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THE following difcourfe, when delivered from
the pulpit, was divided, fo'as to form two addrefles ;
one of which was made in the morning, and the
other in the aftcmoon.‘ Even with this divifion, it
was found neceffary ta omit feveral paragraphs,
which feemed pro,p;r to be introduced, on review-

ing it for the prefs.
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DISCOURSE.
N W

II. CHRON : xv. Ch. 2d. verfe.

~——* Hear ye me, Afa,and all Yudah and Benjamin,
“the Lord is with you while ye be with him. And if

- ye feek him be will be found of you ; but if ye for-
JSake bim, he will forfake you.”’

THE proclamation of the Chief Magiftrate
of the nation which calls us to the fervice of this
day, ftates, as the fpecial reafon of the call, that
itis «a feafon of difficulty and danger” to our
common country. That fuch is the fa&t, no one

in this affembly will pretend to deny. Not an in-

dividual who ferioufly contemplates our national

fituation, can forbear to confefs, that, on every

hand, dangers threaten and difficulties befet us. To

any one who fhould fuggeft a fure, pradticable and

ealy plan, for maintaining our honour and preferv.

ing our civil and religious rights, it would be ac-
B
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knowledged that every ear fhould liften with at-
tention, and every heart offer a tribute of thanks.
My brethren,—a prophet of Jehovah offers you this
very plan in the words of my text. The facred -
herald proclaims it to you this hour, as really as he
did to the favourite people of heaven in ancient
times :—As really as he then faid—¢ Hear ye me
Afa, and all Judah and Benjamin,” he now fays—
¢ Hear ye me, rulers and people of America !—
The Lord is with you while ye be with him—If ye
feek him he will be found of you.” This,I affirm,
is a fure plan for national defence and profperity :
¢ For if Gob be for us who can be againft us !"’—
‘What wifdom can contend with omnifcience? what
power can refift omnipotence ? ¢ Aflociate your-
- felves O ye people, and ye fhall be broken in pieces ;
and give ear all ye of far countries; gird yourfelves,
and ye fhall be broken in pieces : gird yourfelves
and ye fhall be broken in pieces. Take counfel te-
gether and it fhall come to nought ; fpeak the word
and it fhall not ftand ; for Gop is with us.” Nay,
-more—the plan of the prophet is not only effe&tu-
al, but it is b¢ only one that can be effetual. The
fame veracity which gives the comfortable aflurance,
- on one condition, conneds with it ap awful alter-
native on another. ¢ If ye forfake Gop he will
forfake you.”—1If, forgetful of your dependeace on
Jehovah, ye violate- his laws and contemn his ordi-
pances, his prote&ion and favour will be taken from
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you, and then cometh confufion and every evil work.
Left to youtfelves, you will fpeedily become the
prey of your enemies or work out your own deftruc-
tion. Vain will be all your devices, feeble all your
prowefs and unavaxhng all your exertions. ¢ For
there is no wifdom, nor underftanding, nor coun-
fel againt the Lord.” —His hand will find you out,
and with juft difpleafure will feal your final ruin.

- Thus have I given what I take to be the true im-
port of the text, and with that dire& application
to our own circumftances, whichI hope may en.
gage our ferious attention to it—That the ftatement
you have heard is juft, 1 fhall endeavour to prove,
in eitablifhing the following propofition, in which it
is comprifed,—~mnamely,---The nation that adheres
to the laws of Gob fhall be proteéted and profpered
by him, but the nation that forfakes and dxfregards
thofe laws hewill deftroy.

. In difcuffing this do&rine, it will not be neceflary
to give a feparate freatment to its contrafted parts.
More advantage may be derived from confidering,
in connexion, the nature, both of that obedience
and difobedience which is contemplated, and of that
benefit or injury, which feverally refults from them.

~ Firft, then, let us confider what is that adhe-
tence or obedience to the divine laws, which will
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infure to a nation the protection and blefling of hea-
ven; and from which we may alfo, fee, that de-
ficiency or difobedience, on which the threatening
is pronounced.

The obedience tontemplated is defcribed in the
text by being or remaining with Gop, and by Jfeek-
ing bim. In this, I think, all muft allow there is
implied, that a nation pay fome general and fincere
regard to thofe laws and obligations of duty, which
the light it poffeffes, manifefts to be of divine infti-
tution and fanttioned by the divine authority. Rea-
fon and fcripture evince, in the cleareft manner, the
juftice of this demand. If reafon remonitrates
againft the iniquity of requiring men to obey laws,
of which they have had no knowledge, and to walk
by light which they have never feen, the equally en-
forces their obligation to obey every equitable law
with which they are acquainted, and to aét agreea-
bly to the beft information which they have receiv-
ed. In other words, it is one of the plaineft dic-
tates of reafon, that men fhould be anfwerable for
their. impravement of the advantages they poffefs,
and for nothing more. Accordingly we find that
infpiration, which is reafon purified from all error,
exprefles this principle, thus,-----*¢ That -fervant
which knew his Lord’s will, and prepared not him-
felf, neither did according to his will, fhall be beat-
en with many ftripes. But he that knew not, and
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“did commit things worthy of ftripes, fhall be beaten

with' few ftripes. For unto whomfoever much is
given, of him thall much be required ; and to whom
men have committed much, of him they will atk
the more.---Therefore, to him that knoweth to do
good, and doth it not, tohimitisfin.”” This rule
muft be as applicable to nations as to individuals,
for of individuals, nations are compofed. Let us
apply it, then, to the cafe before us, and fee what
will be its refult, as it relates to Heathens, Jews
and Chriftians.

- Of the Heathen nations the account given by un-
erring truth, is as follows—*¢ The wrath of Gop
is revealed from heaven again(t all ungodlinefs and
unrighteoufnefs of men, who hold the truth in un-.
righteoufnefs. Becaufe that which may be known
of Gob is manifeft in them, for Gop hath fhowed
it unto them. - For the invifible things of him, from
the creation of the world, are clearly feen, being
underftood by the things that are made, even his
eternal power and Godhead ; fo that they are with-
out excufe.”” And again— When the Gentiles
which have not the law, do by nature the things
contained in the law, thefe, having not the law,
are a law unto themfelves ; which fthow the work
of the law written upon their hearts, their con-
{cience, allo, bearing witnefs, and their thoughts,
the mean while, accufing or elfe excufing one ano-
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ther.”’ From this it appears that the Heathen
nations, tho’ deftitute of a revelation, had ftill fo
many advantages from the light of nature itfelf, as
fo render them inexcufable when they violated the
great principles of duty either to Gop or man. To
acknowledge the exiftence, the providence, and ma-
ny of the perfe&tions of the Supreme Being, to be
fenfible of their dependance on him in all their con-
cerns, to realize their indebtednefs to him for all
their enjoyments, to confefs to him their guilt and
unworthinefs, to implore his favour, and to depre-
cate his difpleafure, was a fervice which, even in

their circumftances, might reafonably be demand- .

edof them. The law, alfo, which was written on
their hearts, or difcoverable from natural reafon,
was fufficient to teach them the duties of juftice,
truth, hemanity and benevolence, toward each
other. How little ofall this was actually found
among thofe nations, is well known to thofe who
are acquainted with the melancholy hiftory of their
moral and religious ftate. But the rule of their
duty was fuch as has been ftated, and as far as they
manifefted any colour or degree of conformity to
it in their external condu& or national chara&er,
the divine mercy and condefcenfion, as we fhall fee
hereafter, treated them as coming within the con.
dition on which protetion and profperity in this
world, are promifed and beftowed. But when all
regard to the moral and religious principles that

\
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have been recited, became extin&t among them asa
people, then they fubjected themfelves to the threat-’
ened penalty.

