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A public speaker, in many cases, has good reason fo
helieve that nearly all his sudience > will agree wi ith him g
he sentiments which he intends 1o inculeats. He may then
-advance directly and areei_}? to the discussion. i is aﬂa?&;%
m some degree painful when he thinks 2 %arge yroportion of
nis audience is strongiy eaa}msm to the doctrines which he
is about 1o enforce. That thisis so in relation to the subjest
of the present address, is ahqg sther prx}baulb, The {]'ih,.:»iekx.u-
of slavery. as you ali know, nas of late d{lﬁ}}n]jag and even
fearfuily, :mu d the public mind, to an extent not hereto-
re knowa on any toplc that has awai&encu general interest.
ement has been the ardor of those who have arranged
t]ek%eheu on opposite sides in this conwroversy. On the
ve side the cavse has been managed by an appeal to argo-
et only;—on the other the resort has been (’mc;}y
@ most vituperative de mmf:;mmm to the sotinding of the
wesin of alarm, to the ery of incendiary and -_n.nc.ii«::, and
20 hruc‘-* viclence.

Hut, ﬁ’ﬁ?.'i’.ﬂ??l the opinio ons which any in this audience
muy have formed in this exciting business, or however the;
way e opposed to what shall be uttered U}I.‘s evening, 'E
m;uu zzu‘l. um'eas:{-mahle for the qpeaw* to invoke your i
Lu;f"ﬁuﬁ and to ask a paticn* and t:*lrvejuﬂmed attention to
reasonings in behalf of what he believes to be trath, and cal-
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large. He may be in error.  But he will give utterance to
no seniiment or m'm:m*ﬂw which, zfter long investigation,
he d does not fully believ to De correct, and for whwh he
thinke there is irr Errﬁﬂ*&’r}] t:::.:uuﬂﬂ And if there should
be as error, as it will 'ean o the side of liberty, he may
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justly expert that in this land of boasted freedom it wiii be
regarded with leniency by those who have so long enjoyed
and delighted in the éxercise of the rights of freemen. The
speaker is, indeed, a stranger to most of you, but he trusts
none have any ground to suppose that he would desire to
lead any of you into error, or to awaken in your besoms any
emotion discordant with righteousness, or hostile to the good
of our common, country. 'On one point, at Ieast, it may be

‘presumed we are all agreed—a wish to know and to act

upon what is the truth in relation to the question of slavery,

- as it exists at present in these United States.

All the opinions which are ‘held on this subject, may be
reduced to four classes: . | |

I. That sla irery is neither a sin against God, nor contrary
to the rights of man.

II. That it is a sin against God, and adverse 1o human
rights, but that it should not be removed otherwise than
ﬂraduallv |

I That it is a sin which must be continued, afcnmpa-
nied with attempts to ameliorate the condition of the slave.

~ IV. That it is both a natural and moral evil, and ought.

to be abandoned immediately

I. As to the first of these, it is not'many years since
srarcelv any one could be found who pmfessed to maintain
that negro slavery is justifiable, either by any law of God,

or by any righteous law of man. A little more than twenty

years ago, the speaker travelled extensively through the
slave-holding States, and almost everywhere mtmduced this
topic into_conversation with the slave-holding planters, all
or very neariy all of whom he found ready promptly to ad-
mit that it was an aggravated moral and political evil, that

. 1ts existence was deeply to be regretted, and that it must, at

some futare period, produce the most disastrous results. At
that time these viéws may be aflirmed to have beer univer-

~sal in the free States. The writings of Mr. Jefferson and

others i in the South, strongly dennuncmﬂ* it as an evil, fur-
mshed an index to popular Southern ct.nhment in relation to

its iniquity. The published opinions of Franklin, Peters, and
himae 2 A ablata dalvmn fe b Favmnnsina ~F Monminoian
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Societies, were fully in accordance with the sentiments of
all the northern States. Leading men in various denomina-
tions of professing Christians harmonized with these views
of hoth Northern and Southern stiatesmen. Slavery was en-
tirely  abolished by the Reformed Presbyterian Church
about the begmnmg of the present' century. In the first

dixs.library.cornell.edu/cgi/t/text/pageviewer-idx?c=mayantislavery;idno=06837109;view=image;seq=2;cc=mayantislavery;page=root;size=100;print=1 2/2



11/14/2019 Address, on the subject of African slavery : delivered in Fayetteville, September 14, 1837

To print this page, select "Print" from the File menu of your browser
(3)

edition of the Presbyterian Lnnfessmn of Faith, testimony
was borne against it as an iniquitous practice. The framers
of the Methodist Book of Discipline denounced it as grossly
immoral.

But far other times have now come over us. Attempts
are made, not to palliate it as an evil of small magnitude,
but to vindicate it as a duty founded in the law of pature,
and ratified by the sanction of the holy scriptures. States-
men, in the halls of legislation, have become its cpen and
avowed advocates. Churchmen, in ecclesiastical courts,
met in the name of the Church’s Head, have assisted in
maintaining its claims to be considered just, and denounced
opposition tD it as uncharitable, unrighteous, and incendiary.
The pulpit has entered into the advocacy of its claims to
the favor both of God and man. In the Church many ho-
norable and noble exceptions there are, of ministers of the
gospel, and of ecclesiastical bodies, that with enlightened
zeal magnanimously stand forth in vindication of the rights
of the oppreswd against the denunciations of men in hlﬂ"h
places, and against the ungovernable fury of tumultuous
rioters,

Though there has been a variety of opinion among the
apologists and advocates of slavery, yet it is evident that ail
these are becoming merged in une——tkat it is no sin! In-
deed, they must all come to this, for it is too manifestly ab-
surd to plead for even a day’s continvance of what isan ac-
knowledged violation of the immutable law of Heaven, even
when that violation is sanctioned by the authority of human
legislation.

To prove that it is no sm, its advocates resort to the ex-
ample ‘of Abraham, who, they say, held slaves with the di-
vine approbation. A little reflection, however, will satisfv
us, that that distinguished patriarch was no slave-holder.—
When the confederate kings of the east invaded the west
of Asia, sacked Sodom and Gomm rah, and took Lot, Abra-
ham’s brother’s son, Abraham armed his trained servants,
born in his own house, three hundred and eighteen, and pur-
sued them unto Dan, acd divided himself agamqt them, he

mmd hia cmcccmimtbe oo wloibhie mcid o nbn sl minn R . 4 Y P
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these trained servants could have been slaves. There were
three hundred and eighteen men able to bear arms, who, to-
gether with the aged, the women and chlidren, must have
amounted to at least two thousand persons in Abraham’s
!amllv, and are called his servants. So large a body of peo-

ple possessed by Abraham, could not have been held in in-
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voluntary bondage by one man, in a strange land. They
were of necessity dispersed over a large tract of country. in’

tending. ‘his numerous flocks. They were besides armed
and trained for war. What power had he to foree them to
.remain in his service? Evidently none at all. "They had
power at any time, especially when embodied and armed
~for: this: expedition, not only to emancipate themselves, but to

seize-or kill Abraham, and to possess themselves of all his.pro-
peity. ‘They were not slaves, for they liad a right to hold pos-
sessions for themselves. Aner, Eschol, and Mamre were the
leaders of these trained ‘bands, and Abraham says, ‘“let them

take their portion.” Gen. xiv. 24. Besides, we hear no more

of these servants after Abraham’s death: Isaac did not in-

" herit them, nor did they or their descendants go down with

Jacob into the land of Egypt.
The relation in which Abraham’s servants stood to him
in proof: Had Abraham died without children, his property

~ wotuld have been inherited by ¢ this Damascene,” an old

servant. “ And Abraham said, Lord God, what wilt thou
give me, seeing I go childless, and the steward of my house
is this Eleazer of Damascus 7T And Abraham said, behold to

. me thou hast given no seed : and one born in mine house is
. mine heir.” Could any thing be more adverse to the condi-
" tion of slavery, ag it exists in this country, than that, when
. the master dies without offspring, his slaves should inherit

his estate? This ancient servant, too, had the management
of all the possessions of the patriarch. “ And Abraham said

~ to his eldest servant of his house, that ruled over all that he

had,” &c. ¢ And the servant took ten camels of the camels
of his master, and departed ; for all the goods of his master
were in his hand.” Gen. xxiv. 2 and 24. W ith these camels,
and with jewels of silver and jewels of gold, and raiment, he
sent him to the distance of several hundred miles; on the
highly important mission of choosing a wife for his son
Iaae. from amone the danchters of a foreion nation. What
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slave-holder in our country has ever committed so much
nfoperty and so important a negociation to any slave '—
“What slave-masier makes his slaves rule over all that he
has T Which of them would send a slave alone with his
carriage and horses, and ample treasures of jewelry, even
into our own northern States, giving him in charge to select
a wife, according to his own judgment, for his only son and
heir? Whatever Eleazer was, he was clearly not Abru-
haw’s slave. Indeed, there is no word in the Hebrew lan-

guage to designate a slave as distinguished from a servant;
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piainly, because the condition of slavery was unknown |

among the Hebrews.

