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Aspetuck Land Trust 
Mission
The preservation and conservation of open space, including 
farm and forest land and the natural resources primarily in the 
towns of Easton, Weston, Fairfield, Westport and Monroe, for the 
benefit and education of the public.
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Green 
Corridor
Protect the last remaining open 
spaces in our towns – 800+ acres

Engage thousands of 
homeowners to create more 
biodiversity in their yards



Footer Here

3

Maintain and preserve habitats 
along important riparian corridors 
(Saugatuck and Mill Rivers and 
Sasco Brook)

Link existing Aspetuck Land Trust 
properties and other protected 
open spaces.

Link habitats of known rare flora 
and fauna and other species of 
conservation concern

Avoid and mitigate the effects of 
habitat fragmentation and climate 
change

Protect important farmland soils

Criteria
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Weston 
Wilton 
Forest Block

Keystone property in our multi-
year effort to assemble a 705-acre 
Forest Block on the Weston 
Wilton border.

Tremendous opportunity to 
protect a property of this size and 
biodiversity in Fairfield County.

Future Generations will thank us 
for protecting it.
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Assembling the Forest 
Block

• 1968 – 20-acre Andre Beaumont 

donation

• 2012 – 1-acre Hope Church 

property, Wilton Donation 

• 2016 – 16-acre Odierno property, 

Wilton 

• 2017 – 38-acre Belknap property, 

Weston, 

• 2021 – 11.6-acre Fratelli Zeta 

property, Wilton  

• 2021 – 10-acre Montenaro

property, Wilton 

• 2021 – 85-acre Fromson Strassler

property, Weston 

• 2022 – 4.3-acre Fratelli Zeta 

property, Wilton
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• 85-acre Fromson Strassler is 

the largest parcel in the Forest 

Block 

• Raised the money to purchase 

($625,000 CT DEEP and 

private funds)

• Will provide central trail head 

access from Upper Parish 

Drive to Forest Block

• Connects to ALT’s Honey Hill 

Preserve and other protected 

lands = 705 ac block

• Regional trail vision connects 

Forest Block to Norwalk River 

Valley Trail and Huntington 

State Park in Redding 
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The Weston Wilton Forest Block has been identified as an “ecologically resilient 
landscape” by The Nature Conservancy.

Protection of ecologically resilient landscapes are critical to offset the impacts of 
climate change

What makes an ecologically resilient landscape?

▪ Connectivity to other protected lands 
▪ Groundwater quality Class GA water quality 
▪ Presence of inland wetland soils 
▪ Proximity to rivers and streams – W. Branch Saugatuck
▪ Wildlife diversity
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Benefits of Open Space
✓ Climate Change

▪ Filters drinking water and improves water 
quality. 

▪ Creates more permeable surfaces (sponge) 
which absorb water controlling stream 
flooding and property damage in increasing 
heavy storms which overwhelm storm 
sewers and streams 

▪ Cleans the air and reduces greenhouse 
gases. 
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Benefits of Open Space
✓ Public Health

▪ Class GA water quality – fresh 
drinking water via subsurface aquifers 
that support residential wells

▪ Protects the beauty of our natural 
surroundings 

▪ Physical and mental health benefits as 
more people get outside, exercise and 
talk to their neighbors.

▪ Provide relief and release – Trout 
Brook Valley, Norwalk River Valley 
Trail, Central Park, High Line
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Benefits of Open Space
✓ Economics
▪ Increases property values and supports town tax base

▪ For every $1 paid by a residential use, $1.11 is used in services (Source: CT 
Farmland Trust)

▪ Cost of community services for farms or forest landowners is 0.37 cents per 
acre. Act 490 created to ease cost of community services burdens on town  
promoting agriculture and forest preservation

▪ Attracts people to Weston who seek public amenities like open space for 
enjoyment and quality of life
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Benefits of Open Space
✓ Wildlife

▪ Unfragmented forest blocks larger than 500 acres have higher successful breeding 
rates of forest interior bird populations and are important for other larger vertebrates

▪ Multiple habitats that support diverse wildlife – upland forests, wetlands, streams, 
boulder talus wetlands (stay cool and wet all summer), steep slopes, ledge and rock 
outcrops, vernal pools, groundwater seeps draining into West Branch of Saugatuck 
River 

▪ 20 acres of forested wetland systems 20 acres which support rare Species (CT DEEP)

– Reptiles and amphibians Eastern Box Turtle and Spotted Turtle (Very Important Species of 
Special Concern),  Eastern Newt, Gray Tree Frog, Spotted Salamander 

– Birds Wood Thrush, Scarlet Tanager, Veery, Eastern Wood Pewee. 79 bird species reported 
from nearby Devil’s Den Nature Preserve, a similar habitat block proximal to the site.

– Plants Hazelnut, Highbush Blueberry, Little Bluestem and others
– Fish Property is considered upper perennial riverine habitat draining West Branch of Saugatuck 

and supports Blacknose Dace and American Eel among other species. 


