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Orphaned baby duckling with friend. The feather duster is near by.
Photos courtesy of Wildcare Eastern Sierra

Displaced baby raccoons, eyes still closed.
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By Cindy Kamler

The word “home” 
evokes survival, safety, 
comfort and family. Most 
wild birds lay their eggs 
in nests built in trees, 
structures or, occasional-
ly, on the ground. Wild 
mammals create dens or 
burrows or use hollow 
logs, attics or spaces 
under buildings to house 
their young.

In wildlife rehabilita-
tion, this time of year is 
known as “baby season.”  
Birds, mammals and rep-
tiles (lots of insects, too) 
are busy reproducing and 
accidents can happen 
that affect this process.  
A parent may be injured, 
trapped or killed leaving 
their babies alone and 
helpless. Trees contain-
ing nests may be cut or 
blown down. Dens or 
burrows may be dis-
turbed by natural events 
such as flooding or by 
human interference.  
Sometimes the animal 
parent or parents are 
inexperienced and a nest 
or burrow fall apart or 
are put in inappropriate 
places. All of these possi-
bilities can bring wild 
babies into the hands of 
a wildlife rehabber.

A few weeks ago, we 
received a call from a 
workman removing a 
Jacuzzi and deck from a 
next-door backyard. 
Removing the deck floor, 
they spotted three tiny 
furry bodies near the tub. 
Raccoons! Knowing that 
mother raccoons always 
have a backup den (just 
in case), we cared for the 
eyes-closed babies until 
dark. WES wildlife tech 
Katie Hudson put them 
in a container that Mom 
could get into but they 
couldn’t get out, took it 
back and placed it where 
the babies had been 
found. 

The workman offered 
to check to see if the rac-
coon had come back for 
her babies. At 9 p.m., two 
had been moved. About 
five minutes later, he saw 
the Mother carrying her 
third baby to its new 
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home! All was well.
Recently, a woman 

called from Big Pine: a 
gardener had cut a tree 
in her yard only to find 
there was a beautiful nest 
in the evergreen with five 
nearly grown house finch 
babies. She brought them 
to us; everyone was safe 
and uninjured. We 
learned that there were 
no trees near the fallen 
nest tree, but a very 
bushy and tall lilac shrub 

not far away. WES staffer, 
Becky Pierce, stabilized 
the nest in a box, and 
safely fastened it into the 
shrub. The homeowner 
maintained a watch from 
a discreet distance. With 
an hour or so, both Mom 
and Dad House Finch 
were feeding the babies!

About a week ago, we 
received a call from a 
passerby on South 
Barlow. A female mallard 
duck was leading her 
newly hatched ducklings 
(reportedly eight of them) 
across the street toward 
a water ditch. She was hit 
and killed by a car. The 
babies were scattering. 
(Ducks are precocial 
birds. Unlike songbirds 
that are born naked or 
partly covered with 
down, precocial birds 
hatch with full body 
feathers, eyes open, and 
can walk and eat on their 
own. Duck mothers 
immediately lead their 
hatchlings from a ground 
nest area to a water 

source where they can 
drink, swim and eat. 
They then rest safely 
tucked into Mom’s feath-
ers, their “mobile nest.”)

Wildcare staffers Kelly 
and Katie rushed to the 
scene. Sadly, after a pro-
longed search of the 
thick  brush, only one 
duckling was found and 
saved. It is being raised 
at the Center. To substi-
tute for Mother Duck, we 
provide a feather duster 
and a toy duckling with 
which to snuggle.

Another house finch 
story: Animal Control 
Officer Julie Richardson 
contacted us for advice. 
House finches had cho-
sen her horse trailer in 
which to build their nest! 
There were already eggs 
in the nest. It was decid-
ed to leave the nest until 
the eggs hatched. (Bird 
parents will search for 
vocalizing babies if they 
are moved but won’t find 
relocated eggs.)

About eight days after 

the finch babies hatched, 
Julie needed to use her 
trailer. We had located an 
appropriate shrub near-
by. Katie Hudson from 
WES met Julie at home 
and the two carefully and 
safely moved the peeping 
nest to its new home. 
Julie kept a good watch. 
The house finch parents 
were soon feeding their 
offspring in the new loca-
tion!

As I write this, a vol-
unteer, Deena, is on her 
way to the Independence 
Creek Campground 
where a tree housing a 
nest of ravens has been 
cut down and the three 
large black bird babies 
are on the ground. The 
agitated parents are cir-
cling and calling. If the 
youngsters are uninjured, 

Wildcare will then 
attempt to return those 
youngsters to their par-
ents. Most likely, the nest 
is damaged. An artificial 
nest can be successfully 
used, placed in a nearby 
tree, and the young 
ravens returned to their 
new home. The ending of 
this story is yet to be 
learned.

Living with Wildlife is a 
program of Wildcare 
Eastern Sierra (formerly 
Eastern Sierra Wildlife 
Care) dedicated to help-
ing the people of the 
Eastern Sierra live in har-
mony with our wild 
neighbors. For further 
information, contact 
Executive Director Cindy 
Kamler at (760) 872-
1487.


