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TO ALL MY FRIENDS AT CANTERBURY,

My parents moved to Birmingham in 1960 looking for a 
good school system. They were told that Mountain Brook 
was the place, and soon they also found a very inviting 
group of people at Canterbury Methodist Church who 
quickly became their best friends.

Canterbury is where I was born and raised, and as I am 
now in my 50s, I have more reasons to be thankful for 
it than ever before. My mom, Lois Caldwell, explained 
our church as a beautiful tapestry of interwoven people 
and relationships. We pray together, we learn about God 
and the Bible together, and we care about each other 
in a spiritual sense. When we know that when we are 
baptized and confirmed, everyone commits to loving and 
caring for us, it is extraordinary. We can enter the doors 
of our beautiful, ordained house of God and know that 
we are loved by everyone, so much so that it brings the 
kingdom of God a little closer. That is powerful!

I am grateful for our church. Most importantly, it is made 
up of the people in it: those who attend and those who 
work in it, those who have been before us and those who 
will come behind us. So many followers of Christ have 
invested in Canterbury over the years to make it what it is 
today. That is a huge blessing to us and to those we are 
able to serve.

On this, our 150th anniversary, we gather to celebrate 
our glorious gift, to honor those who have gone before 
us, and to set our sights on what the Lord has in store  
for this church in the future. 

Gratefully,

DR. KEVIN J. ALEXANDER
CHURCH COUNCIL CO-LEADER
150th Anniversary Celebration Team Leader

DEAR FRIENDS,

The Bible is a history of God’s faithfulness in the past 
and in the present. It also points to the promise of God’s 
faithfulness in the future. 

In this, our 150th year as a worshiping congregation, we 
can look to our own past to see the remarkable things 
God has done for all those who have gone before us. We 
can also see how, through Canterbury, God continues to 
be at work in our lives, whether we’ve been a part of this 
church for the past 50 years, ten years, or two years. 

God also promises a future filled with the same hope that 
was felt by our forebears. In Jeremiah 29:11 it says: 
“‘For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, 
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 
you hope and a future.’” 

As God was faithful in the past, we can count on God’s 
faithfulness for the future. In other words, the best is yet to 
come! It’s great to be on this journey with you, and I look 
forward to what lies ahead.

REV. DALE R. COHEN 
SENIOR PASTOR
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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15
HOMECOMING SUNDAY

8:15-10:00 a.m.
Celebration Breakfast (in Canterbury Hall)

10:30 a.m.
All-Together Worship (in the Sanctuary)

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22
A CELEBRATION OF CHILDREN AND YOUTH

10:30 a.m.
All-Together Worship (Canterbury Center)

150TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

Past and Present Canterbury Clergy 
Participating in Our Service

Rev. Charles Alexander  1969-1976 
Rev. Dixon Mitchell  1976-2015 
Rev. Dr. Rick Owen  1995-2000 
Rev. Sam Williamson  1995-Present  
Rev. Dr. Charles Gattis  1997-2003 
Rev. Dr. Bill Morgan  2003-2015 
Rev. Warren Nash  2003-Present  
Rev. Dr. Oliver Clark  2004-2016 

Rev. Mikah Hudson  2005-2010 
Rev. Sheryl Thornton  2006-Present  
Rev. Debra Welsh  2006-2008 
Rev. Julie Holly   2013-2015 
Rev. Dale Cohen  2015-Present  
Bishop Mike Watson  2015-Present  
Rev. Tori Hastings  2016-Present 



SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15
HOMECOMING SUNDAY
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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22
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When the first vestiges of what is today’s 
Canterbury began, the area bordered by 
Shades Mountain on the south and Red 
Mountain on the north, and running from 
Edgewood to Irondale, was still so wild as  
to be referred to as “The Shades of Death.” 
Fortunately, as time passed and growth occurred, the area 
became known as Shades Valley. The area was largely a 
forest, roamed by wild animals and inhabited by just a few 
hardy souls who would be, other than Native Americans, 
the first residents of what we now call Homewood, Mountain 
Brook, Irondale, and Vestavia.
     

