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(A) How to curate your stuff. 
 
A curator can be thought of as a kind of storyteller. Curating is typically a museum process 
where a content-expert makes choices about what to display (or not display) in an exhibition. 
Although the title “expert” may imply that a person has achieved certain educational or 
professional heights, it is more simply your closeness to a given experience that makes you an 
expert about that thing, whatever it is. If we understand expertise in this more general way, it 
is not difficult to imagine ourselves as the experts on quite a few things, including our families, 
our personal experiences, our neighborhoods, and the things and objects that surround us on 
a day to day basis. You are the best person to tell the story of your stuff.  
 
So now you just have to make some choices. For the YOURSTUFF MUSEUM exhibition 
there are no limitations on what you can include in the show of your stuff. Sometimes it is 
hard to actually see all the stuff we have because we get used to living with it, but taking your 
stuff out of its context and putting it in a museum situation opens up a path to tell the stuff’s 
story. One simple example could be all the cups in your possession. If you were to make a 
display of even just five to ten different cups and mugs from your kitchen you would find that 
each one prompts you to tell a different story either based on where you got the mug from, 
who gave it to you, what it means to you, or your personal taste in mugs, which is dependent 
on material, weight, color, capacity, design, and even the personal stories you associate with 
it. 
 
So this is the trick. Find the stuff in your possession that you wish to tell a story around and 
then put it on display in the YOURSTUFF MUSEUM.  
 
What should you consider when making these choices? You might consider what is important 
to you. What do you want to say by the arrangement of this group of stuff? Is it more 
important for you to say something specific, or is it more important for you to discover 
something by placing things next to each other? You might want to show a collection of 
things because they are similar to each other or because they come from the same place. Or 
you might want to simply show your stuff because you think it looks nice. Your taste is a 
highly sophisticated intellectual function and everyone’s is different, so putting yours on 
display will be a treat for the YOURSTUFF MUSEUM visitors. You might choose to show 
a collection of things because they follow each other chronologically and therefore tell a 
sequential story, or because they all came from the same person and therefore tell the story 
of that person. 
 
As you can tell, the possibilities could be endless. It doesn’t have to be difficult though. You 
can choose to show stuff that is more random. Because it all comes from your possession it 
will—in one way or another—tell the story of you, and that is more than enough for the 
YOURSTUFF MUSEUM.  
 
 
 


