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jOHN ADAMS,
PREGIDENT of the UNITED STATES.

i

Sie,

I N compofing the following Difcourfe, for
which I have now the honour of foliciting your
Patronage, the profpe& of delivering it m your -
prefence was both grateful and animatng. It was
particularly grateful and animating, not only as, om’
formet occafions, I'had experienced your eandor and
atrention, but as I prefumed that, the fentiments,
which, at any rate, I conceived it to be my duty, on
this oeeafien, to exprefs, were, on the whole, con-
formable to your own. Had I entertained at the
time 2 different opmion of your mind, or of the
inds of the enlightened Audience then prefent; and
Bad I, in fhat cafe, been difpofed to accommodate
myfelf to your ideas and theirs, the difeourfe would
very probably have, in fome refpeds, exhibited a
very differemt complexion. With the appearance at
keaft, of mach impaffioned humahity, I thould have
expatiated on the sumerous atrocities, and deeds of
fanguimary cruelty, which, at ene time and another,
‘have been committed under the fantion of thofe,

Jun2sisol AL ilg

R



4

into whofe hands the powers of the French Republi¢
had fallen. By this means, availing myfelf, as hath
too often been done, of a principle of affociation
natural to the human mind, while F vilified that
nation with thofe who governed them, I might not
only have roufed the indignation of my heaters, but,
in the refult, have depreciated that facred and com-
mon caufe, for which ybh, Sir, and every worthy
American, had fo recently ftruggled. In addition
to this; I{houtd, perhaps, have attempted to demon-
ftrate, that, with all the fuccefles of that nation, the
favor of the Almighty could not confiftently be
fuppofed to be with them ; and that, on account of
their crimes, conne&ed with their profeffed Infidelity,
or Atheifm, they muft needs be devoted to fome
future very direful inflitions of heavenly vengeance.
If all this were not enough, I might have introduced
a moft alarming defcription of a clafs of citizens
amongft ourfelves, opprobrioufly denominated Anti-
federalifts, Democrats, Jacobins, Diforganifers, &c.
&c.; who are faid to fpeak, even at this day, in
terms, which favor of hope concerning that People
and their Government ; who are faid to be oppofed
alike to meafures defenfive and offenfive, againft
them ; who are faid to be enemies of all order and
all good Government ; nay, who are faid to wifly
for nothing fo much as the prevalence of fraternal
anarchy and confufion.
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This, and much more in a fimilar ftile,” I might
have attempted.  But, to fay nothing of the impro-
priety, in mapy refpedts, of fuch reprefentation, and
of the pernicious tendency of it, I was well awarg
that, genuine patriotifm, good fenfe, and found
information will always diftinguith between the
fpirit of national enmity or party enthufiafm, and a
real attachment to the caufe of liberty, to qur excel-
lent Contlitution, and to the true intereft of this, as
yet immature, byt highly promifing Empire,

If therefore, at a time devoted to fegtiments of
more becoming humiliation, and religious harmony
in our Country’s Caufe, I did not infift on topics, as
to fome, fo inflammatory, and, as to others, in the
prefent too much unfettled ftate of the public mind,
foirritating,and preclufiveof that general conciliation,
which hath never been more defirable or neceffary,
] cannot pretend to arrogate to myfelf any great fhare
of the merit of prudence, moderation, or piety in the
inftance.  Neither your approbation, nor the appro-
bation of the moft eftimable part of my Audience, nor
the approbation of Him, under whofe Aufpices you
prefide, and to whom we all are accountable, could
be fuppofed to occur to any refleting and well
difpofed mind, as in {my degree attainable by it.

At this trying, this eventful, this awful Period,
$o You, Sir, peculiarly embarrafling, and to us,
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peculiarly interefting and critical, may you be
favored with all needful illuminations of that Wifdom,
which cometh from above. In your own well-
ordered mind, may you richly experience the benefits
of confcious integrity. In the defence, jn the conti-
nued freedom, and in the future profperity of our
Country, may Yau, with us, long enjoy the fruits
of your upright and fuccefsful Adminiftration. And
in all your faudable defigns and efforts for the Public
*good, may You, to the clofe of that Adminiftration,
be l:naplﬁy in the entire confidence, and cordial co-ope-
ration of all your fellow Citizeps.
Give me leave, Sir, to add: That the wifdom
and firmnefs, with which you have hitherto fteered
the National Barque amidft the varions ﬁo_rm,which?
ever fince your afflumption of the Helm, hath impelled
it, is an Omen, moft highly grasefol to the virtuous
and wife of cvery defcription j————and, if if
conneltion with fuch chara&ers, I may be allowed

to fpeak of myfelf, to nonc more grateful than,

" Sir,
Your moft cbedjent, |
And very humble fervant,

SAMUEL BLAIR,




DISCOURSE.

