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Love One Another
Sixth Sunday of Easter l May 3 & 6, 2018
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WELCOME
In the name of our Lord Jesus, welcome to one and all! We pray that here at Immanuel
you will find the warmth of Christian hospitality, the abiding truth of God's Word and
the quiet assurance of peace in Christ. If we can assist you in any way, please ask. Come
worship with us again!
TODAY’S FOCUS: What one word summarizes all of God’s commands? Love. Luke tells
us about a Christian lady full of love for the widows of her city. The Apostle John teaches
us that since God loves us in Christ, we ought to love one another. Jesus himself
commands us to love one another as he has loved us.

FOR VISITORS
 Friendship Register: Please fill out the Friendship Register located at the end of each
pew.
 Cell Phones: Out of respect for our Lord and your fellow worshiper, please silence
your cell phone.
 Restrooms: The main restrooms are located in the Gathering Room near the
coatrack.
 Offering: Please do not feel obligated to contribute when the offering plates are
passed. We understand that you may want to know more about Immanuel’s
ministry before you support it with your gifts. However, if you are moved to give,
you are welcome to do so.
 Information: The media counter is located in the Gathering Room. Here you will find
magazines, brochures, devotional booklets and children’s bulletins (printed on
yellow paper).
 Communion: We practice Closed Communion at Immanuel, meaning we only
commune those who are members of our congregation. Members of WELS or ELS
churches in our fellowship who wish to commune are asked to speak to the pastor
before the service.
 Contact: Our pastor and principal are always happy to serve you. Please feel free to
contact them (contact info on back page).
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THE COMMON SERVICE
WELCOME

HYMN 491 (red hymnal)

O Master of the Loving Heart

STAND

M:

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

(sing) Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God
our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I
pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
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LORD, HAVE MERCY
Kyrie

M:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+)
and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.
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PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

GLORY BE TO GOD
Gloria in Excelsis
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:
C:

The Lord be with you.
(sing) And also with you.

M:

Let us pray.

C:

Father of lights, every good and perfect gift comes from you. Inspire us to think
those things that are true and long for those things that are good, that we may
always make our petitions according to your gracious will; through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
(sing) Amen.

BE SEATED
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THE WORD

FIRST LESSON

Acts 9:36-42 | NIV

In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (in Greek her name is Dorcas); she was
always doing good and helping the poor. 37 About that time she became sick and died,
and her body was washed and placed in an upstairs room. 38 Lydda was near Joppa; so
when the disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men to him and urged
him, “Please come at once!” 39 Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken
upstairs to the room. All the widows stood around him, crying and showing him the
robes and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was still with them. 40 Peter
sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and prayed. Turning
toward the dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, get up.” She opened her eyes, and seeing
Peter she sat up. 41 He took her by the hand and helped her to her feet. Then he called
for the believers, especially the widows, and presented her to them alive. 42 This
became known all over Joppa, and many people believed in the Lord.

SECOND LESSON

1 John 4:7-11,19-21 | NIV

Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has
been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God,
because God is love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and
only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved
God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear
friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.
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We love because he first loved us. 20 Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or
sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen,
cannot love God, whom they have not seen. 21 And he has given us this command:
Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and sister.

VERSE OF THE DAY

John 14:23 | NIV

Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. If anyone loves me, he will
obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our
home with him. Alleluia.

STAND

GOSPEL

John 15:9-17 | NIV

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:

“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you keep
my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands
and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your
joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.
13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are
my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant
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does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything
that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but
I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—
and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. 17 This is my
command: Love each other.
After the Gospel, the congregation sings:

BE SEATED

HYMN 497 (red hymnal)

This Is My Will

SERMON

1 John 4:7-14
We Live in Love

STAND

NICENE CREED
C:

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For
us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy
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Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

BE SEATED

OFFERING
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks
to him.

STAND

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
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LORD’S PRAYER
C:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as
we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.
Amen.

THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE
M:
C:

The Lord be with you.
(sing) And also with you.

M:
C:

Lift up your hearts.
(sing) We lift them up unto the Lord.

M:
C:

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
(sing) It is good and right so to do.

M:

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lived among us as a human being and revealed his glory as your only
Son, full of grace and truth. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of
heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
Sanctus

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is
my (+) body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
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Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all
of you; this is my (+) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for
the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
M:
C:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
(sing) Amen.

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD
Agnus Dei

BE SEATED

HYMN 377 (red hymnal)

Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice
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THANKSGIVING

STAND

SONG OF SIMEON
Nunc Dimittis

M:
C:

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
(sing) And his mercy endures forever.

M:

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper.
We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love
for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
(sing) Amen.

C:
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M:

C:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
(sing) Amen. Amen. Amen.

BE SEATED

HYMN 316 (red hymnal)

O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee
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