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LOGLINE

A reclusive nerd begins a journey to self-confidence by forming a successful 
escorting agency with her three best friends. 

SYNOPSIS

In each episode we watch Eddie and her friends transform through their risky 
new endeavor in both positive and negative ways.

Eddie begins the series as a geeky porn editor and programmer whose low 
self-confidence has turned her into a 26-year-old hermit. Her friends, Eva, Lucy 
and Chandaleer, vow to save her from her unhealthy solitude. When the three 
of them decide to start a high-end escorting agency to earn more money, they 
convince skeptical Eddie to help them build their business and lift her self-
esteem. Together they successfully navigate the adrenaline-fueled escorting 
industry with Eddie as their CEO and fellow sex worker. 

For all the main characters, escorting is a powerful way to contextualize 
themselves as women in control of their bodies and financial futures. All of them 
leave the sex industry by the end of the show, but the wisdom and confidence 
they acquire along the way redefines their idea of success.

The central emotional plot is Eddie’s positive journey from a depressed, sexless 
cynic to a joyful, self-caring entrepreneur. The formation of the agency is a 
massive jolt to Eddie’s system, and being forced to dress, act, and exude beauty 
helps Eddie start to value herself more—$1500 an hour more, to be exact. As 
an object of desire, she starts to fall in love...with herself. And by the end of the 
show she gets engaged to the man of her dreams. High-rolling as six-figure sex 
workers is anything but simple, however, and between their clients, their taxes, 
their competitors, and the police, the women are constantly tip-toeing the line 
between success and oblivion. 

In Strut, it’s not so much the gratuity of the sex that’s provocative, but its upbeat 
and cavalier treatment. The women already have a freewheeling, progressive 
outlook on sex at the start of the show, with the exception of Eddie who, in spite 
of being open-minded enough to edit porn for a living, has a crippling lack of 
sex-confidence. By the end of the pilot, however, the women shift remarkably 
quickly from sexually open-minded to sex providers. The seamless tone of 
this transition is subversive in and of itself, but also absolutely realistic for 
contemporary life in New York and LA.
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Each woman has an unflappable sense of humor about sex and dating, which 
helps the show stay afloat even amidst provocative and, at times, somber 
story points. The juxtaposition of humor and prostitution posits all sorts of 
philosophical debates: the gravity and/or levity of sex; the purpose sex serves 
in our lives; where confidence comes from; and the inherent value of money, 
friendship, sexuality and creative expression. It also forces a reexamination 
of the definition of success when normal, gender-based power structures are 
disrupted.

Other themes are the transactional nature of sex and gender, all that glitters is 
not gold, friendship vs. business, and how to find love in an increasingly lonely, 
technology-based world. Eddie, Eva, Lucy, and Chandaleer respond to all of 
these dilemmas in their own way and do whatever they have to do to manifest 
the individual successes they are seeking. In the process, they blast through 
the traditional barriers imposed on women who try to excel in business, and 
manage to strengthen their friendship as well. 

Strut is a New York City success story based on real women.

PILOT EPISODE

During the pilot, Eva, Lucy, and Chandaleer band together to help Eddie out 
of her romantic depression by getting her laid at a sex party. The plan fails 
miserably, although Eddie does meet an attractive man who is legitimately 
interested in her. The women flee the party when the police show up, just as 
Chandaleer is recovering from a GHB overdose. 

A week later, Eva reveals that she is also broke and that her Republican 
boyfriend has just dumped her after she and Lucy go on paid sugar baby dates. 
Chandaleer admits that her modeling agent has just dropped her and she’s 
getting evicted and will soon have to leave New York. Filled with grief and anger, 
Eva channels her heartbreak into the idea of doing sex work “for real,” both for 
the money and the power high. The women initially laugh it off, but when Eva 
hires an actual escort to talk to them about the business, Lucy and Chandaleer 
become wildly enthusiastic about the wealth and adventure within the escorting 
lifestyle. Eddie is vehemently against the entire thing, but agrees to build their 
online platform... for 30%. 

