
 

Vermont Proficiency-Based Learning Resources 
 Please share suggestions for other resources that could be included! (bfreeman@vtlff.org). 

 

Resource Hubs: 

Vermont Agency of Education: Proficiency Based Learning 

Tarrant Institute for Innovative Education - Learning Lab & Proficiency-based learning 

iNACOL Competency Education Resources 

UP for Learning 

Mastery Transcript Consortium 

 

Making the Transition: 

Vermont's Shift Toward Proficiency Infographic 

What's the Deal with Proficiency-based Learning 

Stories on the Road to Proficiency video 

Stories on the Road to Proficiency Guide 

 

Assessment: 

Research Brief: Proficiency-Based Grading Practices 

Let's Give Up the Search for 'Best Practices' in Grading 

 

Transcripts: 

Proficiency-Based Grading and Transcripts: Responding To Parent and Community Concerns 

How do Colleges View Proficiency-Based Transcripts? 

How Selective Colleges and Universities Evaluate Proficiency-Based Transcripts: Insights for... 
Vermont’s Journey Toward Proficiency and Personalization: College Acceptance and the 

Proficiency-Based Transcript 

Talking with Families About Transcripts and Grading in a Personalized, Competency-Based... 
 

Deep Dives: 

Moving Towards Mastery: Growing, Developing and Sustaining Educators for Competency-Based...  

Designing for Equity: Leveraging Competency-Based Education to Ensure All Students Succeed 

The Standards-Based Classroom: Make Learning the Goal, Rinkema & Williams, CVU Learns 

 

Local Commentaries: 

How Personal Learning is Working in Vermont - Penny Bishop, John Downes and James Nagle 

Are Your Students Ready For Their Graduation Handshake? - Rose Colby, 2Revolutions, NH 

Hitting Targets, but Missing the Point? - Bill Rich, Red House Learning 

How to Argue with Standards-Based Learning - Emily Rinkema and Stan Williams, CVU Learns 

The Importance of Proficiency-Based Learning  - Helen Beattie, UP for Learning 
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mailto:bfreeman@vtlff.org
https://education.vermont.gov/student-learning/proficiency-based-learning
https://www.uvm.edu/cess/tiie
https://tiie.w3.uvm.edu/blog/learning-lab-vt/#.XKSY7y3MzOQ
https://tiie.w3.uvm.edu/blog/category/proficiency-based-learning/#.XKLEui3MzOQ
https://www.inacol.org/resources/resource-search/?resource_topics=14
https://www.upforlearning.org/
http://www.mastery.org/
https://www.upforlearning.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Proficiency-Infographic-FINAL.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_jV91CVs1mU&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0wGIIl_eO2s&t=113s
https://www.upforlearning.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/SRP-dialogueguide_web.pdf
https://education.vermont.gov/documents/research-brief-proficiency-based-grading-practices
http://tguskey.com/lets-give-up-the-search-for-best-practices-in-grading/
https://education.vermont.gov/documents/edu-proficiency-based-grading-and-transcripts-responding-to-parent-and-community-concerns
http://newenglandssc.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/NESSC_Briefing_No16_College_Admissions.pdf
http://www.nebhe.org/info/pdf/policy/Policy_Spotlight_How_Colleges_Evaluate_PB_HS_Transcripts_April_2016.pdf
https://education.vermont.gov/documents/college-acceptance-and-proficiency-based-transcript
https://education.vermont.gov/documents/college-acceptance-and-proficiency-based-transcript
https://knowledgeworks.org/resources/transcripts-grading-competency-based/
https://www.inacol.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Moving-Toward-Mastery.pdf
https://www.inacol.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/CompetencyWorks-DesigningForEquity.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/Standards-Based-Classroom-Make-Learning-Goal/dp/1544324200
http://cvulearnsblog.blogspot.com/
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/mar17/vol74/num06/How-Personal-Learning-Is-Working-in-Vermont.aspx
http://www.2revolutions.net/blog/are-your-students-ready-for-their-graduation-handshake
https://billrichblog.blogspot.com/2019/02/hitting-targets-but-missing-point-take.html
https://billrichblog.blogspot.com/2019/02/hitting-targets-but-missing-point-take.html
http://cvulearnsblog.blogspot.com/2017/11/how-to-argue-with-standards-based.html
http://cvulearnsblog.blogspot.com/
http://cvulearnsblog.blogspot.com/2017/11/how-to-argue-with-standards-based.html
https://vtdigger.org/2019/03/10/helen-beattie-importance-proficiency-based-learning/
http://www.vtlff.org/


 

Proficiency-Based Learning Resources 

Organized by Brain-Based Principles of Learning Design 

Curated by Red House Learning, LLC 

 

Eliciting Social & Emotional Engagement 

● Students Learn from People They Love: Putting Relationship Quality at the Center of Education 