But what was the relation between Abraham and his ser- '
vants? Nothing either more or less than that he was their

patron, and that they were his clients. This relation existed

among most of the oriental nations of antiquity ; and was
constituted by the clients putting themselves voluntarily un- ;|
der the protection of the patron, and his voluntarily accept-
ing of them as his dependents. They were moved to'seek

his protection because he was opulent and powerful, while
they were poor and defenceless. The relation existed among
the ancient Romans, one class of whom are called patroni,
patrons, another clientes, clients. These poor dependents
labored for stipulated wages, and were styled necessitudi-
nes, the intimate and necessary friends of the patron.

Again, the law of servants recorded Lev. xxv. 44—486, is

quoted in justification of modern slavery. ¢ Both thy bond-

men and bondmaids which thou shalt have, shall be of the
heathen that are round about you; of them shall ye buy
bondmen and bondmaids. Moreover, the children of the
strangers that do sojourn among you, of them shall ye buy,
and of their families that are with yvou, which they begat in
your land, and they shall be your possession. And ye shall
take them as your inheritance for your children after you to
inherit them for a possession ; they shall be your bondmen
forever: but over your brethren, the children of Israel, ye
shall not rule over one another with rigour.” Were it true
that this passage, according to-its just Interpretatmn, grant-
ed to the Jews special privileges, as a nation distinct from
all other commonwealths, still this grant could not be claim-
ed by any nation under the gospel dispensation as peculiar
to itself. All distinctions of special national privileges, are
abolished since the resurrection of Christ: “God hath made
of one blood all nations for to dwell on all the face of the
earth.” Acts xvii. 26. ¢ Christ hath broken down the mid-
dle wall of partition.” Eph. ii. 14. When the Apostle Peter
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was about to be sent by the Holy Spirit on a mission to
Cornelius, the Roman centurion, he was taught by a vision
from heaven, that all special prerogatives, which for ages
the Jews had enjoyed over the Gentiles; had entirely ceased.
He says : “ But God hath showed me that I should not call
any man common or unclean.” Acts x. 28. So no one na-
tion may now claim any superiority of right over any other
nation. None can now claim the grant of making bondmen
or bondmaids of the heathen that are round about them, or
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. of the children of the strangers that do sojourn among them.
" In respect of national privileges, all nations are of one blood,
- aH are brethren, and the citizens of one commonwealth may
~ pot rule over those of another with rigour. If this text
- sanctions negro slavery, as it now exists, it will also justify
' seizing by violence the unoffending citizens of any other na-
. tion on the earth, provided we possess the power to perpe-
" trate these acts of violence. 'There is no mention made
- here of any African nation, as distinguished from all others.
Hence, according to this view of the text, the Americans

may attack, without provocation, the Indian nations, the

: South Americans, the Canadians, the West India Islands,

the British, the Hollanders, the F'rench, the Spaniards, and
the Germans, by-the divine authority given in this passage.
By the same right, too, all the nations have a warrant to
reduce us to the condition of slaves. Can any Bible believer
assent to all this? He must assent to it all, if he believes

" that the text sanctions the enslaving of the African negro.
But it is utterly untrue, that this statute could ever even

countenance violence so lawless. No warrant for such deeds
of violence was ever or could ever be granted of God to
his peculiar people. “If a stranger sojourn with thee in your
land, ye shall not vex [or, as it is in the margin, oppress]
him.  But the stranger that dwelleth with you, shall be un-
to you as one born amongst you, and thou shalt love him
as thyself” Lev. xix. 33, 34. < Thou shalt neither vex a
stranger nor oppress him: for ye were strangers in the land
of Egypt.” Exod. xxii. 21. By the former text the Israelites
were prohibited from oppressing any one of another nation
who resided within their territory—there is no exception.
By slavery, as now practised in this country, every slave is

"vexed ; for it is a vexation for any man to be deprived of

his liberty. By the latter text they were prohibited uni-
versally from harrassing any strapger, or oppressing him,
whether dwelling in their land, or residing in any other
kingdom. The argument enforcing the precept in both

- cases, is, that they knew by experience how distressing the

condition of slavery is, for they themselves had been oppres-
sed when strangers in the land of Egvpt. And yet, in the
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face of all these texts, and many others of similar import,
the apologists for slavery would attempt to persuade usthat
_the grant to make bondmen and bondmaids of the nations
“bordering upon the land of Israel, justified all that outrage
"and violence so clearly and directly forbidden by many
other statutes in the Israelitish code.
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If they are right, then the people of Chambersburg might,
according to this law of God, arm themselves, attack by
night, plunder and burn this village of Fayetteville, murder
part of its inhabitants, enslave the remainder and their chil-
dren forever, and yet be guilty of no crime against God or

“man. They have evidently as much right, both by the law

nature and by the moral law recorded in the scriptures, to
do all this, as the Americans to assail African villages, plun-
der, seize, and enslave the unoffending inhabitants. Were
the people of Chambersburg to commit so gross an outrage,
the whole land, yes, the whole civilized world would resound
with the deepest tones of righteous indignation. They would
in vain plead, that the municipal regulations of their village
and their domestic institutions warranted their holding you
in perpetual bondage. How preposterous would it be to ery
out incendiary against any man or body of men, who pre-

sumed to ufter any thing condemnatory of such iniquity !—
Who would listen to their exclamations against any Ameri-
can, or even European, who would call in question their
right to retain their property in you as their slaves? The
whole nation, the whole world would unanimously interfere,
and denounce their violence and injustice without regard to
their domestic institutions. What doctor of divinity would
have the hardihood to plead in the pulpit, or any where, for
the legitimacy of their title to hold property in you as their
slaves? What man, much more what minister of the gos-
pel, would plead the Bible to justify them, and quote this or
any other text to prove that they had a right forever to re-
tain you as their bondmen? Wou]d you, would any rea-
sonable man, much less would any Bible believer listen for
a moment to such an indignity, offered under pretence of
argument, to the inalienable rights of man, to common
sense, and to the holy scriptures? Yet men, and even mi-
nisters of religion, do all this to justify outrages of the same
nature, but incomparably more aggravated, because com-
mitted an a much lareer scale. more svstem atized. and of
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much longer continnance. If the text jugtiﬁes negro slavery,
the American revolution was wrong in principle, and direct-
ly opposed to thislaw of Heaven. The British government
would then not only have had a right to hold the colonies in
subjection and tax them, but even to have gone much far-
ther, and reduced all the colonies to a state of perpetual sla-
very. They could not have had a right to do all this, and
we at the same time a right to resist them, even in attempts
to reduce us to personal bondage. Opposition to their au-
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thority would have been rebellion against the power of God,

vesting in them a right to enslave us.

In order to understand the import of this text, we must

recur to the several modes in which men may be reduced
to the condision of servants.
. 1. By a voluntary engagement to labor in the service of
others for stipulated wages, either for a short time or for
life. To this mode may be referred the act of parents in
placing their children, by indenture, in the state of appren-
ticeship, until they arrive at the years of majority.

2. When, by becoming involved in debt, men are sold, or
rather their time and labor disposed of by public authority,
at the suit of the creditor, for the liquidation of the debt.—
This was done by the divine law in Israel. Butby thatlaw
this measure could not be resorted to until a trial had been
made of their capacity to provide for themselves by furnish-
ing them with money, without interest, to pay their debts.
If they were still found incompetent to provide for them-
selves without becoming indebted, they were then sold for
the interest of the creditor. « If thy brother be waxen poor,
and fallen into decay with thee, then thou shalt relieve him:
yea, though he be a stranger or a sojourner: that he may
live with thee. Take thou no usury of him, or increase ; but
fear thy God; that thy brother may live with thee. I am
the Lord your God, which brought you forth out of the land
of Egypt, to give you the land of Canaan, and to be your
God. And if thy brother that dwelleth by thee be waxen

‘poor, and be sold unto thee, thon shalt not compel him to

serve as a bond-servant.” Even when thus sold, he could
not be made to serve more than six years; and when libe-
rated at the commencement of the Sabbatical year, his mas-
ter, whom he had served, was bound to set him up again
ccomfortably in the world. ¢ And if thy brother, a Hebrew
‘man or a Hebrew woman, be sold unto thee, and serve thee
six years, then the seventh year thou shalt let him go free
f:'um thee. And when thou sendest him away from the.e:g.

