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PR ETFA C E

S8R HE Author of the following Difcourfe, and
T ¢ my worthy and intimate Friend, tells me,
Bemney in a Letter I lately received from him, ¢ that
¢ a Thought ftruck him, after a Reviewal
<« of the Sermon, that it might perhaps be of fome
« Service to the Public.” He adds farther, ¢ that
« if I thould think fo, I might publith it;” and
then mentions “ my introducing it into the World
“ with a Preface.” '

I am in no Pain about any Cenfure upon myfelf
for my Opinion, that the Difcourfe deferved Publi-
cation ; and it is diftinguifhed with fuch an uncom-
mon Union of Piety, Patriotifm, Learning, and fa-
cred Oratory, that, upon the Suppofition that my
Name had any Weight with the Public, the Sermoh
ftands in no need of my Recommendation, but may
fafely venture itfelf abroad, where there is any true
Relifh for Religion and Eloquence, in the Luftre and
under the Protetion of its own intrinfic Merits.

As I have fo far complied with the Mind of my
Friend, as to draw up a Preface to his Difcourfe, I
am fenfible that I cannot better pleafe him, or better
engage my Reader, than by endeavouring, tho’ it
fhould be in a much inferior Strain, to promote the
Defign of my reverend Brother, by urging upon the
Conlicience the fame Truths and Duties which he has
reprefented and inforced ; and the rather, as there is
fome material, and indeed melancholy Difference in
the Situation of public Affairs between the Time when
this Sermon was preached, and the prefent Juncture.

And what a loud Call is there to Grest-Britainand
- A2 Ireland,
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iv PREVFACE,

Ireland, as well as our Colonies abroad, to ery mightily
unto God, and to turn every one from bis evil Way ?
We are undoubtedly a very finful People, and over-
fpread with, may I'not fay, upon the Comparifon of
the Good and Bad among us, a general Torrent of
Infidelity, Prophanencfs, and Immorality ? We have
long enjoyed Religion in the Purity of its Reforma-
tion from Popery, and we have been long favoured
with civil and facred Liberty in its wideft Extent, and
higheft Glory; and yet we have ftill finned on withan
high Hand and an out-ftretched Arm againft Heaven,
and have made an enormous Acceffion to our Guile by
the Abufeof our diftinguifhing Mercies and Privileges,
as if we thought the Sunthine of our national Pro-
fperity and Bleflings was to ferve no other Purpofe than
that of drawing out the poifonous and ungrateful
Malignity of our depraved Hearts, and thereby
making the Clouds that were neceffarily gathering,
againft usinto a future Storm of Vengeance, the more
heavy, and in the Iind the more dreadful and ruinous.
At length God has appeared in his Providence
vdth very dark and awful Tokens of his Difpleafure
againft us.  War has been let loofe, and has already
made a moft miferable Havoc, efpecially in fome of
our Plantations, where the Tragccl()ics of Indian Bar-
barity, infiigated no doubt by Fremeh Politics and
Influence, have been fo fhocking, that Humanity
can hardly hear the Relation of them. One Difap-
pointment and Defeat has fucceeded upon another, Our
Enemies have fcarce fail'd of Succefs in any of their
Schemes and Liuterprizes, and particularly the pre-
fent Year has beheld our King’s Dominions in Ger-
many overrun by the French, and the King of Pruffa
1s now fo invirened by his Enemies, that with all his
indefatigable Care and refolute Bravery, it will be
fietle lefs than a miraculous Interpofition of Provi-
derice in his Favour, if he thould not fall a Sacrifice

" ¢6°their inveterate Hatred, and confederate Power.
Perhaps
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. Perhaps never was there a Period, in which, alf

things confidered, not only Grest-Britain, but even
Eyrope itfelf, were in more imminent Danger ; and
the rather, as the Powers that now feem to be bearing
down all Refiftance before them, are united together
in the Bonds of a Religion, if it may be called a Re-

ligion, that has laid wafte the Liberties of Mankind, .

and has efpecially drank deep of the Blood of the
Saints and Martyrs of Fefis. And fhould Popery fub-
ject the Nations of the World to its defpotic and un-
controllable Power, what can we expe, but that
that Lamb in Inferiority, that Fox in Equality, but
that roaring and ravening Lion, when it has gained
the Afcendency, will again difcover its real Nature,
republifh and execute its fanguinary Ediéts, and
fpread Horror, Slaughter, and Devaftation, among
all that will not tamely fubmit to its Yoke, a Yoke
that neither we nor our Fathers were able to bear.
The late cruel Perfecutions in France of its innoeent
and. innoffenfive Natives, may well make us tremble
at the tremendous Fate of Greaz-Britain, thould that
afpiring and reftlefs Kingdom annex thefe Lands to
its Conquefts, and pour in Popery upon us, that has
proved by its Mafficres and Inquifitions, how well it
deferves the Name of the dbomination that makes de-
Jolate.

And now, Friends, Brethren, Countrymen, fhall
we ftill continue in our Impenitence, and go on ftill
to fill up the Meafure of our Iniquities?  Shall we
dare to provoke the Almighty to execute all that
Judgment, which we are fure he can fo eafily bring
upon us? Shall we ftill add Fuel to the Flames of the
divine Indignation, by our continued and infolent
Rebellion againft the moft High and Holy God,
when it is fo much our Intereft, in every View, to
have the kindled and fpreading Vengeance ftopt, and
that God fbould turn away from bis fierce Anger, tbat
we. perifb ot ?  Lhall we ever imagine that we can
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vi PRETFACE.

harden ourfelves againft Heaven, and profper, or that
open and flagitious Iniquity, or the fuperficial Ap- -
pearances, or empty Forms of Godlinefs, at the fame
time that we are Strangers to its Spirit and Power,
are the Methods by which a People, fo highly fa-
voured as ourfelves, can hope the Almighey will
avert the Storm that hangs over us, and ceufe bis
Face to fbine upon us, that we may be faved ?

Come then, let the Ax be laid to the Root of the
Trec. Let the openly Prophane and Ungodly, that
are not good enough to be called Heathens yet, hear
and obey the Orcer of an Heathen Monarch, and cry
mightily unto Ged, and turn every ome from bis evil
#ay. And let the Formalift, and mere nominal Pro-
feflor no longer fatisfy themfclves with a Name to
live while they are dead. Lt us all deplore the na-
tional Sins, and deprecate the national Ruin; and let
us remember, in our Confeflions and Penitence, that
we are not to content ourfelves with general Decla-
mations againft Vice, or with large Acknowledgments
and Lamentations over the Crimes of others, but
that it is our Duty to enter upon a folemn Review of
ourfelves, and fearch and try our Ways, and turn again
unto the Lord. Are there not with us, even with us,
who have run into the Excefles of Riot that others
have done, Sins againft the Lord our God 2 where.
are that Faith in Chrift, that Application of his
Righteoufnefs, that godly Sorrow, that evangelical
Humility, that Vi¢tory over the Lufts of the Flefh
and Spirit, that univerfal Sclf-denial and Mortifica-
tion, that I’atience and Submiffion to the Will of
Heaven, that Difengagement from the Things of
Senfe and Time, that Commerce and Communion
with invifible Realities and Glories, that Clofet and
Family-Devotion, that humble and heavenly Walk
with. God, that brotherly Love, Meeknefs, Juftice,
Truth, and unwearied Efforts and Endeavours to do
good, and to fhine as Lights in the World, which
_ are
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are fo effential to the divine Life, and fo ornamental
to our facred Profeffion, and into an Obedience to
which it is the great End of our holy Religion to

reduce our Hearts and Lives, that we may ferve our

Generation according to the Will of our God, may
be dreffed for Eternity, and be made meet, when-
ever we fhall be called thither, for the Inberitance
among the Saints in Light. -

Be perfuaded then, O thou wilful, prefumptuous,
and flagrant Sinner, to break off thy Sins by Righ-
teoufnefs, and no longer harbour and cherith thofe
Serpents, whofe Poifons are certain Mifery and De-
ftruction : Be perfuaded, O formal and lukewarm
Profeflor, not to content thyfelf without real and
vital Godlinefs, as thou wouldeft, both in the pre-
fent and future World, be blefled with real and ac-
tual Salvation. Don’t mock God with a Shadow,

“when you hope from him fubftantial and immortal

Happinefs.
O'! for a blefled Confederacy among all Ranks

“and Degrees of Men, and may not only Grear-
- Britain and Ireland, but even our remoteft Colonies,

mingle in this facred Union of Souls, to repent of
our Sins, to implore the divine Pardon and Favour,

-to lay down our Weapons of Rebellion, and yield

up ourfelves to God, as one living Sacrifice, as all

" of us alive from the Dead, to be tor ever facred to

him! In this way we may expet temporal and na-

_tional Bleffings, at leaft there is no other in which we

can hope for them; or let what Deftruction foever come
upon us of a natural kind, we may be affured that
it fhall go well with us as to our {piritual and im-
mortal Interefts; and that even Peftilences, War,

