
Managing Global Turbulence and Transitions: 
The Role of Think Tanks

Global Think Tank Summit Agenda
11-13 December 2019, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

Wednesday, December 11th, 2019 
Hilton Rio de Janeiro Copacabana
Av. Atlântica, 1020 - Copacabana, Rio de Janeiro - RJ, Brazil

Check-in to Hilton Hotel

Summit Registration 

Welcome Remarks
 • James G. MCGANN, Director and Senior Lecturer, Think Tanks and Civil  
 Societies Program (TTCSP), Lauder Institute, University of Pennsylvania   
 (United States) 

 • Carlos Ivan SIMONSEN LEAL, President, Fundação Getulio Vargas
 (FGV) (Brazil)

Opening Plenary Panel I 
Managing Global Turbulence and Transitions: National, Regional and Global 
Perspectives 
A panel of senior think tank executives from around the globe will discuss how think 
tanks are helping policymakers and the public understand the economic, technological, 
geopolitical and socials transitions and transformations that are disrupting politics around 
the world.  They will share how their institutions are grappling with the policy and strategic 
and operational challenges they face in these turbulent times. The Panel will also explore 
and foreshadow the central themes of the Global Summit while connecting national and 
regional trends to ones that have become global issues or trends.

CHAIR: James G. MCGANN, Director and Senior Lecturer, Think Tanks and Civil  
Societies Program (TTCSP), Lauder Institute, University of Pennsylvania (United  States)
 • Carlos Ivan SIMONSEN LEAL, President, Fundação Getulio Vargas
 (FGV) (Brazil) 
 • Adalberto RODRÍGUEZ GIAVARINI, President, Argentine Council for   
 International Relations (CARI) (Argentina) 
 • Paolo MAGRI, Executive Vice President and Director, Italian Institute for  
 International Political Studies (ISPI) (Italy) 
 • Linda MUSUMBA, Board Chairperson, Kenya Institute for Public Policy   
 Research and Analysis (KIPPRA) (Kenya)

 • Izabela STYCZYNSKA, President of Management Board, Center for   
 Social  and Economic Research (CASE) (Poland)

 • Izumi OHNO, Director, JICA Research Institute (Japan) 
 • Michael O’HANLON, Senior Fellow & Director of Research, Foreign   
 Policy, Brookings Institution (United States) 

Keynote Welcome Address
Carlos LANGONI, former President of the Central Bank of Brazil and Director of the 
World Economy Center.

Welcome Dinner
An Evening of Networking: Building Global Knowledge and Policy Partnerships  

16.00 – 17.00

17.00 – 18.00

19.30 – 20.00

18.00 – 19.30

20.00 – 21.30



Thursday, December 12th, 2019 
FGV Main Office
Praia de Botafogo, 190 – Rio de Janeiro – RJ, Brazil

Transportation to FGV

Welcome Coffee and Registration 

Keynote Address, Geopolitical Risk in an Age of Angry Middle Classes
Christopher GARMAN, Managing Director for the Americas, Eurasia Group
(United States) 

Plenary Panel II
Navigating the New World Order: How to Avoid the Sirens of Conflict and Chaos 
in World Politics   
This session will explore the challenges posed by the sea of change that is taking place in 
global politics and how to navigate the new world order that is emerging. More importantly, 
it will explore how to avoid the conflict and chaos that has marked periods of transition 
throughout history. As such, this panel of think tank scholars and executives will examine 
the promise and peril of a new world re-order. 