. M~
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thou shalt not let mm go away emply: thou shall lurnish
him liberally out of thy flock, and out of thy floor, and out
of thy wine-press: of that wherewith the Lord thy God hath
blessed thee, thou shalt give unto him.” For these remark-
ably benevolent provisions on behalf of the poor, see Lev.
xxv. 35—39, and Deut. xv. 12—14,

3. Men are reduced to the condition of servitude, as &
punishment for crimes which they have committed against
the Commonwealth. Of this we have an example In the
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case of the Gibeonites. * Let them be hewers of wood and
drawers of water unto all the congregation, as the princes
had promised them. And Joshua called for them, and he
spake unto them saying, wherefore have ye beguiled us, say-
ing we are very far from you, when ve dwell among us'
Now, therefore, ye are cursed; and there shall none of you
be freed from being bondmen, and hewers of wood and
drawers of water for the House of my God.” Exeod. ix. 21—
23. Of this mode of reducing men to service we have an
example in those who are condemned to hard labor in our
work-houses as a punishment for crime. To this mode may
be referred the placing of men in the condition of servitude
when they are made prisoners of war, who, some think, may
be made to serve at hard labor, by the state on which they
have made a wanton aggression, until it is remunerated for
iosses sustained in the war. However this may be, it s cer-
tain the policy of reducing prisoners of war to the condition
of servitude has been long abolished by the mild and bene-
volent spirit of Christianity.

4. Men are made slaves by wantonly attacking and
unjustly enslaving the citizens of unoffending nations—
This, by the consent of all, and by a law of the United States,
declaring it piracy, is the iniquitous mode in which the chii-
dren of Africa have been subjected fo bondage.

Besides these four modes of putting men into the condition
of servitude, we know of no other; of none other can we at
present conceive. The first three have always been held
to be consistent with the good order of society, with the
rights of man regulated by the law of God, and have been
practiced, in a greater or less degree, in most ancient and mo-
dern nations. In these ways the great mass of those whe
have been held to service among the nations, have been
brought into the condition of servitude. All those who labor
for others, in whichever of these four ways they have been
so made to labor, are called by the general name of ser-
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| far the most common in which the relation of master and
' servant is constituted, why should that one which is con-
fessedly unjust be thought to be the only one referred to in
the passage quoted, from Lev. xxv.? The text itself gives
no countenance to such an interpretation. The word trans-
lated bondmen, in the 44th verse, signifies, in its original im-
nort, laborers, and is usually translated servant. It issc
rendered in the 42d and 55th verses of this chapter, as ap-
plied fo the children of Israel, who are called God’s ser-
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vants, “For they are my servants which I brought forth
out of the land of Egypt For unto me the children of Is-
rael are servants ; for they are my servants whom I brought
forth out of the land of Egypt.” They are said, indeed, to
be bought of the heathen that were round about them, and
of the “children of strangers that sojourned among them..
Abraham, also, is said to have 2 bought with his money ser- |
vants of the stranger.” Gen. xvii. 12 and 23. The Hebrew
word translated b{:rucrht properly signifies to procure, whe-
ther by purchase or otherwise. It is true, that when Abra- |
ham procured servants or clients from the Canaanitish mas-
ter or patron, he paid a sum of money for the servants.—
While service to their patron was by voluntary contract, it
was at the same time profitable to him and would be so to
Abraham. When the service was transferred, the advan-
tages accruing to their former master rendered it just that
he should be remunerated for the loss of them by the new
master, who, for the future, was to be pmﬁled by them.— |
The buying mentioned in Leviticus must have been of a si- |
milar character. In whatever way they who were thus |
bought of the surrounding nations became bondmen or ser-
vants, we are sure it must have been righteous, otherwise
the claim would never have been sanctioned by the divine
tegislator.

Again, when it is said they shall be your bondmen forever,
the phrase forever cannot mean that the service of any one
person should continue without end, for it would end with |
his death. It can only mean that their servants should be of
the strangers that were round about them until the termina-
tion of the Jewish commonwealth. Until that time, their
servants, procured of strangers, might have more labor ex-
acted of them than the Israelitish servants, whom they were
commanded to treat with greater leniency. All the pecu-
tiar privileges and prerogatives of the Jewish nation on
which these distinctions are founded, are abolished under the
New Testament dispensation; and the citizens of all nations
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commanded to treat their brethren. The command is now
binding upon all, “ye shall not rule over one another with
rigour.” But even while these national distinctions existed,
an Israelite was not permltted to reduce to bondage, or to
hold in bondage a citizen of any nation made a bondman by

the commission of an outrage upon human rights. The pro-
hibition is express and full. * He that stealeth a man and
sclleth him, or if he be found in his hand he shall surely be
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put to death.” This precept is not li ke that in Deuterono-
my xxiv. 7, limited to the stealing or selling of an Israelite.
It is absolutely prohibitory, and is extended to the stealing
or selling of any human being. - Were it even confined, by

some restriction in the statute, to lsraelitish. eitizens, stlll
from the nature of the deed prohibited, it must, by fair in-
ference, be extended to all nations. How preposterous would
it be to understand the text as meaning : he shall be capital-
Iy punished who stealeth and selleth an Israelite, or holdeth
him, when stolen, in bondage; but he that stealeth or
selleth one of another nation, shall be held guiltless.—
This would be to charge the divine law with sanctioning
unjust violence in its grossest and most revolting forms. It
would be the same, in effect, as if the Cnngress of the Uni-
ted States would pass an-act ordaining the capital punish-
ment of him who would steal, sell, or hold in slavery an
American, and, at the same time; authorize the stealing,
selling and enslaving of the citizens of all other nations—
The whole world would unite in the loud and indignant con-

~ demnation of a statute so palpably iniquitous. No nation,

indeed, civilized or savage, has adventured upon the enact-
ment of a law so evidently most unjust. The law of nature

has exerted over the consciences of men such force as to
restrain them from even proposing the enactment of such a.

statute. Yet men, in their eagerness to justify oppressmm
charge such injustice upon the divine legislator.

In order to make the law of Leviticus in respect to servi-
tude, an argument available in justification of negro slavery,
it must be so interpreted as to endow this commonwealth
with a right to steal and enslave forever the citizens of all
other natmns, and also all other nations with a right to en-
slave its citizens. What honest man will give place for a
moment to so unholy an interpretation of a divine statute?
But some one will perhaps say, this privilege is' granted to
the Church, for what absurdity is too flagrant to be admit-
ted by those who have zealously embarked in defence ot
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iniquity 7 If the text endows the Church with such a right,
then her members, if they have the power, may stea! or vio-
lently seize and enslave every man, woman, and child who
is not a professor of religion. But the command in Exodus
not to steal, sell, or hold in bondage any man, sets aside, in
direct terms, all such unhallowed misinterpretations of the
law of God. This law we know remains in full force un-
der the New Testament dispenstation, applicable, of course.
‘toallnations. The Apostle Paul, in writing to- Timothy,

¥
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says; that “the-law-is made—for men-stealers-——according
to the glorious -gospel of the blessed God, which was cem-
mitted to-my -trust.” The law respecting men-stealers, re-
corded Exod. xxvi., is. the only one. on this subject in the
Old Testament. To it, evidently, the Apostle refers in the
text just quoted from 1 Tim. ix.'9~=I1.. 1t remains inforce,
therefore, under the dispensation ‘of the glorious . gospel
which Paul preached.  Hence, they. who steal-and sell a
man, or-hold in bondage one who is stolen, vinlate the an-
cient statute, and -oppose themselves to the glorious gospel.
By stealing or selling any man,the ancient Israelite violated
the same law, and, therefore, when procuring bondmen from
the nations that were round about him, according to the
divine grant, it-could not have been done by theft and pira-

¢y, as Africans are enslaved. -

A grant to make or procure slaves, in the fourth of the
modes enumerated above, ‘or to enslave men in the way in

which Africans arc now reduced to bondage, would be equi-

valent to the abrogation of the whole second table of the de-
calogue. In the cendition of slavery, as now practised, the
children of slaves are not considered as the property of their
parents, but of the slave-masters, Their obedience is not to
be rendered to their fathers and mothors, but to the will of
another. The authority of the master is.not transferred to
him by the parents, but is founded in mere brute force, In
the apprenticeship of minors, the right of the master to rule
over the apprentice, is a grant from the natural parents, who
have the power to transfer to him such authority. Parents,
in many of the slave-holding states, are prohibited, under
severe penalties, from teaching their children the first rudi-
ments of learning. Slave parents, having themselves no
property, can make no provision for furnishing their ehil-
dren with food and raiment, who are thus entirely depen-
dent on others, and not upon them. Seo that this and almost
every cther bond of connection between the parents and the

«child is severed by this kind of servitude.. Beside all this,

the sacredness of the marriage relation, which only can
bind firmly all domestic ties, is almost unknown ameng
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know who their parents are. The master and the father are
often the same person. Children, according to the institu-
tion of slavery, may be, and, as a matter of fact, are torn
from the embrace of their parents and sent to distant:parts.
of the land, never more to be seen or heard of by father or
mother. Thus all ‘the. household relations contemnlated in
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the fifth commandment, are broken up and given to the
winds.