.. . L

1SA1AH, Chap. I. Vere 6.

‘Why fhould ye be firicken any more? Ye will revol more
" and rore.

i —

IT is not long fince, by the Miniftry and
delegates of our Church, in Synod convened, we
were called, as agiin at this-day, to the offices of
Humiliation and Prayer. That fervice, together
with the recommendation of the Synod, was occa-
fioned by the views, then conceived, of our manifold
offences, as conne&ed both with religious and with
national Society ; by the view of fome, thien recent,
tokens of the divine difpleafure ; and of fome, to all
-appearance, impending calamities of our Country.
And, although the fervice, at that time, was but
partial, as confined to a certain number and defcrip-
tion of religious focieties, it was, neverthelefs, grate-
ful to obferve the ferious attention, with which it
was by fo many regarded; and patticularly, the
fan&ion, which it reccived from the countenance and
aid of thofe, who occupy the firft places in the
national department. At prefent, how much foever
we regret the occafion, we deem it an inftance of
public felicity, that a fimilar call hath iffued, by
recommendation likewife, from the fupreme federal

aythority. B
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Happy, my friends, is~that nation, in which
wifdom unitédswish piety and public affe&tion pre-
fideth! - And happy in confequence are we at this
time in the advantage of indulging a featiment, at
once gratefully and folemnly afle&ing, in the view of
a great nation, at the fame time, and with one heart,
as we hope, proftrating themfelves in penitent and
fuppliant devotion at the merciful throne of the
Supreme Ruler of the World. May our hearts
be affected this day in becoming unifon with thofe of
our fellow citizens throughout this extended empire;
and may our devout acknowledgments and prayers
meet with the defired acceptance, and be fucceeded
by that heavenly favour and deliverance we need.

It is afflifting, however, to confider, how rare the
‘genuine emotions of that penitent and humiliating
{enfe, to which we are called.  To the acknowledge-
ment of God in all eur ways, how much, alas, are
we indifpofed! We like not in fincerity to avow
. our dependence entire upon him; to confide in his
‘providence ; to refign ourfelves up to his guidance
to confefs our unworthinefs of his care ; or to confent
4o the wildom and equity of his adminiftration, when,
" at any time, he fecth meet to withhold his protec-
tion from wus, or to prove or corre&t us by adverfe
difpenfations.  Adverfity, even the moft fevere, is
fometimes incifectual to- reduce us to that humble,
penitent, and obedient temper, which, at all times,
becometh us. This is the common fault of the
nature of man, the nature of man degenerate and
perverfe. How many inftances are there on facred
record, where the people profefling fubjetion, as we
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do, to the government of God, when they have been
fubje&ed for their fins to difcipline, affliGtive even to
3 very unufual degree, inftead of returning to him
by a contrite fenfe and dutiful relinquithment of
them, have waxed yet more infenfible and freward,

and multiplied thofe very iniquities, for which they

were chaftifed.  Such was the condu& of the people
of Ifral in the days of the Prophet Ifaiah. It was at,
a time, we afe fold, when, in judicial award of their
many and heinous tranfgreflions, their country was
defolate, their cities were burnt with fire, and their
Yand was devoured by ftrangers .in their prefence.
Yet, did they i .confequence repent, and corre&t
thofe tranfgrefions? We hawey their chara&er
defcribed wichal, as *¢ a finful nation, a people laden
with iniquity ; a feed ‘of evil doers; children that
are corrupters; ¢Bit had forfaken the Lord; and
provoked the Holy One-of lracl to anger.” This
was the ground of the fevere expoltulation. in our
text: * Why fhould 'ye be ftricken any morc.d. Ye
will revolt more and more,”” * An oftenfible pyofeflion
of piety, it is true, they ftill maintained. - We are
told that, amidft all their perverfe and obftinate
deviations, they fought God daily, and, as a mation
that did righteoufnefs, delighted to know his ways.

They fafted ; they prayed; they called affemblies;
they multiplied facrifices and burnt offerings ; and
made a great fhew of ritual devotion, and penitence.
But, of what avail was all this without the refor-
mation required? In the eye of heaven, it ferved
only as a proof of their farther departure from God
and their duty,
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* In the 1oth verfe he, notwithftanding, calls them
- by his prophet, ¢ the people of Gomorrah; and
- their rulers, rulers of Sodom ;* and then adds:
. € To what purpofc is the multitude of your facrifices
tome? Iam full of the bumt—o&'ermgs of rams,'
and the fat of fed beafts. When ye come before
~ mey who hath requxred this at your hands ? Bring
" no morc vain oblatlons; 1nccnfc is an abomination
unto me ; the new-moons, and fabbaths, the callmg
of affemblies, I cannot away with; it is iniquity,
. even the folemn mectlng, your ncw-moons, and
) appomtcd'fcaﬂs, my foul hateth ; theyarea trouble
" tome; Iam weary of them—And whcn ye fprcad
- out your hands, 1 will hide mine eyes from you;
yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not hear. h

