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INTRODUCTION. 

'f~lis Catechism has been prepared and is pub­

lished by the Executive Committee of Publication 

under the action of the General Assembly, which 

directs "That the Committee of Publication take 

into consrderation the expediency of securing the 

preparation and publication of a brief Catechism 

on the Polity of our Church, suitable for use in 

our Sunday-schools." (See Minutes, 1891, page 

247·) 
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THE ,'"" i· .';·jE 

PATTERN OF THE HQl.lSE\ 
, . 

CHAPTER I. ' 
• ., ' J_. '·" '-·".ii.J:,;; 

THE ORICIl'.J OF TH~ PRESSYTERII,!'l , 
CHURCH. ,~ 

Question I. What do Pre;byten~t1;s U;ltt~~Hqn? 
b1J the t.erm "church" 7 ' ., " 
~ '\. r _./) ! 

Answer. The people of God in an ages of the 
world, including both adults and· children. 

Q. 2. How is this church usually spoken of? A: Asthe "visi'ble" and th~ "invisible "church: 
Q. 3. W.hat is meat+t by the "visible , C1it.':Cfr..:' ~ 
A. The visible church consists of all ,tJ1,O!i~ 

who make profession o( the tr\le reUgioll, tog~\hcr 
with their children. . . 

Q. 4. Why are such pemms callett,. the f{~,~f£e 
c:~urch? 

A. Because their nUmber, chara~t,~r, 'l!-p'gpro­
fession are open 'to the world, and can b~, se~~. by 
anyone. . 

Q. 5. How is this visible church often spoken 
o.f il1 the Scriptures I 

A. As "the Congregation of the Lord," .' the 
Household of Faith," "the' Chur~h of tl:e Livin~ 

7 



8 THE PATTERN OF THE HOUSE. 

God," and sometimes simply as "thf Kingdom 
of Heaven." 

NUM. xvi. 3: "And they gathered themselves to 
gether against Moses and against Aaron, and said unto 
them, Ye take too much upon you, seeing all the con· 
gregation are holy, everyone of them, and the Lord is 
among them: wherefore then lift ye up yourselves above 
the congregation of the Lord?" GAL. vi. 10: "As we 
have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, 
especially unto them who are of the household of fai lh." 
I TIM. iii. 15; "But if I tarry long, that thou mayest 
know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house 
uf God: "rhich is the church of the living God, the pillar 
and ground of the truth." MATT. xix. 13, 14: "Then were 
there brought unto him little children, that he should put 
his hands on them, and pray: and the disciples rebuked 
,tl';e~: ' But Jesus said, Suffer little children, and forbid 
,then, not, to come unto me; for of such is the kingdom 
of heaven." 

Q. 6. What is meant by the invisible church? 
A. All who really and truly belong to Christ, 

whether adult or infant, who were given to him in 
eternity, and who are washed and sanctified by 
his -blood and by his Holy Spirit. 

ACTS xx. '28: \. Feed the church of God, which he 
hath purchased with his own blood." EPH. v. 25,26: 
"Christ also loved the church and gave himself for it, 
that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of 
Water by the , word. " REV. i. 5, 6: "Unto him that 
loved us,and washed us from our sins in his own blood," 
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~c. REV. vii. 9: "After this I beheld, and, )0, a great 
multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, 
and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the 
throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, 
and palms in their hands." 

Q.7. Where is this invisible church to befound? 
A. Partly on earth, and partly in heaven. 
EPH. iii. IS: "Of whom the whole family in heaven 

and earth is named." 

Q. 8. How is it sometimes spoken of in the 
Bible? 

A. As "the elect of God, holy and beloved," 
"the Family of God," and "the Church of God, 
which he hath purchased with his own blood." 

COL, iii. 12: "Put on therefore, as the elect of 
God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, 
humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering. EPH. 

iii. IS: "Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth 
is named." ACTS xx. 28: "Take heed. therefore unto 
yourselves, and to all the flock, over the ~hich the l;Ioly 
Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of 
God, which he hath purchased with his own blood." 

Q. 9. Why are they called the invisible church j 
A. Because no one but God can tell just who 

belong to this number and just who do not. 

JOHN x. 14: "I am the Good Shepherd, and know 
my sheep, and am known of mine." 2 Tim. ii. i9: 
"N evertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, hav. 
ing this seal, the Lord knoweth them that are his." 
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(2 ' I(): '4're a{l wh,!belong to ' the, visible church 
~e(~SSar4i;: irue m~rhbet:s of the bo(iy of cnri"st l 
A~ BY,no.means, ' ' ' 

MATT. vii. 22,23: "Many will ~ay to me itt that day, 
Lord,Lprd"have 'Xe, l:!ot I'rophesied ,in thy name? and 
in thy ?;Il,lehjlve cast 'out devils? and in thy name done 
many worid~~rful works? And then will I profess unto 
them, I nev~r knew you: depart from me, ye that work 
iniquity." GAL. iv. 19, 20: "My little children, of whom 
I travai!' ~n birth again until Christ be fanned in you, 1 
desire to be present with you now, and to change my 
",oic,e ;{or I' stard in doubt of you." 

. Q. II. Are all who belong to the invisible 
church necessarily true members of Christ's body l 

A. Yes, . because the invisible church includes 
in its number all, in every land and nation, who 
have been or ever will be saved. ' 

(See REv,vi~, 9;' Unde~ question 6.) 

Q. Ia. Has ,; God always had a people upon 
earth/rom the first who were. cql!ed by his fla"''' 
and 7iJere devoted to his urvice l ' 

A. He nas. 

GEN. iv. 26: "Then began men to call upoll ' t>­

name of the Lord." Ps. lxxxiii. 3: "Thy hidden one,. 
Is. xliij. ~: :'j Bu~ noW' thus saith the Lord that created 
tI!ee, .O Jacob"and, he that formed thee, 0 Israel, Fear 
not; for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy 
name '; t.I~PlJ art m,iIle." " 
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Q. I3. TVhen did tllis people, so .far as 1fJe 
know, first receive its separate and distinct organ­
ization .from the 1fJorld? 

