the ssiss 

l) Influence of the Hudson 1 s B 

liucison 1 s B 

Com:rJany was quite favorably inclined t ssiona_ries 

of all denominations. Part of this friendliness was no 

doubt clue to a sti ation of the camp tor ch 

stated '."J8.S -"CCt VO ftid_ ancl 

encour e1~1ent to t:1e 
I 

s s i onctr~ i e s. l-i- It vas practice of 

the c , the c 
r' 

to be Indicms I!) 

2) Influence of Trap~ers o:t'ers 

Lewis and Cl i·1" lr-zu'),_~ Hu··\o;_ -- -" -' ·--;- .Lv to lei Indians the 

oi' tJJ.o porioc1s 

wave of Presbyter-

Eyron cu.s t::,:..an, P iot, p. 25. 
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v1hite man 1 s povier came from his God, and from acJ.herine; to 

Bible reading and .:3abbath observance of' the Chz·istian reli-

gion. Pron other explorers the 1nduc:.ns received informa-

tion about the v1nite rnants rel on. One trapper spent 

'lours in prayer and reading the Bible. 1 

3) Work of the Methodist ssionaries 

Methodist missionary vvork a::nong the Indians of' the 

Pacific northwest antedated that of the Presbyterians by 

thociists organized the Oregon Methodist 

Mission, and in 1834 sent -c.ne Heverend Jason Lee, s 

nephe·w, Daniel Lee, and a lflr. Cyrus Shepard, to set up the 

mission in the 'Ni1lamette Valley aoout sixty miles from 

Vancouver. 'l1hey ship ed their sup~)lies by bo and jour-

neyed to Oregon overland.2 

'l1he character of Jason Lee is v-:rell spoken of by £;Ir. 

Wilbur Pisk, the man chiefly responsiole for the founding 

of the L'lethoclist Oregon l!iis sion. \-Vhen he vms asked v7ho 

best was fitted to c on t;he ~Nork of the mission, he 

replied, 11 I know of but one in the world, every rvay calcu-

Oliver Nixon sees a close 

res lance vJith the cJ:w .. racter of lV~arcus ·vVhitman, vi~'len :.O..e 

says of Lee, !!No other man anong the pioneers can be so 

1. Eells, op. cit., p. 2_5. 
2. Don 0. Shelton, Heroes of the Cross in America, pp. 139-

l !·O· :·~; (").!c, - ·+- -,.... li0/7 -~ , ~o~~con, op. Clu., p. ~ • 
3. VIade Crawford Barclay, story of Iiiethodist ssions, 

..t- -~ .. ,._,r t1 -.. 17/,.. ..... l<::.?.Ll ~r., . Par"' One, .LY llrnerlc an l(.te ilOd.lsm ..... O'}- '--LJ..L~, v O .. L? , 

?Q" 3. p. ~ 
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nearly classed with Wnitman for untiring energy in courting 

immigration. 111 

Lee reported rather unfavorable conditions existing as 

far as tr...e climate for missionary work was concerned. There 

was none of the reported eagerness on the part of the Indi~~s 

to learn of the white man's God, and in some instances a 

decided hostility expressed against the missionaries. The 

F'lathead tribe of Indians had been decimated by a tribal war 

with the Blackfeet and many other tribes were small and 

widely scattered. There was also the continual opposition 

of many traders to the work of the church. 2 So it was to 

the Methodist missionaries that credit must be given for 

first carrying on :mission vvork among the western Indians, 

and for giving a picture of the existing conditions on the 

field. 

l_J-) Evaluation of the Effectiveness of Iv1issionary 

'J'lork on the Northwest Coast 

a) Bancroft's Opinion 

The opinion of H.H. Bancroft regarding the effective-

ness of the early missionary work in the northwest must be 

considered not only because of his position as a leading 

historian of our Pacific coast, but also because his opinion 

is such a sharp contrast to that which is usually expressed. 

• • • • • • 

1. Shelton, op. cit., pp. 139-lLJ-0. 
2. Barclay, op. cit., p. 207. 
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He termed the missionary work a complete failure for three 

main reasons: (1) because the ssionarios wer·e at t er,1p ting 

to '' . ., 1 .1 cne unpos SlO e • (2) because tre missionaries were 

too preoccupied vii th obtaining land and cultivating it, sub-

jectin5 the Indians to virtual serfdom; (3) because of the 

bad example set by the wili te settlers in their i1mnorali ty 

and drunkeness, nullifying the influence o:C the rriission­

aries. 2 As far as Banc:eoft was concerned the efforts of 

the missionaries were futile, but history has proved otr1er-

wise. 

b) Influence of the I,iissionEtries Upon Im.mi-

grat;ion 

·rhe Lees v:ho went to Oregon in loJ)+ under the Liethodist 

.2~piscopal Church and the ·vrnitma::'l party sent out in li3J6, by 

the Congresational-Presbyterian knerican Board of Comrrlis-

sioner~~ for Foreign I!Iis:dons, were both a powerful influence 

. . . 
1. Bancroft, op. cit., pp. 5L~9-550; Bancroft says, 11 :Speaking 

generally, all missionary effort is a fa11ure. Such. 
history pronounces to be its fate. Mi s :.:don~:cry effort 
seeks to lift the savage mind from the darkness of its 
own reli on, which God c:md nature ve ~;i ven it as the 
best for it, and to i.'ix it on the abstract princi:oles of 
civilized belief which it cunnot comp:t"c~hend. It seeks 
to improve the :r::oral 2nd t:late:c"ial concH tions of the sav-
a[';e v;rhen its very touch is de:::1th. eatest boon 
Christiani,ty can confer upon :ts to let them 
alone. 'l1hey are not re ::ret to c the soil or 
learn to read, or to change ir natul"e or their religion. 
'rhese ends the Almighty accomplic:I1.es in s oy;n good time 
implantir1c; into the clearer li.::;ht as tney are aole to 
rec vo· l' i- 11 (-o· u+- -1''!"~- •ne -no·'- ,_,n·'- c·lvla·1 ·,'"'1tPr"'<t) ..- \.I • . V !.-C-J..j ~~ "'- lJ ... ..-.. i.J ,~~.!.. , ~~ t.~~ v • 

2. Ibid. 
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in attracting American settlers to Oregon. 1 And Bancroft, 

even though negating the effectiveness of the religious 

work of the missionaries, ad~its that the missionaries 

helped establish a foothold in the wilderness for ~~e com­

ing settlers. 2 

But perhaps the most important work of the early mis-

sionaries in the United States was not done in the h1ethodist 

Mission nor in the religious evangelism of the eastern sea-

board, but in the establishing of certain churches. F'ol" 

both Marcus 'Whitman and H.H. Spalding, his compatriot, came 

from churches which had been established by l1.ome mission-

aries, and were thus directly influenced by the missions to 

which they later gave themselves so unreservedly.3 And so 

in the ever-narrowing circles of world and .1-l.:rnerican history, 

it is discerned how directly Marcus vv::li tman and the work of 

which he was so soon to become a part viere influenced, as 

will be seen, for the great good of the missionary effort. 

c. The Influence of Wnitman 1 s Family 

1. His Parents 

a. Their Character and Ancestry 

Marcus Whitman's parents were strong and rugged New 

• • • • • • 

1. Goodykoontz, op. cit., P• 273. 
2. Bancroft, op. cit., p. 390. 
3. Clifford M. Drury, Presbyterian Panorama, p. 28. 
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Englanders. As an infant Marcus lived with them in a log 

house on the rough frontier where his father was a tanner. 1 

His father died when Marcus was only eight years old. 

It is an interesting fact of histor;;r that iiiarcus Vv'b.it­

man and Abrah&-vn Lincoln were related, 2 a missionary martyr 

and a president who died for what he believed, both from 

the same fmnily line. 

b. Effect of Earl~/ Life U:[JOn 'Nhitman 1 s Character 

1) Environment 

At an early age Marcus 'Nhi tman was being prepar·ed for 

the rigors which life held for him. The rough and ready 

life of the frontier in vvhich he gre·w up developed his 

strength and resourcefulness. And the responsibility which 

bec&-vne his following his father 1 s death helped oduce that 

strength of character vrhich vwuld stand him in such good 

stead in the years ahead.3 

2) Religious Training 

He was given religious training by his parents and 

following the death of his fath.er, his spiritual guide and 

. . . . 
1. Eells, op. cit., p. 22. 
2. Ibid., p. 21; Samuel Lincoln settled in Salem,. lviass. in 

1637. John W11itman of Wey-'.crwuth, IVJ:ass., ca. 1638, was the 
founder of the JJhitc!1an fDmily. His oldest child, Sarah, 
married Abraharn Jones of Hingham, ltass. in 1683. They 
had seven c~lildren, one, Sr:J.rili ·ahitraan Jones, raarrying 
Mordecai Lincoln. 'rhis marri was blessed with four 
children, one, lviordecai being the great-great grandfather 
of our president. 

3. Shelton, op. cit., p. 136. 



I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

-27-

counselor was his paternal grandfather. 1 F'rom his birth 

in Hushville, New Yorl{ in li302 until his conversion at the 

age of seventeen when he joined the Presbyterian Church of 

Wl1eeler, New York, his religious training was the oest pos-

sible. 2 

2. His Brothers 

Not too nru.ch is kno;,vn about why Marcus tman did not 

enter the ministry as he desired, but his brothers Beem to 

be a controversial quantity in the matter. IfJ:arcus Whitman's 

heart vvas set upon being a minister, but his brothers, fear-

ing he would become a charity scholar for lack of funds per-

suaded him against his vlill to give up the idea. He then 

entered a course of study preparing for a career in medicine. 3 

Creegan does not mention the influence of' W11itr;-J.an 1 s brothers 

upon his decision, but speaks of physical ills vihich appar­

ently influenced him in favor of the medical profession.4 

Whitman spent four years in medical practice and several in 

business with his brothers before he began to consider the 

possibilities and oppor·tuni ties of mission service in his 

thirtieth ye~..u:. 

3. His ~ife, Narcissa 

No attempt will be made at tlis particular point to 

esth:1ate the influence Narcissa 'Nhitman :ho.d upon her hus-

1. Shelton, op. cit., p. 136; Charles C. Creegan, Great 
Missionaries of' the Church, pp. 3L~3-3L!lt• 

2. Ibid. 
3. Eells, op. cit., p. 23. 
1~. Creegan, op. cit., p. 344; Shelton, o~). cit., p. 137. 
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band, except to call attention to the fact that all minis-

ter's wives have a very decided influence upon the life and 

1 f -1-h t' T 1 worx o v e men neJ marry. This is perhaps true to an 

even greater extent as it relates to the work and life of 

the :missionary, as we shall see in the next chapter. 'rhat 

Narcissa W'hi tman did influence her husband can be little 

doubted. Suffice to say at this point that her deep spir-

itual life was a constant undergirding and uplifting force 

in the life of her husband.2 

D. Results: A Character 

Having observed the varying influences playing upon 

the life and times of Marcus ;Nhi tman, it is next in order 

to catch a glimpse of the great Christian cho.racter which 

emerged. 

1. Religious Life 

For the purposes of this study it has been found help-

ful to divide the study of Marcus Whitman's religious life 

into two broad areas: his early religious life up to the 

year of his marriage in 1836 and his subsequent trip to Oregon, 

• • • • • • 

1. H.R. Black, The Minister t s Fa;mily and Its Influence in 
the Comnmnity, pp. 1-16. 

2. Eells, op. cit., p. 129. She \~ote on his long mid-winter 
ride east, ni believe the Lord will preserve me from being 
anxious about you, and I was glad to hear you say with so 
much confidence, that you trust in Him for safety ••• 
Night and day shall my prayer ascend to in your behalf. 11 
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and his mature religious life from this point on through 

the remainder of his life. 

a. Early Religious Life 

This has been partially seen in Iiiarcu s Whitman's early 

religious training, 1 and no repetition at this point will 

be attempted. With a great desire for adventure and dis-

covery coupled with strong religious convictions, w:'litman 

earnestly desired to engage in missionary work.2 He there-

fore wrote to the American Board of Co~~issioners for For-

eign Missions in 1831.~, stating this desire: 

11 I regard the missionary cause as based 
on the atonement and the connnands an.d 
promises of the Lord Jesus Christ to his 
aniliassadors and church; fu~d that it in­
volves the holiness and happiness of all 
that may be reclaimed from sin. I am 
·willing to go to any field of usefulness 
at the direction of the Junerican Boal"'d. 11 3 

And so in his early life are to be noted those basic beliefs 

in the essentials of the Christiili~ faith, and a desire to 

serve Him who is the basis for this faith. 

b. Mature Religious Life 

1) Trust in God 

w:11.itman 1 s mature relie;ious life is characterized by a 

deep trust in God which permeated all his work. This is 

• • • • • • 

1. Ante, pp. 26-27. 
2. Eells, op. cit., p. 23. 
3. Ibid. 
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l 
to be noted in an early letter to his fiancee, Harcissa Pren-

tiss, w~1ile traveling tovmrd Oregon shortly before their 

marri 

"I have a strong sire for that field of 
labor ••• I feel -;a.y unfitness for the worl<::; 
but I know in "vV.i.J.Oin I r1ave trusted, and 
with whom are the fountains of wisdom. O, 
that I may always look to this source for 
wisdom and grace ••• Hovv can Cl:1ristians 
ever become indifferent in their Master's 
service? You need not be ous especial-
ly for your health or safety, but for your 
usefulness to the cause of missions and to 
the soulf3 of our benighted fellow men. 11 1 

And ·uhen Narcissa 1 s father expressed a prophetic fear that 

the Indians vmuld kill him, he replied that God woHld take 

care of him because S ll"f'e· i~ac l·n u~c l10-n~s 2 ...- iJ(.;k~ ;..LJ~ >..J ·- ._..._ .............. ).....'. 

'l1hi s is further shovm he vvas prep.s.ring to leave 

. . . . 1') 1 2 .c> - -
~lS UllSSlOn ln O+ ~or illS fer1ous mid-1:dnter ride to Wash-

ington. T .....n addressing h:Ls fellow workers l1e told them that 

God helping .::1im he vJm::.ld soon be in Washington.3 He soon 

;;ms. When hopeless lost in a 2101:/ling blizzard on the con-

tinent divide the.t had even confounded his Indian guide, 

I.Iarcus "v'l:i:1itman :n1.elt in the piling drifts, co:rnmended his 

wife, his guide, and himself to God in prayer, and prepared 

to die. Just then s de noticed the et1r of one of the 

mules was t•.7i tching, and it seemed anx1ous to be off. Giving 

1. Shelton, op. cit., p. 1)~2. 
2. Ibid., p. 167. 
J. Ibid., p. 155. 
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the animal its head they staggered through the storm and 

v1ere soon huddled around the smouldering embers of their 

. '"'. 1 morn1ng c~~p11re. 

2) Devotional Life 

Vihitman, the man of faith and prayer, has already been 

seen, and it vvill be helpful to observe v>Ihence came this 

inner strength and sustaining power. 

On his long trip east he was regular in i1.is morning 

and evening devotions reading the Bible intently. 2 It ap-

pears that this inner strength came then, from his close 

fellowship with his Master, and a day by day dependence 

upon Him. 

2. Chars.cter Traits 

Prom the available evidence it may be concluded that 

Marcus Vi/hitman rvas a man of strong che.racter }"JOssessing 

the requisite qualities needed for the hardy life of a fron-

tier missionary. It is also to be noted how the religious 

element is inseparably intertwined with the other elements 

of his nature. 

As a young doctor he was considered, 11bold, sturdy, 

companionable ••• fond of adventure, and at the same time 

fervently religious. 11 3 He had a 11 singularly pleasac"lt and 

• • • • • • 

1. Humphreys, op. cit., pp. 169-170. 
2. Shelton, op. cit., p. 136. 
3. Hlli~phreys, op. cit., p. 123. 
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winninc; man.11.er. 111 He eo.recl J~ t -hea::·ted and happy, even 

jovial, to his niece 'ivhen he visited her mothei' in H~!~3, 

talking ceaselessly of his soul-savi vvork a:aong the Indi-

His a.mi e dispositicn was completely inc able of 

bori a grudge, no matter how serious the provocation. 

'n-1ere was no hate nor envy in him and a pePsono..l slight on-

ly caused him to ity the of:.i.'endei'. 

s genePous nature is revealed in his dealings with 

those ril-.:o had ;net sfortune. A frontiersman arPi ved 

ssion of Waiilatpu mope dead than alive, 

and being nursed back to healtl1. by Dr. Whitr:1.an, practically 

eating out of house and home in the process, figured 

thcJ:; he owed the doctor ab:)Ut five htmdred dollars for his 

sta.y. Prepar to g;o on his he inquired wh::d~ he could 

do to repay the debt he owed Dr. 'fifhi tman. od doctor 

not only cancelled the debt on the ot, but gave the man 

a ne'N l'lorse to sl'l on his .Sxhibiting nuch the 

sa:t:1e kindness, he acJ.opted seven orphaned children from an 

immigrant train, accepting no money 

port, and even giving to the boys some 
I 

t~.e-~T. 'on~l·n ~~l~l·- o-rr ~Dr~dQ ~I ...,.l. v t.Jt!::, I..Jl r.;:;_,_.J.," '1!\ .... l .iJ.\..-' ~"-' • 

. . . 
l. ton, o:;:!. cit., t' p. 1o7. 
2. Ibid. 

them for their sup-

his livestock that 

?.· Eells, op. 
q... Ibid. 

. 139-141; Cannon, op. cit., 
I' 

p. 0. 
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He was never overly particular about either his taste 

or his dress, a fact which led Gray to draw the conclusion 

that Vtl~itman was a hard man for some fastidious people to 

get along with.l Out of long experience on the trail, he 

could accommodate himself to the exis·t;ing conditions around 

him with the greatest equanimity. He often drank v1ater 

from a stream in his cupped hand and ate food from the tip 

of his hunting knife vJhen conditions dictated.2 

His uncomplaining fortitude carried him over the soli-

tary trails of the plains in scorching heat and freezing 

winter. Sometimes in the dead of winter he would be called 

to attend patients over two hundred miles away. He went 

·,vithout a nru.rmur. Without money and with no hope of reward 

he traveled v;herever he was needed in Indian hut or civil-

ized abode.3 

The fine disregard for danger which Whitman entertained, 

caused him to be criticized by some as being foolhardy and 

needlessly endangering the lives· of others, particularly 

when he ignored several warnings about the impending Indian 

massacre .4 
Dr. VJhitman was given to speaking his mind freely, if 

at times a bit hastily. He was capable of a huge araount of 

work., In fact he was always so busy t:b..at he didn't have 

• • • • • • 

1. Cannon, op. cit., p. 4. 
2. Ibid. 
3. Ibid. 
4. Ibid. , p • 5 • 
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time to parley in the approved Indian fashion. s answers 

were either, nye s, 11 or 11 no, 11 and this seeming abru_ptnes s 

may have helped to alienate the Indians against him :tn la­

ter life.1 

vrnitman 1 s physical stamina and endurance are well worth 

noting, for in them lies the way to much of his success. 

W::."lile engaged in medical studies as a young man, he became 

the victim of a chronic pain in his side which remained with 

him throughout his life. 3ut beca11se of his abounding en-

orgy and determination this 11 thorn in the fleshn failed to 

d .J-. - • 2 ever hlm. Though thoroue;hly ex.,.'lausted vJi th the wearinesB 

and fatigue engendered by the walking which was necessary 

to bring the first wagon over the Rocky Mountains, he kept 

on. Even a severe attack of rhem.natism ->tihich kept him in 

bed, could not detain him for long.3 s 11untiring energy 

of ch'lracteril enabled him to do those herc·ulean accomplish­

ments which he perfoi"Ewd. 4 
Marcus Whitr;ian was a living ex_;;JOnent of the gospel 

·which l1.e taugnt. His pacifistic nature \vas dramatically 

demonstrated in an argument ch he contracted th an In-

dian over pa;;rment for the use of land. 'rhe IncUan took 

hold of trm:m 1 s ear and pulled it vigorously, at ti:1e same 

. . . . . 
1. T.D. Allen, Doctor In Bucksldn, 
2. Eells, op. cit., p. 23. 

Hunrohr ev s, on • cit • , -o • 14'' 2 • .... ~.~ I.... ... 

Ib i d • , p • 1 o 0 • 
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time beating him on the chest. VJhen he had done this, Dr. 

