


a letter from
FATHER KENT BOWLDS

...when we are strong in our praise and fellowship together, 
WE CAN BE STRONGER FOR THOSE IN NEED BEYOND OURSELVES.

Dear Parishioners,

One of my favorites, Psalm 127, begins with “Unless the Lord build the house, the 

builders labor in vain,” and it continues to say how we are greatly blessed by God, 

even when we are asleep. Our Lady of Victories Parish has been blessed for over 90 

years to be a part of the Body of Christ — receiving and following Him as we make a 

difference in our community.

From our roots as mission territory, to the first humble frame building that housed 

both church and rectory, to the Court Street location, and finally to our current home, 

like all Catholics we show our faith through many signs and symbols. The most 

important one is the church building itself, which for us is not just a meeting hall, but 

the setting for Jesus Christ, who is truly present in His people, Word, and Eucharist.

We started with the simple need to repair pews and carpet, and it quickly became a 

process of saying, “Wouldn’t it be good if…,” dreaming of ways to make our church not 

just nice but truly beautiful, not just adequate but conducive to even more fellowship 

and activity. This is very ambitious, but I have no doubt that it can be accomplished, 

especially given the recent experience of the parish’s successful addition to the Parish 

Center, which was a tremendous financial undertaking that was finished in less than 

the expected time.

Before and above all else, my prayer is that we be strong disciples of Jesus Christ, 

so I have to believe that this project will help us do this. The renovation of our 

beloved church will enhance our celebration of the Mass, and our proposed addition 

will facilitate more faith-based activities. And when we are strong in our praise and 

fellowship together, we can be stronger for those in need beyond ourselves.

My hope is that those who come after us, many years from now, will say, “We enjoy 

the fruit of their good labors.” We have the privilege of helping build up the Lord’s 

house now, so that our faith will have a proper home for years to come.

In Christ, 

Fr. Kent Bowlds 

Pastor 
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our
CHALLENGE

After prayerful discernment, study, and discussion among various parish councils, it has been decided 

to undertake a parish-wide capital campaign, God’s House, Our Home campaign in order to 

raise the funds necessary to renovate and expand our beloved church.

The renovation will also allow us the following possibilities, with 
the overall goal being to give the church a more holy and beautiful 
atmosphere in which to worship and commune with the Lord:

• adding more seating to the church

•  installing a new pulpit and upgrading sanctuary furnishings

•  replacing & highlighting the Stations of the Cross

• replacing the existing ceiling

•  updating church lighting as well as highlighting the tabernacle, 

crucifix and statues

•  replacing the existing makeshift confessional

•  installing glass entry doors to make the church more inviting

•  installing glass in the baptism area to provide more natural light

•  treating the walls so as to give the church a more bright look

•  creating a special (fire-resistant) devotional area for votive candles

•  upgrading the sound system

•  installing stained glass into the large west window

• reconfiguring the choir area

•  providing a restroom in the priest’s sacristy

Our project will involve both renovation 
and addition. The renovation will address 
our most obvious and pressing needs:

• refinishing the pews
• padding the seats of all of the pews
•  replacing the worn carpet with new flooring
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The addition will address the following:

•  The current bathrooms are too small, outdated, and non-handicap 

accessible. The new bathrooms will be larger, ADA compliant and have 

diaper-changing areas.

•  Our current entry is not conducive to gathering before & after Mass. 

The new foyer will provide more space for fostering fellowship. This 

will also enable us to keep the church more quiet and prayerful.

•  We need additional, nicer meeting space. The addition will give us 

two large multipurpose rooms for adult Bible study, gatherings and 

receptions after Mass, children’s church during Mass (they currently 

have to cross the parking lot, and cannot meet on rainy days), choir 

rehearsal space, wedding-bridal preparation area, etc.

•  One of the multipurpose rooms can be used as a daily Mass chapel, 

eliminating the need to cool and heat the large church. It could also be 

used as a Eucharistic Adoration chapel.