* Famine, or Martyrdom, fhall never hurt that Life
which is bid with Chriff in God, and only prove the -

early Road, if I may fo call it, from this Vale of
Sorrow, into the Fulnefs of.foy in our Fatber’s Pre-
Jencey and the everlaffing Pleafures at bis right Hand.
o ‘ h " To
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To accomplith fo great and defirable a Werk, may
that God, with whom is the Refidue of the Spirit,
fulfil his Promife, that * in the latter Days be will
pour out bis Spirit upon the Houfe of David, and upon
the Inbabitants of Jerufalem, the Spirit of Grace and
Supplicaticns, when the Land fhal! mourn, svery Family
apart ; and may this Mourning, as it ftands in the
facred Text near the i’romife, be alfo accompanied
in every Penitent, with the pleafant Views of sbat
Fountain wbich is cpened o the Houfe of David, and
20 the Inbabitants of Ferufalem, for Sin and for Un-
cleannefs. Guilt may force out the defponding Sigh,
or the iren Tear, but Repentance is never fo free,
or flows fo genuine from the Heart, as when it is
mingled with a Senfe of the Riches of forgiving
Mcrcy, through the Nierits and Mediation of our
bleffed Lord and Saviour: and Experience ratifies
what the Divine Word has declared, g;t there is For-
givene[s with thee, that thou may't be feared +.

But it is time for me to withdraw, and to give
leave for my worthy Brother to fpeak. That this his
pious and fcafonable Dilcourfe, and all his various
and indciatigable Labours tor the Glory of God and
the Good ot Souls, may be crowned with eminent
Succefs, is the Prayer of onc who defires to tread in
his Steps, and to be enriched with a Portion of the
fame Spirit which [ am perfuaded he eminently pof-
fefles! And as this Prayer is the fervent Defire of
my Heart, fo, as a Teftimony of it, and of that
Affection I bear to the Author of the following Dif
courfe, I publickly fubfcribe my Hand,

TuomMAas GIBBONS.

Loxbpow,
o&. 6, 1757.

" ¢ Zech. xii. 10---12, b, xiii, 1.
1 Pal. cxxx, 4.
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fture of our Affairs, we can only afk with pain-
ful Solicitude, #bat will be the End of thefe
Things ?  And when cven the Confideration of
the divine Mercy upon our Repentance, cannot
give us any Affurance of Deliverance in a Po-
litical Capacity, but only a Peradventure, #Who
can tcl! Lt God will turn and repent 2 when this,
I fay, is our Situation, every Mind that has the
leaft Thought, muft be anxious perplexed and
agitated with many cager dubious Expecta-
tons. This is the prefent Situation of our
Country ; and this was the State of that popu-
lous and magnificent City, Nineveb, when the
Words of my Text were firft fpoken.

Ninevch was the Metropolis of the Affyrian
Empire: And Low prodigioufly populous it
was, you may calculate from hence, That it
contained more than f{ix-fcore thoufand Children,
that were fo young, that they could not diftin-
guifh the right Hand from the left. And the
Number of Adults, in proportion -to thefe,
muft be vaft indeed. Its Extent was no lefs
than thrce Days Journey. Profane Authors *
tell us, it was forty-feven Miles in Circumfe-
rence; and that, notwithftanding its vaft Ex-
tent, it was furrounded with lofty Walls and
Towers : The Walls, two hundred Feet high,
and fo very wide, that three Chariots might
drive on them a-breaft: And the Towers two
hundred Fcet in hcight, and fifteen hundred in
number. But what became of this mighty Ni-
meveh at laft?  Alas! it was turned into an
Heap of Rubbifh. Divine Patience was at
length wearied out ; and, though the Vengeance
denounced by Fomah, was fufpended, yet that
foretold by Nabum was dreadfully executed. od

A

# Diod, Sic. &',
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And what was the Caufe of this Execution,
and that Denunciation? The Caufe of both
was Sin; national, epidemical Sin, againft an
unknown God, the God of Ifracl; 1 fay, a-
gainft an umknown God: for Nincveh was an
Heathen City, not favoured with the Knowledge
of the true God by fupernatural Revelation ;
much lefs with the Gofpel, that moft perfe&t
Difpenfation of divine Grace towards the Sons
of Men. The Ninevites could not fin with
fuch horrid Aggravations as we; and yet even
they could fin to fuch a Degree, as to become
utterly intolerable. They finned againft the
Light of Nature, and that fufficed to bring
down remedilefs Deftrution upon them.  This
is mentioned as the Caufe of the divine Dif-
pleafure, in Fomab’s Commiflion. Arife, go
to Nineveb, that great City; and cry againft it
Sfor their Wickednefs is come up before me ® :
their Wickednefs has reached to Heaven; and
can no longer be endured. But before the
fatal Blow fall, let them have one Warn-
ing more —— Oh! how aftonithing are the
Grace and Patience of God towards a guilty
People! Even when their Wickednefs has {caled
the Heavens, and come up before Him, he con-
defcends to give them another Warning, and
fufpends the Blow for at leaft forty Days longer,
to fee if they will at length repent.

Fonab, having tried in vain to difengage him-
felf from the Meflage, is at length conftrained
to undertake it ; and with the folemn and awful
Gait of a Prophet, he walks from Street to
Street, making this alarming Proclamation, 2et
forty Days, and Nineveb fball be overtbrown +.
“This was the Subftance of his Sermon: But no

B2 S doubt

* Jonahi. 2, 1+ Jonah iii, 4.
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doubt he fpoke much more than is here recorded.
No doubt, he produced his Credentials from the
God of Jjicl, and gave them the Hiftory of his
Reluctance to accept the Commiffion ; of the
Storm that purited him, while attempting to
mane hiv icape; of his miraculous Preferva-
tion in the Beily of a Fifh, and his Deliverance
thaice. No deubt he aifo let them know, what
vz the Caufe of the divine Difpleafure againft
ticn, «iz. thcir National Vices and Irreligion 5
and he perhaps intimated, That Repentance was
the enly pofiible Mcthod of cfcaping the threat-
et Dddlredion. It is plain, however, they
enderitcod him in this Senfe; for they attually
il repent; but whether it was from the Light
of Nawre, or {rem Fezeb’s Preaching, they re-
ceivad this Direction, docs not appear *.

And now, while the Prophet 1s delivering his
Metlage, their Confciences tell them how ripe
they are for this dreadful Doom 5 and the Spirit
oi God, no (’.Olﬁ, concurs, and imprefles the
Conviction uyon their Hearts.  Now, methinks,
1 fec cager gazing Crowds following the Pro-

* Upon f.cond Thoughts, it feems to me, that Ged
faw it moit proper to be vpon the Referve in this Point;
and that he did not reveal to Fosab his gracious Defign to
pardon them upon their Repentzice ; nor Fomab to the Ni~
rovites. —That Gud did not reveal it to feaab, fcems pro-
boble from hence, that ke had fome Expeétation the City
would be deftroved. theugh he faw their Repentance : and
hezce hic waited for the Event, and was greatly cliagrined
when cifappointed.  He feemed indeed to have prefumed:
what the Lvent would be, from the known Mercy and Pa-
tience of God, (Chap. iv. 2.) but this implies, that he had
no exprefs Revelation for it. — That Fomns did not reveal
this to the Ninevites, appears from my Text, where th

fpcak of the Event as dreadfully uncertain, even thoug
they fhould repent.

. phet
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phet from Street to Street ; Palenefs is in every-
Countenance, and Horror in every Heart. Now
the Man of Bufinefs remits his eager Purfuits;
the Man of Pleafure is ftruck with a 'Damp in
his thoughtlefs Career: Pride and Grandeur
lower their haughty Airs; and a general Hor-
ror fpreads from the Cottage to the Throne.
The People agree upon a pubhc Falt: And
when the Emperor hears of the awful Meflage,
he iffues forth his royal Edi&, requiring an uni-
verfal Abftinence from Food, and a deep Repen-
tance and Reformation. He injoins all to put
on Sackcloth, the Habit of Mourners and Pe-
nitents in thofe Ages and Countries ; and, lay-
ing afide his royal Robes, and defcending from
his Throne, he puts on the mortifying Drefs
himfelf, and lies in the Duft. That the Humi-
liation mxcrht be the more moving and affeting,
he orders, accordmo to the Cuftom of the Time
aipon fuch folemn Occaﬁons, that eyen the Beatfts,
the Flocks and Herds, ﬂmuld’ be reftrained -
from Food, and compelled to join, as it were,
with more gmlty Men, in the general Humilia- -
tion, and in deprecating that Vengeance which
was about to fall upon Man and Beaft.