Whitman calmly turned the other ear and the Indian grabbed 

it. This went on for some time until the Indian, tired of 

this, snatched Whitman's hat from his head and threw it 

into the mud. Calmly and deliberately the good doctor re-

trieved his headpiece and replaced it, dripping vli th water, 

upon his head. Three times this happened, the Indian final­

ly striding off in frustrated rage. 1 

But one must be careful when noting this great strength 

of character, not to miss the more tender side of this man 

who loved a wife. In a beautiful tribute from her diary, 

1Jarcissa SEtys of her l1.usband: 

11 I have such a good place to shelter -­
under my husband 1 s wings. He is so ex­
cellent. I love to confide n(sic] his 
judgment and act under him. He is just 
like a mother in telling me of rny fail­
ings. He does it in such a vmy that I 
like to have him for it gives me a chance 
to i:mprove. 11 2 

Allowing for all due wifely prejudice, this is still quite 

a tribute to the gentle and loving nature of this man &'Tlong 

men. 

In summarizing the nature and character of Marcus ii\T'nit-

man, H.H. Bancroft, though perhaps a bit prejudiced in his 

opinion of the missionaries and their work,3 gives a fitting 

• • • • • • 

1. Eells, op. cit., pp. 2.53-2.54; Jeanette Eaton, Narcissa 
IJVhi trnan, Pioneer of Oregon, p. 206. 

2. Cannon, op. cit., p. 14. 
3. Ante, p. 24. 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

-36-

tribute to this pathfinder of the northwest: 

11 I do not 1cnovr w]1ic~1. to admire most, 
lLis coolness or l'.tis collrcq;e. liis 
nerves were of steel; s patience 
was excelled by his absolute 
fearlessness; in the r;1ighty c of . 1 his Ilatur~e l1.e vvas a. Caesar:. fo:L~ Ch:;....-)ist. n 

E. SunlJ'nary 

i~larcus ·:Nl1.itrnan \Vt:ls, in a large rneaS"Llre, fl l'11El..n of f1is 

times. th ti1.e exploration of the Louis:tana 'rerri tory by 

Levds and Clark and t:neir r)enetration oi' the Oregon Country, 

Marcus Iihi tw::rn seer;1s to ::w.ve c f,J.ptm~od ml~ch of their spirit 

and the vision which could see a noble 'Jiork for God vraiti.ng 

to be done. AVTare of both the probJ.en~~-' of frontier life 

and the very real opportunities, he seems to ca'J'".rlt 
~.._.:.r 

their vision of a land of omise for those willing to van-

ture forth. 

J;,. CaesD.r for Christ, a man influenced oy the times in 

ch he lived and the country of ~~ich he was a p£:lr't, a 

servant of Christ chall d by the great need m:wng the 

can Indians of t~·1o northwest ancl ac c e}:>t gladly, 

supported and upheld by tJ:1e faith anc. strength of acter 

instilled v1ithin tlim oy God-fearing pm·onts confi:r>med 

through personal encov.nters vii th the li v Su.ch were 

. . . 
l. Carmon, op. cit., p. 53. Cannon is quoting Bancroft. 
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the forraative influences bearing u:,_Jon the man. 

Before any inve~'tigation t~lle B~C t"LJ.t-1.1 life-1vork of 

tr:1r:m is utterz:pted., it vvill be neces2 to study t~10~'3e 

people wllo v;ere closest to and to his Llission; his ·,vife, 

: 4 .1 a2:1C1 cx1o s e labored with ther:1 in ti1e Oregon xnission. This 

viill be the burden of the next cha;)ter. 
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CHAPTER II 

CO-LABORERS AND COI'fiPATHIOTS OP 

N!.ARCUS 'NHITMAN 
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CHAPT&-q II 

CO-LABORERS AJ:JD COMPATRIOrrs OF 

MARCUS VvBT1.'1\'lAN 

A. Introduction 

rrhough many people mig,ht be cited as contributing to 

the success and usefulness of Marcus Whitman in the Oregon 

Mission, it is the obvious opinion of the majority of au­

thors consulted that the actual number of his chief co-

workers was very limited. The consensus seems to indicate 

that most important were his wife, Narcissa, Mr. and Mrs. 

Henry H. Spalding, ElkanalJ. and Ivlary Walker, and, in a some-

what different sense, Samuel Parker. 

The center of activity for the work of the Oregon "Viis­

sion was tne Whitnan station at Waiilatpu, 11 the place where 

the rye grass grows, 11 about -twenty-five miles above Port 

Walla Walla on the Walla "Walla Hiver. r:Phis station was 

strategically located vli th respect to the Cayuse Indians, 

a tribe nu.'nbering about two hundred. 1 Because of the part 

played by Narcissa Vfrlit:man in the vwrk of this station, 

her right to a place among her husband 1 s leading associates 

is hard to dispute. 

. . . . . . 
1. Cannon, op. cit., p. 38. 

-39-
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Nir. and Mrs. H.H. Spalding traveled west vrith the '/Jhit-

mans on their journey to the Oregon country, and, in setting 

up their ovm mission station at Lapwai some one hundred 

miles distant from the Whitmans, 1 became the Mission's out­
t 

post among the Nez Perce Indians. 

Mr. and Mrs. Elkanah Walker came somevv-hat later and 

established a station among the Spokane Indians about thir-

t 'l t .~..., tl t m " ' al ' 2 y ml es o vne nor ~ a tsnlm raln. 

These, then, \'lere the tbr ee main outposts of the Oregon 

lVIissi on. The worl{ of these var'i ous leaders will be taken 

up in detail on the follovJing pages. rrhe contribution of 

Samuel Parker, Whitman 1 s traveling companion on his west-

ern trip, will be discussed as well, not only because of 

his importance to the later work of the Mission, but also 

because in point of time his vJOrk comes first, and prepares 

the way for the entire missionary effort to follow. 

In trying to understand the vvork of Marcus Whitman in 

the Oregon country, we must first understand the work of 

his compatriots and their relation to his work. This will 

be the concern of that v1hich follows. 

B. S~muel Parker 

• • • • • • 

1-. Dr1.1.ry, op. cit., p. 112. 
2. Shelton, op. cit., p. 150; Inspection of Drury's map, 

11 0ld Oregon In W11.itman 1 s Day, 11 Appendix of this thesis, 
in the light of the above figures reveals that the map 
is not dravvn to scale, the distance to Lapwai appear 
much shorter than that to rrshimakain. 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I -, -q_.J..-

1. Character and Background 

Por the purposes of tl:lis study, the first glimpse of 

Sarmlel Parker comes \Vas pastor of the Pres-

byterian Church at st Groton, N.Y. and instructor in 
1 

Ithaca Academy. 'rhe srune year ;:1e offered his services to 

the .American Bo2~rd of Corr.rnissioners for F'oreign ssions, 

thus becoming the first person to offer hirnself to the Board 

as a candidate for Oregon mission work. 2 

His first marriage in 1812 was a tragic one, his bride 

dying shortly thereafter from the ravar:;es of tuberculosis. 3 

In ldl5 he married ss J"eru Lord, who bore him three 

cl:1ildren. She did not ace ompany him on his lt::. ter travels 

to the Oregon country, heine; separated from her husband for 

over tvvo years v1~1.ile he journeyed west. 

Parker's intense interest in missionE; is ea:::: ily ac-

counted for when one considers his classmates of earlier 

years at Andover Seminary. In his graduating cl~::.ss of 1806 

v;ere such men as Sa:rnuel Nevvell, Samuel Kott, and Adoniram 

Judson, men who exercised no little influence upon Parker's 

develo~;ing :ra:Lssionar;_y consciousnes~;. L~ Then, too, Parker 1 s 

great grandfather ce.me of strong Puritan stock, and Samuel 

must have absorbed a eat deal of concern for the spiritual 

1. 
2. 
3. 
I Ll-. 

Hulbert, op. cit., p. 14. 
Creegan, op. cit., p. 343. 
Bells, op. Cl0., p. 315. 
Drury, Henry iiarmon Spalding, p. 93. 
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welfare of others as his young character was being molded 

in the days of early youth. 

His God-centered character is further seen in the deep 

gratefulness which he had in his heart for God 1 s many mer-

cies, reminiscent of a season of than1cfulness set apart by 

his Puritan forebearers in Plymouth Colony.l His complete 

dedication to the will of God m2.y be observed, and was one 

of the leading factors which enabled him to endure the 

hardship and privation of the western journey.
2 

2. Work 

Parker 1 s motives for missionary service are seen to be 

deeply rooted in the very fabric of the Christian gospel. 

He saw the necessity for evangelizing and civilizing the 

Oregon Indians as did few others of his day, a ·work which 

would have to be carried out vii th all possible dispatch to 

prevent the very extinction of the Indians themselves.3 

. . . . . . 
1. Hulbert, op. cit., p. 95; In ·Parker's personal diary he 

recounts having to make crunp one ni&~t on the trail thus: 
11 
••• had some coarse Indian bread and some ham for supper-­

had taken no dinner. Felt patient, and vvhen I got into 
my bla...'1kets on the wet ground, was comfortable and felt 
thankful to God for his goodness to us." Hardy souls, 
theseJ 

2. Ibid.; As he speaks of the prospect of being the only 
white people in a...l'l Indian country, 11 ••• what awaited us 
we knew not. I think I have in some measure counted the 
cost a.'l.d come life or death, I thought I could say, 1 thy 
will, 0 God, be done. ' 11 

3. Ibid., p. 87; Parker makes a.'1. analysis of the ir~oads 
of eastern civilization upon the Indian as follows: 
11 ••• the Indians must soon become civilized, and for this 
christianized, or become extinct. Their ga.~e ••• more 
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Following his appointment by the Alnerican Board, two 

men were chosen to accomp·.:,_ny hi:m. Setting out for St. 

Louis in May 5, 1834, they arrived too late to fall in 

with the American }'ur Company train wilich would have given 

them the needed ·t ' ' f . 1. + • 1 0 ec~lon or ~ne vrlp. Not to be daunt-

eel in their chosen work, his two friencis engaged in mis-

sionary work among the Omaha Indians while Parker himself 

returned to Ne\l York to stir up more ssionary interest 

there. It vms while he was thus occupied that he met Dr. 

Mar·cus W1l.itman in Wheeler, New York, a man who was also 

much interested in missionary work among the Indians of 

the northwest. A.B. Hulbert makes the very interesting 

observation that if Parker he .. d not missed the Fur Company 1 s 

train in St. Louis, Dr. Whitman might never have made his 

acquaintance, and might never h;:lve gone to Oregon at all. 2 

I'arker and 'vV:hi tman set out for Oregon in the suw..mer 

of 1835 vvi th another group of the llll1erican Fur Company. 

This particular company was bound for Green Hiver, Wyoming, 

but Whitman and Parker soon saw they wo1J .. ld need more equip-

scarce, their habits through tJ:1.e influence (of] -vvhite 
men more vitiated--whiskey more extensively circulated 
·:vith its concomitant evils ••• Christians are forty years 
be:!:lind the men of the -,rwrld ••• How many of the professed 
followers of' Ch.rist believe, sensibly believe, there is 
anything of binding obligation in the last corrm1and of 
our Saviour-- 1 Go ye into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature 1 ? 11 

1. Hulbert, op. cit., p. 14. 
2. Ibid. 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

-44-

ment and people to penetrate all the way to Oregon. It 

vlas decided that Parker would push on ahead by himself to 

mark out suitable mission sites in the Oregon country 

while 'Nhi tman returned to New York to enlist the aid of 

more ssionaries to aid them in their work. 1 

This was the last that 'Nhitman ever saw of SaUlnel Par-

ker, for when Parker reached Oregon, after a thorough ex-

ploration of the country he returned to the east by water, 

traveling around Gape Horn, and ar:ei ved home May, 18, 

lE337. 2 Parker never returned to Uregon but published a 

book of his travels which stimulated much interest in the 

Oregon region.3 

'rhus it may be seen tl12.t the contribution of Samuel 

Parker to the missionary work of 1/Iarcus Nhi tman was two-

fold: serving as traveling companion on 1Nhi tman 1 s first 

trip into the west, but more important still, laying the 

groundvmrk for the missionary effort to follovv, as he 

mapped the most suitable places ·for the actual location 

of the mission stations. 'l'hough not actually connected 

with the work of the various n::ission stations themselves, 

Samuel Parker did much to assure their future effectiveness. 

This, then, was Samuel Parker. It will be the next 

concern of this study to get a glimpse of one who was 

. . . . . . 
1. Creegan, op. cit., pp. 344--31+5• 
2. Eells, op. cit., ~· 315. 
3. Ibid., • 315-3lo. 
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closest to lVIarcus W"'ni tman in his actual labors among the 

Indians, and closest also to his heart, his wife, Narcissa. 

c. Narc is sa Whitman 

1. Character 

Narcissa Prentiss was baptized July 17, 1808 at the 

age of four months. Eleven years later she was converted 

while attending a large revival in Prattsburg, Hew York. 

It is significant that about this same ti::ne, June, 1819, a 

young lad by the name of :Marcus vVhi tman was undergoing a 

similar experience in Plainfield, I!Iassachusetts.
1 

Pive 

years later at age sixteen Narcissa had a second religious 

experience, after which she dedicated herself to the work 

of Christian missions. This r:.:ust have been a deep and 

soul-stirring event for her, because she mentions the exact 

date it occurred, Monday, January 1, lSc~l-l-· 2 

Narcissa in.b.eri ted many of her mother 1 s characteristics, 

her 11 queenly deportment, 11 and Lsift for conversation, 3 but 

differed from her in one significant respect. Narcissa Pren-
1 

tiss had a sparkling sense of humor. 1+ Lack of laughter 

• • • • • • 

1~ Drury, Marcus Vv1"li tman, M.D. Pioneer and Martyr, pp. 78-79. 
2. roid. 
3. Shelton, op. cit., p. 11+2; Cannon, op. cit., p. 17. 
4. Drury, op. cit., p. 76; Her mother is described thus: 

11 ••• qui to tall, and fleshy, and queenly in her deport­
ment ••• intelligent, gifted in conversation ••• never ex­
cited, always master of the occasion whatever occurred. 11 
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was considered a mark of c:1.ristian piety, especially on 

Sunday. But Narcissa 1 s nature seer:1s to h11ve been such 

that laughter was her natural expression of an inward hap-

piness. Vivacious and popular, Narcissa vvas alvmys at the 

center of youthful activities, having many happy gatherings 

in her home •1 Of a good family, she 'Nas reared in the com-

forts and privileges of society, and emerged [1 refined and 

dignified woman, though able to adapt to any particular 

situation. One author seems to think that this home back-

ground na de her tempermentally unsuited for work a::11.ong the 

Indians, declaring that they considered Mrs. Vmi tman haugh-

ty and could not get close to her.2 This supposed chasm 

between Narcissa and the Indians is also attributed to her 

firmness in matters of r•ight and wrong.3 Though neither 

she nor any of the otb.er rn.issionaries of the Oregon Mission 

did anything to temper their Calvinistic concepts of right-

eousness, this fact is not to be ta]cen as any indication 

that tneir relations v:i th the Indians vvere impaired as a 

result. T'he two autl:wrs mentioned above, -vvere the only 

ones ·vvho appeared to hold this view about Narcissa. 

Her adaptability is further demonstrated, as she is 

seen t alldn,g th the mountain men at Rendezvous, a way 

. . . . 
1 • Drury, op • cit • , p • 81. 
2. Allen, op. cit., pp. 275-277. 
3. Cannon, op. cit., p. 17. 
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station on the Oregon 'rrail. Vf.nen the \fv1li tman party stopped 

there in 1:336 many of these rough men had not seen a white 

woman for years. They appreciated the culture of this wo­

man Vl.tlo conversed vlith them so freely. 1 

The real strength of Narcissa Wl1itro.an 1 s character ap-

pears in her spiritual life. Her belief in the power of 

intercessory prayer was a living and dynRr:dc force Yv.b.ich 

not only sustained her and her husband, but the work of the 

entire mission. Her letters contain many requests for 

prayer. Her great concern for the work of the mission is 

to be noted in this excerpt from a letter to her parents 

and fSJnj_ly at home: 

11 If ~ d , ever we neeae yOl:tr prayers ana SJ'li1-

pathies, it is at the present time ••• I 
cannot say how much vre need y-our prayers, 
and must beg of you again and again to 
pray unceasingly for us. If you would 
have us live and not die, you must pray.n2 

For Narc is sa Vini trnan, prayer was not simply a requirement 

of tb.e Christian l:i.fe, but a n1atter of life and death. 

Her genuine humility of spi:r•it as observed in her let-

..... er~ 3 "'eo~nC;! ·c' r·; lJ "-' ' -.J .._..lH~-,.; \. negate the haughtiness ascribed to her by 

l ~ ll ...... 3 1 • ~e s, op. Cl~., p. o. 
2. Iiulbert, op. cit., p. 275; dated May 2, 1837. 
3. Ibid., pp. 246-~~47; occasion is tB_ken here to quote from 

tvv-o letters, the first to persons.l friends in Allegany 
County N.Y., J'1lr. & Mrs. Leverett Hull: 11 I fear you vvill 
all get ahead of me in the Christian life unless you call 
out to me once in a vrilile 2.nd let me know- where you are, 
and t.::wn I will run faster ••• Do "Nrite me, both of you; 
counsel, advise, cheer, and encourac;e -~ls in our lonely 
vJay. We need it. n A-1d this from a letter to her family 
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T.D. Allen. 1 Above all seems to stand her 11unselfish spir-

it of Christian devotion, 11 that concern for the spiritual 

state of the Indians that enabled her to give herself vihol-

ly and unreservedly to her task. 2 She had the courage and 

strength of character ch kept her going even in the 

most trying circumstances, while others around her were 

falling.3 This is strikingly illustrated in the incident 

where irrate Indians had ruined Dr. 'iVhitraan 1 s irrigation 

ditches and cr or: s and throvm r:md in the Doctor's face.4 

Though beset on every side with difficulties and hardships, 

she could still find cause to be 
r' 

atefu1.:J Her thankful-

liiay 2, 1837, a portion of vihich was obviou.sly intended 
for other friends as well: 11 Ye nothers of the maternal 
associations, let me beg an interest in yot1.r prayers, 
e ecially for your umwrthy sister, nov1 she has be-
come a mother, and for my little one. I feel utterly 
incm:1petent for the place, and were it not for the strong 
arm of the Lord I should sink under the responsibilities 
resting upon me.tt Her continuing interest in prayer is 
to be observed again also. This extended reference is 
made to show a sample of the evidence uncovered in her 
diary and personal letters by this writer, evidence 
which seems in direct contrad:Lction to the opinion of 
Allen mentioned above. 

1. Ante, p. 46. 
2. Hulbert, op. cit., Vol. 3, p. 33. 
3. Ibid., Vol. 1, p. 33. 
4. Cannon, op. cit., p. 51. 
.5. Hulbert, op. cit., Vol. 1, pp. 236-237; In mentioning 

God's groat mercy on their western trip in a letter to 
Mrs. :earker, 11 Hothing can equal the purity of the moun­
tain air; and its eXLlilarating effect on bhe system; 
together with the healthful excercise of a horseback 
ride. Never have I slept ;:nore sweetly, than after a 
day tcms spent ••• I ;J.a ve found so much pleasure mixed 
vdth the little suffering and fatigue endured, that the 
fatigue is entirely fo::."'gotten ••• rejoice -.,vi th us ••• in 
giving thallirs to God for His merciful kindness to us in 
all tl1i s journey •.• n Cf. Humphreys, op. cit., p. 147. 
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ness to God for his many providences is to be seen time 

and again in even the gloomiest si tuation.l :Miles Carn1.on 

notes this spirit of Christian opti:G1ism as follov:rs: nonly 

a strea.."k of sunshine thPouf)l some rift in the clouds was 

necessary to fill the soul of this noble woman 'Nith that 

exuberant hope so often ex."IJ.ibi ted in her tempera..'11ent. n2 

In every way, Narc is sa Whitman seer.1s to have been an ex-

ceptional woman for her day, and ideally suited to share 

with her husband in the rigorous duties of frontier s-

sionary life.3 

2. Viork 

As an actual worker in the life of the Oregon Iviission, 

Narc is sa played a very important part, not only in what 

she contributed directly, but also by freeing ner husband 

• • • • • • 

1. HulbeT·t, op. cit., Vol 2, p. 58, regarding the death 
of ner first and only child, 11 I look above and with 
unspeakable delight conterr1plate her as enjoying the full 
delights of the:.t brif-,ht YlOrld where her joys are perfect 
and she does not now, as formerly, need the presence of 
her much loved parents ••• 11 Wl1.at Christian faithJ 
Hulbert , op • cit • , V o 1 • 1 , p • 2L~o-2ltl , 1 e t t er to Ivlr. 
Parker, 11 'rhe Lord has not let his cause fail. The mission 
you sought so long is about ·co be established. •n1e 
prosperity that has attended our husbands, since they left 
us ••• and the reception they have met with from the India..Yls 
is surely of the Lord. 11 

2. CalliLon, op. cit., p. 68. 
3. Eells, op. cit., p. 309; B.F'. :Nichols who stayed at 

Waiilatpu one winter, describes the mistress of the mis­
sion thus: 11 She seen1ed endowed with a peculiar' magnetism 
when you were in her presence so that you could not help 
thinking yourself in the presence of a being much higher 
than the ordinary run of hu..--nanity. I have heard her pray, 
and she could offer up the finest petition to the Throne 
of Grace of any person I ever heard in my life. She was 
always gentle and kind to the Indiens ••• Everyone loved 
her, because to see her was to love her. 11 
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from many routine duties &"Ld re 0 '-l" i 'o"" l ·i '-l· e" 
1 

-I-) __ ..LJ.._,_Li !-,..;. 

