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In the battle against brain cancer, many organizations raise 

essential research funds and provide valuable resources  

and advocacy for patients. The Michael Matters Foundation  

delivers a unique and critical addition to this community:  

providing financial assistance to brain cancer patients to 

help with budgetary challenges their treatment introduces. 

Some brain cancer patients face interrupted income due to 

an inability to work; other patients and their families face new 

incidental costs related to their treatment. Our focus is simple: 

identifying and assisting patients and their families who indicate 

a need for rapid monetary assistance. Our straightforward 

model includes working with Chicago-area hospital partners to 

help identify families with great need, and then rapidly reviewing 

grant applications to distribute funds to them. 

The Michael Matters Foundation marked its fifth year in 2017, 

which saw a period of great growth, including increased  

impact to our beneficiaries and continued mission support 

from our donors.  In 2017 we significantly expanded our 

grant giving, and added a new hospital partner to reach more 

patients. The Michael Matters Foundation is working hard to 

grow and provide many more grants to those in need.  

With your assistance, we can provide critical support at a  

time when it is truly needed, allowing patients and their families 

to prioritize treatment and focus on their time together.  

 

Marisa Schostok Buckley 

President, Michael Matters Foundation

A LETTER FROM 
OUR PRESIDENT
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ABOUT US

The Michael Matters Foundation was founded in honor of a 

wonderful father, husband and man, Michael P. Schostok, who 

succumbed to a Glioblastoma Brain Tumor at a young age.  

While Michael was a patient, we recognized the extraordinary 

amount of financial support a patient’s family could need to 

simply help manage basic costs as they focus on treatment 

and care. The Michael Matters Foundation was launched to 

help these patients and their families. 

The Michael Matters Foundation is a registered 501(c)3 public 

charity. Contributions are tax-deductible to the fullest extent 

permitted by law.

“Michael was my husband and my best friend.  

Michael Schostok had it all; yet, he was 

always humble and had a special way about 

him that made anyone he met feel as though 

they were the most important person in the room. 

We enjoyed a “Fairy Tale” life together and 

brought three beautiful children into this world. 

Our life together was perfect.”

– Mary Schostok
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Our vision is to become the leading provider of incidental financial support to brain cancer patients and  

families receiving care from Chicago-area hospitals and health systems. Already underway with several 

leading health systems, we are working to continuously expand our support to more patients and families, 

collaborating with the physicians, teams and hospitals that help provide their care.

Thank you for the generosity and kindness 
that you’ve shown to our patient Ryan’s  
family – your assistance helped relieve a 
significant financial burden during the most 
difficult time in their lives! 

– Chantal, RN (part of Ryan’s care team)

OUR MISSION
The Michael Matters Foundation exists to help Chicago-area families manage incidental costs while they 

focus on treatment. This support can help with pre-existing needs the patient or family is suddenly  

challenged to meet due to their illness and lost income, or to help offset new costs that may arise in the 

course of treatment such as travel, meals, therapy and adaptive equipment. Our goal is to allow families  

to better focus on their care by easing their financial pressures. 

OUR VISION



Thank you for the $ 2,000 in financial assistance 
from the Michael Matters Foundation. I am so 
grateful for your generosity…This will help pay  
my car loan and allow me to use my savings to  
pay ongoing medical expenses.   

– Karen, Brain Cancer Patient and MMF Grant Recipient
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OUR APPROACH

Among its cruel effects, brain cancer 
frequently causes loss of income as many 
patients become unable to work. 

Receiving treatment can further disrupt patient income  

and ability to meet budgetary needs, or bring about new  

financial challenges, including medical bills and co-pays,  

child or dependent care, or adaptive technology, home  

ramps and mobility aids. 

The Michael Matters Foundation delivers unique support  

in the brain cancer community: providing financial grants  

of up to $2,000 to assist patients and their families during 

treatment and care.

We raise funds through the generous support of our donors, 

individual givers, corporate partners and volunteers. 

• Our hospital partners help identify patients who may 

need assistance. 

• Our brief grant application provides us with necessary 

information to expedite review and decision-making. 

• We work closely with patients and our healthcare 

partners to understand financial needs that our grants 

can facilitate. 

We operate almost exclusively on a volunteer basis, and  

limit administrative costs to essential operational minimums to 

maximize our reach to grant recipients.

To date, more than $230,000 has been distributed 
via Michael Matters grants, supporting over 100 
families as well as research initiatives



2017  INTERIM IMPACT & ACCOUNTABILITY REPORT 8

Paxton, DIPG

Eight-year-old Paxton is currently 

receiving treatment at Ann & Robert H. 

Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago. 