* With refpe& to their appointed fafts, he like-
wife thus expoftulates : < Behold, ye faft for ftrife
and debate, and to fmite with the fift of wickednefs.
Is it fuch a faft, I have chofen ? Is not this the faft,

I have chofen 2 To loofe the bands of wickednefs ;
to undo the heavy burdens ; and to let the opprefled
~ gofree? Is it not to deal thy 1 bread to the hungry ;
and that thou bring the poor that are caft out to
thine Houfe ¥ "When thou feeft the naked, that
~ thou cover hxm and that thou hide not thﬁclf
from thmc own ﬂcfh » o

Thc offences, here mentioned, or referred to,
were fome of thofe, which, as before cxprclfcd had
é provokcd the Holy One of Hrael to anger,” and
brought thofe, recited, calamities upon them : and,
as they had not correéted thofe offences, nor were
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difpofed to -carreét them, - all - theie - affentatious
expreflions of humiliation, and religious refpecty~ of
what kind foever, were‘confidered in no other light,
#han as folemn mockeries of the Majefty of Hgaven,
and as dloaks for their unrighteous deeds. = - -~

Under this view, the pertinency, and the force: of
the minatory addrefs in our text will very plainly and
inftru&ively appear. Itis, as though he had faid:
¢ ] have been ufing various means, and thofe,- at
different times, to reclaim you from your perverfe
and ruinous ways: but to what purpofe have they
heretofore ferved? Doth not iniquity, even more
than ever, abound amongft you? You exhibit,
indeed, the external vifible forms of repentance ;
but, what with the formality, what with the hypo.
crify, and varioufly unfuitable temper - attending
them, and what with your perfeverance .in the very
evils, which you affe& with fo much contrition. to
bewail, I cannot otherwife regard them than as fo
many fpecimens- of your flill encreafing degeneracy
and rebellion. Wherefore, then, flould I continue
endeavouring by chaftifement to reclaim you?- Such
principles and temper, as heretofore; continning,: you
will continue revolting more and ‘mofte.. -:-¥ our, eafe,
indeed, appeareth almoft defperatei- I.am-wel nigh
provoked to let you alone ; to fuffer youito-ges on
in your rebellious courfe, without farther admoni-
tion or eomtrol, until you.fhall havefilledvup the
meafure of your iniquitics, and reached: that-point
in guilt, with which punifhment extreme. is-indifpen-
fably conne@ed.” This, my heasgrs, is'a refult, .
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alarming indeed ; and much to be deprccated' by any
?cop[e.

How far, in this our infant ftate, as a nation, we
have reafon to forebode a difpenfation of Providence
fo awful, it is not for me to fay. Thns far,
however, we all know ; that, amid(t the great, and
pumerous benefaltions of Heaven, with which we

_have been favored, it hath pleafed the Almighty,
both in former, and in later times, to prove us by

allotments, of various kinds, perplexing and aflli&ive.
The prefent time, we know alfo, is a time of publig
trouble, diftrefs, fear, and danger. And we know
that, withal, we have little favor to expet on the
fcore of any general reformation that, as yet, hath
appeared. Indeed, without indulging a fpirit of
weak complaint, or wanton crimination, I may fay,
we have réafon to prefume, that, inftead of being
more reformed, we are, in fome refpets at leaft, as
reprehenfible in the eye of moral law, religion, and
our God, ‘as'we ever have been; if we are not really
worfe than ever. ) ‘

Our text dire&teth us, as to its principal point, to
a confideration of that refult, we have mentioned,
But, I mean not to confine myfelf to it. There are
two or three obfervations, conneted with it, and
fuggefted in the place, which, though not new to
you, are likewife proper to be attended to on this
day of humiliation.