To the Hebrew nation, the knowledge of the
true Gob was clearly revealed. The unity and fpi-
rituality of his effence; the infinity, eternity, puri-
ty and holinefs of his nature and attributes; his
creation, and his abfolute and immediate govera-
ment of the world ; his moral laws ; and his pur-
pofes of grace and mercy toward penitent finners ;
were manifefted to this people, in the fulleft, moft
unequivocal, and moft impreflive manner. Their
national polity itfelf was a theocracy, or mode of
government in which the Deity fuftained to them,
not only the common relation of fupreme governor
of the world, but alfo that of a civil chief. He
di&tated all their political inflitutions ; he prefided

~pver the adminiftration of them ; and with a view
to fecure them againtt falling into that ignorance of
himfelf, that idolatry, fuperftition and immorality,
which, at this time, chara&terized and degraded all
the other nations of the world, as well as to be a

“fhadow of  good things to come, he inftituted a
complicated ritual of ceremonial obfervances and
temporary regulations. Thele advantages laid the
Jews under higher and more numerous obligations
to moral and religious purity than any other na.sn

_ then exifting. It was, alfo, manifeftly incumbent
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on them to regard, with' facred exaltnels, even

*thofe ceremonial rites, which had been enjoined by .
divine authority with the moft wife and bene.
volent intention. Here, then, we have their rule
of duty. Whilethey walked agreeably to thefe ad-
vantages and inftitutions they might be faid to abide
with Gop and to feek him. When they departed
from thefe they were faid to forfake him. The ob-
fervance of thefe things is precifely the ground of
the promife in the text,—the promife of the divine
prefence and protetion, with all its happy confe-
quences. On the contrary, their departure from
the rule of duty which has been fpecified, fubje&-
ed them to the threatened derelition and difpleas
fure of Gop, with all its ruinous effets.

Under the chriftian difpenfation we have ftill a
new acceffion of light. In addition to the know-
ledge of the Deity, and of his laws and defigns,
which the ancient Hebrews poffefled, we have a
bright difplay of the very method in which his pur-
pofes of mercy toward our fallen race are fully car-
ried into effet. ¢ He who fpake unto them by the
prophets hath, in thefe laft days, {fpoken unto us
by his fon, whom he hath appointed heir of all
things, by whom alfo he made the world”’—who is
¢ Immanuel, Gop with us.” By him ¢ we have
sltived the atonement.” We are diftin&ly inform-
ed, that *he was made fin for us, who knew no
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fin, that we might be made the righteoufnefs of
Gop inhim.”” Weare affured that by faith in him
¢ we are juftified without the deeds of the law.”
To us it has been declared by divine authority, that
¢ all men fhould honour the Son, even as they ho-
nour the Father,” and that ¢ he that honoureth
not the Son, honoureth not the Father who hath
fent him.” We have received information, more
diftin& than was given under the Mofaic ceconomy,
of the miffion and work of the blefled Spirit of Gop,
emphatically ftiled ¢ the Comforter’””—We are told
that man, ¢ dead by nature in trefpaffes and fins,”
can be faved only by ¢ the wafhing of regeneration
and the renewing of the Holy Ghoft.”” The fpiri-
tuality and extent of the divine law is more com-
pletely unfolded to us than to the Jews, and the
do&rine more powerfully inculcated that ¢ without
holinefs no man fhall fee the Lord.” The obliga-
tions to juftice, benevolence, charity, meeknefs,
kindnefs, forgivenefs, and every good work, are
moft powerfully enforced. ¢ Life and immortali.
ty is brought to light by the gofpel.” A future
judgment is plainly revealed, and the ftates of eter-
nal happinefs and mifery, which await the righteous
and the wicked, are clearly and ftrikingly fet be-
fore us.
] .

It muft immediately be perceived that this fyftem

of informatiox; originates many peculiar obliga-

C
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tions and duties, which could not be binding or in-
cumbent on thofe who were deftitute of it :—And
therefore the nation which is- bleft with - the know-
ledge of this fyftem, will then, and then only,
come up to the condition on whieh the promife of
protection and profperity is founded in the text,
when it pays feme fuitable regard to the leading
principles- which it contains. When thefe princi-
ples are generally and notorioufly violated, the fo-
lemn declaration that Gop will forfake fuch a peo-
ple, immediately becomes applicable.

Let me requeft that the ftatement which has now
been given of the rule of moral and religious duty
-to communities, in diffimilar cirumftances or un-
der different difpenfations, may be carefully kept

in mind thro’ the remainder of the difcourfe, that

repetition may be fpared without producing miftake.
Let it be underftood and remembered that in fpeak-
ing of the virtues or vices of nations as the caufe of
-profperity or adverfity, I always confider the diftri-
butive juftice of Gop as deciding the deftiny of
each by its relative advamtages,-—-its relative know-
ledge of moral andreligious truth, and that prac-
tice which is confomant or contrary to it.

This ftatement, however, has not been made,
merely to furnith a bafis of illuftration to the follow-
ing part of the fubjet ; but alfo to fhew how total-

———
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Iy void of force is a favourite remark of infidel
writers on this topic.. With much apparent tri-
aumph, they reproach the advocates of chriftianity
for reprefeniting national profperity as any way con-
ne&ted with a regard to the chriftian religion, and
they adduce the profperous cendition of fome pagan
countries, both in ancient and modern times, as
proof pofitive of the juftice of the reproach. But
we may here fee that the faét alledged (allowing
it to be-a fa&)is, in truth, no proof at all. Thofe
nations never were under obligation to conform
to the fame ftandard which we are bound to re-
gard. It will prefently be feen that when they
aQually and generally departed from what was their
rule of datythey were uniformly deftroyed. But to
fey that 2 Chriftian nation, may with impunity be-
come Pagan, while a. Pagan nation (it is allowed
on all hands) could not with juftice be required to
regard chriftianity, is an aflertion which does no
honour to the fagacity or candour ef its authors. It
is to fay that they who pofiefs the moft advantages
may fafely at like thofe who have enjoyed the leatt.
The Heathen poflefs one degree of information, we
another. They are dealt with by their own meafure,
we by ours. This is ftri&tly the principle of juftice;
and the objettion in queftion is amnhllated by the
obvious remark.

