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LTHOUGH Chrifbansate | §

A " gencrally agteed, ia the
belief of a dixine wasrant for. the
obfervation of the Chriftian fab-
bath, it is apprehended that a view

of the ‘leading evidetices of this

duty will be ferviceable both to’

confirm their faith, and promote
" their edification.

The following brief ftatenient

of the arguments is, therefore,
prefented to their confideration.
- The obfervation of every fe-
venth day, as afeafon of rdigious
and holy reft, to man, was’ infti-
tuted from the beginning, as ame-
moriad of the completion of the
work of creation, ‘and the divine
woll-pleafedpefs with it.

When the work of the fixth day
was completed, “ God faw ev
thing .which he had made and be-
hold it was very good. And on
the feventh day, God ended his
work: which he had made, and
be refted on the feventh day, from
all his work, .which he had made.
And God blefled the feventh day
and fan@ified it, becaufe that in it,
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he hid fefted from all his work,
which God created and made.”#
'Fromtht,fxc "Mohi¢ relation t;e-,
eé'tin the 3’ PEAIS | ,. -
L holy ek of he Bgath was
known to Ifrael before the promul.
sti_oip of the Sinai law.'-thn it
as known to other nations, is e-
videntfrom feveralancient writers.{*
This divine inflitution was re-
tiewed in the Mofaic law, and the
ground and reafon of it again af-
certained, in the followirig words :
¢ Remember the fabbath day to
keep it holy.  Six days fhalt thou
labour and do "all thy work. But
the feventh day is the fabbath of
the Lord thy God. In it thou
thalt not de any work.—For in fix
days the Lord made heaven and
carth, the fea, and all that in them
is, and refted the feventh day..
Wherefore the Lord bleffed "the

teftame find frequent refer-
ence to the fabbath, as an inftitu-
tution of God, and the ‘;roper cel-.
ebration of it, as an eflential part

fabbath day and hallowed it.”}
Y | In the #‘wﬁﬁngs of the old’

*—\-——

* Genefisii. 2, 3. +In particular
Hefiod, Homer, and Linus, fee Pol.
Synop. on.Genefis ii. 2, 3. § Exod.
xx. 8,.9, 10, 31, . D
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cal  religion. It feems to
be defigned asa day of religious
and devout reft from the labors
and purfuits of the prefent world,
and of thapksgiving to God fof all
his favors, efpecially for the work
eof creation ; and as an expreflion
of faith in the gracious intimations
of God to his church, of a ftate
of holy reft and joy, in his eternal
kingdom, for ally the redeemed,
through the promifed MefBah.
With a view to the fame import-
ant obje&, was the inftitution of
the reft of the feventh nionth,
* (which was almoft wholly . confe-
crated to religious folemnities) as
alfo of the feventh year, and of the
great year of jubilee’ after the
completion of feven times feven
years. ~This lalt was a ftafon of
abundant reft and joy, and was
eminently typical of the gofpel fal-
vation, and that blefled reft, which
rérigins for the people of God,
i the hedvenly ftate. :
‘Indeed; the fabbath of the. fe-
venti day, and all the fabibatical
inftitutivns whith have been men-
tioned, together with' the" poffel-
flon of‘the land of Canaan, given
t8 the feed of Abraham as the
carthly, promifed rcft, were ul-
timately defigned fotthe famie end.
Asit pleafed God, through all
ages after the apofticy of man, to
intimate his dcfigins of niercy to
finners tHrougha divifte Redcemer,
foretold in prophecy, as “ the feed
of the woman, and as the feed of
Abraham—of the tribe of Judah,

and of the family of Dggd ;7 fo
the old teftament aﬂ'& with
predicions and repre ons of
a new and more glorious ftate of
things, which fhould fucceed his
appearance in our natureand world.
And the wark of redemption,
which he was to. accomplifh by his
obedience and death; isreprefented

28 the greatet of the works of
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God, manifefted to man, to whick
all his other works are fubordi-
nate.