By slaverv. murders are commiited to an enormous and
appalling extent. The bodies, the liberties, and the souls of
the Africuns are destroyed by millions. Mr. Matthew Carey,
an industrious collector of facts, in a pamphlet published
some years ago, in the city of Philadelphiu, has ascertained
that two hundred millions of Africans have perished through
slavery, by means of the wars which it has caused on the

coast of Africa, by the horrors of the middle passage, and-

by over-working and other cruelties on the slave plantations.
Their souls, too, are murdered, as they are shut out from
those temples where Christianity instrocts her children in the
way of salvation through a crucified Redeemer. They are
prohibited from meeting together on the Sabbath, or at other
times, to worship their Maker in the sanctuary, lest, when
met together for this purpose, they should have an. opportu-
nity . of consulting together, and devising schemes for their
liberation. In this manner, bv these cruel restrictions, no
doubt deemed necessary to perpetuate their bondage, they
are kept in a state of absolute paganism, and their souls
doomed to perdition, being destroyed for lack of knowledge.
Manacles, whips, and scourges everywhere proclaim the
murder of their liberties. If the sixth commandment can
be violated, if the shedding of eceans of innocent blood, if
the destruction of millions of souls is a violation of this pre-
cept, slavery perpetrates all this evil.

The seventh command:mnent is. shamelessly and most gross-
Iy violated in all the states where African slavery is known
to exist. The pollution is general, both among the masters
and among the slaves. On this lpathsome topic it is not ne-
nessary to enlarge—it is known by the whole world. Against
immediate emancipation it is often plead that it would lead
to an amalgamation of the black and white races. Nothing
is more false or unphilosophical. By setting the colored
people free, and giving them access to the lights of literary
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and practised armong them as a sacred institution. Among
the free colored people of the northern States intermar-
riages between the whites and blacks scarcely ever occur. |
Ia the slaveholding States, the process of amalgamating the
two races advances with gigauntic strides in all the loath-
someness of the most abominable illegitimacy.

The most aggravated kind of theft undoubtedly is the
stealing of a man-—a theft, as we have seen, punishable by
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the divine law with death. Is he who steals a horse or a
hat guilty of vmlatmg the eighth commandment, while ye’.
he who steals a man is innocent of the crime of theft? It is
this commandment which is violated by piracy. And the
" Congress of the United States has declared, by law, that he
who captures a man on the coast of Afrma, or sells him to
any' ship-master, or receives him on board any ship, or
transports him across the Atlantic, or sélls him on cur shores,
is a pirate, and shall suffer death. Bw this act, the govern-
ment of the'country has.declared, in the face of all nations,
that all slavery in this land nngmated in piratical outrage,
and that its authors are wnlth ‘of death. ‘It ’is true, they
. sapction, by law, the title to hn]d the property acquired by
this grossest kind of theft and violence. In so doing they are
chargeab]a with the same effrontery of injustice with the Se-
nate of Lacedamon, in the case of Phn&bldus, their general.
They sent that captain, in the command of an army, to wa
"war with the Clynthians.” When he arrived at the ¢ity of
Thebes, which was in confederacy with the Lacedamonians,
he and his troops were by treachery admitted into the cita-
del, and seized the city. When. this perfidious trarsaction
was represented to the General Assembly of Sparta, it con-
demned the conduet of the general, and degraded him from
office, but it centinoed to hold the city. "The perfidy of the
commander was condemned, while they did not scruple to
reap the iniquitous profits of his treachery. All the
_world, all history, have ‘united in the condemnation of this
unjust act of the Lacedamonians. Our country has done
the same thing, substantially, in condemning the slave-trade,
and still continuing to hold in bondage the victims of this
iniquitous traffic.  But still, the reiammg of the slaves in:
bondage as really as the act nf enslaving them, is a violation
of the eighth commandment: “ Or'if he be found in his hand,
' he shall surelv be put to death. Exod. xxi. 16. He who buys
a horse,-or retains him in his possession, knowing him to be
stolen, is held to be an accessary to the theft. ]%very man
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who'buys an African slave, cf holds him m bondage, knows
him to e stolen property, and that his right to him can be
-no mdre valid than that of the pirate who stole him away

from his:own land. o
" 'The trade is commenced and carried on, through all its
ramifications, under false pretences. The pirate sails under.
a false flag, he enters his slaves, on his bill of Iadmg, under
'the name of blocks of ebony, and so, by a systematic course
of deception, endeavors to elude the vigilance of the law of
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nations. isiaves are generally called liars. Eiow could it be
olherwise ¥ The relation in which they stand to their mas-
ters, their constant and vehement desire for liberty, and the
necessity of concealing this from their oppressors, tempt
them to cultivate, from their earliest years, habits of dissi-
mulation. They are nurtured and educated in a school of
falsehood. Again, the determination of the masters to hold
them in bondage, connected with a regard to their own re-
putation, prompts them and their apniomsts to the fabrica-
tion of false and fallacious arguments to appease their own
guilty consciences, and to Justlfy, or at least to palliate their
deeds of iniquity. Thus. slavery is generated in deception,
and a system of solemn lying in its Vindicﬂtion, 15 its legiu-
mate sequel.

That it violates the tenth commandmem 13 unquestionable.
'Ihat precept forbids the coveting of any thing that is our

ighbor’s ; whereas, slavery {'avets. and actually takes pos-
sessi(}n_nf all that is his. The q]ave-holder “pants for the
dust on the heads of the poor.” It covets his labor, his
house, his wife, his children, and even his person; and, ac-
tuated by this enormous cupidity, seizes and holds them all,
then wines its mouth and says I am clean.

These evils are not mt,relv incidental to slavery, and se-
parable from its existence. They either enter into its very
essence, or naturally flow from it as its appropriate results.
In our own country, in South America, and in the West
India Islands, slaverv has been chargeable with all these
evils as long as it has existed. From },car to year thev have
been increasing in enormity and ¢1ggravauom No sensible
man believes that they will cease to exist and to grow as
long as the cause which preduces these effects continues in
operatmn.

Now, can any man believe, who believes the holy sclrp—
tures as given bv the inspiration of (od, that these SCTip-
tures authorize a system like this? It is impossible. The
service to which the children of Israel were permitted 1o
hold persons of the nations who were round about them,
must have been entirely different from the slavery which
911515 among us. We are sure negro slavery nr;frmates n
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the Israelites originated in righteousness, otherwise it would
never have been sanctioned by ¢ the Judge of all the earth,
who will do right.”

~ But an attempt is made to press the New Testament, as
well as the old, into the service of the slave-holder, to aid
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h:m in 1he wnrk of oppression. A.tr mmphant vindication of
slavery is supposed to be contained in 1 Tim. vi. 1,2, “ Let
as many servants as are under the yoke count their own mas-
ters worthy of-all honor; that the name of God and his doc-
trine’ be not blasphemed : and they that have believing mas-
ters, let them not despise them because they are brethren,
but rather do them service.” This text is paraded with great
show of confidence by the friends of slavery, as if it settled
the whole question by Apostolical authority. Four things in
ihe passage are plead -as bearing on the controversy. -
1st.. Christian servants. are said to be “under the yoke.”
The term servants decides nothing in relation to the. ques-
tion; for, as we have shown before, there are three ways.
in which men may be legitimately reduced to the condition
of servitude. There is not a shadow of evidence that these
servants became such in the way in which Africans have
become slaves in our country, but, on-the contrary, good
reason to believe that they were held-to service by a, right-
eous tenore. It is true, that in the Roman empire many
were reduced to bondage vnrighteously. But why, without
any guud reason, should the'early Christians be charged
with participating in thisevil? The term servants, apphed
to those who.labored for them, 1s not sufficient ewdence, in-
deed it is no evidence at all against them. Christ is called
God’s servant: “ Behold my servant whom I-have chosen.”
- Matth. xii. 16. - Angels are called servants: “[am thy fel-
low servant.” Rev. xux. 10. The Apostles were called ser-
vants: “Paul, aservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an
Apostle.” Rom. i 1. In all these, and many similar cases,
the same Greek word is used which, in the passage from
Timothy is rendered servants. They are so called because
they voluntarily entered into the service of God. Nor does
it help the cause of oppression- that these servants are said
to he under the yoke. Christ says, *“take my yoke upon
you.” Matth. xi. 29.  The Apostles are: called * yoke-fel-
lows: « [ entreat thee also, true yoke-fellow.” Phil. iv. 3.—-
The term yoke-fellow is equivalent to the phrase fellow-
laborers, used in the latter clause of the verse : ¥ With Cle-
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in the book of life.” The phrase, ¢ under the yoke,” is alto-
gether equivalent to the phrases employed to express the re-
iation subsisting between the disciples ‘of Christ and their
master. This is a relation into which they beth voluntarily
‘enter. 'There is indeed-a yoke of bondage unrighteously
imposed on the necks of'men. This yoke all Christians are
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commanded to break: “Is not this the fast that I bave cho-
sen, to loose the bands of mckedness, to undo the heavi
burdens, and to'let the oppressed go free, and that ye brea
every yoke?” Isa. lviii. 6.