A. In the days of Abraham. 
Q. I4. When and where did Abraham live 7 
A. About two thousand years before the coming 

of Christ, and in the land of Canaan. * 
Q. IS. TVhat transaction took place in Abra­

ham's day conjirmi1lgand establishing this separa­
tion from the world? 

A. God made a covenant with Abraham, be­
stowing certain rights and privileges upon him 
and his household, and upon certain conditions. 

GEN. xvii. : "I will make my covenant with thee," 
.'>tc. (read the whole chapter). 

Q. I6. rIow is this covenant usually regarded 
by the church? 

A. As the charter of the church. 
Q. I7. //f7hat is a charter? 
A. Any official writing or document, properly 

sealed and confirmed, which bestows certain 
rights and privileges. 

Q. I8. By what other name is this covenant 
with Abraham sometimes known? 

* Chronologists differ in the exact date of Abraham's call and re­
moval to Canaan, but in round numbers it was about two thousand 
y.ears before Christ. 
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A. As" the household covenant." 
Q. I9. T¥hy is it so called J 
A. Because the promises and blessings of the 

covenant included the household as well as the 
believing parent. 

Q. 20. Were these blessings there promised 
spiritual or temporal J 

A. They were both spiritual and temporal. 
Q 2I. How was this covenant with Abraham 

confirmed J 

A. By the seal of circumcision. 
Q. 22. What did circumcision denote? 
A. The cutting off of the body of sin, and the 

renewing of the inward nature of man. 
DEUT. x. 16: "Circumcise therefore the foreskin 

of your hearl, and be no more stiff·necked." ROM. ii. 
28, 29: "For he is not a Jew which is one outwardly; 
neither is that circumcision which is outward in the flesh: 

-But he is a Jew which is one inwardly; and circumcision 
is thai of the heart, in the spirit and not in the lette: __ ; 
whose praise is not of men, but of God_ " 

Q. 23. Ifas this covenant ever been repealed 07 

changed? 
A. It bas not. 
Q. 24. Did God declare that it would ever be 

repealed, altered, or set aside 1 
A. On the contrary, he declared that it was to 

be an "everlasting" covenant. 
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GEN. xvii. 7: "And I will establish my covenant be· 
tween me and thee and thy seed after thee in their 
generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be a God 
unto thee and to thy seed after thee." GAL. iii. 17: "And 
this I say, that the covenant that was confirmed before 
of God in Christ, the law, which was four hundred and 
thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should make 
the promise of none effect." 

Q. 25. Was this covenant not repealed or 
cha/lged at Mount Sinai I 

A. It was not. 

(GAL. iii. 17, quoted above.) 

Q.26. Nor a! the coming of Christ? 
A. Instead of this, it was "confirmed of God 

in Christ." 

(GAL. iii. 17. quoted above.) 

Q. 27. Is that Abrahamic covetlant, therifore, 
still inforce, and the church now living under itl 

A. Yes, it is still in force, and the church IS 

now living under it. 

Q. 28. Why, thetl, does flot circumcision con­
tinue to be administered in the church now, as it 
was bifore the coming of Christ? 

A. Because, while the same covenant is still in 
force, it is, nevertheless, a New Dispensation un­
der which the church now lives, and is accompa­
nied by a new seal. 

z 
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Q. 29. Wltat do you mean by a "New Dispen­
sation" 'I 

A. I mean a new or different manner of ad­
ministering the covenant. 

Q. 30. Ifow is this new administering of the 
covenant sometimes spoken of in the Scriptures 'I 

A. As "the ministration of the Spirit." 

2 COR. iii. 7, 8: "But if the ministration of death, 
written and engraven in stones, was glorious, .so that the 
children of Israel could not steadfastly behold the face of 
Moses for the glory of his countenance, which glory was 
to be done away; how shall not the ministration of the 
Spirit be rather glorious?" 

Q. 3 I. Do you understand, then, that the Holy 
Spirit is the O1le who 1l0W administers or carries 
Ottt this covenant of grace 'I 

A. I do, because the Bible speaks of it in '(hi~ 
manner. 

. PROOFS. - All those passages in Scripture 'Nhich speak 
of the office and work of the Holy Spirit in convincing, 
converting. regenerating sonls, enlightening the under­
standing, teaching the truth in Jesus, guiding the apostles, 
directing the movements of his ministers, watching over 
and fostering, nursing and blessing the church, the duties 
of Christians towards him, and the sin that becomes un­
pardonable because committed against him, etc., etc. 

Q.32. As the church is now living under a 
new dispensation. vlfhat is the new seal of the 
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household covenant now m the place of circumci­
rion? 

A. It is Baptism. 
'2. 33· Does baptism show forth the same great · 

crutits as did circumcision? 
A. It does 
..!.. 34 What are those great truths? 
A. Putting away sin, and cleansing sinful 

nature. 
(Proofs under question 22. Also PHIL. iii. 2: "For 

we are the circumcision which worship God in the spirit, 
and rejoice in Christ Jesus." COL. ii. 10-12: "And ye 
are complete in him, . . . in whom also ye are circum­
cised with the circumcision made without hands, in put­
ting off the body of the sins of the .flesh by the circumcision 
of Christ, buried with him in baptism," etc.) 

CHAPTER II. 

HISTORY OF THE CHURCH. 

Question I Has there ever been more than one 
true church upon earth? 

Answer. There never has. 
Q. 2. What does tltis "one true church" ill- · 

elude J 
A. All the tme <:hildren of God, wherever they 

are found. 
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JOHN viii. 47: "He that is of God heareth God's 
words." JOHN xix. 37: "Everyone that is of the truth 
heareth my voice." JOHN xviii. 9: "Them which thou 
hast given me; for they are mine." 

Q. 3. May some of these true children of God 
~e found among all the various bodies of professing 
Christians J 

A. Yes, great numbers of them. 
Q. 4. Does not this division into so many dlf 

ferent denominatiolls of Christians destro)' the 
oneness of God's church? 

