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Your RMRS Souvenir Committee secured permission from the Canadian Northern Society to set up our booth 

on the station's platform. As you may be aware, the weather in Big Valley can change rapidly. Also, this 

venue relieved Larry & myself the cumbersome task of removing the pop-up tent from the boxcar and setting 

up. As a result, we had tremendous foot traffic and our souvenir sales were doubled from last year. Location, 

location, location. 

APST had purchased a mini train a short while ago. It 

was in constant demand during the weekend, enjoyed 

by kids of all ages. And of course, APST staff partici-

pated. 

The Supertrain cab ride raffle winner was Jim Guilien. 

He was welcomed into the cab by engineer Jim Potter; 

our winner brought his family and a great time was had 

by all. Thank you to Don Gillespie and Bob Willis of 

APST for arranging and authorization. 

          

 Rick Boittiaux, Assistant to Souvenir Chairman 

Railfan Weekend 

Engineer Jim Potter and cab ride winner Jim Guilien 

Location, location, location 
APST’s Mini Train proving to be very popular 
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Hello members! We will be looking for volunteers once again to host our booth at this year’s Supertrain 2019. 
This will be a great opportunity to meet others from the community who share our passion for trains.  We look 
forward to seeing our members once again to enjoy this annual event. The event will be held once again at 
the Genesis Centre at 7555 Falconridge Blvd. NE, Calgary, AB on April 13th and 14th 2019. If you can 
volunteer please contact: Ken Warenko at Phone 403-283-9661 or email: metalwood@shaw.ca 

If you would like to see more information about this event please visit the Supertrain 2019 website at 
www.supertrain.ca.  Its very interesting. 

This past September, your RMRS attended the Greater 

Edmonton Train Show @ the Millenium Centre; this was 

our 3rd time. The show is not as large as Supertrain but 

the foot traffic was brisk and there was genuine interest in 

6060. The souvenir committee was quite pleased with the 

sales. Thanks to Ted Sayer, Kevin Quigley, and Rick 

Boittiaux for manning our booth. Thanks are also ex-

tended to Marc McNair in securing a room at the Ra-

mada, only 5 minutes from the Centre. Sure helped with 

the overhead.  

This year, RMRS collaborated with the Canadian North-

ern Society and East Central Alberta Heritage Society in 

co-sharing the rent for 10' X 30' space. The combined 

joint display attracted a lot of attention. APST was next 

door promoting the Polar Express. 

The CNoR Society preserves the history of the Canadian Northern Railway, particularly along the former Battle River 

Subdivision between Vegreville and Drumheller...and owns, maintains, and preserves the former CNoR stations in Cam-

rose, Meeting Creek, and Big Valley. 

ECAHS was formed to preserve the former CNoR/CN/CWR railway right of way between Ferlow Junction (south 

of Camrose). The section between Stettler and Big Valley remains active and is leased to APST. Their goal is to restore 

the rails north of Stettler to Donalda 

Co-contributors 

Kevin Quigley, Rick Boittiaux 

Greater Edmonton Train Show 

SUPERTRAIN 

2019 

will be at the  

Genesis Centre 

7555 Falconridge Blvd NE  

April 13 & 14, 2019 

2019 
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The morning of the Pumpkin Run was a cool one.  Once again this year RMRS members volunteered to support this 

APST event.  Prior to the event those of us at the Pumpkin Run site were given our instructions in preparation for the 

coming guests. With sound of 1118's whistle In the distance everyone took their positions. The train passed slowly until it 

was lined up with the unloading area. This process was the start of our busy day.  Passengers moved on to the excel-

lently organized site and participated in the wagon rides, line dancing and picking 

their pumpkins before the train would return with a new group while the previous 

group would load the train for the return trip to Stettler. 

Congratulations to Alberta Prairie and their team who for putting together an excel-

lent venue and a well run day. There were a lot of happy faces when passengers 

left the site with their pumpkins. 

I think Bob Leinweber was looking over us tapping his toe as the line dancers did 

their last set. 

He always liked the Pumpkin Run. 

 Don Totten 

Pumpkin Run 2018 

Photos submitted by Jacques Beaubien  
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Hello Members. I would like to take this opportunity to share with you the steps that are taking place to bring 6060 back 

to operation. In 2012 the RMRS Mechanical Committee decided that, along with the repair of 6060’s firebox, a long over-

due, comprehensive, five year inspection of the boiler should be completed in order to determine the engine’s compli-

ance with current boiler safety standards. This inspection (actually a series of inspections) has been quite time consum-

ing and has required a great deal of funding. 

