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INTRODUCTION‘ ,

t

AN ¥ fentms perfons hasre latcly cxpreﬂ'ed ares
- greti that no publication,. devoted to the con-

veyance of réligious intélligence, exifts in the United
States. While: the prefles throughout the union are:
teeming -with litérary and political journals, they have
laménted-tlidt a0 convenient medium is found for con=
vey Cg tothe public information relative to the ftate of
hurch, and the profperity or decline of that king-
dom whofe interefts they efteem more impostant than
thofe of ‘any temporal fovercignty. This deficitncyis
the more to lie regretted, ds, %rl:)m the feattesed ftate of
our American-churches over an immenfe tetritory, com-
rhunication befween them is rendered difficult; if: not
riext to impraticable, by any ordinary means Hence
it is that the ftate of religion in one. part of our coun-
try is-rarely known to thofe refiding:in another.. The
moft illuftricus triumphs.of: grace: ave heard of only in:
. @ {mall circle: and fome of the mioft interefting articles
of .information, refpeQing the difplays of Divine power-
in the ‘converfion of finners, and the promulgation of
evangelical truth-among the heathen in our. own land,
have been altogether unknown amoung' ourfelves, until.
they reached us. through the medium.of. forclgn pub--
" lications. .. ..
. VoL, I. No. r. A



« N

C&arge to the fuft Miffonary. 23

yosr courfe with joy, and the minifiry whick you have re-

cesved of the Lord Fefus, to tefisfy the gofpel of the grace

" of God. Your work is moft honourable. ¢ 1 had rather

die a miffionary,” faid one, * than live a monarch, for
fuch ftars mutt differ from all other flars in glory.”* We
commit you to the guidance and prote&ion of God.
‘We fhall bear you continually in oy#*minds to his
throne of grace in our private devetions, and in the
aflemblies of his people. The faithful in every part of
the world, daily offer up prayers in your behalf, . Be
encouraged, above all, by the promife of him to whom
all power fs given in heaven and in earth, and who hath
faid, Lo, 1 am with you alway. May you be inftrus
mental in turning many of the heathen to righteoufnefs,
who thall be your kope, your joy, and your crown of rejoic-
ing, in the prefence of our Lord Fefus Chriff, at his coming.

'# The Rev. Edward Parsons, in his charge to the missionaries
going to Africa.

R

4 Charge to the Rev. Mr. Fofeph Bullen, firff Mifionary
to the Indians, from the New-York Miffionary Society
Jor propagating the Gofpel among the Heathen; delivered
by Apposntment of the Society, in the New Dutck
Church, March 21, 1799. By John Rodgers, D. D.
fenior Minifier of the United Prefbyterian Churches in
the City of New-York, and Prefident of [aid Society.

REVEREND AND DEAR BROTHER,

HE charater in which you ftand before this af

I fembly is highly important, and peculiarly in-
terefting to all who regard the fouls of men, and the
profperity of the Redeemer’s kingdom.—You ftand
here as the firft meffenger employed by the New-York
Miffionary Society, to carry the glad tidings of falva~

- tion to the heathen on our borders, who are perifhing

for lack of knowledge.
VYor.I. No. 1.
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26 Charge to the firff Miffionars.

You have the honour to be the firft in entering upor
thofe labours which the liberality of our Chriftian
brethren has enabled us to commence, and to which we
hope others, proyided by the great Lord of the harveft,
will foon follow you.” Every pious heart within thefe
walls. feels a tender intereft in your undertaking, and
beats high with.anxious hope for the refult of your mif-
fion!

You are entering upon a new and untried fcene of
labour. Though you have been for fome years clothed
with "the honourable charatter of an ambaflador of
Chrift, you cannot but be fenfible, that the field of
minifterial exertion to which you are haftening, is -
widely different from that to which you bhave been
hitherto accuftomed. You are going to a region which
the joyful found of the gofpel has never yet reached—
to a howling wildernefs, where the arts of civilized life
are almoft unknown—to a people covered with the

-, gloog of ignorance, fuperftition and barbarifm. You

are about to take upon yourfelf the mighty tafk of pro-
claiming the good news of falvation through a crucified
Saviour, to thofe who never heard of his name, and of
carrying the light of the Sun of Righteoufnefs to thofe
who are fitting in the region dnd fhadow of death.
‘Who can tell the confequences of this folemn under-
taking! Who can calculate how deeply the glory of
God—the intereft of the Redeemer’s kingdom—and
the falvation of millions yet unborn, may be involved
in this miffion!

Permit me, thercfore, my dear brother, before we
bid you adiett, permit me, with all plainnefs and affec-
tion, in the name of the Society to which you are en-
gaged, to offer you a few words of parting council, and
to commend you, by prayer, to the great Head of the
Church. .