How did our church come from this early existence to a 
large, refined, and much-admired campus on Overbrook 
Road? Here’s a quick synopsis, based on the diligent 
research and writing of longtime Canterbury member Marilyn 
(Madge) Davis Jackson. She gathered extensive information 
on Canterbury’s history into one of her two dozen books 
on historical aspects of Alabama. From a Brush Arbor...
Canterbury United Methodist Church’s 135-Year History of 
Service to God is a fascinating account of our church’s life 
from its beginning through 2002.   

Come along on a look back at Canterbury’s first 150 years…

 Alabama becomes a state.
1819

1844-45

1867 1874

1871

1890

The majority of the state 
falls into the Methodist 
Church’s newly created  
Alabama Conference.

The Civil War 
intervenes in all 
walks of life, including 
church growth.

The city of Birmingham 
is founded.

A fire destroys the 
church’s small building 
and all its records. 
By late in the year, a 
similar building is built 
to replace the church 
and members help 
rebuild a sense of 
the records for future 
generations.

The Conference divides over 
the issue of slavery, forming the 
Methodist Episcopal Conference 
and the Methodist Episcopal 
Conference, South. 

In the aftermath of war, a number of 
families move into Shades Valley to 
help re-establish the Cahaba Iron 
Works, which was destroyed by 
Northern troops in 1865. Methodism 
is growing in the area and families 
both old and new form the Irondale 
Methodist Episcopal Church. They 
typically meet in homes, or in 
“brush arbors” erected to shade the 
services from the sun.

The first meeting of the 
Alabama Conference of 
the Methodist Episcopal 
Church meets in the new 
Birmingham District. 
Soon a decision is made 
to construct a church 
building for Irondale 
Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Mr. Pleasant 
Watkins donates land for 
that purpose on what is 
now Hollywood Boulevard. 
By the end of the year, a 
small cabin is completed 
on the site, just west of 
today’s Mountain Brook 
Village. Due to the new 
location, the membership 
votes to change the name 
from Irondale Methodist 
Episcopal Church to Union 
Hill Methodist Episcopal 
Church. While Methodist in 
origin, the church serves 
the community in a variety 
of ways, including services 
of other denominations, 
hence the choice of the 
name “Union.”

1832 1861 

T H E  H I S T O RY  O F  C A N T E R B U RY  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H
 n
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From Two Churches with Many Names: 

One Congregation



1912

1911
Meanwhile, across 
town… On the 3rd 

Sunday in August, a 
tent is erected on the 

site of the present-
day Mountain Brook 

City Hall, and the 
Waits brothers, who 

had grown up in 
Union Hill Methodist, 

sponsor a several 
weeks-long revival. At 

least 50 conversions 
take place during 

the revival and from 
these, the Crestline 
Heights Community 

Church is created 
as a Sunday 

School to serve 
the people living in 

that then isolated 
rural community of 
Crestline Heights.

Following the revival, 
Brother Jimmy Hanes of 
the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South comes 
to preach, connecting 
Crestline Heights 
Community Church with 
that denomination and 
laying the groundwork 
for the church to be 
renamed Crestline Heights 
Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South. They also 
begin construction on a 
new church building (the 
now Steeple Arts building), 
located on two gifted lots  
on Church Street.

1928
The Union Hill Methodist 
Episcopal Church building 
is completely renovated 
and expanded due to the 
continued growth in the 
area. They also change 
their name to Canterbury 
Methodist Episcopal 
Church, the name 
borrowed from the English 
Tudor influence of new 
homes and businesses 
being built in the area.1898-1901

Growth spurs the 
congregation to plan and 
build a larger church building; 
by 1901 the old building 
becomes a full-time school. 

1929
Real estate developer 
Robert Jemison, Jr. 
develops the Mountain 
Brook Estates community 
along the ridges known 
as Red Mountain and 
Shades Mountain.

1930  

Plans are drawn for an 
expansive new church 
building of a Gothic 
design on Canterbury 
Methodist Episcopal 
Church’s current site, 
but the Depression 
intervenes and it is 
never built.
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1942  

The city of Mountain 
Brook is incorporated.

1939  

The three major 
branches of Methodism 
unite under the 
simplified name “The 
Methodist Church.”
 

1941-42 

In anticipation of 
Canterbury Methodist 
Episcopal Church’s 
growing membership, a 
Sunday School building 
is built and the weather-
beaten little church 
undergoes a renovation 
and enlargement.