In a heroic final montage, the four friends do everything needed to build a 
successful business: market research, photoshoots, advertising, IT, shopping, 
and great SEO. When they’re finished, their agency website is truly the best 
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in the business. But when they get a call from their first client, Eva, Lucy and 
Chandaleer are paralyzed with uncertainty, unsure of whether or not they are able 
to go through with it. Desperate times call for desperate measures, however, and 
Chandaleer finally agrees to take the job as long as Eddie goes with her as her 
hot bodyguard.

EPISODE 2 

In episode two, Eddie is coaching the girls on sex positions and terminology 
based on her years as a porn editor. When she attempts to express upon them 
the importance of getting good reviews, Eva suggests Eddie put her knowledge 
into practice by taking a few escorting jobs to help the business. Eddie storms 
out onto the fire escape in a huff and ends up falling down the stairs and 
spraining her ankle. Lucy goes off for a job with a doctor client, Chandaleer 
leaves to meet a lawyer, and Eva winds up with...an off-duty cop. At first Eva 
is terrified and gets stuck trying to escape through a doggie door, but the cop 
has no intention of arresting her and ends up teaching her how to avoid a sting 
operation and talking the entire night in avid conversation. 

Back at home, Eddie is laid up with a sprained ankle researching escort review 
sites. She is shocked when she deduces that one of the main reviewers was 
actually her Chinese friend Kai from college, and she calls him and convinces 

him to come over in order to get the inside track on the New York market.  

Eddie admits to Kai that she has “a friend” who is escorting now and he fills 
her in on some valuable tips for growing their business. Then, out of nowhere, 
Kai seduces her; Eddie loves it. She is hurt when Kai is gone in the morning, 
however, and crawls into bed with Eva for comfort. Together they are shocked 
to discover a five-star review waiting on the online boards under Eddie’s escort 
name, by none other than Kai.
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CHARACTERS

EDDIE
A genius in all things Internet, Eddie swallows her sex-shame and loneliness on 
a daily basis to edit and program porn sites for a healthy paycheck. When her 
friends decide to start escorting, Eddie is fiercely opposed at first, but her love 
for them compels her to build and run the company as their CEO (aka pimp). 
Soon Eddie is cajoled into escorting alongside them, which forces her out of her 
asexual hermitic shell and into the world of real-time human interaction where 
she might just meet the hot, nerdy boyfriend of her dreams. Sex work sends her 
on a journey of self-love and self-confidence that anchors the entire series.

EVA
An alpha female with Hollywood beauty, Eddie’s roommate Eva is as charming 
and gregarious as she is bullish and irresponsible. Her insatiable appetite for life, 
money, and men leaves her constantly scheming and living beyond her means. 
This stands in stark contrast to Eddie’s practical solitude, and Eva routinely 
pulls Eddie into awkward and illegal circumstances, including the idea to start 
escorting. In spite of her bullying, Eva loves and admires Eddie and wants badly 
to impress her. Eddie, on the other hand, would give anything to look like Eva, 
and the friends’ mutual jealousies only get worse as they escort side by side.

LUCY
Endlessly kind and empathetic, Lucy is so focused on the needs of those around 
her that she can become a charming doormat for her friends and family. Lucy 
typically goes for Anna Wintour-type MILFs both in terms of sexual attraction and 
as a practical climb towards achieving the journalism career she so desperately 
wants. She doesn’t mind sex with men though, and it’s escorting that brings out 
her inner Goddess, teaching her to tap into her power center as a woman. Her 
conservative parents secretly bankroll her life in New York, but if they ever found 
out she was escorting or, God forbid, gay, she would lose everything.