The society has been the primary funder of these inspections, but there have also been donations and grants from or-

ganizations like the Alberta Historical Resources Foundation. Funding has been a challenge since 2012 and will continue 

to be in the future; but we are now approaching the end of one phase of the inspection / repair / approval process, and 

about to commence another. 

In March 2018, Acuren, the inspection company hired by the Rocky Mountain Rail Society to inspect the boiler of 6060, 

completed the final inspection report needed for phase one. The Board sent a copy of this report to DF Boiler Industries 

to develop a procedure that would be acceptable to Alberta Boilers Safety Association. In July, DF Boiler completed its 

review of the inspection report but had some questions. Harry Maekelburger and I, representing RMRS, and representa-

tives of Acuren, met in September in Edmonton to review DF Boiler’s questions about the report. 

Acuren created an addendum to the March report to address these questions; however DF Boiler still had some con-

cerns. In November, Harry Maekelburger and I asked for another meeting, this time with representatives of both DF 

Boiler and Acuren. At that time, the combined team determined that some additional inspections needed to be done on 

the back head of the firebox and on the three courses of the boiler barrel. 

This inspection required preparation work that was carried out by members, Larry Potter and Jacques Beaubien. They 

did a wonderful job and we thank them for their hard work. 

In December, Harry Maekelburger and I met with Jason Miller, the Alberta Boilers Safety Association Inspector, and rep-

resentatives from Acuren, to review the expectations of the inspection. Jason Miller addressed our questions about the 

size of the area to be inspected for each of the boiler courses. Jason also supplied us with a recommended inspection 

procedure document provided by the Alberta Boilers Safety Association for its inspectors. The inspection work com-

menced in December, and was completed in January 2019. I should be receiving a copy of the completed Acuren in-

spection report in the next few weeks. 

Don Totten,  Mechanical Committee 

6060 Mechanical Inspection 

A LETTER TO THE RMRS MEMBERSHIP 

Hello fellow members.  It is my sad duty to tell you that one of our members Les Olson has passed away in Jasper on 
January 20th. Les was an active member when the mechanical duties were necessary and when a skilled hand was 
needed. He was a Locomotive Engineer and a gifted horseman. He is survived by two sons and two daughters and has 
family members in Jasper, Valemont, Calmar and Bashaw. He enjoyed a steady stream of visitors during his last days 
that helped him greatly. We will miss him. 

I have been very encouraged by the recent letters and actions by members of the Board of Directors for the society that 
indicate the desire to make the goal of returning 6060 to steam.  The last time 6060 was under steam was in September 
of 2011, more than seven years ago.  The frustration and anxiety I felt have in recent years with the lack of progress in 
repairing 6060. I believe, this feeling is shared by many in our membership. I have been dedicated to the preserving, 
restoring, operating and maintaining this World Famous Steam Locomotive, the 6060, since 1960. 

This recent positive planning is like a breath of fresh air.  I see no reason why we can’t have the engine OK’d for service 
by June of 2019. 
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Social Media 2019 
In November of 2018, I volunteered to become a member of the Board of Directors for the Rocky Mountain Rail Society. 

I began looking after the Social Media portfolio which includes our Web Site, Facebook Page and Instagram. We now 

have an updated Website that is very clean looking and functional. It was created by a company called Fresh Angles 

(http://www.freshanglesinc.com/) who we contracted to get he website and our social media up and running. Please 

check out the new website at our old address www.6060.org. If you find anything we’ve missed or something you would 

like added please contact me at the undersigned address. Our Facebook page is also up and running and has been re-

ceiving interest from all over. Please check it out as well. If you like to contribute, feel free or send me the info you would 

like on it and I can post it for you. Same goes for Instagram where we are listed as Spirit of Alberta. 

One of the most time consuming things involved with looking after the social media portfolio is finding interesting stuff to 

post. With that in mind, if you have photo’s, video or stories about 6060 please get them to me. All media will be credited 

to the content provider. If you have photographs to share and are willing to mail them to me, I’ll return them as soon as 

they are scanned. As we work towards repairing 6060 and getting her operational, it will be crucial to tell her story as part 

of our fundraising efforts. 

All the best in 2019, 

Rich Graydon 

4020 Monarch Way 

Stettler, AB T0C 2L1 

graydonrich@gmail.com 

403-872-4454 

The incentive is there to support Ken Warenko and the Fund raising committee to raise the funds we need.  With your 
support this can be possible. 

For now I think our goal should be to start work on the 6060 by the beginning of April, 2019. 