•  The two large multipurpose rooms will have sliding glass walls, so that 

both could be opened up into the foyer, creating a very large area for 

receptions, funeral visitations, etc.

•  Currently for major feast days, such as Christmas & Easter, we have 

to bring over & put out extra chairs, sometimes seating people in the 

entry. With the addition, one or both multipurpose rooms could be 

used for overflow seating (with tv monitors).

•  Our church exterior is not very inviting. The addition will present a 

new, inviting exterior and entry, with glass components to create a 

bright & welcoming atmosphere. The covered drive-through on the 

north side will be upgraded.

The drawings and illustrations shown are in process, not completely 

finalized. Our Renovation Committee will continue to meet with the 

architect, but much depends on the outcome of our Capital Campaign, 

God’s House, Our Home.

Parishioners are saying they are anxious to stop planning and start the 

renovation process. Of course, we will need to be financially responsible. 

At the very minimum, the church will be renovated. If the greater 

challenge of the addition is met with sufficient funding, this will also 

be done. We have the blessing of the large Parish Center, which could be 

used for Masses, if necessary, while construction is taking place. 

Our Feasibility Study showed that $750,000 or more could be raised. If we 

exceed this amount, utilize some of our savings, and show the Diocese 

that we are able, the full project could be realized. Depending on the 

finishes and details, the complete renovation and addition could cost 

$1.5 million.

We are asking all parishioners to be involved; every one of us can play 

a part by praying — especially that we accomplish God’s will in this 

and in all of our parish endeavors. Those who are able and feel called to 

give are asked to make a sacrifice — the gifts will not be equal, but our 

sacrifices can be. Throughout the history of Our Lady of Victories, our 

parishioners have made the necessary sacrifices in all aspects of parish 

life and stewardship to further the mission of Christ. As we continue to 

prosper as a parish community, we are confident that this challenge will 

be met with the same degree of commitment and participation.

Throughout the God’s House, Our Home 

Capital Campaign, Father Kent, the 

Capital Campaign Committee and 

volunteer workers will reach out to 

all members of our community to 

communicate the goals of our parish and 

describe how everyone can get involved. 

Several important events are being held 

in order to give every parish family an 

opportunity to participate. 

1)  Every registered family will be invited 

to attend one of a series of campaign 

receptions that will be scheduled to 

allow our parishioners the opportunity 

to gather as a family and to learn about 

the needs of our parish.

2)  The families that do not attend a 

campaign reception will be able to read 

about our plans through this campaign 

brochure, which will be mailed to their 

homes. These families will also be 

asked to consider all the information 

contained in the brochure and then 

make a prayerful decision about how 

they will support this effort. 

3)  Those who do not respond by 

Commitment Weekend will be 

personally contacted to discuss their 

participation in this important effort. 

During this campaign, we are asking 

everyone who calls Our Lady of Victories 

home to:

1.  Pray for the success of the Campaign;

2.  Be an ambassador for Our Lady of 

Victories by getting involved and 

by enthusiastically sharing this 

information with fellow parishioners 

and encouraging them to get involved;

3.  Make your sacrificial pledge.

Whether you participate by attending a 

campaign reception, responding at Mass 

or by mail, it is your act of involvement 

that will make this campaign a success.

how you can
GET INVOLVED
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CHURCH FLOOR PLAN

CHURCH FLOOR PLAN KEY

1.) Altar

2.) Sacristy

3.) Choir

4.) Congregation

5.) Confessional

6.) Baptistry

7.) Cry Room

8.) Foyer and Entry Halls (1,600 sq. ft.)

9.) Multipurpose Room A + B (800 sq. ft. each)

10.) Men’s Rest Room

11.) Women’s Rest Room

12.) Storage Area

1

4

6

89 9

75

10 11

3

212

12

2
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how to pledge
YOUR SUPPORT
Our Lady of Victories is looking to renovate and expand our beloved church through the efforts of this campaign. 

Every member of our parish community is integral to our success in reaching this goal, and, therefore, each family 

is asked to consider making a pledge to the campaign to the best of their ability.