This new ftate of things wasto
confift efpecially in a new fyftem of
rules and ordinances, refpeting
the worfhip of God, from which
(as alfo from other fources of are
gument) it appears that the inti-
tutions and crdinagges of worfhip
in the old teﬂamenﬁd efpecial-
ly in the Mofaic fyftem, were not
generally defigned to be perpetualy
in the clurch of God onearth ;
but, to be typical of that mew
flate of things juft mentioned, and
introduftory to it. So that weare
to viewthewhole Mofaic ceconomy
asafhadow of good things tocome, of
whichthe bady is Chrift and Chirif-
tianity, or she inftitutions of "the
gofpel.* ' ‘

This grest-and general-change,
in the- ordinances of religion, by
no means implies:ary: alteration in
the natare and obje® of divine
worhip on of religion in general,
but 6nly in the mode of exempli-
fying that religion. And asmight
be expelted, the fubftance is more
perfe@ than the fhadow, or there
is an advance from the imperfc&
ftate of things, under the old tefs
taihent, before the incarmation of
the Mefhab, to a moreperfédt (tato
under his reign,. in-the days of the
gofpel.:

Thus, inflead. of the natural
feed-of Abraham, and the earthly
Canaan, there are his fpiritual feed;
and the Jerufalem which is above.
For the priefthood, and the blood
of flain beafts offered in facrifice,
we have the Lord Jefus Chrift,
with his eternal priefthood, and
the offering of. himfelf unto God,
in the fhedding of his-own:blood;-
which alone is fufficient to takea-
L]

* See Colofl. & 17. Heb, viii.§. asd
X. X. ¢t paffim
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way fin.

.applyto all other ordipances of the
.ancient difpenfation, when contraft
ted with the new.

From the analogy of divine dif-
penfations, -we fhould be led to
Jock for.a change of the day of fa-
cred reft, that in future it might
celebrate the work of redemption,
by the confecration of the day in
.which God refted from that work,

which was the great gbjet of cre- |

ation, and to which that, and all
‘'his other works are evidently fub-
ordinate. But we mull. not 3ffe&®
.10 be wife beyond what is written
in the holy feriptres.
_ Legusthen inquire whetherthere
Js any%vidence fromtheprophecies
,of the old teftament, that there
. fhould be a change of the Sabbath
,atthe commencement of the gof-
.pel difpenfation., Inthis examina-
tion—we fhall attend to two fcxip-
..ture paffages only. S
Inthe firft of them we find thefe
wwords, * This is the day which
.the Lord hath made, we will re-
~ "Joice and be glad in it.”* That
~a great part of the.pfalm from
which thefe words are taken, re-
fpeds the Mefliah, appearsnot on-
ly from the fubjedt-matter, but,
from its application to him in yari-
;ous paffages in the newteftament.t
This is particularly evidentconcern-
ing the words quoted, and thofe
which immediately precede and
follow them. That the refurrec-
tion and exaltation .of Chrifl is the
fubje&, appears from the words, in
their connedion ; that the dayof
his refurre@ionisreferredto follows
of courfe. So that thefe words
are dire@tly to the pugpofg of the
prefent argument. For if the
Lord hath made this day, in any
fenfe different from that in which

* Pfalm cxviii. 24. + Matth, xxi. 43.

A&siv. 11. 1 Pcterii 4.

On theEhriffian Sabbath.
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he makes all dgys, it muft undoubt-
edly mean that he has confecrated
it for the ufe to which the infpired
writer fays it fhall beapplied ; even
to rejoice afid be glad, or to kc&)
itas a day of facred re(t and thank{-
giving for the great work of re-
demption—from which Jefusrelted
on this day, by his refurre&ion ;
as God refted on the feventh day
from the work of the firlt creation.
The paflage may therefore be juftly
confidered as a direct predition of
the change of the fabbath ; or that
the firlt day of .the week fhould be
celebrated in the Chriftian church
as a fabbath in grateful commemo-
ration of .the refurre&jpn of our
Lord Jefus Chrift.