To clarify we have a mechanical committee and we have a mechanical crew.  The mechanical crew is now down to Larry 
Potter, Terry Wolfe and myself whom are well versed in all the facets of Steam Locomotive repair and maintenance. We 
have a wealth of skill and knowledge to pass on to RMRS members.  We can assist David Marr and his DF Boiler Indus-
tries with their boiler work. All of the work can be done at Warden. 

David Hadden of Acuren, can be available in the third week of February to complete any testing that ABSA may require 
us to do.  I herewith recommend that David be made a LIFE member in the RMRS! I have some spadework to do for 
funding. So far, we have the following potentials for sponsorship: CN Railway, Alberta Government, Bill Gates, Nickle-
back, CTV coverage, newspaper articles, Crowd Funding, and many of our Fellow railroaders and Canadians who are 
tentative supporters.  For example, I have received a donation of $2000.00 from a private individual without even asking 
for anything. 

Once again our future is so bright on a Railroad that wants us at Stettler, Alberta.  We can help them – not only with the 
6060 but with our 100 foot turntable and with the promise of 100 lbs. rail to replace the existing 60 lbs. rail. We need to 
dream big we need an adequate, steam maintenance facility at Stettler for all motive power including our Alco switcher. 

Full Steam Ahead 

Harry Home, Director - Past President - RMRS 

Letter (cont.) 
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As one of your newest Board Members I’m sitting at my desk on the last day of 2018 trying to think of something to add 

to our newsletter. After all, I’m supposed to be the social media guy! Here’s some thoughts about the current situation 

we’re in as an organization. Our locomotive is currently laid up with a hole in its boiler and a bunch of other repairs to be 

made on her. We’ve spent a great deal of money on testing and preparing a plan for the Alberta Boiler Safety Associa-

tion (ABSA) to approve and then the work can be completed. We are on the cusp of moving forward towards being op-

erational. 

I’ve been involved with the RMRS as a member on and off since 2007. I was on the Board for a brief time but resigned 

for a number of reasons. We now have a new Board that I’ve observed for a while and I can see that they are dedicated 

to getting the 6060 operational again. I can also see that they work as a team and all decisions being made are in the 

best interest of 6060. That is what I chose as a topic to write about for our newsletter. 

Bringing the 6060 back to life is going to take a concerted effort by a dedicated team. It’s a matter of combining people 

with mechanical ability with people who can fundraise so the mechanical work can be done. Some of that work has to be 

done by experts. I work for Alberta Prairie Railway as a Conductor and in sales. Keeping a steam engine running today 

takes a great deal of money and some very good mechanical ability. It’s not something your average volunteer can do in 

many cases. There is a very small group of people in Alberta that have the necessary skills to maintain and operate the 

6060. What can we do to get that small group of people to help us out? 

First and foremost I think we need to talk to them, explain our situation and if they are interested in helping let them tell 

us what we need to do. The people I’m talking about are experts in their field. If they are going to help us we need to give 

them the tools they need (money and equipment) and let them get the work done. There will always be room for volun-

teers to help with many of the tasks needed to keep 6060 running. Right now the repairs that are required need to be 

handled by folks like DF Boiler (http://www.dfboilertube.com/)  who has helped us plan our repairs and can do the work 

and ACUREN (https://www.acuren.com) who has completed the non destructive testing on our boiler. 

What you can do as a member and volunteer is help raise the money needed to get the work done. We need you more 

than ever to help make 6060 operational. If you can spare $10 we’d be happy for the help. If you know someone or a 

company who can donate then get in touch with Ken Warenko our fundraising Director. We need hundreds of thousands 

of dollars to complete the work and every bit you can raise counts. 

 Rich Graydon 

 

Just a reminder that if you haven't renewed your RMRS membership, it’s that time of year. You can renew online at 

www.6060.org, using your credit card or PayPal account or use the form on the back page and send it in. 

The form may be either scanned and emailed to info@6060.org or mailed with payment to the following address: 

Rocky Mountain Rail Society 

Membership Chairman,  

P.O. Box 81076, LBPO,  

Calgary, AB T2J 7C9 Canada 

Note: Renewal fees are due on January 1st of each year - We appreciate your ongoing support! 

RMRS Membership Renewal for 2019 

Thoughts from Rich Graydon 
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I hope that everyone found time to enjoy the holiday season. Things are starting to return to a normal routine for myself.  

For the last six weeks of 2018, I had split my time between my “day job” at PlyGem in Calgary and the Alberta Prairie 

Railway in Stettler, where I portrayed the “Tom Hanks” Conductor character during a series of thirty-six Polar Express 

journeys to the North Pole. Needless to say, I am ready for my annual Mexico vacation in February!  

