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It is an interecstin~ study - when asked as 1 was, to sum up
my views of Progressive Lducntion - to evaluate this great move-
ment, not in pedagogical terms, but in terms of "parents and
teachers”, and without recourse to many splendid books and ar-
ticles constantly being written on this subjcet, Instead I have
tried to think through the salient characteristics of Progressive
Bducation as we have tried to work it out at Hanahauoli., A yesar
by year check of this kind would be most interesting, for a glancc
at our records of work and our samples of children's work shows
amezing changes - as any living organization should show,

Yot there are certain fundamentals which underlie all this
and which, though methods and matcerials change, still remain
essentially the same as when Mpge Cooke founded the school twenty
vears ago.

1) Paradoxically, the first fundamental that I shall mention
as indicative of Progressive Bducation is that it is a moving,
dynamic, changing cducation - not a theory or a system proved,
and therefore static, buf a living thing, growing, continucusly
having to change Dbecause of the three great changing eloments
with which we deal - children, environment and civilization or
culture.

This should not indicate instability or following fads, nor
choange of fundamental principles. But it does indicate a readi-
ness to accept a new viewpoint when the neced For it ariscs; it
does indicate watching 1ife and children alertly - not Bassivcly
as so much former education has done; and 1t does mean following
the growth of the child, physically, it is true, but emotionally
as well, and mentally. No system of education which has, as its
core, the child, can remain static, Only an organization of sub-
ject matter can do that. With the ever-changing and growing
child, cducation moves ahead,

But back of all this must be experience and study, and a cer-
tain security of educational outlook, so that the school and each
child in it, and the community of which it is a part, has confi-
dence that necessary changes do not imply a throwing over, but a
building up. So I say, Progressive fducation in no way indicates
instability.

(2) Then, Progressive HEducation stands for an active, alert at-
itude toward life and toward intellect - a critical awareness.
In your confercnces with our faculty, you hear much of our en-
deavor that yvour children should have, to an increasing degree,
intellectual curiosity: that the quest for attainment of all
kinds be undertaken by the child; that reaching out for all the
wondoers which science and civilization arc laying so profusely
before us in this decade be not a matter of forcing or prodding
by the school or home; but through the child's own interest and
approach, he should discover and be guided to the way to re-
search, and the opening to him of this limitless world, so that,
not only in school and college, but through every day of his
life until its end his intellectual curiosity will give him the
sest for 1living which makes 1life beautiful, not bored..




I didcussed this with a business man vesterday who reject-
cd 1t, He said intellcectual curiosity was given to only a
small percentage - that the common run of men and women arc most
contont to sec only the surface, discuss only the obvious, and
live a life that only touehes its possibilities. But I do not
share his pessimism, Granted it is so today, Progressive H&du-
cation should change it.

This cannot be donc with the o0ld methods of imparting sub-
ject matter. Materials consistent with the child's understand-
ing at each year of growth must be selected; methods must be
used to develop within the child his increasing responsibility
for carrying on his own oducation (or it will stop when the
teachor stops); and perhaps greater than all, the child must be
taught to appraise his materials, his values, his judgments,
welghing pros and cons, looking at all sides, developing an o-
pen mind - an ability to discuss, not argue. No longer do wo
accept a thing because "the book says so"., PFinally, with no
lossening of the security of his own ideas, he must learn to be
tolerant with those with whom he must disagree. Toward this uni-
versal tolerance, we must all work if the world our children in-
herit is %0 endure,. .