1948
Two Become One: Canterbury Methodist 
Episcopal Church and Mountain Brook Methodist 
Church both realize they are in need of new 
facilities. Committees form, and instead, a merger 
is planned to form the Canterbury-Mountain 
Brook Methodist Church. A 20-acre site on 
Overbrook Road, formerly part of the Bearden 
Dairy farm, is purchased for the combined church. 
Plans are drawn to construct a facility consisting 
of a short-term sanctuary (the current Canterbury 
Hall), offices, and an education building.  

T H E  H I S T O RY  O F  C A N T E R B U RY  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H

From Two Churches with Many Names: One Congregation

1943
On September 6, Crestline 
Heights Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South changes its 
name to Mountain Brook 
Methodist Church.
 

1951
The official groundbreaking is held for 
the new church, and the first service is 
held there in October 1952.
 

1956
In a November vote, 
the church’s name 
is changed to simply 
Canterbury Methodist 
Church; the new name is 
first used in the church 
bulletin in January 1957.
 

1960 
With debt on the 
initial building 
retired, plans 
and fundraising 
for a new 
Sanctuary 
begin. Within 
two weeks of 
starting the 
fund drive, over 
$900,000 is 
pledged and 
the project gets 
underway.

 n
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From Two Churches with Many Names: One Congregation

1976-77 
The Chapel  

is planned and 
constructed.
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1962 
The formal 
opening of the 
new Sanctuary 
occurs on 
September 9.

1968 
On April 24, The 

Evangelical United 
Brethren and 

The Methodist 
Church unite to 

create The United 
Methodist Church. 

Canterbury 
changes its name 

to Canterbury 
United Methodist 
Church to reflect. 

1981 
The Children’s 
Center opens 
on May 24, 
housing the Child 
Development 
Center during 
the week and 
the nursery and 
Sunday School 
classes on 
Sunday mornings. 

1991 
The Canterbury 
Methodist Foundation 
is established.

1993 
Martha’s Garden  
is dedicated on  
April 18 in memory 
of Martha Reese, a 
long-time and much-
beloved member  
of Canterbury. 

2001 
The Long-Range 
Planning Committee 
develops a master 
plan for future growth.

2003-07 
Numerous renovations 
occur across campus, 
including doubling the 
size of the Children’s 
Building, completely 

renovating Canterbury Hall, 
constructing the Canterbury 

Commons area to tie 
together and connect the 
three separate buildings, 

and building a parking deck.

2017
Canterbury United 
Methodist Church 
celebrates its 
Sesquicentennial! 

2012 
Canterbury celebrates 

the payoff of all building 
debt with a special Note 

Burning ceremony.

2007-08 
Canterbury Center 
is designed and 
completed, allowing 
simultaneous worship 
services in two venues, 
as well as various 
community and 
performance events.



How Canterbury 
Got its Name

Did You Know?
 n
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In 1928, the members of 
the Union Hill Methodist 
Episcopal Church heard 
about developer Robert 
Jemison’s plans to create a 
new community in the Shades 
Valley area. His plan was to 
make the new area distinctive 
with an English look and feel, 
designing the commercial 
buildings in the community’s 
three villages with English Tudor 
architecture. Some of the early 
residences were also being built 
with English influence.
     
Realizing that Jemison’s plan 
would bring hundreds of new 
families into the area and 
that these families would be 
excellent prospects for church 
membership, Union Hill’s 
members decided to change 
their name to get on board with 
the English theme. They chose 
the name of the great cathedral 
of the Church of England…
Canterbury. And so, Canterbury 
became not only the new 
name of Canterbury Methodist 
Episcopal Church, but also 
found its way into street names 
and other commercial references 
in the young city, which came to 
be known as Mountain Brook.
     



The Story of the  
Canterbury Cross

Did You Know?
 n
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     In the ancient Christian 
church, there were five  

or six great centers  
of Christian believers.  

One of the first was in 
Jerusalem, and its community 

had a distinctive cross...
now called the Jerusalem 

Cross. Other great Christian 
capitals included Antioch, 

Alexandria, Constantinople, 
and Rome...each with their 

own distinctive crosses used 
as symbols. The Christian 

believers in England, as part 
of the Roman Empire, also 

gathered under a distinctive 
cross...the Canterbury Cross.

