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“There’s so much well-made but facile, unfelt abstraction around these days that it can 
come as a shock to be confronted by the real stuff. And that’s what J. Steven Manolis 

unfailingly provides. Each and every piece generates an energy, which is at once 
explosively physical and evidence of a mind at work. Like the birth of a world.”

ANTHONY HADEN-GUEST

British-American writer and art critic

The New Yorker, Vanity Fair, Slade Business Journal

New York and London
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“As an art journalist and curator, I have observed with considerable amazement the meteoric 
ascension of J. Steven Manolis’ professional reputation and accomplishments, critical 

acclaim and outstanding recognizable work. When you combine natural born talent, superb 
instruction, burning ambition and a flare for dramatic and singular eye-popping color 

compositions, the recipe has, not surprisingly, produced an obvious winner!”

BRUCE HELANDER

Former Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs, Rhode Island School of Design, 

and former White House Fellow of the National Endowment for the Arts

New York and London
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“J. Steven Manolis is a modern master; more particularly, a modernist, as his masterful 
responsiveness to his medium indicates, and with that an abstract expressionist.”

DONALD KUSPIT

Renowned Art Critic and Historian

New York City
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“J. Steven Manolis is one of the foremost practitioners of Abstract Expressionist today, 
his brilliant brushstrokes as bewitching as those of AbEx forefather 

Clyfford Still (originally from North Dakota). Manolis’ REDWORLD 
is a display of passion, productivity and powerful Technique.”

ELIZABETH SOBIESKI

Former Contributing Editor, The Art Economist;  

Arts writer, The Huffington Post, Cosmopolitan

New York and Los Angeles
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“J. Steven Manolis, following in the path of his teacher, the great colorist Wolf Kahn, uses 
color ebulliently and expressively in his abstract compositions. Small paintings spur his 
imagination and initiate his large-scale watercolor and acrylic paintings. Manolis’ work 

evokes the spirit of nature and a life in which color matters.”

ANNETTE BLAUGRUND, PHD

Independent Curator

Former Director of the National Academy Museum, New York, NY
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(from left to right)

J. Steven Manolis, 

Tolerance…BWG, 2015, 

Acrylic on canvas, 60 x 48 

inches (152.4 x 121.92 cm). 

Framed: 62 x 50 inches 

(157.48 x 127 cm). 2015.04

Tolerance…BWG, 2015, 

Acrylic on canvas, 60 x 72 

inches (152.4 x 121.92 cm). 

Two panels, 60 x 36 inches 

(152.4 x 91.44 cm) each. 

Framed: 62 x 74 inches  

(157.48 x 187.96 cm).  

2015.01

 

Tolerance…BWG, 2015, 

Acrylic on canvas, 48 x 72 

inches (121.92 x 182.88 cm). 

Two panels, 48 x 36 inches 

(121.92 x 91.44 cm) each. 

Framed: 50 x 74 inches  

(127 x 187.96 cm). 2015.03

Photographed by 

Kim Sargent.



“The richness and complexity of J. Steven Manolis’ work provides an 

intense, intellectual look into the depth of the artist and his journey. 

The genius he has discovered within himself is a gift to us all.”

JULIA ANDREWS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 

CORAL SPRINGS MUSEUM OF ART

“J. Steven Manolis energized The Gallery at Center for Creative 

Education with his remarkable Splash paintings. CCE utilizes The 

Gallery space as a tool to help teach, inspire and foster the importance 

of the arts in the world around us. We welcomed Steven’s paintings, 

which combined energy and emotion through the use of color and 

movement, on both a small and large scale, something our students 

can take with them as they develop their own artistic abilities well into 

the future.”

JONATHON ORTIZ-SMYKLA, GALLERY AND MARKETING MANAGER 

CENTER FOR CREATIVE EDUCATION, WEST PALM BEACH

“J. Steven Manolis is truly one of a kind. When you meet him, there is 

a calming aura when you are in his presence, and it is reflected in his 

amazing work. His art speaks to me, and I enjoy looking at it every 

day when I need some balance. I am looking forward to adding new 

pieces to my collection.”