Here, however, it may be obferved, without ca-
vil,thatno nation ever fully conforms to the rule which
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has been fpecified as marking the line of duty ; and
it may be atked—what is that meafure of conformity,
which will fecure the benefits of the promife? To
anfwer this enquiry with precifion and as it relates
to particular cafes Gobp alone is competent. * He
giveth not account of any of his matters.”” In fome
inftances his mercy may forbear with nations after
confiderable defection, and in others his juftice may
take fpeedy vengeance. While the guilty are never
punifhed till they deferve it, equity is not violated
in waiting longer for the reformation of fome than
of others. This exercife of fovereignty, this limit-
ed variety in his difpenfations, is feen in all the ad-
miniftrations of the Deity. The moft wife and
important purpofes are anfwered byit. Prefump-
tion is reftrained, on thejone hand, and defpondence
or difpair is prevented, cn the other. The entire
freedom of human a&ion is, alfo, preferved by this
order. The mind of man is left to that full exer-
cifeof judgment and choice, and that natural ope-
ration of defire and profperity, which render him
moft completely accountable for hjs actions. From
this caufe it will come to pafs that tlre method in
which nations are treated will appear fomewhat ir-
regular. The virtuous, in fome cafes,
to fuffer, and the vicious
femblance of contradiction
dodtrine 1 inculcate,

will appear
to be triumphant. A
will hence arife to the
Yet, as will be thewn more

—_————
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fully in its place, it is only the femblance, and not
the fubftance of oppofition, that will thus be pro-
duced. A criterion of judging fufficiently exa&,
and moft highly important, will ftill be leftus. It
will ftill remain a perfpicuous and interefting truth,
that when a nation is charadleriftically pious it will
be ultimately protetted, and that when it becomes
characteriftically impious it will be faft haftening ta
deftru@ion ; and that in proportion as it approaches
to the one or the other of thefe extremes it has rea-
fon ta hepe or to fear. To explain my meaning,
here, with reference to a chriftian nation, 1 would
fay, that----When the rulers of a chriftian country
recommend chriftianity by their pratice and ex-
ample: When they difcover a reverence for it by
faithfully enading and executing laws for the fup-
preflion of vice and immorality : When, without
infringing on the rights of confcience, they encou-
rage true piety, by countenancing thofe who pro«
fefs, pradtice and teach it: When, on fuitable occa-
fions, and in public alts, the Being and Providence
of Gop, and our accountablenefs to him, are re-
cognifed, and the honour which is due to his Son is
rendered : When the moral laws of Gob, relative
to man, as well as to himfelf, are truly regarded,
by thofe whofe ftation gives influence and fathion to
their condu&, and renders it in a fort the reprefen-
tation and expreflion of national fentiment on the
fubjet of morals: And when, in addition to this,
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the great principles of piety and morality already
recited, are fo generally and effeCtually taught and
inculcated on the people at large, as really to in-
fluence the public mind, and in fome good degree

-

to form the popular opinions and habits :-—this E -

would fay was a performance of duty,-this would
fecure to a chriftian nation the benefits of the divine
promife. But when, among thofe who prefide
over the people, the very being, attributes, and
providence of Gob are denied, or when there is a
findied omiffion of every idea that refers to his go-
vernment, or to our dependence on him: When,
thro’ a hatred of chriftianity, it is difavowed, defpif-
ed, laughed at, andin the moft contemptuous man=
ner.trampled under foot; .or when thro’ pufillanimi-
ty.or impious policy, a country. conceals its attach-
ment to the religion of Jefus ; or when the pro-
- feflion of attachment is only a thin veil of hypocri«
fy: When the leading men of a naton flagrantly
and {bamelefsly violate every moral law : And when
the people at large love 10 bave it fo, and are rapid.
Jy aflimilating to the fame corrupt ftandard ; then
they fubje& themfelves to the divine demunciation,
and are treading on the brink of -deftruétion.

Let us now

. IL Attend to the proof of this aflertion ; or to
the proof, rather, of the general pofition—That

e ——
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righteous nations will be protetted and profpered,
ard that impious nations will be deftroyed.

The remark fcarcely needs to be made, that I
am oot here to maintain that Gop will either pro-
te&t a righteous, or deftroy a wicked nation, by
any miraculous ‘exertion of his power, or in any
other way than by the ufe of thofe means, and the
operation of thefe caufes, which under the guidance
of his providence are naturally calculated, and beft
adapted to produce fuch an effe&.. No, my bre-
thren—When nations, in the early ftages of the
world, could not be fully inftructed by experience
in the principles of the divine government, becaufe
time for this experience had not yet been afforded ;
and that the moft impreflive proofs of the very
truth which the text aflerts might be furnifhed to
all future times, Gop did, indeed, work miracles of
falvation for the people who feared and ferved him,
and miracles of deftrution on thofe who departed
from his laws. But as thefe examples are now fur-
nithed, and keld up to our view as fure indications
of what we are to expet from the fame fource of
juftice from which they flowed, and as abundant
experience has thewn what is the fettled order of
the divine difpenfation, miracle is mot to be ex-
pected, becaufe it is not neceflary. There have
been fome inftances, indeed, in every age, both of
the deliverance and deftrution of nations, in which
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the divine interference has appeared but little fhort
+ of miraculous. Such events, however, are not to
_bereckoned on, though they may fometimes occur.
In general, if Gop intend to preferve a nation, he
will either difpofe others to be at peace with it, ot
he will ftir up its inhabitants to a rational, vigorous
and united exertion of their ftrength and means, to
defend themfelves; and thefe he will blefs and
crown with fuccefs. If he forfake a nation he will
leave it to infatuated meafures, to divided counfels,
to fupinenefs, to difcord, treachery, and treafon;
or he will counteratt its efforts, and thus effe@ually
accomplifh his defigns of vengeance.  Peace,
health, and plenty, will be bleflings flowing from

his favour ; fword, peftilence, and famine, will be

the meffengers of his wrath. Sometimes his hand
will be invifible, and fometimes confpicuoufly dif-
played ; butin either cafe its operations will be fure
and irrefiftible whether to defend or to deftroy.

In eftzblithing the point before us, the proof on
which I propofe principally to rely is of the hiftori~
cal kind., The principles of human nature and of
fociety do indeed offer ftrong and conclufive evi-
dence of the fame truth, and thefe will be occafion-
ally taken to our aid in anfwering objections to our
dotrine. But thefe principles have been fo often
and fo clearly explained and applied to this fubjeét,
that nothing feems capable of being added to what
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muft already be familiar to you?; and as the conclu-
fions deduced from them have, notwithftanding,
been lately denied by a daring fpirit of innova-
tion and infidelity, I think it moft proper, in every
view, to treat the fubje& hiftorically and to thew
that the theory we maintain is incontrovertibly fup-
ported by fa¢t. In purfuing this defign we affume it -
as a principle that the plan of Providence, or the
divine government, is uniform in its execution, fo
that what hath happencd in all time paft, may be
expeed to happen in all time to come. Atheifts and
infidels may, indeed, deny that the courfe of hu.
man affairs is under the diretion or providence of
Gop; but even they cannot, with a fhadow of
truth or candour, deny the fa&, that nations have
adtually ftood or fallen by the teft in queftion, nor
can they eafily refift the belief that the future will
refemble the paft.

To the faithful page of hiftory then let the impar-
tial appeal be made. Let the Heathen, the Jewith,
and the Chriftian nations pafs in review before you,
and you will find their profperity or their adverfity,
meted to them by the meafure we have examined.
What was it that produced the moft ancient and
the moft awful defolation and extinétion: of nations
that the hiftory of the world records ? The facred
volumn will inform you—‘ Gop faw that the
wickednefs of man was great in the earth, and that

.D



( 22 )

every imagination of ihe thoughts of his heart was
only evil continually---And the Lorp faid I will de-
ftroy man whom I have created, from the face of
the earth, both man and beaﬁ---for the earth was fil-
led with violence : And Gob looked upon the earth
and behold it was corrupt ; for all flefh had corrupt.-
éd his way upon the earth: And Gop faid unto
Noah.--The end of all flefh is come before me ; for
the earth is filled with violence through them, and
behold I will deltroy them with the earth.” ILet
every believer in revelation mark the caufe which
infpiration here affigns, for bringing the waters of
a flood on the world of the ungodly :---Let him
mark and remember that it was for general corrup-
tion and impiety ; and let this be in his mind, the
attefltation of unerring truth, that, at leaft, in one,
and that the moft confpicuous of all inftances, the
Deity forfook and deftroyed the nations--:ven all
the nations of the earth---becaufe they had forfaken
him. Let it alfo be remembered, that this happen-
ed in the infancy of the world, for the exprefs pur-
pofe that it might be a warning to every fucceeding
g_enération of men; and that no reafon can be af-
figned why the Deity fhould not be as much dif-
pleafed with impiety now as then, nor why he
4hould not punith the people who are guilty of it;
though, for wife reafons, he may not ufe a miracu-
lous but an ordinary method of chaftifement.

