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Addressing Climate Change by an Initiative to the People
Introducing...I-1631!
By Ken Lans, MD, WPSR Vice President
Initiative 1631 results from the hard
work WPSR has been intimately involved
with as part of the leadership of the
historic coalition, the Alliance for Jobs
and Clean Energy. This growing coalition,
formed three years ago, includes the
state’s leading labor organizations,
environmental and climate groups,
communities of color, low income and
immigrant rights groups, faith
communities, and health professionals –
all working together to develop a just,
equitable, and effective climate policy.
Having represented WPSR on the
Alliance steering committee for the past
2.5 years, and been part of putting that
policy together, I think we’ve succeeded.
That coalition, now with the addition of
sovereign tribes and others, has become
Clean Air Clean Energy Washington/
yeson1631, the campaign organization
now leading the effort to pass what
we’re calling the Protect Washington
Act.
Polling done before we filed last month
showed that health led the list of
“arguments” most likely to have people
voting yes. That’s one reason why it is
important for the health community to
be fully and visibly involved in this
campaign. WPSR intends to make the
most of this crucial opportunity to get
our health message across, with a cadre
of physicians, nurses, and public health
professionals already trained and ready
to speak, and future advocacy training
days being planned to engage even
more people.

Initiative Measure No. 1631 concerns pollution.
This measure would charge pollution fees on sources of greenhouse
gas pollutants and use the revenue to reduce pollution, promote clean
energy, and address climate impacts, under oversight of a public board.

Ballot measure summary:

This measure would impose pollution fees on certain large emitters of
greenhouse gas pollutants based on rules determining carbon content,
starting in 2020. A public board would supervise spending the revenues
on reducing pollution, promoting clean energy, and addressing climate
impacts to the environment and communities. Utilities could receive
credits for approved investments. Indian tribes would consult on projects directly impacting their land. There would be periodic reporting
on the measure’s effectiveness.

While I’m very excited about this
initiative itself, and as important as
passing this landmark policy would be,
I’m even more sold on what we’ve built
in the process of “birthing” this
initiative — solid trust, mutual respect,
and strong, open lines of
communication across the leadership of
labor, environmentalists, communities
of color and the other constituencies
that are part of the Alliance.
I see it becoming a model for other
states and localities – not just for the
fair, just, equitable and effective
climate policy we’ve put together, but
also for forming a broad, diverse
coalition like we have. Moving forward,
I hope we can continue to find common
ground toward addressing other
important issues and problems.

WPSR activists Laureen Nussbaum and
Chris Covert-Bowlds collecting signatures

(continued on next page)
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An Exciting Campaign Organizing Model
By Sarah Cornett, Climate Program Organizer
As WPSR’s Climate Program
Organizer, I’ve worked with other
organizers in the Alliance for Jobs
and Clean Energy Coalition over the
past six months to build a strong,
collaborative campaign to get “Clean
Air Clean Energy” on the ballot.
During my first four months here, I
additionally worked half-time as the
AJCE organizer in Pierce, Thurston,
and Kitsap counties, supporting
Climate Justice Stewards (our
volunteers), engaging new
volunteers and potential supporters,
and organizing kickoff events in
Tacoma and Olympia to help build
our campaign.

What excites me so much about this
campaign is the organizing model
being executed by the Field Team,
under the leadership of Field
Director Ahmed Gaya. Our effort is
being led and coordinated by
distributed teams of volunteer
leaders across the state – in a model
that we call Distributed Organizing
(books like Rules for
Revolutionaries, chronicling the
Bernie Sanders campaign, offer a
“deep dive” into these practices).
Using digital tools like Slack, Action
Kit, and text banking, the campaign
is supporting Climate Justice
Stewards from Aberdeen to

Spokane in hosting petition
gathering events, organizing their
neighbors to join them, and doing
other campaign tasks.
WPSR’s Climate & Health Task Force
members have already seen the
effectiveness of these tools. In the
first weekend alone, WPSR
members collected over 500
signatures through leading their
own events. This model is a radical
departure from other electoral
campaigns I’ve worked on – and I
know it will help us win!