ADAM GOODKIN, PUBLISHER, 

SIMPLY THE BEST MAGAZINE

“J. Steven Manolis in his art demonstrates a laudable ambition that 

allows him to achieve the greatest freedom.”

WOLF KAHN, PAINTER

“I watched J. Steven Manolis enter the world of painting, and since 

I’ve known him, he’s developed very quickly and masterfully. I’m 

thrilled and inspired to see his many successes as a fellow painter.”

HUNT SLONEM, ARTIST, BROOKLYN
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Quotes
From Collectors, Artists, Critics, and Friends



“J. Steven Manolis’ works are simply outstanding! His strong play of 

colors and the emotion that he portrays are amplified by the scale of 

his works. His paintings pull the viewer into his world.”

SHALINI NOPANY, VICE PRESIDENT

INSTITUTE OF FINE ARTS, INDIA

“South Florida, and especially the City of Miami, is very fortunate 

to have local star J. Steven Manolis as a resident artist, businessman 

and muse. As local collectors and museums acquire his wonderful 

paintings, we all benefit.”

PETER R. EHRLICH, JR. CO-FOUNDER, SCENIC MIAMI

MIAMI, FLORIDA

“There is only one thing more pleasurable than viewing J. Steven 

Manolis’ panoply of explosive yet calming, sensual and appealingly 

colorful works, and that is observing and being engaged by what I call 

the Manolis “Improv-Dance!” These are the movements he performs 

as he gracefully applies and administers the combinations of colors 

and layers that eventually create his works. Being exposed to both the 

process and the end product is a gift.”

MILES SLATER, SCULPTOR 

(FORMERLY SALOMON BROTHERS WALL STREET EXECUTIVE)

“J. Steven Manolis is a force of nature. To experience his language 

of color and form is to open your mind to his timeless message and 

raise your psyche to new levels of awareness. I have known few artists 

with such power of expression and with such ability to impact their 

audience.”

DANIEL S. MCKITRICK, PH.D. PROFESSOR EMERITUS

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF PSYCHOLOGY, PACIFIC UNIVERSITY

“A J. Steven Manolis painting will light up any room - his vibrant and 

characteristic use of color and patterns create a modern yet timeless 

aesthetic that immediately catches the eye. Every piece is inspiring and 

relatable. We are proud to be Manolis collectors!”

DANIEL BENAVIDES AND CARLA ISAIAS

PARTNER, SHUTTS & BOWEN LLP, MIAMI, FL

“The art of J. Steven Manolis is pure genius! His abstract paintings 

happily communicate to us in a very exciting way, every day. They have 

remarkably and aesthetically transformed the look and feel of our 

antique English Barn space in Southampton, New York.”

CHRISTL & KENNETH MESZKAT
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J. Steven Manolis,  

BlueLand Splash, 

2016, Acrylic on 

canvas, 72 x 180 

inches (182.88 x 

457.2 cm). Three 

panels, 72 x 60 inches 

(182.88 x 152.4 cm) 

each. Framed: 75 x 

183 inches (190.5 x 

464.82 cm). 2016.01 

Photographed by Kim 

Sargent. Property of 

William C. Powers. 
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J. Steven Manolis, 

Redworld Concentric, 

2016, Acrylic on 

Canvas, 72 x 120 

inches (182.88 x 304.8 

cm). Two panels, 72 

x 60 inches (182.88 

x 152.4 cm) each. 

Framed: 75 x 123 

inches (190.5x 312.42 

cm). 72.120.01 

Photographed by 

Kim Sargent. 



“If music is the passion, then lyrics are the soul. So, too, it is with color on 

canvas. J. Steven Manolis carries art’s libretto yet another step forward.”

DAVID B. BRODE, BRODE ASSET MANAGEMENT; THEATRICAL PRODUCER

“J. Steven Manolis is an inspirational artist who breaks the barrier when 

it comes to passion, dedication and creativity. His art conveys the rich 

and brilliant tapestry of his life.”