We have now a very moving Sight before us ;
a gay magpnificent City in Mourning ; thoufands
mourning in every Street: King and Subjects,
High and Low, Old and Young, all covered in
Sackcloth, and rolling in Afhes. And their
Repentarce does not wholly confift in thefe Ce-
remonies : The royal Proclamation further re-
quires them, to cry mightily unto God 5 and turn
every one from bis evil Way. 'They are fenfible
of the Propriety and Neceflity of Prayer, earneft
Prayer to God, and a Reformation of Life, as
well as of aﬁ’h&mff themfclvcs with Fafting.

Thc
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The Light of Nature direted them to this as
the only Method of Deliverance, if Deliverance
was pofiible. The Cafe of fuch a People looks
kopetul.  That fo many thoufands fhould be
brought to Repentance by onc Warning, the firft
and only Warning they had ever received from
a Prophet of the true God ; a Prophet that was
a ccntemptible Stranger from the defpifed Na-
tion of the Fews; this certainly appears pro-
mifing. '

Alas! Brethren, our Countrymen are not fo
eafily brovght to Repentance: No, this is not
an caly thing among us.  Ten thoufand Warn-
ings, not only from Confcience, from divine
Frovidence, from this very Fomab, and the
ativer Prophets of the Old Teftament, but alfo
trom the Golfpel, that clear and perfe& Revela-
tion; I fuy, ten thoufand Warnings, thus pe-
culiarly en:orced, have not fo much Effe@ upon
our Country, this Chriftian, this Proteftant
Country, as onc fhort Warning from the Mouth
ot ferek, had upon a City of Heathens and
Idclaters.  All along as I have been confidering
tiiis Cafe, I could not caft out of my Mind that
dreadlul Declaration of Chrit, The Men of Ni-
reveh fball rife up in Fudginent with this Gemera-
tion, and fhall condemn it 5 becaufe they repented at
the Preaching of Fonass and bebold, a greater
than Jeunas is berc*. Nineveb never had fuch
loud Calls to Repentance, and fuch a rich Plenty
of all the Mcans of Grace, as Virgima. The
meanc{t in the Kingdom of Heaven, i. e. the
meaneft Chriftian under the full Revelation of
the Gofpel, is greater in fpiritual Knowledge, not
cnly than Fonab, but than Fobn the Baptift, the
greateft Prophet that was ever born of a Wo-

man,
* Matt. xii. 41.
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~man. And therefore, I may accommodate thefe
Words to us, Bebold a greater than Fonas is bere.
Here are clearer Difcoveries of the Will of God,
and ftronger Motives and Encouragements to
Repentance, than ever Fomab could afford the
Men of Nineveh. But alas! where is our Re-
pentance ? Where are our Humiliation and Re-
tormation ? Shall the Light of Nature, and
one Warning from a Prophet, bring Heathens to
the Knee before God ; and fhall not the Gofpel,
and all its loud Calls, have that Effect upon a
Chriftian Land ?  Shall Nineveh repent in Sack-
cloth and Afthes; and fhall Virginia fin on fill,
impenitent, thoughtlefs, luxurious and gay?
Alas! what will be the End of this?

The Cafe of the Ninevites, who were brought
to Repentance fo readily, and fo generally, looks
hopeful, and feems to promife them an Exemp-
tion from the threatened Vengeance. And yer,
fo fenfible was the King of Nineveb of their
Demerit, and the Infufficiency of their Repen-
tance to make Atonement for their Sins, that
he is doubtful, after all, what would be the
Confequence. Who can tell, fays he; who
knoweth, if God will turn and repent, and turn
away from the Fiercene(s of bis Anger, that we
perifo mot 2 q. d. Let us humble ourfelves ne-
ver fo low, we are not affured we fhall efcape:
Vengeance may, after all, feize us; and we
may be made Monuments to all the World of
the Juftice of the King of Kings, and the
dreadful Confequences of national Impiety and
Vice. His Uncertainty in this Matter might
proceed from the juft Senfe he had of the into-
lerable Height, to which the national Wicked-
nefs had arrived; and of the Stri¢tnefs of the
divine Juftice. He knew, that even in his own

Govern-
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Government, it would have very bad Confe-
quences, i all Crimes fhould be forgiven, or
p.fs unpunithed, upon the Repentance of the
Oifender: And he forms the fame Judgment
concerning the divine Government.  Indeed, it
is natural to a Penitent, while he has a full View
of his Sins, in all their Aggravations, and of
the Juftice of God, to queftion whether fuch
Sins caa be forgiven by fo holy a God. He is
apt even to fall into an Extreme, in this refpect.
It does not now appear fo cafy a thing to him
to obtain a Pardon, as it once did, when he
had no juft Views of his Guilt. Now it ap-
pears a great Thing indeed; fo great, that he
can hardly think it poffible. Or the Uncertainty
of the King of Nimeveb in this Point might
proceed from Foneh’s being fo referved upon it
He might have had no Commiffion from God
to promife them Decliverance, upon their Re-
pentance : But he was to warn them, and then
leave them in the Hands of a gracious and righ-
teous God, to deal with them according to his
Pleafure. This tended to make them more fen-
fibie, that they lay ot Merey, and that he might
juftiy do what he pleafed with them. The
Event indeed fhewed, there was a Condition im-
plicd in the Threatning ; and that God did fe-
cretly intend to {pare them, upon their Repen-
tance. But this was wifely concealed, and it
was fufficient that the Event fhould make it
known. It is certain, national as well as per-
foral Repentance, may fometimes come too
late ; and that fometimes the Punifhment may
fall by way of Chaftifement, even when the
Repentance is fincere, and the Sin is forgiven,
fo that it fhall not bring on the Deftruction of
the Sinner in the eternal World. But we may

well

’
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well fuppofe, an Heathen "Monarch, who pros-

bably had no Inftruction but from Fomab’s fhort
Warning, would be much at a Lofs about thefe
Things. Erom this Uncertainty of his, about
the Fate of his Empire, we may infer this Truth,
which I intend to illuftrate with regard to our-
felve:, viz.

That fometimes a Nation may be in fuck a Situa:
tion, that no Man can tell what will be the
Ifue 5 or whether ii foall be delivered from
2he threatened Vengeance, or dofiroyed.

But though the King of Ninevebh was uncer-
tain about this ;- yet, there was one Thing that
he was very certain of, viz. That if there was
any Poffibility of Efcape, it was to be hoped for
only in the Way of earneft Prayer to God, ge-
neral Humiliation and Reformation. This is
evident from the Connexion of the Context.
Let .Man and Beaft, fzys he, be covered with
Sackcloth, and cry mightily to God, yea, let them
turn every one from bis ev¥ Way : — Who can tell
if God will turn and repent, and turn away from
bis fierce Anger, that we perith not ? i. e. Who
can tell but he may turn away from his fierce
Anger, in Cafe we turn from our evil Ways,

and humble ourfelves before him? If we \eo.

not reform, and humble ourfelves, the Cafe is
dreadfully plain ; any one can tell that we can-
not efcape 3 there is not fo much as a Peradven-
ture for it; unavoidable Deftruction will be our
Doom, beyond all Queftion. But if we repent,
who knows what that may do? Who knows
but God may repent, and turn from the Fiercenc[s
- of bis Wrath? If there be any Hope at all, it
is in this way. This he learned from the Light
of Nature, if not from Fonab’s Prcachj\ngzi
o
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And this fuggefts another feafonable Truth,
which, if my Time will allow, I fhall alfo illu-
ftrate, <iz.

That when a Nation is in fuch a State, that no
Man con certainly determine what will be its
Duoonn, if there be any poffible Hope, it is only
in the Way cof general Humiliation, earneft
Praycr, and public Reformation.

To prevent Miftakes, I have one Thing more
to obferve upon the Text; and that is, that when
God is faid to #epeat, it only fignifies, that the
vifible Conduct of divine Providence has fome
Refeiizblance to the Conduct of Men, when they
repent 3 and not that ke is capable of Repentance
in a proper Scife, or oi that Changeablenefs, im-
pericét Knowlce.dge, Sorrow and Self-accufation,
which Repentance among Men implies. When
Men repent that they have made a Thing, they
dcftroy it; and thercfore, when God deftroyed
Man by a Deluge, he is faid to repemt that he
made him ; and when he depofed Sawl, it is faid,
he repented that he had made him King.  When
Men do not exccute their ‘Threatnings, it is fup-
pofed they repent of them; and hence, when
God does not inflict the threatned Evil, he is faid
to repent of the Evil; 7.¢. he aéts as Men do,
when they repent of their Purpofe 3 though when
he made the Denunciation, he well knew the
Lvent, and determined not to exccute it, upon
the Repentance of thie Offenders.  So with re-
gard to Nineveb, there was no proper Repentance
in God, but an uniform cenfiftent Purpofe. He
purpofed to denounce his Vengeance againft that
City ; and he did fo: He purpofed and forefaw
their Repentance; and it accordingly came to
pats: He purpoiid to fpare taem upon their Re-

pentance ;
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pentance; and he did fo. Al this is very con-
fiftent, and implies no proper Repentance in
God; for in this Senfe, God is not a Man, that
be fbould repent * 5 but be is of one Mind, and who
can turn bim 2 and what bis Soul defireth, even
that be doth .