Gannon feels that in certain was more 
') 

influential and effective than che.t of her husband. L 3e-

sides being a cm1petent administrator of the dor;wstic af-

fairs of the misr,ion at Waiilatpu, Nn.rcissa i/Jh:Ltrnan found 

time to conduct a school for the Indian children, at one 

ford Drury says about tb.e missi ·uives in gener 

seems to i.1ave s;:·ec:Lal signifi.c mce th respect to Narcissa 

dhi.tman: 

11 It is eL;.sy to w::.~ite and talk abou.t l~he 
rnel'1 of' the 1nission c111d fol~f~et tl1e V"!Oll1Sn, 

'iililO oftentimes suffered more hards.hi!)S 
than did their botter-luwvm companions. 
Vlfhile the nen •vere m; on extended trips, 
the VWLlen renained at llOlile th the chil-
dren in the midst of a lderness, sur-
rounded by unciv ized ans. Upon the 
·wor,1en re1:1tecl the cl:lief burden of founding 
Ghristism homes w;J.:Lle labor~ng under the 
r,18St primitive conditions. 11+ 

It may be seen then that s..s her husbtmd 1 s closest co-

vvorls::er l\Tarcissa. tman ms.de a vital contribution to the 

life and work of the Oregon Mission duplicated by no one 

else. In efficiently managing the domestic affairs of the 

Ne_iilatpu station she freed her husband for uore vital 

. . . 
l. Humphreys, op. cit., p. 160. 
2. op. cit., p. 17. 
3. Hw-:1pl1reys, op. cit., p. 161. 
}+• BllcEt::=1.9.l1. and IVLary , Pioneers .i\.:c1ong tl1e okanes, 

p. 12. 
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work di:::>ectly related to the cause of Cln"'ist. As a constant 

SJ.Jr of spi::-i tual power, her :prayers and her trust in the 

po·wer and nerc::r of God not only f.\t:,:engthened and encouraged 

her husband in his eJ;:}"l:msting 7iOr1{, but continually lifted 

the work of the Oregon ssion to the 'I'h.rone of Grace. A 

women of great strenth and c~1arac ter, she was a fitting 

helper foi' hei' husband. 

D. The Spaldings 

This coL?.ple is i1;1porta...YJ.t not only because they 'Nere 

closely associn.ted ':rith the 'iv'h:L tm:s.ns ln their trip to Ore-

gon, but becau:e of tl1e great vvork ch they accomplished 
I 

among the Nez Perce Indians at Lapwai, <J.nd also because of 

the unrest and d.issension Yrnic~l t}J.ey later caused a::10ng 

the 
. . . l mlSSlonarles. 

l. iza Spalding 

liir s. S:paldin>: had a rather retiring natu::' e, caused per-

haps, ·oy the fact that she was ~1.over v strong ically. 

'rhat she l'eached Oregon at all v:as no 1Ttei3.n accompl.islnnent, 

for she cam.e to the verge of death several times on the 

trip \Vest. 2 Not ea::;ily alarned, she was considered a fear-

1 e s s VJ0~1c1n b~r tl'le Ir1d.i ~J~ns. , like Narcissa Whitman, was 

. . 
l. Post, pp. 91-92. 
2. Cannon, op. cit., p. 10. 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

-52-

firm in her opinions, as an entry in Narcissa 1 s diary in-

Sl1.e was an e:::::cellent cook and homemaker and vitally 

c(;ncerned with the work of the Lapvmi mission. Si1.e taught 

the school because Henry Spalding rms usually too b1wy v;ith 

other matters relating to the mission. She tc:.i. . .t;;~;ht several 

Ind:Lan tjirls to sew and cook, even taldng sorue of them in-

to her home whe:r·e they v:ere carefully trained in house-r,vork. 

Her upbrin[cSing as a far>mer' s daughter iNas an ideo.l prepar-

at ion for the vwrk ~;vhich vras hers as a missionary. 2 

2. Henry Harn10n Spalding 

a. Character 

Because of the difi'icult:;r ch l!Jr. Spalding later 

caused thin the mission, a study will be nmde of his 

character and early life in an effort to find possible ex-

planations for his later behavior. 

Henry Spaldh1g was born out of ~:vedlock in Prattsburg, 

l'Jev1 York in 1803 though it is believed his father and mo-

ther mG.r:c'ied tr..ree years after his birth.3 Following this 

official union of his parents tl1.ey had ten children. At 

. . . 
1. Car .. .:non, op. cit., p. lL~. 
2. Drury, J]enr:r.IIarrnon Spalclin~s, p. 172. 
3. Ibid., pp. 18-19; It is interesting to note th:.:lt Car.uJ.on 

describes this illegi tirnacy as being orplumed 
earl;r in life, op. cit.·, p. 8. 
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fourteen months of o he ~~'tas 11b ound out u to another :Cam-

ily, a cmnL1on practice in , to be Upon 

reaching the proper age, he unite:d vlith the Presbyterian 

Church in Prattsburg, becoming interested in the cause of 

missions. 

As a youth of sixteen, the ins1..1lts hurled at con-

earning his ille_::;itimacy hurt him deeply. 'l'his, together 

with his lonely struge;le to obtain an educ qtion, formed a 

persecution c01:1plex vvhich never loft him. 2 However degrad-

ing his early life must rn ve been to his sensitive soul, 

it did make him accutely a·aare of the needs of others in 

similar situations. In his lD.ter ministry in Oregon, his 

compassion vrelled up into te.'?!.rs as he baotized an illec;it-

imate child of half-breed parentage.3 

Some authors, YIIOre interested in ror:lance than in facts, 

have tried to demonstr<:~te a ro:mantic interest betv1een 

Spalding and Na.rcissa Prentiss. 'l'he facts sinply do not 

supj_~)ort this r:1yth. 'J:lhey both li ·,.red in the sar;1e to-wn of 

Prattsburg, Spalding being si:;cteen '!lhon Narcissa was only 

L! eleven. r But, 11 t.l:1ere is no definite record of any roman-

tic interest in each other, but an estrangement of friend-

ship necessitated a formal recenc iation in ;:;he presence 

l. Drury, op. cit., pp. 22-23. 
2. Drury, The alding-Lovvrie Correspondence, p, p. (). 
3. Ibid., p. 17. 
L~. Cannon, op. cit., p. 8. 
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of Judge Prentiss ••• 11 before the two of them went to the 

0 ' 1 regan count;ry. 

Spalding was further embittered by the death of a fi-

anc~e before they could be married. 2 His marriage to Miss 

Eliza Hart of Trenton, Ne\'l York came several years later. 

The early life of Henry Spalding can thus be seen as 

one that would be anything but favorable to developing an 

interest in Christian work or missions. But it must be 

said in all fairness that such an interest did develop in 

spite of the seeming obstacles, an interest which bore 

much fruit. Though his association with his fellow-workers 

in the Oregon Mission was stormy at times, it is plain that 

there were definite causes for this in his early background. 

That he was able to do as much as he did for the ct1use of 

Christ, seems to be the real miracle of divine grace. 

2) Life as a :Missionary 

Vfb.en Marcus Vfnitman returned from the west in the win-

ter of 1835 to organize his missionary party for t;he fol-

lowing spring, the .American Board sugr~ested that the newly-

ordained Reverend Spalding be engaged as the necessary or­

dained missionary to accompany the expedition.3 

In a letter of reference to the Board, the Reverend 

• • • • • • 

1. Hulbert, op. cit., Vol. 2, p. 46; cf. Drury, Henry Har­
mon Sp ding, p. 39. 

2. Ibid. 
3· Cannon, op. cit., P• 9. 
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Artemus Bullard praised for ~lis :::;icty rmd sical 

qualities, thou,-;;'1 he revealed :1is roservFxt;ions concerning 

S}Jal 1 s mont eup been 

characterized s.s navlng a fi er ec1t 

"f"'.'ec.;... .. ; O"' 2 
ct. .L lJ ..1.... ,Ll. • 

On the trip we s ·t tl1.e r ox·s involved \78l~e d on tl1e 

.;... . envlre c y so on I!i.r. Spalding. 

l1.is proinise to be reconciled to :i:ifarci:::;s iVhitm,~.:m, 

he could not conceal s bitterness toward l1.er, nor 

jealousy for l1er 
..., ., ~ 

11.usb n.na.. ent t er~ tir El.de s to 

ch the entire p was subject n.ll cone 

c1eepl:r regret " 
's IJrescnce. 5 

Despite s t er vri t£1 l1i s 

frie11.ds associcttes, tl1ere l'Ul'1s tl1x~ou.ghout s letters 

and pri va:.,e Yiritin.c;s a f ~beli ovidonce of 

God and obe once to 

contradiction of atti tu.des s been ex.pl d b~J A.B. Hul-

bert 'iVrlen he describes Sp rU~lX1 o, high-

strung cmd essionable, reacted strone;ly to the events 
r 

of :;;ioneer missionary life. n/ It is only f to 

. . . . . . 
1. Hulbert, o:;J. cit., 'lol. 1, p. 30; s 1ot/cer ions 

Spalding e.s being 11not r able for judr:;r1wnt and com-
lUOl1 serlse, u ... incliT1ed to denotl11.ce or cer.:.[Jl1re tl1.oso 
··~vere not as ze.~-~~lous or arde:'1t as elf. 

2. Can~~on, op. cit., p. 3. 
3 . Ib • , p • 19 . 
)+· Drury, 'I'he Spa1dL'lr;-Lowrie Correspondence, IJ~J. 12-13,53. 
5. Hulbert, op. cit., Vol. 2, p. 45. 
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this particular character grew out of 8. childhood where he 

was unwanted even before his birth, and ridiculed bec::mse 

of his parents t sin. In spite of l1is rather harsh spirit, 

it vJill soon be observed that l1e made a great contribution 

to the cause of Christ in Oregon, f'or the Indians loved 

him: 

ltrnv,l· s l. s -'-'nA u·"·olea"""rl+- <:d aie o.f' " ·1"n ...l...:.-.1. LI,J,. ._, J..J..J.: C h,')CI.. lJ ),.,..;'....,. ..I.. ~..,.\,. .r~ CJw 

vrho vms thoroughly consecrated to his 
callin;~:; and who did more f:.:.ny of 
his conten1poraries to load the Nez 
Perces, the Spokanes, and the Indians 
of o"cher tribes ner1.rby into a lmo\vledge 
of the Gospel. The Indians trusted him 
••• ~[lhey sa~v a better side and loved him. nl 

Though it may be debated as to t~J.e degree of effective-

ness his '.Vork among the Indians had vihen co:mp8.red vdth that 

of his colleagues, there can be no doubt that Henry :a. 

Spalding did a great deal for the work of the Oregon ssion. 

b. Work 

Spalding v.ras truly a man of many in tore st s. He vms an 

accomplished preacher, teac:ner, doctor, farmer, horticul-

turist, mechanic, printer, lu.mberman, weaver, mill or, car-

pent or, musician, translator, ., '1 2 anc au-c110r. He also kept 

such accurate weather reports that t:1ey v.;ere 1<:>. tor includ­

ed in the report of the Wilkes e~ledition.3 

1. Drury, The Spalc~ing-Lo·;rrie Co:-'respondonce, p. 8. 
2. Drury, :renry Harmon Spaldine;, p. 312. 
3. Ibid. 
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t 
His work among the Nez Perce Indians has been class-

ified into four categories, educational, medical, agri-

cultural, and spiritual.1 His philosophy of Indian vmrk 

reveals a practical b ance between spiritual concerns 

and the more practical :matter of wresting a living from 

a hostile wilderness, 2 reflecting a concern shared by all 

the :missionaries. 

1) Educational 

Spalding evidently set up and administered the schools 

while his wife did the actual teac~1.ing.3 He was an early 

exponent of the modern audio-visual method in teaching. 

His ·wife, an &'11ateur artist, drew pictures of Bible char-

actors which Spalding then utilized in his teaching. 

The Indians would tell what they had lem~ned to their 

friends and fm.1ilies, thus spreading the knowledge of the 

Bible rapidly.4 This particular method of teaching was 

sharply criticized by one of the other missionaries, who 

• • • • • • 

1. Drury, Henry Hm"'mon Spalding, p. 171. 
2. Drury, Marcus Whitman, M.D. Pioneer and Martyr, opposite 

p. 217; In Spalding t s ovm words; 11VJ11.ile we point them 
vd th one hand to the Lamb of God which taketh away the 
sins of the world, we believe it to be equally our duty 
to point vvi th the other to the hoe, as the means of 
saving their farnishing bodies from an unti::-nely grave 
& @ic] furnishing the means of subsistence to future 
generations.n Letter of April 21, 1838 to the .American 
Board of Corn:missioners for :F'oreign Missions. 

3. Ante, p. 52. 
Ll-• Drury, Henry Harmon Spalding, p. 174. 
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maintained t}'lat the Indians :.-/ere reading into the pictures 

much more of their own heati1en practices and beliefs than 

those of the Christian gospel. Much error arose ell vias 

. ., l . t 1 u::rpos SlD e 00 c orrec • 

ding loved music early taught the Indians gos-

pel hymns. out 

soon he hScd transl ed ther,l into the native tongue. 2 

The printing press inst ed at Lapvmi ::)reduced ei (zht - w 

major publications, 

books and hymnbooks 

product was the tr 

Nez Perc~, in 1845.3 

oy al School-

were printed, but the 1'~108 t notable 

tion of the Gospel of thew into 

Spalding's nedic v10rk was a decidedly Io.inor part of 

his total activities. Just as Marcus Vv'hi t:man, the rertl 

doctor, had a speo.kins aquaintance with theol , so Spald-

ing ~;vas aw8.re of the rudiments of medicine hygiene. 

Isolated as he was, his knowledge of simple reuedies such 

as calomel, enc.b1ed to be of 

3) Agricultural-I:ndustrial 

~uite eD.rly in his vrork a1cUng saw the necessity of 

settling the Indians • .J.l • "; 

l.L -vney were to be properly instructed 

and ci vi1i zed. 'J.'hou 

1. Drury, Henry Harmon 
2 • Ib i d. , p • 17 L~ • 
~ Drury, 
~: Drur-;y·, 

esb~rterian 
Henry Harmon 

tJ:1e o tl1 cr r1i s E~ i o ne.:r- i e s sl1 t:lr e d l1i s 

. . . 

P :smor <c:rc,1a, p. 11L~. 
Spalding, pp. 172-173. 
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ch he put on this 

11 secular n vwrk caused a groa.t deal of ction \-..rith his 

associates.l Spal succeeded in weaning the nomadic 

Indie.ns from their vrandering ways, 

Ii'1.>3r of 1839 found about one hundred Indh:n fmnilies living 

about the Lapwai mis:::ion, engaged in till the soil. 2 

Plows v1ere unavailable 2.t the thn.e so the demand for hoes 

Vias oat, four hoes b equal to one horDe in trade 1.:.nd 

later a hoe for a horse.3 , , n r->3r, ,., 1, In the o.ry surn.Yner 01 1·:'.5 '1 :::Spa a-

ing found it necessary to devise an ir:>."igation system to 

save his , the first irri tion in is now Idaho.!+ 

'ro this ssionary farmer must be credited mwther first. 

Sp C..ing is generally conceded~ to l1r::ve intl'")OdJ~ced the IJO-

tato into that country, realizing a harvest of two thousand 

bushels in lu3G, 
r 

five hundred bushels to the acre.~ 

'ro Henry Sp ins must also fsO the credit for building 

a f'lovver mill, a sa1vmill, a loom at Lap11ai, all in-

creas the usefulness of' the mission and the possibilities 

for l- ' • ·veacnlng . . . . ,... 6 
the Indians a more ClVlllzed llie. 

l. 
? 
~· 
') 

(." 
Ll-· 
5. 
6. 

l' ) Lt~ Spiritual 

"Of all the Protest[mt mission11ries to the Pacific 

Drury, 
Drury, 
Ibid. 
Ibid. 
Ibid., 
Drury, 

. . 
Henry Harl::on alciinr;;, 
Pres-byterit:"Ln P ailOrDxnc., 

p. 113. 
Henry J:Iarmon ding, 

p. 167. 
l l c:;. p. -/ 

21 'O "'1· s·: • Ll-' ' C::.i+l e 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

-60-

northwest, thel"e 'iV!3.s no one :more successful i~"'l eliz­

ul 

- t t , . .LY:1}J or - e,n as nl s agricultur2l work was, alding saw it 

its proper perspective, a means to an end, the spirit-

JJ.i s i'e as 1 ed tl1.o Indifms each r1orning 

ond. i"or cc)r~poi~.:.tte on ::::>un-

succes~:;J"ul th is tic 

the I:1.dl ~:u~s. n,rs retur11ing 

to the L1.dians e,:L'ter a long ab sonce, conc!_ueted 

successful revivals, c.unply c.ttesting to hls spirltual 

pov:er.3 

were hE:.!~d-put to v;ork vd th him. Some 

accused him of ins~mlty a::1.d stubborness. llis fierv tem-
" 

per was hidden from no one. Yet his r:orl:c -,-;lth Nez 
I 

Pore e Indians b OI'e groat fruit. ll ••• the fact r tl"la.t 

no missionary had such -:".rondorful restJ.lts the natlves 

in all of Old Ore EtS dld II.li. 

vindicated 

E. 'l'he J'~alkors 

'1]1e members of tile Oregon Iilission dechled ln 1037 that 

l. Drury, 
2. Dr~ur;;-, 

Ibid., 
Ibid. 

') 

.)· 
l 
L~ • 

the Sp ding-Lovrrie Oor:;:espondence, 
"-Jevl'_,,., Q·r·. 'd-' " -- 17\1 
.d.-·'-· ...t. f' .... l-1_::.) U..L .J.ll':. .... , }J. L,-• 

pp. i+LL -412. 
p. 2. 
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more help was needed on the fi (:~ 

~· 
_,;\ccol~ 

f ies, the :·;ws t notable be anah 

Wall::ers established ir station at Tshima-

place of sprine;s, 11 IJarch 20, 1839, Li:r's. \;Jalker 

thus becoming the first white v1ome,n to establish a home 

in the vicinity of present-day Spokane. 1 

l. L'lary Nalker 

a. Character 

Mary 'Nalker 1 s parents were actively connected th 

their c:i:1urcn and were highly re ected in tl1e co::-:J.Yilun::Lty 

of .ii;as t I3aldvlin, l\Iaine. Both p s.ren ts hav::Lng been sclJ.ool 

teachers, they were will to sacrifice rrc"ll.C:LJ. in order 

that their c::.1ildren might .b.ave the proper education. 2 

Mary's mother, like Narcissa !lhitman 1 s, vms of a strong 

religious character. Her r'1other 1 s strong and forceful per-

sonali ty left an indelible imr~ression upon J\1ary 1 s charac-

ter. 3 Ch::trles Baker in recormnendinr; hex' to the .A:n1erican 

Board describes her as follows: 

l. Drury, 
2. Ibid., 
3. Ibid., 
l. 
L1- • Ibid. 