A. It does not, although it greatly obscule;; it. 
Q. S. When did the Presbyterian Church first 

begin to be known by the name "Presbyterian l' J 
A. Soon after the great Reformation of the 

sixteenth century. 
Q. 6. What Reformation was that J 
A. The celebrated period of his~ory when such 

multitudes of God's people renounced the supersti­
tion, errors, and teachings of the Church of Rome. 

Q. 7. Why is it called a reformation 'I 
A. Because it was a return to the faith and 

practice of the early church. 
Q. 8. Who were some of the principal leatfcrs 

in this great religious movement of the sixteenth 
century 'I 

A. Martin Luther and Philip Mclancthon i:1 
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Germany, Ulrich Zwingle in Switzerland, John 
Calvin in France, John Knox in ~cotland, and 
many others in different parts of Europe. 

Q. 9. Did any of these eminent and distin­
guished men originate the Presbyterian Church 1 

A. No, none of them. 
Q. IO. Had the Presbyterian Church been in 

existence bifore 1 
A . Yes, from the very days of the apostles. 
Q. I I. Had it been known all this time by the 

!lame "Presbyterian" 1 
A. It had not. 
Q. I2. Why, then, do you say that the Presby­

terian Church had been in existence all that time 
tl it had not been known by that name 1 

A. Because there were bodies of Christians ex­
isting all that time that were Presbyterian in their 
form of government and in their doctrines, even 
though not called by the name" Presbyterian." 

Q. I3. Who were some of these bodies of Chris-
tians 1 

A. Principally the Culdees and the Waldenses. 
Q. I4. Who were the Culdees 1 
A. A body of Christian people living in Scot­

land and the north of Ireland, whose ministers 
and missionaries carried the gospel through Eng­
land and various parts of Europe. 
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Q. I5. IVere their doctrines, preachinfi, princi. 
pies, and government of the church the same a.O 
those of the Presbyterian Church now? 

A. As far as can now be ascertained they were 
precisely the same. 

Q. I6. Why were they called" Culdee;"? 
A. The origin of this name is not certainly 

known, but its meaning appears to be the "wor­
shippers of God." 

Q. I7. IVhy were they probably so called J 
A. Because in a day of great ignorance and 

darkness they maintained the true wurship of 

God, in its simplicity and purity. 
Q. IS. Who were the Waldenses 1 
A . • \ greatly persecuted, but faithful, people of 

God, inhabiting the mountain valleys of the Pied· 
mont. 

Q. I9. Where are these valleys? 
A. In the northern part of Italy. 
Q. 20. By whom were they so cruelly perse-

cuted? 
A. By the Church of Rome. 
Q. 2J. Why were they so persecuted 1 
A. Because they bore so clear a testimony 

against the errors, corruptions in doctrine, and 
idolatrous practices of that church. 

Q. 22. Were these persecutions long continued! 
A. Yes, for many centuries. 
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Q. 23. Were they very severe? 
A. Yes, extremely SO, and the faithful Wal­

denses were nearly exterminated more than once. 
Q. 24. Were the government, beliif and prac­

tices of the Waldensial1 Church similar to those 
of the Presbyterz'an Church now? 

A. Yes, as nearly as can now be ascertained, 
they were almost identically the same. 

Q. 25. What were the government and prac­
tice of the old Jewish Church from the days of 
Moses to those of Christ 1 

A. They also were Presbyterian, as well as can 
now be ascertained. 

Q. 26. What are the proofs, tracing back the 
history of the Presbyterian Church throk,.jh the 
Culdees, Waldenses and old Jewish Church, 
usually called 1 

A. The historical proofs. 
Q. 27 . . Have we any other proofs besides the 

historical j . 

A. Yes, we have the scriptural proofs. 
Q. 28. What are these 1 
A. Presbyterians believe that the truth of their 

doctrines, government, and modes of worship may 
all be abundantly proved from the Scriptures. 

Q. 29 What is the one standard ta ! which 
Presbyterians habitually appeal in conjirmation 
of their beliifl 
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A. The Bible alone. 
Q.30. Are Presbyterians known by any other 

names now than "Presbyterian"? 
A. Yes, they are sometime~ known by different 

names in different countries. 
Q.3I. What are some 0.1 thesediJIerentnames 1 
A. The Reformed Church, The Evangelical, 

The Calvinistic Methodist, etc. 
Q. 32. 170w many professing Christians are 

there in connection with the various Presbyterian 
bodies in the world? 

A. More than four millions. 
Q. 33. How large a Presbyterian population 

does this represent? 
A. More than twenty millions. 

CHAPTER III. 

CONSTITLlTloN OF THE PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH. 

Question. I. TVhat do you mean by tlze "Con­
stitution" 0.1 the Presbyterian Church? 

Answer. I mean the fundamental principles, 
rules, and ordinances which the Presbyterian 
Church ·has approved and adopted for her belief, 
guidance, aYIO government. 
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Q. 2. What is the Constitution 0.1" The Pres­
byterian Church in the U1lited States"? * 

A. The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States consists of its doctrinal sym­
bols, embraced in the Confession 0.1 Faith, and 
the Larger and Shorter Catechisms, together with 
the Book of Church Order, which comprises the 
Form of Govemmmt, the Rules of Disciplin~, 
and the Directory of Worship. 

Q.3. Are-there any other set or specific "rules" 
by which the Presbyterian Church is govemed? 

A. None whatever. 
Q. 4. What is the" Westminster Confession" J 
A. It is a Confession of Faith prepared and 

drawn up by a very able body of divines in the 
seventeenth century. 

Q. 5. When and 70here did this Assembly 
meet? 

A. In London, England, during the years 1643 

to 1648. 
Q. 6. Wily is it called the "Westminster Con· 

fession" I 
A. Because the Assembly that prepared it held 

its sessions in one of the chambers of the cele­
brated Westrr.inster Abbey. 

* This is the official title of the 8mthern Presbyterian Church, 
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Q. 7. B)' whose authority was this j'amous as 
sembly oj'divines called together? 