I now enter upon the Illuftration of the firft
Inference upon the Text, viz.

1. That fometimes a Nation may be in fuch a Si-
tuation, that no Man can tell what will be their
Doom 5 whether the threatned Vengeance will
Jall upon them, or whetber they fball ¢fcape.

This, we have feen, was the Situation of Ni-
neveb, though now lying in deep Repentance, and
not in danger, as far as appears, from any vifible
Caufe. Thoufands were now mourning, praying

and reforming; and we have no Account of an,

Enemy preparing to invade them. And if Ni-
#eveb, in this Situation, which feems fo promif-
ing, was, notwithftanding, in fuch Danger, that
no Man could determire what would be their
Doom; alas! what thall we fay of Virginia, and
the Kingdoms to which we belong, when they
are neither penitent before God, nor fafe from
the Arms of a powerful and vi&orious Enemy ?
If the Repentance of the Ninevites gave them no
Aflurance of Eicape, but only a Peradventure,
Who can tell if God will turn from bis fierce An-
ger 2 certainly our Dcom muft, at beft, be equal-
ly uncertain, when, inftead of Repentance, Re-
formation, and mighty crying to God, we fee
the Generality impenitent, unreformed, and
prayerlefs ftill ? I would not damp you with
unmanly Fears; but I cannot help faying, that
our Doom is difmally uncertain. I know not
* Numb. xxiii. 19. + Job xxiii. 13,

2 what
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vhat a provoked God intends to do with us and -
our Nation. I have my Hopes indeed ; but they
are balanced and fomctimes overbalanced, with
fearful and gloomy Apprehenfions.

We are engaged in War with a powerful ex-
afperated Enemy ; and Blood is ftreaming by Sea
and Land. Some decifive Blow will probabiy be
ftruck ere long: But on what Party it will fall,
and what will be the Iifue of this-Struggle and
Commotion among the Nations, is an anxious
Uncertainty. And this Uncertainty will appear,
if we confider the piefeirt Pofture of Affairs — the
Scripture Prepbecies v.ith regard to future Events
— and tle nationel Guili and Impenitence.

1. The lfite of the prefent War will appear.
dreadfully uncertain, 1 we confider the prefent
Pijlire of Affoirs.

‘The Circumflances of our Nation are in many -
refpetts encouraging.  Loyalty and Unanimity
Lave but flldom been fo univerfal in our Mother-
Countiy ;3 and Loyaity, 1dare fay, but 1 cannot
add Unanimity, is equally univerfal in the Britifh
Colonics, on this Conrinent, Great-Britain is
very powctiul by Sea, and, 1 believe, fuperior to
any oune Power in the World.  She has alfo fome
powertul Allic:, purticularly Pruffia, that now
fcems to hold tiie Balance of Power in Europe *.
The Britih Colonics in Jmerica are very popu-
lous, and in jome of them, particularly the New-
Englaiil Provinees, a brave Spirit feems to pre-
vail. The fix Nations of the coniederate Indians
are generally in our dntereft; and are of great
Importance in the prefent Difpute. We allo
cannot but hope, that fundry of the Jidian Na-

* What an awful Charg is th.re in this Priace’s Circum-
fiznces betwcen O&. 1750, whea Mr. Davics preached this’
Sermon, and the prefent ‘I'ime, O&. 1757 !

tions
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tions that lie on the Frontiers of our Soutbern
Colonies, will, at leaft, maintain a Neutrality ;
and fome of them perhaps, be ative for us.
Thefc are encouraging Circumftances ; and thould
not be ungratefully overlooked.

But on the other hand, let us caft into the Ba-
lance the fuperior Advantages of our Enemies,
which mey juftly alarm our Fears. France is
vaftly fuperior to us in Land-Forces ; and fhe is
" now very powerful by Sea alfo, and daily increaf-
ing her Strength in that Element, the proper

Element of Britain. After all our vain Boafts of

Britifb Bravery, it does not appear but the French
are, at leaft, equal to us in Courage ; as they are
confeffedly fuperior in the Arts of Policy and
Intrigue, and in unwearied Adtivity, and a fteady
and vigorous Profecution of their Schemes.
They conduét their. Defigns with Secrecy, Vi-
gour and Difpatch; and are generally beforehand
with us in all their Undertakings. Franceis alfo
very powerful in her Alliances. The Crown of
France is now in the Houfe of Bourbon ; and the
Branches of that Family are in Poffeflion of the
wide extended Spani/b Monarchy, of Sicily, Na-
ples, Parma, &c. And as thefe Branches are uni-
ted to France not only by Birth, but Religion,
we cannot but expet, that when they cannot
maintain a Neutrality, they will more naturally
efpoufe the Intereft of Franmce, than that of Bri-
tain. ‘The Emprefs Queen, fo much obliged to
our King, both for the Prefervation of her here-
ditary Dominions in the laft War, and for the
Advancement of her Hufband to be Emperor of
Germany, has moft ungratefully deferted the Bri-
tifb Intereft, and entered into a firm Alliance
with France. This may probably have fome In-
fluence with fundry of the German Princes to

engage
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engage on the fime Side ; which fome of them,
witiiout fuch an I'xcitement, feem already dif-
ofe! to o, The Pepe alfo, who fRill retains a
confileribie Irituence i the Eurepean Courts of
the fame Relicion, will not only be ready to
¢i ploy his owin rorces againft the Protefiants,
o ctally e ufl Brotar, the Bulwark of the Re-
soanation, but 'ro Sir up other Powers to
angage in the faue Confe. The Genoefe, who
nuy be of great Service to Framce, by their
Shipping. and thdir rich Bank of St. George, are
already wctive in her Intereft.  Sweden and Den-
mark, though Pictyj?out States, feem difpofed to
verpe to tae fame Cide; or at beft to remain
neuter, The 7/ liusiders, on whofe Affiftance we
hat! Keafen to depend, are intimidated by the
Fronch from fulfiling thdr Engagements to the
Britify Crown 5 and clandettinely aflit our Ene-
mits by furnithing them with Neceflaries, and
caryieg on their ‘Trade in Dutch Bottoms. The
King i Serdiia, that vas fo active an Ally to
us in the lalt War, now lies by, and will not de-
clare bimielf.  In Aaviica, the French, who, a
few Yvars ago, were fo contemptible, and had
not one Man to twenty of the Englih, have ina
little time become formidable by their indefati-
gable Adtivity, their furprizing Succeffes, and
elpecially by their numerous Indian Allies, By
our own Mifmanagement, and by the Artifices
of their Fejuit Miffionaries, and other Emiffaries,
they have fecured to their Intereft moft of the
‘I'ribes of the Natives in North-America; and
fome that were once our Friends, particularly
the Delawarcs and Shawaneefe : and whether we
can retain the Friendfhip of the Chirokees and
the other Soutb-weft Indians by the Dint of Pre-
fents, and all the Arts we can ufe, is very doxflbt-

ul;
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ful 5 efpecially fince the Chirokees have perfidi-
oufly refufed to furnifh us with the Number of
Men ftipulated by Treaty, tho’ we have honour-
ably complied with our Engagements. Now,
when we take a ferious View of thefe Things, who
can tell what will be the Iffue? Muft not our
"Minds be anxioufly fufpended between Hope and
Fear? If we fhould fuppofe divine Providence
thould leck on, and remain neuter, and fuffer
the Arm of Flefh to fight it out, and the Event
to be determined by the intrinfic Strength of the
contending Parties, and their refpeétive Allies,
certainly we have no Reafon for high Expecta-
tions 3 but, on the other hand, have:no fmall
Reafon to fear, and forebode difmal Things. For
if we balance the intrinfic Forces, the Allies, the
Courage, Conduct, and all the Advantages and
Difadvantages of the contending Parties, it is but
too likely, the Scale may turn againft us. We
have the Advantage in fundry Refpeéts; but,
upon the whole, the Advantage feems to lie on
the Side of our Enemies.

Further ; the rapid Conquefts of the French, in
fo fhort a time, are really furprifing, and may fill
us with difmal Apprehenfions. We were before-
hand with them in our military Preparations, and
in feizing many of their Ships; but they have
already made Reprifals in taking the Ifland of
Minorca, and the important Fortrefs of Ofwego.
In thort, they have not failed of Succefs in any
one of their Expeditions, except in the Engage-
ment with General Fobnfton ; and that Defcat was
not at all furprifing, if it be confidered, that our
Men had the Advantage of Cannon and En-
trenchments, and were little inferior in Number.
On the other hand, hardly any of our Expedi-
tions, however promifing, have been fucccfsfgl;

ut



[16] |
but the higher our Expectations, the more mor-
tifying have been our Difappointments. Now, if
we prognoticate the Progrefs and Event of this
War, trom its Beginning, certainly we have
Reafon to forebode difmal Things.