CHAIR: Michael O’HANLON, Senior Fellow & Director of Research, Foreign Policy, 
Brookings Institution (United States)

 • Robert VASS, President, GLOBSEC (Slovakia)

 • Gilead SHER, Senior Research Fellow & Head, Center for Applied   
 Negotiations, Institute for National Security Studies (INSS) (Israel)

 • Sybil RHODES, President, Center for the Opening and Development of   
 Latin America (CADAL) (Argentina) 
 • Harsh PANT, Director of Studies, Observer Research Foundation (ORF)  
 (India)

 • Valery GARBUZOV, Director, Russian Academy of Sciences (Russia)

Coffee Break

Plenary Panel III 
The ‘We’ Movement: Popular Discontent, Democracy and Dictators in an Age of 
Insecurity and Digital Disruptions 
This session will attempt to examine the rise of social and political protests that are 
sweeping across the globe in an attempt to capture the issues and interconnections 
between some of these mass movements and what might be driving them. Large public 
demonstrations, some peaceful and some not, have taken place in recent weeks in places 
on every continent: Algeria, Bolivia, Britain, Catalonia, Chile, Ecuador, France, Guinea, Haiti, 
Honduras, Hong Kong, Iraq, Kazakhstan, Lebanon and more. While some of the protests 
have been small and spontaneous most have been large with deep roots that are the 
result of years of mounting frustration over environmental inaction, economic troubles, 
mismanagement, corruption or governmental repression.

CHAIR: Winfried WECK, Director of Regional Programs “Alianzas para la 
Democracia y el Desarrollo con América Latina”, Konrad Adenauer Stiftung 
(ADELA - Panama)

 • Carlos MALAMUD, Senior Analyst, Real Instituto Elcano (Spain)

 • Marco Aurélio RUEDIGER, Director, Department of Public Policy   
 Analysis, Fundação Getulio Vargas (FGV) (Brazil)

 • Oleksiy MELNYK, Co-Director, Foreign Relations and International   
 Security Programmes, Razumkov Centre (Ukraine)

8.30 – 9.00

9.00 – 9.30

9.30 – 11.00

8.00 - 8.30

11.00 – 11.15

11.15 – 12.45



 • Gustavo MARTÍNEZ, Managing Director, Argentine Council for    
 International Relations (CARI) (Argentina)

 • Alain NZADI-A-NZADI, Director, Centre d’Etudes pour l’Action Sociale   
 (CEPAS) (Democratic Republic of Congo) 

 • Mohammed AL SULAMI, Chairman, Rasanah: International Institute for   
 Iranian Studies (Saudi Arabia)

Lunch 

Plenary Panel IV
The Peril and Promise of Artificial Intelligence 
The 4th Industrial Revolution is a game-changer. While it is similar to the industrial 
transformations of the past, it will be fundamentally different. Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
will create massive, creative and destructive disruptions that will reverberate in the 
years to come. Therefore, it is essential that we understand AI and prepare both for the 
opportunities and the challenges it poses. The new reality is that AI accelerates the speed 
of change, increasing the velocity of information and policy flows in business, politics, and 
society. AI can enable humans to work smarter, faster and better than ever before, but it 
can also create major disruptions and dislocations in society. This panel will explore the 
impact on the economy, society and national, regional and global governance.

CHAIR: Rodrigo TARGINO, Researcher, Center for Applied Mathematics, Fundação 
Getulio Vargas (FGV) (Brazil)

 • Oksana KUZIAKIV, Executive Director, Institute for Economic Research  
 and Policy Consulting (IER) (Ukraine) 
 • Andrés LALANNE, Dean, Latin American Center for Human Economy   
 (CLAEH) (Uruguay)
 • Aaron SHULL, Managing Director, Centre for International Governance   
 Innovation (CIGI) (Canada)
 • Priscilla SILVA, Researcher, Institute for Technology & Society (ITS Rio)  
  (Brazil)

Coffee Break 

Breakout Session (Five Concurrent Sessions) 

1. The Climate Change Emergency: No Longer Chicken Little
Climate change poses some of the most pressing and intractable problems confronting 
policymakers and the public today. As the effects of climate change grow, the costs 
increase, and policy choices narrow. A critical examination of alternative policies, paradigms 
and public engagement strategies is required. There is an urgent need for innovative 
policies and strategies that can mobilize support from a range of political constituencies 
and provide creative integrated strategies that address climate adaptation, mitigation, 
and sustainable development. A panel of senior thought leaders and executives from the 
leading think tanks working on this issue will discuss and propose new and innovative 
ways to address this clear and present danger.