11 ""'00'"1 n o"'-·1"" • • •t) -.....!,. .. J.c .... Vt .L 

benevolent soul 
tex~ested_ in tile 

tenl})er ... l1er ~Pl011S c1.ncl 
seems pm"'ticulD.rly in­
salvation of the heathen 

••• Her moral cour is conspicuous from 
whence has gro .. vn out rec:.l incie:;:)endonce 
01, c''""'"I"'c +-er n4• i.J.c::.... d .. C v ••• 

. . . 
and J'.·:ary ' p. 121. 

p. 37· 
p. 35. 
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She was well educt2.ted in IIi story, l'Jo..tur~Etl osophy, 

Chemistry, Natural History, I3c)tarw, 

'j:jl. 1 ... rencn, anish and some .L 1 ..... nl-:1q ·1- l .. ~ o 1 
0J.l.!:::.r i ....... v \.Jv • Before her mar-

l"i she was a succescful sc~wol teaci1er and evidc;:1tly 

enjoyed this way of r;w.king a li vine. It is to be noted 

that her aim in all her teaching was to further the work 

the -,vill of the Master. 2 

Her continual soul-searchinr: is 
(,~ _, demonstrated in her 

later life in Oregon when she reviewed her life since her 

conversion nine years before and came to tho conclusion 

that she we .. s not only as vile ·aickeC. in s_piri t as be-

fore, but totB.lly unfit to be the wife of her husband.3 

Needless to say, the simple facts of her life an( work 

the Indians at rrshinw.kain completely contrac.!.ict her 

1'larsh remarks about her ovm s:oir·itual lifo. 

b. Work 

Her school teaching of earlier years seJms ,J_. "'I 

uO .GaVe 

stood her in sood stead, for ~1.er diD.ry records fact 

that sl1e vm s trying to teach the Indians numbers.4 

. . . . . . 
1. Drury, EU:anah and Mary Walker, p. L1l~. 
2. Ibid., p. 40; H ••• we should not be guided by selfishness, 

but seek the ory of God in all that Tie do. I endeavor 
to serve my employers, not with eye service as a rnan 
pleases but faithfully as to God and not to man. 11 

3. Ibid., p. 132. 
1 I- · , 1°7 4· bla., p. L • 
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Like Narcissa Vfuitman and Eliza Spalding she seems to have 

been a loyal and hard-working homemaker, 1 dipping candles, 

m~~ing soap, washing, baking, milking, and caring for lit­

tle Cyrus. 2 A tireless worker, she occasionally lost pa-

tience with those not so constituted. Though she berated 

herself at times for failing to teach the Indians Chris-

tianity, in her quiet and unostentatious way she also served 

by founding a home at Tshimakain. 

2. Elkanah Walker 

a. Character 

Tile men in the Walker family were blacksmiths for gen­

erations. Some had been Q,uakers,3 and it seems that El-

kanab. inherited many of their sturdy God-fearing traits 

of character. 

His mother died when he was a lad of seventeen, a fact 

which appears to have had an adverse effect upon his de-

veloping character, finding an expression in a morose 

moodiness evident in later life. In having a rather un-

happy adolescence his experience parallels that of Henry 

Spalding. 

• • • • • • 

1. Drury, Elkanah and Mary ·walker, p. 124; Her diary for 
May 29, 1839 records that she helped her husband plant 
the garden and on this partie ular day arose early and 
worked two hours in the garden before the rest of the 
fa..'llily awoke. 

2. Ibid., p. 137. 
3 • Ibid. , p • 27 • 
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Constitutionally he was one of the shyest of all men, 

and so timid as to fear saying a-men at the end of his 

prayers. Some of this may be accounted for by his gangling 

height of six feet four inches, coupled with a lack of ad­

equate educational opportunities . 1 Thour):l his early ed-

ucation was limited, he had the courage to begin prepara-

tion for the ministry at the age of twenty-seven. 

He was subject to moody spells as a missionary on the 

frontier, becoming so cross and hypercritical of family 

and associates that his vlife sometimes despaired of his 

2 love. Yet she saw through his harsh fayade and declared 

him to be, 11 
••• a good husband, better perhaps than I de­

serve, ••• 113 

Blessed with good health, a hardy constitution, a will-

ingness to endure hardships, great patience in spite of 

continual discouragement, 11 Elkanah vValker was admirably 

fitted for the life he subsequently lived in Old Oregon. u4 
b. Work 

. . . . 
1 • Drury, Elk anab. and lilary Walker , p • 18. 
2. Ibid., p. 125. 
3. Ibid.' p. 74. 
4. Ibid., p. 33; Drury quotes Iiir. Gray as having a differ­

ent opinion: 11 
••• requiring considerable effort to speak 

with confidence or decision upon any subject. This 
might arise from habit, or vmnt of decision of character, 
or fear of offending. He had no positive traits of 
mind, yet he was studious and \:ind as a friend and neigh­
bor; faithful as a Christiru1, inefficient as a preacher ••• 
Uot at all adapted to fill the position he undertook--
as an Indian :missionary in Oregon. 11 
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Though not a college graduate, Elkanah led the vvork 

that was done in printing a primer for the Spokane Indi-

ans, and labored for y,3ars to make a translation of the 

Gospel of rn:atthew into the Spokane dialect. The transla­

, 81 6 1 tion finally came off the press January 1, -~. L1- • In re-

lation to this project, he and his wife found it necessary 

to make an alphabet of the Flat-head alphabet, the language 

of the Spokanes. 

In the rdnter evangelistic neetings were conducted and 

a school for about one hundred sixty pupils. They decided 

not to introduce the marriage ceremony into the polygamous 

tribal society until a respect for the married state had 

been built up. They encouraged the Indians to support the 

wives they had, but to take no raore. 2 

Though lacking any tangible proof of their success a-

mong the Indians, the Walkers stayed on year after year 

becnuse they felt they were responsible to help the Indi-

ans make the adjustment to the civilized life of the white 

man. The influence of these missionaries for peace was 

noticeable among the Spokr:mes long after the Walkers had 

left the 
? 

scene • ..:> 

Perhaps their most outstanding success was discovered 

years later by Iienry Spalding. A young Indian boy helped 

. . . . . . 
l. Drury, Elkanah and Kary 'i'ialker, p. 125. 
2. Ibid. , p • 129 . 
3. Ibid., p. 194. 
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the Walkers in much of their vvork about 1340. A very in-

telligent and apt pupil, his schooling -vvas abruptly termin-

ated by a jealous tribal chief. But his Christian training 

received at the 'l1 shima1::ain mission was not in vain. 'rhirty-

four years later when Henry Spalding had returned to the 

area and vvas baptizing many of the Indians, he reported the 

presence of one William Three Mountains, a person of great 

tribal influence. Williarn gave an entire year 1 s vvhea.t crop 

to help build a school house •1 'l1hus had God given the 

growth to the seed sown by the Walkers years before. 

In the work of Elkanah [md 'J.,iary Walker is to oe seen 

the complete dedication to the vlill of God, characteristic 

of the other Oregon missionaries. They had no other motive 

than to do God's will and to bring glory to His name. 2 

F'. Surn:mary 

Thus in glimpsing a little of the li:Ce and work of the 

other missi ona.ries in the Oregon Mission, it is now possi-

ble to h~.:.ve a better underst:.::mding of the actual contribu-

tion made by the master of Waiilatpu. 'rhe v.rork of Samuel 

Parker preceded that of 2,ny other :membor of the Oregon 

. . . . 
1. Drury, Elkanah and I.'lary Walker, pp. 141.;.-145. 
2. Ibid., p. 97. 
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Mission, as he laid the gT•oundwork upon which the missions 

themselves were later constructed. His exploration of the 

Oregon territory and his acc,uaintance with the Indians 

helped inrrneasurably the work of the missionaries who fol-

lowed. 

In Narcissa W11.itman is to be found that unique combin-

ation of a fine, cultured background, lin.lced th a deep 

and f'ull-flowing spiritual strength which produced a lov­

ing and dedicated helper for her :husband, as they labored 

together in t~le mission on the Walla \!lalla Hiver. 

In Henry Harmon Spalding the Oregon v:.ission had a man 

of many talents. Thou his temperament caused nmch later 

unrest a.'Uong the members of the Ore;:,;on Ivlission, as educa­

tor, farmer, and m:tnister, Henry Spalding did an out stand­

' ing piece of work among the Nez Perce Indians of the Clear-

water River. 

No one can fully measure the far-reaching effects of 

Elkanah and Mar-y- Walker as they labored among their beloved 

Indians at Tshimalr.s.in. In shovfing the Indians the advan-

tages of education and the white man 1 s vmy of life with 

the Book, they instilled thin their charges the Christian 

principles which came to ·light so dramatically years later. 

This, tl1.en, was the worl{ of the missionaries in the 

outlying stations of the Oregon Mission. The life and work 

of l'ilarcus 1Jvllit:nu.m at Waiilatpu was similar in many respects, 

yet significantly different. Si tu~::tted on one of the nJ-s.in 
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travel routes from the east, v~ni tman had opportunities for 

a vvork of a somewhat different nature, as he ministered to 

native Indians and migrating whites alike. His medical 

skill, his natural industriousness and energy, and his 

deep devotion to God, combined to make possible a contrib­

ution to the c~:mse of Jesus Christ equalled by few other 

men. •r.tli s \vi 11 be the concern of the next chapter. 
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CHA?1rER III 

THE COl~nrRIBUTION: A LIPE 1 S WORK 

A. Introduction 

What was the contribution of Marcus V:lhi tman to the 

missionary outreach of the Presbyterian Church? This work 

was four-fold. As a churchman his work in medicine and ed-

ucation was of major importance. Throu&~ demonstration of 

farming methods he showed the Cayuse Indians the avenue to 

a better way of life. In his letters to interested people 

in the east, he gave a glimpse of mission life on the Oregon 

frontier, expressing the needs of Indians and iJ:r..migra.YJ.ts 

alike. 

As a master of difficulties, life at the very heart of 

the Oregon Mission is to be observed, with its typical prob-

lems. It is here that the real character of \Nhi tman stands 

forth in all its strength, as he met and overcarne these 

problems. 

In his role as patriot, 1'/Iarcus Whitman not only took 

an active part in the direction of western imr:1igration, but 

through his knowledge of the country clea.red up many scan-

ceptions vrr1ich existed in Washington concerning the nature 

of the territory. 

As the cause of a bitter controversy, Wnitman has 

-70-
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rendered an invaluable service in causi certain historical 

fo.cts to be unearti:led and In being the di-

rect cause o1' the i;mch-debated question, 11Did or did not 

the United Sta-:::.es, 11 he has 

brought to ligl1.t rnucl1 im:jort hiEltorical information con-

cerning the political status ear nine-

teenth century. 

It v.rill be the concern at this point to examine the ex-

act nature of t~1is four-fold contribution. 

B. Churchman 

1. Motives for Work 

The settlers and missionaries alH;:e y;.rere UD.ited in want-

ing to civilize the Indians, to te them acT i culture Emd 

stock-r sing to turn tl1.em fr·om t:.11e:t1~ 
l 

vJar-like vvays. 'l'his 

view was sh."'red by Jv~arcus Whi :i.ie was so motivated 

b , . l t t 1- • (' ' 2 y DlS com:t-' e e rus·v ln .xocl and his firm belief in the 

. . . . 
1. Hurn.ph.reys, op. cit., p. 160. 
2. Hulbert, op. cit., Vol. l, frontpiece: 11 'l'o mind all 

my viork and pl.'Cms involved Tine and Distance and required 
confidence in the stability of Gor5. 1 s ·;: ose to have the 
uttermost parts of -~::le Earth for· His P.os:3ession. 11 i\.nd 
on p. 73: H JEveril if we had .~1.ssociates, YJe could not be 
protected but by the power of God only. We feel our-
selves eatly unfit for the work, but still such as we 
are vm viill try to do ·;;vxlat we can the Lord strengthening 
us. 11 
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atonement and comr:1ands of Christ. 1 Whitman believed that 

the commands of Christ vvere directed to l1im personally. 

These cor.1tnands he obeyed. 

The event v1hich finally sent Vlhi tman on his way to the 

west, was the circulation of a story about four Indians 

Vlho had entered the office of William Clark in St. Louis, 

seexing the white man's 11Book of Heaven. 11 Though largely 

fictional,2 this story had an irmnediate effect upon the 

mission-conscious people of the east. This pathetic call, 

coming as it did through the person of Heverend Samuel Park-

er, struck sparks in the heart of Doctor VJJ::li tman who re-

cognized this expressed need of the 'Nestern Indians as his 

ovm personal call from God. r.rhe fervor and com.plete dedi-

cation to his task which this aroused in 1}'/lJ.itman were to 

sustain him through all the privation, danger, and suffer-

• • • • • • 

1. A-nte, p. 29. 
2. Barclay, op. cit., Vol. 2, p. 20)+• This author states 

that the Indians arrived in St. Louis in 1831, not 1832 
as stated in various accounts, that they talked vd th 
William Clark of Lewis and Clark, and that both Catholic 
and Protestant missionaries were notified. Aside from 
these bare facts, the romanticized story of the Indians' 
npo01~ blind people, u appears to be highly false. Many 
of the smaller books of the mission-study-course type 
mention the story as true, but have obviously not checked 
their facts. 

The story, or legend as it appears in Humphreys op. 
cit., pp. 121-122, is as follows, as told by one of the 
Indians: 11 I came to you over a trail of many moons from 
the setting sun. You were the friend of' rrr:y fathers, who 
have all gone the long way. I came with one eye partly 
opened, for more light for my people who sit in darkness. 
I go back with both eyes closed. How can I go back blind 
to my blind people? I made rrry vray to you -vvi th strong 
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ing to come. 1 Marcus ltJ'.ni tmant s purpose in going to Oregon 

• • • • • • 

arms, through many enemies and strange lands, that I 
might carry much back to them. I go back. with both arms 
broken and em.pty. The two fathers v:rho caiJe vrith me--the 
braves of many winters and wars--we leave asleep here by 
your great water ••• You took me 'Aihere you allow your wo­
men to dance, as we do not ours, and the Book was not 
there. You took me where they worship the Great Spirit 
with candles, and the Book was not there. You showed me 
images of the good spirits and pictures of the good land 
beyond, but the Book was not among them. I am going 
back the long, sad trail to my people of the dark land. 
You make my feet heavy with burdens of gifts, and my 
moccasins will grow old in carrying them, but the Book 
is not among them. ~vhen I tell my poor blind people, 
after one more snow, in. the Council, that I did not bring 
the Book, no word will be spoken by our old men, and our 
young braves. One by one they vvill rise and go out in 
silence. lfi.y people will die in darkness, and they 'Hill 
go on the long path to other hunting grounds. No white 
man will go with them and no white man's Book to make 
the way plain. I have no more words. 11 

According to Humphreys this speech was given by one of 
four Indians in the office of General Clark, commander 
of the military post at St. Louis in 1832. The Indians 
were supposed to have been shown every courtesy and to 
have been entertained well. As a result of the hospital­
ity and the new way of life, two died. 'rhe other two 
were given a banquet ·oy General Clark, at w~1ich this 
speech was supposed to have been made by one of the re­
maining Indians. 

Two aspects of this incident are extremely interesting 
for the Christian reader. Pirst, that being apocryphal 
in character, the story must be the creation of some 
civilized author, probably a person intensely interested 
in stirring up mission interest, and furthermore, pro­
bably a Protestant, as the sly innuendo with respect to 
worship with ncandles, ll and 11 images, 11 seems to indicate 
an expression of the current Catl:10lic prejudice so strong 
among the Protestant missionaries. Second, it is no less 
arnazing that such a legend could have sprung up and been 
accepted as fact by so many. The lack of adequate com­
munication facilities of the day probably accounts for 
this, much information no doubt being passed by word of 
mouth with little concern for accuracy. 

1. Creegan, op. cit., p. 343. 
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was to serve the Indians. He never deviated from tnis pur-

pose. 1 

2. Missionary Work Proper 

a. Est lishment of Settled ssion ;:)tation 

'J:hough u'\fhitman 1 s establishing of a :mission on the Walla 

Walla River marked the first missionary vvork of the American 

Board arnong the Ore;:;on Inc_ians, actual Christian work among 

the Oregon Indians had been started over two years oefore 

by Jason Lee and the Methodists. 2 Vlfb.itman 1 s station, how-

ever, was of a more per:rnanent nature because the JVIethodist 

:niss:'i..onaries had come \VitrlOut vvives, while the rnembers of 

the Vu1litman party car.1e v;j_ th their vdves and sst up homes, 

the first in the Pacific northwest. 3 Whitman 'Nan ted to 

Christianize and civilize the Indicns, and to t'i.is end he 

plt:l.nned for a vvhite colony to Det a working exarnple of com-

munity life, thus encouraging the Indians to leave their 

war-like pursuits and settle down toe_ lt~ore civilized way 

" . ~ 4 OI eXlS\,ence. 

In tlwee :rears th no money other the.n that which was 

his as a missionary, he fenced and plowed, constructed need-

ed buildin,o;s and tended to the nany other details necessary 

to the establishment of t:, permanent mission station. He 

l. Allen, op. cit., p. 276. 
2. j3arclay, op. cit., Vol. 2, p. 217. 
3. Drury, Presbyter•ian Panorrut<a, p. 62. 'l1here vras only one 

other white h.ome on the entire Paci c coast at ths_t time, 
lunerican consul, Thomas 0. Larldn at Monterey, Califorri':l.. 

4. Allen, loc. cit. 
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founded the first Presbyterian Church in the territory of 

Oregon in 1838. Henr·y Sp was n.o1:1ed p:1stor, and 1/iar-

l 
cus ;i1litman, ruling elder.- 'The clmrch was governed accord-

ing to the Congregational plan, but adopted the covenant 

and confession of faith of the Presbytery of Bath, New York.2 

This church was both international and interracial having 

a Catholic F'rench-Canadian convert and two Hawaiians from 

the mission church in Honolulu who v,;ere vmr1:::ing for Doctor 

jill'1-.l" trclf-ln 3 VY.LJ. ... t :.._J.. • 

With the coming of the Eells, the Smiths, the Vialk-

ers several years later, the total membership of tl1.e Mission 

reached thirteen. It grevv no larger. 4 Thus did Marcus VV11.i t-

man establish a permanent mission t Waiilatpu, a 

station which was to serve as the center of' operations for 

the entire Oregon Mission. 

b. Work of Medicine 

Doctor Whitman's medical practice was quite extensive 

as might be imagined of any doctor on the frontier. In his 

ministry of healing, he woti.ld often be called to atcend a 

sick ps.tient many miles Et7:ay, and he went uncomplainingly. 

It has already been noted how he nursed one settler back to 

life, taking him into his own home.5 In a letter to Samuel 

. . . 
1. Shelton, op. cit., p. 149. 
2. Ibid. 
3. Drury, Presbyterian PanorEtnm, p. llL~. 
4. Ibid. 
5. Ante, p. 32. 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

-76-

Parker, Se:t)tember 18, 1836, he mentions extracting a steel 

ar}:'owhead from the back of vdlderness scout Jim Bridger, a 

wound received three years earlier. 1 This incident in it-

self reveals how scarce trained medical skill uas bn the 

Oregon frontier. 

His services w·ere in constant denand by the various 

mission stations and by the friendly Indians. In rdnister-

ing to the physic,s.l needs of both vvhitE-) settler, and Indian, 

WJlitman performed an invaluable service as Christ 1 s hea.l-

ing messenger. 

c. Work of Education 

VJb.i tman was not an educator as we would think of the 

term today. Here was no learned pedt:l.gogue lecturing on the 

fine points of Christian doctrine, but a n~an of practical 

theology, tr>ying to educate the Indi<:c.ns to a better vray of 

life, anc. trying to give to his friGnds cmc" associates in 

the e~:lst an insight h1to some of the problems involved. 

1) Agricultural 

As skilled as Doctor ·m"litraan was in medicine, he VIB.s 

equally i.ldept as a r:mn of the soil. To the Indians who 

disdained labor of any so~·t, ot:;her tl"lt::n ·c,he hunt, the sight 

of 1/Larcus 'i:lhi tman 1 aboring in the fields or around the s-

sion stD.tion was a telling example. He uncierstood with 

. . . . . . 
1. Iiulbert, op. cit., Vol. 1, pp. 229-232. 
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Spalding, the absolute necess:t ty of vlinrl:l.ng the Indians from 

their nomadic ways before they could be won to Christ. 

The Indians ·,•:ere encouraged to e lr ::::-wme s near 

the mission. They were given seeds t:Cwy •sould agree to 

plant and cultivate •1 Al toget.t.1.er, about tvvo hundred acres 

of land wer>e put under cultiv.s.tion at the Whitman r;1ission. 2 

Whitman himsel:t' planted an orcha:;.~d, and bu t n. grist mill, 

to improve the usefulness of the station. The fev1 cattle 

he had managed to bring along the tortUI'OUs trail from the 

east beca.::c.e herds.3 'l1hrough the introduction of agriculture 

teachable by improving their means of mn.king a living, and 

in altering their wandering nature. 

2) Pastoral 

Villi tman 1 s role as pastor, was somewhc; .. t different from 

liiarcus ·v~~':litman, doctor and fari"tier. Uwugh not an ordained 

minister, he assumed many of the responsibilities of one. 