It is alfo worthy of Notice, that their Succefles,
and our Dcfeats and Difappointments, have been
equally furprifing and unexpetted. Who could
have expected, that four or five hundréd fculkin
Savages, would have defeated General Braddoc.
with thrice that Number of Men, and with the
Advantage of a fine Artillery ? Who could have
expetted, that Ofwego, garrifoned with fifteen
hundred Men, furnifhed with Artillery and Am-
munition for a brave Defence, and with a Suffi-
ciency of Provifions to hold out a long Siege,
would have been taken by an Army of Fremch
and Indians, not above double in Number ; and
that in two or three Days *, and with bat little
Trouble ; though they had little or no Artillery,
but what they took from Fort-Omtario; which
they had juft taken from us? If Treachery or
Cowardice was the Caufe, it is as difcouraging a
Caufe as can be affigned; for the fame Caufe
may be, and produce the fame fatal Effe&, in
other Places: And thus we may perith by our
own Hands. Who would have thought, that Bri-
tain, fo fuperior in naval Power, fhould have been
prevented by a French Fleet, from fending timely
Succours to Fort St. Philip, which might have
enabled the brave Blakeney to hold out’the Siege?
Efpecially, who would have expcéted, that we
fhould have fuftained this Lofs, not by the fupe-
rior Power of the Enemy, but by the Cowardice

* By later Accounts, it feems to have been taken in two
or three Hours; and that the Frendd did net lofe a Man, and
we but four or five. ’

of
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of an Englip Admiral 2 Who could have conjecs-
tured, that our Expedition laft Spring againtt the -
Shawanefe, would have come to nothing for want
of Provifions, and by miftaking the way to their
Towns? We could not but hope that our Ngr-
thern Army, which laft Year confifted of near
nine thoufand, and this Year of about fifteen thou-
Jand, would have been able to ftrike fome deci-
five Blow, or at leaft to have made an Attempt
upon Crown-Point : butalas! we are difappoint-,
ed; and nothing is like to be done this Year.
Now thefe are ftrange Events ; they did not atall
feem likely from vifible Caufes, or from the Arm
of Fleth. And therefore, the Agency of Provi-
dence is more evident in them. [t feems but too
likely, tho’ it ftrikes me with Horror to admit
the Thought, that a provoked God intends to
fcourge us with the Rod of France, and therefore
gives furprifing Succefs to her Arms. 'Who can
tell, but the King of Fran¢e may have the fame
Commiffion given him by that God, whom we
and our Mother-Country have fo grievoufly of-
fended, as was given to the Affyrian Monarch, in
Ifaiak’s Time, when God ipeaks of him as his
Rod, to chaftife his own People, and as acting by
a Commiffion from him, though he neither knew
nor defigned it, but only intended to gratify his
own Ambition? QO Affyrian, the Rod of mine
Anger, and the Staff in their Hand is mine Indig-
nation. I will fend bim againft an bypecritical Na-
tion s and againft the People of my HW'rath will 1
give bim a Charge to take the Spoil, and to take the
Prey, and to tread down like the Mire of the Streets.
Howbeit, be meaneth not [o; neitber doth bis Heart
think fo: but it is in bis Heart to defiroy, and cut
off Nations not a few. But at the fame time it is
toretold, That when the Lord bath performed bis

D " swhole
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whole Work upon Mount Zion, and on Ferufajem, I
will punifb the Fruit of the fious Heart of the King
of Affyria, and the Glory of bis bigh Lacks. (lfa. x.
5, 6, 7, 12.) And it the fame Commiffion be
given to the King of France, 1 doubt not but his
tnd will be the fame. When God hes finifhed his.
‘Work of Corretion with-this Rod, he will break
it, or burn it in the Fire. The like Commiffion
was given to Nebuchadnezzar, King of  Babylon ;
and when he, and his Son, and his Son’s Son, had
ferved as the Executioners of God’s Wrath upon
his Pcople, and the neighbouring Nations, they
and the Babylonian Empire were deftroyed toge~
ther. Thus faith the Levd of Hofts, Becaufe ye bave
not beard my Words, bebold, Iwill fend and take all
the Faniilies of the North, faith’the Lord, and Ne-
buchadnezzar the King of Babylon my Servans, (my
Servant, to exccute tnis my Work of Corre&ion,
and of Vengeance) and I wili bring them againft
this Land, ard azcinft the Inbalitants tbereof, and
againft all theje I\ctions round about, and I will ut-
terly defivoy thein, and make them an Afionifbment,
and an Hiffing, and perpetual Defolations — But it
JSball come to pajs, when feventy Years are accome
plifbed, the Space of time allotted for his Power,
and the Correction of God’s People, tbat then
will I punifb the King of Babylon, and tbat Nation,
Jaith the Lord, for their Iniguity, and the Land of
the Chaldeans, and will make 1t perpetual Defola-
tions. (Jer.xxv.8—r12—14.) Thus youfee itis
no uncommon thing for God, wken Tranfgref-
fions are come to the full, to raife up fome Power
to perform his Work of Chaftifement and Ven-
geance, and render it vitorious and irrefiftible,
till that Work is done: and then to cruth it in its
turn. And whether divine Providence is now a-
bout to employ the Power of France for this Pur-

pofe,
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pofe, is a dreadful Uncertainty. We hope, indeed,
Matters will take a more favourable Turn; but
the prefent Pofture of Affairs, and particu-
larly the rapid Conquefts of that Power which is
now become fo formidable even in America, give
us reafon to fear this may be the Event, and that
Matters are now ripening faft for this terrible
Refult.

I may add, That we have reafon to fear from the
Difpofition and Conduct of many among our-
felves. Some, in high Places, have been fufpected
of Treachery or Cowardice, or at leaft of bad
Condué&, particularly in the Mediterranean, and
at Ofwego. A Spirit of Security, Sloth, and
Cowardice, evidently prevails in thefe Soutbern
Colonies ; and nothing great is fo much as at-
tempted, much lefs executed. We have alfo fo
many black Foreigners among ourfelves, as may
juftly alarm our Fears; and in South-Carolina,
they are much more numerous than the Country-
Militia *. Now if the French thould invade our
Frontiers ;- if the Indians, that are now neuter, or
in the Britifh Intereft, thould join with them, and
with thofe Tribes that are already fo aétive upon
their Side ; and if their united Forces thould pour
down upon us, and meet with a welcome Recep-
tion and Affiftance from fo powerful an Enemy
among ourfelves ; I fay, fhould this be the Cafe,
I need not tell you what unexampled Scenes of
Blood, Cruelty, and Devaftation would open in
our Country, This may not be the Event; and
I hope and pray it may not : but it is not fo im-
probable as we could with; much lefs is it im-

* Col. P -- R---pb told me, that the Militia of that Pro-
vince doés not exceed feven thoufand, and that the Negroes
are as numerous there, as in Virginia ; which makes the Pro-
portion about feven to forty-feven.

D2 poffible.
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pofible. ' Who knows but this may aGually be
the Cornfequence ?

And it the natural Allies of France, together
with the Pepifb Princes, fhould form a Confede-
racy azninit our Mother-Country, and attack her
with their united Strength, how terrible would
the Conlfequences prodzoly be, both to her and
to us, cfpccially it the Protefiant Powers fhould
not vigoroufly concur with us againft them?
This Event alfo may not happen; and I hope
and pray it may not : but itis not {o unlikely as
oine could with. — But,

2. The Event of the prefent War will appear
difmaily doubtful, if we confider fome Scripture
Prophecics, particularly in Dansel and the Reve-
lations.