——
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- But examples of the fame import multiply upon
us in perufing the facred records. Why was it that
¢ the Lorp rained upon Sodom and upon Gomor-
rah brimftone andfire from the Lorbpout of heaven,
andoverthrewthofe cities andall the plain, andallthe
inhgbitants of the cities, and that which grew up-
on the ground. #” It was ¢¢ becaufe the cry of So-
dom and Gomorrah was great, and becaufe their
fin was grievous”’—Becaufe namelefs deeds of wick-
ednefs were perpetrated there, and ten righteous
perfons could not be found, as ‘¢ the falt of the
earth” to qualify its corruption, and to extinguith
the fire of heaven. What was the caufe of the de-
firu&ion of the Canaanitith nations, whom the
Lord drave out before the children of Ifrael { Was
it the mere arbitrary pleafure of Jehovah to deftroy
them, that he might make room for the fettlement
of his chofen people? Such is the favourite but
falfe reprefentation of infidels. Hear the account
of Scripture, and obferve, that it is held up as a
warning to the Ifraelites themfelves ; ¢ Defile not
yourfelves in any of thefe things ; for in all thefe
the nations are defiled that I caft out before you.
And the land 1is defiled ; therefore I do vifit the
iniquity thereof upon it, and the land itfelf vomit.
eth out her inhabitants. Ye fhall, therefore, keep
my ftatutes and my judgments, and fhall not com-
mit any of thefe abominations ; neither any of
your own nation, nor any ftranger that fojourneth
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with you : For all thefe abominations have the men
of the land done which were before you, and the
land is defiled.” Why was it, that the awful < voice
from heaven” faid to the proud King of Babylon,
¢ O King Nebuchadnezzar to thee it is fpoken—
the kingdom is departed from thee ; and they fhall
drive thee from men and thy dwelling fhall be with
the beafts of the field!” It was that he might
¢ know that the Moft High ruleth in the king-
doms of men, and giveth it to whomfoever he will :
----And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed
as nothing and he doth according to his willin the
army of heaven and among the inhabitants of the
earth; and none can ftay his hand, or fay unto him-.-
whatdoft thou?” Why was it that, to the fon and
fucceflor of this haughty monarch, the appaling,
unconneted, felf moved hand, came forth, and
wrote on the wall of his palace---- Mene, Mene,
Tekel, Upharfin---Gop hath numbered thy king-
dom and finifhed it ; thou art weighed in the balance
and found wanting: Thy kingdom is divided and
given to the Medes and Perfians ?” It was be-
caufe he had not ¢ humbled his heart” in the con-
templation of his father’s doom. ¢ But had lifted
up him(elf againft the Lord of Heaven’----had pro-
faned the veflels of his fan&tuary.---¢¢ and the Gon
in whofe hand his breath was and whofe were all
his ways he had not glorified”’----Therefore * in
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that night was Belfhazzar the King of the Chal-
deans flain, and Darius the Median took his king-
dom.”

Thefe inftances---fo pointed and powerful that
theaid of inforcement would but encumber them-.-
demonftrating the truth on which Iinfift, are found
in holy fcripture ; but obferve that they all relate
to Heathen nations, to nations that had no fpecial
revelation—had nothing but thofe great principles of
religion and morality which the light of nature or
the report of tradition taught, to guide them in the
path of duty: And for the violation of thefe you
have heard their deftiny.

But if leaving the teftimony of facred, we refort
to that of praphane hiftory itfelf, we fhall find the
fame account. We fhall find that when a nation of
the heathen world regarded, in any tolerable de-
gree, (for not one regarded in a high degree), the
principles of religious and moral duty which I
fpecified at the entrance, then they were moft prof-
perous, and that when they wholly departed from
thefe, then they were fpeedily deftroyed. ¥ the
limits to which I am confined did not forbid it,
the tafk would not be difficult to evince, beyond all
contradition, from the moft authentic accounts of
thefe nations, that religion and morality, miftaken



. ( 26 )
and imperfe as they were among pagans, were
fill their ftrength and fecurity, and that a difre-
gard to thefe always preceded their diffolution.
The truth of this reprefentation is recognized (it
may be, fome hundreds of times) by their own
writers. The faé? was fo evident and netorious that
it forced itfelf on obfervation, precluded denial,
pafled at length into one of thofe fettled maxims
of which there is neither doubt nor centroverfy,
mingled itfelf with al! their public inftrutions,
and was regarded as eflential in all their political
mftitutions. The moft learned and eloquent of
the Roman philofophers and orators aecounts for
the fuperiority of the Roman ftate in language fuch
as this, * We exceed not the Spaniards in number,
gor the Gauls in ftrength, nor the Carthagenians in
fubtilty, nor the Greeks in arts, nor the Italians
and Latins, who were the original inhabitatits of
this country, in natural firength of mind ; but it is
in piery and religion, in difcerning that all things
are dire®ted and governed by the immortal Gods,
that we have excelled all the nations and people of
the earth.®*’” Even a father of the Chriftian churcht
Bas this remark, ¢ That Gop would not give heaven
to the Romans, becau’e they were heathen, but he
gave them the empire of the world, becaufe they
were virtuous.” A writer of a far different eharac-

* Cicede aurufp. T St. Auwltin.
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ter* makes an extravagant affertion ¢ That for
feveral ages together never was the fear of Gop
more eminently confpicuous than in the Roman
tepublic.” But he'is ftricily corre®, when he fays,
““That religion produced good laws, good laws good
fortune, and good fortune a ‘good end in whatever
they undertook.” Nor are thefe obfervations lefs
applicable to other nations of heathen antiquity.
Confult the rife and fall of the Aflyrian, the Per-.
fian, and the Macedonian cmpires, or of the free
ftates of Greece, and you will find that their poli-
tical profperity waxed or waned very much by the
meafure of their religious and moral chara@er.
Their religion, I know and repeat it, was abfurd,
and their morals comparatively impure, but the
degree of retitude and purity which they pofiefled
was their fafety, and the contrary was their bane.

“Ido not hold them up as objeQls to be envied or as

examples to be imitated in the grofs. They be-
came eventually the curfes and fcourges of the
world ; but they became fo by their degeneracy,
which proved in the end their own deftruion and—
this is the point for which I contend.