Beside visitint; the sick, t in the mission school, 

he delivered sermons and kept up his irnporte.nt cori'espond-

ence th friends and fellovJ-vrorkers :tn the east. Jur:1t as 

the Indians needed to be educated in the more prof'i table 

life of ac;ricul cm'e, so people in the east needed to learn 

. . . . 
1. Hum .. phreys, op. cit., D. 160. 
2. Creegan, op. cit., p.~353. 
3. Hu.mphreys, loc. cit. 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

-78-

just what life on the frontier <uas like and VJhat the situ-

ation was that confronted the missionaries. 

a) Letters 

Mr. Lovejoy, who accompD.nied Doctor ·;'/hitman on his 

mid-vJinter ride to the east, claimed tl'tat, 11 Dr. ·v'\f'ni tman vvas 

too bu f . t .j.. • '., ~' 'll a man or re rospec0 Wl~n cne pen.· Though this 

was no doubt true in part, the fact remains that Doctor 

Whitman did mana e to ·uri te quite a few 1 ters, a number 

of which have been reproduced ::.'or the interested reader by 

ll .,..., p lb t 2 ~1.. o. ~1U er • vVhi tman vvas not a letter• writer in any ac-

complished sense. :Seing much overworked he "i:vTote sporadi-

cally and hurriedly, a fact which may s.ccount for the unique 

spelling of rnany words. And yet there is to be noted a 

grc power in his letters, and the firm belief in the cause 

.co • h ' 1 . ' 3 .Lor vvnic ne e.b ore a. 

(1) To Mission :Soard 

has been noted on the preceding pa , w:1i tman 1 s let-

ters to the iunerican Board of Commissioners for Foreign · .... :> 

Missions contained many praccical matters of informr1.tion 

. . . . . 
1 ...,"..,. '1 <I 4- 1{. r' • Hurnpnre~rs, op. Clu., p. O.). 

2. op. cit., Vol. 1, pp. lL~.-329. In this portion of Vol. 
1, is an excellent collection of dated correspondence 
bet'Neen Doctor Whitman and the ..tlmerican .. do , dealing 
with such matters as the sec of associates, details 
of outfitting, p:;:•oblcms a.nd exper>ience on the field, etc., 
and the replys fron1 the .doard. Each of the ot;her t·wo 
volumes in the sex•ies have similar material, a most v 
ua·ole source of information for the reader who vvould tru­
ly understcmd Marcus Nhi tman. 

3. Ibid., Vol. 2, p. 131. 
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relating to life and work on the field. References to sev-

er of these will give the reader an indication of their 

c;eneral COlltent. 

In a letter to Doc tor Green, Secretary of the Board, 

Whitman told of his recent arrival on the field and gave 

his impressions of real Indian country. Hementioned the 

extrffine readiness of the Indians to receive religious in-

struction, and credited much of this to the fs.vorable in-

fluence of traders and trappers. He described the exist-

ing Indian religion as being, " •.• a mixture of Catholic 

ceremonies, Prote~>tantism, and COEliilon morality. 111 

Sho"vJing himself to be a good steward of the money en-

trusted to hirn, in another letter W':li t:cw.n spoke of a draft 

for one hundred dolls.rs v1hich he drevv ror necessities of 

outfit. He clJ.aPacteristically aceounted for its spending 

rL~ht dovm to the last six doll.<::i.rs which he lo~·;t; along with 

his w·allet. 
2 

In a letter of somewhat later date, 'Nhitman shmved his 

increasing awareness of the pm:t the ssion vw1.:1.ld have to 

pl in meetin.g the cor11petition of the Roman Catholic mis-

sionaries, and in helping the incoming settlers obtain a 

foothold in the new country.3 

. . . . 
1. Hulbert, op. cit., Vol. 1, • 167-169; Nov. ?, 1835. 
2. Ibid., pp. 14!-~-145; May 13, 1835. 
3. Ibid., Vol. 2, p. 88; June 8, lOLf-0. 
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;rhis correspondence with the ssion Board is parti-

cularly reve.s.ling as it bares Whitman 1 s heart concePning 

the vwrk of the rassion and his ovm attitudes. It is also 

valuable for the insi;:;ht it sives one into the policy and 

spiritue_l depth of the Bo2:1rd itself. In Doctor David Green, 

Secretary of tl:1e Board, the missionary effor·t seems to have 

l 
had a particularly sensitive and inspired leader. 'l1hrough 

the st-c1.dy of ooth sid.es of the Whitman-Green correspondence, 

one is given a new appreciation of both mis~lionary H_nd I>'~is-

sion Bor:crd as they vwrked together for the advancement of 

God's Kingdom. 

(2) To F'riends and F'amily 

'JVhitman 1 s letters to his family and friends in the 

. . . . . . 
1. Hulbert, op. cit., Vol. 1, p. 190; l''eb. 25, 1836. In a 

letter to H.H. Spalding on this date, Secretary Green 
expresses himself thus: 11 ••• you must not be s_ngry \Vith 
the ungodly trader or trt:weler. 'l'r at them kincily, pity 
them, pray for thsm, t;J.ougl'l they will not hear you, or 
even despise & (sic] curse. Do nothing to irritate. 
Show forth under all circumstances tile loveliness of the 
Gospel. Strive to pror:lOte pietJ in ovvn soul & {Eii9 
in your associates. Live ne:ll' to God. You will have no 
Christian cor::mmni ty or public sentiment around you to 
hold you up. All will be of an opposite tendency. You 
must draw directly from God & l§ic3 must be living epis-
tles from hi:m. he dv;ell v;i th you, travel vli th you, 
protect you,& ~dca ve great success to all your labors, 
comf'o:c'ting & ~ig encour you in all yr l§i~ emer-
gen"l. e"' !! and ln °"...-,0-'--'r,e'" l J-ter o-'' _l_' .. a-- I, l,-J,36 • II · J. \.J ~) • ... L.. . o.J..J. Ld.J. ..1.. _._ 8 L, J.. ilc :J L}- 1 ~ v • • • • _ 

while you_ are strict & (sic] uncompromising as to yr ,Wi<i] 
ovm pr]_nciples & [siC} conduct, do not be harsh & fi3ica 
dictatorial to others. Do them good & ~i~ be kind to 
all as you have op:;wrtunity. Let Christian love shine 
brig!.1tly in all that yo;_1 do. 11 t sound Christian prin-
ciples for ssionar•ies in dayl 
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east contained r;mch of his rdssion nork, 8ut s imes 

assu.raeo~ a l110I"e persona~l tor1e as be expected. 

In a letter to Narcissa 1 s brother, Edvmrcl, i/vrli tman ex-

pressed the desire that her orot~ler WO"Lcld finish his for-

education, so that he might be able to moke a greater 

contribution to the cause O f' •""'"~"-1 "t I - v,..,.J.... .. .J..._, • 

Writing to his mother on 27, 1843, a deep concern 

for his mother's personal salvation is to be noted, as 

vation based on the mercy, faithfulness, and power of Christ. 

The letter closes with, llGod is ~ Pt:~ther, 11 an attempt, no 

doubt, to bridse the endless miles separat him from 

those vrho1n l1e loved. 2 

In other letters he expres::;ed the feeling that a large 

and talked of 

the work he already been doing with both settlers and 

Indi<:>.ns. 4 He for saw the ultimate cessation of ssion2;,.ry 
rJ 

activity because of t:··lis coming tide of emigrD.tion.:? 

'rhough c oril}_-;letely dedicated to the work of Christ, and 

upheld by s povver, W1li tman WLls not immune to the pangs of 

loneliness caused by s a:cation from f ly and friends. 

I. Hulbert, op. cit., Vol. 2, 
2. Ibid., • 312-314. 
3. Ibid., pp. 316-318; Letter 

1 .~~~. 3 
' _1..VL-t- • 

4. Ibid., Vol. 3, pp. 131+-136; 

;;. 
his brother IIenry. 
Ibid., • 108-109. 

pp. 

to :Jrocher-in-law Jonas, l';iay, 

J f ' • l () l '~ I c:' ' Let c er o tlprl o, dLf-,:;, 'GO 
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This feeling is detectable in several letters,l and gives 

to the reader a deeper understanding of what this mission-

ary service must have involved in terms of personal sacri-

fice for t:;hose so engaged. 

b) 1neology 

Though Marcus Vfhitman never sat down to write a sys­

tematic treatment of Christian theology, 2 his theology is 

to be noted throughout his letters, and need only be col-

lected and examined to understand whence came the strength 

and sustaining povver for his great vrork. 

(1) God 

His belief in a personal God has already been noted 

on the preceding page, in his reference to God as a F'at:1.er •. 

With this vvas also coupled a firm belief in God's pmYer,3 

and His providence.4 Throughout his letters a tllread of 

joyous Christian optimism is evident, founded on this com-

plete trust in the love and providential mercies of God. 

(2) Prayer 

VV:'li tman shared. with his wife, Uarcissa, a strong belief 

. . . . . . 
1. Hulbert, op. cit., Vol. 3, pp. 108-109: ttEvery time you 

v.rri te try & [sic] let us look at you. Let us see you as 
you are. 11 pp. 13L~-136, he expresses the ·wish that his 
brother might somehow be on one of the ·wagon trains con­
tinually passing by. 

2. It is to be noted that Whitman never wrote any serr:1ons 
either, for he was not a trained preacher. His practice 
when none of the ordained men of the mission were avail­
able, was to read from a book of sermons; Ibid., pp. 37, 
43. 

3. Ante, pp. 29-30; riulbert, op. cit., Vol. 1, p. 46. 
L~. Hulbert, Ibid., pp. L~6, 203. 
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in the efficacy of intercessory prayer. 'i'hi s y-. .ro.;_'i n1os t 

str der~1ons t:et-1ted 

lessly lost in the blindi~g l 
s:1ov1storr:.1. He expressed the 

11 Surely no ssion has Elora need ours 
to prize every e ort to call forth concert 
of fe::.;l tl-1 our natrona m-::.d the Board 
or r,wre to :tJrise Q:lic] concert in pr 

ort. 11 2 

his trust in God tl1.i s l to 

Vfni tman derived str cour equal to lJ..is 

(3) Christ 

Vfnit:nan 1 s expressed concern for his motl1er's salvation 

was ounded in his interpretation of c1oD~tJ:l. 

believed thc:t Christ 1 s death ·;:as fo::" and tl1a.t 

God spe to :r:u:m in all His rnercy 
l, 

atonement of s Son. Lf- It vic•.s on God, v.rorkints tlu•ough 

this atonement of Ch.rist, that Whitman depended for his dai-
,J 

ly needs and sup ort.~ 'l'he Lorcl of Chi'ist was not sim-

ply a theory for him. It v;as a 11virl0 r~ 0ll"+~ 6 
~ :::;~~ ..J.. ...;... .::') o;,_, (A, v;; • 

(4) Heaven 

w:'1.itman Hi)parently did not d'irell on the exact natu::r·e 

. . . . . . 
1. A..Ylte, p. 30. 
2. Hulbert, op. cit., Vol. 3, . 133-187. 
?· Eells, op. cit., p. 23. 
4-· Hulbert, op. cit., Vol. 1. p. l~-.5. 
5. Tbid_. 
6. ls, op. cit., p. 23. 
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and characteristics of the life after death. But he main-

tained a sur•e belief in the life to come as an obvious fact. 

This is most clearly pointed out in the untimely death of 

Vfuitman's only child, little two-year-old Clarissa. In 

cormneriting on the tragedy Whitman said, 11 
••• if we are obe-

dient to his will v1e may have the consolation that she has 

only gone a little before us to the 'rest of the people of 

God. t nl The life after death was a certainty, to which 

the faithful Christian could look forvrard with anticipation. 

Reading tlll'ough v~'hi tman' s vrri tings one is forcibly 

struck by his strong belief in God's providence and power. 

This is a theme which may be noted reoccurring again and 

again, traceable no doubt to his Calvinistic upbringing 

and to the theological climate of his til:n.es which it re-

fleets. rrhough not systematized in any orderly fashion, 

it may be seen that his theology contains the essentials 

of sound Christian doctrine, and served as the basis for a 

consecrated life of fruitful service. 

C. iii:aster of Difficulties 

Some secular historians in dealing with Marcus Vlhi tman 

mention only the physical hardships of weather and trail 

• • • • • • 

1. Hulbert, op. cit., Vol. 1, p. 160; Letter to Secretary 
Green, Oct. 22, 1839. 
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vvith which he had to contend. But there 1vere many other 

problems e~lally as difficult which Whi tlllan f e.c e d and .p• 
.Ll-

nally conquered as he went a·oout his v10rk as frontier mis-

sionary. 

1. General Political and Heligious Difficulties 

The unsettled nature of both political and ecclesias-

tical policies of his day, caused no little difficulty in 

iffui tman 1 s work with the Indians • 

a. Political 

'l1YJO chief problems confronted the Oregon missionaries 

in the area of governraent and politics, the power and in-

fluence of t:.:1e Hudson 1 s 3 Compan3r, and the matter of an 

unsettled Indian policy in the United States govermnent. 

1) Pmver of the Hudson's Bay Company 

Much more has been or this oblem than the facts 

seem to vmx•re.:1t. Certain scholars have asserted. that the 

Hudson's Bay Conpany was definitely antagonistic to the 

work of the missionaries. 1 One of these, a Doctor Iiillis, 

having access to the Hudson's B Compa:ny archives, main-

tained he found evidence there proving his point of • 2 
VleW. 

After examining the sarne documents, W.I. iiiarslElll states 

that Hillis has perverted the truth, there being no evidence 

. . . . . 
1. Goodykoontz, op. ci·t., p. 99. 
2. W.I. Marshall, 'fi1e liucison's B 

nish l'Jo Support to the WlJ.itman 
3-5. 

Com1H1ny 1 s A.:rchives Fur­
Saved Oregon Story, pp. 
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in either archives or diaries of the missionaries involved 
l 

to sive credence to such a position.-'-

It is true that ti:.e Hudson's Bay Cor;rp ho.d control 

a vast vdlder•ness e:nrpire, ne y three hundred th.ousand 

*1 2 rTI" square r.u es. 1ne c thin its 

power to scour other fur com~:;anies and_ settlers from 

coming into the to ke the territory in its 

virgin state.3 But there is no indication t the company 

itself was ever hostile to the missionaries, though a few 

of i::;s members ' 4 oeen. 'rhe cor:1pany c;;ave tl:c:wly aid 

to the missionaries 1.vho survived the tr• c massacre on the 

·i:Jalla Walla River,5 and it is a matter of record that Peter 

Skene Ogdon, chief l-i'actor of the Hudson's Co:UTJ? , once 

made a special trip to 3oston, to persuade ti1.e American 

Board to send more helpers for t~ie W1litm.an j'lffi scl· on 6 
.l.l.- 0 • 1Nhat-

ever oppositionWhitman llave encountered from the con-

pany must surely have been in relation to his wo!'k Y!i th the 

immi ants and not relating directly to his worl{ as ssion-

ary to the Indians. 

2) Unsettled united States Indian J:'olicy 

. . . . 
1. Mars'lall, op. cit. , lJP. 3-5; see so, liiarshe.ll, Hi story 

vs. t:ne Whitma:r: Savea Opygon Story, pp. 73-75. 
2. Creegan, op. clt., p. 3~o. 
3. Ibid. , p. 3L~ 7. , 
[1. kiovvry, op. cit., p. 22b. 
5'. Marshall, History vs. the 'Nh.itman Saved Oregon Story, pp. 

73-75. 
6. Ja--nes .F'. Willard and Colin B. Goodykoontz, eds., 'l'ho 'l1rans-

Iirississippi st, 11Undevel od Fr:;_ctors in t~e Lifo of ii~ar-
cus 'ilhitnu:r:J., H A.B. Hulbert, • 87-102, Boulder Colo., 
Universit:;r of Colorado, 1930. 
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A related problem presented itself with respect to 

control, or a ls.ck of it, in the United States governraent. 

Our country was sadly lacking a clearly defined and uniform 

Indian program. With each changing political administration 

in Washington came changes in the Indian policies. It is 

no wonder the Indians rmre completely bewildered by the 

11 Great White Father, 11 in Washington, who was so changeable 

and apparently so self-contradictory.
1 

lViost high govern-

mental officiu.ls were motivated by the hie;hest idetJ.ls and 

a genuine concern for the welfare of the Indians, but were 

confronted with certain difficult probler:1s. 

Basic of course to the entire situation was a lack of 

understa.nding bet·ween Indian and white me-n. Until the mis-

sionaries went west, few white men had shov1n any genuine 

interest in the Indian's culture, religion, or way of life.2 

Without understanding there could be no adequate policy. 

'rhere Yvas also extreme difficulty in enforcing the 

treaties once they had been made. Governmental agents and 

traders alike were all too ready to take advantage of the 

Indians• cultivated thirst for the white man's 11fire water, 11 

instead of administering justice as representatives of a 

better way of life. 3 'rhe incidents of inh.uman brut ali ties 

... . . . . . 
1. Barclay, op. cit., Vol. 2, p. 263. 
2. Ibid. 
3. Ibid., p. 26l.j..; Cannon, op. cit., p. 88. 
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inflicted upon the Indians are all too clear. Many people 

thi:nk that the Hed Man vvas to blame for all the bloodshed 

and treachery laid at his door. But the records are full 

of white s~:~vagery and perfidy even greater.
1 

The ravages of venereal disease, introduced by imraoral 

settlers and sailors, were appalling. Entire tribes were 

destroyed by this scourge alone. 2 The missionaries Yvho 

did speak against this foul practice were silenced by the 

lust and passions of the white men. It has been Viell said, 

11 ••• the Americans were in greater need of missionaries than 

the India.71.s. u3 The government which should have been regu-

lating the conduct of its citizens and their treatment of 

the Indians did not do so. This failure on the part of the 

government '.Vas a real handicap to 1i1lhitman in his ·work among 

the Indians and appears to have been one of the contributing 

factors to the later Indian massacre. 

. . . . . . 
1. Barclay, op. cit., Vol. 2, p. 267. Indic.ns ·were shot from 

ambush for no reason whatever. General Nelson A. I>"iiles 
terms the Sand Creek atrocity against the Indii::ms, 11 ••• 

perhaps the foulest and most unjustifiable crime in the 
annals of .America. 11 Indians called to peace treaties by 
white generals, were taken prisoner, in breach of good 
faith.· Cannon, op. cit., p. 89; Perhaps one of the ugliest 
exanples of •.vhi te savagery on record, took place when 
smallpox: v1as deliberately introduced into tl1.e .Blackfoot 
Indian tribe to subdue these proud and terrible 'N::o..rriors. 
The resultinr; mortality was ghastly. 

2. Ibid., p. 88. 
3. Ibid. 
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b. Religious 

The major ecclesiastical probler:1s ·which confronted 

VJhitman wer'e a lack of enough missionary workers for the 

field, and a singular failure to appreciate or understand 

the Indian's culture and native religion. 

1) Lack of Missionary Workers 

In the eru."ly days of mission work when the field was 

not so large, there '.Vere more than enough candidates to sup-

ply the need. But in the period follovdng 1830 many vacan-

cies remained to be filled. This was diagnosed by the 1/Ieth-

odist 1.1issionary Society in 18~_1 as traceable to a political 

lack of povver to protect the Indians, causing rm:my white 

people to believe the Indians were due for eventual extinc-

tion. Hence there vms a declining de sire to reach tlJ.e Indians 

vli th the zospel.l 

There were other deterrents to the recruiting of mis-

sionary volunteers. Reports of sickness and hardship on 

the field corubined with a g;rowing love for the Ina terial 

comforts of life, led to a decreased rate of volunteering. 

T:'len, too, some who had agreed to go to the mission field 

decided against accepting an appointment at the last minute, 

thus leaving the Boards short-handed. 2 

• • • • • • 

1. Barclay, op. cit., Vol. 2, p. 273. 
2. Ibid., pp. 273-274. 
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2) Lack of Missio:::mry Understanding 

lilissionaries often failed completely to tr::cke into ac-

count that wany of the Indian.s' customs ~::md methods in 

teaching their young, had great moral and spiritual worth 

developed over countless generations. ViJ11.atevor kno\vledge 

the missionaries mi:;ht nave had concerning the Indians 1 

religion was too often disregarded in the zes_l to reach the 

"heathen 1 
S ova-.:J'e<' It <...-. CJ ~ • All too frequently ev~::mgellsm was un-

dertaken th a basic noti ve of pity, the Inciians being 

told about the gospel with no attempt being r:.1Ltde to listen 

to a thing the Indian mi 1~':lt ve to say concer~1.ing the deep 

r:md quite valid spiritual insights into his ovvn religion. 2 

Had this understanding been cultivated, much opposition and 

actual conflict could hr::l.ve been avoided between m:Lssionaries 

and Indians. 

