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IN PRAISE OF ONE MAN’S ART
(Miyamura, Hideaki)

HM260 Vase with Three Glazes
17 ½ x 8 ½ x 8 ½"

I
Come celebrate with me
one man’s ceramic art! 

No written words, however finely wrought,
can compete with his vessels sculpted grace.

Instead, we’ll seek the source and origins
of his accomplishments.

II
The story starts a thousand years ago 

when China’s ruling dynasty was split apart.
Few works of clay, with Hare’s Fur glaze,

survived intact from that epoch.
Museums display these now, encased in glass—

testament to potters’ inspiration.
Each day visitors stop and look and ask
how simplest fundaments—compacted

clay and minerals—could be transformed into
vases and bowls transcending time and place. 

These works connect us to our genesis—
elements compounded from creation’s first burst.

III
Who can explain survival of hand made things

so rare and beautiful? Did scholar monk
on pilgrimage save one Hare’s Fur glazed bowl

when he found it by accident
in rural market stall? Did merchant fill

this bowl with tea and give to mendicant
to quench the body’s thirst and quest of soul?
And when remote retreat was finally reached,

did monk share bowl with new found company?
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IV
Was this same bowl the catalyst

that changed our dear friend’s life?
That prompted him to make this long lost glaze?

His journey took ten years across two continents—
down unmapped road ten thousand efforts long.

And now he’s gone beyond what others did.
Emerged from catacomb of chrysalis 
into the starry night of life and light.

Awakened us to the impossible made possible.

V
The journey of Miyamura, Hideaki

is well begun. And now the road beckons
to you and me—to touch, behold,
and to enjoy what he has gifted us

to quench our thirst for inner sustenance.

Francis Morrissey
Eliot, Maine
July 23, 2007

HM265 Vase with Gold Glaze
11 ¼ x 9 ½ x 9 ½"

HM267 Vase with Seafoam Green Crystalline Glaze
11 ¼ x 9 x 9"



4

HM239 Vase with Green Crystalline and Blue Hare’s Fur Glazes
12 ½ x 5 ½ x 5 ½"

HM242 Vase with Black Crystalline and Gold Glazes
14 ½ x 7 x 7"
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HM229 Vase with Starry Night Glaze
9 ¾ x 7 ¾ x 7 ¾"

HM237 Vase with Starry Night Glaze
8 ½ x 6 x 6"

HM238 Vase with Green Crystalline and Blue Hare’s Fur Glazes
7 x 6 x 6"

HM240 Vase with Green Crystalline and Blue Hare’s Fur Glazes
9 x 7 ½ x 7 ½"
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HM257 Covered Jar with White Crackle Glaze
6 ¾ x 10 x 10"

HM268 Covered Vase with Seafoam Green Crystalline Glaze
8 ¾ x 9 x 9"

HM255 Vase with Blue Crackle Glaze
9 x 7 ¾ x 7 ¾"

HM256 Covered Vase with Blue Crackle Glaze
9 ¾ x 9 ½ x 9 ½"
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HM250 Covered Vase with Blue Hare’s Fur Glaze
15 ¼ x 5 x 5"

HM230 Carved Vase with Two Rings in Gold Glaze
14 ½ x 5 ½ x 5 ½"
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HM252 Vase with Blue Hare’s Fur Glaze
14 ½ x 8 x 8"

HM251 Vase with Purple Hare’s Fur Glaze
13 ¼ x 5 ½ x 5 ½"
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HM226 Vase with Blue Hare’s Fur Glaze
7 x 8 ½ x 8 ½"

HM227 Vase with Blue Hare’s Fur Glaze
5 ½ x 6 ¾ x 6 ¾"

HM236 Vase with Gold Glaze
4 ½ x 5 x 5"

HM280 Vase with Blue Hare’s Fur Glaze
5 ½ x 6 ½ x 6 ½"



HM270 Vase with Yellow Crystalline Glaze
9 ¼ x 5 ½ x 5 ½"

HM271 Vase with Yellow Crystalline Glaze
7 ¼ x 6 ½ x 6 ½"

