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WELCOME
In the name of our Lord Jesus, welcome to one and all! We pray that here at Immanuel
you will find the warmth of Christian hospitality, the abiding truth of God's Word and
the quiet assurance of peace in Christ. If we can assist you in any way, please ask. Come
worship with us again!

TODAY’S FOCUS: Our faith is based on firmest possible ground: Jesus, our risen Lord.
We cannot see him. We cannot touch him. We have not yet experienced the joy that
will be ours forever. And yet we have the peace of forgiveness and the sure hope of
eternal life - all because Jesus lives!

FOR VISITORS
 Friendship Register: Please fill out the Friendship Register located at the end of
each pew.
 Cell Phones: Out of respect for our Lord and your fellow worshiper, please silence
your cell phone.
 Restrooms: The main restrooms are located in the Gathering Room near the
coatrack.
 Offering: Please do not feel obligated to contribute when the offering plates are
passed. We understand that you may want to know more about Immanuel’s
ministry before you support it with your gifts. However, if you are moved to give,
you are welcome to do so.
 Information: The media counter is located in the Gathering Room. Here you will
find magazines, brochures, devotional booklets and children’s bulletins (printed on
yellow paper).
 Contact: Our pastor and principal are always happy to serve you. Please feel free to
contact them (contact info on announcement sheet).
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SERVICE OF THE WORD
WELCOME

HYMN 142 (red hymnal)

Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain

STAND

M:

The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with you.

C:

And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as
his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C:

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I
have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting
in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M:

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are
his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.

C:

Amen.
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PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:

Let us pray.
O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your word
of peace. Come to us also by your Word and sacrament, and banish our fears with
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the comforting assurance of your abiding presence; for you live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

BE SEATED

THE WORD

FIRST LESSON

Acts 3:11-20 | NIV 2011

While the man held on to Peter and John, all the people were astonished and came
running to them in the place called Solomon’s Colonnade. 12 When Peter saw this, he
said to them: “Fellow Israelites, why does this surprise you? Why do you stare at us as if
by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk? 13 The God of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus. You handed him
over to be killed, and you disowned him before Pilate, though he had decided to let him
go. 14 You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released
to you. 15 You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. We are
witnesses of this. 16 By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and know was
made strong. It is Jesus’ name and the faith that comes through him that has completely
healed him, as you can all see. 17 “Now, fellow Israelites, I know that you acted in
ignorance, as did your leaders. 18 But this is how God fulfilled what he had foretold
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through all the prophets, saying that his Messiah would suffer. 19 Repent, then, and turn
to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the
Lord, 20 and that he may send the Messiah, who has been appointed for you—even
Jesus.

PSALM OF THE DAY

Psalm 16 | p. 68 (red hymnal)

SECOND LESSON

1 John 1:1-4| NIV 2011

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our
eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim
concerning the Word of life. 2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we
proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 3 We
proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship
with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We write
this to make our joy complete.
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VERSE OF THE DAY

John 20:29b | NIV 2011

Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. Blessed are those who have
not seen and yet have believed. Alleluia.

STAND

GOSPEL

John 20:19-31 | NIV 2011

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the
doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
“Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The
disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with
you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22 And with that he breathed on
them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are
forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 24 Now Thomas (also known
as Didymus ), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 25 So the
other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless I see the
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nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his
side, I will not believe.” 26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and
Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among
them and said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here;
see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”
28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you
have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
believed.” 30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which
are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is
the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

After the Gospel, the congregation sings:

BE SEATED

HYMN 165:1-7 (red hymnal)

O Sons and Daughters of the King

SERMON

Acts 3:11-20
Don’t Argue with God

STAND
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APOSTLES’ CREED
C:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

BE SEATED

THANKSGIVING

OFFERING / WELS CONNECTION
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks
to him.

STAND

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
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LORD’S PRAYER
C:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as
we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.
Amen.

BE SEATED
HYMN 145 (red hymnal)

Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won

STAND
M:

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and
do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be
strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

M:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the
Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
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BE SEATED

HYMN 165:8-9 (red hymnal)

O Sons and Daughters of the King
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