The related problem of lr:mguage i'aced many of the fT•on-

tier missionaries. Desiring to get to wol'l{ imrnediately, 

they ei t:'ler spoke tllrouc;h interpreters or resorted to the 

11 jargon11 used by the traders. Either 1nethod vms wholly in­

adequate for the accurate conveying of Christian truth. 3 

The language problem vvas not so accute for Whitman and the 

members of his mission for they finally learned the lan-

guage and did translation ,_ . ' 1 LL 
wor~ ~nemse ves. · 

• • 

1. Barclay, op. cit., Vol. 2, p. 268. 
2. Ibid. 
3 • Ibid • , p • 271 • 
4. Ibid., p. 223. 
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2. Internal Tv!ission Difficulties 

As one r:J.ig:'lt su.rmise, the missionaries to the Ore~:wn ,_, 

country vmre, for the most pax·t, strong individualists. 

'I1hey v1ere men and. woraen with deep Christian convictions, 

or they would not h2.ve been there 
1 

at all. i:rhe first tvro 

years of' the Oregon Mission were passed in perfect harmony, 

not yet disturbed oy the internal storr;1s \'Jhich were soon 

to sheke it to the very foundations. 2 

a. Henry Spalding 

In a letter to her father October 10, 18L~O, Narcissa 

Vvh.itman mentions tll8 chief source of the discord that was 

building up between the r:1embers of the mission, Henry Spald-

in[S· In her opinion Spaldincs ou;;ht never to have come with 

the other members of the ssion, since he was the cause of 

much ill will je ousv.3 This was a true observation v 

on Narcissa 1 s part, for so great v1as Sp2,lding' s dislike for 

vVlJ.i tman ' and s 0 eat; was the prejudice which he had nour-

ished among the other ssionaries againf>t the Whitmans, 

that before the drovming of the Wl1.i tman 1 [.; only child the 

ssion had decided to send Whitman to another locality to 

maintain a sembl e-.nce of peace and order.~- But because of 

the tr this was not carried out. 

Spalding 1 s jealousy over Whi tmon 1 s success at \iiaiilatpu 

. . . 
Drury, Henry Harmon alc,ing, p. 210. 

2. Ibid., p. 190. 
Cannon, op. cit., p. 5L~. 
Tbid., p. 53. 
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appears to have been more a matter of location and not so 

much the quality or quru;.ti ty of work accomplished. 1'he 

Vlh.itman mission strategically located on the Oregon 'rrail, 

served as a haven for explorers and settlers, and was also 

the distribution point for all Mission supplie s. 1 'l1his ap-

parently made the master of Lapwai a bit envious, to the 

great detriment of the entire Mission. 

The continual uproar instigated by Spalding was in 

sharp contrast to the uniform zeal of the Roraa..-·;. Catholic 

priests and the Methodist missionaries, serving to hinder 

Protestant ·work rather than help it. 2 

b. Matters of Policy 

Besides the problem of Henry Spalding, the Mission 

was also perplexed by W.H. Gray, t:1e I.Iission mechanic, 11vho 

aspired to strike out on his ovvn and establish his ovm sta-

tion. Tnis question concerning the right of local agents 

to :m.:::.ke their own decisions pending direct orders from the 

home base was a question corn:mon to many other mission 

fields as well, and by no means restricted to the Oregon 

Mission.3 

There was also a bit of jealousy on the part of the 

other missionaries v:hen Vv'hitman suggested that Waiilatpu, 

because of its central location, be expanded with mills, 

• • • • • • 

1. Hulbert, op. cit., Vol. 2, p. 47. 
2. Cannon, op. cit., p. 90. 
3. I-Iulbert, op. cit., Vol. 2, P• 45. 
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printing presses fu~d greatly increased agriculture, to free 

the rest of the missionaries for :more important work. This 

was looked upon by some of the missiono.ries as ueing far 

too worldly, and vms subsequently tlJ.rneC:: dovm by t:ne Board 

"' l ' ,... ., ' l ror acK or lunds. 

As a res1:<l t of these internal differences, the various 

members of the ssion began to vrite letters back to the 

Board in J3oston, airing their grievances, 2 a contributing 

cr1use to the Board's later order to close the mission e.t 

Vv'aiilatpu. 

Surprising as this insight into mission life in Oregon 

may seem to the present-day reader, it is to b~ noted that 

such a situation ·uas not at all unusual: 

11 
••• the ru."'n.ors of hur:1an failinp:s in the 

Oregon I:i:ission only echoed vrhat was very 
true on most missionary fields, and the 
secretaries of the Board found that VJ:t'"'it­
ing conciliatory letters was a routine 
part of their work. 113 

These troubles were caused mainly by the hardships of 
I 

. . ., t t .l- • •t• Ll ploneer ll1 e aggrava na ural human eccenvrlCl les. r-

'Uhat some historians fail to note is that all these differ-

ences were settled among the missionaries themselves before 

VJ:'1i tman be s long ride oack to Boston. Gray continued 

living with the 'iv'hitr;mns, and Spalding, 

. . . . 
2. 

{· 
' . 

l. Hulbert, op. cit., Vol. 2, 
Oaili~on, op. cit., p. 52. 
Hulbert, op. cit., Vol. 2, 
Ib i d • , p • Ljl~. 

"'D ) l()q ! ''9 _t.J .... • Lr -'-1- .... 

/ 
p. ol. 

admitting his own 
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faults, promised to cause no more discord, a promise that 

was kept. 1 

It is indeed a tribute to the character of Marcus 

1ffuitman that throughout the entire period of disagreement 

his conduct was one of a true Christian gentleman, reflect­

ing poise, patience, and quiet heroism.2 His example set 

before the eyes of his compatriots, ultimately resulted in 

the breaking dovm of their self-will. 

3. Mission Board Misunderstanding 

Marcus Wl1.i tman was hindered in his efforts to develop 

the mission station by the Board's ignorance of the actual 

situation on the field. The continued insistence that 

the lilission be made self-supporting was an utterly sense­

less request under the existing circumstances. 3 The Board 

was simply not aware of conditions in Oregon. 

Before word could reach the Board th~:lt the missionaries 

had composed their differences, their letters of discord 

arrived causing the Board to completely misinterpert the 
) 

situation at the Mission. LJ- On the basis of this information 

the Mission v1a.s given what has become known as the 11Destruc­

tive Order, 11 ordering the closing of Waiilatpu, 5 an order 

• • • • • • 

1. Hulbert, op. cit., Vol. 2, p. 46. 
2. Ibid.' p. Ltl+. 
3. Cannon, op. cit., pp. L~5-L~6, p. 59. 
~· Ibid., pp. 5?-58. 
j. Ibid.; other details of the order included Spalding's re-

call along with W. H. Gray and • Srnith, thetransfer of 
VJhitman and Rogers to the northern branch of ssion, 
a..11.d the sale of all liiission property in tb.e southern branch. 
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that was later recinded in accordance with reception of the 

l 
true facts. 

L~. l'/Iission Board Finances 

The order to close Waiilatpu was not motivated solely 

by the unfavorable r o;:ots fx•on the missionaries tl1emselves. 

The Board a.t this time vms undersoin·:·; some very serious fi-

na.Ilci difficulties, its debts running as high as sixty 

thousand dollars at tiraes. 2 Days of financial plenty smv 

iiV. II. G1'ilay sent er, Sells, and Smith. 

Pinancial need occasioned the orders to retrench the Mission 

• l 1),3D/ ln v . l" " -'-" ·r • "l ~ t t • • lnl 2 3 
abo lSl:l 0l:le vvall acpu s a lOn lll 04- • 

It is ortant to note that the order to close the 

iNhitman ssion in 18~2, recaLLing Spal ;Jnd others, vvas 

of a similar nature to orders given to cut bt::tC1{ missionary 

work all over the WOl"ld. At ti:l.is time forty-sev2m mission-

aries had to be dro_uped fron1 the ·work of the Bo All 

orders to expand or consolidate the ·aorlc \"Jere caused by 

the presence or lack of sufficient funds in the Board treas­

ury ,5 tllC)j_gh thec;e orders vrere no doubt influenced by con-

di tions on particular fields such as the trouble in Ox•egon. 

In spite of internal mission difficultias , ··-1 _, 

ana .ooaro. 

1. Hulbert, op. Cl"G., Vol. 2, pp. L~+' 116. 
2. Willard and Goodykoontz, op. cit., pp. 92-93. 
3. 
' /; 
"i-. 

5. 

Ibid. 
Ibid., 
Hulbert, 

. 93-9L~. 
op. cit., Vol. 2, pp. 4-5. 
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I 
I misunderstandings, '(~1li t:;:;mn labored on in the work to which 

he had been called and finally saw hi::J patience revmrded 

I as harmony once more settled u:;-;on t;he ssion, ;)rinr_:;ing 

I 
with it the recinding of the Board's Destructive Order. 

5. Cat~1olic Competition 

I In November H33J the fir st. Cat:;holic ssionaries ar-

rived on the "Halla Walla Hi ver, tarrying only long enough 

I ' 1 to celebrate nass baptize tnree people. Some of the 

Protestant missionaries were concerned but not so 

I Jesuit missionaries 

I as a further stlmulus to the 
? 

VIOrk • '-

this cmnpeti tion on field r:as s tir:2ul us indeed. 

I 'Fhe Catholic pageantry a:c.d cerer;loni:climn attracted. the In-

I 
di:.::ms 7Jho Sl:tch elements in tb.eir• own p rsli on. 3 

simple symbolism of the Catholics, t·:le raising of' the 

I cross, the bead counting, the act and incantations of b 

tism, all these had irn:Godiato me for Oregon Indi-

I ans vvhile the ProteE;trmt D.bstractions of revelation, sane-

tification, forordination infant danmation, held little 

I The rigid puri to.nical standards of 

I 
~'v'hitman a.n.d the other nissionaries caused the Indians to 

be reminded in no uncertain terms t tile wrat!xful God of 

I 
1. Cannon, op. cit., pp. 55-56. 

I 2. Ibid. 
). Malone, op. cit., p. 142. 
)+• Hulbert, op. cit., Vol. 1, p. 

( ,.J 

0.?• 

I 
I 
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the Old 'l'estamont was angry v1i th tl:1em for their sins. The 

Protestant missionaries failed to see that the Indians were 

still only spiritual infants, a fact the Catholic priests 

realized at One - ---la' 'u·--, a~ '"l" c' ·~-r·'.·le-v·.r c a·1· .. -~.; -:-. ,-· .. ll" zed. 1 
tJ c.u 11 u wr."- n u ·· · · _ . .._ v :;__ • ~~rl1.e 

priests did not try to change the I:::1dians overnight but 

gave them the basic esse~1th:.ls of ci.O::!f11a and allovred ample 

' • n ' , • ' ' • • l 1- • t 2 
l~ll'!le Ior ·c.l18J_r cnarges -co asslmL_ace l • It is little 

wonder that the Protestant missionarie~> were stimulated to 

improve their methods and tl1eir TilOSS[lE;e rr1o1")e relevant. 

Largely through tho efforts of l'Ir. alding, in the 

rn:tnds of some this competition into open antagonlsm. 

in alding 1 s mind was 

t}le ccn1se of tl1.e 1ilfhi truo.11 lntts sacre. Tlli s c s.use l~e -b 3lieved 

to be the Catholic m.:tssionaries,3 a beli ch had iNide-

spread dissemination because of his prol ic vvritings. 

T~1at these ';vritings 'Here extre::nely prejudiced, w::,y 

thereC. from the statements of the ssion J3oar•cl re ding 

al 1 s extravagant staten';.ents, L~ and from t.he character 

of the :man himself as alr b eer1 r1ot As a result 

of Spalding's opinions on the matter, it ars that some 
·' 

later students of t~1e subject have been uni'avorab biased • .:.) 

1. Hulbert, op. cit., Vol. 3, • 51-_52. 
2. Cannon, op. cit., p. 90. 
3. Eells, op. cit., pp. 201-202. 
4. Ibid. 
5. Shelton, op. cit.·, p. 164; He believes t the Indians 

vrere encouraged to rebel against tl'le Protestant mission­
aries by the.Jesuit priests; P.Ii'. Ellinwood, liiarcus iihit­
man a..."ld t~1e Settl eraent of Oree;on, p. 11; 11 'l'hat some of 
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Much of the reported antagonism between Catholic and 

Protestant :m.issione.ries seems to be a product of the natu-

ral antipathy of certain Protestant missionaries toward all 

Catholics. This hatred of everything Catholic was instilled 

in them as a part of their New England religion, &'1.d seems 

to have tinted much of the Jesuit mission work with an un-

favorable color.l The Protestants being first on the field, 

there vrould naturally be a certain spir·it of professional 

competition. But any relation betv;een the work of the J-esuits 

a..'J.d the Indian massacre which some have tried to demonstrate, 

vwuld be extremely difficult to prove. 2 Willard and Goody-

koontz have the follovdng pointed statement on the :rnatter: 

"To trJJ: to implicate the Catholic Pathers 
in hiS rv1fhi tman Is) death ShOVvS nothing 
but ignorance of, or defianne of, every 
contemporary document as well as the dic­
tates of common sense. Nothing so much 
as the 111urder of VJhi tman could have in­
jured all Catholic plans for extension of 
their work on the Upper Columbia. 113 

That the arrival of the Catholic priests caused the mission-

aries of the Oregon Mission to redouble their efforts can 

be little doubted. And in this respect, in r:1anaging to 

win converts after the advent of the Catholic priests, 

• • • • • • 

the Hudson 1 s Bay Company 1 s officers and all of the Jes­
uit missionaries did much to prejudice the Indians 
against the Aonericans, and earnestly desired their 
removal from the country, is beyond a doubt. 11 

1. Hulbert, op. cit., Vol. 2, pp. 72-73. 
2. Mowry, op. cit., pp. 227-228. 
3. Op. cit., p. 101. 
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Vv11itman and his colleagues showed themselves equal to the 

challenge. But that the priests were the im:Ttediate CD_use 

of the bloody missionary massacre is a matter open to ser-

ious question. As will be seen in the follovdng section, 

there were other more pertinent causes. 

6. Indian Temperament 

At first the Indians v:rere eager for the Protestant mis-

sionaries to come to them. This was especially noted, when 

in crossing the continental divide on their way west, the 
f 

Whitman party was met by a group of Nez Perce Indians v1ho 

were overjoyed that the missionaries had come. 1 Shelton 

has observed that, nTheir desire for relir;ious instruction 

exceeded anything ever befoi'e met vd th among North il.merican 

Indians. 112 

But this Indian enthusiasm gradually began to wane, 

because they did not fully understand the motives and ac-

tions of the missionaries, and because of a deep and grow-

ing suspicion of both missionari·es and white settlers. 

a. Mission Life 

This growing opposition was particularly noticeable 

vvi th respect to the everyday life of the ·iifhitman mission. 

\vhitman had been promised free use of the land by the In-

dians, but soon discovered that this was not a universal 

. . . . . . 
1. Cannon, op. cit., p. 21. 
2. Shelton, op. cit., pp. 152-153. 
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11 " of t~··1e +-Y>i'oe. 1 
feeling among a memoers - v~ ~ ' The Indians deep-

ly resented the arent SJrosper:L ty of the mission. 

growing buildings expandin~!; fields seemed to justify 

more p a::r:mont than the simple preaching of the 2 ;3ospel. 

~=:.:specially distasteful to Indian r:1inds was ·~Jhi tman 1 s prac-

tice of selling the produce of s fields to the l?J.igrating 

settlers, produce fror:1 fields v;hich had been a gift. 

The Cayuse Indians of Waiilatpu pro_cticed polygar,w and 

kept their wives in virtl.:tal slavery, secluded from public 

appearance. Ir:J.arsine then the obvious pres one e of the white 

won:en in the mission, especially Narcissa Vlhi tman who vras 

continually being aided by her husband. 3 'rhe Indians also 

misunderstood Ivirs. Whitman 1 s intentions wi1en she took a 

homeless Indian waif into her horne. 'rhe adult Indians ex-

pected similar treat:;:nent and vrere deeply hurt when t~J.eir 

efforts to b met with stern 

b. White Settlers 

With this fe,ali against certain facets of mission 

life went a strong suspicion of the ~lite settlers. Priests, 

traders, and ti' ers were welcomed by the Indians. But 

the white settlers t:h their families and possessions 

represented an • ' • • 1.. t 1- t' I ' . . . 1 . +- • 5 lmpena.lng "Cllrea ·vo ne nulan ClVl lZavlon, 

. . . . . 
1. Eells, op. cit., p. 2;)0. 
2. Cannon, op. cit., p. 57. 
J. I{ulbert, op. cit., Vol. 2, p. 2. 
4. Ibid., • 2-J. 
~ c an " c~+- pp. Jb·J-Jo~ 1 •· • ...-'• reega.., 01:-'• .Lvo' _ LL 
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especially the migration of 18L~3 in which one thousand set-

tlers entered the territory. The Indian naturally feared 

the loss of his land and valued hunting grounds. 1 W'.:.fl.ere 

traders w·ere ·welcome, living without fam.ilies, the settler 

with his family and wagon load of possessions posed a real 

threat to the Indians' way of life. 

c. Whi tman 1 s Medical Work 

It is hard to understand how the Indians could have 

considered "N:'n.itman' s healing work with suspicion. But a 

little closer look at Indian demonology may help to clear 

up the problem. 

It was very hard for the missionaries to appreciate. 

the centuries of tribal superstition and demonology in-

grained within their swarthy pupils. This superstition 

was particularly strong e .. mong the Oregon Indians where the 

dividing line between starvation and plenty was so thin. 

This belief' in the supernatural was to be seen at its high-

est in the a~:ve surrounding the medicine men, who were be-

lieved to have power over life and dee .. th. If a sick Indian 

lived because of' a medicine man's ministrations, it was a 

sign of supernatUI'al power. But if the patient died, then 

medicine man or not, the luckless che.rmer would be killed 

by the sorrowing relatives. 2 

• • • • • • 

1. Drury, Elkanah and :Mary Vialker, p. 186. 
2. Hulbert, op. cit., Vol. 2, pp. 6-9. 
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Because of the adverse influences mentioned above, 

·white settlers particular aspects of mission l:i.fe, Mar-

cus Nhitm1-m was losin~ contn.ct 'Nith of the IndLins. 

st straw vras tire epi c of 

country by the set0lers of 12L~7. Doctor 1 s medicine 

proved effective fo:..., the vvhite children but fe .. ile d to halt 

the spread of the disease a:.:n.ons the Ind:i.ans. 'l:he Ind:i.ans 

came to concltl. 

began formulating 

on that Vi/hi tman ·..;n:.s poisoning the~a, 

1 
ans to get rid o_ this menace. 

1L."1d so this lack of ~)roper underst on the p 

and 

of the Indians succeeded in splitting into two factions, 

those who followed the vrhite raan 1 s ideas and rel on, the 

osecl him. 'rhe non-Christian element 11ccused 

the rel ous faction of ofi ting fr• om the cvork of' the 

missionaries determined to do vii tb.. the source of 

this tribal sci.J.ism. s ,,,as :Cir· st attempt eel. by- undermininG 

Ino .. ian confidence in w::.'litr.1an, 

runors that he vras 11poi s 

7. Inciir:m Ar;gress ion 

n them 
') 

til rns Etsl cs. c... 

'l1his spirit of native unrest brol:::e -'-orth into acts of 

open violence again::.•t botl1 the missione.ries end their pro-

party. 

a. General Depredations. 

1. Cree;;;an, op. cit., p. 364; Dumas 
of American Biogr , Vol. 20, p. 

one, ed., 
1 );') 

•·;-C- • 

Dictionary 

2. ","Iillard and. Goodykoontz, op. cit., p. 100. 
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Food stealing and stock pilfering Vlei'e hazards for 

which the xnissionaries had to be continutllly on the alert. 

At Viaiilatpu, the ca·yuse Indians destroyed ';Vhi tman Is irri-

gation system, let their horses into the grain fields, and 
l 

on one occasion threatened Whitman 1 s lif' e vvi th an axe. 

