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Every year, planners, engineers, city officials, politicians, 
community leaders and academics from around the world 
come to visit our team in Copenhagen to learn first hand 
how good a bicycle city can be. The annual Copenhagenize 
Master Class offers an intensive immersion in the City of 
Cyclists that prepares passionate individuals to push ahead 
with the transition toward more efficient, liveable, cleaner 
and healthier cities. 

The Copenhagenize team has since taken the Master Class 
abroad to Paris, Perth, Lisbon and Bordeaux. Participants 
from every corner of the globe, from Egypt to the UK, from 
Tasmania to Chile, have left the sessions full of energy and 
new ideas to implement in their home cities. 

In 2021, Copenhagenize is launching the first ever Master 
Class in the Western Hemisphere here in Montréal, our 
home in the Americas. A dynamic North American metropolis 
with strong links to European culture and lifestyles, Montréal 
is the perfect place to understand how best-practice bicycle 
planning is beginning to take root in cities on this side of 
the pond.

The Master Class is an opportunity to dive head-first into 
the latest topics in urban cycling, inspired by international 
best-practice but firmly grounded in the local environment - it 
teaches a people-first bicycle design language and fosters 
connections and understanding that help us make our 
communities better places to live.

Along with gaining a deep understanding of the ongoing 
transformations of Copenhagen and Montréal, the Master 
Class by Copenhagenize covers engaging topics such as:

 → Global bicycle urbanism

 → Desire lines and observational analysis

 → International bicycle infrastructure design

 → Bicycle communications for the 99%

This year‘s program is jam-packed with three days of lectures, 
tours, workshops, guest talks and an exploration of fun and 
food in Montréal. 
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Bike Tours

It’s one thing to hear about how practical and efficient best-
practice bicycle infrastructure is, it’s another to actually expe-
rience it. Hopping onto bikes, we will examine how the latest 
bicycle infrastructure innovations in Montréal function in real 
life, and how designs are quickly evolving in the Americas. 
Guiding participants through the city, we will address topics 
from winter maintenance to network planning and everything 
in between. 

Keynotes

Throughout each of the three days we’ll hear from members 
of the Copenhagenize team on topics ranging from cycling in 
the suburbs to collecting data on bicycles, as well as lectures 
from a number of invited guest speakers to show hands-on 
experience on specific local topics. Lively discussions are 
always encouraged in our sessions, and plenty of time is 
planned for participants to digest all the material, and dream 
up how these strategies and designs could find a way back 
home to their cities.

Workshops

Our unique and engaging workshops have participants taking 
advantage of Montréal as a living lab, applying their insights 
and learnings from this city onto their hometowns. Our ob-
servational workshop will have participants head out into the 
streets during a morning rush hour, observing the behaviour 
of thousands of citizen cyclists as they criss-cross the urban 
landscape. Then on the final day, we turn to participants’ 
hometowns, brainstorming ideas and proposing streetscape 
interventions that reflect their newfound insights. 
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The Master Class program in a nutshell

We kick-off the session with a 5 à 7 (an eve-
ning Meet & Greet) with the Copenhagenize 
Design Co. team 

In the morning we focus on observation, data 
and cyclist behaviour through workshops and 
talks. After lunch we turn to structural bicycle 
networks and regional cycling integration.

On the third and final day, we look at effecti-
ve cycling communication and apply design 
learnings to international examples through 
talks and workshops.

The first day is filled with talks, bike tours  
of the local neighbourhood and evening ac-
tivities showcasing the evolving nature of 
Montréal as a bicycle city.

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3
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Who leads the Copenhagenize Master Class?

Three members of the Copenhagenize Canada team will be your animators for three days: 

Michael Wexler
Director of Copenhagenize Canada
Michael is deeply involved in working with clients 
around the world to develop winning strategies and 
innovative designs for bicycle-friendly infrastructure 
investments. As the head of the firm’s North American 
office in Montreal, Michael has worked with cities and 
governments across North America from Silicon Valley 
to Saskatoon. He has a multi-disciplinary background 
in urban planning, project management, design and 
visual media, and a Master of Planning from McGill 
University - as well as years of experience cycling on 
Danish best-practice infrastructure.