A Pitch for Getting Engaged
By Mark Vossler, MD, Board Member
When our Climate & Health Task
Force met to devise our strategic
plan for the year, it became quite
clear that getting this initiative on
the ballot and subsequently passed
would be a major focus for our
organization. We are committed to
investing in clean energy and
assisting communities that are most
vulnerable to the adverse effects of
climate change. In order to make
this happen, we have asked our task
force members to take on the role
of organizing signature gathering
events in their own communities.
I personally took on the role of the
“regional hub” for East King County
(meaning, I agreed to provide
ongoing support for the campaign
volunteers in my region). If a
practicing cardiologist and father of
three teenagers can carve out time
to hang out in shopping center
parking lots and at farmers markets,
anybody can. Our strength is in
numbers.

The engagement of health care
professionals in this effort is having
a positive impact on recruiting other
volunteers. Over 10% of the
signatures gathered in the first week
of the campaign were by WPSR
members. Once we secure a place
on the ballot, the health care voice
becomes even more important. In
multiple polls, nurses and doctors
are consistently rated among the
most trusted messengers. People
will listen to us. I am asking all our
members to commit to helping
gather signatures and to speak up
as the campaign nears the vote in
November. Together, we can do
this!

“If a practicing cardiologist and
father of three teenagers can carve
out time to hang out in shopping
center parking lots and at farmers
markets, anybody can.”
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Alliance
Jobs and
Energy
Update Are Talking about the Tax Code
Death andforTaxes:
WhyClean
Health
Professionals
By Bruce Amundson, MD, and Laura Skelton, Executive Director
You have probably heard about
Washington’s famously regressive
tax code. Our state’s poorest
citizens bear the heaviest relative
share of the tax burden, thanks to
our reliance on sales and property
taxes over taxing income and capital
gains.
The numbers are staggering.
According to a recent report from
the Economic Opportunity Institute,
the poorest one-fifth of families in
WA State – those with incomes
below $21,000 per year – pay an
average of 16.8% of their incomes in
state and local taxes. The richest 1%
– who make a minimum of $507,000
per year – pay an average of 2.4% of
their incomes in state and local
taxes.

We know from research that a
larger gap between a society’s
richest and poorest citizens is
correlated with poorer population
health outcomes, including reduced
lifespans. In order to support
improved health for all who call
Washington home, WPSR recently
joined the All in for Washington
coalition. This coalition of
organizations represents lowincome residents, communities of
color, social justice and education
organizations, unions, and economic
think tanks – all of whom are
working together to address
Washington’s regressive tax code.

This upside-down code reinforces and
exacerbates institutional and
structural racism in the economy,
since people from communities of
color are more likely than white
people to have low incomes.
The second reason for our
engagement in the taxation issue is its
relationship to economic inequality.
The US has the highest rate of income
inequality among rich nations. Our
state mirrors this inequality chasm.
We know that a fairer system of
taxation would help to alleviate this
situation.
When a great deal of a state’s wealth
is concentrated in a small strata of the
population, it is simply impossible to
generate the resources necessary to
meet society’s essential programs and
services. Three people in this country
have more wealth than the bottom
50% of the population, 160 million
people. Two live in King County. We
need taxation policies that work to
distribute this heaped wealth for the
common good.

Oxfam studies indicate that
governments find it impossible to
address poverty and create a more
just and livable society unless they
tackle their extreme economic
inequality. States are no different,
and here in Washington we see
repeated legislative battles, with
programs competing for an already
inadequate pool of public funds.
The All in for Washington coalition is
committed to developing a
comprehensive tax policy shaped by
communities most impacted by our
upside-down tax code. Tax reform
can take many forms, and the
specific initiatives are under
development. For now, we are
compelled to educate our residents
on the extreme regressiveness of
Washington’s tax policies, and to
enlist pledges from candidates and
legislators in support of progressive
tax reform.
Taxation is not just about wealth.
Fundamentally, it’s about health.

WPSR is participating for two main
reasons. First is economic justice.
Washington’s tax policies are so
upside down that low- and middleincome families pay up to seven
times more in taxes as a proportion
of their incomes than the wealthiest
families. That puts our “enlightened
and liberal” state in last place out of
all 50 states, according to “Who
Pays?”, a report from the Institute
on Taxation and Economic Policy.
According to the report, Washington
“is the highest-tax state in the
country for poor people.”
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Why Economic Inequity and Health?
Hear from Our Economic Inequity and Health Task Force Members
Every day in my work at the Downtown
Public Health Clinic, I see my patients
facing health challenges that are driven
primarily by social and economic
inequities - homelessness, stigma, lack
of access to education and healthcare.
These are not problems I can remedy
with a prescription from a clinic exam
room; they require broader changes in
our community. My work with WPSR is
a means by which I can help address
these forces and as such improve our
community's health.