Progressive Educabion stands, perhaps predominantly, for
child guldance, and sensitivity to children's needs. This is go-
ing back to the principle of the school for the child -~ not the
child for the school. This has been lost sight of in‘America's
hundred years of mass growth - but child guldance is now coming
into its own. :

No two children react the same to any given stimulus. What
they got becomes an entirely differcont profiuet as it becomes as-
similated with their differcent emotions or with the understand~
ings which various home backgrounds have given the children.
What each child is learning - whit he is adding to his life -
those arc things we arclooking a} more sclentifilcally - which we
arc continually questioning in phe light of the study of cach
child; something which no educator is yet capoble of testing.
Child guidance and study is teaching us much; it is also knock-
ing down much of lour complacency over things we thought we had
taught. Thore aro so many difficulties which children have ex-
pcricnced and to which we have been blind. One of thce school's
first dutics is to find and solve (if possible) the emotional
as well as the academic difficulties of our children (and ncod-
less to say, thoy are always reclated). I believe in the right
of each child to develop happily and normally. When at school
we hove gone as far as possible in solving these problcms, we
turn for help to speclalists in this line. I greatly hope that
Dr, Zachory, whose fine work and understanding I watched at Co-
lumbia this summor, will be able to come to Honolulu next June
so that you may all be acquainted with her work., I believe Dr,
Ebaugh at the University of Hawaii this summer made Honolulu
conscious of the need for trained workers in this line of work.




, Meanwhile, the progressive school organizes the school for

the child, keeping uppermost the best and most sclentific princle
ples of child guidance, thinking of each unit of the course of
study in terms of the changes it will work in each individual child,
and evaluating its successes or failures always by those criteria.

Again I say we must become more sensitive to children's needs.
This means a change in the subject matter we select to teach.

When in the 1850's the vast frontier of America was opened and
educabion for every child was attempted in a great mass movement,
the mass as alwavs enveloped the individual, Courses of study were
made wholesale and rammed down every child's throat whether they
fitted his needs or not. The organization was the main thing.
Cpurses of study were logically built by college professors and
giopped into twelve sections for twelve grades. And it is that
traditisn of less than a hundred vears duration that all schools
(not only progressive ones) are sbruggling to break. Bach genera-
tion of parents says, "Something is wrong. I studied this when [
was seven. I read that at nine. What are they doing to my child?"
e should ask, rather, "What did they do to us? Has it proved a
success in our lives?" What we teach today, and why, has so many
different interpretations in all our minds, It is much too large
a subject to treat in this paper. 3Sut Progressive Education looks
st all the material, keeping in mind the double relationship of
the ¢hild and the subject matter,-- never the latter alone.
"Breathing involves both lungs and air," Schools have been too
much concerned with the air and too 1little with the lungs that re-
ceive it. "The real progressives do not pretend to have all the
snswers as to subject matter and technlques; they are primarily con-
cerned with the attitudes of mind, and the goals of the teacher and
pupil as they proceed together along the paths of better living."

So we select that material to teach which best serves the indlvid-
ual child in each stage of his growth, to best develop in the so-
ciety in which he lives. T
"WiTh all the knowliedge of child guidance we now possess, we
watceh the effect on each child (as you watch the effect of certain
foods on his physical condition). This can be done only with class-
es sufficiently small to enable teachers te knowreagh 1.
child; with mothers and fathers intent on the same objectives in
the home that we have in the school, and who are willing to give
them thought and cooperation; and with teachers alert to every con-
dition, who have a truly professional attitude toward their work,
who love it and give their all to it. I think no one is called up-
on to give more than a real progressive bteacher. Hanahavoli facul-
ty is frying to live up to this ideal.

#ut I have not mentioned one of the things first remarked in a
progressive school - the creative arts.

A thoroughly happy person must have infinite resources within
himself. If books, people, work - all the things to which his life
has been geared - be taken away, he should continue to truly live,
if he has fostered since childhood the creative arts.- that spring
of expression coming from within, which has given to the world the
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Leautiful in many forms - art, sculovture, literature, drama, dance.
It is the lack of these inrner resources that iz so ﬂppalling.in
the old age of certain individuals. It is the abundance of th
that makes lives like da Vinci, Beethoven, browning, udison and
scores of others, as well asz thcusands of more humble souls, shine.