The qther prophctic fcripture,
from the old teftamgnt, which in-
vites our attdntion, is in -the fol-
lowing words, viz. )

¢ Behold I create new heayens
and anew earth and the former
{hall not be remembered,nor ceme
into mind. But be you glad and
rejoige forever in that. which I cre-
ate: forbehold I create Jerufa-
lem a rejoicing and her people a
joy-* Thenew heavens and the
new earth import the new creation,
and are defigned to reprefent the
effeéts of the work of redempsion,
in the ftateof the redeemed church,
from the incarnation of the S;-
viour to the final confummation in
the heavenly reft.+ That the old
heavens and earth fhall not be re-
membered or come into mind can
mean nothing more than that they
fhall not be celebrated by the ftand-
ing mcngagial - of the feventh day
fabbath, which was the only way
in which the old creation cver had
been flatedly celebrated. There-
ligious rejoicing predited in the
latter claufe of the text on account

* Ifaish Ixv. 17, 18. 4 See ifaiah
Izviy 22. 3 Peter iii. 13. Rev. xxi. 1.

A2 )
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of the new creatién imports that it
fhall be celebrated in like manner,
as was the old cregtion, previous
- to the ingpoeduction of the new.
"Thertfare as that way celebrated by
aholy reft and thankfgiving, on
‘the dayin which God refted from
-his work ; ‘even fo the new crea-
ation or the wark of redemption,
fhall be celebrated by a ftated holy
reft and thankfgiving, on the day
in which he refted from this, or in
Which Jefus Chrift tofe fram the
-dedd.

‘We now proceed to make the
‘following obdervatians, viz.

1. Our Lord Jefus Chrift rofe
from the dead, on the firft day of
the week. This is exprefsly affer-
ted by the Evangelifts, in their re-
. fpe&tive hiftories of their divine
‘mafter ; and is confirmed by the
account of the precantion taken by
‘the Jews to prévent any dgomb;c
Fraud or collufion in the cafe.

Jefus was cricified on the day-
preceding the Jewith fzbbath, He
expired about thrée 6’¢lock in the
-#ftérnoon, and was laid in the fep-
tulchre, joft before the fitting of
the fun, that the Jewith -fabbath,
-whieh comirfienced at funfet, might
. notbe infringed. This was there-

fore the fixth day of the week.
Jefus had predi@ed his refurre&ion
on the third day after his death
which would be the firft day of the
week, the Jews therefore took no
care of the body till the commence-
ment of the third day, at which
time they went to the Roman gov-
ernor and, referring to ‘this predic-
thon of Jefus, requeftelli® guard of
foldiers to watch the fepulchre
* till the third daythould be paft.”
This was obtaimed, the fepulchre
was made fure, and the guard pla-
ced. Butall that care was vain as
to preventing therefurrection of the |
LordJefus.  Earlyin the morn-
ing of the third day, be was alive

On ihe Chriffian Subbath.
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from the dead. Thusby all this
precaution of the Jews, We have
thé refurre&ion of our Lord ftill
more confirmed, and the day of it
fully afcertained. '

‘We therefore infer, with abund-
ant cértainty, that this is the day
predicied by the Plalmift, in which
Chriftians fheuld réjoice i their
king and Savietir, and celebrate the

-pratfes of redeeming grace, by a

ftated obfervation of it; inftead of
the feventh day; as prédicted by
e sppeas from th gofpel hifto-
t appears c ¢
1y, tﬁazl:t:PFour Lord appearéd to his
difciples on the day of his refur-
re&ion, and afterward on the firft
day of the week,*—that on this
day the difciples met together to
break bread,} that it was diftn.
guifhed among thém by the nathe
of the Lord’s day ; and that on
this-d¥y the -Lokd Jefus rirade his
celebrated vifit to his beloved' difci-
ple, fuffering for his mame i the
#fle of Patmos in which he reveal-
#d to hify the gréat évents rélatirg”
t6 the redéemed charch till the end
of - the world.] ' :
The general obfervation of the
firft day of the week as the Chril-
tian fabbath,in theprimitive church,
in the ages next fucceeding that of
the Apoftles, is confirmed by the
earlieftwriters, whofe works have
reached ogr time, and who had oc-
cafion to {peak on this fubje&.
Now had it-not been 4 ufa
vinely inflituted - and pra
the Apoftles, #d other infpired
faen, it s utterly incomceivable
how it fhould have obtzined fo ear-
ly in the Chrifian ‘church,” and
with fo few diffenting voices, con-
fidering the f{trong attachment of
the Jewith converts to the ancient.
rites of their church. ~ Bat itis

di-

* John tx.1—19—326. } A@s xx.'7.
{ Rev.i. 10 S ’
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tfelly &ify to accofint from the

