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AS PEOPLE OF THE CHURCH, WE ARE COMMITTED TO FOLLOWING JESUS WITH AN AUTHENTIC FAITH. WE SEEK TO 
BE REAL AND AUTHENTIC IN EVERY PART OF OUR LIVES BECAUSE WE BELIEVE THAT JESUS WANTS TO KNOW US.



“It’s a unique gift to be invited
back to the place you call home.”

-Keith Thompson  

SUMMER
TO
SUMMER
Year In Review

“I’ve been a member of Canterbury for over 
75 years, so I’ve been here a majority of 
my lifetime,” said Canterbury member Fred 
Renneker one year ago. “Canterbury is on a new 
beginning, and I’m excited about it.”

As it turns out, he and the rest of the 
Canterburians were right to be excited. Over 
the past year, Canterbury has grown physically 
as well as spiritually and developed a deeper 
understanding of its purpose and direction. 

This “Year-in-Review” will highlight some of the 
events where Canterburians contributed to that 
growth by opening their homes, by opening 
their hearts and by opening themselves up to 
the opportunities made possible by following 
Jesus.

“It’s a unique gift to be invited back to the place 
you call home,” said Rev. Thompson, reflecting 
on his decision to accept the position of senior 
pastor at Canterbury in July 2018. “This is the 

place that transformed my life and birthed my 
spiritual DNA through teaching me by word and 
example how to love others, to love myself and 
to love God. Canterbury not only taught me this 
way of loving, they encouraged me to give my 
life to it.”

In August 2018, a renewed sense of hope 
and excitement accompanied the fall kickoff. 
It was a warm “welcome home” for the new 
senior pastor and for many Canterburians as 
they returned from a summer break. Families 
gathered on the church grounds for food and 
fellowship as the focus shifted to what made 
Canterbury feel like home to so many of our 
members.

“Home is a place where I can be myself, 
where I can relax and recharge surrounded by 
people that know me and love me anyway,” 
said member Lee Alice Estes. “I have often 
said our children feel as at home in the halls of 
Canterbury as they do in their own house.”

“I think it has a lot to do with the people,” 
explained Elizabeth Hayes. “It’s a place where 
there are the very best people that just continue 
to lift me up and encourage me.”

That theme continued as many church members 
opened their homes to host Dialogue Dinners 
with Rev. Thompson, where discussion centered 
on the future of Canterbury.

“People claimed ministering to young adults 
and the youth of the church as top priorities,” 
said Rev. Thompson. “They also shared how 
Canterbury had played a role in transforming 
their lives.”

Those conversations and the commitment 
of Canterbury’s members to show love in a 
myriad of ways inspired the theme of the fall 
stewardship campaign, “Love Does,” during 
which members shared their experiences of 
love in action at Canterbury.

Member Temple Alexander explained that the 
congregation had shown such love to her family 
during a difficult time that it left a lasting impact 
on her children. 

“We felt so loved,” she said. “It showed them 
what [being] a church really means. It’s there for 
you in the good times and the bad times.”

“Canterbury has given me a place to live out my 
faith,” said Miller Sisson. “It’s helped me figure 
out what faith looks like in life.” 

Sisson said that Methodist Youth Fellowship 
(MYF) and the youth group accepted him at 
a time in his life when he felt vulnerable and 
provided him with opportunities to grow. 

Over the past year, the youth department 
has continued to provide opportunities for 
Canterbury Youth. The congregation welcomed 
Seth and Natalie Moon in 2018, then added 
Gann Waters-Wright and Elizabeth Hayes to the 
youth department staff as the church worked 
to meet goals identified during the Dialogue 
Dinners.

Canterbury youth have enjoyed two retreats in 
the past year, including the Senior-High focused 
Journey Retreat and the Junior-High focused 
Discovery Weekend.

“These two retreats are more than just fun 
events that attract a lot of students,” said Waters-
Wright. “They are times when students connect 
with each other and God in ways that can only 
happen when we spend more than just a few 
hours together on a Sunday. These retreats 
are where students buy into being a part of 
something bigger than all of us. We learn that 
students are not the future of the church. They 
are the church here and now.”
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One year ago, Canterbury also welcomed new 
leadership in the children’s department. Rev. 
Ruth Grissom has led the charge to grow the 
children’s ministry at Canterbury, and most 
recently she launched a pilot program for 
Summer Camps at Canterbury. The children’s 
department launched into summer with a 
space-themed Mission to Mars Vacation Bible 
Camp that brought almost 300 children in 
through the church doors.

The children’s wing at Canterbury has also 
seen physical changes in the space, including 
new paint, new signage and new branding. 
The Kids@Cantebury mark is part of a larger 
strategy for cohesive branding throughout the 
church’s ministries led by the Communications 
Department. 

Over the next year, Canterburians can expect 
to see more implementation of the church wide 
branding strategy. 