' In 1840 the Nez Perce Indians at Lapwai destroyed 

Henry Spalding's grist mill, threatened him with a gu.n and 

insulted his wife. 2 But the worst blow was yet to come. 

b. The Massacre 

The fateful day vvas November 29, 18L~7. 3 Vif'ni tes and 

Indians alike were dying from dysentery and mea es. A-

bout tvl'o o'clock in the afternoon two Indians C8me to the 

door of the mission station to seo Doctor Whi He let 

ther.1 in, and as he vms talking to one of the:rn, the other 

slip[led behind W1li tman and drav;ing a toma.1.a'Nk from beneath 

his blanl::et buried it in the Doctor 1 s skull. 'J:lhe bloody 

carnage which follm,ved has no need of description. Suffice 

to sa.y that before the grisly vrork VIG.EJ complete fourteen 

missionaries of the gospel lay dead, maPtyred for their 

faith. The damage to the mission property 

mated at about forty thous~1nd dollars. 4 
s been esti-

To those 1.N'no might share the ODinion of .3ancroft5 and 

1. Cannon, op. cit., 
Ibid • , p • 51 . 
Toid., p. 96. 
Ibid • , p • 89 • 
imte, p. 2L~. 

c2. p. :.; 
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consider this the final proof of complete missionary failure, 

let the reader consider the thought-pPovoking v:rords of Clif-

ford Drury: 

Q u • S unllllary 

llqrr·"' 0 '''h -ltr;, on ''•'a"' SaCre C1L1 ~'e On .1. ·"'-"' vu-~..... "'""·-~ Liic ..::: ·· ' ~ 

November 29, 164-7, :might be likened to 
the birth pangs which mark the ar:r'i val 
of ne'N life, for 'i'Ihen the news of that 
event reached Congress, all Old Oregon 
was officially recognized as a terPi­
tor-y of the United States. 'rhe new 
Oregon was then born. 11 1 

Though struggling against great obstacles hiarcus Ilhit-

r:1an is to be seen as a r.mn completely able to cope vii th any 

exigency. Though hm~pered by the lack of an adequate Indi-

an policy in Washington and a dearth of sufficient mission-

ary vwrker s, he 1 • 

IllS fel1mv-laborers continued their 

vwrk aYilOng the Indi'J.ns of Oregon. 'rhoc;.gh they were foreign-

ers to the cu.lture and reli on of the Inclia ... Yls, still they 

managed to win many of them for the cause of Christ • '11 orn 

as the ssion vvas by intei~rlrll strife and discord, Whitman 

displayed a nobleness and. strength of character 'Nhich not 

only gave l:im the proper perspective in v:Thich to see the 

situation, but gradually helped the ether missionaries to 

end their differences, assuring the ssion of continuing 

support by the American Board. Persevering in his labor 

vli th unflagging zeal follovdng the arPi val of the' Catholic 

. . . 
1. Drury, and Mary Walker, p. 186. 
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missionaries, I.Iarcus v'!l:ni tman c o::1tinued to proclaim the 

rae s s of Christ through his medical, agricultural, and 

pa:::;toral ··Nork. :No matter how insurmountable the obstacles, 

these merely se::m1ed to increase his enthusias:ril for his 

. l 1 • h t t . h d " t' . ' l ~ \YorK, a worx:: -c~ a rlump ... e over Gea n ~L -cse_r. Por the 

Christian work of Marcus ·:v11i trrte.n did not stop with the 

fateful tomahav,rl;: r-::.t Waiilatpu. Chief Tile.ukai ts, one of 

the murderers, later surrendered hi1nself to ,,:;overnmental 

authorities, an act which he kne\c,r could only re~;ult in his 

ovm death. I:'Jhen questioned as to \.rhy he v.;as ei ving him-

self up, he replied, 11 Did not your missionaries teach us 

that Christ died to save His people? 'rlms we die, if we 

t .... our peo·o,l e. nZ mu s , u o save _ . W1litmi3..LJ. 1 s success and effec-

tiveness were revealed as forcibly in his death, as they 

had been in his life. 

D. Patriot 

Though Marcus Vihi traan made a great contribution to 

the Presbyterinn Church as churchrnan and lnisr.:;ionary, , . 
l'llS 

contribution to the work of Christ as pathi'inder and pa-

triot Y!Tas also of vi tal signific r1..nce. Ac t<J.ally, his Ywrk 

as missionary and explorer cannot be separated, for these 

. . . 
1. Cannon, op. cit., p. 67. 
2. Ibid., pp. 170-171. 
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two aspects of his ':Jork are to be seen in continuous inter-

action. It is only for the convenience of analytical study 

that they are separated as distinct functions of the one 

great 'Nork. Wia..rcus txnn.I1, 

\Vhi tr:w.n, Jl..:.uerican citizen. 

l. Pathfinder and Colonizer 

-~/hi tman 1 s accomplishments as an explorer and pathfind-

er are better understood vvhen one considers his philosophy 
l 

of travel. rrhe same determination vri th ch he attacked 

problems of mission life c ed ovor ii:to s vJOrk on the 

trail. 

As l!['li trw . .~-"1 returned east to secure reinforcements in 

1835, he vvas a fu.ll seven years 2.head of J'ohn Premont the 
') 

sreat northwest explorer and trail scoiit, c:.. and so contrib-

uted much information about trail and wilderness previously 

unknovm. On his return to the west with the party of mis-

sionories, \iVS.'-litman 1 s taking a wagon all the wa:y to the Co-

lumbia River for tile first time, 11 
••• proved to be one of 

the most. ortant acts of Dr. Whit~nan' s life. H3 1l'his ta-

king a wagon of household effects across the mountD.ins for 

the first time, demonstrated that Oregon could be settled, 

and added to tile growing desire in Washington to annex the 

1 ....... Humphreys, op. cit., p. 177; 11 'fravel, travel, 
Nothing else will take you to the end of your 
Nothlng is 'liise tilat causes you delay. 11 

2 ,~ 'lbe.,.•t o··· c"' t •rol l .,..., ';;o? -• ..~..tU.. J.. , lJ• ..L ., v ....~-. _, Y• ""~ • 
3. Shelton, op. cit., p. 146. 

travel. 
journey. 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

-107-

Oregon country to the United States.l 

The letters of the missionaries were widely circulated 

in the east, describing Oregon as a home, and together vvith 

the writings of Washingtion Irving, caused the beginning of 

a eat 
2 

gration to Oregon. In the strategic location 

of Waiilatpu ·where it could be a haven for incoming settlers, 

Whitman savv a real opportunity to serve as a spiritual bul-

wark, protecting the settlers from the moral evil that ac­

companied thern. 3 

Doctor Vi'hitman was not only the leader of Protestant 

missionary migration to Oregon, and a strong moJ'o.l influence 

upon the coming settlers, but he served as a personal guide 

for several of these mi ant w·agon trains. 'Nl'len Vlfhi tman 

arrived in Washington during the vdnter of 18).~2-181+-3, it 

was eed in talks with President 'ryler that Vf.nitman ·would 

demonstrate the feasibility of overland migration, by 
1 

taking out a band of settlers himself.Ll- irhis he did, 

returning to the frontier in Missouri and leading a party 
r' 

of over one thouss.nd settlers back to Oregon • .? The years 

that followed saw lm'ge wagon trains streaming across the 

open prairie to the land of prOJ:nise. 6 Above all this 

. . . . . . 
1. Creegan, op. cit., p. 351; Drury, Elkanah and Mary Walk­

er, p. 186. 
2. Morison and Cor:rmager, op. cit., p. 467. 

--~ ,......, ,.... 3. Hulbert, op. cit., Vol. 2, pp. o7-uj. 
'L~. Ellin-wood, op. cit., f• 6. 
5. Cal4~on, op. cit., p. oS. 
6. Ibid., p. 73; In 1841r a wagon train of ll+-75 persons passed 

Fort Lararaie on its way west. The train contained 250-300 
vmgons and took 3! hours to pass a given point. 
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thronging imrdgration stood the figure of Marcus Whi t:man, 

missionary, guide and friend. 

2. 11 Ambassador" to Washington and Boston 

As a loyal citizen of his country Whitman was natural-

ly interested in seeing his government receive a correct 

impression of the Oregon country, thus negating perverted 

accounts circulating in Washington. As a missionary, Wl'lit-

man felt that the Oregon Mission needed to be represented 

personally at the American Board offices in Boston. These 

two concerns prompted the famous mid-winter ride of 1842-

18L~3. 

a. ivloti ves for the JouPney 

·whitman's pPimary reason for attempting such an under-

taking in the middle of winter was to have the BoaPd 1 s or­

der to close part of the Mission reversect. 1 He also desired 

to bring back more lay vmrkers to help in the work of the 

Mission2 and more Protestant settlers to offset the influ-

ence of the Catholic priests v1ho were interested in making 

the country a dominion of Rome. 3 

Too many people have imposed upon Whitman 1 s ride or 

1842 the changed political conditions of 1844, and have tried 

to show that iV'.ni tman rode east to save 0Pegon from going to 

England. At the time of the ride no such political cPisis 

• • • • • • 

l. Drury, Elkanah and Ma!"'.f w·alker, pp. 177-178; Edward G. 
Bourne, Essays in Historical CPiticis:m, p. 55. 

2. Drury, loc. cit. 
J. Hulbert, op. cit., Vol. 2, pp. 75-82. 
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was in sight, 1 though he did vmnt to correct some false 

impressions then current in vlashington. 

In order of importance his r,1oti ves for ridin13 east 

seem to have been to save the ilatpu mission station, 

to bring back ~ore Protesta~t settlers to offset Catholic 

influence, and to take an accurate or't of the country 

'!:": ,' .. 2 to ;/as.cnncton. 

b. Reception in Boston 

No atte:::npt will be made to describe the entire trip 

east. Only let it be said that from !Jilaiilatpu to Indepen-

dence, IHssouri, was a distance of over eic;hteen hundred 

miles,3 and from there to Bo.':ton over fifteen hundred more. 4 
This entire distance was covered on horseback in the dead 

of winter, the members of the little band being for•ced to 

eat their dogs, their mules, and what tr:tey could catch in 

of game.5 way 

Upon arrivi::1g in Boston March 30, 1843 and presenting 

himself at the Board of ces, he 'Nt::es greeted rather coaly. 

But on appearinc; before the Prudential CornmiVcee, the order 

to abandon his mission station was rescinded and orders 

ven to obtain a~other' missionill"Y to help him, if 

' C> 6 could oe round. 

1. 
. 2. 

~· 

~: 

. . . . . . 
:Iulbert, OlJ· cl·c., Vol. 2, pp. 75-82. 
Ibid., pp. 97-106 • 
Cannon, op. cit., p. 61. 
Rand McNally Pocket World Atlas, p. 89. 
Carh~on, lo9. cit. 
Ibid • , p • b 5 . 

such 
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Part of "Nhi tman' s cold reception in Bo~d;on was caused 

by the Bo::o.rd 1 s unfavorable attitude tovl!:l.rd sencli out 

Protestant settlers to s~we Protestant interests threatened 

by the Catholics, as ift1i tma.n re sted. r.L'l"le Boa:-ed sa.iCt tht=tt 

the l~evt~ and brc.n'ld of Christianity was not str enough 

to endure the rugt;ed frontier life, anc:, tllSlt sending such 

people wo do more harrn t~'lan 
. 1 

Or\ '-'. 

He vvas so cJi.ided for incurring unnecessary 

and danp;er in le 

Oregon and t;he Board offices vrere so far 

2 
orders. 

ense 

Because 

bound to oe misunderst on wh.at V!IJ.S needed. But Nhi t-

man did achieve the rope al of the Destructive Order, the 

major purpose of his mission east. 

c. Reception in Washington 

From the tales of certain ers m1d e orors there 

\Yas a popular inpression in on that Oregon was a 

virtual wild and uninh:::J.bi table wilderness, completely use-

less for any civilized pursuit. 3 'rJ:lis general feeling ·v'if:l,s 

sunu11ed up by a certain Con1,;ressr:1an: 

11 I ·would not give a pinch of snuff for 
the whole of Oregon for 
purposes, and I tht:li"L'k t he put 

. . . 
1. Vlillard and Go9dykoontz-'>

1 
op:., cit_., p. 97. 

2. barrows, op. Clt., pp. t:.i.j.l-c:L~2; Barrows es on to s 
that 1iJ:hi tw1r1 believed his 7 years on the i'ield would 
entitle him to a aring in t"1e Dome office, and the 
r:_;ranting of his reques~s. _But s ~1?-oVIlr:; ,and_posit_ion 
we~""'e to9 f9-r ~dve:1ced IOI' a m~m,9f illS , -cnoug..."l yer:<.rs 
la"Ger .Lns lnslght was to :Je Vlllctlcatecl. 

3. Ibid., p. 189. 
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the Rocky Mountains between it and 
the east. 111 

Wl'li tman devoted much of his time in Washington to giving a 

picture of the country as it really was. This he did by 

calling on President Tyler and Daniel Ylebster, and talk­

ing with other men of influence.
2 

He also suggested anum-

ber of irnprlovemer1ts s11ch as protection oi"l irnrnigrB.nts 1~Vl1ile 

migrating. He voiced the need for the pony e:x:press which 

was not to come until seventeen years later. 3 

And so Marcus VVhi tman served his count:r'y v~hile he 

served his Lord. Helping the settlers become establish.ed 

in the new country he also helped to establish a growing 

community in v1hich the Christian principles taught by the 

missionaries could take i:1old. As unofficial 11 ambassadorll 

to Boston and Washington he clee~ed up certain misconceptions 

concerning the Mission and the nature of the country, a valu-

able contribution indeed for the religious and territorial 

expansion then in progress. The importance of this exa:mp1e 

of mid-winter hardihood is pointed up by Charles Creegan 

vinen he says, 11This memorable ride must talce rank with other 

pi vota1 events in our history ••• u4 Some ·writers have at-

tached a great deal more importa..'l.ce to 'dhi tman 1 s ride than 

the facts warrant. For this reason and also because of the 

. . . . . . 
·1. Creegan, op. cit., pp. 359-360. 
2. Ibid. 
3. Drury, Presbyterian Pa..n.orama, p. 116. 
l1-• Creegan, op. cit., p. 356. 
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great quantity of heated debate ·which has arisen over this 

question, a more detailed examination of the facts is in 

order. 

E. Cause of a Controversy 

As the cause of a bitter controversy following his 
If 

death, Wl1.i tmans was responsible for the reexmnination of 

certain important historical materials which had a direct 

bear·ing upon his work and the work of the 

Mission. The controversy essentially was 

entii• e Ores,.on 
~-.) 

this, 11Did or 

did not Mai'cus Vil.1.i tr.o.an save Oregon to the United States'? 11 

If he did influence Congi'ess to an..11.ex the Oregon cour1try 

to the United States as some maintain, then in a very real 

sense he helped gain protection and status for the Oregon 

missionaries as citizens of a territory of the United States, 

protection which made their work as missionaries less haz­

ardous and more effective. If he did not influence the 

annexation of the country to the United States, then nat­

urally he cannot receive credit for any of the benefits 

which the missionaries received as residents of a new United 

States territory and state. Did Whitman's dramatic ride of 

181.~2 have a deeper raoti ve than attempting to clear up mis-

understandings in Boston and Washington? F'rom tne mass of 

vvriting which the discussion of this question has occasioned, 

two general points of view emerge. 
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1. Whitman DID Save Oregon to tlJ.e United Sts.tes 

Creegan flatly states that tmrm eli save Oregon to 

the United States.
1 

ae also mentions t when t:1e Nhi tman 

party had crossed the continental divide and finally stood 

on the PacH'ic slope, they knelt do'un with an Aruerican fl 

and Bible and clEdmed the land before them for Chi'ist and 

His Church. further affirr,1s thut t;he result of this 

great event vms the an .... nexation to the United ;;:;taces of some 

three hundred thousand square miles of Pacific territory. 2 

He also alludes to a dinner Nhitnu:m attended at Fort Weclla 

Vl/alla along \~Jit11 son1e twenty traders and trappers. An 

announcement was nade dur the meal that a colony of Brit-

ish settlers from the Red River had just crossed the moun-

tains. Upon hee,ring this nevrs a young J)riest rose and cried, 

11 Hurrah for Oregon; .America is too late, a:n.d we have got the 

country. 11 This, according to Creegan, caused Vlhi tnan to 

make an abrupt exit fror:1 the dinner. After a hasty trip to 

Waiilatpu, he prepared to leave for Washington to notify the 

r~ov er,.,~-- cn-1- 3 t.S J...l.Li0 U • 

John 1'. li1aris has a different version of the reason for 

VV'hitTilan 1 s ride. Ii'aris naintains tJ:J.at Jason Lee, a Methocist 

missionary, rode to Washin,~ton in the spring of 1838 to per-

suace the governr:wnt to annex Oregon, but Cong;ress, slo·w to 

1. Op. cit., p~ 366. 
2 • Ibid. , p. 3Lt-9. 
3. Ibid., pp. 354-355. 

. . 
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act, filed his petition avmy. ·:rvvo years later :iiiarcus 'J1::.'1.i t-

man decided to go E:.nd see hat he could do to expedite :mat-

1 
ters. 

W.A. Mowry asserts t the main purpose of 'JVhi tman 1 s 

eastern ride was to sove Oregon: 

11 Such a multitude of facts is f~t hand, 
such an E3.ccumulation of evidence from 
a great number of reput~ible persons, :~s 
to show beyond a doubt that the main 
purpose in Dr. Nhitman's mind was of a 
political nature. n2 

He mentions l.'J]:•s. Blkana.h Walker believing that Whitman's 

motives were political, but the reason no one knew of them 

was bee ause he was aid that if the reason for his ride 

beca:m.e knorm, it might cause unfavorable criticism of him-

self and the other members of the lVlission, u.s had happened 

to the J.:lethodist missionaries.3 He cites an impressive 

number of 'Nhi tman 1 s perso:>:J.al friends VJ~lO have given similar 

testimony, and concludes with a quotation from one of -1'ihi t-

man's letters to his father mothen "As I hold the set-

tlement of this country by Ar1eric<ms r~"J.ther t:O.an by a British 

colony most 0 -..,t,ln·f- a4 L c. v • • • 

A similar list of testinonial letters is given by Myron 

Eells who holds the sar:~e convictions on the matter as lViov!fry, 

that Nhi tr;mn did save Oregon from British control.5 In 

l. 
2. 
3. 

~: 

. . . 
VJinning the Oregon Country, 
Op. cit., p. 132. 
Ibid., p. 135. 
i[lo'v:rry, op. ci y. ~ 

8
:gp. 136-141. 

Ibld., pp. l7D-- _;;;~. 
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another book,l he proceeds to take exception to professor 

Bourne's conclusion that mLitman did not save Oregon. 

Jonathan Edwards sr:..ys that Whitman had been thinking 

for a long time about what he could do to save Oregon from 

the British, and finally concluded the way to accomplish 

this would be to go east and. bring back a horde of imrni­

grants to populate the country. 2 He quotes Henry Spalding, 

Elkana..~ Vvalker, W.A. Gray, and Cushing Eells as being unan-

imously agreed that Vv1litma..."1 1 s reason in visiting Washington 

was to retain Oregon for the United States. 3 F.F. Bllinwood 

draws the same conclusion on the basis of testimony by Mr. 

and I\1rs. S.D. Canfield, witnesses of the massacre.4 

On the basis of Senate documents, 0. W. 1:-rixon states 

that \l'{nitman's arrival in V/ashington was timely, for it pre-

vented President 11yler from finishing the negotiations which 

might have given Oregon to Britain, an opinion shared by 

li!ary G. H1L'11phrey~. 5 

Henry W. Parker takes pro:fessor Bourne 1 s 11 The Legend 

of :Marcus Whitrnan 11 to task as being untruthful and biased. 

He further affirms the validity of the testin:ony of the 

. . . . . . 
1. A Reply to Professor Bourne's 11 The ·vfhitman Legend, 11 p. 122. 
2. cus Whitman, M.D. the Pathfinder of the Pacific North-

west, p. 22. 
3. Ibid. , p • 26 • 
4. F.:F'. Ellinwood, Marcus 'vmitman and the ttlement of 

Oregon, p. 5. 
5. Humphreys, op. cit., p. 174. 
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sworn witnesses wl1ose veracity Bourne hn.s questioned. 

Parker also cites W.A. l.Iowry in backing up his ovm convic-

tion tl1at Whitman vias directly responsible for the annexa-

tion of Oregon. 1 

'fhis appears to be the blilk of the mo.terial supporting 

the point of viev1 th:.:.',t liiarcus tman c.ic1 save Oregon to 

the United St es. ~l:he other side of the question rn.ust novv 

be examined. 