I cannot pretend to enter deeply into this Sub-
je€t at prefent ; a Subject that has filled fo many
Volumes, and employed the Thoughts and Pens
of fo many great Men. It will be fufficient to
my prefent Purpole to cblerve,

(1.) That the idolatrous perfecuting Power
of Popery, feated at Rome, is undoubtedly
meant by the little Horn in Daniel *, that rofe up
out of the Roman Empire, when it was divided
into ten Kingdoms by the barbarous Nations
that broke in upon it: An Horn, whbich bad a
Mouth [peaking great things; wbich made war
with the Saints, and prevailed againft them ; an
Horn, which [peaks great things againft the mofp
High, and wears ous the Saints of the mofp High;
and thinks to change Times and Laws, i. e. to alter
and corrupt the Ordinances of God . The fame
idolatrous perfecuting Power is alfo intended in
the Revelations ||, by the Beaft with feven Heads
and ten Horns, that bad a Mouth given bim [peak-

ing

® Dap.vii. 8. 1 ver.24,25. || Rev. xiii,
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ing great things, and Blafpbemies : and be opened
bis Mouth in Blafphemy againft God, &c. and it
was given unto bim to make war with the Saints,
and to overcome them, and Power was given bim
over all Kindreds, and Tongues, and Nations ; and
all that dwell on the Earth fball worfbip bim,
whofe Names are not written in the Lamb’s Book of
Life. The fame idolatrous and perfecuting Power
is intended likewife by the Woman * fitting upor
a fearlet-coloured Beaft, bhaving feven Heads, and
ten Horns 5 full of Names of Blafphemy, and drunk
with the Blood of the Saints, and with the Blood
of the Martyrs of Fefus. Proteffant Commenta-
tors generally agree in this Application of thefe
Prophecies to the Papal Power; but I cannot
take time to lay before you the full Evidence up-
on which they proceed. However, I cannot but
juft obferve, that the Angel- Interpreter ex-
prefly tells St. Fobn, that this Woman was that
great City, which then reigned sver the Kings of
the Earth 1 ; which undoubtedly means the City
of Rome, that was then the Seat of univerfal
Empire. But,

(2.) The Time of the Reign of this idolatrous
and perfecuting Power is determined in prophetic
Numbers, both in Daniel and the Revelations. In
Duniel, it is faid, the Saints fhall be given into
the Hand of the Horns untill a Time, Tines, and
the dividing of Time|. and that he fhall fcatter
the Power of the holy People for a Time, Times,
and balf a Timet. In the Revelations we are told,
that the Church of Chrift, reprefented by a Wo-
man, fhall continue in the Wildernefs, 7. ¢, in a
State of Oppreflion and Perfecution, under the
Popifb Power, for a ¥ime, Times, and balf a Time§ ;

' : that

* Rev. xvii. + ver.xviti. | Dan,vii, 25.
1 Dan. xii. 7. § Rev. xii, 14,
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that the enter Court of the Temple, and the boly
City, another LEmblem o! the true Church of
Chritt, /hell be given to the Gentiles, i. e. fubjeted
to a iower no better than i leathen, and by them
treddi: wrder Foot, LForty twse Months  that the
Church fhould bz ied in the Wiiderneis for rwelze
bundied und fixty Days -5 and that the two Wi neffes,
i. e. the finall Remnant of the Faichiul, who fhall
retain the Purity of the Gofpel, and witnefs aguinft
the Corruptions of the Church of Reine, fball pro-
phey tweive bundred and fixty Days in Sackcloth.
Thefe are Lut different Reprefentations of the
fame Period : and in order to underftand them,
you arc to olfcrve, that in this Calculation, a Day
fignifies a 2ear 5 and thercfore twelve hundred and
fixty Days arc twelve hundred and fixcy Years. A
Month confifts of thirty fuch Days, 1. e. thirty
Yecars; for the Months among the Ancients were
invariably made up of but thirty Days, as their
Year confifted only of three hundred and fixty
Days. Now forty two Months, multiplied by
thirty, juft make twelve hundred and fixty Years.
So Fiime fignifies one Year, Times two Years, and
balf a Tine, or the dividing of Time, half a Year :
now one Year and two Years making three Years,
and the half Year added to them make three
Years and a half, Thefe three Years and an half
contain thrice three hundred and fixty Years, and
the half of three hundred and fixty, (viz. one
hundred and eighty) which make exaétly twelve
hundred and fixty Years. So that all thef Calcu-
lations amount to the fame thing, viz. twelve bun-
dred and fixty Years. This is undoubtedly the Du-
ration of the Popi/b Tyranny, and of the Oppref-
fion of the Saints, and the Caufe of Truth. Now
if we could find out when it began, whether when
the

* Rev. xit. 6.
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the Pope ufurped and exercifed the Subftance of
ecclefiaftical Authority as univerfal Bithop, which
was in the fifth Century ; or when he was formally
invefted with that Authority by the Emperor
Phocas, A.D. 606; or when he was made a fe-
cular Prince, and had a civil Authority added te
his ecclefiaftical, by Pipin King of France, A. D.
»56; I fay, if wecould find out when this Space
of twelve hundred and fixty Years began, we
could eafily find out when it will end: and this
would help us to determine what will be the Event
of the prefent War, whether the Oppreffion of
the Proteftant Caufe, or the Downfal ot the bloody
Power of Popery, that has undoubtedly held the
Woerld in Ignorance, Idolatry, and Slavery, for
above a thoufand Years. But after all the Searches
I can'make, I am not able to form a certain De-
termination upon the Point; and Commentators
differ'fo widely among themfelves, that I have
received but little Light from them. ] muft there-
fore leave you in that Uncertainty, in which am
myfelf; and confequently deftitute of Light from
thefe Predictions concerning the Event of the
prefent War.  But
(3.) Tho’ this Period of twelve hundred and
fixty Years is to be, all through, a Series of Ty-
ranny and Perfecution ; and the Caufe of Truth
and its Advocates, are continually under Oppref-
fion ; yet there is a fbort Space in this Period, I
fuppofe, from the Calculation in the Revelations*, -
about three Vears and a belf, in which the Caufe
of Truth fhall feem entirely fupprefled, and its
Friends utterly extin¢t; fo that there will be no
human Probability of their Revival, any more
than of a human Body, that has lain dead three
Days and a half. Aad upon this, the Popifb
Powers
* Rev, i 9.
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Powers “thall exult and triumph, as if they had
obtained an entireand lafting Victory. This is
probably the Time referred to in Daniel (Chap.
Xii, 1.) as a time of Trouble, fuch as mever was
Since there was a Nation, even to that time. Durin
the reft or the twelve hundred and fixty Days,
the Witnefles prophefied in Sackcloth, in a State
of Mourning and Perfecution : but in this Period
they are killed ; and their dead Bodies lie, unburied
and infulted, in the Street of the great City, . e.
in the Roman Territorics : and they that dwell upon
the Earth, fhall rejoice over them, and make merry,
and fend Gifts oie to anotber *.  This is a melan~
choly Time indced for the few Servants of Jefus
Chrift.  And who can tell, whether it be patt, or
whether it be future, and the Ifiuc of the prefent
War? 1 could cafily lay betore you the Opinions
of good and great Men on this Point; but they
are {o various, that they could not bring you to
any certain Conclufion upon it.  Some fuppofe it
paft ; and that it was cither a little before the Re-
tormation, when the Albigenfes and Waldenfes,
who had been Witneffes for a long time againft
the Corruptions ot Popery, were, in Appearance,
utterly extirpated by a Series of bloody Perfecu-
tions, at the Pepe’s Inftigation: And if this was
the Period, then the Relurretion of the Witnef-
fes, and their being caught up into Heaven, muft
fignify the Revival of their Caufe at the Refor-
mation, and the railing up of Lutber, Calvin, and
other Reformers, in the fame Spirit. Or, as others
fuppofe, this melancholy Time was about the
Year 1550, when the Pcrfecution raged in Eng-
land under Queen Mary, and the civil Wars in
France, Germany, and the Low Countries, on ac-
count of Religion, feemd to threaten the utter

’ Extinttion

* Rev. ai.7—1to.



[ 25]

Extinltion of the Proteffant Caufe. Thofe that
fuppofe this Time is paft, have fundry Argu-
ments, that are at leaft plaufible, to fupport their
Opinion; and if I have any Opinion at all, in fo
doubtful a Matter, I incline to this.

There are others, of no fmall Judgment in fuch
Matters, that apprehend this melancholy Period
is yet to come ; and they too have their Reafons,
which I cannot now mention. And if this be the
Cafe, who can tell but the melancholy Time is
now at hand, and that the prefent Commotions in
Europe are working up to it? This is certain, it
will be introduced by War: for we are exprelly
told, that when the two WitnefJes bave finifboed their
Teftimony, the Beaft fhall make War againft them,
and fball overcome them and kill them * ; and that
Juft before the pouring out of the feventh Vial,
which fhall utterly deftroy the Popifb Powers, and
introduce the Kingdom of Chrift, the Kings of
the Earthi, by Popifb Inftigation, fhall gather them-
felves together to the Battle of the great Day of
God Almighty, in a Place called Armageddon +,
or Megiddo, where good Fefiah, the great Re-
former of the Fewi/b Religion, was {lain. [ faw
the Beaft, fays St. John, and the Kings of the Earth,
and their Armies, gathered together to make war
againf} bim that [at on the Horfe, i. €. againft Fefus
Cbhrift and bis Army|. Popery will die hard, and
its laft Struggles be very violent. It will collect
all its Forces, and make one bold Pufh, to reco-
ver its loft Authority : and this will undoubtedly
be attended with much Slaughter. But whether it
will be vi€orious in the firft Attack, and at this
Time flay the Witnefles; or whether the Lamb
and his Army will immediately prevail, as he cer-

*Rev.xi.7. 1 xvi.13, 14,16, | xix. 19,

jO tainly
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tainly will at laft *; this feems uncertain. Now
who can tell, but the prefent War is the Com-
menccincut of this grand decifive Confliét between
the Lamb and the Beaft, i. e. between the Pro-
teftani and Popifb Powers? The Pope firft receiv-
cd his Principality and fecular Authority from Pi-
pin, one of the Kings of France : and there feems
to be fomething congruous in it, that Fraace thould
alfo takce the Lecad, and be, as it were, the General
of his Forces, in this laft decifive Confli& for the
Support of that Authority. This is alfo remark-
able, and almoft peculiar to the prefent War, viz.
that Proteffants and Papifts are not blended toge-
ther in it by promifcuous Alliances : but Fraence
and her Allies are all Papifts ; and Britaim and her
Allies are all Proteftants 3 and confequently, what-
ever Party fall, the Religion of that Party is like
w fall too. If France and her Allies fhould
prove vi&orious, then we may conclude the Pe-
~riod for flaying the Witnefles is juft coming,. But
it Britain and her Allics fhould be vitorious,
then we may conclude that Time is paft, and that -
the Time is juft come, when it fhall be proclaim-
cd, Bobylon is follen! is fallen ! But all this is
uncertain, at leaft to me, *till the Event make it
plain; and for that we muft waic with anxious
Sufpence.