In regard to the Hebrew nation, no man that has
read his bible can be ignorant, that it ftood or fell
by the rule that has been given. Its whole hiftory,

* Machiavel,
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indeed, is, and was intended to be, little elfe tham
the hiftory of the truth of the dotrine whichInow
maintain. When the people ¢ ferved the Lord Gop
of their. fathcrs, with a perfe&t heart and with a
willing mind :”—When they * did juftly, loved
mercy, and walked humbly with their Gop,”” then
they had reft ; orif their enemies attempted to in-
jure them, ¢ one man chafed a thoufand, and two
put ten thoufand to flight.”” On the contrary,
when they forgot the Lord and walked after the
imagination of their own evil heart, then they ex- .
perienced every fore and deftrutive calamity ; till
at length they were completely removed out of their
own land, fubjetted to a moft humiliating captivity
and bondage, while their country was ravaged and
rendered defolate. for the fpace of feventy years,
The text is but a fingle inftance, among paffages
innumerable, in which the general truths here
ftated were brought in the motft ftriking manner to
their remembrance. Read with attention the 26th
‘chap. of the book of Leviticus, and you will there,
‘find fpecified at large, the promifes and the threat-
enings which the whole of their fubfequent hiftory
demonttrates to have been ftrictly fulfilled. But
the moft awful example which the Jews offer to'the
‘world, isin the punifhment which they received af-
“ter their rejeCtion and crucifixion of the Mefliah,
ahd the perfecution of his apoftles and difciples.
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An hiftorian of their own nation®, who was an eye
witnefs of what he records, gives fuch anaccount
of the overthrow of their temple, city and nation,
as has not its parallel in the annals of the world.
It was accompanied by the moft awful and manife(t
difplays of the divine indignation, infomuch that
Titus the Roinan emperor confeflfed that it was the
hand of God, rather than his own military prowefs,
that effeCted their deftru&tion. From that time to
the prefent hour, the Jews have been vagabonds
over all the earth, furnithing a monument and mi-
racle of the divine difpleafure, againft a nation that
no mercies or judgments could reclaim. '

If, turning from the Heathen and the Jews, we
fix on the hiftory of Chriftian countries, we fhall
find it ftill confirming the fat afferted, that when
they have conformed to thofe principles of religious
and moral duty which conftitute the rule of their
obedience to Gobp, they have been protetted and
profpered, and when they have thrown afide a re~
gard to thefe, they have been blafted and cut off.

It was not till more than three centuries aftet
the birth of our blefled Lord, that any ftate pro..
fefled a national attachment to the religion which
be taught. During this whole period, however,

* Jofephus.
E
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the iightof that teligion in all its purity, was dif,
fafed over many countries, and rendered them, in
a degree, refponfible for a conformity to it; the con-
fequences of refufing to be guided and influenced by
It were awful indeed. The whole'region of Afia-mi-
norandof ancientGreece, where the moft flourithin g
chriftian churches were planted by St.Paul, havelong
fince experienced the fulfilment of the threatenings
which the beloved apoftle was commiffioned to de-
nounce. Not only have the inhabitantsof that re-
gion been deprived of the gofpel which they abuf.
ed, but, under the Mahomedan power, 'they have
funk into the moft gloomy political bondage ;—fla.
very and wretchednefs have been brooding over
them for more than a thoufand years.

A fimilar fate was referved for the Roman empire.
Long had its impieties and proftrate morals been
portending its fall. But when the bloody and re-
lentlefs perfecutions of the followers of Jefus were
added to its other crimes, the vengeance of heaven

could no longer be delayed. A celebrated biftori-
an* of this period, whofe prejudice would not fuf-_.
fer him to learn from it the truth of the chriftian

fyftem, intimates that thereis reafon to believe, that
in one fpace of about fifteen years, ‘¢ war, peftilence

* Gibben—fec his hiftory of the decline and fall of the Re-
man empire, vol. 1, at the end.
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and famine, confumeqthe moiety of thehuman fpeci:
es.” Under Copflantine the Great the Raman empire
became Chriftian ; and then again ber political pow-
er and internal happinefs had a fhogt revival. But
in the revolution of a few years the corruptions of
chriftianity . debafed and degraded the worlhip of
Ganp, rentand divided and difhonaured his chyrch, -
and admitted of licentioufnefs in principle, and im-
moraliiy in pra&ice. Then defolation entered like
a flood. Aninundation of barbarians broke in up-
on the empire, rafed it to the foundations, maffa-
cred its inhabitants, fwept away every monument
of grandeur, every achievement of art, every com-
fort of life; fo that this period has obtained, defcrip.
tively, the appellation of the dark agés, and fur.
nifbes but fcanty documents for its qwn hiftory,
To fuch a length, indeed, did barbarifm and igno-
rance proceed, that for feveral centuries there was
fcarcely a term in the languages of Eurape by
which literature or learning could be exprefledt,
This was the period in which all the abominations

- of Anti-Chrift reigned without controul. It was

the period too in which human mifery was at its
height. During its continuance, feveral of the

.t See Robertfon’s preliminary difcuffion to bia hiftory of
Charles the V. o :

~



( 32 )

plagues and phials of wrath, prediGted in the apo+ -
calypfe, were emphatically poured out. . The impof--

tor Mahomet arofe, and with fword and rapine ex»
tended his power and eftablithed his fuperftition over

a fourth part of the then difcovered globe. The.

crufades, which the fpiritual infatuation of the prina
ces and nations of Europe carried on for a feries of
years to difpoflefs the infidel Muffelmen of the holy
land, beggared and depopulated the countries
whence they proceeded, while oppreflion, rapacity
and violence at home filled the cup of forrow to the.
full. To recount the fufferings of thofe who bore,
the chriftian name, and fubjeted it to reproach by
then‘ follies, hypocrifies, impieties and vices, dur-
ing this period, would carry me far beyond the pro-
per bounds of this difcourfe. At length a glorious
teformation began to dawn on the benighted and
miferable nations, And then—let it be diftinctly
obférved—then began, alfo, an amelioration of theix
political ftate. To this reformation, beyond all
~ queftion, as the fundamental and moft efficieng
Eaufe, has been owing the literary xmprovement,
the civil happmefs, and the general fuyenomy of
Europe over all the other people of the earth. = Its™
influence, was by no means confined to thofe nationg
that Were active in promoting it,but wasgreatly ex-
tended to thofe that contended againtt-it: * -Power,
tyranny and fuperftition, were obliged to relax theirt
demands, and to affume a milder tone; to prevent
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the extenfion of that whlch they equally hated and
feared. '

We fee, then, thit the general afpect of the
chriftian hiftory confirms our pofition in the fulleft
rhanner. To defcend to particulars, is forbidden
By the limits to which I am confined. Let me, only,
call your attention, for a moment, to the origin of
that Happy ftate of fociety which cur own country
has experienced, ever fince our forefathers formed
political eftablithments in it, Can any one deny
that thofe eftablifhments owe their excellence to the
fervent piety and pure morals of their original foun.
ders? Itisimpoflible to deny it. To chriftianity,inits
genuine{pirit, wehavecertainlybeenindebtedforthofe
civil inftitutions andthofe excellentfocial difpofitions
and habits, which have rendered our country the
envy of the world, which wé cannot change but to
an infinite difadvantage, and which, if we are care.
ful to maintain them, will be our everlafting glory
and defence*, Our defence they have certainly