One must engage in the creative act really to understand it.
Jne must know by having e€per1onced, what effects he can get by

ifferent arrangements of words, sounds, gestures, colorsz - all
tha media upon which expression can ple Jo Children must have con-
tinuous experience in all this. Asg ulli ays, 'The Channels of ex-
pression must be kept free to flow.' We all know what 1t means to
be choled and inhibited by any number of things - by emotlional dis-
turbances, by diffidence, by lack of epportunity or by lack of
technique, All these we seek to clear away with the child so he
may be able to "say" what he sees in a great variety of ways -
with paints, in writing, in dance forms, in dramatic play -~ all
with the object of olarifVing his own grasp of life. The person
who has learned to do thisg is no longer an unhappy erson¢ He
will probably often experience a "divine discontent' with his pro-
duct, for always our vision eludes us, We and the children (who-
ever is working creatively) must reconstruct our work continuously
in the attempt to make the product a real expression of our idea.
Back and forth the child goes, constantly analyzing, struggling,
to get the painting more clearly like his idea -~ the piece of
writing a better expression of his thought -~ the act of the play
a more convincing thing.. So this aspect of Progressive Bducation
13 far from the soft pedagogv sometimes attributed to it., Yo

"think to the bottom" of a piece of work - to analyze its values =

to really express something from within in a manner sutisfying to
oneself - that is a worth while task for wman or child. And the
deeper one goes into the problem, the more loth is one to do
things for exhibitlion purposes. That is why Progressive Lducation
does not believe in exploiting the work of its chlldrone What the
individual receives from an experience is the thing sought for -
not the applause of an audience.,

I have really only touched on the problems which have faced
Progressgive Zducation for twenty years. & teacher who went to
tne Summer Workshop in Secondary Education at Sarah Lawrence Col-
lege this summer said, "I am afraid I had spelled Progressive id-
ucatlon with a big rpt and expected someone to tell me briefly
and concisely all about it," I am afraid you, too, have done
that in asking me to tell you in a short evening what Progressive
wducation means. I am still finding out after twenty Jeafs‘
study.

But to summarize the four points I chose to emphasize tonight:
, First: Progressive Zducation is a moving, dynamic thing which
has to change as 1ts three grecat elements - children, environment
and our culture - change. But this ability to change does not
mean instability nor insecurity, nor vagueness of plan or perform-
ance.
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Second: Prog. ~ive ofvoatiog ripresents an active, alert
attitude toward life -~ and a cribical awareness. lncreasingly
through the & ild's ownr efforts, and decreasingly by the request
of the teacher, his intellectual curiosity is developed, open-
ing up the world tc him, 2iving that zsst for living which
should mean an abundant life to the end of his days.

Third: Child guidance and sensitivity to children's nceeds
are the great requisites of Progressive sducation, It means the
reorganization of the school for the child, with the realization
that cach child's individual reaclion makes the material taught
become a different thing to each person. The all important
thing to consider is what changes are being made in the child's
attitude toward life. This involves a thoughtful and coopera-
tive home, and an alert and professional faculty in the school.

And Fourth: Progressive Education belicves thoroughly in
the efficacy of the creative arts in clarifying the individual's
grasp of life. Yo be able to give expression through many me-
dia to our experience in life throws open the gates for further
and fuller experiences. The creative person inherits abundant
life,

"So these are some of the things for which Progressive &Lid-
ucation has stood that are now being accepted nearly everywhere -
that education is more than merely tho subjects of the old time
school, important as those were and still arc under certain
conditions; that it involves human beings in their cemotional
life and their wholesome relationships to others; and that the
arts hove a far greater significance for liTe and therefore for
education than schools in tho immediate past have recognized,”

If this has, to any extent, answered some of rour questions
about your child's school, I ask that it sorve only as an intro-
ductory chapter - and that you come to us to sec our work, to
share our meetings, to find the cxcellent books and magazines
which will enable you to study, along with us, these absorbing
gquestions. Like Frocbel I say, "Come lot us live with our child-

rrelle



