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Americans Want Congress to Address
Climate and Affordability – Together 

New polling shows that climate and affordability were top concerns for American voters in the

2022 midterms. The survey of 1000 actual voters was conducted by pollster Frank Luntz on

November 8th and 9th. 

Respondents ranked “the climate situation” as the second most urgent crisis that needs to be

addressed. Although affordability ranked number one, Americans want the two issues addressed

in tandem. Americans view elected officials who focus on one of these challenges while neglecting

the other as out of touch. 

Voters are more likely to support candidates who advocated for “immediate action on climate” by

a 2 to 1 ratio. Among voters under 30, the ratio was 4 to 1. Additionally, Democrats held an 11-point

advantage over Republicans when respondents were asked “which party do you trust more to

address climate change?”

With nearly 80 percent of Americans believing that the “science is settled” on climate, elected

officials have a clear mandate to demonstrate leadership and action on the issue. Support for

renewable and nuclear energy, natural climate solutions, and streamlining regulations is high

among the American people.

ACC President and Founder Benji Backer said: “Americans want lower energy prices and climate

progress. As we enter a period of divided government, elected officials should work across the

aisle to pass common-sense policies that will create a stronger economy and healthier

environment.”

Key Takeaways:
A plurality of respondents said it is
essential we address the climate
challenge while protecting the
economy

Americans want commonsense climate
action, not transformational economic
change to save the planet

Renewable energy has never been
more popular, and support for clean
nuclear energy is on the rise
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Climate Action versus the Economy

Climate Action
First

Which of the following proposals will have the most positive
effect on climate? 

Investing in renewables Expanding nuclear energy,
including next-generation

technologies

What kind of change is most needed in
Washington and in Congress?

Commonsense Transformational
change

Planting trees & restoring
ecosystems to store carbon
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Economy 
First

We Must Do
Both
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