And, in the firft place, Let me entreat you to main-
tain an holy jealoufy, and an unremitted watchfulnefs
over your own heart. This is of the utmoft import-
ance, whether you regard your comfort or your uleful-
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nefs. - Irkfome indeed will the labours of the wilder-
nefs be, unlefs you have grace in lively exercife—un-
lefs you are habitually animated by ardent love to Chrift,

and by a tender concern for precious and immortal fouls; -~

Nor can it be reafonably expected, that the duties of
your miffion will be difcharged with fuch diligence and
zeal, as to promife much fuccefs, unlefs you are care-
ful to keep alive in your own breaft, a deep fenfe of the
importance of the truft committed to you; and unlefs
an holy ambition to advance your Mafter’s kingdom,
fire your bofom," and daily ftir'up the energies of your
foul. And here, let me remind you, dear Sir, that the
circumftance of your being far removed from your
brethren in the miniftry, and from the Chriftian focie-
ty which you have hitherto enjoyed, will render pecu-
liar attention to this point neceffary. You have been
accuftomed to the animating converfation, and the con-
foling intercourfe, of Chriftian friends: But in the dif«
tant region to which you are going, you will bg in a
great meafure cut off from thefe fources of improve.
ment and confolation. The moft you can expeé& from
the objects of your miffion, will be the kindnefs of fa-
vage barbarifm, and occafional miniftrations to the
wants of your body; you can expe& to find no fpiritual
helpers among them—no gracious heart that will an-
{wer to your own, as face anfwereth to face in a glafs. In
this fituation it will be your intereft and your duty to
be more than ordinarily engaged in communing with
God, and with your own heart—See that proper motives
animate all your exertions, and dire& all your labours
—Guard equally againft that felfith ambition which
may lead you aftray, and that criminal flot!f which will
tempt you to fhrink from the toils of your important
embafly. Make it your daily ftudy to live near to God,
and to endure as feeing him who is invifible.  Watch and
Pray that you enter not into temptation. Seek after a con-
tinual increafe of that precions faith which raifes the foul
more and more above the vanities and the'difficulties of
this world—Study to grow in that holv love. which
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hopeth all things, believeth all things, and ENDURETHR
@l things. Grow in grace, and in the knowledge of your
Lord and Saviour Jefus Chriff. Thus mayyou expe
to perform your arduous labours with comfort to your-
fclt_x,)e and with ufefulnefs to the fouls of men.

"In the fecond place, While you exercife a folicit-
ous care over your own heart, ftudy to deliver to the
poor heatheh the plain, genuine and unadorned gofpel
of Chrift. We charge you before God, that you know
nothing among them, [ave Jefus Chrift, and him crucified.
Never fuffer yourfelf to {fubftitute human devifes for
the fimplicity of evangelical truth, Believe it, my bro-
ther, if ever you fucceed in converting the heathen from
fin to holinefs, and from Satan to the living God, it muft
be by the pwre. gofpel of the Savivur. This is the fharp
two-edged fword, whick pierceth even to the dividing afun-
der af/oul and [pirit, and of the joinis sud marrow ; and
which difcerneth the thoughts and intents of the heart.

. This is the weapon which is mighty through God, to the
" pulling dows of firong holds, and whick bringetk every

thought into captivity to the obedience of Chriff. Diligently
_endeavour, then, 1n your public preaching, and in your
"..private canferences, toimprefs upon their rude minds, that

‘all have finned and come fhort of the glory of God—that by

the works of the law na flefh living can be gufiified—ithat
finners are juftified, freely by God's grace, through the re-

demption that is in Ghriff Jefus—and that Ais blood cleanf-
eth from all fin.—Do not wafte your time #n doting about
queftions and firifes of words; or in difcuffing the fub-
tilties of palemic divinity. Do not imagine that you
will be able to remove all the objections which the car-
nal mind may make to evangelical truth; and therefore
do not dwell on thefe, but rather imitate the condu&
of the apoftles, who infift much on the fall and depra.
vity of man ; on the incarnation, the bumjliation, the
atonement, and the glory of Jefus Chrift. Endeavour
often to give fimple and affeting recitals of his love, his
- fufferings, his death, his refurretion, and his afcenfion
to glory; and the obligations we are under to the un-
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fearchable richesof his grace—Take every opportunity of
impreffing thefe truths on their minds; deliver them
with plainnefs, with pungency, and with affeGion—
not in the enticing words of man’s wifdom, but in demon-
Sration of the [pirst and of power—And for this pur-
pofe, let the fcriptures of truth be your daily fludy, and
the great ftandard of yout preaching. This facred vo-
lume contains at once your commiffion and your in-
ftru&tions—Keeping clofe to this, as the rule of your-
miniftry, and living near to the Lord Jefus, as the
Captain of your falvation, you may fafely truft hint for
the fruits of all your labours. :

Once more, Let your example among the heathen
correfpond with your preaching—let your converfation
be a living comment on the pure gofpel, which you re-
commend to them—teftify to them every day, that the
religion which you preach has its proper effe& on your
own heart and life—and that you are by grace yourfelf
what you would perfuade them to be. . If they fee you