A. By the authority of the English Parliament. 
Q. cf. What was the character and stal/ding of 

these divines? 
A. They were among the ablest, most learned', 

and pious theologians of that day, or of any a.;c 
of the church. 

Q. 9. How long were they in session? 
A. Nearly five years. 
Q. IO. What Presbyterian bodies accept these 

standards? 
A. All English-speaking Presbyterians, with but 

few exceptions, accept them. 
Q. I I. Do these standards take the place oj'tht! 

Bible? 
A. They do not. 
Q. I2. Where does the Pretbyterian Church 

obtain her authority, rule oj' j'aith, life, allddaily 
practice? 

A. Solely and entirely from the Scriptures. 
Q. I3. OJ' what lise, then, are these standards 

if they do not take the place oj'the Bible? . 
A. They are merely 2 statement of her belief 

as to what the Scriptures teach. . 
Q. I4. I£ow should they be rt!ceived and 

treated? 
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A. With great respect and reverence. 
Q. IS. Why should they be so treated? 
A. Because prepared by eminently learned and 

pious men, and because also they are the authori­
tative statement of her belief by the church. 

CHAPTER IV. 

ct-luRCH COVERNNIENT. 

Question I. Is there more than one form of 
goverllmeJlt to be seen in the clzurch visible? 

Answer. Yes, there are several forms of church 

government. 
Q. 2. Mention some of the more common and 

important .2 
A. The Papal, Episcopal, Congregational, and 

Presbyterian. 
Q. 3. What is the Papal form of church gov­

ernment? 
A. That form of church government in which 

the supreme power is lodged in the hands of one 
man, who is the sovereign ruler of that church. 

Q. 4. How is he usually styled? 
A. The "Supreme Puntiff," "Universal 

:Bishop," etc., but more commonly known as the 

" Pope." 
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Q. 5. What body o.f pro.fessing Christians hold 
to this .form 0/ church government? 

A. Only the Church of Rome, commonly called 
the Roman Catholic Church. 

Q. 6. What is the second or "Episcopal" .form 
of church government 1 

A. The government of the church by certain 
persons styled" Bishops." 

Q. 7· What bodies 0/ pro.fessing Christians 
hold to this .form 0/ government 1 

A. All those denominations of Christians who 
are governed by bishops in the prelatical sense of 
that term. * 

Q. 8. Mmtioll some o.f these bodies who are 
thus governed by bishops in this sense o.f the term 1 

A. The Greek Church, the Church of England, 
the Protestant Episcopal Church of America, 
and nearly all the Methodist bodies. t 

Q. 9. What is the third, or Congregational, 
form o.f church government 1 

* A If prelate" is a clergyman of a superior order or rank, and 
having authority over the lower clergy. And a bishop in a H prelati­
cal sense H is a bishop having authority over other ministers of the 
gospel lower in rank than himself. 

t In the government of the Methodist bodies, the conference has a 
large share. But the authority and government are lodged princi­
pally in their bishops; hence that church is called the U :Metaodist 
Episcopal Church." 
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A. That form of church government in which 
the supreme power resides in the congregation. 

Q. IO. What bodies of professing Christians 
hold to this form of church government? 

A. Principally the Congregationalists, Baptists, 
and Independents. 

Q. I I. What is the fourth, or Presbyterian, 
form of church government? 

A. That form of church government in which 
the supreme power is entrusted to certain men 
chosen by the church as her rulers and represent­
atives, and known as "Elders." 

Q. I2. "Vhat bodies of professing Christians 
hold to this form of church government? 

A. Presbyterian, Reformed, etc. 
Q. I3. Can any pope, king or queen, or human 

being whatever, in any proper sense of the terlft; 
be the" head of the church"? 

A. In no sense whatever. 
Q. I4. Who is the only Head of the church, in 

heaven and on earth 1 
A. The Lord Jesus Christ. 
Q. I5. Does the Scripture plainly assert this 1 
A. Yes, quite frequently. 
EPH. i. 22: "And gave him to be the head over all 

things to the church." EPH. v. 23: "Christ is the head 
of the ·~hurch." 

3 



26 THE PATTERN OF THE HOUSE. 

Q. I6. When did the papacy set liP its claim to 
being the head o.f the church IttliIJersal? 

A . Not until the Church of Rome became very 
ignorant, corrupt, and idolatrous. 

Q. I7. Was this claim to universal headship 
0.1 the church set up at once hy the popes 0.1 Rome J 

A. No, it was advanced only by degrees, and 
as the Romish Church became more ignorant and 
corrupt. * 

Q. Ie? When did the Greek Church separate 
from the Church o.f Rome? 

A. The schism first began in the ninth cen­
tury, and was finally completed in the eleventh 
century. 

Q. I9. What are the highest rulers in the Greek 
Church s~)lled? 

A. "Patriarchs." 
Q 20. When did the Church o.f England break 

awaY.lrom the Church 0.1 Rome? 
L. During the sixteenth century, and in the 

days of Henry VIII. of England. 
Q 2I. What is the Church 0.1 England some­

times called? 
A. The Anglican Church. 

I * The papacy had put forth some of its arrogant prete'nsions as 
early as the beginning of the seventh century, but it was not until 
the eleventh, twelfth, and thirteenth centuries, under Gregory VII., 
Innocent IlL, and Boniface VIIl., that it made its highest claim!i 
and reached its highest point of insolence, arrogance, and impiety. 
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Q. 22. Who is the eartMy head of fhat 
-:hurch .l 

A. The reigning sovereign of England. 

CHAPTER V. · 

CHURCH COVERNMENT-CoNTINUED. 

Question I. What is the meaning of the word 
" Presbyterian," as applied to the church .l 

Answer. It means governed by elders . . 
Q. 2. From what is it derived J 

A. From a Greek word meaning an elder. 
Q. 3. TVhat is the meaning, then, of a "Pres­

byterian" Church? 
A. It means a church that is governed by elders. 
Q. 4. Were God's people so governed under the 

Old Dispensation? 
A. They were. 
Q. S. TVilS any cha1lge made ill the government 

of the church during the life of our Lord, or ill the 
days of the apostles? 