As physicians, we value providing
excellent patient care.
WPSR's income inequity and health
task force addresses health by working
upstream, focusing on progressive
taxation, housing access and harm
reduction.
Working with WPSR allows me to
embrace health along with care. It
brings together members from many
disciplines and interests, to
work toward a greater good.

- Eliza Hutchinson,
Family Medicine Resident,
First Hill Family Medicine and
Downtown Public Health Clinic

- Mary Weiss, MD

Economic inequities undermine the
work we do to improve health
outcomes. I've enjoyed being on the
task force with others who have the
same mission of addressing upstream
health determinants.
- Gracious Gamiao,
MPH Student,
UW School of Public Health

I am a member of the Health Equity
team because I have seen the suffering
and premature death due to lack of
health insurance. I have signed two
death certificates, with lack of health
insurance as the underlying cause of
death, for a woman in her 40's who
died of breast cancer, afraid of the
financial cost of getting tested and
treated, and a woman in her 60's who
refused to see a cardiologist with clear
alarming heart symptoms, due to cost
worries. It should be a basic human
right to have health care. More equity
would make people happier,
healthier, and more peaceful.
- Chris Covert-Bowlds, MD

Photo from All in for WA
https://www.facebook.com/AllinforWA/

WPSR Inequity and Health strategic planning meeting in September

Upstream Health Leadership Training in January
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North Korea and the US: What Can Prevent a Nuclear War?
By Bruce Amundson, MD, President
Yes, this standoff is the most dangerous situation on the
planet. Tribalism, nationalism, political egos – we’ve long
lived with these. Then along came nuclear weapons…and
President Trump.
There is widespread recognition that the US-North Korea face
-off poses a risk of nuclear war approaching that of the Cold
War. But even back then, largely rational leaders moved
carefully, weighed their moves, and talked with each other.
Ultimately, they even reduced their bloated arsenals.
The worst fear during the frightening decades of the Cold
War was that these earth-destroying weapons would fall into
the hands of a leader who was unbalanced, mentally ill,
irrational or unhinged from their reality. Now those fears are
being realized.
We can certainly herald the recent willingness of President
Trump to engage in negotiations. Yet, considering his poor
grasp of complicated diplomacy and his new national security
team, the odds of success seem poor. If negotiations fail, we
will be back to Trump’s repeated threats to eliminate North
Korea’s nuclear weapons by force. The phrase “keeping all
options on the table” has long been code for presidents to
threaten the use of nuclear weapons. This would appear to
be the world’s most dangerous situation, especially if the
presidency by that time is even more threatened and the
President more cornered.
The question we at WPSR have been asking, well before this
situation, is what is the nature of a “firewall” that could stand
between a dangerous president and the use of our nuclear
arsenals against North Korea? There is only one: Congress.
What is lacking? Congressional courage and leadership.

This failure of Congress to reiterate its constitutional
authority to declare war must now be viewed as a

monumental failure of both responsibility and will. Here is
how blatantly that individual and collective failure of
responsibility is playing out.
Legislation was introduced in both houses of Congress in late
2017, the “No Unconstitutional Strike Against North Korea
Act of 2017,” that would require the approval of Congress
before military action could be initiated by the US against
North Korea. Considering the behavior of this President, as
viewed by members of both parties, wouldn’t supporting this
legislation seem like an obvious step?
Guess again. Earlier this year, WPSR and our 32
organizational allies in the Washington Against Nuclear War
coalition launched a series of initiatives, all focused on a
single “ask” of our Washington members of Congress:
support these bills. As of this date, Rep. Jayapal is the only co
-sponsor of these bills from Washington State.
We believe this lack of political and legislative courage is a
profound abrogation of Congressional responsibility,
especially considering that their constituents in WA are the
most exposed if North Korea launched intercontinental
ballistic missiles at the US. We are geographically the closest
state. Cold War anxiety is again palpable here.
What’s to be done? Our nuclear weapons abolition task force
members are reviewing this situation and working to launch
a second round of activities that will likely include new
efforts to mobilize the public, more assertive and engaged
meetings with members of Congress, and enlistment of the
media, which has recently turned renewed attention to
nuclear weapons and their risks, as this conflict has heated
up. Please be prepared to respond when we call on you to
take action. Time is not on our side.