Each family is asked to consider a pledge of only $17 a week or more over 

four years (or longer, if needed). This is $75 per month for 48 months; 

after a $400 down payment this adds to a total pledge of $4,000.

WE NEED YOUR SPECIAL GENEROSITY 
Everyone is asked to prayerfully consider how their generosity can reflect 

their gratitude for the gifts that God has given them. We know that a 

pledge of $4,000 will be a challenge for some of our parish households, 

therefore, it is vital to the success of our campaign that those who are 

able to make larger pledges do so.

In Deuteronomy 16:10 we are reminded that - 

“the measure of your own free will offering should be in proportion

to the blessing the Lord has bestowed on you”.

Individuals who are financially capable of pledging $10,000, $15,000, $25,000 

or more, are asked to step forward and become leaders of our campaign. Please 

review the Suggested Gift Plans on the following page and choose a plan 

that is right for you and your family.

AS YOU CONSIDER 
YOUR PLEDGE

•  Payments may be made over a period 

of four (4) years. A longer period can be 

arranged if necessary.

•  Pledge payments are in addition to your 

regular weekly offertory contribution. 

Your pledge payments to this campaign 

will be used for the specific parish needs 

outlined in this brochure.

•  Payment reminders and a special 

payment envelope will be mailed to 

you in accordance with the payment 

plan you choose.

•  Pledge payments are fully deductible 

for tax purposes.

•  Please make checks payable to: 

Our Lady of Victories Campaign
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PLEDGES VIA CASH OR CHECK
Simply complete your pledge card by selecting the amount of your pledge and down 

payment (optional, but encouraged). Make sure to select your method of payment, i.e., 

monthly, quarterly, semi-annual or annual payments. Please make checks payable to Our Lady 

of Victories Campaign. You will be mailed payment reminders and a special payment envelope 

in accordance with the payment plan you choose. Once completed, please return your pledge 

card in the weekly collection, bring it by the parish office or return it in the mail.

GIFTS OF STOCK
Donors can use their own broker/agent or parish/diocesan agent to transfer stock. If the 

stock has been held long-term (over one year), the donor does not have to pay capital gains 

tax on the stock, and is allowed a tax deduction for the full value of the stock. Donors 

may also choose to sell stock in order to claim a loss, which may be beneficial for tax 

circumstances. In either case, the stock must first be transferred to the parish before being 

liquidated. Please contact the Church Office for more information.

GIFTS FROM RETIREMENT ACCOUNTS
The IRA Charitable Rollover provision of the 2015 PATH (Protecting Americans from 

Tax Hikes) Act permits individuals age 70.5 or older to contribute up to $100,000 from a 

qualifying retirement account directly to a qualifying charity without recognizing the assets 

transferred to the charity as income. Please contact your financial advisor for additional 

information concerning gifts via retirement accounts.

GIFTS OF PROPERTY, LIFE INSURANCE, 
ANNUITIES, WILLS OR BEQUESTS
There are different ways to support Our Lady of Victories both today and in the years to 

come via planned giving. Families or individuals can make gifts of real estate, personal 

property, automobiles, life insurance, estate bequests, annuities or charitable remainder 

trusts. For substantial gifts of property other than marketable securities, the IRS requires 

an appraisal. Please contact the Campaign Office for more information.

The gift plans in this brochure 

are provided as a suggested 

guideline when considering 

your pledge. This campaign 

will need to receive gifts of all 

shapes and sizes in order to be 

successful. Please review the 

gift plans carefully and select 

one that fits your family’s 

financial situation.

 

All contributions to the 

campaign are fully tax 

deductible for those who 

itemize their taxes. Pledges 

are not legally binding, but 

rather an indication of your 

intention to donate.

If you have any questions 

about the campaign or 

making your pledge, please 

contact the Parish Office, 

662.846.6273.

