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For centuries Portsmouth Cathedral, the 

Cathedral of the Sea, has watched, listened and 

helped the people of Portsmouth navigate the 

passage of time. It has witnessed wars and peace, 

famous marriages, been bombed and rebuilt 

and remains a building of greatness and simple 

enduring beauty. More than this it is a vibrant and 

lively community which has a positive impact on 

the lives of people in its own parish, the City and 

the Diocese of Portsmouth. This development 

plan ensures this continues to be the case 

and that as well as offering sacred space to all 

who come, we remain active in serving people 

both locally and further afield, extending God’s 

Kingdom and sharing God’s love.

The Very Reverend David Brindley

Dean of Portsmouth

Portsmouth Cathedral is at the heart of the life of 

the diocese, and is a place of beauty, welcome, and 

daily prayer.  It is a versatile and well used building, 

enabling us to celebrate the best of Anglican 

tradition whilst being open to the contemporary 

expressions of worship and ministry.  It has of 

course changed and developed during its 830 year 

history, and this plan ensures that it will continue 

to do so, responding to the call of God to meet 

people’s needs and equipping the whole diocese 

to share the love of God in Jesus Christ with the 

people in our care.

The Right Reverend Christopher Foster

Lord Bishop of Portsmouth

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

Encountering God through transformative worship, 
challenging discipleship, generous hospitality 

and prayerful engagement.

Portsmouth Cathedral is a distinctively spiritual and prayerful space, into which everyone 
is welcome to come; a Christian community committed to promoting social justice, 

equality and compassion.  In grateful response to God’s goodness we will act ethically 
and responsibly in managing our resources and in caring for the environment.

TRANSFORMATIVE WORSHIP

We will be a centre of excellence for 
liturgy and music. Our worship will be 
beautiful, relevant, creative and engaging.  
It will be transformative in that each act 
of worship offered and experienced will 
leave us changed and better prepared to 
serve God in the world.

CHALLENGING DISCIPLESHIP

We will provide a wide range of 
educational opportunities for children, 
young people and adults which will 
deepen our understanding of the 
Christian faith and how it relates to the 
world in which we live.  It will develop 
our spirituality and challenge us to 
model our lives after the example of 
Jesus Christ.

GENEROUS HOSPITALITY

We will be an inclusive Christian 
community where all are welcomed.  We 
will model our life together so that we 
can offer not only an initial welcome but 
ongoing hospitality to regular members, 
occasional visitors, concert goers, 
exhibition visitors, the local community, 
the City and the Diocese of Portsmouth.

PRAYERFUL ENGAGEMENT

Our pattern and rhythm of prayer and 
worship will equip us to serve our 
local parish community, the City of 
Portsmouth, the Bishop, the Diocese and 
beyond in relevant practical ways which 
have a positive impact on the lives of 
others and help to build the Kingdom  
of God.
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Full copies of the Development Plan including detailed
action plans can be downloaded from the Cathedral website.

GOALS & KEY ACTIONS
Demonstrate God’s love by being an 
inclusive Christian community where 

all are welcomed. 

Support the Bishop of Portsmouth in 
his teaching and pastoral role and be a 

readily available resource for the 
Diocese of Portsmouth.

Enhance our exceptional liturgy and 
music so that the Cathedral is seen as a 
centre of excellence for worship, draws 

people in and engages them. 

Develop the service offered through 
weddings, baptisms and funerals.

Explore new ways of worship in order to 
engage as many people as possible.

Ensure internal and external 
communications are effective and 

everyone can access the information 
they require easily.

Be responsible stewards of all that God 
has given to us including money, buildings, 

time, talents and natural resources.

Establish the Cathedral as a recognised 
place for exploration and engagement 

with a wide range of national and 
global faith, social, political and 

environmental issues.

Introduce an annual theme which 
provides a clear and dynamic focus for 

the Cathedral Community.

Begin a programme of child, youth and 
adult education in Christian  

spirituality and faith.

Develop the compassionate pastoral care 
offered into an accessible and 

sustainable model. 

Support the work of, and connection 
with, the Cathedral Innovation Centre.

Protect and enhance all Cathedral 
buildings and landscape so that we can 
offer a warm welcome and they can be 

used effectively and creatively for  
worship and hospitality.

Raise awareness of the Cathedral 
and all that it offers. 