2d. These servants aré commanded to count their masters
« worthy of all honor.”  This’ honor is evidently to be ren-
dered to them because thmr station as .nasters is. more
elevated than that of the servants under them. = Those who
serve them are to do so; “ not: with eve serwce, as men-
pleasers, but in singleness of heart feariug God,” and « what-
ever they dn, to do it heartily as to the Lurd and not to-
men.” Col. iii. 22—28. This obedience and honor are due
from the servants to the masters, because the latter are |
clothed with God’s authority, constituting this domestic rela- |
tion, and endowing them with a right to rule. But if the
relation between these servants and masters had originated
in theft, robbery, and violence, as American slavery does,
God could not have been its author. He could not be said
to have given to the masters a right of property in the per-
sons or labor of the servants, any more than he could be.
said to give a thief a right to the horse which he has stolen. \i_

8d. These masters are said to be “believers and breth- |
ren.” From this it is inferred that slave-holders, such as
those of our own cuuntry and times, were admitted, without |
rebuke or reproof, to enjoy the privileges of membership in
the Church of Christ. The argument from this clause pro-
ceeds on the unwarrantable assumption, that the servants
mentioned here, and in other parts of the New Testament,
were made such by lawless and piratical violence. But the .
supposition on which this gloss of the apologists of slavery
proceeds, offers an indignity to the character of these early
Christians and to that of the Apostles and Ev: dngehsts who.
administered the discipline of the Church. The imputation |
is slanderous, being unsupported by any testimony. In the |
first chapter of this epistle, the Apostle aflirms that the law
of Exodus xxi. 16, made against the man-stealer, was stil
in full force accnrding- to the glorious gospel commitied to
his trust. By that law the man-stealer, as well as he whe.
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held in bondage the stolen man, deserved to be punished |
with death, as a murderer. And “no murderer hath eternal. |
life abiding in him.” 1 John iii. 15. Yet these masters are
said to be “believers, faithful and beloved,” while, by an-
other part of this epistle, they, according to this perverse in- |
terpremtmn, are affirmed to deserve the death of murderers. |
Now this, in one word, is to affirm that those guilty of the }
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blackest crimes, and deserving the severest punishment, were
not only admitted to the privileges of the Church, but ap-

" plauded by the Holy Spirit as believing and heloved brethren,
worthy of all honor. | -

4. A command is given, “to do them service because they

are faithful and beloved, partakers of the benefit.” Their

being believers and Church members is here adduced as an

‘additiona] reason why they should be served with fidelity,
- and accounted worthy of all honor. To make this a reason
" for slavery, proceeds upon the principle that their faith and

religious profession were got only a cloak for their sin, but
also a justification of their iniquity. It represents a relation,
originally unholy, as sanctified and rendered honorable by
the profession of Christianity. This is the very essence of
Popery ; but the clause itself furnishes evidence that the re-
lation of master and servant, here referred to; was for the

mutual advantage of the parties.” The masters are said to

be « partakers of the benefit” resulting from the labor of the

"servants. All the profits of the labor did not belong to the

one party, as is the case in American slave-holding. The
servants labored for their own interest, and had a right toa
just and equal compensation for their labors, to which un-
doubtedly they were entitled by a contract entered into, and
binding on those whom they served. - « Masters, give unto
your servants that which is just and equal; knowing that

also -have a master in heaven.” Col. iv 1. Here the right

“of the servanis to hold property, and to a fair and full com-

pensation for their service, is as clearly recognized as else-
where it is made their duty to serve their masters honestly
and faithfully. The doctrine of this passage, thus analyzed
and compared with other portions -of scripiure, is, that all
who, in a lawful manner, have become bound to render ser-

"vice to others, shall honor those whom they serve, be faith-

ful in the discharge of their duty, and give none occasion ta
the-enemy to blaspheme. That Christianity does not break
up the natural and lawful relations of man to man; but, on
the contrary, enforces them under solemn sanctions. At
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the same time, 1t gives ho countenance 1o the vioiation ol

the rights of man, or to the oppression of the weak by the

sirong. _ :

In vindication of slavery, the relation of Onesimus to

Philemon is adduced. The whole argument from the epis-

tle to Philemon is founded upon the fact, that Onesimus is

said to have been “his servant.” In this view, it is of the
" same import with the argument drawn from the sixth chan-
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ter of first Timothy. The advocates of slaverysay that

Onesimus was a slave, which is taking for granted, how-

ever, what, in ordér to render it availing, never has been,

-and never can be proved. That he was bound to serve

Philemon, by some lawful obligation, is very evident. He
may have been, from his childhood, nurtured and educated

by that minister of the gospel, and bound in equity to conti- |

nue in his service until a remuneration would be made for
the expences incurred in his education. - Or, after arriving

at years of discretion, he may have entered into a voluntary
contract to serve Philemon a limited period, -or even his

whole life, for a just and stipulated compensation. - Again,
he may have been transferred to Philemon from some one

.who had either educated him, or to whom he was bound by

a legitimate obligation. But that he had been made a slave,

lawlessly and piratically, by a dearly beloved Christian mi-

nister, distinguished for his faith and love toward the Lord

Jesus and toward all saints, is an unreasonable and violent |

assumption. It is hardly less so, to maintain that he bought
him, and held him under a title derived from one who had
unrighteously deprived him of his liberty. By the divine
law, to which we have already referred,-Philemon, so far
from deserving rﬂmmendatmn, would have merited death.
After the conversion of this servant at' Rome, under Paul’s

ministry, the Apost]e sends him back to his master, to con-
tinue in a lawful service, provided he was required so to-do

by Philemon. Yet, on many accounts, it may have been
dﬂmrable for him to be free from his master, and Paul plain-’
ly thought that his liberation would be advantagéous to him.

’I-‘hnugh Philemon, according to contract, and in law, might
have retained him, yet, on the ground of charity, liberality,
and Christian kindness, it may have been his duty to set him
free. 'That it was so, is plainly intimated in the eighth
verse: « Wherefore, though I might be much bold in Christ,

to enjoin thee that which is convenient.” The original word,

here rendered convenient, is expressive of what a gomd man
is bound in conscience to perform, as dagreeable to the law

of God and becoming his own Christian character. - All

thinoe ranoidarad 1t sertainly wae hie dntv far Panl eavwe
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he might be bold to enjoin it on the authﬂrtt}' of Christ. |
The 'service to which Onesimus was bound, was not such ‘
bondage as precludes tlie servant from enjoying the rights
of property. ¢ If he hath wronged thee, or oweth thee |
aught, put that on mine account”” This plainly implies that-
" the property of Onesimus did not belong to his master, as |
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the possessions of the African slave are all eonsidered to be
the property of the 'slave-master, in consequence of his
'claiming a title to the person of his bondman..- Had the te-
nure by which Onesimus was held to serve his master, been
unjust in its origin, Paul would not have sent back the ser-
vant In such cases the command is express: « T hou shalt
‘not deliver unto his master the servant that is escaped from
his master unto thee. He shall dwell with thee, even among
you, in that place which he shall chovose in one of thy gates
which lacketh him best.” Deut. xxiii. 15, 16. It is generally
believed that Onesimus was received into favor, that he was
set free and became a distinguished companion of Tychicus
in executing a commission of the Apostle Paul to the Collos-
sians. If:ul, in. his epxqtle to the Christians at Collosse,
'makes honorable mention of him as a faithfol and beloved
brother who was one of them. Col. iv. 9. Now, what is
‘there in all this which gives the least countenance to the
‘stealing, making merchandize of, and holding in perpetual
~and hard bondage, millions of unoffending Africans? 1If all
this contains a warrant for enslaving foreibly innocent men,
‘it is the enslaving of white men, and not black men, that is
_authorized. For no one would plead that Onesimus was a
‘negro, or that the servants of the carly Christians in the
Roman empire were colored Africans. It is just as good a
warrant for Americans to seize and enslave Irishmen, Eng-
lishmen, Seotchmen and Frenchmen, as to foree into bond-
age the citizens of any other nation, civilized or savage.
Th'tt is, it contaius no warrant at all for any such outrage - -
'upon the rights of man. After all, American slavery is
what common sense; common conscience, and the law of
God adjudge it to be—a sin against God, and an outrageous
ﬂulahnn of all natural right. If it be rnncedeu, as we thlnk
it has been proved, that slavery is sinful in its nature, as
now practised, then the whole  controversy on this great
question of absorbing interest, must be considered as nearly
settled.
II. A second opinion which has been maintained on this
snhiert. s that thoneh it 1s sinful. vet it onoht not to be
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abandoned at once. It is affirmed ihat the slaves are inca-
pable of enjoying the rights of freemen—that they cannot, if
emancipated, live quietly and happily among us—that their
condition, while continuing in slavery, should be improved
—and that no one ought to be emancipated until provision i3
made for his imiediate trahsportation to the shores of Afri- -
ca. These were.the positions oceupied by the apologists of -
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slaveny for some. time before and. aften the mmmencemem
of the present Abolition controversy. ‘But to' admit that it is
a mural political, and: physicalevil, and yet that the prac-
tica: of it may and: ought to. be: continued for an: indefinite
‘time t0-come, is so directly opposite to all: the -maxims of
{  morality, that this ground bas been in a great measure aban.
! doned. The whole subject of dispute has been; or will'spee-