We firflt obferve: That adverfe and affliftive
circumftances of a People or Nation are, generally,
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an indication of, their departure from that ftated
order, and that dutiful regard to God, which He
requireth of them. The moral caufe of his having
firicken his people Ifrael was their revolting from
Him. AffliGion, in what form or degree foever, is,
indeed, confequentially conneéted with human depra-
vity. Had there never been fin, adverfity had never
been known. TheDeity, allwife, benignant, and juft,
qever aflieth, excepting where guilt is imputed.
In as much, therefore, as the whole human race
arc involved in guilt, affli®tion hath become the
common lot of man. But, fo far as it is common,
it is no indication of any greater guilt, or of any
greater difpleafure of Heaven, than is proper to
them as lapfed degenerate creatures. 'What I mean
is: that, when it pleafeth the Sovereign and Holy
Ruler of the World to fubje& any People to adver-
fity greater than is common, to them, in ordinary
times, it is, for the moft part, a ftrong prcfumpun
evidence, .on the whole, of their having, in fome
refpes or other, deviated farther from Him than
before in the ways of iniquity. This we colle&, not
barely from the probability of the cafe, compared
with the principle mentioned, but from inftances
analogous recorded in the facred feriptures.  In thofe
{criptures, wherever we read of the occurrence of
any national misfortune unufually fevere, we have
fome intimation of its being the judicial refult of
encreafing iniquity. For this, I need only refer
you to. thofe records; particularly their hiftorical
and prophetical pages. And, my hearers, with
refpe& to ourfelves : Were we difpofed impartially
and faithfully, as we ought, to inquire into ourows
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«condud, in a morat and religious view confidéred,
.we fhould find it; moft probably, to be fuch, as'we
have here defcribed.  Or; if not fo difpofed, were
we only to confider, whether God hath not, at
various times, and in different ways, of lite, been
dealing with us by adverfe difpenfations more fenfibly
affli&tive than in the ordinary courfe of his Provi-
dence? The anfwer will eafily occur to any one, who,
at the fame time, will refle& on our national circunr-
ftances, in certain refpes, which might be mentioned,
either foreign or dometftic, for the four or five years
which are paft; efpecially if he will confider impar-
tially, withal, whether, fince the commencement of
thofe adverfities, we have become more penitent and
reformed than before? Nay, whether any one of
them hath been followed, to any extent at leaft,

with this becoming improvement. The fuggeftion
here too threwdly arifeth to be treated with indiffer-
ence : namely, that, asa People, we have progrefled
untoa higher ftation in iniquity and guilc.

We obferve: That one great defign of God, whes
He involveth a people in adverfe circumftancesy
is; that they might not be in want of thofe difci-
plinary means, which have the likelicft tendency to
lead them into confideration, and thus to reclaim
them from their iniquitous ways. AffliGtions have
been juftly compared to furnaces. Their intention
is ta feparate us from our moral alloy ; to purify our
hearts and our manners from whatever is bafe,
corrupt, and pernicious. If one paffage through this
furnace doth not anfwer the purpofe, He will caft
us in again; and again, if needful. If we arc
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corrigible, it will be well in the end. If not, it will
appear that, the evil is fo deeply ingrained in our
moral conftitution, as not to be diflevered from us.
It will appear, that we are fit only to be rejeéted as
reprobate materials; to be caft out of his providential
care; and given over to be trodden under foot, and
infulted at pleafure.

Thirdly, We obferve : That God is grieved and
provoked, if his corre&ive expedients be not followed
by the wholefome effets to which, when properly
improved, they tend. This is fuggefted by the
mode of expoftulation in our text. It is fpeaking

after the manner of men; who, when they have

been ufing a variety of means to accomplifh a defi-
rable end, and are fruftrated in all, are apt, with
grief and indignation, to refle® on what they have
been {o ineffetually doing ; and to be difpofed, as
in defpair of fuccefs, to furceafe from any farther
attempts. Thus He exprefleth himfelf on occafion of
the obftinate perverfenefs of the Ifraclites in their
wildernefs-journey :  Forty years long was I grieved
with this generation ; it is a people that do err in
their hearts.”” The iflue was, as you doubtlefs
remember, a judicial Sentence or Oath of the
Almighty, that not one of all that generation, Caleb
and Jofhua alone excepted, fhould furvive to behold
the promifed land. In fuch a cafe of a nation, He,
ingeneral, either abandons them forthwith to deftruc-
tion, from which they are never recovered; or,
perhaps, he multiplies his fcourges, until he hath
reduced them to ruin almoft entire ; though, it may
be, not fo entire, as to preclude their reinftatement,
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after a long time at leaft, in their former profperity.
‘Such was his procedure with the Iraelites, who
‘had grieved Him at the time in our text referred to.
After the meafures of corretion which have been
recited, He did not at once deftroy them ; bat,
fome years after, when by their multiplied tranf-
greflions they had filled up the cup of indignation,
He demolifhed their temple, their capital and their
government ; and fuffered the psime of their nation
to be carried into- captivity, from which they were
not, uatil after feventy years, reftored.

But fometimes, as, in the laft place, we ebferve :
He exprefleth his grief and refentment by withold-
‘ing his chaftifing hand ; and permitting them, with-
out farther reftraint or difcipline, to proceed in
their incorrigible licentious courfes. ¢ Why thould
ye be ftricken any more?’ He thus gives the
Ifraelites to fear, that He would, in future, refign
them to their own illicit and pernicious ways, and
treat them as m a defperate cafe; for that, from alt
their former behaviour, it appeared, that, what ex-
“pedients focver he might in future ufe, they would
ftill continue to ¢ revolt more and more.” And
what, my friends, would be the moft probable con-
fequence of fuch divine derelitien? In the cafe of
Ifrael aforementioned we have it exemplified.