HM253 Small Vase with Gold Glaze
6 x 4 ¾ x 4 ¾"

HM274 Vase with White Crystalline Glaze
7 ¼ x 6 ½ x 6 ½"
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HM272 Vase with White Crystalline Glaze
14 ¾ x 7 ¾ x 7 ¾"

HM273 Vase with White Crystalline Glaze
12 x 6 ¼ x 6 ¼"
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HM261 Vase with Blue Hare’s Fur Glaze
18 ¼ x 6 x 6"
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HM269 Vase with Yellow Crystalline Glaze
12 ¾ x 5 x 5"



HM258 Covered Jar with White Crackle Glaze
17 x 6 x 6"
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HM254 Vase with Blue Crackle Glaze
12 ½ x 5 ¼ x 5 ¼"
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HM277 Vase with Purple Hare’s Fur Glaze
12 x 6 x 6"

HM262 Vase with Gold Glaze
15 ¾ x 8 ½ x 8 ½"
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HM275 Vase with Storm Blue Crystalline Glaze
7 ¾ x 7 x 7"

HM279 Vase with Blue Hare’s Fur Glaze
7 x 6 ½ x 6 ½"

HM286 Vase with Starry Night Glaze
7 ½ x 6 x 6"

HM288 Vase with Green Crystalline Glaze
7 ¼ x 6 x 6"



HM284 Vase with Black Crystalline and Gold Glazes
8 x 6 x 6"

HM285 Vase with Starry Night Glaze
6 ½ x 6 x 6"

HM289 Vase with Three Glazes
6 ¼ x 6 x 6"

HM291 Vase with Gold Glaze
7 x 6 x 6"
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HM234 Vase with Black Crystalline and Gold Glazes
13 x 8 ¼ x 8 ¼"

HM243 Vase with Gold Glaze
14 x 8 x 8"
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HM281 Small Bowl with Blue Hare’s Fur Glaze
2 x 6 ½ x 6 ½"

HM290 Small Bowl with Gold Glaze
2 x 6 ¼ x 6 ¼"
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HM266 Vase with Seafoam Green Crystalline Glaze
12 x 6 ¾ x 6 ¾"

HM276 Vase with Blue Crystalline Glaze
11 ¾ x 5 ½ x 5 ½"
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HM247 Small Bowl with Gold Glaze
2 ½ x 5 x 5"

HM248 Small Bowl with Black Crystalline and Gold Glazes
2 ¼ x 5 ¾ x 5 ¾"
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HM278 Vase with Blue Hare’s Fur Glaze
13 ¾ x 5 ¾ x 5 ¾"

HM287 Vase with Starry Night Glaze
13 ¼ x 5 x 5"



HM282 Vase with Two Rings in Black Crystalline and Gold Glazes
13 x 5 ¼ x 5 ¼"

HM283 Vase with Black Crystalline and Gold Glazes
13 ½ x 5 ½ x 5 ½"
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HM259 Vase with Green Crystalline Glaze
17 x 7 ¾ x 7 ¾"

HM244 Vase with Blue Hare’s Fur Glaze
10 ½ x 7 ½ x 7 ½"
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ARTIST’S STATEMENT
Seeing Tenmoku glazes that were developed in China

during the Sung Dynasty so inspired me that I knew 

I wanted to become a potter. I chose as my teacher a

Master Potter specializing in Tenmoku. During my 

five year apprenticeship in Japan I developed new 

iridescent Yohen Tenmoku glazes. Yohen literally

means “stars glistening in a night sky” and Tenmoku,

known widely here as a type of high fire black glaze,

also signifies a certain shape of ceremonial tea bowls.

These glazes have a deep and mysterious history

in both the art and philosophy of Japan and China.

During my apprenticeship, I developed over 10,000

test pieces. The fifth year, I discovered the iridescent

glaze on a black background. Since coming to the

States, I have developed over 2,000 additional test

pieces exploring Yohen Tenmoku glaze in harmony with

new clay bodies to further develop its unique potential

as a form of cultural and spiritual communication.
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