Lorenz Siegel
Landscape Architect 
Trained as a landscape architect in Vienna, Lorenz has 
an array of visual and analytical skills honed in the field 
of bicycle urbanism. He has helped bring European 
best-practice designs to North American contexts in 
Montreal, Detroit, Long Beach and Santa Cruz, among 
others. Beyond landscape architecture, his background 
includes, urban planning, design and visual media. 
Before moving to Montreal, he cut his teeth on world-
class cycling infrastructure in Copenhagen. 

Samuel Gagnon-Smith
Planning Analyst
A longtime cycling advocate, Sam’s professional path in 
the world of Bicycle Urbanism began with a position at 
the City of Paris after completing a master‘s degree in 
urbanism at Sciences Po. Working as a mobility planner 
for the City during the pandemic reaffirmed for him that 
the bicycle – in addition to being sustainable, active 
and inclusive – is the resilient mode of transportation 
par excellence.
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“The Master Class was valuable for my business 

and career. I really appreciated it and the fact that 

Copenhagenize continues to provide such valuable, 

hands-on training for bike planners.”

Jeff

Chico, USA

But don‘t take our word for it...

“I use what I learned at the Master Class to educa-

te the people around me in Australia, because the 

training of transport and traffic engineers tends to 

be very car-centric.”

Lise
Sydney, Australia
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Why Montreal? 
Over the last few decades, Montreal has been 
gradually transforming itself into one of the most 
bicycle-friendly cities in the Americas. In the city’s 
urban core, Canada’s most densely populated 
borough has become its most bicycle friendly, with 
1 in 5 trips made by bicycle. Since 2017, political 
will in City Hall and bicycle advocacy at the 
community level have converged to accelerate the 
implementation of new infrastructure and innovation 
in all aspects of Bicycle Urbanism. 

Ready to apply?

Every year we accept 15-25 passionate individuals 
with a desire to learn and work actively towards 
designing Life-Sized Cities with the bicycle lea-
ding the way. Past applicants have generally 
been professionals in planning, engineering and 
design, public officials, policy-makers, bicycle-fo-
cused business people, graduate students, and 
bicycle advocates. There is, however, no specific 
requirement.

Part of what makes the Copenhagenize Master 
Class so special is the fact that we bring together 
participants with international experience from 
around the world—people who can inspire each 
other. When we have a surplus of applicants, we 
will generally select participants to ensure that we 
have a broad international group with a diverse 
professional background. 

To apply, visit 
www.copenhagenize.eu/master-class

Pour pouvoir acceuill ir  un maximum de 

participant.e.s du Canada, des États-Unis et 

ailleurs, les présentations du Master Class de 

Montréal se dérouleront majoritairement en 

anglais. Cependant, les ateliers et activités 

s‘adapent très bien à un environnement 

multilingue. L‘équipe de Copenhagenize est 

à l‘aise dans plusieurs langues - les questions, 

discussions et conversations en français, 

espagnol, allemand et italien sont entièrements 

les bienvenues!
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Conditions:

 → The price includes: 3 days of lectures 
and workshops, 3 breakfasts, 3 lunches, 
3 dinners, 1 bicycle rental and all 
presentation materials. 

 → Registration is dependent on receipt of 
payment.

 → Payments will be invoiced by a Canadian 
company. 

 → Participants receive certificates of 
completion from the event.

 → Cancellation and reimbursement is 
possible up to 30 days before the 
beginning of the Master Class.

 → In the event of fewer than 15 registrations, 
the organizer reserves the right to cancel 
the event. In this case, all participants will 
be fully reimbursed and notified 20 days 
before the Master Class. 

What is the application process?

Register for the Master Class by clicking here.

Once you‘ve registered, you‘ll be sent asked to process 
payment to confirm your spot in the event. When your 
payment has been received, you‘ll be sent a registration 
confirmation with the detailed program of the event and all 
necessary practical information. 

Price for the 2021 Montréal Master Class: $1,400 CAD

Will there be other Master Classes?

Every year, Copenhagenize Design Co. hosts the original 
Master Class at our Copenhagen office in June. Keep your 
eyes open for the announcement of the 2022 session.

8 Copenhagenize Design Co.

For all additional information and inquiries, 
please contact mtl@copenhagenize.eu
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