The hearts of all men, beth as individuals, and
as nations, arc in the hands of God. It is by his
Almighty and moft gracious intervention, that they
are, at any time, preferved in the forms of order,
civil or religious. This is, or ought to be, acknow-
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icdged by all who profefs to believe in his pravi-
dence, in his moral government of the world, in
the revelations which He hath given us, and in the
powerful tendencies of depraved human nature.
Such, then, being the cafe, fuppofe that interven-
tion once fo ceafe; efpecially, fuppofe it to ceafe at
a period of time, whep, as at the time referred to,
their vicious habits have rifen inta force, and force
incarrigible, and, doubtlefs, . their progrefs in the
ways of iniquity muft needs be audacious and rapid
indeed ; aund the effe@s of that progrefs muft be
suinous, as they are rapid and audacious. At fuch
a time,- to fay nothing of the combined operation
of inpumerous other caufes, the very reflettion, in
minds {o degenerate, occurring, that, natwith{tanding
their impenitence, their deliverance hath ohtained,
will paturally embolden them to greater temerity
in their offenfive and diforderly condu&. It will,
moreovcr, encourage them to regard fuch forms of
wmisfortune as only things of courfe, which, as the
pafling cloud, will fpon blaw over, like the paft,
and leawe them as fecure and happy as before.—An
infatuation it is, the moft deplorable! A condition
it is, with all its fecming encouragements, moft illu-
five and fatal ; and inexpreflibly more to be dread-

“ed than any other kind of adverfity, whofe removal

is matter of the greateft joy. '

Were this, my hearers, (which God, moft gra-
cious and long-fuffering, forbid) were this ever to
be our condition, we fhould then be a people, be-
yond 3] our prefent or former experience, or fears,
wretched indeed, Were np foreign enemy then to
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invade us; were our commerce to be free from
predatory violence; our cities from fire, contribution,
or wafting difeafe; our fields from drought or
mildew ; our houfes of worthip from impious abufe ;
and religious rites from perverfion or reftraint : yet,

neverthelefs, diforder and confufion, in one deftruc-

tive form and another, would of courfé arife, and
unavoxdably prevail ; fa&ions would diftraét and
pervert our councils; mutual diffenfions amongft
individuals, families, neighbourhoods, and ftates,
would engender mutual diftruft and alienation ; and
all combined would at length produce univerfal de-
rangement and mifery ; until having completed the
amount of our folly and guilt, we thould become,
at once, fit and fignal examples of the righteous
vengeance of Heaven ; and that either in the pre-
valence of fome furious fa&tion, or in the fuccefsful
ufurpation of fome ambitious demagogue, or afpir-
ing official chara&er, civil or military, or, perhaps,
in our fubjugation by fome foreign overbearing and
tyranmcal power, or cven, in the utter cxtm&lon
of our chara&er, or very name, as a Natxon

Thefe obfervations, my friends, compared with
our prefent national predicament which hath occa-
fioned them, are truly interefting ; and call for our
moft ferious ‘and religious attention. Numerous
and diftinguithing have been the favours of Provi-
dence conferred on us both before and fince we havc
become a free and an indcpendent people. Thofe
favors too, in order to reftrain our prefumption, and
corrc& our ingratitude, have in wifdom been blcndcd
on occafion with dlfuplmary frowns of Heaven,

B
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“For fome time paft, however, the clouds and the
darknefs have been gathering thick, and affuming a
more permanent and menacing afpe&. Of late, as
portentous of fpeedy ftorm, they have been rapidly
increafing. We have already felt, in no fmall
meafure, their deftru&ive impreflion ; and now at
length they feem, as if, in all their forms of devafta-
tion and horror, they would burft forth upon us.

i

To us, as citizens of the American Republic, this
ftate of things, under feveral views, is peculiarly
affliting. The revolution in favour of Liberty in
one of the moft potent nations of the world, with
whom we were allied, was an event, in which every
friend of humanity amongft us fincerely rejoiced.
And when the coalition of the oppofing powers took
place, and the troubles of Europe commenced, we
not only flattered ourfelves, that the caufe of need-
ful and well-adjufted freedom would neverthelefs
prevail ; but, that, during the conteft, we thould be
fuffered to enjoy the benefits of that neutral ftation,
which we had, in policy alike humane and laudable,
afflumed. With views fo generous and juft, what-
ever, from other quarters might be apprehended,
we little fufpeéted that inimical meafures would be
fuggefted againt us in the houfe of our friends.