* It requires the exercife of pity and of patience to hear an
4dgrorant felf-conccxted infidel—as is often the cafe—-cndeavourmg
to caft contempt on the original eftablithments of this country be-
gaufe they were not free from fome imperfe&ions, which were
rather the ertprs and ablurdities of the age, than of the particu-
Iar men- or fociety, where they appeared.  How might we crim-
don with blufhes, if our pious anccﬂorabad exh’bxtcd fuch fccnq
in thcxr yolmcal mﬁntutxons, as mndchty is now unfoldmg :
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been in time paft. From the firft fettlement of thefe
States till the prefent hour, the fignal care of hea-
ven, in preferving us from all machinations of our
enemics, .has been fuch as to confound unbelief it«
felf, andto furnith a moft comfortable illuftration,
" of the truth Iinculcate. Often, very often, both
in early and latter times, has the fafety and falvas
tion of our country been dependent on circumftan.
ces which no human means could manage or con-
troul, on events which no human power could pro-
duce, and on difcoveries which no human wifdom
could make. In all thefe cafes, when ftanding on
the brink of deftru&ion, the good providence of
Gon has interpofed and faved us; fo that it would
feem as if it were only neceffary that we fhould be
in imminent danger, in order to fee a wonderful in,
terpofition of. the divine hand to deliver us from de-
ftrution—Gop of bis mercy grant that the im.
pieties which now prevail, may not change his dif-
penfations toward us ! : : \
If it be demanded, after all, whether hiftory wilt
not demoftrate that fome nations diftinguithed for
_religion, have not fuffered by the attacks of others,
and whether fome that kave been diftinguithed for
irreligion, have not been profpered ?—the demam)
may be met without the lealt difadvantage to my
srgument. As a reply to the whole.it wquld, 1 thinlg,

t i
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be fufficient to remind you of the remark already
made, that,as in all the other divine difpenfations, fo
in this, it is to be expetted that there will be fome
appearances which feem to be exceptions to a gene-
ral rule, which we mutft refolve into the fovereign-
ty of Gop—or iato our imperfe®t views and
knowledge of his defigns; and that fuch appear-
ances ought by no means to weaken the influ-
ence of the general rule, or to diminith our care
to walk agreeably to it. But tho’ this might be
a fufficient anfwer to the inquity, and tho’ there
~ tay be fome real need for it, in a few cafes that
might poflibly be fpecified in regard to 'this fub-
je& ; yet I am' perfuaded ‘that there is much lefs
occafionfor fuch remarks onthis fubje&, than on al-
moft any other, where the ways of Gop are con~
cetned: In anfwer to the firft part of the de-
mand, let it be obferved that the conformity of
nations to the ‘ftandard which' enfures protettion
is often very imperfec?, while yet the fear of Gop
and obedience to his laws are confiderably regarded,
In thefe circumftances the Deity may, and common-
ly does, affli® to a certain degree, with a view to
teform and ‘not to deftroy. If reformation take
Pplace, the correttion is withdrawn, and ‘his favour
veturns. ‘This is precifely the ftatenrent of the text,
where weare affaredthat if a nation feek the Lord
#ie will be found of them. 'But if reformation dé
not take place, chaftifement will continue and en-

.
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cteafe, tll, at length, the people who prove incor~
rigible will be finally deftroyed. This accounts for
the appearance--.It fhews that. the divine blefling is
not only conferred on obedience but is proportioned
to it. But-my recolleCtion does net ferve me for a
fingle inftance, in which a nation, however {mall,
that could make any plaufible prétenfion to religious
and moral purity, was ever totally deftroyed. Oa
the contrary, a number of the fmall ftates of Eu-
rope have been almoft miraculoufly preferved, whea
contending for real liberty and religion, againft the
moft powerful and impetuous nations of the earth.
Different, I know, has been the effet of the firug,
gles of fome of thofe nations, lately, to preferve
their very exiftence. They have been carried away
like duft before the whirlwind. But what has beea
the caufe? Examine it well, and you will find the
dottrine I inculcate very powerfully fupported by
therefult. Youwill find that the punifhment in-
flicted on thefe nations, has been moft wonderfully
proportioned to the meafure of their previous and no-
torious hypocrifies, impieties and immoralities.

But it is time to turn to the oppofite part of this
' enquiry, and attempt to anfwer what many will
elteem a more formidable objettion, namely—that
impious and ¥mmoral nations have fometimes been
bleft and profpered. It may even be fuppofed, that
this point has already been yielded in & meafure,
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when it was fuggefted, that the conquerors of the
earth have frequently been diftinguithed by a difre-
gard to every' thing facred. Such a:conclufion
however, does notfollow with juftice, from the pre-
mifes whence it is drawn. 'Why may not Gop, for
the purpofes of chaftifing thofe- whom ultimately he
intends 'to fave, confer fuccefs on the unlawful en-
terprizes of wicked nations, as he does on thofe of

‘wicked individuals, and yet, in both cafes, be only

preparing the way for the fimal and more awful ruin
of the tranfgreffors? That he may do this is not
ounly poffible but in fome inftances certain. There
cannot be 'two groffer errors than to believe, that
military fuccefs is always a mark of the divine ap-
prebation, and that conqueft or extended domi-
nion always fecures happinefs and profperity to a
conquering nation. - As to the firft, which is a fa-
vourite idea with fome, that military fuccefs is 2
proof of the divine approbation, I would beg of
thofe ‘who cherith the delufion, to confider where it
will lead them. It will lead them unavoidably to
maintain, that Alexander and Cefar, that Gothg
and Vandals, that Turks and Tartars, have been
the moft diftinguithed favourites-of heaven, for in
military fuccefs- nene-have been equal to thefe.
No,-my brethren, military fuccefs is, by itfelf, no
proof of.the divine patronage. Gobp may, as ak
seady intimated, ufe a mation as the rod of his
anger to chaftife the guilty, and then he may break
F



( 38 )

and burn it, and make its deftruion a ufeful
‘warning to every beholder. We are aflured by
fcripture, that he did fo with the Affyrian empire of
old—Nay, he hath done it in every age, and itis
his ufual method of procedure. Military fuccefs,
in war merely defenfive, may be evidence of the dis-
vine favour; but in every other cafe, if we judge
from experience, the prefumption is againft the
viCtor. Neither is conquelt and dominion a proof
that the conquering nation is truly profperous. A
few of its diftinguifhed chiefs may acquire fame and
wealth, while the mafs of its inhabitants are wretthed
in the extreme. The faé commonly happens thus—
It happens- thus remarkably, at prefent, with that
nation of Europe, that is fubduing others, and
threatening us. Is it really profperous ! Are its
citizens happy ? Have they, while they have been
ravaging and fubduing other kingdoms, pofleffed
true national felicity among themfelves ? No, affu-
redl: —Fear and anxiety, convulfion and terror,
maflacre and blood, the deftruttion of arts, of pro-
perty, of all domeftic enjoyment, of all religious,
moral, and focial principles, of all that renders
exiftence not a curfe, has ‘reigned in the midit of
them, with infernal triumph. {t is even truc, that
among alt the nations that they-have conquered,
rendered tributary, pillaged, partitioned, bartered
and trafficked away, not one has fuffered more than
themfelves. The volcano which has poured defo-

*
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lation in burning torrents op every circumjacent
region, has ftill glowed moft intenfely at the centre
of its force, and there, in its own bowels and crater,
with the moft rapid and energetic fury, it has tor-
tured, tranfmuted and confumed, every ufeful
material, which heaven, nature, art or accident, has
offered to its touch, The fcene with this pation js
yet unclofed ; and I grant the conclufion, that its
fate will fubvert the doétrine of my text completely,
if its cataftrophe be not;an illuftrious difplay of the
divine indignation : For in the moft thocking and
avowed atheifm, in the moft marked contempt of all
the diQtates of religion, both natural and revealed,
it has exhibited a fpecimen, which, as far as my
knowledge extends, has never been witnefled be.
fore fince the creation of the world. But that it
is ultimately daomed te peculiar judgments, I have,
for myfelf, no more doubt. than of the truth of
Gop—no more queftion than of my own exiftence.
And I thould feel that I afted as a traitor to my
facred truft, if,when the fuccefles of this nation are
held up (and thus they have been) as a contradic-
tion to the word of life, and when they ftand par-
ticularly oppofed tog the truth which, from that word,
I am, this day, called to maint3in, I fhould hefitate
to make this ayowal, and to make it publickly.