Update on Gaza
By Gerri Haynes, Board Member
Mohammed is a beautiful six-month-old boy.
Unfortunately, he has a genetic disease that cannot be
treated where he lives. The medical facilities there are not
equipped to treat him and he needs specialized care. Even
though his parents have college degrees, they are not
employed – and do not have money to pay for the
treatment Mohammed needs. They live in Gaza, where the
population lives under a crippling economic siege.
The unemployment rate for young people ranges from 43 67%. Mohammed is one of many thousands of children
who need medical care and education that is prevented by
the external occupation of their land.
For many years, WPSR has sponsored medical service
groups to visit Gaza to provide medical care and

consultation. In April, we had planned to sponsor a
volunteer delegation of medical professionals to enter
Gaza for 12 days. They were to take with them medicines
and medical supplies, as well as toys and books for
children like Mohammed. Unfortunately, our delegation
was not able to gain permission to enter Gaza this time,
but they will try again later this year.
Since each of the delegates pays his/her own way to travel
to Gaza, any donations our members would like to make
toward this effort go toward the needs of Gaza’s people. If
you would like to participate in this work, donations may
be sent to WPSR with a notation that the funds are to help
Gaza. You can donate through our website
(www.wpsr.org) or by sending a check to our office.
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Protecting Health in Tacoma’s Tideflats
By Sarah Cornett, Climate Program Organizer
On a sunny Saturday morning, a group
of about a dozen Tacoma residents
gathered for a monthly work party.
Granola bars were in ample supply,
and a bin of gardening gloves and
trash bags sat next to a small wooden
bench at a public park within the city
limits. This wasn’t just any community
service cleanup day, however. While
technically a public green space, the
salt marsh on which these volunteers
stood – Rhone-Poulenc Park – was
nestled right between two behemoths
in Tacoma’s industrial port in the
Tideflats region: a US Oil Refinery and
a large shipping terminal.
A small paved walkway leads to Blair
Waterway, the site of US Oil’s shipping
dock. Blair Waterway is also the
location of a refueling pier for a
proposed liquefied natural gas facility
on Tacoma’s Tideflats. The project,
currently being built by Puget Sound
Energy despite lacking all necessary
permits and strongly opposed by the
Puyallup Tribe, has attracted
significant attention and activism in
recent weeks. A Seattle Times story on
the facility and the growing fight
against it filled the cover page in early
April, a photo of the large storage tank
dominating the page.

Blair Waterway is already the site of
fossil fuels in transit. During the recent
Saturday cleanup, a US Oil barge
unloaded crude oil likely shipped from
Canada’s tar sands.

activist Kenra Brewer. She and her
fiancé recently bought a home in
Tacoma less than two miles from the
Tideflats.
“Being a nurse is not just what I do to
make a living, it’s a huge part of who I
am. From the beginning of this noble
profession many years ago, nurses
have been advocates for the weak and
downtrodden. Thus, I feel a huge
responsibility to use my position of
public trust to protect the health of
the most vulnerable. As we know, the
health of the environment and the
health of people are inextricably
linked. So in a way, I have two
patients: the People and the Planet. I
will stand by and defend them until
the very end!”

“I have two patients: the People and
the Planet. I will stand by and defend
them until the very end!”
Alongside WPSR and fellow activists
with 350 Tacoma, Kenra testified
multiple times to the Tacoma City
Council last fall, urging them to adopt
regulations that would protect
Tacoma’s Tideflats from new fossil fuel
projects while the city embarks on
longer-term land use planning. After a
series of late-night meetings, in a