But, fo it hath been.  Inimical meafures have,
even there, been fuggefted againft us; and, not
only fuggefted, but wantonly and violently carried
into effe®. And although, as becometh us, we
ultimately refer the procedure to the fovereign
permiffion or appointment of Heaven: yet, as devifed



23

by men, ahd by men, profefling to fupport the fame

common caufe with us ; and devifed by men, with-

out provocation, adequate at leaft, on our part;

and by the government of a nation with whom we

were {tritly and cordially allied; it is a circum.

ftance, on which we caanot refle@ without fcelmgs
alike rcgrctful and mdngnant.

Befides that, in the yet immature condition of
our young and -growing country, a ftate of war
with any foreign power muft be to us peculiarly
mjurious ; and, as injurious, peculiarly undefirable.
Were I to enlarge in explanation of this fubje&, I
fhould, not only infult your underftandings, and
mmpofe on your patience, but-deviate, perhaps, too
far, from the limits of this facred office, I there-
forc only add ; that, how pleafing and advantage.
ous foever, a ftate of continued peace might be, it
was much more reafonably, on account of the jufr
tice of our claims, to be conceded by the powers at
war, than expefted, on account of our deferts, as
fubje&s of the moral government of God,

Heaven-favored, as we have been, we have with.,
al been a Heaven-offending people. As fuch, at
this awful crifis, it is doubtlefs highly becoming,
that we fhould make, as at prefent, a folemn and
relizious paufe.  In fuch a day of ill-boding appear-
ances, it behoveth us well to confider our ways,
As part of the national community, it behoveth us
to afk ourfelves, by what iniquities we have provoks
ed the Righteous Ruler of the world thus to me-
nace and thus to fmite vs with the rod of adverfity ;
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with contrition unfeigned to confefs thofe - iniguiticy
before Him; deeply to humble ourfelves in the
view of them; and to deprecate an expofure to his
yet higher refentment by oar continuance in them..

Let us, my friends, accordingly inquire, and that,
as in the prefence of Geod, with all due faithfulnefy
and impartiality, what returns we have made for all
the goodnefs he hath heretofore thewn us? - How
far we have improved the bounties of his common
beneficence?. Hew far we have improved the
bleflings of former deliverance ; the blefings of
national freedom ftill continued anto us; the blcffiugs
of a form of government, on the whole, the wifcft
and beft conftituged of any now exifting on casth ;
and the bleflings of thofe good laws, and that well-
adjufted adminiftration, with which we are favered ?
Let us inquire how far we have endeavoured to
promote ‘order, peace, and mutual concord in the
fpheres of fociety refpeftively allotted ws? How
far we have endeavoured to fecond, and, as our
power extendeth, to fupport the well-meant meafures
of thofe, to whom, under God, we have committed
our national affairs? Let us efpecially inquire, how
we have improved the privileges and means of
rcligion ; what refpe® we have paid to its holy
revelations ; and to the feveral duties and ordinances
in the Chriftian fyftem enjoined? How far we have
been careful “ to do juftice, love mercy, and walk
humbly with our God > Whether we have been
difpofed to acknowledge him ‘in all our ways; and
to confefs our entire unworthinefs of all that favor.
and protcction, he hath extended umto us? And



24

finally : how we have conduéted under thofe chaftife-
ments of various kinds, whether private, domeftic,
or more public and national, with which he hath,
at any time, feen meet to affli&® us? Have they
iffued in a relinquifhment of thofe ways, in which we
had gone aftray ? Or, have we hardened our necks
‘the more againft God, and revolted more and
more ? :

. Thefe, my fellow Citizens, and Chriftian hearers,
on the prefent occafion efpecially, are proper, inter-
efting, and, it may be, if anfwered aright, humiliating
enquiries. And the more humiliating, when we
confider the prefent difpenfation as fucceeding
others alike corretive, and, yet, alike ineffe@ual in
producing the reformation intended. Such being
the cafe, judge ye for yourfelves, whether there be
not reafon to apprehend that, our Maker at length
may be grieved with us? And, moreover, whether
there bé not reafon to fear, that, thould we, with
the removal of the prefent difpenfation, ftill remain
unreformed, whether, I fay, there be not reafon,
and I add-great reafon, to fear, that, in wrath, he
may ceafe from farther corre&ion, and thenceforth
.leave us, unbridled and at large, to our own un-
righteous eourfes, until, in one way and another,
we fhall, either have irrecoverably ruined ourfelves,
or become a prey to fome intriguing, or fome violent
invader ? Of all the dreadful remonftrances of
Heaven againft a corre&ed but unreforming people,
that of our text is moft to be dreaded ; and, of all
denunciations moft to be deprecated, is that we
bave recorded refpedting Ephraim of old in 2
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fimilar cafe : “ Ephraim is joined to his idals; let
him aloge.”