SUGGESTED GIFT PLANS

Total 10% Down 4 Annual 8 Semi-Annual 16 Quarterly 48 Monthly Weekly
Gift Payment Payments Payments Payments Payments Sacrifice

$250,000 $25,000 $56,250 $28,125 $14,063 $4,688 $1,082

$100,000 $10,000 $22,500 $11,250 $5,625 $1,875 $433

$50,000 $5,000 $11,250 $5,625 $2,813 $938 $216

$25,000 $2,500 $5,625 $2,813 $1,406 $469 $108

$20,000 $2,000 $4,500 $2,250 $1,125 $375 $87

$15,000 $1,500 $3,375 $1,688 $844 $281 $65

$10,000 $1,000 $2,250 $1,125 $563 $188 $43

$8,000 $800 $1,800 $900 $450 $150 $35

$6,000 $600 $1,350 $675 $338 $113 $26

$5,000 $500 $1,125 $563 $281 $94 $22

$4,000 $400 $900 $450 $225 $75 $17

not everyone can make the same size gift,
BUT EVERYONE CAN MAKE THE SAME SIZE SACRIFICE.



our homeGOD'S HOUSE

Lord, we believe that
unless You build the house,
the builders labor in vain.

May all of our works
be inspired by Your wisdom,

and carried out according to Your way,
so as to accomplish Your purpose.

May our church home reflect, even more,
the beauty and power of Your love.

And may Mary, our Lady of Victories,
pray for us, so that we can be, like her,

true disciples of Your Son Jesus,
in whose name we pray.

Amen.

CAMPAIGN PRAYER

Our Lady of  Victories Catholic Church
215 Bishop Road 

Cleveland, Mississippi 38732

662.846.6273

olvcleveland.com

MEMORIALS GIFTS
Memorials for specific items are special ways of honoring the people we love, 

whether they are living or deceased. Our renovated and expanded church will 

be a living memorial where those who help in building it will leave something 

to Our Lady of Victories itself that will be utilized by generations to come. 

This will serve as a lasting tribute to honor the sacrifices our parishioners 

generously made. The good they do is not interred with them, but will remain 

to share in the divine activity of God here on earth.

All contributions to this campaign will be recognized on the God’s House, 

Our Home Memorial, to be displayed prominently in our newly renovated 

church. By choosing a Memorial Gift, you will have the opportunity to make 

your pledge in the memory or honor of a loved one. This Memorial will serve 

as a lasting tribute to honor the sacrifices our parishioners generously made. 

The Memorial will display the name(s) of the person or family who made the 

donation and the name(s) of those they wish to be remembered.

Memorials are reserved on a first-come, first-served basis and will only be 

designated once during the campaign. Please contact the Campaign Office for 

the availability of each memorial opportunity.

THREE FACETS OF PARISH GIVING
Offertory - Your weekly contributions to the general collection support the 

day-to-day operating expenses of the parish, including faith formation, 

Catholic education, liturgy, maintaining our facilities and personnel.

Catholic Services Appeal - Each year, parishioners are asked to support the 

diocese through the Catholic Services Appeal in order to supplement local and 

regional service to thousands of men, women and children who experience 

the grace, mercy and peace of Christ through the many ministries, programs 

and outreach of the Diocese of Jackson. 

God’s House, Our Home Campaign - Your pledge payments to this campaign 

should be in addition to your regular offertory contributions and annual 

appeal contributions. Your campaign pledge is a restricted gift – to be used 

solely for the projects cited in this brochure.

PEOPLE WHO MAKE IT HAPPEN
Many people contribute to the life of our parish and provide vision for our 

future. Our deepest gratitude extends to the members of the Campaign 

Committee, who have given the gifts of their time and talents to make this 

project a success.

And, of course, we could not have been able to reach out to everyone in our 

parish if it weren’t for the help of our gracious and very dedicated volunteers. 

THANK YOU!

FUNDRAISING CONSULTANT

 GUIDANCE IN GIVING, INC.
 Catholic Stewardship, Development & Campaign Consultants

  www.guidanceingiving.com