CHANDALEER
Fashion model and would-be writer Chandaleer quickly learns to love the high 
life of New York City, literally and metaphorically: she landed in rehab while 
still in college. Although her ADD, chain-smoking and compulsive drug use 
makes her seem like a candidate for death before age 30, she mostly wants to 
bulldoze the memories of her depressing and chaotic childhood in the Canadian 
boonies while gathering material for her autobiography. Profoundly devoted to 
her friends, Chandaleer thinks of them as the supportive family she never had, 
and they manage to rescue her whenever she parties herself into a crisis.
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CREATOR

Misha Calvert has been writing, directing, acting and self-producing 
for the past decade in theater, digital, and film. Her dramatic digital 
series Solitaire is a finalist in the Sundance/YouTube New Voices 
Lab for 2017, and her comedy The Industry was a finalist in 2016. 
Her short films Pee Sitting Down and Tinder is the Night are currently 
on the film festival circuit screening at festivals around the world.

As an actor, she has appeared regularly on the Emmy Award-
winning show A Crime to Remember. Off-Broadway writer/director 
credits include three Chekhovian satires set in a 1980’s high 
school, and the original comedy A Seagull is Born. Off-Broadway 
acting credits include The Crucible, The Picture of Dorian Gray, and 
Psycho Beach Party. Misha first achieved notoriety in New York as 
an experimental performance artist, where she garnered a great 
deal of press for her media manipulation and public satires, most 
notably Re-Virginization, The Mister and Miss Williamsburg Pageant, 
and the Bob Ross-themed fundraiser Beat the Devil Out of It which 
raised money for inner city art students.

Much of Misha’s unique voice comes from her experiences in both 
New York and London as a young, single female. Sex positivity and 
female empowerment are part of Misha’s core creative value system, 
and with each piece she produces she delivers an authentic female 
narrative with a female-driven cast. Her work is provocative and at 
the same time approaches equal rights, sex, and gender identity in a 
way that is inclusive to all genders. You can learn more about Misha at  
www.mishacalvert.com.

MISHA CALVERT 
Creator Bio / Eddie 
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CREATOR

I’m a hardcore feminist who hates talking about feminism. My goal 
is to create extraordinary content that is credible on its own merit 
and not because it has a female-heavy cast and crew (which, as it 
happens, all of my projects do). 

I’ve written these women with a level of detail, empathy, likability, 
and authenticity that the vast majority of television and film have 
not ever employed in the portrayal of sex workers. I am not gazing 
at these “desperate” women from the safety of the outside, but 
rather respectfully stepping into their world and viewing them as 
canny and industrious equals. 

The New York that the four women inhabit is the New York that I have 
known most of my adult life: lonely, over-stimulated, cutthroat, and 
full of romantic and sexual vagaries that are made so much clearer 
with simple, honest commercial transaction. I want to represent the 
fantasies and dreams that inspire millions to move here, but I also 
wanted to pay respect to some of my friends who work in the sex 
industry and have had to make their own way in an unaffordable 
metropolitan battleground. 

In all my work, I am inspired by gender politics. My writing often 
examines the nature of money and power in relation to gender. 
Who has it? Who wants it? How do we get it? These themes 
are incredibly topical now, but they are also ageless: the forever 
questions. The battle of the sexes wages on but these four women 
represent a new kind of warrior. 

CREATOR’S  
STATEMENT 
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MARGARET JUDSON as Eva

Margaret Judson can be seen regularly on The Newsroom (2012), an 
HBO drama. It’s the brain-child of Academy Award-winner Aaron Sorkin 
and produced by Scott Rudin, Alan Poul and Greg Mottola. Margaret 
was hand-picked by Aaron Sorkin to leave cable news at MSNBC and 
move into the role of Tess Westin.

MANINI GUPTA as Lucy

Manini Gupta holds a theatre degree from Northwestern University. 
Television credits include Law & Order: SVU, I Love You But I Lied, and the 
film Loitering with Intent. Theatre credits include the role of Trish in Taylor 
Mac’s OKAY, Mindy Kaling’s Matt & Ben, and the Off-Broadway run of 
Orphans and Outsiders. Voiceover and commercial credits include Oreo, 
Warner’s, and Arkham 2017 Batman video game. She can be seen next 
in the upcoming Berlanti Productions television show, YOU, premiering 
this fall.