Bradley Thomas, a leader of 350
Tacoma, a mental health nurse, and
the spearheader behind 350’s
adoption of Rhone-Poulenc Park,
commented on the offloading barge.
“Often, we just don’t know where it’s
coming from, and where it’s going. It’s
the heaviest kind of crude – the kind
that’s virtually impossible to clean up.”
Bradley is committed to spending part
of one Saturday a month, indefinitely,
to restoring what he calls his “little salt
marsh.” On another recent Saturday
cleanup, he was joined by fellow nurse
and climate

victory for our coalition, the Council
adopted the regulations last winter.
The City is now moving forward with
this longer “sub-area” planning
process to determine what kinds of
industries should be permitted on the
Tideflats going forward. As part of the
Protect Tacoma’s Tideflats coalition,
we’re keeping close watch and gearing
up for a public engagement process
where we’ll have opportunities to tell
the city what Tacomans and health
professionals know is critical: for the
health of this community and our
region, we need to leave fossil fuels
behind and depart from the Tacoma’s
legacy of industrial pollution.
WPSR is working to connect with more
health professionals in Tacoma
through one-on-one and community
conversations this spring. We’re also
presenting to groups like the Puget
Sound Asthma Coalition and a Climate
and Health workgroup within the
Tacoma Pierce County Health
Department, and local climate activists
searching for health-based messages.
We are planning to host a climate
advocacy training specifically geared
towards health professionals this
summer, in partnership with 350
Tacoma.
Until then, our Climate & Health Task
Force is standing in solidarity with the
Puyallup Tribe and joining them in
opposing the LNG facility currently
being built without proper permits.
Read more about this effort here:
https://www.wpsr.org/fossil-fuel/.
Do you know a health professional in
Tacoma who may be interested in
joining our efforts to fight climate
change and to keep new fossil fuel
projects out of the Tideflats? Or
perhaps someone who would want to
attend a climate and health advocacy
training?
Please contact me at
sarah@wpsr.org.

PSE’s new LNG storage tank at the Port of Tacoma
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Reflections and Learnings from a Visit with Historian, Vincent Intondi
By Lilly Adams, Security Program Organizer
This April, WPSR was thrilled to host Professor Vincent
Intondi, author of African Americans Against the Bomb:
Nuclear Weapons, Colonialism, and the Black Freedom
Movement. While he was here, Vincent did a whirlwind of
presentations, events, and media, reaching hundreds of
students and community members.
In his public talk at the University of Washington, “Nuclear
Weapons, Race, and Justice in the Trump Era,” he shared
that when he started researching this topic, most people
thought that he would not find any connections between
black activists and nuclear weapons. They thought,
understandably so, that black activists were fighting for
civil rights and basic freedoms—indeed fighting for their
lives—and therefore did not have time or energy to also
fight for peace.
Dr. Intondi found that the opposite was true. In his book,
he uncovers a rich history of black activists, many that we
celebrate for their civil rights work, who were also deeply
engaged in nuclear weapons and peace activism. He
describes not only the work of Martin Luther King, Jr, who
was an early advocate for a world without nuclear
weapons, but also of people like Bayard Rustin, Paul
Robeson, Langston Hughes, Lorraine Hansberry, and
Coretta Scott King.
These activists saw these issues as inextricably linked,
seeing how racism was involved in the use of nuclear
weapons in Japan, how colonialism continued to play out
in nuclear weapons testing and uranium mining, and how
nuclear weapons and military spending siphoned money
from social services and programs desperately needed by
black communities.

We must ask ourselves: How can we stand in solidarity with
everyone in our community? How can we make the links
between racism, colonialism, environmental justice, and
economic justice to uranium mining on the Spokane Indian
Reservation, or the Hanford Nuclear Site? How can we more
effectively highlight how spending on nuclear weapons takes
money away from desperately needed social programs? How
does a culture of militarism play out not only at a federal
level with nuclear weapons, but also at a local level with
issues like gun violence and police brutality?
So, what are WPSR’s next steps? First, we are actively
engaging in the Poor People’s Campaign, which ties together
the issues of racism, poverty, militarism, and ecological
devastation. We hope you can join us for events and direct
action on these issues starting May 13th. You can sign up to
be involved at poorpeoplescampaign.org.
We are also using the momentum from Vincent’s visit to
continue building relationships with those carrying out racial
justice work in the state, and learning how we can support
these efforts and show up for these interrelated causes.
But these are only first steps. We hope you will join us in
learning how to better connect nuclear weapons and racial
justice throughout our work.