CHAIR: Camilla BAUSCH, Scientific & Executive Director, Ecologic Institute 
(Germany)

 • Svenja BLANKE, Director Nueva Sociedad, Friedrich Ebert Foundation   
 (FES) (Argentina)

 • Tao HU, President, Lakestone Institute for Sustainable Development   
 (United States) 
 • Marina CAETANO, Institutional Coordinator, Konrad Adenauer-Stiftung  
 (KAS) (Germany)
 • Takeo HARADA, Chief Executive Officer, Institute of
 International Strategy and Information Analysis (IISIA) (Japan)

12.45 – 14.00  

14.00 – 15.30  

15.45 – 17.15

15.30 – 15.45



2. Global Food and Water Security: How to Avert the Coming Crisis 
Food and water insecurity are not just a future problem, but rather are serious crises 
that our world is presently facing. In 2016, The Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations reported a total of 815 million chronically undernourished people in the 
world. In addition, the World Health Organization reported in 2015 that there was a total 
of 2.1 billion people who lacked access to safely managed drinking water. There are many 
contributing factors to food and water insecurity, such as climate change, poverty, gender 
inequality, and macro-economic trade policies—each of which are complex issues that 
require comprehensive research. This research gap can and should be filled by think tanks 
that can then take a prominent role in addressing these causes of food and water insecurity. 
Think tanks have a unique position in food and water security research and can address 
interdisciplinary and trans-boundary concerns, facilitating critical knowledge exchanges, 
and generating overall issue awareness. Despite the clear intersect between these two 
crises, institutional and disciplinary silos inhibit the development of creative policies and 
programs to address the problem. A panel of scholars will examine the coming crisis and 
suggest some ways of addressing it. 

CHAIR: James G. MCGANN, Director and Senior Lecturer, Think Tanks and Civil 
Societies Program (TTCSP), Lauder Institute, University of Pennsylvania (United 
States) 
 • Jose Luis CHICOMA, Chief Executive Officer, Ethos Public Policy Lab   
 (Mexico) 

 • Ibon ZUGASTI, Director, Prospektiker/Millennium Project (Spain)

 • Hossa ALMUTAIRI, Research Fellow, King Abdullah Petroleum Studies   
 and Research Center (KAPSARC) (Saudi Arabia)

3. Can You Hear Us Now? Strategic Communications for Think Tanks  
The popularization of new media has created a massive untapped pool of resources for 
knowledge to be shared with a new and wider audience. However, the unchecked nature 
of new media also results in a lack of quality control and oversaturation of content for 
readers to filter through. In an age of shorter attention spans and the paradox of choice, 
think tanks must navigate these waters to retain their appeal to changing demographics. 
This session aims to identify best practices for optimizing the use of new media, social 
networking and other platforms for public engagement and shaping policy, as well as 
examining which platforms we are all using to the greatest impact. More specifically, how 
can think tanks creatively harness these new tools beyond standard marketing purposes 
while being discerning about the quality, effectiveness of various platforms, and how they 
align with think tank’s mission to inform policymakers and the public about key policy 
issues?

CHAIR: Carla DUARTE, Deputy Director, Brazilian Center for International Relations 
(CEBRI) (Brazil)  
 • Linda ROTH, Vice President, Communications, Wilson Center
 (United States) 
 • Lydia RUDDY, Director of Communications, Economic Research Institute  
 for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA) (Indonesia)

 • Jeff CORDEAU, VP of Operations and Chief Technology Officer,    
 Peterson Institute (United States) 
 • Giuseppe PORCARO, Head of Outreach and Governance, Bruegel   
 (Belgium)

 • Nicolas BAUQUET, Research Director, Institut Montaigne (France)