i dily be, brought within a very. narrow compass: -1 slave-. |

. helders and their abettors cannut succeed in proving.it to be
no sin, they: begin to be sensible. that nothing but defeat in
the field arrrument awaits them. - God has never put his
moral subgeats into such: a state that they must continue: in
sin for the advancement of their own interest or that of oth-
ers. « If the pnsﬂmnrs, oeccupied by those who advocate gra-
dual emancipation, are ‘tenable, ‘then slavery must be.con-
tinued forever in" this Jand: -For if they cannot enjoy: the
rights of freemen now, on account of their ignorance.and
degradation, no sensible man can believe that ihey will ever
| be better prepared for. it than they now are. For some time-
| afier our revolation, generally in the slave-holding States,
no restraints were imposed vpen their education.. - But. it
was found by experience, as it always must be while hu—
man nature continues what it is, that the more knowle
the slave acquired the more restless he became, and. 1
more vehement: his aspirations afier-liberty.  Not only t_he
great majority ef the masters systemanmlly withheld -from
their slaves the means of instruction, but the arm of the law
was mnterposed to prevent masters who might be more bene-
volently dispased;, from all attempts to dlﬁlﬁe the bléssings:
of education ameng the slave population. - These restri¢tions
have been gradually multiplying, and assuming a. more se-
vere and stern aspect every year for nearly. half a centu-
ry. The faeilities for their religious instruction have been
and are continually dimintshing.” We believe it is' impossi-
ble to-hold in bondage so great a mass of human beings and
allew them, at the same time; aecess to means of hterﬂr}r,
intellectual, moral and religious eultivation. They must be
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and make attempts to regain their lost rights. But we need
net reason about possibilities and impossibilities ; as what ne-
ver has occurred in any age or natien, we may be pretty
well assured. will never happen hereafter. And, at allevents,
it 13 unwise to base any ‘system on what has never been
knewn to exist. The faet is undeniable, that the slaves are
becoming more and moreignorant and debased. We know
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this by ocular demonstration, by the specitens we-have of
_the slaves ‘who, in late years, have run away from their

masters and come among us, compared with those of former
years. We know it by the laws against their education, as
they are recorded in the statute books of slave-holding
States. We know it from the reports of travellers, and the

-

candid admissions of many slave-holders themselves. If we

wait, then, for the reformation of this evil, until slave-holders
admit that they are prepared for freedom, we may and
must wait forever.  Slave-holders know, and really intend
all this. And therefore they contend that slavery, which
they call their domestic institution, is agreeable to the law
of nature, which is the law of God, and that it ought to be
continued to the end of the world. They are aware, in-

deed, that to prove it by solid, or even plausible arguments,

is an undertaking at least extremely difficult. Hence their

eagerness to foreclose all discussion, and their resort to the

brute violence of infuriated mobs, and the more grave and
solemn severities of criminal laws. '

It is affirmed, that were they emancipated and allowed

to live among us in a state of freedom, their condition; in-
stead of being improved by the change, would be made
much more wretched. Were this even true, it would not
furnish a justification for a continuance in what is acknow-
ledged to be sinful. The damnation of those who do evil
that good may come, God declares by the Apostle to be
just. It is, however, utterly untrue, as all experience proves.
It may be true that the condition of -a few colored people in
the south, who have obtained their freedom and live among
a great mass of slaves, is not ameliorated. by their emanci-

pation, They are objects of jealousy to the slave-masters,

and efforts are made to annoy them, and .to sink and keep
them in a more degraded state than those who are still held
in bondage. But in the free States, notwithstanding all the
unholy prejudices that operate against them, taken as a body,
they are incomparably superior in knowledge, property, re-
ligion and comfort, to their brethren who are slaves in the
sonth. 'The nnmber of colarad free neonle in the north is
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not one-tenth of the slave pupulatign, and yet there are
among them more than twice as many who have learned
the arts of reading and writing; they have more than dou-.
‘ble the number of churches and church members. - One free
colored man, in Philadelphia, might be named, who pos-
sesses more property than all the slaves in the Union. The
. cheerfulness of these free people, their active movements in
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labor, and the comparative neatness .of their dress, all de<
monstrate the multiplication of their comforts, which result
from the enjoyment of freedom. All this improvement they
have made, and are continuing to make, though laboring
under many disabilities which are unjustly imposed upon
them. The facts show that the argument drawn in favor
of helding them in bondage until tﬁey can be removed to
Africa, drawn from the supposed impossibility of their living
in comfort among uvs as freemen, is altogether fallacious.—
Indeed, the argument is based on the unwarrantable as.
sumption, that the making of a man free does not tend to
elevate his character, increase his usefulness, and make him
more happy. While the African continues a human being,
liberty will be better for him than bondage. :

Bat, after all, if the slaves are not to be emancipated any
faster than effectual provision is made for their transporta-
tion to the shores of Africa, they must continue in boudage

to the latest generation. With all the prodigious efforts of
individuals, societies, and States, to promote the work of

Colonization—efforts continued for more than twenty years
—only a few thousands have, to the present hour, been re-
moved from the country. The annual increase of the co-

lored population is more than seventy-five thousand. The

rate at which they have been heretofore transported would
require more than two hundred years to carry away the in-
crease of one year. No satisfactory answer has ever been
given to this objection against the Colonization Scheme,
as a means for extinguishing the evil of slavery. It has in-
deed been plead that Missionary efforts for the conversion
of the heathen have been employed for a longer period than

-the existence of the Colonization Society, and that compara-

tively few converts have been made. To this we answer,
that without referring to the manner in which these mis-
sions are conducted, or the agents employed in them, we
have the command of God to preach the gosped to all na-
tions, and a promise that in'aﬁ it shall prevail. We have
no command for Colonization, nor any promise that it shall
succeed. Besides, did Missionary Societies, induced by the
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spirit ot their enterprize, contend that it 1s no harm to con-

tinue in paganism, and that in preaching the gospel they
should not all be called upon to repent immediately, abandon
pagan idolatry, and embrace, at once, Christianity, would
not every intelligent Christian immediately abandon the
whole Missionary enterprize ? We do not believe that any
sensible man cherishes the hope, that a remedy will be found
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for the evil of slavery, by removing the whole: mass of-the
African’populationi: from- the United: States, and: planting
them in colonies.on the’ African continent.  If it is expected
. that slave-masters will gratuitously emancipate their slaves,

" on what, it their conversation; their speeches, their publica-
tions, their doings, and their legislation, is the expectation
founded?  'These all' indicate their intention to continue it
without end. If it be intended to purchase their freedom;
when will' all those who now claim' them' as property be
willing to sell'them, and engage in the task of hard daily la-
bor in the cultivation of their rice and cottonifields? "'And |
could they be supposed' willing to do so, whence would the |
fands be derived to purchase five or six hundred millions:of
dollars worth of propeérty, now vested in two' and' a half
milkons ‘of slaves? There never was a scheme ‘more vi-
siopary. It is astonishing that any sensible man should ever
have been deluded by a project holding out so little redson-
4ble prospect for its-accomplishment. When, in the whole
history of the human family, has there been: any thing anale-
gous to-the transportation of -three millions of men-acress an
ocean three thousand miles wide, and liquidating the expen-
ces by bills drawn {rom the exchequer of charity. It may
beaflirmed to be literally impossible. - -

.. Again; the great body of the colored people; who have
the deéepest interests at stake in all' this business, have al
ways manifested, and do still manifest, an: inextinguishable
and growing aversion to the whole scheme of carrying them
away from the land of their nativity, and settling them: in
savage African climes. - Colonization proposes to make use¢
of no constraint, and 1o take away only these who volunta:
rily consent to be transported: When is it likely that con-
sent will be obtained? Never—no, never. This repugnance
of the colored people to'a rémoval is known to all intelligent
colonizationists. Hence all their arguing to prove the im-
possibility of elevating the rank of black wmen while they
continue among white men. 'Hence, as the friends of eolo-
nization perceive, that on'their scheme slavery must conti-
yova Frar an indafinita namhar Af vaars ta samo. and neahahly

dixs.library.cornell.edu/cgi/t/text/pageviewer-idx?c=mayantislavery;idno=06837109;view=image;seq=24;cc=mayantislavery;page=root;size=100;print=1 1/2



11/14/2019 Address, on the subject of African slavery : delivered in Fayetteville, September 14, 1837
PPN LSRR BMMWEFEITLG ITUIILUGL 1 PGS LW WAFLE MUy WIER s emeses

forever, thiey are compelled, by the position which they oc-
cupy, to become not only the apelogists, but the advocates
of slavery in existing circamstances, as no violation ef the
rights of man or the laws of God. -~~~ =

The advocacy of slavery as a righteots institution; is not
chargeable upon allthe friends of the Colonizatien Society.
Perhaps at one time; in its early Ristory, the greater part of

dixs.library.cornell.edu/cgi/t/text/pageviewer-idx?c=mayantislavery;idno=06837109;view=image;seq=24;cc=mayantislavery;page=root;size=100;print=1 -



11/14/2019

dixs.library.cornell.edu/cgi/t/text/pageviewer-idx?c=mayantislavery;idno=06837109;view=image;seq=25;cc=mayantislavery;page=root;size=100;print=1

Address, on the subject of African slavery : delivered in Fayetteville, September 14, 1837

To print this page, select "Print" from the File menu of your browser

jts adherents, in: the: froe: States; showed. it favor and em-

braced it, in:the belief" that its tendencies and results would:
be the final removal, or at least:great amelioration of the op-

ressions of slavery. Many, probably, still cling to-it, part.