“The key, I think, is connecting with somebody.”
- Professor Thaddeus Spratlen

But unfortunately, he also reveals a history of white
activists sidelining black involvement in peace issues. From
ignoring black communities in their outreach, to not
sharing leadership with black activists, to insisting that civil
rights activists and nuclear weapons activists should stick
to their own causes, there was often a strong desire to silo
these causes. We have generally not actively worked to
connect nuclear weapons issues with racial or social
justice issues, and the peace movement has not
meaningfully sought to build lasting connections and
relationships with communities of color.
WPSR is carrying out excellent work across the state
through the Washington Against Nuclear Weapons
coalition and Congressional advocacy, but this is an area
where we can and must continue to learn and grow.
Vincent Intondi

Thaddeus Spratlen,
introducing Vincent Intondi
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Interview with New Board Member, Dr. Mark Vossler
By Claire Summa
1. Why did you decide to go into medicine?
MV: I was really good at science in school but I’m really a
people person. I love a good conversation, a good story. It
seemed the best fit for the two skills. I had a chance when I
was at Oregon Health Sciences University to be a full time
basic scientist and was somewhat successful at it, but I just
couldn’t give up taking care of patients.

2. What connections do you see between environmental
health and cardiology?
MV: The adverse effects of air pollution on cardiac health
are really under appreciated. Small particulate pollution is
particularly harmful. Long-term exposures lead to an
increased lifetime risk of heart attack and stroke. Acute
increases in particulate levels, so-called bad air days, are
associated with spikes in ER visits for cardiac, neurologic
and pulmonary issues. We spend a lot of time telling
people to stop smoking, lose weight, exercise ... but if we
allow them to continue to breathe polluted air, we have
NOT done enough.
3. How do you incorporate public health knowledge when
treating your patients at Evergreen?
MV: This is where the co-benefits of climate change
mitigation really come into play via changes in diet and
physical activity. A plant-based diet has a lower carbon
footprint than an animal-based diet and markedly reduces
the risk of heart attack and stroke. Active transportation
via walking and biking has a lower carbon footprint than
driving automobiles and markedly reduces the risk of heart
attack and stroke. I tell my patients to eat better for
themselves and the planet and to get out of the car for
themselves and the planet.

at mitigating climate change and its adverse health effects,
and 2) Will it harm low-income people? The answer needs
to be yes to the first and no to the second. I’m really
pleased that our efforts on I-1631 clearly pass both tests.
4. What are the most important climate issues that
lawmakers in Washington state should tackle? Do you
have any solutions in mind?
MV: The number one most important thing we could do in
our state and in our nation as a whole is to account for the
societal costs of carbon emissions in the price of fossil
fuels. Economists refer to the costs of heat-related illness,
flooding, weather disasters, drought, forest fires, etc., as
externalities. They are not accounted for when we pay for
our electricity or put gas in our car. We have the
technology at hand to power our society with 100%
renewables, but we need to have the political will to drive
that change. Charging a fee on carbon pollution and using
the revenue to invest in clean energy infrastructure and to
assist vulnerable communities would be the single most
effective way to move our economy in the right direction.
6. What efforts and projects that have you been involved
in at WPSR are you most proud of?
MV: I’m really quite proud of our work on resisting new
fossil fuel infrastructure in the NW in general and with
Stand up to Oil in particular. Every project we resisted has
been defeated so far. The biggest win was in Vancouver,
WA, when the Tesoro Savage project was stopped. Hope to
be able to continue the streak with the methanol plant in
Kalama and LNG storage in Tacoma.
7. Outside of work and advocacy, what do you do for fun?
MV: I love the outdoors. I really enjoy hiking and Nordic
skiing with my family. I also am an avid fly fisherman.
Never seems to be enough time to go fishing, though.

4. How can healthcare providers make a positive impact
regarding the disproportionate effects of climate change
on human health?
MV: There is no question that the prevalence of asthma,
COPD, diabetes and heart disease is higher in low-income
communities. The same communities are often more
vulnerable to climate-related adverse events and more
often situated more proximal to points of pollution. We
cannot view our work on climate change and our work on
income inequality as completely separated. These are
complex intertwined issues. We also cannot fool ourselves
that the solutions will be simple and easy. When examining
climate mitigation policy ideas, we really need to have
them pass two tests: 1) Is this policy going to be effective
Mark (far right) with a WPSR delegation in Washington, DC
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