
 
November 27, 2017 

Hon. John H. Merrill 
Alabama Secretary of State 
State Capitol Building - Suite S-105 
600 Dexter Avenue 
Montgomery, AL 36103 
John.Merrill@sos.alabama.gov 

Re: Voter Registration Efforts 

Dear Secretary Merrill: 

Open Progress is aware of your false and reckless statements alleging 
that individuals associated with Open Progress have distributed messages 
saying that eligible voters are not registered when, in fact, they are registered 
on inactive status.  These statements are false.  In fact, Open Progress has 
done nothing but promote access to the polls in the upcoming special election 
by helping voters use the tools available on your website to determine their 
registration status, and encouraging them to submit new voter registration 
applications if necessary to update their address or re-activate their 
registration status. 

As you know, actions taken by your office to place over 340,000 
voters on inactive status have caused confusion among Alabama voters.  To 
help resolve this confusion, Open Progress is interacting with voters on a one-
on-one basis to help voters make sure they are registered to vote and that their 
registrations are updated and active prior to Election Day in December.  We 
are a non-profit organization funded by small donations.   Our central mission 
in Alabama is to mitigate voter confusion, and our real, one-on-one 
conversations empower voters so that all eligible voters can cast a ballot with 
ease on Election Day.  We have never told any registered voter that they are 
not registered, and we have not used any tool other than those available on 
your website to help a voter understand their registration status.  Any 
statements or suggestions to the contrary are false, distracting, and risk 
causing further voter confusion.   
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The right to vote is the most fundamental right of every American.  As 
Alabama’s chief elections officer it is your duty and responsibility to ensure 
Alabama voters are able to exercise that franchise.  Open Progress therefore 
calls on you and your office to take every step possible to ensure that voters 
know they have until 11:59pm tonight to register to vote or update their voter 
registration; to support eligible voters to request an absentee ballot by 
December 7; and to ensure that local election officials have all the information 
and training necessary to properly process voters at the polling place on 
Election Day, including voters whose registration status may be listed as 
inactive. 
 

Very truly yours, 

Elizabeth A. Haynes 
Co-Founder 
Open Progress 

 
 