‘through a: fear of inconsistency, and partly from a Jinger-
ing hope that these beneficent results may yet be attained.
To all sueh we would refer the consideration of the three
following evils that. are prominent in the eomplexion of all
its operations: 1Ist. It fosters unholy and unreasonable pre-
judices against the whole colored race,. as naturally, as: ne-
cessarily an inferior caste. - This it does in its attempts to:

prove, that when among us, they must alwavs continue in:

the lowest depths of intellectual and moral degradation.
2d. Their reasonings; in order to establish this position, tend
to paralyse all efforts for. their improvement by education,.
as both fruitless and hopeless. - That must be a bad system,.
the support of which places obstacies in the way of improv-
ing millions: of our race, who, it is evident, must reside in
our borders. 3d. It tends to the perpetuation of slavery, by
endeavoring to enlist the sympathies of the public in. behalf
of a.scheme which is based upon the continuance of sin, as.
not only allowable, but even necessary. And when driven
from: this position, takes possession of another for the de-
fence of this great evil, as a righteous institution, according

to the laws.of God, and calculated to promote the welfare of .

society. : ,

HE It has been maintained that slavery.is a sin which
mmust be permitted to continue forever in the nation, that no
opposition may be made to it, and that efforts to ameliorate
the: condition of the slave should constitute the limits of alk
interference with the evil. As the southern, or slave-holding

States, only, are chargeable with the iniquity, the people of

the northern, or free: States, it is said, ought not to interfere,
by making any attempts to effect its removal.  This is, per-
haps, the only instance in which such ground has been as-
sumed, in relation to any real or supposed moral evik Ithas
always been understood that we may freely discuss, in pri-
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the tyranny of the: eonstitutions and administration.of the old
despotisms of Europe and Asia. Pagan idolatries are, and
always have been, subjects of free discussion in all Christian
countries. * Bible and Missionary Societies have been insti-
tuted and put inta active operation for their aboktion. Now,
i addition to all the reasons justifying the exposition of
these political and moral.evils in foreign countries, there are
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many arguments which prove, not only that we may, but
that we are imperatively bound to apply with zeal and vigor
all lawful means for the reformation of this great ecclesias-
tical and natienal immorality. ‘ ,

1. There are four great ecclesiastical denominations
‘which extend their ramifications through the rorthern and
southern States—the Presbyterian, the Baptist, the Metho-
‘dist, and the Episcopal.bodies. In all these, there are nu-
‘merous congregations, ministers, and people, who hold
slaves, and so are chargeable with this sin. The Holy Spi-
‘rit rebukés it in the church of Thyatira, as an offence against
.God, that open and flagrant sin was permitted among its
members : * Notwithstanding I have a few things against
thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which call-
eth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants
to commit fornication,” &ec. Rev. ii. 20. The whole church
was guilty of the evil, because members were suffered to
commit it openly. If slavery is a sin, as in this part of the
argument is admitted, the judicatories of those large deno-
minations, and, consequently, all their people, participate in
it, because it is permitted among them without rebuke.
‘“ Thou shalt not suffer sin upon thy neighbor, but shalt re-
‘buke him,”—much more rebuke a brother of the same ec-
clesiastical communion. Has d church'no right to interfere
for the removal of those evils that provoke the displeasure
of Almighty God against the whole body? ¢ Behold, I will
cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her
into great tribalation, unless they repent.” Rev. ii. 22. Yet
shall there be no means employed to bring the sinners to re-
pentance ! If it is so in relation to this evil, it will apply
equally to all others; and all efforts to preserve the purity of
the church, or to reform existing evils, must cease forever.
The nature and tendency of the doctrine which we here op-
pose, is to abolish all religious associations among men, and
'destroy all morality, all religion. This undoubtedly is what
many of the advocates of slavery do most desire, and that
at which all the riotous assemblages of the times do aim.

9. Tha Fadaral Canstitntion. hv the three-hfths nrincinle.
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the engagement to deliver up fugitive slaves, and other pro-
visions, however contrary to its general aims and tenden-
cies, establishes the principle, and guarantees the practice of
slavery. It has always been so understood in the nation.
Congress has legislated on the subject for the District of
Columbia and for the Territories. They have enacted a
law for the delivery of slaves- who have escaped from op-
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pression into the free States. The Executive of the United
Government has employed the military force of the com-
monwealth to suppress risings of the slaves te regain their
liberty. All these legislative acts and executive doings are
not only according to the letter and the spirit of the pro-sla-
very provisions of the constitution, but have always been
held to be so by almost the unanimous consent of the citi-
zens. He who swears to support the constitution, swears
to support slavery as long as it exists. In this view of the
subject, it is as much the right and the duty of the people of
the free States to discuss the subject and seek after a re-
form, as the people of the slave-holding States. All other
provisions of the constitution have been held to be proper
subjects of discussion, with a very few exceptions, in order
1o effect alterations and amendments, and why should it not
be so on the subject of slavery?

3. The prosperity of the nation in agriculture, commerce,
and manufactures, is intimately connected with the freedom
of all the inhabitants. Two millions of men are held in ben-
dage, and thereby degraded and incapacitated for accumu-
lating the stock of national wealth by productive labor.—
Slave-masters tell us that one free laborer will perform as
much work in the same time as two slaves. If this is true,
and there is no reason to doubt it, then the holding of two
millions of men in slavery, is, in relation to property, mere-
ly, as great an evil as it would be to support one million in
absolute idleness. But this is not all—the masters are mere
consumers, as they live in idleness. There are undoubtedly
one million of idle white men who are fed by the labor of
slaves. Add to all this the improvidence and wastefulness
of the slaves who have no interest in the practice of econo-
my, and the prodigality of the masters in pampering the
lusts generated by idle habits. All this cannot fall much
short of the product of a million more. It is true that these
tosses fall immediately and directly on the south, and ac-
count for the decrepitude of their schocls, manufactures,
agriculture, and commerce, and the present distress of the
country. Butl do not the citizens of the north feel their bane-
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ful effects?  Let the late and present commercial distress,
and the tribulations which their failures have brought on all
classes of society, bear witness. They commenced in the
south, and slavery was, after all, the chief element in their
production. Shall the citizens of the northern States be
bound to support slavery, and to suffer heavily by its evil
consequences, and yet not be permitted to touch the subject
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in discussiont ‘That even a doubt could have arisen on this
subject, shews the great degeneracy of the times, and how
I;tﬂe regard even to human rights, there is among many ¢i-
tizens in this land of boasted freedom. = Indeed, the history
of all times demonstrates that a nation which disregards the
rights of God, and refuses to honor him, will pot long re-
spect the rights of man, his creature. How monstrous is
the proposition: * Slavery is a sin against God, but it may
“be practised to the end of the world, and no man has a right
to, attempt its reformation What must be the degradation
of moral sentiment, where it becomes m,ccss*u_v to enier
‘on an argument for its refutation !

4. The United States is one nation. Achan was one man
in the nation of Israel; he committed o irespass in the ac-
cursed thing, and the whole nation suflered.  Shall thirteen
out of twenty States commit a trespass in a more accursed
thing than the stealing of a golden w eldge and a garment,
in the stealing of m!llmns of men, and the whole nation not
sufter 1 If sldver}r Is a sin—a flagrant sin—a national sin—
an ecclesiastical sin—will not all the land suffer when God,
according to his promise, “shall arise to plead the cause of
‘the poor and needy!” Hard conditions, indeed, would the
panders of oppression impase on us.  Sin must be practised
without rebuke, we nust partake in it; must sostain it, and
suffer for it, without one effort to find relicl*against all these
evils. . As the people of the United States are one nation,
and the Africans are born in the land, the colored race are
their fellow citizens—yes, their fellow citizens, in-spite of all
sinful constitutions, laws, and practices to disfranchise them.
Thev are men, they are here, and God has made of one
blood the white man and the black man. By a right de-
rived from the God of heaven, and which all’ hn*mn power
cannot destroy, they are the fellow cilizens of white men.
They arc bound by this consideration to plead their cause,
and seck their restoration te the enjovment of those rights
which are theirs, and of which violence secks to deprive
them.