JILL KRUTICK, NEW YORK

“J. Steven Manolis’ love of life and all things creative has shown since 

our early days together in South Dakota as a musician and artist. His 

sophisticated, abstract paintings today show that same excitement 

through vivid combinations of color and technique that distinguish his 

work—inviting the viewer to experience the pleasure it brings without 

hindrance.”

GARY MYERS, PROFESSOR EMERITUS OF ENGLISH 

MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY, YOUNG HARRIS COLLEGE, GEORGIA 

“Congratulations to J. Steven Manolis on his new career as a successful 

artist. We have one of his early works, and are very happy about the 

recognition he is receiving.”

 

HARRY AND GAIL THEODORACOPULOS

“J. Steven Manolis is a rare painting commodity, producing amazing 

color-filled works in an array of sizes. When one wants to dramatically 

improve the decor in one’s room, we suggest adding color, and 

there simply is no one better for color than the extraordinary and 

magnificent Abstract Expressionist painter, J. Steven Manolis.”

BRIAN S. LONG, DEJA VU DECOR, CO -OWNER

MIAMI DESIGN DISTRICT, PRESIDENT, BL-PR INC.

“J. Steven Manolis uses creativity, brilliant colors and vision to clearly 

and unequivocally stamp out his mastery of abstract expressionism. 

Rich colors, innate application and commitment to excellence destine 

him for artistic greatness that is yet unheralded!”

LT. GEN. (RET.) AND AMBASSADOR (RET.) DELL L. DAILEY

“For over two decades, I had the privilege to witness the art of J. Steven 

Manolis. His artistic skills go beyond the abstract category, as the 

audience sees layers of paint creating an unforgettable tri-dimensional 

masterpiece. Steven is passionate about colors, driven by his flight of 

imagination that manifests into beautiful splashes of reality.” 

ALEX VIGNOLI 

ALEX VIGNOLI STUDIO, MIAMI, FL
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“J. Steven Manolis lives in many worlds of color.  I am thrilled that 

for my home he painted a major work that reflects what I love 

about my life in Laguna Beach. The color of the water at my home is 

extraordinary, and he captured the glorious blue of the Pacific with all 

its undertones and overtones, just like the grand master of abstract 

expressionism, Jackson Pollock. He is an amazing talent that the world 

is blessed with, and I feel very lucky that he has captured the qualities 

of where I call home.”

TONI ALEXANDER, COLLECTOR

LAGUNA BEACH, CALIFORNIA 

“A true painter, passionate and dedicated to color. J. Steven Manolis is 

steadfast on continually discovering and immediately sharing the deep 

rewards that a life with art reveals.”

DAN ELLIS, DESIGNER, BROOKLYN, NEW YORK

“J. Steven Manolis had the rare opportunity to study for many years 

under master colorist Wolf Kahn, and under him, Steve learned to 

master the visual power of color. But Mr. Kahn now has the privilege 

of watching his student become a master, as Steve attacks the canvas 

with emotional intensity, passion and blistering intellect through his 

visually arresting abstract works.”

MATT SHANABERGER, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

MONTECITO PEAK ADVISORS, MONTECITO, CALIFORNIA

“I have known Steven Manolis since high school, when our passion 

for music brought us together to form a rock band. We developed the 

Torres into a touring group and took it on to the University of South 

Dakota, touring and recording during that time. I have seen Steven’s 

early passion for music reflected in his art over the past decade. His 

development as a colorist has been impressive as his work has achieved 

national recognition. Helen and I have enjoyed having his work in 

our home. We are pleased to see his art displayed at the University of 

South Dakota, where we have many fond memories.”

FRITZ AND HELEN LEIGH

“J. Steven Manolis’ canvases are an explosion of color, depth and 

imagination. They reflect the syncopated rhythm and mastery of an 

inquiring soul.”

AL CHECCHI, COLLECTOR

“I knew J. Steven Manolis was something special when I first met him 

on the University of South Dakota campus in 1966; he was smart 

and driven. I felt the same when I first saw his artwork, stunned by its 

beauty and his flair for presentation. I believed then – and still do – that 

he will go down as one of the greatest American abstract artists. I am 

proud to own four of his pieces, and call him my friend.”