     
The Canterbury Cross already 
has a home in the architecture 

of Canterbury United Methodist 
Church as the vibrant background 

of the stained glass window in 
Canterbury Center (top image). 
Now, in honor of its 150 years, 

Canterbury reaches back 1,200 
years to also bring forward that 
ancient Christian symbol to be 

part of its new logo (bottom 
image). This ancient symbol, in 

its new form, represents the rich 
history and roots of Canterbury’s 

past, which serves as today’s 
foundation for Canterbury’s bright 

future that lies ahead.



Even at a glance you can see  
that Canterbury’s sanctuary 
contains a lot of brick and mortar.  
There’s also stone, lumber, glass, 
and more, all artfully blended into a beautiful, 
spiritual home for worship. But equal works 
of craftsmanship are two 1960s brochures 
that captured the beginning and the 
end—the Alpha and Omega—of this 
monumental building project.

The first, the Canterbury tale 
1867-1962, introduces this tale as 
“Unlike Chaucer’s famed Canterbury 
Tales…which numbered twenty-
four…this is ONE story. A story of 
faith and vision…of courage and 
determination,” and reveals the 
content will not only include a short 
history of the church, but also a more 
intentional message: “…how you can bring ‘The Canterbury 
Tale’ to a successful climax in the near future.”

The historical outline assesses the many activities the church 
facility supported at the time, virtually all of which still apply 
today—children’s and youth activities, scouting, MYF, adult 
Sunday School (at the time seven classes!), and both women’s 
and men’s study and service. But, it notes that because 
construction of the educational building and temporary 
sanctuary (Canterbury Hall) occurred a decade earlier, 
these activities’ needs “…were most adequately housed,” 
but “…accommodations for our spiritual needs are most 
INADEQUATE. The proper place for worship is in a Sanctuary. 
Our goal now is to build that Sanctuary for our Church….”

Along with an inspiring artist’s rendering, a full description 
outlining the amenities for the proposed building, and a 
thorough outline of the finances needed for the estimated 

$900,000 project, the presentation 
also includes encouraging words 
from Oliver W. Clark, Chair of the 
Canvass Fund and Milton Yeilding, 
Chair of the Building Committee, 
concluding with this passage from 
a poem by Edgar A. Guest:  
“Across the valley of despair,   
Men still must build God’s House of Prayer.  
   God sends no churches from the skies. 
   Out of our hearts they must arise.”

And arise it did, the results of which 
are delivered within the second 
brochure on the occasion of the 

first worship service in the new 
Sanctuary on September 9, 
1962. Introduced by Senior 
Minister Allen Montgomery, 

this booklet not only outlines 
the Order of Worship for this 
first service, but also provides 
highlights of the building, which 

was constructed by Rives 
Construction and designed 
by architect Fred Renneker, Jr. 
Brick from Kentucky, marble 

steps from Georgia, flooring of 
Alabama marble and Vermont slate, the 
impressive stained-glass window made 
in Philadelphia, and our massive organ 

from Ohio are among so many resources brought together to 
house the needs of the church and to celebrate God.
     
Closing the keepsake booklet is this message, which surely 
applies just as much in this, our 150th year, as it did in 1962:
“…We are now ready to promote a more fervent and worthy 
program of worship and service in Christ’s name. We have 
built the physical church. Let us march on to build the spiritual 
church in the hearts of our people—one that will reach to all the 
ends of the earth and with all the glad tidings of Christ’s love.”

Quite a Canterbury Tale! And quite an inspiration for the future!

b y   B I L L  M C D O U G A L D  

 
Canterbury’s 

Sanctuary

The Building of
 n
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Photos from top to bottom: the 1961 groundbreaking for the new sanctuary 
(pictured from left to right are: Fred Renneker, Jr., architect; Mrs. Milton Yeilding, 
president of the Women’s Society of Christian Service; Oliver W. Clark, building 
finance committee chairman; Milton Yeilding, building committee chairman; Max 
Nabors, church building superintendent; Bishop Clare Purcell; Harry M. Burns, board 
chairman; J.V. Rives, Jr., contractor; Associate Minister Rev. Robert E. Lee; and 
Minister Dr. Allen D. Montgomery); Canterbury’s newly-completed Sanctuary building 
in September 1962; two church brochures produced to document the campaign and 
construction of the new Sanctuary.