-

»

violating thofe precepts of uprightnefs, temperance, pu- . -

rity and univerfal bolinefs, which,you will of courfe de-
liver to them, it will difgrace your charatter and deftroy’
your ufefulnefs. An immoral minifter of the gofpel is
every where an odious and a mifchievous charater; but
an immoral miffonary, an“unholy meflenger of falvation
to the benighted -heathen, is peculiarly odious, and
is likely to be an hundred fold more mifchievous : For
while the uncultivated favage is oftentimes fhrewd and
difcerning, and is foon fhocked with the inconfiftency
of fuch a charater, he is deprived of‘thofe advantages,
which, if enjoyed, might take away, in fome meafure,
the force of fuch fatal example—and thus lre is left to
all its deftructive influence—and is hereby .tempted to
loathe and fhun a religion which bas fuch profeflors. Be
careful then,..to walk worthy of your high calling, in all
lowline(s and meeknefs—letting your light fo fhine before
the heathen, that they may fee your good works, aud glorify
your Kather who is in heaven.

. And here I would, in an efpecial manner, enjoiit i~
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upon you, to exhibit to the favage tribes among whony
you may labour, upon all occafions, that frank, open and
difinterefted character, that is always impreffive, even
on the minds of barbarians. Never give them caufe
* to fufpe@ you of mercenary motives, or of hidden and
difengenuous defigns. All experience proves that the
moment any thing of this kind is difcovered, your in-
fluence will be at an end. Let your-diligence, your
Zeal, your felf-denial and mortification to the world, °
convince them, that you f[eek #ol THEIRS, b4l THEM—
that the governing end of all your labours is to promote
their- temporal and eternal happinefs. Accommodate
yourfelf, as far as the purity of the gofpel will admit, to
their cuftoms and their prejudices—and let your apofto-
lic zeal be tempered with that apoftolic prudence, which
became all things to all men, that he might gain fome. Be
wife as a ferpent, and harmlefs as a dove. :
In a word, my dear btrothgr, you have every reafon to
» €xpeft that you will meet with many trials, and even
wormidable difficulties. You will have to contend with
the perils of the wildernefs, and with the numerous in-
conveniences of barbarous life. You will have to en-
counter the obftacles arifing from the ferocious temper,
the roving difpofition, the fuperftitious prejudices, and
the profound ignorance of the heathen tribes to which
you are going. In addition to the numerous difcourage-
ments which ordinarily befet the ambaffador of Chrift,
you will have many peculiar to your fituation as a mif-
fionary among the heathen. Thefe are confiderations
which, werg there nothing to counterbalance them,
would appal the ftouteft heart.

But let noe of thefe things move you. Remember the
divine comnfifiion, Go ye into all the world, and preack
the gofpel 1o evéby Breature. And remember the gracious
promife with which it was accompanied—¢ Lo I am
with you alway, even unto the end of the world”” Go in
the name, and in the ftrength, therefore, of the mighty
God of Jacob! Endire kardnefs as a good foldier of Fefus
kehriff.  Gount not even your life dear unto you, that vru
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way finifk your courfe witk joy, and fuccefsfully accom-

lifh the great ends of the miniftry you have received

rom the Lord Jefus. Happy and honoured indeed will
you be, if God fhould make you an inftrument of haf-
tening on the glorious period, when 24e defert fhall re-.
Jjoice and bloffom as the rofe—whken thofe who are afar off
JShall be brought nigh by the blood of Chrifi—when the kea-
then fhall be given to him for an inheritance, andthe utter-
moft parts of the earth for a poffefion—and when all thg.
. ends of the earth fhall fee the falvation of oux God. Go
in peace! May you have grace to be faithful unto death !
and when ke chief Shepherd fhall appear, may you receive
a crown of glory that fadeth not away! Amen.

Pafloral Letter from the General Affembly of the Prefbyte-
wian Churck in the United States of America to the
Clurches under their cate: ‘

\

DearA Friends, and Brethren, ¢

EING, by the favour of Divine Providence, con-
ftitutionally convened, in General Affembly, for

the purpofe of deliberating upon thofe affairs which re-
fpect the welfare and intereft of that branch of Chrift’s
church more immediately under our care and fuperin-
' tendance, and having made particular inquiry into the
prefent ftate of the religious focieties and churches with-
in our limits, and of pratical religion among them, to-
gether with the probable means of promoting the prof-
perity, and increafing the {pirit and power of vital piety
and godlinefs throughout our country;,we efteem it
our duty to communicate to you the gefult of our in-.
quiries and deliberations on thefe important fubjeés;
to fuggeft to you thofe duties which we fuppofe parti-
cularly incumbent on you, and fuch confiderations as
may feem beft calculated, ina proper manner, to affe&t’
and influence you, S