RICH HUFFMAN, LAWYER, LAND DEVELOPER AND ART LOVER 

DEMERSSEMAN JENSEN TELLINGHUISEN & HUFFMAN. 

RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA
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J. Steven Manolis, 

Redworld Glaze 

Diptych, 2016, 

Acrylic on canvas, 60 

x 48 inches (152.4 

x 121.92cm). Four 

panels, 60 x 24 inches 

(152.4 x 60.96 cm) 

each. Framed: 62 x 

50 inches (157.48 x 

127 cm). Collection of 

WP Global Partners. 

60.48.01 & 60.48.02 

Photographed by 

Alexandre Vignoli.
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J. Steven Manolis, 

BlueLand Splash 

(Masculine), 

BlueLand Splash 

(Feminine), 2016 (left 

to right), Acrylic on 

canvas, Two diptychs. 

120 x 144 inches 

(304.8 x 365.76 cm). 

Each diptych (left to 

right): 120 x 72 inches 

(304.8 x 182.88 

cm), Two panels, 60 

x 72 inches (152.4 

x 182.88 cm) each. 

Framed: 126 x 150 

(320.04 x 381 cm) 

inches. 72.120.01 

& 72.120.02. 

Photographed by  

Kim Sargent. 



“J. Steven Manolis and I have been good friends for over forty years. 

He was a hugely talented business man who has become a hugely 

talented artist. I already own two of his wonderful paintings and over 

time, will be a buyer of more.”

MARK FIELD

“I have been living with several inspirational, abstract paintings by J. 

Steven Manolis for a number of years now, first in my home in Rancho 

Santa Fe and now in my home in La Jolla. His work is fresh and alive, 

and his creativity and sense of color and form have no equal. Steven 

is an artist whose work and vision will live beyond this generation into 

the next, and, from my perspective, for all time.”

 

LINDA CHESTER

LINDA CHESTER LITERARY AGENCY

“J. Steven Manolis has been a loyal customer of Blick Art Materials in 

Miami for several years. As one of our most active customers, Steven 

has entrusted us as his ‘go-to’ art supply store in Miami. We appreciate 

his business and often find ourselves wondering, ‘What is he going to 

create with ALL these canvases this time?’”

CORINNA BURROUGH, GENERAL MANAGER

BLICK ART MATERIALS, MIAMI, FL 33143

“Manolis uses color in a unique way. His paintings are splashy, vibrant 

and very interesting. I find myself stopping to look at his painting in my 

collection several times a day.”

ASHOK NAYYAR

“Over the years, as I embarked on my career as an architectural 

photographer for the rich and famous, I observed some of the best 

Contemporary art the world has to offer, including works by Picasso, 

Rothko, de Kooning, and Jackson Pollock. And now that I have 

photographed the paintings of J. Steven Manolis, I feel that they 

are every bit as accomplished and just as exciting. I would love to 

encounter a Manolis in every home that I photograph!”

KIM SARGENT

SARGENT PHOTOGRAPHY

“We believe that the art we display at our firm is the ultimate reflection 

of our sophistication and relentless pursuit of quality. Therefore, 

it should be no surprise that we have collected works by J. Steven 

Manolis and have hung them alongside those of other legendary 

artists such as Andy Warhol. Steven’s translation of the abstract to the 

physical through his mastery of the watercolor medium sets him apart. 

His work is not decoration; it is communication.”

 

ADAM CHECCHI

CHECCHI CAPITAL ADVISERS, LLC
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“J. Steven Manolis’ watercolors bring the outdoors indoors, with an 

explosion of rich and pure colors that can’t help but put a smile on 

your face. From the flamingos and the parks to the deep blue sea, 

Steven’s work enables me to have the best of Miami in my home all the 

time.  Bravo on yet another amazing show; I always love to see how 

Steven pushes the color zones and makes me go WOW!”