By 2001, Canterbury was once 
again experiencing some growing 
pains—a new contemporary 
worship service had begun 
meeting in Canterbury Hall, the 
almost 40-year-old sanctuary was 
showing its age, and both the 
children and adult learning spaces 
were busting at the seams. Under 
the direction of then Senior Minister 
Rev. Dr. Charles Gattis, a long-range planning process began 
to address the issues and opportunities facing the church 
at that time. “Out of that process we knew we needed to do 
something about our facilities and inadequate space,” says 
Canterbury member Jeff Stone. “We put together a building 
team, that I was honored to chair, to look at both capital repairs 
and improvements, and a master plan for the entire campus.

The team spent the next year listening to the congregation 
and its leaders to try to understand where the church 
thought Canterbury needed to go. Eight major priorities 
emerged, including repairing the sanctuary; adding parking to 
accommodate growing attendance; taking care of the children, 
both on Sunday mornings and during the week through our 
Child Development Center; and providing a new venue to 
house Contemporary Worship. “We also knew that with now 
having two different worship services occurring at the same 
time, we needed to create some type of commons area where 
the whole congregation could mix and mingle,” says Jeff.

From this list of priorities launched the long process of 
designing and revising, and prioritizing and budgeting before, 
finally, four major fundraising and building phases began…  

PHASE ONE
The Renovation of the Sanctuary, 2002-2003

PHASE TWO
Building Lives campaign, 2003-2006

Progress during these three years included the building of the 

parking deck, a children’s building 
addition and playground, and the 
new commons area, along with 
renovations to Canterbury Hall, the 
kitchen area, and the youth center. 

PHASE THREE
Changing Lives campaign,  

2006-2009
Up next was the new contemporary 
worship venue, later named 
Canterbury Center, providing the 
church a space that would not only 
host Sunday morning worship, but 
could also welcome conferences, 
movie screenings, speakers,  
drama productions, and other 
community events.
  

PHASE FOUR
Faithfully Finishing, Faithfully Forward campaign, 

2009-2012
With all construction complete, then Senior Minister Dr. Bill 
Morgan led the church through this last three-year phase 
to raise the final dollars needed to cover the costs of this 
extensive building project. And raise we did…

By mid-2012, just a decade after that first campaign began, 
every last nail was in and every last dollar of the 26 million 
dollar budget was collected and paid. As they had previously 
done in 1945 with the Hollywood Ave. church building, 
through organization by its leaders and generosity of the 
membership, Canterbury had once again been able to retire 
a mortgage early, and on September 30th, the congregation 
celebrated with a joyous Note Burning Ceremony. Much more 
than just a note burning, the event was promoted as a time 
“…to rejoice in worship and to celebrate the new freedom we 
have, now more than ever….”

“It’s not coincidental that our major campaign names were 
Building Lives and Changing Lives,” says Jeff. “Sure, this is 
bricks and mortar, and sure, we were growing and needed 
space, but we weren’t doing it just to create space, we were 
creating places of worship, Christian education, and fellowship.”  

 
Our 

Campus

The Growing of
 n
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Photos from top to bottom: construction of Canterbury Center in 2008; artist’s 
rendering of the entire proposed building project; Building Team Chairman Jeff Stone 
burning the mortgage with Rev. Warren Nash and Rev. Drew Clayton at Canterbury’s 
Note Burning Ceremony on September 30, 2012. 



Our Canterbury Stories
 n
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My family moved to Mountain Brook when I was seven, and 
except for college and a couple of years when my husband 
and I lived in Atlanta, Canterbury has been my church home 
ever since. I can’t say enough about what the church has done 
for me: I received my 3rd grade Bible here; was very involved in 
MYF and its mission trips to Oklahoma; my husband Jack and 
I were married in the sanctuary; all three of our children—Jay, 
Cole, and Adelaide—have been baptized here; and Jack and 
I have spaces in the columbarium, so we plan to conclude our 
earthly lives here. They say the church ministers from birth to 
death, and I really believe so.
    
Over the years, I’ve enjoyed being one small part of the mission 
of this special church by serving on many committees and teams 
such as Beeson and Outreach, and now serving as Church 

Council Leader, but I’m probably most proud of my designation 
as one of “Leon’s kids.” A lot of the really good things about me 
are because of Leon Precise and my time in Canterbury’s MYF. 
He expected a lot of us and gave us back just as much. Through 
the opportunities he gave us to succeed and to fail, I grew in 
confidence and realized I could be a leader.