2. VV:hi tman DID :NO'f Save Oregon to the United States 

Clifford Drury in rei'ering to Spaldinr:s's account of 

the dinner at Port Walla Walla and the triurnphant shou.t of 

the C e. tho lie priest l1as t:!:1i s to say: 

11Spalding 1 s accou.:nt was vrri t ten in the 
heat of controvers;-r and bears more evi­
dence of an eloquent imaginEJ .. tion than 
it does of historical accuracy. 11 2 

Drury further affirms that the story about the dinner was 

denied in later years by Archibald l~J:cKinlay, in charge of 

Fort Walla Walla in 1842, who also maintained that the taunt 

of the C a.tholic priest was i::1 clet:U' fabrication. 3 Drury states 

'll t 1 • • ~ t --" ·1 l' -..-."'-'- ~n in 13L:..., 2 was of positively that ~1.1 ~an s VlSlC o das~ 1~5~0~ 

t 1 • 'n o·o· J'ec+--'ve oP -1Jfl. s~)·ion busi-second.ary importance · o 1llS I:W.l v..L · ~ •• --

ness 
I ,, 

· l3os ton. Lf­ln 

PT•ofessor :I3ourne states that the real CD.use 

I "d to yp~otR~t ~-~-~e order to close the m.an s rl' e 'Nns _- -- v-

• • • • • • 

for 'l'vlli t-

. 0 '\"." '"'I a." + 0 
1 1' 7 onrK ~~ -;:; pY•ker' Hovr re 'oiTOn NaS w_a_. _ve v 

the United States, 
• .ilv.i.. ' C. • ..1.. .......... • 

PP• ,-:::>· ··~D ... -o· ')'I -nd "''ar•-,rr 
2 7carc,'S ·ifni tr''1-::l l'i. • ..i. lOnee~ a1.~ "'"'" '-'J , 

• J.~o~.C\. :...A. -- .;......_. - ' ...... ' ( 1 1 p 0 
':1.. ·t;'ll;- q:1 al'l and <I c.l~{ er, p • ,> • r". .W H\.---0- 11' 
Ll -... 0 resbvterian Po.nor&J.<W., p. .::>. 
·-. v 
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and to further his opinion that Cu.tholic influ.enc e · 1:1ust 

be offset by increased Protestn.nt ation.
1 He accuses 

Barrovvs of distortion of facts and downright fiction in 

Barrow·r s, story of Oregon. 11 Bourne sharply criticizes 

him for not consulting the records of the l\.:Glerican Bo:::rd of 

Comrnissioners when vrri t s story, depending as he did 

on Gray 1 s, 11History of Oregon, 11 and n.1c1ir1r; 1 s :~ir;l1ly irn-

aginative accounts. 2 Professor Bourne also levels and 

accusing fi er at l\fixon for t all legends as truth, 

and for rwt n:entioning contrary evidence. 3 He accused the 

sworn witnesses of having bad me2ories, nothing having 

eared in writinc; concerning the question until twenty 

years r:ftor Whitman n1ade s famous ride.4 He t1ili:es 

exception to Nixon's opinion that \~1itman 1 s arrival in Wash-

ington kept PPesident 'l1yler from signinr; Oregon over to the 

British, saying t:C1is vu1s not truo.5 

Vfuitman 1 s desire to encourage anti-Catholic mi ation 

is mentioned by Willard Goodykoontz Yiho also say V"J:'"li t-

n2..n vre..nted to r:.cake a :more intensive effort to teach the 

Indh1.ns irrigation and agriculture, while indoctrinating 

them in the 11 true religion. 116 

. . . 
l. E.G. Bourne, Essays in J.Iistorical Criticism, pp. 99-100. 
2. Ibid., p. 40. 
3. Ibid., p. l-l-7. 
4. Ibid., pp. ·7-8. 
,5. Ibid., p. 79. 
6. Op. cit. , p. 11. 
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In the person of W. I. Marshall the advocates of the 

w:'li t:1an-saved-Oregon viewpoint have a sn.ar:t'J critic indeed. 

Ee takes Cree 1 s story of the missionary ag-raising on 

the Pacific slope as rank fiction, since l'i[rs. Spalding 1 s 

diary mentions no such incident, nor does Liyron Eells. 1 

He says that the party would hardly have a :fl VIi th 

the111, since none of the extant diaries nwnt1on it. Ivi.oreover, 

to hrtve taken possession of the territory in such a fashion 

would have been a serious political b1und.er, as the country 

was still jointly controlled bJ England and the United States. 2 

In another volume, Marshall devotes his attention to an ex-

amination of the references used by Eells and Horv-ry and 

concludes they are wholly unreliable distortions of e.::dsting 

records .3 goes on to mrctke a si;;-nilar analysis of Barrows 

and Nixon and comes uo vd th the rather sharp criticism that, 

II . . . 
on 

neither book is there so much as one honest quotation 

importEmt disputed point. 114 He sums up his opinion 

of the W'hitman saved Oregon story thus: 

11 As to 1 the other books and azines 
an.d newspaper articles advocating the 
VJb.i tman Saved Oregon Story, they without 
exc option, are as far fror:1 being trust-
worthy story as :cu>e D::::>. Mowry's 11 I:_~Iarcus 5 Whi tru:m 11 and Rev. Dr. t~. Bell's 11Reply, 11 

••• 
11 

1. :1/iarshall, op. cit., p. 11. 
2. Ibid., p. 12. 
3. Marshall, story vs. the Whi Saved Oresso:n Story, 

-op: 19-9~. 
)::~,. l:vla., }'• 5. 
5. Ibid. 
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11. i3. Ilulb ert directly- LLccuses ·;N . .ti.. .. IflovTry arld IIem~~r 

Sp of juggling the true date of VJhit.man 1 s ar?ival at 

various points on his journey to back up their preconceived 

notion ths.t he influenced lee;islation in V'Jashi:1gton and thus 

saved Oregon. Spe.lding origins.lly ste.ted that W11i tman ar-

rived in Washington the last of ch, but learning Congress 

had adjourned at that time, he deliberately moved the date 

of ~vbitman 1 s arrival to 1iiarch second or thircl. 1 VJhitman 

himself s d J.1.e arrived in 'Nestport, February 15, 1BL~3, yet 

}Jioc:rry wanted him to arrive in Washington before Congres::.:; 

ad j ourr:ed and so put his st:r:;ort arr>i val somewi1~1 t earlier. 2 

3. Conclusion 

It was believed in son1e circles that the Hudson 1 s Bay 

C omp any a."l d tl1e Catl:1olic ssionaries were respons le for 

the W1li tman massacre. 'i'his vievvpoint provoked Jnuch of the 

controv-ersial material to be written in an effort to dis-

credit Doc tor Whitman's work -in O.,.,er•on 3 
-t.. l. cs ,.1.. 

No doubt there has been exaggeration on both sides of 

the iss0.e, but t J\iim""cus 1Xhitman cUd influence the settle-

ment of Oregon can ~)e little doubted. Whether he saved the 

terri tory of Oregon to the United Stn.tes or not, is quite 

a~1.ot:i1er question. 

1. Hulbert, op. cit., Vol. 2, p. 95. 
2. Ibid. 
3. Ellinwood, op. cit., p. 3. 
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Prom readin~,; the 

vations raust be l1Elde. The majority of eye-witnesses, or 

those w.l-:to knew Whitman personally, e;ht possibly have dis-

torted the facts either consciously or unconsciously, in a 

staken desir·e to give additional honor to their friend. 

The writers vvho deny 'chat VIG.'l.itnan saved Oregon t:tre, fo:e the 

ra.ost pru. .... t, rarther rmn.oved in tine frora the acttlal heat of 

the controversy, and can observe the facts on both sicies 

in a r11ore objective light. Further, as sorne of the nlore 

recen.t v,Tit:;ers have pointed out, nothing w;::;.s actually vrrit-

ten dov1n o::.-:te \7ay or the other until about twenty years ter 

the ride itself. ~Phis does not TI'La1:e for the great-

est ob j eo t i vi ty. It shot~ld also be observed .L. of iJ 

the letters collected expr>ess the r;oint of view of the wri-

tors and vrhat they thought Whitman 1 s purpose was, not Whit-

man t s purpose itself. It ought also to be mentioned that 

it v,rould certainly iJe to the adv:::mt 

ter>s to prove W1-:ti tman rode east to save Oregon and not to 

brinr:; back reinforcements to compete v:i th the Jesuit priests. 

Proving this, v:rould hel}) neqate the view that 
\.,_) 

the Catholics 

hH.d soraething to gain by Whitman 1 s death. 

Perhaps the best thing is to iet Whitman speak for 

hi::asolf on the matter: 

n'l1WO t.i:lin,ss, and it is true those ch 
'uere the most important, ~:vere accornplished 
by my return to the States. By means of 
the establisl:unent of the wagon road, which 
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is due to that effort alone, the 
e'::J.igration vras secured and saved 
fron~ disaster in the fall of ldli-3. 
Upon that event the present ac­
qu.ired ri ts of tb.e United States 
'o~·q h.·,r c-" .t..l• zen.., l u ry nl ;; ...... -;:.;_.,. ,..Lv .._. u ..~,."1 n 0 • 

Whitman apparently believed that he helped the emigration, 

and that tlJ.e emigration helped the cause of the United States. 

:;:,;lore t~1an this one may not dogmatize. 

That Ivlarcus Whitman went to shington and Boston to 

clear up misunderstandings regctrciing the Oregon terri tory 

and the I•Iission, is a matter of record. 'l'hat V\G.'1.itrcwn 1 s un-

timely death at the hands of the Indians finally moved the 

legislators in Washington to an::1ex the country to the United 

States, is also r::;enerally conceded. 2 But that Villi tman eli-

rectly influenced the Ashburton Treaty or any other pending 

legi ation vvhile in 'iVashin:o;ton, does not see;ril to be supported 

by existing facts. 

In deepening the eastern interest in the Oregon terri-

tory he materially contributed to its ultimate an..'1eXtltlon to 

the United States, in so doingj helped give to the mis-

sionarles and settlers ln the; territory nc:3eded protection 

and status as American citizens, a status which made mission-

ary life in Oregon less precarious and much more fruitful. 

1. Humphreys, op. cit., p. 1C31. 
2. Drury, Elkanah and :lvlary 'Nalker, p. 186; iHlen, op. cit., 

I pp. 27o-277; and others. 
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Though the reason for Wh.itman 1 s trip east was not 

prompted by a desire to save vx'egon to the United States, 

two points are clear. 'l'hrough his courageous ride he 

cleared up existing misconceptions in 'lvashington thereby 

contributing to the ul tirn.ate annexation of the terri tory. 

He also caused certain important details of American his­

tory to be examined ane~;v, resulting not only in a deepened 

understanding of the conditions in Oregon under which t;he 

missionaries labored, but also a ovrin;:~ appreciation of 

the part vlnich he himself played in improvine; these con­

ditions. 

P. Surmnary 

As a chUJ:'chman 1~Iarcus Whi tnJan has been seen as a man 

of the highest ideals and motives. His work i::-1 the Oree;on 

ssion reflects this as he labored among the Indians to 

teach them a better -vvay of life and to heal their sick 

bodies. His efforts to keep Board m.embers and friends 

informed of Iilission activities have also been noted. 

VJb.i tman was master of any situation in w1~dch he found 

himself. His great resourcefulness and courage enabled him 

to overcome great difficulties wit~'1 respect to governmental 

Indian policy,and lack of sufficient missionary workers. 

The nobleness and strength of character VV'hich he possessed 

enabled to lead the way out of a labyrinth of internal 
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liTis sion bickerings and disputes. His tireless zeal and 

spirit of Christian love m:;_de him m.ore than a match for both 

Catholic co:'npeti tion and Indian aggression, a spirit which 

transcended the grave. 

Serving his country and his Lord, he helped establish 

tl1e ating settlers, an .. c1 a.sSLJj_ ... f;cl tl~e fut~iJ.re exist;erlce of~ 

both state and Mission, by personally represen~ing s cause 

in the east, thereby clearing up great misunderstandings. 

As the cause of a concrovers;;r L'iarcllS ifni tman has caused 

certain impor·cant historical facts to be uncovered, facts 

which not only sho1.v what a vi tal part he :1.ad in the annexa-

tion of Oregon to the United States, but ich also give one 

a clearer insight into the benefits the ssionG.ries derived 

from suc:h Emnexa.tion, making their v:Jork rnore fruitful and 

productive. By virture of s famous ride, ~Vhi tman has 

caused an important period in our nation's history to be 

II • d t • " t" - ' '- " t ,., t1 reexarianu , creD. -ul[:; oo n a beT;·uer uncters- or _1e 

times in \'v'hich the vrestern ssionnries 1E~bored, and a deeper 

appreciation of the part he himself ayed in this 1vork. 
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SUM1,iAJ:lY AND CONCI,USION 
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SUl'viMAHY CONCLUSION 

A. Sun:rmary 

The purpose of this thesis has been to discover the 

contribution of l'Jarcus Nhitman to the development of the 

Christian mission of the Presbyterian Church as he vvorked 

among the Indians G.-.Yld white settlers of the Pacific nort:h-

vvest. Chapter one was devoted to a scussion of the chief 

influc-n'lces bez~ring upon 'Nhi tman, concluding with an analysis 

of the c:naracter 1."lhich these ences helped to produce. 

An inspection of certain evc1ts in ',:orld l:listory h::::ls indi­

cat how the United States was providentially spared from 

l'1rench occl~pation of the Louisiana territory, thus preser­

ving this region for future settlement by Arnericans. 

It been noted that the inc1.ustri revol11tion vi!'hich 

ed England, swent over the United States bringing with 

it a sv:Telling asperity, great improvements in transporta-

tion, and an increased population mobility. These closely 

related movenents greatly st:tmulated American nigra.tion to 

the far v.;-est. 

In the actual acquisition of the Louisiana Purchase 

the United Ste.tes obta:tned a land of eat ortunity, a 

land into Yvhich the sturdy pioneers '.vere soon streaming, 

-1 
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pushing back the bord.ers of ti1e crumolinc; frontier as they 

pressed on to the land of Oregon in ever-increasing waves. "' ... ,_.. 

The part the western orers played in this ocess can.'l.ot 

be underestimated. Making their throu;;r;h the trackless 

wilderness and then r:"Olating their discoveries to a vmi ting 

nation, these bold men gave the needed assurance that settle-

ment v1as indeed possible, i/.;:lving to men anc'i .. vmr.1en like l.:1arcus 

Whitman the vision of a grec;t vmrk to be done. 

Strained relations between and and the United StatES 

developed because of English agg:r•ession on the high seas. 

'rhis fe ing of animosity tovv<J.rds England vn1 .. s further nour-

ished through the actions of the Hudson 1 s Bay Com:pany as it 

favored British settlers in the recelltly explored northwest. 

The resulting bo1J .. ndary disputes vvere fin1:1lly settled in a 

manner mutually agreeable to both nations. It should also 

be mentioned that the lvionroe Doctrine v;as a strong deter·rent 

to any potential Russian settlo:c:wnt of the ~Pac ic coast, 

that cou:n.try not wanting to antagonize a nation that had 

expressed itself so forcibly vvi th respect to foreign inter-

feronce. 'l'he growing ssionary societies prospered in the 

t'avora.ble religio11s cli1nate oi) Olll1 c:.ou11try, -begin11ing to 

send out missionaries to the new field of Oregon. 

cus -~nJ.i t:raan 1 s home and religious baclcground helped 

prepe.re him for the rugged life of' e .. frontier missionary, 

a life t~lD .. t required all the strenc;;th and character ch 
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he possessed. Above all, in the char·acter ch emere;ed 

was that firm trust in God and in His purposes which under­

girded all his work. A man influenced by the times in 

which he lived and by the family of which he WRS a part, 

ther'e er::lred a. grea.t strengtlJ. oi~ clLr~1c ter 

sustained and upheld him 2-s he accepted tile 

to the gre2tt mission field of Oregon. 

spirit 

ssionary 

which 

call 

Those vvho actually ':mrked v>li th. Marcus VVhi tmr.m have 

been observed in cha:s1ter two, in an attemct to under stand 

more intelligently the i7ork of Vvhi tman himself. 

his exploring v:ork Sa:rnuel :Parker prepared the 

Through 

for the 

est lishing of the mission stations that were to follow. 

In Narcissa Wllitman those ~;trong tr ts of Christian 

character v·rere evident vii'lich not only gave such fruitful-

ness to her ovm , out which also upheld and steadied 

her husband, Ln"ough her tireless efforts as a woman of 

prayer. 

ilenry Spalding not only contributed to the vwrk of the 

Oree;on l:/~ission, but also to the disharr:1ony 1vithin its ranks. 

As the versatile head of the Oregon ssion 1 s Lapwai sta-

tion he perfor:rned a valuable work as educator, agricultur­

alist, and evangelist. But certain traits of personality 

aJ.l.d t erament led to a developing discord between the 

vn.rious members of the ssion rts the storms of his temper 

broke over them all. 

Nlary and ii:lkanah V/alker have been seen sovfing the seeds 
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of future Christian growth among the Spokane Indians at 

Tshimakain, as they threw themselves into their work of 

love. The peaceful influence which these two had upon the 

Indians was a fact to be noted years afterward. Thus 

through the work of Whitman's associates a better under­

standing of the work in the Oregon .M:is sion has been obtain­

ed, thereby throwing the distinctive contribution of ~nitman 

himself into its proper perspective. 

The work of Marcus 'Nhi trnan paralleled that of his asso­

ciates at a number of points yet remained distinctly differ­

ent as he made his unique contribution to the work of his 

church. For as a woodsman and explorer, VI/hi tma.."l had many 

abilities not shared by his friends. The remainder of the 

thesis has been devoted to the exact nature of this contri­

bution. 

Basic to all VlJhitman' s work was his deep trust in God 

and the conviction that Christ had personally called him to 

Oregon. As a churchr.1an his establishing a central base for 

mission operations showed great forethought and vision. 

Only the financial limitations of the Board prevented him 

from developing it as much as he thought necessary. Though 

other missionaries had a knowledge of the rudiments of medi­

cine, Marcus Whitman was the only member of the Oregon 

Mission who had real medical training. As a missionary doc­

tor he rendered an invaluable service to his church, minis­

tering to sick Indians and white settlers alike, in the name 

of Christ. Through his educational work he not only showed 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

-129-

his Indian parishioners a better way of life, but also kept 

friends and associates in the east informed of his progress. 

Throu&~out his .writings basic elements of his theology have 

been noted increasing one's understanding of his success as 

a missionary. W:flitman's complete trust in God's providence 

and power was a belief that sustain0d him tbrouch all the 

hardships of a life 1 s work. 

Par from being overcome by the difficulties wl1.ich 

constantly surrounded his labors, he overcame these obsta­

cles to the successful completion of his work. His strength 

of Christian character and boundless energy made him equal 

to all that he encountered. 

Not only was VV'nitman instrumental in helping the migrat­

ing settlers find their way to the new land, but as path­

finder and woodsman he assured the begin.'1.ings o:f a community 

in which the seeds of the Christian cospel were to take such 

firm root. Hepresenting his Mission and the e.xpanding west, 

he cleared up serious misunderstandings in the east, leading 

to the continuance of the Oregon Mission and the eventual 

annexation of Oregon by the United States. 

In exam.ining the controversy v:hich his daring ride 

inspired, it has been shown how Vlbitman had a vital part 

in the United State's acquisition of the Oregon territory, 

an act which brouv."lt great benefit to the Christian mission­

aries on this far-western field. 
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B. Conclusion 

Such a study leads to certain conclusions. That Marcus 

VJhitman was a great historical figure there can be no doubt. 

But that he v:as also a man after God's ovm heart is equally 

clear, a man completely dedicated to serving the One who had 

called him, as his writings so ricrlly attest. l1hrough this 

service J/iarcus Whitman made a great contribution to the 

Christian mission of the Presbyterian Church, laboring devot­

edly among the Indians and settlers of the Pacific northwest. 

This contribution to his church resulted also in a great 

benefit to his country. For in opening the door to the gos­

pel of Jesus Christ, he also made possible the entrance of 

future settlers and the beginning of Aruerico_n colonization. 

As a churchman lvlarcus Vfui tman contributed greatly to 

the success and effectiveness of the Oregon Mission. As a 

patriot his Christian convictions expressed themselves in 

another area, relating the gospel· of Christ to the practical 

matters of life and l:taking that life more worth living for 

missionaries and settlers alike. Both patriot and churchman 

were inseparably united in Marcus Whitman, missionary, tvvo 

complementary aspects of one great Christian character. 

In the strength of his character, in his devotion to 

his Lord, and in the far-reaching effects of his work, Marcus 

Whitman stands head and shoulders above the other members 

of the Oregon Mission. In retrospect the words of H.H. 
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Bancroft seem especially fitting: 

" ••• His nerves were of steel; his 
patience vms excelled only by his 
absoJ.:ute fearlessness; in the mighty 
calm of his nature he vras a Caesar 
for Christ."l 

!' 1. Ante, p. Jo. 

• • • • • • 
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