 

SALLY RAMIREZ, VICE PRESIDENT

RAYMOND JAMES FINANCIAL

“J. Steven Manolis emerges you into a world of color and uncovered 

depth that you feel compelled towards. His paintings remain with you, 

like a lucid dream.”

 

GREGORY S. OBERHOLTZER, PERSONAL COLLECTOR 

WP GLOBAL PARTNERS -PRIVATE EQUITY INVESTMENT COMPANY

“J. Steven Manolis’ paintings clearly give us insight into the depths 

of his multi-faceted and brilliant mind. Each piece has a method to 

its “Manolis Madness,” which is intellectually transparent yet slightly 

avant-garde upon completion. His exciting, unconventional and 

dynamic hybrids of color demonstrate both Manolis’ passion and his 

confidence in challenging the boundaries of a conventional artistic 

framework.”

AMY N. DEUPI, FOUNDER & CEO, THE MARTINGALE GROUP, LLC

WORLD CUP POLO CHAMPION 2012, MIAMI, FLORIDA

“I’ve known J. Steven Manolis for nearly ten years. He’s one of those 

people that has immediate impact—when he first showed me his 

work I was inspired and excited. During the past decade, I’ve watched 

Steve’s style and method evolve and mature; his passion is infectious. 

Steve’s “Redworld” philosophy of living is epitomized in his paintings: 

it’s all about the NOW. Seizing the moment. Squeezing every drop out 

of each day. I love Steve and I love his work; my life has been enriched 

and improved by our connection.”

JOHN CARVER, PRINCIPAL CO-OWNER, CUNNING

LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM

“J. Steven Manolis’ Peony Series, of which I am a proud collector, is 

such a joy to behold! His artistic color palette and energy are totally 

inspiring. I’m so proud to call him a friend.”

SUSAN GUTFREUND

“J. Steven Manolis’ paintings have not only made our home worthy of 

being on a magazine cover, but his works serve as a constant reminder 

for us to seek beauty and enjoyment in all that we do.”

BERNIE & MARIAN CRUZ, BUILD OUT CO.

FLORIDA CITY, FL
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J. Steven Manolis, 

Black & White 

(Symphony Series), 

2015, 72 x 120 inches 

(182.88 x 304.8 cm), 

Acrylic on canvas, Two 

panels, 72 x 60 inches 

(182.88 x 152.4 

cm) each. Framed: 

75 x 123 inches 

(190.5 x 312.42 

cm). 72.120.01 

Photographed by Kim 

Sargent. Property of 

William C. Powers. 



J. Steven Manolis, 

BlueLand Splash, 

2016, Acrylic on 

canvas, 60 x 180 

inches (152.4 x 

457.2 cm). Three 

panels, 60 x 60 

inches (152.4 x 152.4 

cm) each. Framed: 

63 x 183 inches 

(160.02 x 464.82 

cm). 60.180.01 

Photographed by 

Kim Sargent. 
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“J. Steven Manolis is an artist that is truly on the frontier of today’s 

re-emerging global abstract expressionist art market, exhibiting a 

bandwidth of contemporary art that I predict will result in an explosion 

of both desire and price when the two worlds of supply and demand 

converge in coming years!”

KRISTIAN STENSBY. CEO, THE OCEAN GROUP

LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM AND MIAMI, FLORIDA

“J. Steven Manolis’ paintings are exciting explosions of color that 

exude energy, spirit and freedom. The vibrancy and sheer power of his 

paintings will leave you with an uplifting, almost cathartic experience, 

and keep you coming back for more!”

ELIZABETH AND TAREK DOSS

LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM

“J. Steven Manolis’ palette skillfully transitions from one color to 

another.  He masterfully shifts from red to blue to whatever hue 

he wants for a particular painting; all have enormous energy and 

vibrancy.”  