Canterbury is extremely important to our family, as my father, Bill 
McDonald is still a member, along with my sister, Susan Davis 
and her family, and my brothers, Bill McDonald and his family, 
and Sterling McDonald. Spiritually and socially, Canterbury truly 
is at the center of our world.

My Canterbury Story
b y  E L I Z A B E T H  D U N N

Photos, clockwise from top left: Elizabeth with Leon Precise in the late 1970s; Elizabeth’s 
whole family—all Canterbury members—in 2014; Elizabeth and Jack’s 1988 wedding in the 
Canterbury sanctuary; Canterbury MYF’s mission trip in the late 1970s.



Our Canterbury Stories
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My family has been on the campus of Canterbury’s 
current location from the time the doors opened in 1952. 
My grandparents came to Canterbury then from another 
local Methodist church, McCoy Methodist; my father followed 
when he got out of school in the mid-1950s; and then I was 
born shortly after that. Sally and my three children—Catie, 
Edward, and Charles—also grew up here, so at this juncture, 
we’re a four-generation Canterbury family.

This church has been my spiritual home at every stage of 
my life—as a child, youth, young adult, married adult, adult 
raising children, and adult taking care of parents. From the 
children’s and youth programs to outreach ministries and, 
now, Encore, every ministry and program that Canterbury has 
developed has touched either my life or the life of someone 
else in my family. It’s given us a spiritual guidepost to help 

us navigate through the ups and downs of life. In terms of 
what has been the most significant engagement for me 
personally—I would point to two areas: the youth program 
while it was growing in the 1970s, and more recently, 
Outreach Ministries and Avondale Samaritan Place. 

We all come into the stream of a church’s life having, if we’re 
lucky, come in on the shoulders of others before us, and I 
certainly have been fortunate in that regard. Not only from the 
forebears within my family, but also from the leaders of the 
church and many other families. It is our responsibility to be 
the shoulders for those who come on after us.

My Canterbury Story
b y  R A L P H  Y E I L D I N G

Our Canterbury Stories
 n

Photos, clockwise from top left: Ralph’s baptism in Canterbury Hall on Easter, 
1958; siblings Ralph, Newman, and Katy in front of the doors of Canterbury Hall in 
1962; Canterbury MYF’s mission trip to Vian, Oklahoma in 1973; MYF’s trip to Berry, 
Alabama in 1972; Ralph and Sally; Ralph.
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Our Canterbury Stories
 n

My mother and dad moved into Mountain Brook shortly after 
I was born in the fall of 1939 and joined Crestline Heights 
Methodist Church shortly thereafter. So my family was 
here when the two churches, Canterbury and Mountain Brook 
Methodist, merged in 1948.

Canterbury has been my church and my spiritual life all my life. It 
has served my family, and we have served in and through it. My 
father, Fred W. Renneker, Jr., was the architect of the Sanctuary 
and other church buildings, and my younger brother, Bill, 
designed the Chapel. My father and I both served as chairmen 
of the administrative board, and my mother, Jean, was always 
heavily involved in the UMW. 

Knowing how special Canterbury was to my family, my wife Mimi, 
who grew up Episcopalian, switched to Canterbury when we got 
married so we could raise our four children here, and now our 
grandchildren are fourth-generation members.

I’m proud to be a part of a church with a heart for the community and 
enjoy volunteering with the Brown Bag project, serving with Encore, 
the church’s memory-loss respite program, and being a member 
of the 190-member strong Crawford Owen Sunday School Class, 
which is probably made up of the most caring people I’ve ever met.

My Canterbury Story
b y  F R E D  R E N N E K E R  I I I

Photos, clockwise from top: the 1948 Planning Committee of the Canterbury-Mountain 
Brook merger (Fred’s father, Fred Renneker is seated at the table); Fred, pictured far right as 
Chairman of the 1974 Administrative Board; Fred.
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Our Canterbury Stories
 n

My great-grandfather, Will Franke was a key member of 
one of Canterbury’s predecessors, Union Hill Methodist 
Episcopal Church, so this church has always been a part 
of my family. Growing up, we went to church and then to my 
grandmother’s for lunch every Sunday. It’s been amazing to 
be able to sit with my children in the same pews that I used 
to sit in with my parents—the same ones that my mom used 
to swat at me in to get me to behave.