Thanks to all RMRS Members who were able to attend the Annual General Meeting on October 27th. A series of very 

informative reports were delivered, and attendees gained valuable insight as to the challenges faced and progress 

achieved through-out 2018. All existing Directors opted to stand for re-election, and have returned to the Board for 2019. 

In addition to the incumbents, I am pleased to welcome Rich Graydon to the Board of Directors. Rich will be champion-

ing the Society’s web and social media presence, as well as assisting with fundraising efforts. The Executive members 

remain unchanged, with Don Wilson as Vice President, Zac Brewer as Treasurer, Brian Henderson as Secretary, and 

myself in the role of President. Kyle Toporchak, Ken Warenko, and Harry Home also return as Directors-at-large. Alto-

gether, we enter 2019 a with a great leadership team!        

I also want to welcome Harry Maekelburger to the RMRS Mechanical Committee. Harry is a long-time RMRS member, 

with an extensive professional background in Power Engineering. Both Harry and Don Totten have been instrumental in 

coordinating with the 6060 boiler refurbishment stakeholders (Inspection Contractor, Boiler Contractor, and ABSA) to 

identify the final steps required to complete the inspection phase of the project. Special appreciation is also extended to 

Larry Potter and Jacques Beaubien, who invested a good portion of the holiday season prepping 6060 for the latest 

round of NDT inspection work.   

As we enter 2019, I share a renewed sense of optimism with my fellow Directors.  The progress we have made so far 

this winter looks promising. We have moved forward on several key initiatives since the AGM: 

 The RMRS website has been redesigned and launched. 

 A new RMRS Facebook account has been created, with additional social media profiles pending. 

 NDT inspection work has resumed on the 6060, as we make headway to finalize the scope of repairs required and 

develop a refurbishment budget. 

 We have made significant progress with our fundraising initiative, and anticipate that a public campaign will be offi-

cially launched in the first half of 2019. 

 We continue to work collaboratively with the East Central Alberta Heritage and Canadian Northern Societies. These 

efforts have resulted in a special fundraising / PR opportunity that is currently in the planning stage (stayed tuned for 

an official announcement). Additionally, the three societies will be operating a joint display booth at Supertrain in 

April. This promises to be our most exciting Supertrain appearance ever!   

I look forward to expanding this list as we progress through the year. We remain focused on the goal to commence with 

the first major phases of boiler refurbishment work before the year is out! 

         -K.B Quigley, President 

Notes From the President 

Once again RMRS will be having its annual Spring Work Party at Warden.  There will be a long list of chores 
to do but many hands make light work.  If you can spend a spring day to help set things up for a smooth sum-
mer of operation please contact: Rich Graydon at graydonrich@gmail.com  

Hope to see you then. 

Annual Spring Work Party: May 12th, 2019 



RMRS Board of Directors: 

President    Kevin Quigley   403-990-5931        kbquigley@shaw.ca 

Vice-President    Don Wilson  403-275-2263   djwilson@shaw.ca 

Treasurer   Zac Brewer   403-808-3081   rmrstreasurer@gmail.com 

Secretary   Brian Henderson 403-278-2084   brianjh@telus.net 

Directors   Harry Home  780-852-5818   hehome@shaw.ca 

     Ken Warenko   403-283-9661   metalwood@shaw.ca 

    Kyle Toporchak  403-854-1974   ktop144@gmail.com 

Social Media   Rich Graydon  403-872-4454   graydonrich@gmail.com 

PO Box 81076 - 6060, BPO 

Calgary, Alberta  T2J 7C9 

 www.6060.org 

Casino Chairman:   John Pinter  403-540-2339     pinterlaptop@hotmail.com 

Steam Rail News:   Glenn Astren  306-452-8253     steamrailnews@gmail.com 

Rocky Mountain Rail Society 

Annual Membership Application 

Fees: Adults $30.00 Associate Seniors $8.00 

Associate Adult $18.00 Juniors (under 17) $8.00 

Seniors (65+) $20.00 

*Note: Associate Members are additional members at the same address. Full Membership includes Steam Rail News 

New Member: _______ Annual Renewal: _______ (Please check appropriate Box) 

Membership # (if renewal - refer to your membership card or newsletter address label): __________________ 

Name: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________________ 

City/Town/Prov/State: _____________________________________ Postal/Zip Code: ______________ 

Telephone: _______________ Fax: _______________ Email: _________________________________ 

Membership Type / Quantity (see above) : __________________________________________________ 

Payment Type: Cheque Enclosed ( ) Visa ( ) Mastercard ( ) Total Amount $: ________________________ 

Credit Card # _____________________________________ Expiry Date: ______________________ 