5. The morals of society in the northern States are cor-
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rupted by slavery in the south.  Very many northern peo-
ple hold slaves. They reside, indeed, in the free States, but
there is no provision in the laws of the {ree States, or in the
laws of the United States, to prevent their owning slave
‘property in the south, any more than their possessing there
and or other goods and chattels, Even ministers of the
gospel, as they are called, marry slave-holding wives, and
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while they-and their wives reside amcmg uis; 1h€1]‘ boridmer:
are under the lash of the negro driver on the southern plan-
tations, Many sons of the citizens of the free States, educa- |
ted in rehgmus families, emigrate to the south, ernbark in |
trade in shave-holding cities and villages, and marry wives
‘who possess farms stocked with slaves, or purchase them,
and soon sink into habits of gaming, profane swearing and
harlotry. How, in these and various other ways, the bhght|
of slave-huldlnw immorality has spread over the northern
States, is best known to those who have moss carefully watch- |
ed the progress of moral debasement among our citizens. |
Whe, with all this before his eyes, will still say this sin
must be allowed to retain, unmolested, its iodgment in the
commonwealth?

IV. But one other view, so far as is known, is taken of |
this subject: that slavery is a deeply aggravated sin, and |
. should be abandoned immiedi: atelv. That it is iniquitous,

has, I trust, been nmply proved by the arguments adduced
in this-address. It has no counténance in the oracles of |
truth, is denounced in them as deseiving the severest punish-
ment, is contrary to the whole ténor and spirit of the gospel,
which sounds the trumpet of jubilee and proclaims emanei-|
patmn from all thraldom, and is condemned by the voice of
conscience, speaking in the strongest accents of reprobation.
"This voice of conscience must not, will not, cannot be smo-|
thered ; it ‘will continue 1o speak in tones of thunder amidst,
all the rage of the elements. Is it not one of those ‘rmhs.
which ought to be held axiomatic, that all sin, especially|
such a sin, should be broken off at once—that the law of
God: imperatively demands immediate and entire reforma-
tion? - “ Thou shalt not,” ne, not for a moment, commit sin,,
is the language of the ]aw To deny this, is to refuse as-.
sent to the whole moral obligation of the law.  Any reason|
that will justity disregard of the precept for an hour, will
justify it forever. The Divine Lawgiver has given nc such
r:ght to any creature to disregard and contemn the authori

y of his holy, just, and goud commandments. “ Let them
lhat stole, steal no more.” |

‘Al theft, by this precept, must be abandﬂned instantly.—|

-
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However unwilling slave-masters and their apologists are to
hear the practice of sl very designated as theft, they mus
hear it, and bear the reproach. "It is theft in its deepest;
darkest, and most odious colors—it is a: continuous robbery
of the souls and bodies of men. 'If he thit commite mine
thefts, even in trifling amounts of property; is commanded
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“ steal no more,” how much more emphatic the prohibition
when the theft is committed on the persons of millions of
men who are our brethren of the same flesheand blood !
W.ere a father to discover that his son had lived, for a se-
ries of years, on property stolen from his neighbors, and
should say to him, “ My son, it is no good report I hear of
you, that you have for many years lived by the basest and
most dishonest peculation, and that you bring infamy upon
yourself and upon all our family, and thus provoke the
wrath of God.  You must not do so, you must forsake this
sin by repentance, you must seek its pardon through the
blood of Christ, and reform.” Were his son to reply to all
this in the spirit of gradual emancipation, he would say,
“ Pather, I have lived so long by theft, that if I at once
abandon it, I and my family will be reduced to beggary.
You surely do not mean that I shall at once and forever en-
tirely forsake the means which 1 have so long used for sup-
porting my household.” What should we think of the fa-
ther who, to all this, would answer,—* No, my son. You
have been in the habit, I hear, of stealing, vearly, to the
amount of one thousand dollars. For the coming vear yeu
ought not to steal more than nine hundred, the following
year eight hundred, and at this rate anaually diminish the
amount of your thefts, until, at the end of ten years, you
shall have ceased from this evil altogether, and become an
honest man.” We would regard this as not only utterly pre-

posterous, and absurd, but as ridiculous. Still more preposte- .

rous, absurd and ridiculous, is the whole scheme of gradual
emancipation.. It is as if the father should say, “steal no
more for the purpose of luxury, but what is necessary for the
support of your family you may and ought to steal forever.”

2. It is impossible to accomplish emancipation in any
other way than immediately. here the slaves are few in
rumber, compared with the population, as they were in the
States of Pennsylvama and New York, they can be set free
by a gradual process, continued for vears. But where slaves
are held in great masses, as they are in the southern States,
the condition of those who become free is degraded and mi-
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serable; they are objects of suspicion and alarm, as it is
supposed the example of their freedom creates discontent
smong the slaves, and that they will be employed in devising
and executing schemes for exciting insurrections. In order
to avoid these evils, the Colonization Society was originated,
for the purpose of transferring to distant shores all free peo-
ple-of color. But after twenty years of vigorous effort, not.
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more than about one-fiftieth of those who are free have been {

removed from the country. As the number of colored peo- |
- pley bond and free, amounts to-about three millions, and as |

this class of population increases so fast as.to be doubled in |
less than. twenty-five years, there will be in the country, |
within seventy-five years, twenty-four millions-of the Afri-
can race, a greater part of whom will be slaves, if slavery
continues. - -Who can think of such a state of things without
the-most fearful and well grounded apprehensions? How
rapid and tremendous is the accumulation of national iniqui- |
ty, of human misery and national danger? To stop this
alarming career of sin and misery, the only reasonable, the
only possible means,. is to to emancipate, at once, all the |
slaves. = If the evil is now thought to be unmanageable, and |
even almost overwhelming, what will it be in a few years?

3. In immediate emancipation there is safety; all other
schemes are {raught with danger. The slaves, continued in |
bondage without hope of release, will be goaded to despera-;
tion by the hopelessness of .their misery. For about- five |
years they have been in a very quiescent state—there have
been few insurrections; and no plots have been discovered..
To the efforts which they know that abolitionists are ma-|
king, and the hopes of deliverance which, on this qu;arter;}j
are cherished, are to be ascribed this remarkabie repose.——
Colonization is little less abhorrent to them than slavery. it-
self. “Dash all the hopes which have been nurtured by the:
doings of Anti-slavery Societies, and the south will soon be-.
bome an Aceldama, a field of blood.  If the very hope of:
emancipation at present allows the planters to sleep safe in
their beds, how much greater would be the secority did the
slaves all enjoy the reality of freedom. By setting-them
free; every motive to violence, turbulence, and outrage,
would be taken away, ané some of the most powerful incen--
tives furnished, to live quiet, peaceable and industrious lives.!
In the providence of God, we are not left to abstract reason~
ings, however powerful, on this subject. The experiment,

auspicious as in our own land, has been made, and its re-}
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sults fairly and fully tested, in Antigua, one of the West In-|
dia Islands. Alarms have ceased, patroles of armed men.
have been disbanded, peace reigns, indusiry is quickened,;
the value of property has risen, schools have been establish-
ed among the colored people, and churches have been or-
gianized.  All this has been accomplished by the immediate
removal of the incubus of slavery. Thus, in the midst of]
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the West India Islands, in our neighborhood, Heaven has
kindled a flaming beacon to shed its light upon the southern

* States to guide and cheer them onward in the path of duty.

4. All men are required to repent of sin. God calls upon
all men every where to repent. There is no true repentance

without reformation. No maxim is more indisputable than

that there should be national repentance for national sin—a
repentance inclading in it immediate reformation. The re-
pentance of an individual sinner, determined to continue in
sin, is insincere and hypocritical. To such a penitent no
pardon is dispensed. When this nation is brought to sincere
repentance for the sin which it has committed against God

and man, by cruelly enslaving and holding in bondage the.

Africans, we shall hear no more of gradual emancipaton.

5. The sin of the nation and the sin of the slave-master’

accumulate every moment while slavery continues.

About two hundred human beings are stolen and enslaved
every day in the United States; for that is about the number
of infants that are born daily of slave-mothers. If it be pira-
cy and deserving of death fo steal a child on the continent of
Africa, it is piracy and deserves death to steal and enslave
a new-born infant in the United States. If the law of Con-
gress is just in.commanding the immediate and total cessa-
tion of the slave-trade, there ought to be an immediate and
total cessation of the same traffic in our own country, and
of the stealing and enslaving of children as soon as they are
born. More than a hundred slaves die daily.  After death

it is impossible to do them that justice which ought to have

been done to them when living, by restoring t’lem to those
rights which had been vmlenth taken away.

6. The souls of thousands of slaves every year pass into
the realns of misery.  Their perdition is chargeable cn the
sin of slavery, which most mercilessly deprives them of all
means of knowing the way of salvation through a crucified
Saviour. Are the means of grace to be withheld from the
millions of slaves until they are transported to Africa, and

there learn to know the truth? 'FPhen millions more, in fu- °
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bondage of Satan. Emancipate all the slaves at once and.
forever, open to them the portals of knowledge, and open
wide for them the doors of tke temple of the Lord, and they
will enter into them and praise the Lord. We have the
promise of God that « Etheopia shall socn stretch out her
hands to God.” ¢ O Lord, arise and plead the cause of the
poor and needy. Let not the oppressed return with shame.”,

dixs.library.cornell.edu/cgi/t/text/pageviewer-idx?c=mayantislavery;idno=06837109;view=image;seq=32;cc=mayantislavery;page=root;size=100;print=1 2/2



	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32