I moved away in 7th grade, but came back to Birmingham 
after college, and I remember being pleasantly surprised 
to see that so many of the same people that I had been in 
children’s ministry with—and even roller skated in Canterbury 
Hall with, back when the floors were still wood—were still 
here and active in the church. It was a great place for me 
to feel right at home again! Around then, I also met my wife, 
Stephanie in Canterbury’s Young Adult Sunday School class.

Here, I’ve hoped to make a difference in the lives of children 
and youth, by trying to be a Sunday School teacher that 

made them feel welcomed and encouraged them to serve. 
I believe that church is not just about sitting together and 
holding hands in a building; church is about going out 
and being disciples that spread the love of Christ. It was 
during one memorable mission trip with our youth to Piedras 
Negras, Mexico, that I realized this is what we are meant to 
do: to share and show God’s love.  Before that specific trip, 
I remember Mr. Mac (Jim McPherson) taking the kids under 
the Hollywood Boulevard 280 overpass and asking them to 
listen to the cars coming and going. He said that is it so easy 
to go about our daily lives, to get busy with ourselves and to 
become deaf to the call of what we are meant to be. He told 
us that we were answering the call by going somewhere to 
serve others and not to be served. And in the end, through 
that trip, we knew that we made a difference, all because we 
made the conscious decision to go.

My Canterbury Story
b y  F R A N K  B E A C H A M

Photos, clockwise from top left: Frank; Frank’s great-grandfather, Canterbury’s first historian; 
the 1942-45 Board of Steward (Will F. Franke is on the second row, fourth from the left).



#60 “Canterbury is the center of  
worship for my entire family.  

All of my children and 
grandchildren have been active 

here with Joyce and me for many 
years. We have also made many 
lasting friendships through our 
membership at Canterbury.”

— Jim Lott

#4  “The inspirational music I hear in the Traditional Service  
keeps me coming back week after week. 

Sometimes I am comforted; other times I am uplifted. 
But always I am challenged and edified.”— Anonymous

#33 “Everybody is kind 
and everybody smiles.”

—Courtney Lowery

“I love Canterbury 
because it is a 
place to meet 

God and be sent 
out to serve Him.”

— Betty Gunn  

Why I       Canterbury
150 REASONS

COURTNEY LOWERY

We asked the congregation to share why you love this church. Here’s what you told us...

 n

#9  #19 “I feel the presence of God 
in every service. I love the 

New Traditions service and having 
Communion every Sunday.”  

— Georgia Wilson 

#53
“It is the bread box. 
It is the garden.”
—Joseph Crosswell
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#130 “Because of the endless opportunities Canterbury gives us to serve.”— Chris & Rachel Cater



#141
“I grew up here. I have so many memories of 
the people and experiences of the past. And 

so much gratitude for those of the present 
and how I am shaped and supported by  

these in my faith journey.” — Nancy Glaub 

“Being a member of a sunday 
school class where lessons are 
taught and love is felt.”— Jill Layne  

#144 “It reaches inside and outside the Mountain 
Brook area to deliver the love of Christ in very 
meaningful ways. The faces of those helped, the 
quiver in their voices, the tears on their cheeks, 
speak to receiving the messages of Christ through 
the actions of Canterbury.”— Ty Warren

“It is home.”
— Scott Precise   

CHRIS & RACHEL CATER

#72

 #150

#20  “The Children’s Ministry and everyone involved in making it 

fun and educational for my three children, so they can grow in 

their relationship with God.”  —Erin McElroy

#138 “The friendly people who have 
become my family.”  —Carole Franke Bonner

#130 “Because of the endless opportunities Canterbury gives us to serve.”— Chris & Rachel Cater

#81“The choir, special musical events, and all our friends 
here that always take care of us.” —J. Randall Pitts 

#139
“I find the spirit of Jesus Christ in 
this church through the ministers, 

staff, and the people who remind me 
that I am a Christian.”—Beth Hamer
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Psalm 148
Lester Seigel

©2017 by Lester Seigel

To Canterbury United Methodist Church, Mt. Brook, Alabama, on its Sesquicentennial in 2017.