A. None that we read of. 
Q. 6. I-Iow many kinds of elders are spoken oj 

in the New Testament? 
A. Only two-teaching elders and ruling el­

ders. 



28 THE PATTERN OF THE HOUSE. 

1 TIM. v. 17: "Let the elders that rule well be 
counted worthy of double honor, especially they who 
labor in the word and doctrine." 

Q. 7. What are" teaching" elders 7 
A. Those who "labor in word and doctrinr" 
Q. 8. What does that mean 7 
A. Those who preach and teach the gospel. 
Q. 9. What are" ruling elders" 7 
A. Those who assist in the government of the 

church, but do not officially preach the gospel. 
Q. IO. What is the meaning of the word 

"bishop," as found in the New Testament 7 
A. It means simply an "overseer." 
Q. I I. Why were bishops so called 7 
A. Because made "overseers" over the flock 

of God by the Holy Ghost. 
ACTS xx. 28: ., Take heed therefore unto your­

selves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy 
Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of 
God, which he hath purchased with his own blood." 

Q. I2. Is this term "bishop" applied in the 
I-Ioly Scriptures to both teaching elders and 
ruling elders 7 

A. It is. 
1 TIM. v. 17: •• Let the elders (' bishops ') that rule 

well be counted worthy of double honor, especially 
they who labor in the word and doctrine," i. e., who 
preach and teach the gospel. 
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Q. I3. Is there any other kind oj' bishop spoken 
if in the New Testament than teaching and ruling 
eiders? 

A. None whatever. 
Q. I4. What, then, is the meaning oj' t,~e term 

"bishop," as used ill Scripture? 
A. It means simply a teaching elder or a ruling 

elder, as already explained. 
Q. IS. Are there any true scriptural bishops in 

the Presbyterian Church? 
A. Yes, every ordained minister of the gospel 

is one. 
Q. f6. Has the teaching elder, or preacher oj' 

the gospel, allY more allthority in the government 
oj' the church than the rltling elder? 

A. None whatever. 
Q. f7. In 7£Jhat respect, tllell, does he dper 

from the ntling elder? 
A. He is called and set apart by the Holy Ghost 

to officially preach the gospel, and the ruling elder 
is not. 

Q. IS. Has one minister oj' the gospel any 
higher rank or position ill the church, or any more 
authority over it than another? 

A. He has not. 
Q. I9. What is this equality oj' ali ministers 0/ 

the gospel in rank, position and authority in the 
church called? 



30 THE PATTERN OF UU: H()'USE. 

A. The" p:uity of the ministry." 
Q. 20. When did t/~e idea of a prelatical h,/IOP, 

or one minister of the gospel exercising more power 
and authority over ot/lers, first creep into flle 
,hurch? 

~. Not until the church began to lose its early 
simplicity of worship and piety. ' 

Q. 21. What should be lhe character of all true 
bishops, both preachers of the gospel and ruling 
elders? 

A. Irreproachable in life and character, and ex­
amples to the flock. 

I TIM. iii. 2-7: "A bishop then must be blameless, 
the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good be­
havior, given to hospitality, apt to teach; not given to 
wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, 
'lot a brawler, not covetous; one that ruleth well his own 
house, having his children in subjeclion with all gravity; 
(for if a man know not how to rule his O'vn honse, how 
shall he take care of the church of God ?) N ct a novice, 

. kst being lifted up wilh pride he fall into ll.'e connemna· 
tion of the devil. Moreover he must have a good ,epO! < 

of them which are without; lest he fall into repra:lch 
and the snare of the devil." TITUS j. 6-9: "If any be 
blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful chilo 
dren not accused of riot or unruly. For a bishop must 
be blameless, as the steward of God; not self-wille.';, 110t 

. soon angry, not given to wine, no striker, not given to 
filthy' lucre; But a lover of hospitality, a lover of good 
men, sober, just, holy, temperate; Holding fast the 
faithful word as he hath been taught, tll'lt he may be 
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.lble by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince 
the gainsayers." I PETER v. 2, 3: "Feed the flock of 
God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, 
Dot by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but 

,' , of a ready mind; Neither as being lords OV':l' G.:>d's heri­
tage, but being ensamples to the flock." 

Q. 22. What are the duties of these" overseers" 
)'l'er the )lock of God? 

.A. To feed the flock of God, ~~,J act the part 
of under-shepherds. 

JOHN xxi. 15-17: "So when they l:~d dined, Jesus 
~J.ith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of ] onas, lovest than 
me more than these? He saith nnto him, Yea, Lord; 
thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed 
my lambs. He saith to him again the second time, 
Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto 
llim, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. lIe 
saith unto him, Feed my sheep. I-Ie saith unto him the 
third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter 
was grieved because he said unto him the third time, 
Lovest t[lOU me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou 
knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus 
saith unto him, Feed my sheep. " ACTS xx. 28: "Take 
heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over 
the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to 
feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with 
his own blood." I PETER v. 2, 3: "Feed the flock of 
God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, 
not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but 
of a ready mind; neither as being lords' over God's heri­
tage, but being ensamples to the flock." 
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CHAPTER VI. 

CHURCH GOVERNMENT-CONTINUED. 

RULING ELDERS AND DEACONS. 

Question I. What is the character of ruling 
elders, as laid down in the Bible J 

Answer. Like the teaching elders, they should 
be men of blamtless life, and sound in the faith. 

Q. 2. "YVhat are the duties 0./ the ruling elder 7 
A. To exercise government and discipline in 

the church, and to look after its spiritual interests. 
(See references already quoted. ) 

Q. 3. How should they live and act J 
A. In such a manner as to be examples to the 

flock over which they have been made overseers. 
Q. 4. Is there any other class of o/ficers in the 

church besides teaching and rlflillg elders? 
A. Yes, there are deacons. 
Q. 5 What is the meaning of the word" dea-

con" ? 