. Perbaps, fome will now be ready to r»em,ark, that
the prafperity which it muft be confeffed, accom-
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panies a ‘national obfervance of the divine laws is
owing to the natural influence which religious and

moral obfervances have to produce this defirable
effe@®. Be it fo; thisinfluence I do not demy, but
maintain. But remember, that this natural con.
nexion between piety and profperity, vice and ruin,
is ftill the appointment of Gob, and even, on this
plan, is as much his order -as if it had been made
for every particular cafe, in which its effefts are
felt. Scripture and experience, hawever, do, }
think, concur in teachmg, that Jefide this natural

connexion, Gob does often and efpecially interfere by
his providence, both to preferve and blefs thofe
who obey him, and to deftroy thofe who reje& and

defpife his laws. ’ ‘

Tt may be objelted, - finally, that the reprefenta-
tion given, goes to unfettle an important principle
which has generally been underftood to belong to
‘the Chriftian fyftem, namely, that the prefent is a
ftate of probation, and not of retribution. A fhort
anfwer to this would be, that whatever doéttine is
eftablithed by faéts, is not refponfible to theory for
its cenfequences, and that all that has been faid,
is but an ‘appeal to undeniable experience. But I
will never anfwer thus where Chriftianity fs even

Juppofed to be implicated by it—its diCtates are eter-
nal truth. I grant that the doGrine I advocate
requires fome explanation in regard to this point,
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and 1 am confident it may be given in a masner
that fhall be perfe@ly fatisfaltory to every candid
mind, and even illuftrative and confirmatory of the
do@trine itfelf, ' '

It will be remembered, then, that the conceffion
has already been made and repeated, that righteous
nations may experience partial and temporary fuf.
ferings, and that thofe of an oppofite charaéter may
obtain fome temporary, or rather apparent advan.
tages.. This will bea call for the faith and patience
of pious men, who may fuffer in the general cala-
mity, and may teach them to look forward to thag
bettér world ¢ where the wicked ceafe from trou-
bling, and where the weary are at reft.” |

But in reglity, the do&trine which teaches that

men are not to look for rewards or punithments -

in this life, thaugh true and impartant when judi,
cioufly applied to individuals, is often miftaken even
in its relation to them, and when applied to nations.
and confidered as a general principle, is not true at
all. It is only in this world that commuynities as
Jfuch have an exiftence or charecter. In the world to
come the whole of our race will appear as indiui-
duals, and not as communities. If any retribution,
then, be awarded to nations as nations, it,nu# be in
the prefent ftate, and not in that which is to come,
But it appears to be of the higheft importance in
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the moral government of Gop, that natisnal cha-
racter fhould be the fubje& both of his favour and
of his frowns; and this, confequeatly mwf# be ex,
perienced in the prefent ftate. It accordingly does
take place in fa&, and is generally to be expeited.

It thould alfo be confidered, that the eftablifhed
connexion between virtue and profperity, vice and
ruin, which has already been ncticed, is much
clofer, and more powerful, in relation to commu-
nities than to individuals ; and draws after it a
prefent retribution as an unavoidable confequence.
It is, indeed, the general tendency of virtue to pro-
duce happinefs, and of vice, to beget mifery, in
every individual wha pradtifes the ane or the other,
But in a vicious fociety, a virtuous man will fuffer
in many ways from his unavoidable connexion with
wicked aflaciates. In a virtuous fociety, on the
contrary, a vicious man has many enjoyments, and
derives many advantages, merely from the circums.
ftance, that the mafs of the community are not
like himfelf. They form, as it were, a barrier
around him, and their goodnefs is the food on
which his vices live and prey. But when the
. greater part of the individuals of a community
come to poflefs this charaéter, that is, when a na.
tion as fuch becomes abandoned to vice, there is no
lenger any fuitable tie by which it can be holden to-
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gether and every falutary fource from which fafety
and happinefs can proceed is dried up. Without
religion there can be no obligation of an oath, no
fufficient fan&ion to a promife, and confequently no
rational and folid ground of confidence---no opera-
tive and univerfal motive to truth, fidelity, and in-
tegrity, either in the intercourfe and tranfallions of
individuals with each other, or in their engagements
to the public. Without morality all regard to the
happinefs and claims of others, to public and pri-
vate juftice, to parental authority, to filial duty, to
conjugal fidelity, to temperance, chaftity, fympathy,
charity and humanity, is whol'ydeftroyed, or left to
reft on the airy principle of honour, or the danger-
ous foundation of perfonal inclination. Man be-
comes a felfith fenfval brute. And when the com-
ponent parts of a nation are of this defcription itis
impoffible that they thould remain united, except by
the moft powerful compulfion.  Civil liberty cannot
exift at all in fuch a community. Society muft either
be diffolved entirely, or it muft affume a ftate and
form which is a greater evil thaa diffolution itfelf.

On the other hand, where religious and moral

- principles, in their vigour and purity, pervade the

great body of individuals in a flate, every focial tie
is ftrengthened, every part of the community draws
toward the good of the whole, fociety is eafily go-
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verned, becaufe it requires but little governing, civil
liberty may be extenfively enjoyed, and all the hap-
pinefs of the focial ftate willbe fully realized. So
intimatelyis religion and morality conneéted by a
aatural bond, or rather by the divine conf?itution, with
the fafety and profperity of nations.  So juft is the
remark that any kind of religion in a ftate is better
than none : And it will be manifeft to every one
who purfues the clue here given, that juft in propor-
tion as the religious and moral fy(tem of a nation is
pure in that proportion willit naturally tend to pro-
‘mote the public fafety and happinefs ; and confe-
quently that the chriftian fyftem, as the pureft of all,
isthe beft of all—thebeft of all, for communities, as
well as for individuals—* having the promife of
the life w!ﬁch now is, as well as of that which is te
come.”

But the conclufion which I am here -particularly -

concerned to form, and I think it may now be form-
edwithadvantage,is——-Thatnationsdo receive a retri-
bution in the prefent world according to their feve-
ral charaters :---That this cannot be otherwife if
they are ever treated as nations, and that the divine
contftitution unavoidably produces this gffeét.

On the whole, then, the do&rine which I propo-
fed to demonftrate has been thown to be fupported
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by fa&s, and to be fan&ioned by the foundeft prin-
ciples of reafon---It has been proved #o be true ; and
bew, and wby, it is true, has been explained.

Afew important deduétions from what you have
heard will now conclude the difcourfe.

1. We may learn from what has been faid, how
totally devoid of truth is that darling principle of
modern unbelievers, that a nation may be as happy
without religion as with it.

This is a mere ‘Atheif}ical hypothefis and fpecula-
lation, not only unfupported by any experience, but
in dire& hoftility, as we have feen, with the experi-
ence of all nations, in all ages of the world. It is
one of the moft daring, extravagant, and unac-
countable chimeras, that ever entered the head even
of a metaphyfical infidel ; and nothing but the moft
inveterate hatred to Gop and his laws could ever
have given it birth. Yet it has been,and with ma-
ny who are not deftitute of influence, I fear it ftill .
is, a tenet for which they have a peculiar fondnefs.