But here I cannot help mentioning ane thing,
to mitigate your Anxieties; and that is, that
however bloody and defolating this laft Confliét
may be, it will bring about the moft glorious and
happy Revolution, that ever was in the World.
It will quite change the Face of things, intreduce
a new Heaven and a new Earth, wherein Righte-
onfnefs /ball dwell; and it will new-model the

* See the final Iffuc of this grand decifive Confliét de-
" feribed in moft lively Terms, Rev. xix. from ver. 11. ad fin.

Kingdoms
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Kingdoms of the World, and they fball become the
Kingdoms of our Lord and of bis Chrift; and be
Sball reign for ever *. Then Satan fhall be bound,
and Chrift fhall reign in the Hearts of Men, a thou-
fand Years. How remarkable upon this Head are
the Prophecies of Danief, above two thoufand
Years ago! [ bebeld, fays he, and the little Florn
wmade war with the Saints, and prevailed againft
them until the Ancient of Days came, i. e. came to
give Dominion, and Glory, and a Kingdom to
the Son of Man + ; and then Fudgment was given
2o the Saints of the moft High s and the time came
that the Saints poffe[fed the Kingdom . They fhall
be uppermoft in their Turn, and be finally tri-
umphant. All the other Empires and Kingdoms
of the World have becn fubje¢t to Revolutions,
pafled from Hand toHand, and at length fallen to
pieces: but this, fays Daniel, is a Kingdom, which
Jhall never be defiroyed ; a Kingdom that fball not be
left to other People; but it fball break to pieces and'
confume all the Kingdoms that were before it, andit
Jhall fand for ever §.—Hail, happy Period! how
long wilt thou delay ? Lord Jefus, let thy King-
dom come! Letit come, tho’ to make Way for
it, many Thrones muft totter, that are now the
Supports of Antichrift : Let it come, tho’ many
Kingdoms fhould be overturned, and many
Countries ftream with Blood ; tho’ we and Mil-
lions more fhould be crufhed in the grand Revo-
lution. See, Brethren, the happy Refult of all
the Commotions that are, or have been, on this
reftlefs Globe : See to what a glorious End they
all tend. And who would not willingly live a
while longer in this World of Sin and Sorrow,
and fhare in the Calamities of War, and all the
* Rev. xi. 15. 4 Dan.vii.21,22. || Ver. 13, 14.

§ Dan.ii 44.
E 2 Plagues
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Plagues referved for the latter Times, if he may
but fec this bleffed Period ? But if we fhould not
be fo happy as to fee it with mortal Eyes, fuch
of us as die in the Lord, fhall receive the wel-
come Intelligence of it in Heaven, and rejoice in
it as much as its proper Subjeéts on Earth. ——
You will forgive me, if I have dwelt too long up-
on this new and curious Subje. I fhall now
proceed with more Hafte.  Therefore

3. The Event of the prefent War, and the Dcom
of our Country and Nation, will appear dread-
fully uncertain, it we confider our national Guilt
and Impenitence.

Let A:beifts and Epicureans fay what they pleafe,
it is an eternal Truth, which all the World will
be made to know at laft, that Febovab is the Ru-
Jer of the Univerfe ; that the Fate of Kingdoms
is in his iHands ; that he is the fovereign Arbiter
of War, and determines Victory as he pleafes. It
is alfo certain, that Rewards and Punifhments are
effential to his Government, as they are-to all
other Governments. In the World to come, he
will reward or punifh Individuals, according ta
their perfonal Works; and in the prefent World
he will reward or punith Nations, according to
their national Works — in the prafent World, 1
fay, becaufe it is only in the prefent World they
fubfift in a national Capacity, and are capable of
national Rewards and Punitfhments, Now there
is a Time, when the Tranfgreffors are come to the
Sull *; when the Meafure of a People’s Iniquity.
is filled up, and they are ripe for Vengeance,
And then the Executioners of divine Vengeance,
the Sword, Famine, peftilential Difeafes, -Earth-

uakes, and the like, are turned loofe among
them, Then the dread Commiffion is iffued out,
Pat

*: Dan, viii. 23.
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Put ye in the Sickle, for the Harvef is ripe : come,
get ye down 5 for the Prefs is full 3 the Vats overs
Slow s for their Wickednefs is great ®., Then all
the Undertakings of fuch a People are blafted ;
and even the worft of the Heathen + fucceed
againft them.  That Nation is thrown off from
the Hinge, on which Empire turns; and there-
fore muft fall. The Lord of Armies is againft
them; and .by a fecret, but irrefiftible Hand,
brings on their Deftruction. :

Now, whether that fatal Period be arrived with
refpect to us and our Nation, I will not deter-
mine ; nor indeed am I capable. But I am fure,
it is not evident, that it is not come, Iam fure
our Land is full of Sin againft the Holy One of
Ifrael.  On this Subjet I have often enlarged ;
and now, I am afraid, it is a trite difregarded
Tale. The Sins of our Land lie heavy upon it :
the Sins of all Ranks and Denominations ; the
Sins of paft and prefent.Generations; Sins againft
the Law, and againft the Gofpel ; Sins againft
Mercies, and againft Judgments ; Sins in Heart,
in Language, in Praétice ; Sins of all Kinds and
Degrees, -and againft all Sorts of Obligations;
Oh! what a huge Heap, what an intolerable Bur-
den, do all thefe Sins make! The Sins of many
Millions on both fides the A¥/antic! Our Body
politick is a huge Mafs of Corruption ; zbe whole
Head is fick s and.the whole Heart faint.: from the
Sole of the Foot unto the Head there is no Sofndnefs
in it, but all is full of Wounds and Bruifes, and
putrifying Sores . And does pot this leave our
Doom in a.dreadful .Sufpence ? Who can tell
what .will. be the Fate of fo guilty a People ¢ Can
we indulge high Hopes, with-fuch a Load .of
Guilt upon us ? Sin lies like a dead Weight upon
: our.

* Joeliii, 13. 4 Ezek. vii. 24. || Ifa, % 6,
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our Counfels, our Defigns, and Exﬁitions 3 and
crufhes them all.  'What tho’ our Enemies be as
wicked as ourfclves, with only this Exception,
that they have not our Advantages, and therefore
cannot {in with our Aggravations? But what if
they were in all Refpectsas bad? It has been no
unufual thing for God to ¢cmploy one guilty Na-
tion to execute his Vengeance upon another ; and
when that Drudgery is done, (which, by the by,
is more properly devolved upon a hated Nation,
than upon his People; he has more demeficent and
agreeable Work for them) 1 fay, when that Drud-
gery is done, he executes the Executioner: juft
as one among a Number of Criminals, may be
appointed to execute the reft ; and then he is exe-
cuted himfelf by fome other Hand. Thus God
employed the Affyrians and Babyvlorians to punifh
his People, the Fews; and when they had, tho’
undefignedly, done him that Service, he punifhes
them in a yet feverer manner., And thus he
threatens the JFews by Ezekie/, that he would
bring the worf? of the Heatben againft them : tbey
were good enough to be Executioners. So he em-
ploys Devils, the worft of Beings, to execute
his Vengeance upon Sinners in Hell. And fo in
human Governments, the Refufe of Mankind
are appointed Hangmen.

But tho’ our Land be fo full of Sin, yet there
would be fome ground to hope, could we fee any
Appearances of a general Repentance and Refor-
mation. But alas! where fhall we find it? I have
been not altogether a heedlefs Obferver of the Ef-
fe&s of the corre@ive and vindi&ive Providences
of God, towards our Land, the Sword, a threat-
ned Famine, and a deadly raging Diftemper *.