4. New Faces and New Ideas: Diversity and Innovation in Think Tanks  
Both business and anthropological literature have shown strong correlations between 
organizational innovation and diversity. This panel will feature young scholars and think 
tank executives who will discuss the importance of diversity in their organizations and 
emphasize the important connection between diversity and innovation. The panelists have 
been asked to address the following questions: why did you choose to work at a think 
tank?; what obstacles did you encounter in the hiring process and advancing your career 
at a think tank?; what perspectives on policy and organization innovation do you bring to 
your think tank and the issues facing your country; and what specific recommendations 
would you suggest to improve the role and impact of think tanks? Finally, and most 
importantly, what recommendations would you make to improve the careers of ethnic 
and racial groups, women, young scholars and executives?

CHAIR: Milena LAZAREVIC, Founder & Program Director, European Policy Center 
(CEP) (Serbia)  
 • Slim BAHRINI, Executive Director, Maghreb Economic Forum, (Tunisia)

 • Emmanuel JUSTIMA, Executive Chairman, MODRICENIR (Haiti)

 • Bridgett WAGNER, Senior Vice President for Policy Promotion,
 The Heritage Foundation (United States)

 • Laura WHELAN, Project Lead for Global Summit, Think Tanks and Civil   
 Societies Program, University of Pennsylvania (United States)

 • Mayén UGARTE, Director, Project and Professional Development, Grupo  
 de Análisis para el Desarrollo (GRADE) (Peru)

5. Trade Wars or Trade Winds: Which Ways are the Winds Blowing?  
The lingering effects of the 2008 economic crisis and the blowback from the uneven 
and unfulfilled promise of globalization has helped give rise to populism, nativism and 
protectionist sentiments in many countries. The costs of free trade -- closed factories, 
unemployed workers and the effect it has on local economies and communities -- are easy 
to see. Less obvious are the benefits in lower prices, higher quality goods, more choices 
and a better standard of living. The uneven distribution of these benefits of the liberal 
economic order and free trade are raising questions about the fairness and viability of free 
and fair trade around the world. The prospects of a trade war between the US and China, 
Europe and the US has served to intensify these debates. With this backdrop in mind, the 
panel will explore the current trade environment, the impact of trade disputes will impact 
growth and the global economy.

CHAIR: Carolina MOEHLECKE, Adjunct Researcher, Center for International 
Relations, Fundação Getulio Vargas (FGV) (Brazil) 
 • Gerard LUCYSHYN, Vice President of Research, Frontier Centre for   
 Public Policy (FCPP) (Canada)  
 • Steven BLOCKMANS, Head of EU Foreign Policy Unit, Centre for   
 European Policy Studies (CEPS) (Belgium) 
 • Tang SIEW MUN, Head, ASEAN Studies Centre, Institute of South East   
 Asian Studies (ISEAS) (Singapore)

 • Miguel Ángel SIMÁN, President, FUSADES (El Salvador)

Summit Group Photo

Transportation to Dinner 

Dinner at Assador Rio’s restaurant, followed by “A Tribute to João Gilberto, the 
Brazilian Bossa Nova Legend”
Adress: Av. Infante Dom Henrique, Aterro do Flamengo

Transportation to Hilton Copacabana 

17.15 – 17.30 

17.30 - 18.00

21.30 - 22.00

19.30 – 21.30



Friday, December 13th, 2019 
FGV Main Office
Praia de Botafogo, 190 – Rio de Janeiro – RJ, Brazil

Transportation to FGV

Welcome Coffee

Plenary Panel V
Thinking about the Future of Think Tanks and Public Policy in an Age of Insecurity 
and Instability  
At a moment when both think tanks and experts are being questioned, significant policy 
and technology disruptions have called into question the value and efficacy of policy 
advice. Within that context, the TTCSP has launched a major national and global initiative 
to explore the future of think tanks and policy advice. A panel of think tank executives and 
scholars will explore: How have innovations in technology, communications, big data and 
data visualizations impacted the work of think tanks?; how has increased fragmentation, 
polarization of politics and changes in political parties and congress changed the nature of 
our public discourse and policy advice?; and how have the changes in the sources, types 
and duration of funding for public policy research impacted the quality, independence and 
integrity of the research and the ability to maintain the basic operations of a think tank?