My friends of this fociety ; Shall it net be our
care, that our penitence, at leaft, be fuch, as that,
neither the denunciation, nor the remonftrance be
incurred by ady future reprehenfible condu& of
aurs? With the view to this happy effe&, it is
our maft earneft defire, and pleafing hope, that
the offices of this day may be, by us, acceptably
pc.rformcd and that they may fuccefsfully iffue
in the fruits intended. Perhaps, on the whole,
a mare inftructive fpecimen of fuccefsful humiliation
and prayer canmot be given than that of ancient
Nincveh, on occafion of the alarming meflage and
admonition of Jonah. Nineveh was a great and
fplendid city ; the royal capital of the Affyrian em-
pirc ; whole wickednefs, on account of its exceed-
ing enormity, is faid to have “ come up before
God.” Jonmah, by a divine extraordinary notice,
was commanded thither to repair; and, traverfing
ftreets, to proclaim with a loud and confident voice:
¢ Yet forty days and Nineveh fhall be gverthrown.””
Though a heathen city, the inhabirants of Nine-
veh believed God ; they proclaimed a Faft; they
pot on fackcloth ; and, with their monarch from
bis throne, they indifcriminately feated themfelves
in afhes, agrecably to the cuftom of the times on
fach folemn occaftons ; and eried mightily to God 3
and turned every one from his evil way. This they
did, as encouraged by that well founded fuggeftion,
sxprefled in the proclamation aforefaid:  Wha
can tell, if God will mrB and repent him; and
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turn away from his fierce anger, that we perifh
not ”” And what was the iffue of this awful fcene
of penitent devotion? ¢ God,” it is faid, ¢ beheld
their works, that they turned from their evil way :

and God repented of the evil, that He had faid,
Hc would do unto them ¢ and did it not.*” Let
as, my friends, avail ourfelves of the wholefome
example, which that people, tinenlightened, as they
were, hath fet 6s. Let tis mourn fincerely, as they
did, for our paft tranfgreflions. And, as they did,

let us prove our fincerity by turning every one from
the evil of his doings. “ Who can tell, if God
will turn his fierce anger,” likewife, ¢ from us.”

At any rate, fuch repentance becometh us both as
individuals, and as part of the national fociety.
And, without fuch repentance, we may well be per-
fuaded, we thall neither be prepared for the deliver-
ance we need, nor, with all the other means, which
may be reforted to, fhall we have reafon fufficient,
with any degree of conﬁdcncc at lcaﬂ, to exped it.

And now, having adverted to means of defence,
I cannot help, in the conclufion, adding one, which
indeed belongs to the purpofe of our prefent religious

* The Prophet, very probably intimated to the Ninevites,
that repentance was the only poffible method of efcaping the
threatened deftruction. Yet it feems that, the Almighty faw
it proper, in the prefent cafe, 10 be upon the referve on this
point ; that He did net reveal to Jonah his defign of pardoning
them on their repentance; and that Jonah, of confequence,
did not reveal it to the Ninevites. This appcars from the afore-
ci ed words of the Proclamation, which fpeak of the event as
dreadfally uncertain even though they fhould repent.
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engagement ; which is part of that proof of
fincerity we have mentioned; and which, as it
dependeth, fo i1s incumbent, on every individual : I
mean, prudence, candor, and well dire&ted mode-
ration in our political differences; together with a
firm and fteady union in the meafures of defence
which are, or may be provided, and profecuted by
the powers of government. Here, allowing the
reference in this place, the fable of the bundle of
rods will be apt to occur to our minds. Separated,

the rods are caﬁly broken : united, they will refift
almoft any force. Dxffcr, my friends, 'on political
queftions, we may ; provided always, that we differ
from judgment, not prejudice ; in charity, not with
ill-nature. chcrthclcfé, where queftions have been
conftitutionally decided, and meafures accdrdingly'
purfued, by our union in thofe meafures, it behoveth
us, as good citizens, to ftrengthen the hands of
thofe, in whom we have confided for the national
defence; and by our union it behoveth us, if we
would a& with political or religious confiftency, ‘to
avoid all that kind of difagreement, which is produc-
tive of any of thofe evils we this day bewail ; ‘and
which, of courfe, precludeth that order and refor-
mation, with which is conneced the heavenly favor
we folicit. '