Paxton lives in Portage, Indiana with 

his parents, his twin brother, & his older 

brother. Paxton LOVES My Little Pony, 

Legos, & cars. Paxton was diagnosed 

with DIPG on June 23, 2016 after seeing 

an eye doctor, for what appeared to be 

a lazy eye. After completing radiation 

in August 2016, his tumor had shrunk 

90% & remained stable until April 2017. 

Unfortunately, Paxton’s most recent MRI 

from April revealed progression of the 

tumor. Paxton’s family used the funds 

for increasing medical bills. 

 

RECIPIENTS & 
IMPACT STORIES

Shantell, Stage 4 DIPG

Shantell is a loving, enthusiastic, smart 

and vibrant 5-year-old who LOVES to 

sing and dance. Shantell was diagnosed 

with a stage 4 DIPG on July 16th, 2017 

after exhibiting weakness on her left side. 

Due to the location of the tumor, surgery 

is not an option. However, Shantell is 

fighting this disease with everything 

she’s got and has already started her 

first week of chemo and radiation at Ann 

& Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital of 

Chicago. The family used the funds to 

assist with medical bills.

Pepe, DNET

An honor roll student who loves school 

and his family, Pepe was 17 when he 

was diagnosed with a DNET brain 

tumor in December 2016. Treating at 

Driscoll Children’s Hospital in Texas, he 

has endured brain surgery and has been 

receiving chemotherapy ever since. Pepe 

and his mother travel 150 miles to the 

hospital, each way, for him to receive his 

chemotherapy and blood transfusions. 

The time in the car traveling has  

required Pepe’s mother to stop working. 

The funds were requested to help with 

transportation costs and the mortgage 

payment.  
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Ewen, Pilocytic Astrocytoma 

Ewen, a huge Lego® fan, was diagnosed 

with a pilocytic astrocytoma at the young 

age of 18-months-old. Since then, he 

has had many years of chemo, radiation 

and surgeries. Unfortunately, the cancer 

has spread to his spine. Ewen continues 

to amaze his family and doctors with 

his unwavering strength and constant 

smiles. The grant money has helped 

Ewen’s family with household costs and 

outstanding bills.

RECIPIENTS & 
IMPACT STORIES

Anadel, Glioblastoma 

Anadel is a 16-year-old girl who was 

diagnosed with a Glioblastoma brain 

tumor at just 12-years-old. Anadel loves 

hanging out with her family, reading, and 

going to school. She especially likes 

science class and learning about new 

discoveries. When she grows up, Anadel 

wants to help children who are sick. 

Due to side the effects of her chemo, 

Anadel requires extensive dental work. 

The family requested the funds to help 

with those dental procedures.

Rashawn, Ganglioglioma

Rashawn is a 20-year-old young man 

with a recurrent Ganglioglioma brain 

tumor. He is currently treating at North-

western Medicine’s Chicago Proton 

Center. His mother was forced to take 

time away from work to care for him. 

Rashawn requested the Michael Matters 

grant to assist his family with their rent. 



2017  INTERIM IMPACT & ACCOUNTABILITY REPORT 10

OUR PARTNERS

The Michael Matters Foundations partners with leading hospitals 

to help identify patients who can use grant support. These 

grants are designed to help patients maintain their quality of 

life during their treatment. To date, more than $230,000 has 

been distributed via Michael Matters grants, supporting over 

100 families and brain cancer research initiatives. 

We will continue to partner with 
leading area health systems to 
lend critical financial support to 
patients in need. 



On behalf of my wife Julie and children Alexa and Nico, I once again 
extend my sincere appreciation for the generosity shown to us… 
my sincerest thanks again to you and your foundation for helping my  
extremely stressed and taxed family, and I sincerely hope our paths 
cross again. 

– Carmen, Brain Cancer Patient and MMF Grant Recipient
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First Fundraiser to break 
$100,000 – New Year, Same 
Wish 2017 raised $103,000!   

February 3, 2017

KEY 
MILESTONES

Michael’s GBM diagnosis

April 11, 2011

Michael’s death

July 16, 2012

First Michael Matters  
Foundation Fundraiser –  
Stadium Walk  

March 5, 2013Michael Matters 
Foundation created  

April 13, 2013

NorthShore University 
HealthSystems partnership 
added  

2014Northwestern Medicine Chicago 
Proton Center at Central DuPage 

Hospital partnership added  

2015

First direct individual grant given  

2015

Advocate Lutheran General 
Hospital partnership added  

2016
Ann & Robert H. Lurie 
Children’s Hospital of Chicago 
partnership added   

2016

University of Illinois (Chicago) 
Hospital partnership added   

2017

UPCOMING – 4th Annual 
NYSW Fundraiser   

February 2, 2018

100th Michael Matters 
Foundation grant recipient!   