Ef;cuﬁ pees jult named; for the
remaining ataéhment of fome pro-
fefing Chriftians; to the Jewifh
fabbath. '

- .The preceding ftatement of the
argiimients i favor of the celebra-
tion of the firft ddy-of the week,
-as the Chtiftian fabbath; it is pre-

-fumed will b fatisfactaty.

- Jt deeply concerns us that we
celebrate this bleffed day, agreea-
bly to its inflitution and defign.
Much has béen written by tielearn-
ed and pious on this fubject; which
we Gught diligemly to perufe dnd

‘reducé to pra@tice.’

~ The would however cath-

eftly reesintnend 16 his Chtiftian
feddes, to refeinber that this blef-
Aed day iS o be eelebrited, ks 3

- -thankful memorial of the fefur-
Yeltion of out divine Saviours
-4hd tonfequently of his Whole -
-dlatoial werk, for the flvation
‘of fithers, and & it then pofible
<that ‘'we fhould fail to écefebrate
-n the worfhip, and 16 the praifes
7of 1t who -loted wsand ‘wathed

us Froit Dur fins in his bWwh bleod 1
: « PHILANDER,

An addrefs to thafe who in the late beg

revivalof religion bave been bro’t
into the kingdom of Chrift, on
the difcouragements of Chrifiians.

IT is common that people, when
firft reconciled to God, have
warm affe&ions, and fach joys as
-arife frem their firft efpoufals.  Sa-,
tan i3 {0 chained, that for afeafom,,
he can give them little diftur--
‘bance. Their moming is a morn-.
+ng without clouds, and they proi-
ife -themfelves perpetual funthire.
-Much of this extafy arifes from the
newnefs of their difcoverics. I
remember I once read of 2 man
born blind. After he arrived Yo
maturity, his films were Yaken off

-m:&'&ﬁm&gﬁ%ﬁ# Givifitans.
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byafirgeon. The beautiés of crea-
tion rdthed at once upon his fight,
and tho’ he was much lefs able to
diftinfuifh obje@s and take the ben.
efit of his eyes than other men,
yet his extafy for a feafon was
dbove deferipuon : fo when one
has always been blind to the glory
of God, and the beauties of the
thoral world, it is reafonable to ex-
pe®, the firlt difcoveries of them
muft produce that admiration -and
rapture, which is pe'wliar to fuch
ﬁa!e‘?ns t!:io’ theifhv:éws are lefs dif-
undt, and their ility, depend-
en¢e and other Cmﬁtyhtiftm mﬁ?&'s
dre wore imperfe@.  In this fwa-
tioh fiey are fometimes ready to
triumph, as if the victory was al-
ready compleat, and they had noth-
ing w do, but rejoice thro® life.
But thefe expettations will not be
realized. The great apoftleto the
Gentites had tharp conflifts ; and
all who will live godly in Chrift
éfos, Thill fuffer petfecution. And
the moft part “need requires,
that they endure nrany tribulations.
“They hear more experienced Chrif-
tans tcH of darknefs, but tho’ the
hardly exped it, it comes upon
them. - Itis then difcouragements

. -

One fontce of difcouragement
¥s their own inconftaney. This,
the’ they are s confident as Peter,
they ‘will learn by painful experi-
ence, as foon as &:d, to tje’ach_
them their weaknefs and depend:
ance, leaves them a little to them-
felves. It is neceflary that God
thould effeGtually teach you this lefe
fon, @ you will hardly be taughe
it, but by briars and thorns. Yoy
“will then fay, that you little expedts
ed to fiad yourfelves fo inconftant,
that you had ho idea there werc
fuch fad remains of unbelief and
wickednefs in your hearts, and ef-
. - had ftrength
produce fuch diforders and deplo-