IMMI STORRS, NA, NATIONAL ACADEMICIAN

THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF DESIGN, SCULPTOR & PAINTER

“We have known J. Steven Manolis for thirty-five years, and over that 

time had watched as everything Steven touched turns into gold. There 

was no doubt in our minds that the same thing would happen when 

he started painting full-time. When we bought our Florida condo on 

the water, we immediately knew that one of his Splash paintings was 

going to be the centerpiece of our residence. It brings the water from 

the ocean into our living room, and it truly has become the focal point 

of our Florida home. Steven’s eye for color is impeccable, and we look 

forward to collecting more of his beautiful works.”

LINDA AND ASHLEY COOPER

PALM BEACH, FLORIDA

“J. Steven Manolis’ work and creativity of COLOR and depth brings a 

positive, uplifting, ‘wow’ factor to one’s daily life. We love your pieces 

in our house.”

ART & MARCY FALCONE

“J. Steven Manolis’ unbridled passion speaks through his art. Over the 

past few years, I’ve been amazed at the quality, the energy and the 

optimism exuded by his art. I smile each time I see a new work!”

CARLOS WOLF, MD

MIAMI, FLORIDA AND ST. HELENA, CALIFORNIA
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“J. Steven Manolis’ success is no surprise to me.  He had that same 

relentless ambition to excel in his youth, when we played in our band, 

The Torres, as he exhibits today in business and his art. Watching him 

as a teenager play a gig, drive through the night to work a day job, 

then drive to another gig, it was clear he was determined to succeed 

at both. Steven continues to apply that same passion today to his art, 

clearly illustrated by the breadth, diversity and quality of his works.”

RICK GILLIS

“J. Steven Manolis is a master of color, and full of sensitivity. Everything 

you can expect from a great artist, a highly reliable professional and a 

wonderful human being.”

 

MICHEL SANTI

ART TRADING & FINANCE - SWITZERLAND

“I love color, so immediately I was attracted to Steve’s explosion of 

colors when I attended his first solo show in the Hamptons. Gary and I 

are the proud owners of one of his best pieces, which has become the 

main attraction in our apartment. We love living with his art, and wish 

him much success!“

INES FLAX

“Steven Manolis’ artistic talent is surpassed only by his kindness and 

generosity. Just last year, Steven allowed his painting to be used as 

the cover for a charity’s gala invitation. The theme of the gala was An 

Aria to America, which was symbolized perfectly by Steven’s painting, 

Happy Birthday America. In addition, he donated the painting itself as 

a charity auction item, which we happily acquired. We are the proud 

owners of three of his Happy Birthday America paintings, and they 

have special meaning to us, as one of our sons serves in the Armed 

Forces.”

MARIANNE AND PETER KIRCHER

“The richness of J. Steven Manolis’ colors and abstract expressionist 

gestures have added vitality and life to my office and home, much like 

his own personality.”

JOHN FULVIO

“Kandinsky once wrote “Color is a power which directly influences the 

soul.” J. Steven Manolis’ bold and vibrant work harnesses this power, 

having the ability to change the look, feel and soul of an entire room; 

indeed, of an entire home.”

RICHARD KELLER AND ALEXANDER LORIMER

ZURICH, SWITZERLAND



“There is a balance of energy and intellect in J. Steven Manolis’ work 

that engages us on a daily basis. Rare is the painting that pulls in your 

attention every time you pass it, and yet somehow, he has found that 

singular ground. His work is at once gestural and teeming with energy; 

technical (I truly don’t understand how he achieves his layers); and 

planted firmly in the lineage of great color field paintings. However, the 

play of emotion, motion, geometry and color that he achieves through 

the transparency of watercolor sets his work apart.

Our piece from his California Dreaming series is exhibited so that 

guests to our home first engage from a hundred feet away, through the 

window of our living room as they approach our house. The scale and 

vivacity encountered at a distance is no less impressive or emotive than 

the ideal viewing distance inside the home. And yet Manolis’ work 

engages at that unique third distance as well, evinced by the fact that 

anyone who sees his painting in our house always ends up a hand’s 

length away, experiencing his mastery on the micro level as well.”

SALLY PRESSMAN AND DAVID ROGERS

LOS ANGELES, CA

www.jstevenmanolisart.com
&

www.manolisprojects.com


