CHESS IN THE ART OF SAMUEL BAK




How do we negotiate through these memories of a past
and pretend to know how to respond when confronted
by a most uncertain future. If the past is to be our
teacher, we must ask what have we as humankind
learned? Can we live on earth together in peace? Can
we dream together of a universe where our actions will
produce reconciliation and respect, or will we be
cursed to repeat — on an even grander scale — the trav-
esties of our predecessors?

Bak’s newest works continue his 60 year oeuvre.
The questions remain! The fears abound! And yet his art
becomes even more beautiful. A strange descriptive word
in the midst of the horrors described or anticipated.

As the clouds darken, Bak’s palette brightens, nature is
more inviting, the art strangely uplifting.

We are captured by their questions and their visual
power. We realize that each work of art is a contribu-
tion to our universe and we are grateful for it.

We are privileged to share these works in celebration
of Bak’s 70" year. May his art continue to reflect our
life experiences and stimulate us to work toward a bet-
ter future.

— Bernard H. Pucker

‘Often I share my writings with Brother Thomas. His response to the above eloquently and clearly expands the direction of my thoughts.:

I appreciated your comments on Sam s new work on chess, particularly the line about how Sam’s work may be root-

ed in his personal past but it certainly speaks in the present.

If I may footnote your comment, your “Text"” — That’s what makes it authentic art for me. If it were only a witness to the Holocaust it

would be history in a hundred vears, if it were only a witness to a personal experieiice, it would be biography in a hundred years. But,

it witnesses the human condition so it transcends time and events and will be relevgnt as long as the human condition remains, inhu-

man.
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Various Openings. Oil on Canvas, 18 x 24" BK909

Key Situation, Oil on Canvas, 18 x 24" BK912



Intruder. Oil on Canvas, 24 x 48" BK923

Signals, Oil on Canvas, 18 x 24" BK914



The Designated. Oil on Canvas, 24 x 18"

BK911



Hero, Watercolor, 10'/: x 7" BK904 Packed, Drawing, 12'/:x 9'/." BKS890

Bishop, Knight, Rook, Watercolor, 7'/. x 10" BK89%4




Knowledgeable, Oil on Canvas, 24 x 36"

Transcribed, Watercolor, 14 x 10" BK896




Uplifting, Oil on Canvas, 24 x 36"

BK918



Cavalcade, Oil on Canvas, 24 x 18" BK921

Ready, Watercolor, 11 x 14°/" BK897
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5, Oil on Canvas, 24 x 48

Where the Wind Blow
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BK924
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Opposite page

LEFT COLUMN

Top — King, Drawing, 7'/- x 5'/". BK888

Middle - Pawns G and H, Watercolor, 5'/- x 77", BK901
Bottom — Pawns C and D , Watercolor, 5'/: x 7°/.". BK899

RIGHT COLUMN

Top — Queen, Watercolor, 7'/: x 5'/.", BK886

Middle — Pawns E and F, Watercolor, 5'/: x 77", BK900

Bottom — Pawns A and B, Drawing & Watercolor, 5'/2 x 7°/.", BK898

Across, Watercolor, 10'/: x 14"




Lighthouse, Watercolor, 10"/, x 7'/."

BKS887

Locked, Watercolor, 12'/-x 9'/,"

BK3889



Quite Clear, Oil on Canvas, 18 x 24"
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As Clear as the Day, Oil on Canvas, 18 x 24"

BK920

BK919



Stronghold, Oil on Canvas. 32 x !
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BK926




Unexpecied, Oil on Canvas, 18 x 24"

BK913



Flight, Oil on Canvas. 24 x 18"

BK910
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Luna, Oil on Canvas, 24 x 18"




Roval Flight, Oil on Canvas, 36 x 24"




Roval Couple, Oil on Canvas, 36 x 24" BK916




BK927

Trivmvirate. Oil on Canvas, 36 x 24"
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Other Rules, Oil on Canvas. 24 x 36"

BK917




To The Right, Oil on Canvas, 24 x 12"

BKY06

Messenger, Oil on Canvas, 24 x 12"

BK907




White and Blue, Watercolor, 8°/: x 5'/." BK902 Draped, Watercolor, 11 x 7" BK903
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Boards Meering, Oil on Canvas, 39 x 32"
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Samuel Bak

1933 Born 12 August in Vilna, Poland

1940-44 Under German occupation: ghetto. work-camp, refuge in a monastery

1942 First exhibition of drawings in the ghetto Vilna

1945-48 Displaced Persons camps in Germany; studied painting in Munich

1948 Emigrated to Israel
1952 Studied at the Bezalel Art School. Jerusalem
1953-56 Army service

1956 Received the First Prize of the American-Israeli Cultural Foundation

1956-59 Lived in Paris. Studied at the "Ecole des Beaux-Arts."

1959-93 1959-66 lived in Rome; 1966-74 in Israel; 1974-77 in New York City: 1977-80 in Israel; 1980-84 in Paris:

1984-93 in Switzerland
1993 Moved to Weston, Massachusetts
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Key Position, Watercolor, 9 x 10%/." BKS893 Drowned, Watercolor, 11 x 7'/." BK905

2 August 2003 - 1 September 2003

Opening Reception: 2 August 2003, 3 to 6 PM
The public is invited to attend — The artist will bg__present

L

Pucker Gallery
171 Newbury Street Prsrt. Standard
: : US Postage PAID
Boston, MA 02116
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(617) 267-9473 e
Fax: (617) 424-9759 S

e-mail: contactus @puckergallery.com
www.puckergallery.com

ADDRESS SERVICES REQUESTED.

Gallery Hours: Monday through Saturday 10:00 am to 5:30 pm / Sundays 1:00 to 5:00 pm

Member of the Boston Art Dealers Association. One hour free validated parking is available in the lot on the corner
of Newbury and Dartmouth Streets