“Branding has to be cohesive to be effective,” 
explained Communications Director Eric 
Holsomback. “It allows each ministry to fall 

AUGUST

JULY
2019

SEPTEMBER

4TH: INDEPENDENCE DAY
-Church Office Closed

7TH: COMMUNION
-Combined Worship: Sanc.

9TH: CHILDREN’S AID
-7:30am: DHR Training
-5:00pm: Foundation/
Investment Committeehip

14TH: WORSHIP
-Combined Worship: CC

2ND: GOOD GRIEF LUNCH
-11:30am: Botanical Gardens

4TH: COMMUNION

7TH: LEADERSHIP TEAM MEET
-7:30am

10TH: CANTERBURY-BEESON
-Cant.-Beeson Forum on Aging

2ND: LABOR DAY
-Church Office Closed

4TH: BREAKFAST
-7:30am: Leadership Team 
Breakfast

8TH: CHILDREN’S OF AL
-2:00pm: Girlology

17TH: ENCORE ANNIVERSARY
-11:30am Celebration

18TH: SPR MEETING
-5:30pm

21ST: WORSHIP
-Combined Worship: Sanc.

23RD: LEGACY LUNCHEON
-12:00pm

12TH: MEETINGS
-5:30pm: Finance Meeting
-6:00pm: Church Council

15TH: SPR MEETING
-5:30pm

18TH: KICK-OFF SUNDAY
-5:00pm: Party

20TH-22ND: CHILDREN’S OF AL
-Training Sessions

9TH: MEETINGS
-10:30am: UMW Sept. Coffee
-5:30am: Finance
-6:00pm: Church Council

12TH: UMW
-6:00pm: UMW Outreach Circle

19TH: BOB GOFF/SPR
-TBD: Bob Goff
-5:30pm: SPR Meeting

25TH: TRUSTEE/FDN MEETING
-5:00pm

28TH: WORSHIP
-Combined Worship: CC

28TH-AUG 3: FAMILY PROMISE

24TH: BOY SCOUTS
-Advance-O-Rama

27TH: LEGACY LUNCHEON
-12:00pm

20TH: BREAKFAST
-7:00am: Freedom from Coalition 
Mayoral Breakfast

24TH: LIFELINE/LEGACY
-8:30am: Lifeline Screening
-12:00pm: Legacy Luncheon

under the Canterbury roof. We always want 
people to think of all the wonderful things we 
do as Canterbury and not only the specific 
ministry.”

Communications is another department that 
has grown significantly in the past year. The 
department has added Conner Dungan as 
Graphic Designer and added James McConatha 
as Digital Media Manager and Video Producer. 

“Members not only need to know what is 
going on but need to feel like Canterbury is 
somewhere they belong. We help provide that,” 
said Holsomback.

In addition to supporting Canterbury’s many 
ministries and reviving the Canterburian, 
the department is currently working with the 
ministerial staff to communicate the vision of 
Canterbury’s leadership: Real Grace, Real Love, 
Real Life. 

It’s been an amazing year at Canterbury, and 
we’re excited to see what the next year will bring!

If you would like to only receive 
a digital/online copy of this 

Canterburian, please opt-out of this 
printed version by going to

canterburyumc.org/canterburian

This will not only save paper but also 
save the cost of printing and mailing!

OPT-OUT



It is the kind of life-transforming small group 
experience she would like to see in groups 
across the congregation. 

who would talk specifically about their struggles 
and temptations but also share their successes. 

“A lot of people who aren’t Methodist do 
small groups better than Methodists do,”  said 
Hastings, “but they’ve taken a page out of the 
Methodist playbook.”

Rev. Hastings has been leading a women’s small 
group on Tuesday mornings for almost a year. 
She says it formed organically when working 
women requested a bible study that wouldn’t 
conflict with work schedules or their children’s 
after school activities. It has since grown into a 
multigenerational gathering of women 24 to 75 
years old. 

“It really just kind of took on a life of its own,” 
said Hastings. “It’s a group of women who 
probably never would have come together in 
the same room otherwise.”

Hastings said she doesn’t distribute factoids 
or deliver a list of do’s and don’ts to the group. 
Instead she directs reflection and moderates 
conversation about passages of scripture.

“When it comes to life with God and learning 
anything, what we discover ourselves is always 
more transformative than what someone tells 
us,” explained Hastings. 

SHARPENING IRON

“I think that life 
transformation 

happens in 
small groups 

because you’re 
able to be 

honest and real 
and reflective in 
a way that you 
can’t in other 

settings.”
-Tori Hastings

Through the season of 
Lent, Canterbury Small 
Group Coordinator 
Annie Skinner helped 
organize special, short-
term small groups 
with church members. 
The idea was to 
spark conversation 
around scripture, 
strengthen relationships 
and encourage 
accountability, and it 
worked.

