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Maxine Burkett, JD 
Co-Founder & Executive Director, Institute for Climate & Peace 
 

Maxine is a Professor of Law at the William S. Richardson School of Law, University of 
Hawai‘i and a Global Fellow at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars. 
She is also Co-Founder and Executive Director of the non-profit Institute for Climate and 
Peace. Burkett is an expert in the law and policy of climate change, with a specific focus 
on climate justice, climate-induced migration, and climate change, peace, and conflict. 
Her work has been cited in numerous news and policy outlets, including BBC Radio, the 
New York Times, the Washington Post, and Nature Climate Change.  From 2009-2012, 
Burkett also served as the inaugural director of the Center for Island Climate Adaptation 
and Policy.  Prof. Burkett received her B.A. from Williams College and Exeter College, 
Oxford University, and received her J.D. from the University of California, Berkeley.  She 
serves on the boards of Blue Planet Foundation, The Climate Museum, ELAW, and Global 
Greengrants Fund, was a member of the Federal Advisory Committee for the Sustained 
National Climate Assessment, and is a member of the Independent Advisory Committee 
on Applied Climate Assessment.  Professor Burkett is also a member scholar of the 
Center for Progressive Reform and the American Law Institute. 
 
 
Amber Strong Makaiau, PhD 
Director, Hanahau‘oli School Professional Development Center and Associate 
Specialist, UH Manoa College of Education 
 

Amber is an Associate Specialist at the University of Hawaii at Manoa College of 
Education Institute for Teacher Education Secondary Program. She is also the Director of 
the Hanahau’oli School Professional Development Center and the Director of Curriculum 
and Research at the University of Hawai‘i Uehiro Academy for Philosophy and Ethics in 
Education. She is a dedicated practitioner of philosophy for children Hawai‘i, and achieved 
National Board Certification while teaching secondary social studies in the Hawaii State 
Department of Education for over ten years. Her current projects include carrying out 
progressive, multicultural, social justice, and democratic approaches to pre-service social 
studies teacher education, using self-study research methodologies to promote 
international collaboration, and developing the emergent field of deliberative pedagogy. 
 
 
Maya Soetoro-Ng 
Co-Founder & Senior Adviser, Institute for Climate & Peace 
Maya serves as a consultant to the Obama Foundation, working closely with their 
international team to develop programming in the Asia Pacific region.  Prior to her work 
with the Obama Foundation, she was the Director of the Matsunaga Institute for Peace 
and Conflict Resolution at the University of Hawaii at Mānoa where, in addition to leading 
outreach and development initiatives, she also taught Leadership for Social Change, 
History of Peace Movements, Peace Education, and Conflict Management for Educators. 
She was awarded a master’s degree in Secondary Education from NYU's College of 
Education and a PhD in Multicultural Education from the University of Hawaiʻi. For many 
years, she worked at the University of Hawaiʻi College of Education where she taught 
Multicultural Education, Social Studies Methods, and Peace Education at both the 
graduate and undergraduate levels.  Maya has published a number of book contributions 
as well as a picture book entitled Ladder to the Moon and is currently under contract to 
write a Young Adult novel entitled Yellowwood.  Maya sits on many voluntary boards and 
is the co-founder of the nonprofit Ceeds of Peace, which creates peacebuilding action plan 
workshops for educators, families and community leaders. 
 



Aubrey Yee 
Omidyar Fellows, Network Weaver 
Aubrey Yee is a futurist, systems thinker, and passionate advocate for positive social 
transformation in Hawaii. With Hawaii Leadership Forum, Aubrey is in charge of support 
for and development of the Forum of Fellows network. She also actively coaches Fellows 
who want to create scalable impact initiatives and innovative collaborative efforts. Aubrey 
has consulted as a researcher at the Hawaii Research Center for Futures Studies 
(HRCFS) and as a strategist and writer for the foundation Sustainable America, which 
seeks to create food and energy security in America. She has co-facilitated foresight 
workshops for the State Office of Planning on Oahu, West Maui Neighborhood Board, the 
Hawaii Futures Summit, Samsung Corporation, Kamehameha Schools, Oxfam’s Asian 
Development Dialogue Series, the first annual Myanmar Futures Exchange and a variety 
of private businesses and nonprofit organizations. Aubrey’s commitment to improving the 
future of our islands is reflected in her community leadership on the board of Kanu Hawaii 
and as a co-founder of the Hawaii chapter of After School All Stars with her husband 
Brady. Aubrey graduated from Punahou and received her undergraduate degree from 
UCLA in American Studies. She is currently pursuing a PhD at the University of Hawaii at 
Manoa focused on environmental politics and futures studies/strategic foresight, with her 
academic research looking at the ethics of emerging biotechnologies in an era of changing 
climate. 
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Makena Coffman, PhD 
Director, UH Manoa Institute for Sustainability and Resilience 
Dr. Makena Coffman is the Director for the University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa Institute for 
Sustainability and Resilience. She currently serves as Chair of the City and County of 
Honolulu Climate Change Commission.  Dr. Coffman is a Professor of Urban and 
Regional Planning and teaches graduate courses in climate change and low carbon cities. 
Her research interests include greenhouse gas mitigation, energy policy and alternative 
transportation strategies. She is a Research Fellow with the University of Hawaiʻi 
Economic Research Organization, holds a B.A. in International Relations from Stanford 
University, and a Ph.D. in Economics from the University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa. 
 
 
Chip Fletcher, PhD 
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs, UH Manoa 
Dr. Charles “Chip” Fletcher is the Associate Dean for Academic Affairs and Professor, 
Department of Earth Sciences, at the School of Ocean and Earth Science and Technology 
(SOEST), University of Hawai’i at Mānoa. He is also the Vice-Chair of the Honolulu 
Climate Change Commission. Chip teaches graduate and undergraduate courses 
emphasizing Earth Science, Climate Change, Coastal Community Resiliency 
Paleoclimatology, and Sedimentology. He has been a principal advisor in awarding over 
25 graduate degrees, and has received a number of teaching and community service 
awards. 
 
 
 
Joshua Stanbro 
Executive Director, Office of Climate Change, Sustainability and Resiliency 
 

Josh Stanbro is Honolulu’s chief resilience officer, and also serves as the executive 
director of the Office of Climate Change, Sustainability and Resiliency. Josh has a deep 
background in sustainability and brings a track record of developing cross-sector 
partnerships to his role in Mayor Caldwell’s administration. He served as environment and 
sustainability program director for the Hawaii Community Foundation (HCF) from 
2009-2017, where he led the Hawaii Fresh Water Initiative and the Hawaii Environmental 
Funders Group. Previous to HCF, Josh headed The Trust for Public Land’s Hawaii Office, 
where he worked with local communities to permanently protect over 25,000 acres and 
dedicate over $200 million in land conservation funds. Josh graduated from Claremont 
McKenna College and earned a law degree from UC Berkeley School of Law. He also 
visited the William S. Richardson School of Law at the University of Hawaii at Manoa 
where he earned the Cali Award in Native Hawaiian Rights. 

https://www.resilientoahu.org/about-the-commission/
https://www.resilientoahu.org/about-the-commission/
https://e360.yale.edu/features/as-seas-rise-tropical-pacific-islands-face-a-perfect-storm