CHRISTINA TOTH as Chandaleer

Christina Toth is a graduate of the Neighborhood Playhouse School 
of the Theatre. Her latest projects include LAZARUS (New York Theatre 
Workshop) and WARDA (Théâtre Le Rideau, Belgium). She appeared 
in HBO’S Boardwalk Empire (Co-Star) and Discovery’s A Crime To 
Remember (Guest Star). She recently was seen on stage in a revival 
production of The Woolgatherer (LaTea Theatre) directed by Chazz 
Palminteri, for which she was nominated for Best Actress at the Planet 
Connections Festivity Awards. Christina is currently shooting Netflix’s 
season 6 of Orange Is The New Black (Recurring: Annalisa).
www.christinatoth.com

CAST
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DIRECTOR’S  
STATEMENT 

DIRECTOR

MICHELLE CUTOLO 
Director Bio
Michelle Cutolo is a NYC-based director with an emphasis on 
clever, funny, and creative work. Michelle recently directed half-
hour comedy pilots Riding the D with Dr. Seeds, and Lilly and 
Anne and several episodes for the comedy series’ Matza Pizza and 
RosaBaby Comedy. She has also directed commercial spots for The 
Container Store, Buick, iSmart Alarm, and LensCrafters. Her music 
video work has been featured in Rolling Stone. She’s acquired the 
experience to direct quality narratives, and name talent such as 
Evelina Barry, Ellie Kemper, and Amy Helm, among others. www.
michellecutolo.com

Strut explores women who love what they do and are empowered 
by their bodies. Unlike the dark, morose takes on the sex industry 
that we’ve seen a lot in film and television, my team and I sought 
to look at things from a more light hearted perspective, giving voice 
to the women who enjoyed their time in a “taboo” occupation. As 
a comedy, our show dismantles the shame and ostracization that 
comes with the territory of being a sexually explorative woman. 
This is a show about breaking apart patriarchy and giving women 
a new image. 

During the filming process, I had the amazing opportunity to work 
with four strong, independent characters and the talented actresses 
that played them. One of my favorite moments on set was watching 
Eddie’s character evolve and grow. I believe that her evolution will 
inspire audience members to feel secure about themselves and 
not give in to normative ideas of beauty. And the cherry on top 
was witnessing Eddie’s dynamic reaction to someone calling her 
“gorgeous” and actually believing it. I hope that her reaction will be 
mirrored in all our female audience members.
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CARA YEATES FOR TRIGGER CREATIVE Producer

Cara started working in theater touring four critically acclaimed one-woman shows 
across North America. She’s worked on Film Society of Lincoln Center’s NY Film 
Festival, MoMA Film and New Directors/New Films. As Partner at Trigger Creative 
she produced their first feature, The 3 Metamorphoses. 

Trigger Creative is boutique production company in New York/LA. They produce 
a wide range of content from corporate and commercial videos to narrative.  
www.triggercr.com

KIMBERLEY BROWNING Consulting Producer

Founder and Festival Director Hollywood Shorts Filmfest (est. Oct 1998). 
Producer 2016 HBO Access Diversity Program. Associate Short Film 
Programmer 2017 Tribeca Film Festival. Associate Short Film Programmer 
2012-2014 LA Film Festival. Associate Short Film Programmer 2014 FICG in 
LA (Guadalajara International Film Festival). Her company Griffith Place Films 
develops and produces original film, TV and digital content for new media, 
transmedia and multiplatform distribution and VOD.   
www.blog.hollywoodshorts.com 

SETH HAGENSTEIN Cinematographer 
Seth is a New York based Director, Writer, and DP. He went to NYU film school, 
graduating with a 3.9 GPA. He was also one of the early adopters of that Red One 
Camera, and ever since then has fallen deeper down that rabbit hole as you can 
see by the “EQUIPMENT” tab on his website. Since then he’s mainly been trying to 
balance that work-hard / play-hard seesaw, occasionally falling over from time to 
time. You can check out more at www.shagenstein.com.