“Any time you go around 
a table or in someone’s 
home, it changes the 
whole dynamics of the 
conversation from sitting 
in a Sunday School class 
or a Bible study class,” 
said Temple Alexander. 

She and her husband 
took turns with other 
church members hosting 
a small gathering of 
individuals interested in 
spiritual growth. 

“I knew people. I knew their names … but 
then to get to meet them was a pretty neat 
experience,” explained Steve Alexander.

Skinner said small group gatherings enrich 
the lives of all participants individually and 
collectively, and that’s one of the reasons they’re 
such an effective avenue for discipleship. 

“In a small group we have more opportunity 
to truly know one another and can more fully 
develop our spiritual gifts and encourage others 
to do likewise. It is a place where we learn to 
ask questions and be vulnerable, opening the 
lines of communication and having the ability to 
speak freely,” explained Skinner.

“I think that life transformation happens in small 
groups because you’re able to be honest and 
real and reflective in a way that you can’t in 
other settings,” said Rev. Tori Hastings, adding 
that, “John Wesley did small groups better than 
anyone.”

Early Methodists could learn to be better 
followers of Jesus through participation in one 
or more groups known as Societies, Classes 
and Bands. These groups gathered in addition 
to regular church meetings. The Band was the 
smallest -- a group of only about five people 

Small Groups at Canterbury

As iron sharpens iron, so one
person sharpens another.

Proverbs 27:17 (NIV)

If you are interested in joining
a small group, go online to

canterburyumc.org/allclasses

Annie Skinner said that the entire community 
benefits by deepening the faith life of the 
community and drawing people together.

“The deeper the community grows in agape 
love, the more natural it is to invite others in to 
share that experience,” said Skinner.

Let us consider how we may spur one another 
on toward love and good deeds, not giving up 
meeting together, as some are in the habit of 
doing, but encouraging one another — and all 
the more as you see the Day approaching. 

Hebrews 10:24-25 (NIV)

JOIN A GROUP!



REAL GRACE. REAL LOVE. REAL LIFE
Offering real grace and real love in real life.

Since his appointment to Canterbury, Rev. Keith 
Thompson has been working with the rest of the 
ministerial staff, prayerfully seeking guidance from 
the church council and the congregation at large to 
establish a grand vision for this body of believers. 
Nearly 600 Canterburians participated in the 
Dialogue Dinners through July and August 2018, 
sharing their dreams and ideas about the future of 
this great church. 

“In the 19 Dialogue Dinners, I heard passion and 
commitment intermixed with wisdom and insight,” 
said Senior Pastor Rev. Keith Thompson. “The most 
consistent message was, ‘I want other people to 
experience the loving, supportive atmosphere that I 
have experienced.’”

Those conversations led to very specific goals for 
Canterbury’s ministries and set church leaders on a 
path of deeper understanding about who we are as 
a church and what it looks like for this congregation 
to live like Jesus on a daily basis.

WHO WE ARE    
As people of the church, we are committed to 
following Jesus with an authentic faith. We seek 
to be real and authentic in every part of our lives 
because we believe that Jesus wants to know 
us. We also believe that Jesus wants to meet us 
wherever we are in life. At Canterbury United 
Methodist Church, this is what it means to be in 
relationship with Christ.

Jesus said the most important thing we can do is 
to love God with all our heart, soul, strength, and 
mind, and love our neighbor as our self. This 
simple yet profound statement represents the 

real grace and real love Jesus has for all people, 
particularly, those whom the rest of the world 
often overlooks. This statement from Jesus also 
represents the very nature of who God is.

Through sharing real grace and real love with 
people, Jesus brought healing into their lives. At 
Canterbury, we seek to follow Jesus’ example, 
striving to share and experience real grace and 
real love in our real lives.

REAL GRACE
Grace stands as a central tenant to our 
community. It is at the very core of who we are 
as children of God because it is part of our lives 
before we are even aware of it. We confess that 
we are each imperfect, regularly falling short 
of our own standards and God’s. God loves 
us anyway just as we are. God initiates every 
relationship with us through grace. God’s grace 
can never be earned, it is all gift. We, as God’s 
children, strive to do the same with each other. 
We start with grace given to us by God. We live 
offering the same grace to ourselves and one 
another. 

REAL LOVE
In a world where people are sometimes 
criticized for being different, the people of the 
church are called to be intentionally different. 
Our Holy Scriptures remind us that we are all 
created in the image of God; and, if God is 
Love, then we are created in the image of love. 
God as revealed in Jesus Christ is what real love 
looks like. When we are most true to who we are 
created to be, we are loving. At Canterbury, we 
seek to embody that love is patient and kind ... 
and we particularly like it best when it is a verb. 

REAL LIFE
God constantly invites us into a life of full 
connection with God and others through Jesus 
Christ. This is the real life we are created for. 
Nothing but relationship with God and each 
other will truly satisfy the longing inside us. We 
believe this is the path to real, abundant life. 
Our desire is to walk this path together.
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