A. It means a "minister," or "servant." 
Q. 6. Why are deacons so called? 
A. Because they are to minister and serve 10 

the church. 
Q. 7. Where do we first read 0./ their appoint­

ment? 
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A. In the early church in Jerusalem. 
Q.8. Why were they then appointed? 
A. To attend to the wants of the Lord's poor. 
Q. 9. What are the dutie.r o.f tho deacon? 
A. To attend to the care of the poor, and to 

the collection and distribution of the offerings of 
the people for pious uses, under the direction of 
the session. 

Q. IO. What else? 
A. To the deacons, also, may be properly cl)m­

mitted the management of the temporal affairs of 
the church. 

Q. I I. What should be the character 0./ lhe: 
deacon? 

A. Like that of the ruling elder, he should be 
blameless in life, and sound in the faith. 

I TIM. iii. 8, 9: "Likewise must the deacons be 
grave, not double-tongued, not given to much wine, not 
greedy of filthy lucre; Holding the mystery of the faith 
in a pure conscience. " 

Q. I2. Do deacons have anything to do in tile 
government and discipline o.f the church? 

A. No, nothing whatever. 
Q. I3. By whom are ruling elders and deacohs 

chosen? 
A. By the members of the church who are 10 

good and regular standing. 
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Q. I4. For how long are both rulinJ{ elders 
and deacons elected? 

A. For life. 
Q. I5. May they neller be deprived of their oj­

fice? 
A. In some cases they may be honorably reo 

lieved of the duties of their office, in other cases 
they may be deposed. 

Q. I6. How are they set apart to their t1fice .~ 
A. By prayer and the laying on of the hands of 

the church session. 

I TIM. V. 21: "Lay hands suddenly on no man." 
ACTS xiv. 23: "And when they had ordained them eld­
ers in every church, and had prayed with fasting, they 
commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed.'; 

Q. I7. What is this called? 
A. Ordination. 

TITUS i. 5: "For this cause left I thee in Crete, 
that thou shouldest set in order the things that are want· 
ing, and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed 
thee. " 

Q. I8. Where is this usually done? 
A. In the presence of the congregation. 
Q. I9. How should elders be held and esteemed 

in the church? 
A. Very highly, because of their character and, 

their office. 
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I TRESS. V. 12: "And we beseech you, br~thren, to 
know them which labor among you, and are over you 
in the Lord, and admonish you; and to esteem them very 
highly in love for their work's sake." HEll. xiii. 17: 
"Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit 
yourselves; for they watch for your souls, as they that 
must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not 
with grief; for that is unprofitable for you." 

Q. 20. What other class ofPersoJls is necessary 
to constitute a regularly organized Pres!J.vterian 
Church? 

A. The private members. 
Q. 2I. How are they described in the Ne'lif 

Testament? 
A. As "saints," and as "the faithful in Christ 

Jesus." 
EpH. i. I: "Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by 

the will of God, to the saints which are at Ephesus, and 
to the faithful in Christ Jesus." 

Q. 22. What three classes of persons, then, are 
necessary to constitute a fUlly organized Presbyte-

: rian Church 1 
A. Ruling elders, deacons, and private mem­

bers. 
Q. 23. How does Paul describe them in his 

epistle to the first Christian church he organized 
in Europe 1 

A. As "saints, bishops, and deacons." 
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PHIL. i. I: "Paul and Timotheus, the servants o( 
Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus which are 
at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons." 

CHAPTER VII. 

CHURCH COV ERNMENT-coNcLuDED. 

THE COURTS OF THE CHURCH. 

Question I . What is the first or lowest court in 
tlte Presbyterian Clturch J 

Answer. The church session. 
Q. 2. Of whom does the church session consist? 
A. Of the pastor and ruling elders of a partic-

ular church. 
Q·3. -If the church should happen to be with-

out a pastor, who will constitute the session? 
A. The ruling elders alone.* 
Q. 4. lVhat are the duties of the church session? 
A. The spiritual government of the church. 
Q. 5. What does that mean J 
A. Everything connected with the government, 

discipline, welfare, growth, and prosperity of the 
church. 

* In case of there being only one elder, he can represent the church 
in the various courts of the church, and can attend to various other 

duties. But in cases of discipline, etc., the Presbytery would take 
the oversight. 



THE PATTERN OF THE HOUSE. 37 

Q. 6. What is the second, or next lowest, court 
in the Presbyterian Church? 

A. The Presbytery. 
Q. 7. Of whom does the Presbytery consist? 
A. Of all the ministers and one ruling elder 

from each church within a certain district. 
Q. 8. How many ministers and ruling elders 

must always be present to enable a Presbytery to 
meet and transact business? 

A. At least three ministers, and one ruling 
elder. 

Q.9. What is this called? 
A. Having a quorum. 
Q. IO. What are the duties of the Presbytery 7 
A. To exercise an oversight over all the minis-

ters and churches under its care. 
Q. I I. What else? 
A. To attend to whatever pertains to the wel­

fare, growth, and prosperity of those churches. 
Q. I2. Who only can ordain mzizislers, and li-

cense men to preach the gospel? 
A. The Presbytery. 
Q. IS- Is this one of their duties? 
A. Yes, whenever they are satisfied with the 

piety and proper qualifications of those seeking 
ordination or licensure. 

2 TIM. ii. 2: "And the things that thou hast heard 

4 
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of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to 
faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also." 

Q. hf.. How often does Presbytery mee! ? 
A. At least twice a year, and oftener if neces­

sary. 
Q. I5. What is the next hz;t;-Iter court to the 

Presbytery? 
A. The Synod. 
Q. I6. Of what docs Synod consist? 
A. Of three or more adjoining Presbyteries. 
Q. Ii. What is the meaning' of the word 

Synod? 
A. It means a coming or assembling together. 
Q. I8. What are the ditties of the Synod? 
A. To exercise a review and control over the 

1 ';'csbyteries belonging to it. 
Q. I9. How often does the Synod meet? 
A. Usually once a year. 
Q. 20. If/hat is the 1lext highest cOllrt to the 

S)'llod? 
A. The General Assembly. 
Q. 2I. Of what docs the Gmeral Assembly 

consist? 
A. Of ministers and ruling elders chosen from 

each of the Presbyteries of the whole church. 
Q. 22. What are these persolls called? 
A. Commissioners to the Assembly. 
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Q. 23. Why are they so called? 
A. Because they are commissioned by the 

Presbyteries to meet together and transact the 
business of the church. 

