
Climate Change and Environment

Environmental protection is the reason I first got involved in local government. As an 
ecologist (a biologist who studies nature), I am passionate about protecting the world 
around us. So many threats face Maryland’s environment, including climate change, 
degradation of the Chesapeake Bay, loss of forests, and air and water pollution that 
disproportionately affect disadvantaged communities. Maryland has an opportunity to 
lead the nation in addressing these issues.

Climate Change

Climate change is the most pressing environmental issue we’re facing. Without action to 
mitigate and adapt to the impacts of climate change, all other environmental goals will 
be much more difficult to achieve. As a scientist and local elected official, I’m gravely 
concerned about the future of my community without government action on climate 
change. Faced with reckless climate change denialism by federal officials, states 
around the country need to step up to ensure that we protect human health and the 
environment for future generations.

• Maryland should adopt a new statewide renewable energy target of 50% by the year 
2030. The current goal is 25% by 2020, but that’s only two years away. We need to 
set a longer term goal, like other states have done, so that there is sufficient time to 
develop and implement a plan to achieve the goal. The City of Rockville recently 
passed a resolution I sponsored that calls for the state to act.

• Provide green transportation by fully funding public transit, building networks of 
protected bike lanes, and encouraging walkable development.

• End coal plant production by 2035. The state of Oregon has already enacted such 
legislation, while Maryland still has seven coal power plants. Such an effort would 
need to include retraining for affected workers for clean energy jobs.

• Study the feasibility of adopting a statewide carbon tax on fossil fuels. The tax would 
be paid by fossil fuel suppliers and impacts to low-income households could be 
negated by the tax revenue generated.
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Chesapeake Bay and Water Protection

• Ensure prompt action on stormwater runoff, which negatively impacts the health of the 
Chesapeake Bay. Unfortunately, the state has been slow to permit local stormwater 
management plans, which has hampered bay restoration efforts.

• Reduce the use of pesticides and artificial fertilizer, which threaten human health and 
biodiversity. Maryland can begin by halting pesticide use on state government 
property.

• Work with other states and the federal government, as much as possible, on 
comprehensive measures to prevent runoff and restore the health of the Chesapeake 
Bay.

• Ensure that oil drilling doesn’t occur off the coast of Maryland, as the Trump 
Administration has proposed.

Other Issues

• Pass a statewide ban on polystyrene, which is toxic to humans and does not 
biodegrade.

• Work to bring large-scale composting facilities to Maryland so that more communities 
and businesses have options for composting.

About Julie

Julie has a Master’s degree in biology and served two terms on the Rockville 
Environment Commission and chaired the Watersheds Committee before being elected 
to the Rockville City Council in 2013. She championed Rockville’s resolution for a 
statewide ban on fracking and helped get Rockville certified as a sustainable city—the 
second municipality in Maryland to earn this distinction. She is endorsed by the 
Maryland Sierra Club.
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