CHAIR: Asanga ABEYAGOONASEKERA, Director General, Institute of National 
Security Studies Sri Lanka (INSSSL) (Sri Lanka) 
 • Izabela STYCZYNSKA, President of Management Board, Center for   
 Social  and Economic Research (CASE) (Poland)   
 • Odongchimeg IKHBAYAR, Deputy Director, Economic Policy and   
 Competitiveness Research Center (ECRC) (Mongolia) 
 • Hernán BONILLA, Executive Director, Centro for Development Studies   
 (CED) (Uruguay)  
 • Matthew DANN, Member, Council of the European Policy Centre (CEP)  
 (Serbia)
 • Roberta BRAGA, Associate Director, Atlantic Council (United States)

Coffee Break

Plenary Panel VI
Multilateralism in a Multipolar World: Conflict and Chaos, or Peace and Prosperity?  
Consciously or inadvertently, the new world order is taking place. Alliances are shifting, 
conflict and mass migration of people is continuing, and sustained economic and 
development is remaining elusive. The 2019 Global Tank Summit is taking place at a truly 
extraordinary historical moment in history and world politics. The post WWII economic, 
political and security orders are being challenged and redefined by national and regional 
tectonic shifts in domestic and international politics. The panel will discuss these changes 
and the role of multilateral institutions in a multipolar world.

CHAIR: Roberta BRAGA, Associate Director, Atlantic Council (United States) 
 • Brian HANSON, Vice President for Studies, Chicago Council on Global   
 Affairs (United States)   
 • Alvaro MENDEZ, Co-Director, Global South Unit (LSE IDEAS)
 (United Kingdom) 
 • Vugar BAYRAMOV, Chairman of Board, Center for Economic & Social   
 Development (CESD) (Azerbaijan)
 • Carlos CARNERO, Managing Director, Fundación Alternativas      
 (Spain)

8.15 - 8.45

8.45 – 9.15 

9.15 – 11.00

11.15 – 12.45 

11.00 – 11.15 



Closing Plenary Panel
The Power and Potential of Think Tank Partnerships  
A closing panel of think tank scholars and executives will provide analysis and commentary 
on the major conclusions, strategies and actions generated by the summit. Each Panelists 
will be asked to identify potential collaborative research or institutional partnerships that 
they would recommend to the Summit participants.

CHAIR: Linda ROTH, Vice President, Communications, Wilson Center
(United States)  
 • Ezzeddine ABDELMOULA, Research Director, Al Jazeera Centre for   
 Studies (Qatar) 

 • Omar AL-UBAYDLI, Director of Research – Bahrain Center for Strategic  
 International and Energy Studies (Derasat) (Bahrain)
 • Zhao HAI, Research Fellow, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (CASS)  
 (China) 
 • Paolo MAGRI, Executive Vice President and Director, Italian Institute for  
 International Political Studies (ISPI) (Italy)

 • Lydia RUDDY, Director of Communications, Economic Research Institute  
 for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA) (Indonesia)
 • Tebogo SELEKA, Executive Director, Botswana Institute for Development  
 Policy Analysis (BIDPA) (Botswana) 
 
Closing Remarks
 • James G. MCGANN, Director and Senior Lecturer, Think Tanks and Civil  
 Societies Program (TTCSP), Lauder Institute, University of Pennsylvania   
 (United States) 
 • Carlos Ivan SIMONSEN LEAL, President, Fundação Getulio Vargas
 (FGV) (Brazil)

Lunch

Tour to Sugar Loaf (Optional) 

13.40 – 14.30

14.30 – 17.30

13.30 - 13.40

12.45 - 13.30