Q. 24. Who elects or appoints them? 
A. Each Presbytery elects its own commlS' 

51Oners. 
Q.25. I£ow many are elected from each Pres­

bytery? 
A. One minister and one ruling elder, unless 

the Presbytery is entitled to more. 
Q. 26. How large must the Presbytery be to 

entitle it to more than one set of commissioners? 
A. It must consist of more than twenty-four 

ministers. 
Q. 27. What is the presiding o/.ficer in each of 

these church courts called? 
A. The Moderator. 
Q. ;?cf. What are the duties of the General 

Assembly ? 

A. To exercise a control and oversight over 
all the churches. 

Q. 29- fIow are its decisions to be regarded? 
A. With great respect and veneration, because 

being the decisions of the highest court in the 
church. 

ACTS xvi. 4; "And as they went through the cities, 
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they delivered them the decrees for to keep, that were 
ordained of the apostles and elders which were at Jeru­
salem." 

Q.30. Are they to be regarded as infallible or 
free from mistake? 

A. By no means, because all councils of the 
church may, and do sometimes, err. 

Q.3I. What do you mean by infallible? 
A. Incapable of erring or making mistakes. 
Q.32. Are there any infallible persons on the 

earth, either in the church or out of it? 
A. No, there are none. 
Q. 33. Does any body of men make such a 

daim? 
A. Yes, the Church of Rome claims infalli­

bility for its Pope. 
Q. 34. In what does it claim this infallibility 

for its Pope? 
A. In all his official decisions and judgments. 
Q. 35. What do you mean by his o/ftcial deci­

sions and Judgments? 
. A. When he speaks, decides, or pronounces 
judgment as Pope. 

Q. 36. Who is the only infallible Ifead of the 
church? 

A. Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Q. 37. What is the only infallible rule of faith 

and practice 1 
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A. The Bible. 

PSALM xix. 7: "The law of the Lord is perfect, 
converting the soul: the testimony of the Lord is sure, 
making wise the sill1ple." PSALM cxix. 105: "Thy word 
is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path." 2 TIM. 
iii. IS: " ... the holy Scriptures, which are able to make 
thee wise unto salvation." 

Q. 3<f. Should all decisions and judgments of 
church courts and church councils be judged by 
that standard, the Bible J 

A. Yes, they should always be so judged. 
Q. 39. How would you now deuribe the Pres­

byterian Churr:h in her form of government as 
distinguished/rom other bodies of Christendom J 

A. The Presbyterian Church has four principal 
features in her church government which distin­
guish her from all other Christian bodies. 

Q. 40. What are they? 
A. Her government is by elders chosen by the 

people, as their representatives and rulers, whether 
in the highest or lowest courts. 

Q. 4I. What is the second distinguishing fea­
ture 1 

A. All her ordained ministers of the gospel are 
equal in power and authority in the church, and 
no one is superior to another in rank and posi­
tion. 
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Q. 42. What is this called? 
A. The" parity of the ministry." 
Q. 43 . . What is the third distinguishing jea­

ture? 
A. Her system of courts of review and con­

trol. 
Q. 44. What does that mean? 
A. That each court, beginning with the Session 

and extending to the Assembly, has a higher court 
above it to review its proceedings and correct 
whatever mistakes may have been made. 

Q. 45. What advantage is there ill this? 
A. It secures the rights of every individual in 

the church, and lessens the liability of inflicting 
wrong or injustice upon anyone. 

Q. 46. What is the jourth distinguishing jea­
ture? 

A. The supreme Headship of Jesus Christ as 
Lord alone of the conscience and Head uf the 
church. 

Q. 47. These are features that distinguish her 
ilt her constitutioll and principles if government. 
Are there any other things jor which the Pres­
byterian Church has been particularly distin­
guished? 

AYes, there are quite a number of things. 
Q. 48. What are some if them? 
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A. Insisting on an educated ministry j attac;h­
ing great importance to family training j having 
the people educated in sound doctrine j incul­
cating obedience to all lawful authority j respecting 
the rights of conscience j besides earnestly em­
phasizi~g all those great doctrines on which all 
evangelical churches agree, such as repentance, 
faith, regeneration, atonement, justification, sancti­
fication, and godly living. 

Q. 49. What ./orm 0./ civil governmeJlt most 
nearly resembles the Presbyterian Form 0./ Church 
Government 1 

A. The Republican form of government.'" 

"There can be little doubt but that the Constitution of the 
United States was modeled atter that of the Presbyteriau Church, 
or at least that the influence of the emi:l.ent Presbyterians who 
assisted in its formation w&a greatly1'elt. Besides having some 
very able men who were Prf!sbyterians, both ministers and ruliI.;g 
elders, among the framers of the Constitution, the system of 
government by representatives chosen by the peeple, and the 
system of courts of review and control, to which appeals can 
always be made, show snch a marked similari!y to the Presby­
terian Form of Government as to leave littlo doubt that the 
similarity was Bometbin,{ more than accidental. The Presby~ 
urian bias of the men who framed that Constitution appears in 
all the prinCipal features of its frame· work. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

DISCipLINE. 

Question I. What is the meanill![ of the word 
"discipline" ? 

Answer. In church usages, it means instruc­
tion, correction, control, and the execution of 
the laws by which the church is governed. 

Q. 2. Is it ever used ill a more limited sense? 
A. Yes, it is sometimes used simply to describe­

the treatment accorded by the church to offen­
ders. 

Q.3. In the exercise of disciplille what cen­
sures may church courts inflict ? 