* At this time, 2 Flux raged in the Congregation, and

elfewhere, which baffled all the Power of Medicine, and
fwept off fome whole Familics almoft entirely. B
’ ut
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But I have been really fhocked to obferve the
Iffue. I am afraid, that even the People of God
are not fo effectually rouzed by thefe Warnings,
as they fhould be. One would think, they would
be all Life and Vigour, at fuch a Time as this:
but alas! I am afraid, it is otherwife. I am ef-
pecially afraid, that impenitent Sinners, inftead
of being melted into Repentance, are hardening
more and more, like Clay in the Sun. Alas! I
fee and hear no more of ferious Concern about
. eternal things among us, than if we lived in a
healthy Neighbourhood, and a peaceful unmo-
lefted Country. I am afraid the Cafe of fome
bears a difmal Refemblance to that defcribed,
Rev. xv. 10, 11. They gnawed their Tongues for
Pain, and blafphemed the God of Heaven, becaufe
of their Pains and their Sores, and repented not of
their Deeds 5 no, they are fullenly obftinate in
Wickednefs ftill.

Brethren, what are we doing? Are we afleep
at fuch a time as this, when the Judgments of
Heaven are around us, and the Fate of our Coun-
try is fo terribly doubtful? For God’s Sake, for
our Soul’s Sake, for our Country’s Sake, let us
rouze ourfelves from our Security ; let us humble
ourfelves before God, and cry mightily to bim ;
and who can tell but he may turn away frem bis
Jierce Anger 2 — Which leads me to the fecond
Inference from my Text, viz,

1. That when a Nation is in fuch a doubtful
Situation, that no Man can know its Doom, if
there be any Hope, it is only in the Way of Re-
pentance, Reformation, and earnefp Prayer.

This appears the only Way of Hope on two

Accounts.

1. Na-
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1. National Sin has a diref? Tendency, in its own
Nature, to weaken and deftroy a Nation, It is
the deadly Difeafe of a Body politic, which will
deftroy it, without the Hand of an Executioner,
It fpreads Corruption, Injuftice, Treachery, Dif-
cord, Confufion, Cowardice, through a Nation ;
and it deftroys Public Spirit, the Love of our
Country, Unanimity, Courage, and all the focial
and heroic Virtues, which naturally tend to
ftrengthen, defend, and advance a People. Now
Repentance, Reformation, and Prayer, is the
proper Cure for this Difeafe ; it purges out thefe
intcrnal Principies of Death; and implants and
cherithes the oppofite Principles of Virtue and
Life. But thisis notall; for '

2. Repentance, Reiormation ard Prayer, is
the only Way to turn away the Difpleafure of
God, and obtain bis Favour and Proteftion. Sin
brings upon a People the Curfe of a provoked
God; and under this they tade and wither away,
like a blafted Flower, or a Tree ftruck with
Lightning from Heaven. But if it be poffible
to remove it, and obtain the divine Favour, itis
only by decp Humiliation before him, by a tho-
rough Reformation from thofe Sins that provoke
him, and by earneft Crics for Mercy. The Light
of Nature taught the Men of Nineveb, that this
was the only Way of Hope: and Revelation af-
fures us of the fame thing. It is only to the Pe-
nitent that the Promifes ot Deliverance are made ;
and without Repentance, we have no poffible
Claim to them. Deliverances are generally An-
fwers to Prayer; and therefore without earneft
Prayer, we cannot expe¢t them. Natiopal
Judgments are inflited for national Sins; and
therefore Reformation from national Sins, is the
only hopeful Way to efcape them,

Therefore,
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- Therefore; my Brethren, let us betake our-
felves to this only Method of Hope. Let us
deeply humble ourfelves before Godj /let us ery
mightily to bim 5 and let us lurn every ome from
our evil Ways: and then, who can tell but God
will turn and repent, and turn away from bis fierce
Anger, that we perifb not ?

But in all my Exhortations of this kind, I
:muft remember, that Repentance and Reforma-
tion is the Duty of fallen Creatures; of Crea-
tures fo depraved and feeble, that they are not
able, of themfelves, fo much as to apply the
Remedy. If you attempt this Work with the
Pride of imaginary Self-fufficiency, you may
be fure Difappointment will be the Conf.=
quence. Therefore remember, that it is the
- holy Spirit of God alone; that is the Author
of a thorough Repentance, and effectual Re-
formation. It is He alone, that can effeGtually
‘convince the World of Sin. If He be abfent,
Legiflators may make Laws againft Vice, Phi-
lofophers may reafon, Minifters may preach,
nay, Confcience may remonftrate, the divine
Law may prefcribe and threaten, the Gofpel
may invite and allure ; but all will be in vain:
all will not produce one true Penitent. The
ftrongeft Arguments, the moft melting Intrea-
ties, the moft alarming Denunciations, from
God and Man, enforced by the higheft Au-
thority, for by the moft compaffionate Tears,
-all will have no Effect; all will not effectually
reclaim one Sinner, nor gain one fincere Pro-
felyte to Righteoufne(s. Paul, Apollos, and Ce-
phas, with all their Apoftolical Abilities, can
do nothing to purpofe, without the Holy Spi-
sit. Paul may plant, and Apollos water; but

F
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Ged clone can give the Increafe. So them, meither
is be thct plinteth any thimg, nor be that wa-
tercth; they are both nothing together: dus
God, <ho giveth the Increafe *, is all in all.
1ill ihe Spiiit be poured forth from om bigh,
fays lfaiah, Briars and Thorns fball come up
upen the Land of my Pecple, i. e. their Country
fhall be laid wafte, and be made a mere Wil-
dernefs of Briars and Thorns, by the Ravages
of War: or the Pecple themfelves fhall be like
Briars and Thorns, fruitlefs, noxious, and trou-
blefome.  In this Language the Prophet Micab
deferibes the fame People:  The bef of them
is as a Briar; the moft upright is [barper than
g Thorn-Fdlge. (Miceh vii. 4.) Such fhall
they continue, uNT1L the Spirit be poured
upon then ficis on bigh.  But when that happy -
Time comes, then the Wildeynefs fball be a frust-
ful Field : then Fudgment foail dwll in the Wil-
dernefs, and Rivhrecufieis fhall remain in the
Sruitful Ficid. This Effufion of the Spirit fhall
put an cid to the Defolations of War, and
cttablifh them in the Pofleflion of lafting and
extenfive Peace:  For, as it is there added, zbe
Waork of Rigbtcoufucfs fball be Pcace, and the
native Effest of Righteoufnefs fhall be Quietnefs
and Aflurance for ever : and iy People fball dwell
in a peaceablc [labitation, and in fure Dewel-
lings, and in quiet Refling-places. (MHa. xxxii,
1;3—18.) You fece, my Brethren, of how
much Importance and Ncceffity the Spirit is,
to produce a Reformation, and that bleffed
Peace and Security, both perfonal and national,
both within and without, which is the Effect

of it.
And

* 5 Cor. iii. 7.
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- And how are we to expect his facred In-
fluences? Or in what way may we hope to
attain them ? " The Anfwer is, PrRAY FoR
THEM: Pray . frequently, pray fervently,
Lord, thy Spirit! O give thy Spirit! That is
the Bleffing I want; the Bleffing which Fami-
Jies, and Nations, and the whole buman Race
want.  Pray in your Retirements; pray in
your Families; pray in Societies appointed for
that purpofe; pray in warm Ejaculations, pray
without ceafing, for this grand fundamental
Blefling. Hear what Encouragement Chrift
has given to Prayer, in this Particular. 4,
and it fbell be given you : feek, and ye fball find :
knock, and it fhail be opened unto you. — If ye,
being evil, know bow to give good Gifts unto
your Children, how much more fhall your bea-
venly Father give bis Holy Spirit to them that
afk bim* 2. Endeavour to repent in this humble
felf-diffident manner ; and you may hope it will
at leaft avail to your eternal Salvation ; and who
knows but it may avail alfo to turn away the

fierce Anger of God from your Country and
Nation ?

P O §T S§CRTIUPT

March 17, 1757.

What was faid, p. 15, that ¢ the Chirokees
¢ have perfidioufly refufed to furnith us with
* the Number of Men”, (viz. four hundred at

leaft

* Luke xi. g---13.
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leaft) ¢ ftipulated by Treaty,» fill contiriues
true: though two little Parties of them, :'the
ene of about fifteen Men, and the other of
about eight or nine, have lately come to our
Affiftance, and feem zecalous in the Britih In-
tereft,

When the foregoing Sermon was preached;
the. News of the Emprefs of Ruffia’s acceding
to the Alliance between the Courts of Verfaslles

and Jiwmue, had not reached Virgimia, And.

therctore it is atferted, p. 26, that  Framce.and
¢ her Allies are all chi/l.r.” The Ruffians in-
deed Ltlong to the Gieek Church: but that
Church is infected with fo many of the Corrup-
tions of L’cpcry, that fhe much more nearly re-
fembles a Pogifb Church than a Proteffant. And
therefore there is but little Reafon to retra or
foften that Affertion, even fince this unhappy
Alliance.
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