● Schlechty on Engagement (text: three page overview) 

● Schlechty’s Levels of Engagement (video: 4 mins overview) 

● What’s Going on in the Brain of a Curious Child (short text) 

● How to Ensure Students are Actively Engaged and Not Just Compliant (short text) 

● The Learning Pit, James Nottingham (video: 11 mins video re: cultivating curiosity, the jet fuel of 

learning) 

● Daniel Pink, The Puzzle of Motivation (TED talk, 19 mins) 

 

Targeting Practice 

● Blocked, Serial, and Random Practice 

● Six Powerful Learning Strategies You Must Share with Your Students 

● Cold Call (blog: Doug Lemov strategy for engaging students) 

● Exit Cards (google doc: formative assessment strategy, lots of examples) 

● Such a hugely helpful slide from Carol Tomlinson. 

● The Why, What, & How of Learning Scales 

 

Orchestrating Timely Feedback 

● Why Should We (& How Can We) Engage Our Students in the Assessment Process 

● Moving from Feedback to Feedforward, Cult of Pedagogy summary of The Feedback Fix & 

interview with Joe Hirsch. 

● What Feedback Is and Isn’t 

● How to give students better feedback without working nights and weekends 

● Critique and Feedback: The Story of Austin’s Butterfly 

● Moving From Feedback to Feedforward 

● On Correcting Instead of Critiquing 

● Three Tips for Giving Great Constructive Feedback 

● When Students Track Their Progress 

 

Cultivating Mental Models 

● Backwards Bicycle (power of mental models) 

● Teaching that Sticks (10 page summary of Made to Stick; scroll down to page 7 and read the 

Curse of Knowledge section) 

● What is ‘Transfer of Learning’ and How Does It Help Learners? (video: 4 mins explanation) 

● Tips of Teaching for Transfer: a ‘BDA’ Framework 
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https://www.redhouselearning.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/17/opinion/learning-emotion-education.html?action=click&module=Opinion&pgtype=Homepage
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gvMjXOaq5gVHZrdThQWmhWV3c/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=256hluHbp2o
https://ww2.kqed.org/mindshift/2014/10/27/whats-going-on-inside-the-brain-of-a-curious-child/?utm_content=bufferc87ce&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer
https://ww2.kqed.org/mindshift/2016/12/09/how-to-ensure-students-are-actively-engaged-and-not-just-compliant/?utm_content=bufferc4a6c&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook.com&utm_campaign=buffer
https://vimeo.com/128462566
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rrkrvAUbU9Y
http://teachlikeachampion.com/blog/nick-winkelman-blocked-serial-random-practice/
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/learning-strategies/
http://teachlikeachampion.com/blog/cold-call-inclusive/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mVizd4sv65A7MHYJ9MB0CVvZi5Lhj5ZujZhlGMxs5uI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1SM-GXjmIAsk5IiYyRMdVWLMphXry5bLwYRyZiW6nfhU/edit?usp=sharing
https://billrichblog.blogspot.com/2019/02/the-why-what-and-how-of-learning-scales.html
https://billrichblog.blogspot.com/2019/02/teachable-moment-why-should-we-how-can.html
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/feedforward/
https://grantwiggins.wordpress.com/2014/04/15/what-feedback-is-and-isnt/
https://www.gerarddawson.org/feedback/#step_4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hqh1MRWZjms
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/feedforward/
http://teachlikeachampion.com/blog/coaches-correcting-instead-critiquing/
https://www.getadministrate.com/blog/3-tips-for-giving-great-constructive-feedback/
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/dec09/vol67/num04/When-Students-Track-Their-Progress.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MFzDaBzBlL0&t=44s
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gvMjXOaq5gazdQQ2NWeXFoSjA/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N8QfkT8L9lo
https://www1.udel.edu/dssep/transfer/Tips%20on%20Teaching%20for%20Transfer.pdf
http://www.vtlff.org/


 

● Everything you know about curriculum might be wrong. Really. (blog by Grant Wiggins) 

● Transfer as the Point of Education (blog by Grant Wiggins that defines and makes the case for 

teaching and assessing for transfer) 

● Lynn Erickson: Three-D Curriculum Design, KUD, Structure of Knowledge, Transfer (google slides: 

When you open these it looks like you have to pay to see them, but you don’t. Just click on the 

“read free for 30 days” button. Take your time with these. So important, and so much here.) 
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https://grantwiggins.wordpress.com/2012/03/13/everything-you-know-about-curriculum-may-be-wrong-really/
https://grantwiggins.wordpress.com/2012/01/11/transfer-as-the-point-of-education/
https://www.scribd.com/doc/237137842/lynn-erickson-on-kud-recurring-big-ideas
http://www.vtlff.org/