In the spring, I was 
asked by Senior 
Pastor Dale Cohen 
to compose a choral 
work for Canterbury’s 
150th anniversary. After 
spending some time with 
various scriptural texts 

and poetry, I landed on Psalm 148, which I have always loved for 
its eclectic imagery: from the heavenly hosts down to creeping 
things, everything joins in frenzied praise. I set the psalm in English, 
primarily based on the New English Bible translation, with a few 

edits for musical expediency.

Musically, this kaleidoscopic text suggested a collage 
technique, wherein various key centers, rhythmic and melodic 
motives are juxtaposed, often with little or no preparation—a 
technique I associate with composers such as Poulenc. Most of 
all, the piece is intended to communicate fun. While our duty to 
praise is “service,” such service should never be a chore.

 As it has been my joy to serve as the Organist at CUMC since 
1989, and its Choirmaster since 1995, I can attest to the excellence 
of the members of the Church Choir and their dedication, and 
I wanted to create a piece that was worthy of their abilities and 
reflects the joy we have offering great music of worship. I am 
grateful to this outstanding church that works every day to repair 
the world and to praise God through worship and service.
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To Canterbury United Methodist Church, Mt. Brook, Alabama, on its Sesquicentennial in 2017.

A Special Celebration Anthem:
Psalm 148

Special Music
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Special Music

b y  L E S T E R  S E I G E L

Commemorative 
Medallion

Congregational Gifts
 n

When the anniversary celebration team envisioned the 
church’s celebration, they knew they wanted a special gift 
for each member of the congregation to take home as both 
a remembrance of this special occasion and an ongoing 
reminder of our spiritual community at Canterbury. “We felt 
that identical medallions worn by the entire congregation 
during our anniversary worship service would be a powerful, 
unifying statement of celebration for both the history, and the 
future, of our church.”

For the front, the committee chose the symbol of the church’s 
new logo, the ancient cross of the early Christian believers in 
England, the stately Canterbury Cross. For the back, they chose 
a verse from the book of Jeremiah that looks to the future:
‘“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, 
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you 
hope and a future.”’
—Jeremiah 29:11

“Watercolors of historic buildings have long been treasured. 
So we thought a watercolor of our church would be a 
wonderful gift to our membership to remember this special 
time in the church’s history,” says Wayne Gillis. At the 
recommendation of artist and Canterbury member Cris Brown, 
the anniversary celebration team commissioned renowned 
Birmingham artist Ron Lewis to create this special painting. 
Ron is listed in the Who’s Who in American Art and an elected 
signature member of the American Watercolor Society. 

“We felt that the rendering should not only show the front of 
the church and the steeple, but that it should also encompass 
the chapel,” says Wayne. “With Executive Minister Warren 
Nash, Alan Martin and I worked hard to find just the right 
perspective, and from there Ron did a spectacular job 
depicting our beautiful church. We hope these limited edition 
prints of his original watercolor will be meaningful reminders of 
Canterbury’s service to our community over the last 150 years 
and of the bright future that that we will build.”

Limited Edition 
Watercolor Print
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To exist for 150 years is no small thing. 
It’s an accomplishment that deserves 
celebration. It’s also a time to pause that we 
might remember the saints that planted the 
seeds of Canterbury, those that nurtured the 
seeds, and those who gave their gifts, presence, 
and service so that Canterbury’s passion to 
serve Christ went uninterrupted. 
 
Canterbury United Methodist Church and its 
predecessors touched tens of thousands of lives 
through a century and one-half, and will continue to 
touch lives when our unique congregation continues 
to give freely of its resources. 
 
This is why I love Canterbury. It reaches inside 
and outside the Mountain Brook area to deliver 
the love of Christ in very meaningful ways. The 

faces of those helped, the quiver in their voices, 
the tears on their cheeks, speak to receiving  
the messages of Christ through the actions  
of Canterbury.  
 
Jesus never said “worship me.” He said, “Follow 
me.” Care for the sick. Help the poor. Clothe 
the naked. Embrace the outcast. As long as we 
follow Jesus, as long as we serve others with 
Christ-centeredness, as long as we show our 
unconditional love for the least of our community, 
Canterbury will move steadily forward for another 
150 years. 
 
150 years of praise through action.

—TY WARREN
Former Church Council Leader