A. Admonition or warning, suspension, excom­
munication, and deposition. 

Q. 4. What do you mean by admonition or 
warning? 

A. The formal reproof of an offender, accom­
panied with counsel against a fault. 

Q. 5. Ti' hat do )'OU mean by suspension? 
A. Depriving one of church privileges, either 

indefinitely or for a limited time. 
Q. 6. What do you mean by excommunication 7 
A. Expulsion from the communion of the 

church, which is inflicted by pronouncing a 
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solemn sentence, in the name and by the au­
thorityof Christ, against the offender. 

I COR. xvi. 22: "If any man love not the Lord 
Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema." I TIM. i. 20: "Of 
whom is Hymeneus and Alexander; whom I have deliv­
ered unto Satan, that they may learn not to blaspheme." 
J COR. v. 3-5: "For I verily, as absent in body, but 
present in spirit, have judged already, as though I were 
present, concerning him that hath so done this deed, in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered 
together, and my spirit, with the power of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to deliver such a one unt'o Satan for the 
destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in 
the day of the Lord Jesus." 

Q. 7. f/Vhat is deposition? 
A. The degradation of an officer from his 

office. 
Q. 8. By whom is discipline to be exercised? 
A. The Presbytery exercises discipline over 

ministers, the Session over the members of its 
own church. 

Q. 9. What is the design 0.1 discipli1le ? 
A. To benefit both the offender and the 

church. 
Q. £0. How should it always be administered? 
A. In meekness and gentleness, and with pa­

rental kindness and love. 

2 TIM. ii. 25, 26: "In meekness instructing those 
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that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give 
them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; and 
that they may recover themselves out of the snare oi the 
devil, who are taken captive by him at his will." 

Q. I I. How should discipline be received? 
A. In humility and meekness. 
Q. I2. Wltat iffect should it have? 
A. It should lead the disciplined person to 

repentance for the offence committed, and to a 
return to duty. 

Q. I3. W/zat should be the ail'll and endeavor 
of eZlery member of the church? 

A. So to live as not to require the exercise of 
discipline. 

CHAPTER IX. 

WORsHIP. 

Question I. Tv whom only should religious 
worship be paid? 

Allswer. To God only. 

EXODUS xx. 4, 5: "Thou shalt not make unto thee 
any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that 
is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or 
that is in the water under the earth: thou shalt not bow 
down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the Lord 
thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth gen-

____ ~ __________________________________________ ~J 
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eralion.of them that hate me.)) DEUT. vi. 13, 14: ,. Thou 
shalt fear the Lord lhy .God, and serve him, and shalt 
swear by his mime. Ye shall not go after other gods, of 
the gods of the people which are round about you." 

Q. 2. Why to him 01lly? 
A. Because he only is our Creator, Preserver, 

and Redeemer, and therefore he only is entitled 
to it. 

Psal m xlv. II: "He is thy Lord, and worship thou 
him." 

Q. 3. What day has God especially set a/art 
ior his public and private 7i'or~hip ? 

A. The Se.bbath day. . . . 
Q. 4. In what commandment is the worship oj 

this day particularly enjoined i 
A. in the Fourth Commandment. 
Q. 5. Repeat the Fourth Commandment? 
A . . " Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it 

holy. Six days shalt thon labor, and do all thy 
work: but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the 
Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do any wo!k, 
thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manser­
vant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy 
stranger that is within thy gates: for in six days 
the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and 
all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: 
wherefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day, and. 
hallowed it." . 
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Q. 6 . . How should the Sabbath be spent 7 
A. As a day of spiritual rest, refreshment and 

devotion. 
Q. 7. Why is it called the" Lord's day" .1 
A. Because it commemorates the resurrection 

of our Lord from the dead and is consecrated 
peculiarly to him. 

Q. 8. }Vhal should be the character of allwor­
ship to God, in public or in private? 

A. It should be reverent, devout, and sincere. 
Q. 9. In whose name should all our worship 

to God be t1Jered.l 
A. In the name of Christ only. 
Q. IO. Why so? 
A. Because "there is none other name under 

heaven given among men whereby we must be 
saved," and there is no other "mediator between 
God and men" than" the man Christ Jesus." 

Q. I I. What constitute the principal parts rj 
public worship? 

A. Prayer, praise, and the reading of God's 
word and the expounding of it, commonly known 
as preaching. 

Q. I2. Are there any forms of worship laid 
dOWN ill Scripture to which our worship is to be 
conformed? 

A. No, none whatever. 

J 
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Q. I3. Is not the Lord's prayer such a form, 
and one that should always be used? 

A. The Lord's prayer may be used very pro­
perly and accceptably in public worship, but it is 
not obligatory on the worshipper so to use it. 

Q. I4. How should the reading and hearing of 
God's word always be done? 
. A. God's word should always be read and 

heard, both in public and in private, as the word 
of God, and reverently heeded and obeyed. 

Q. I5. Is it material what posture in prayer is 
adopted by God's people? 

A. No, because acceptable worship does not 
depend upon our posture in prayer. 

Q. I6. What dijJerent positions in prayer are 
mentioned in Scripture as having been adopted by 
God's people at different times and under dijJerent 
circumstances? 

A. Standing, kneeling, sitting, and prostrating 
one's self on the ground. 

I KINGS viii. 22: "And Solomon stood before the 
altar of the Lord in the presence of all the congregation 
of Israel, and spread forth his hands toward heaven: and 
he said, Lord God of Israel," etc. Luke xviii. 13: "And 
the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much 
as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, say­
ing, God be merciful to me a sinner." PSALM xcv. 6: 
"0 come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel 

~ 
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before the Lord our maker." 2 SAM. vii. 18: "Then 
went king David in, and sat before the Lord. Ilnd he 
said, Wh,o am I, 0 Lord God," etc. PSALM lxxii. I I : 

"Yea, all kings shall fall down before him: all nations 
shall serve him." 

Q. I7. Why does the Presbyterian Church 
generally adopt the standing posture in her public 
worship 1 

A. Because standing with bowed and uncov­
ered head, besides being scriptural, is the posture 
everywhere recognized as the posture of reverence 
and deference to a Superior Being. 
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