" They endeavour to give it currency by profeffing to

feparate religion from morality, and to be advocates

for difcarding the former, and warm contenders for

retaining the latter. But that morals can exift

without religion, is as deftitute of proof and proka-

bility, as the whole pofition is without this qualifi-
G \
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cation. No nation has ever yet exifted where this.
phenomenon of morals without religion has made
its appearance ; and there is no reafon to believe:
that it is even poflible from the very nature and
ftruéture of the human mind. Our late venerable
Prefident therefore, in his farewell addrefs-~well
knowing how earneftly fome were labouring to in-
culcate thishorrid do&trine—did with great propriety
warn us not to admit the idea that ¢ morals can be
feparated from religion.” ‘The very truth s, infi-

dels firlt endeavour to exclude religion from the

ftate, that then they may give the name of morality

to any fet of principles they may choofe to adopt,
and that thus, in the end, they may fully accomplifh
their withes by getting rid of both. Be warned,

my brethren, by what you have this day heard,
be warned, that without religion and morality, har-
. monioufly united, we are an undone people ; with-
out thefe our civil liberty and focial happinefs can-
not poflibly be preferved. Let us efteem thefe our
principal and moft eflential defence at the prefent
hour and let us be thankful to Gop that he has given

us a chief magiftrate who, in looking to the defence
of -the' country, has feen this important truth in its
juft light—has feen that we muft implore and ob-
tain the favour of Gop, or all other means will be
ineffeGtual. Let each of us be deeply convinced
“of this asa prattical truth: And therefore I add---
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. adly, That viewing the religious and moral ftate
of our country in connexion with this fubject, we
may fee how urgent is the call for humiliation, faft-
ing and prayer, for which this day has been exprefl-
ly fet apart,

If Gop deals with natlons according to their re-
lative light and advantages, and where he has given
much, will always require the more---and fuch we
have feen really to be the cafe---verily, my brethren,
this is a truth of moft folemn import to the people of
Anmerica at this time. Our advantages, in point of
religious and moral information, have been fecond
to thofe of no people upon earth ; and our circums-
ftances for carrying this information into praitice
are, Ibelieve, fuperior to thofe which any other na-
tion now enjoys. Has ourimprovement then, been,
in any meafure anfwerable to our privileges ? Is
our moral and religious ftate, at prefent, fuch, in
any degree, as our circumftances demand ? Every
ferious and candid mind, penetrated with grief, will
anfwer, no! Itisamoft melancholy fa&, that we
have greatly forgotten, and departed from the Lord
Gob of our fathers. Of thearm that has fo often
and remarkably defended us in the hour of diftrefs,
—that fo lately and marveloufly profpered us when
we contended for our independence—we have been
unmindful. We have returned bafe ingratitude for
the favours of heaven, which we have cxperienced as
anation. Thofe civil and religious privileges which
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Gob from the firft beftowed upon us, and which he:
has all along continued to us, we, have abufed in
the fervice of fin. There has certainly beena lofs,
and not an increafe of piety and morality, in our
country, fince our late revolution. Infidelity does
moft awfully abound among all defcriptions of peo.
ple from the higheft to the loweft. Profanenefs of
every defcription, moft lamentably prevails. The
ordinances of Gop’s day and houfe are neglé&ted,
deferted, and defpifed. His word is openly ridicul.
" ed and his Son treated as an impoftor, A diffolute,
" nefs of manners and morals, like a deadly leprofy,
is faft fpreading itfelf among the people at large, and
far beyond any former example

In thefe circumftances we are threatened with 2
war from the moft powerful, the moft ative,and the
moft infidious nation upon earth. A nation which
has already proved a fcourge to many others and
which appears to be permitted by Gob to effe& its
defigns for the exprefs purpofe of chaftifing this
guilty age—this age of infidel reafon. What is the

“‘languageof this fituation? It undoubtedly is—* Gop
‘hath come forth againft youfor your iniquities—your
condué& toward him is changed for the worfe, trem-
ble left his toward you fhould change likewife. Turn
‘unto him fpeedily, left his anger confume you.”
Yes, my brethren, let our opinion be what it may
of fecond caufes, manifeft itis, that the Deity hath
a controverly with us.—For fome time paft he hath
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- manner in which they employ it. Let each of us, in

(49 ) ,
given us intimation of -his difpleafure, bat now-he
hath, as it were, fet himfelf in array againft us. Let
us then truly humble ourfelves before him. Let .
us “ repent in duft and athes” in his prefence this
day. Let us mournour land defiling iniquities.
Let this be to us a day of humiliation, not merely
in name, but in deed and in truth. Let us ¢ rent
our heart and not our garment :”—let us, in very
truth, plead with him, in fecret and in public, ¢ to
turn us from our fins and to turn his anger from
us.”?  Let us entreat for this, as fenfible that we are
pleading for our very exiftence. Let us pray that
Gop would pour out his holy and blefled fpirit up-
on the people, to convince them effectually of fin ;
and to turn them effeCtually to himfelf. Let us
pray that he would blefs the rulers of our land, and
make them examples of real religion and found mo-
rals :—That he would difpofe them all, inftead of
countenancing and encouraging vice and infidelity
by their pradice and profeffion, to fet themfelves
againftit, as that which wjll deftroy both them and
thofe they govern, if it proceed much farther. Let
us refolve in Gop’s name and ftrength, to 4@ as
well as to pray. Let thofe who have power be conjur-
ed to ufe it for him from whom all power is derived
and to whom they miuft folemnly account for the

our proper places and ftations, be earneft, refolute
and perfevering, in promoting the work of refor-
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mation. Let us each reform bim/elf, and endeavor
to fet an example, purer than heretofare, of
true religion, and of the difcharge of every moral,
focial, and relative duty. Believe it, my hearers,
the ferious hour is come. Reformation or fevere
chaftifement is juft before us. But if we will turn
unto the Lord in the manner recommended, and
will, at the fame time, ¢ play the man for the peo
ple and cities of our Gop,” by unanimity and
ftrenuous exertion in the caufe of our country, we
have nothing to fear. Gobp will be ¢ found of us™
if we ¢ fhall feek him”—This is the affurance of
the text—It encourages repentance and reformation,
by the kindeft and moft gracious promife. If we,
in very deed, put our truft in him, and a&, as
thofe who do fo, let the world rife in arms againft

us, {till we fhall be fafe. As therefore we love our-

country, our fouls or our Gop---as we regard the
happinefs of time or of eternity---let us be on the
Lord’s fide that he may be on our’s.

3dly, Finally---Let us be thankful for the paft ex~
perience we have had of the divine mercies. Hither-
to we have been preferved in peace, while moft
other nations have been at war; and tho’ we have

not been without correction, yet light, indeed, hath

been its ftrokes in comparifon with our fins. Count-
lefs and peculiar favours are ftill continued to us—
doumeitic happinefs and enjoyment, health and coma
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parative plenty---the means of knowledge and in-
formation—a fpirit of growing concord, and above
all, the precious gofpel of the Redeemer, and the
fweet and heavenly hope that it infpires. Thefe
mercies, preferved to us when we have fo little de-
ferved them, fhould fwell our hearts with the hum-
bleft and livelieft gratitude. And let this gratitude
~ be exprefled, in leading us truly to our heavenly
Father; and again I repeat it, we fhall be fafe in
this world and happy in that which is to come.----~-
Amen.
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