ROMAN MOLINO DUNN Original Score

Roman Molino Dunn is a composer and commercial music producer at Mirrortone 
Studios and Hire A Composer in New York City. He is also owns The Music 
Transcriber, a firm that provides music solutions, specializing in sheet music 
preparation and music software development. He graduated with an accelerated 
BA/MA from Hunter College, New York, attaining his undergraduate degree 
in music theory and his Master’s degree in music composition in four years.  
www.mirrortone.com 

CREATIVE TEAM
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BRETTE GOLDSTEIN Casting Director

Backed with over 15 years of casting experience, Brette’s work includes 
projects for the following networks and production companies: Bravo, USA, 
VH1, Lifetime Network, Nickelodeon, PBS, TruTV, Original Media, and TV Land.  
www.brettegoldstein.com

KERRY LACY Production Design

Kerry Lacy is an artist, actor and filmmaker raised in Los Angeles and has spent 
her entire adult life in New York City. She grew up studying theatre and martial arts 
before moving to the east coast to study at NYU’s Tisch and The New School. She 
is a proud student of UCB and member of The Filmshop where she is developing 
a very exciting project about a female vigilante. When not on set or stage, Kerry 
can be found painting or DJing at her favorite bars.

JAKE LEMMEN Editor 

Jake has four years of experience editing everything from short docs to television 
to narrative short films. Most recently he co-edited three short films including 
Tinder is the Night and Pee Sitting Down, currently screening worldwide at film 
festivals, and the horror piece I Want You Inside Me. He was also the Post-PA 
for the film Collateral Beauty, and has edited two successful 2016 web series: 
Redheads Anonymous and You’re the Pest.

LAURA GARCÍA RODRÍGUEZ Graphic Design

Laura García Rodríguez is a graphic, motion, UX/UI designer and model based in 
New York City. As a designer she has work in advertising, branding, print design, 
motion graphics, web design, social design, social media design, and UX/UI. 
She has an MS in Communications Design from Pratt Institute. Currently working 
as a digital designer at Maison LBB, where she works with accounts like MAC 
Cosmetics. www.lauragarciar.com

CREATIVE TEAM
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CREDITS

ADDITIONAL CAST

CREW

SPARKLE 

LONG-HAIRED SEYMOUR

GIORGIO

JAXON

BEAU

ROMEO

LORENZO

OFFICER KIRK WALKMAN

OFFICER LINDA BERRIOS

ILLANA

STRYKER

ADDITIONAL CINEMATOGRAPHY BY

ASSISTANT PRODUCTION

DESIGNER

POST PRODUCTION SUPERVISOR

COLORIST

COLORIST 

VISUAL EFFECTS BY

COSTUME DESIGNER

ASSISTANT COSTUME DESIGNER

FIRST ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

UNIT PRODUCTION MANAGER

GAFFER

PRODUCTION SOUND

ADDITIONAL SOUND MIXING

ADDITIONAL SOUND MIXING

SCRIPT SUPERVISOR

Nathaniel Moore

Teddy Mueller

Gustavo Pace

Brandon Shaw

Nick Adamson

Raul Torres

Vladimir Zaiko

Daniel Keith

Kim Rios Lin

Olesya Senchenko

Travis Czap

Ari Rothschild 

Cameron Perry

 

Jake Lemmen

Ari Rothschild

David Green

David Green

Izzy Fields

Nicole Pettis

Adrian Anaya

T Zhang

Adam Borchardt

Zach Bishop

Thomas Zaccheo

Thomas Wynn

Alexandra Galvis

ASSISTANT CAMERA

1ST ASSISTANT CAMERA

1ST ASSISTANT CAMERA

2ND ASSISTANT CAMERA

2ND ASSISTANT CAMERA

2ND ASSISTANT CAMERA

GRIP

2ND GRIP 

3RD GRIP 

4TH GRIP 

HEAD OF HAIR AND MAKEUP

HAIR AND MAKEUP ASSISTANT

John Pope

Cory Maffucci

Vadim Goldenberg

Logan Mitchell

Ace Bernard

James Drummond

John Depinto

Ricardo Vaca

Austin LoCicero

Logan Mitchell

Christina Lomauro

Allyson Wisel
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