August 2017
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Research Grants $ 25,000

Grant Distributions $ 87,500

New Year, Same Wish $ 10,655

Total Expenses $ 132,424

Other Donations $ 10,500

New Year, Same Wish $ 99,168

Miscellaneous Income $ 9

Total Income $ 109,677

OUR FINANCIALS
Program Year 2017 (Data from January 1, 2017 – September 30, 2017)

Brain Tumor Research Partner Distribution $ 25,000

Grant & Research Distributions $ 112,500

Direct Individual Grants $ 87,500*

*47 individual grants; 8 grants arranged through partners

Income & Expenses

Grant & Research Distributions

Other Expenses $ 9,269
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SUPPORTING  
MICHAEL MATTERS

The Michael Matters Foundation needs your support to fulfill our 

mission, and there are many ways to help.

Giving – 

Your financial gifts, whether one time or ongoing, directly 
and immediately support our grant giving. A legacy or estate 
gift can provide sustained support for our mission for many 
years. Contact us to arrange your financial support.

Fundraising – 

The Michael Matters Foundation assists those supporters  
who wish to raise funds on our behalf. Contact us to discuss 
the kinds of activities and events we can help you to create.

Volunteering – 

The Michael Matters Foundation needs a variety of volunteers, 
supporting our fundraising events, our gift solicitations, our 
activities and helping to spread awareness and build support 
for our mission. We also benefit from the gift of your time and 
professional skills. Contact us to discuss volunteering.
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OUR FOLLOWERS  
& SUPPORTERS

The New Year, Same Wish event is our largest annual event. 

Our 2017 event, through the generous gifts of its supporters 

including more than 400 attendees, raised over $103,000.  

Our corporate sponsors are gratefully acknowledged here.

H O S T  S P O N S O R S

V A L E T  S P O N S O R S

R A F F L E  S P O N S O R S

F O O D  &  B E V E R A G E  S P O N S O R S

E N T E R TA I N M E N T  S P O N S O R S
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OUR FOLLOWERS  
& SUPPORTERS

2017 New Year, Same Wish 
February 3, 2017
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OUR FOLLOWERS  
& SUPPORTERS
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OUR FOLLOWERS  
& SUPPORTERS

Our followers are our leaders, supporting the important work 

of The Michael Matters Foundation. Together, they support our 

beneficiaries with their generous support, generate awareness 

and help grow our community.

facebook.com / MichaelMattersFoundation
• 690 followers as of August 15, 2017 
• Average of 3,000 page views per month

Visit us at Google+ and Twitter, too!

https://plus.google.com / 112750056291672570019

@Michael_Matters
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OUR BOARD  
OF DIRECTORS

Marisa C. Buckley, President –  
Associate, Dudley & Lake LLC

Matthew L. Williams, ESQ,  
Vice President – Partner,  
Salvi, Schostok & Pritchard

Richard Kolb, Treasurer –  
Managing Partner, Inspirion Wealth  
Advisors, LLC

Jackie Bange, Secretary –  
Journalist, Reporter and Weekend  
Anchor, WGN News at Nine

Thomas H. Saye Jr. (TJ) –  
Chief Operating Officer, Salvi, Schostok  
& Pritchard; Founding Member, Past  
President and Treasurer, The Michael  
Matter Foundation

Vivian Afrik, M.E. –  
Community Volunteer

Louis C. Cairo, ESQ –  
Managing Partner, Goldberg  
Weisman Cairo

Mike Tancredi, JD –  
Marketing Communications and  
Not-for-Profit Professional

William E. Krauss, MD –  
Attending Neurological Surgeon, Mayo 
Clinic in Rochester (MN) and Professor in 
Neurological Surgery, Mayo Clinic School 
of Medicine

Ryan Thomas Merrell, MD –  
Attending Neurological Surgeon,  
Evanston (IL) Hospital and clinical Assistant 
Professor, University of Chicago Pritzker 
School of Medicine

Justice Mary S. Schostok –  
Appellate Court Judge, 2nd District  
Appellate Court

Officers & Executive Board Members

Non-Officer Directors
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OUR VOLUNTEERS  
& AUXILIARY BOARD

The Michael Matters Foundation hosts its primary fundraising 

event, New Year, Same Wish, and a variety of other activities 

with the invaluable assistance of many volunteers, coordinated 

by our volunteer Auxiliary Board. These volunteers have our 

gratitude, and that of the patients and families we support. 

• Nancy Abel

• Stacey Hoover

• Gabby Santana 

• Kate Schostok

• Sheila Schostok

• Julie Scott

• Martha Valencia

Auxiliary Board Members 



Michael Matters Foundation
900 Technology Way, Suite 130
Libertyville, IL 60048

(847) 894-8623
www.michaelmatters.org 