It is not for me to explain the grounds, or to trace
the progrefs of thofe differences, which have fo
unhappily fubfifted both in our public councils, and
in our more private and fortuitous intercourfe.
Whatever they may have been, we moft devoutly
hope they have, in a meafure at leaft, fubfided,
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Yet, it i$ afifing in nd (mall destee to obferve the
means, which, by many, are inconfiderately, and,
by fomé, evén wantonly ufed to keep alive thc
pérnicious fpirit. Not to mention the uvncandid
éonftrudtions, and irritating refle@ions, which are
indulged in private difcourfe ; or inftances of fpeech
alike reprehenfible in one of the moft augutt -
But I forbear; I venerate the wifdom and dngmry
of my Conntry in her high Delegation.—Not tq
mention, I fay, thefe things, I cannot help remarking,
as in this place I have formerly done, on the fa&tious
and highly inflammatory publications, which are daily
diffufed throughout this City and every department
of the Union ; and on the blameworthinefs, to ufe
no harther term, which is contra&ted by aiding with
our cuftom or otherwife the Editors of fuch poifon-
ous ebullitians ; 3 whicheyer polmcal party thcy may
havc cfpoufcd

My friends, I fay not thefe things as affaming 2
political chara&er. I fpeak as a minifter of religion.
They are infra&ions of the laws of religion, of good
morals, and of focial obligation, I mean to reprobate.
They are infra&tions, likewife, whofe baleful influence
on the interefts of our Country, and on our hopes
of heavenly proteéion, are even incalculable. On
this occafion therefore, and in this hour of religious

‘{entiment and contrite refletion, I am perfuaded,

you will admit the freedom? with which 1 {peak.

‘With refpet to union in the national defence, and,
T add, in affe&tion for the honour and real intereit
of our Country, though we ¢annot vouch for the
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whews of fome individuals on both fides of the poli-
gieal arrangenrent which feems to have been formed,
we are, neverthelefs, happy in the entire perfuafion,
that there are good men, and real well-meaning
Patriots on both ; and that, on neither fide they merit
the opprobrivus imputations, and opprobrioas
mames, with which either ignorance, fattious
dcfign, or mabevolence, hath attempted to brasd
them. We are aHo heppy in obferving that,
notwithftanding the party-provocations, which have
been given, to the contrary effet, fo many have
difcovered their good fenfe, integrity, and fortitude
of mind in acceding to meafures, of which they had
previoufly difapproved; and difapproved, chiefly,
H not altogether, for want of farther information;
without which information, thcy conld not, with
honelty, #s they concetved, give them their exprefs
and cordial confent. ‘How many more of our good
fellow-Citizens might have thus acceded, had it not
been for that party-licentioufnefs, of which we fpeak;;
and how many more, were it to fubfide, might yet
acccdc, we cannot pretend to aflert. But of this
we arc well convinced, that, the famre licentioufnefs
'continumg, the fame injarious effe&s will continue to
folow. Amrd how far its progrefs may affe@ pur
fafcty in the prefent atarming ftate of our Counitry 3
how much farther it may yet vitiate our morals, and
our mational chara®er; and how much farther #
may expofe us to the refentments of Heaven, the
God of Heaven only knows,

For us, my hearers, in our proper chara&er,
‘whether civil or religious; the path of duty, on the
whole, I prefume, is plain before us, As good
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Chriftians, it is" our bounden duty to confider, and
to treat; with charity and candor t‘hc political opinions
of thofe, who mdy differ from Ais: and, as good
Republica’ns, it'is our botindén’ duty to accommos
date ourfelves ‘to the’ dccnﬁons, in form approved,
of thofe,” who legnﬂatc for us; and to the meafures
of Executive Government, - which accord with its
conftitutional powers, and the exigence of exifting
times.” To this accommodatjon we are called in corref-
pondence with our profeffed fincerity in the offices of
the day, and in the reference which we make of our
Country’s Caufe. By this accommodation, conne&ed
with real contrition for, and converfion from our evi}
ways, we may hope for the blefing of God,
With this accommodation, we need not defpair of the
deliverance we folicit: and deliverance, as we believe,
in the moft {eafonable time voychfafed ; and vouch.
fafed, not in wrath, asit, otherwife, juftly might be,
but in great mercy and beneficence, and abounding
with well-founded premonitions of future nationa)
fecurity, profperity, and honour, -

With thefe views imprcﬁ'cd,lci us, in truth,humble
ourfelves under the mighty Hand of God. With
thefe views imprefled, let us, in truth, turn every
one from the errors of his way. ‘And, in the inte-
grity of our hearts, let us cordially and confidently
refer to Him our deareft intereft, our Country’s
Caufe.—He wijll defend us: Blefled be his Name !
He will, in due time, exalt us.

I conclude with that pertinent Confeflion and
Pra/cr of the Prophet: ¢ O Lord, Great and
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Dreadful God, Wey have finned, and committed

iniquity, even by departing from thy precepts and
thy judgments ;—O Lord, Righteoufnefs belongeth
unto Thee ; but unto us confufion of faces, as at
this day—=——Neverthelefs; O Lord, hear: O Lord,
forgive : O Lord, hearken and do: Do, and defer
not, for thine own Name’s fake ; O my God: Fog
thy People are called by thy Name. ‘

THE END.
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