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HTO on septic regs…Rincon update…Charting toxic groundwater…
HTO doggy bag dispensers for hire…Remembering John Robinson…The fabulous

2010 Gala…Junior Council beach cleanups…Our wonderful donors…

NEWSLETTER 2011

HTO NL_2011 6/9/11 1:41 PM Page 3



HTOFLAGSFLY
ONSTATESTREET
One of Santa Barbara’s favorite
flags of the State Street flag
program, this year our flags are
flying August 18-29, just in
time to celebrate our 14th
birthday on August 19!

page 2

We thank Stan Harfenist for his many years of service to the HTO Board of
Directors as Secretary, and also Ron Pulice for his work on the Board as co-
chair of the Programs Committee. We thank Steve Halsted for his years with
Heal the Ocean not only as a board member (including Chairman of the
Board). Most specifically, we are ever indebted to Steve for the very hard work
he did for years on the South Coast Beaches Septic to Sewer project – it is
because of Steve the Rincon portion of this project is coming to fruition.

Heal the Ocean is thrilled thatMegan
O’Meara has joined our team! She came in to
assume the role of HTO Junior Council
Programs Director, and her talents are so prolif-
ic she is now HTO’s Programs Administrator,
too! (See pages 10-11 of this newsletter to see
the work Megan is doing, including the launch
of regular Junior Council beach cleanups, and a
joint HTO/Santa Barbara County doggy dis-
penser advertising sponsorship program!)
Megan, who teaches private scuba lessons, loves
the ocean! And with her educational back-
ground (BA in Arts, Broadcast and Electronic
Communication Arts, San Francisco State), she
is doing a lot of graphic design for HTO, too,
including the sponsorship stickers for the doggy bag dispensers (photos on page
11). Thank you, HTO advisory board member Mike deGruy and Middle
School director BrianMcWilliams, for sending Megan to us!

Thank you,Mario
Borgatello, for send-
ing your men to help
us clear out our old
downtown office!
Thank you JacobTell
and the team at
Oniracom, for donat-
ing so much time to

maintaining our
website and
Facebook and
Twitter pages!

HTO continues
to be grateful to
Ava Everett and
Ruston Slager
for their long-
standing loyalty
to our cause.
They not only
man our public
outreach and
exhibits, they
guide executive

director Hillary Hauser in moments where the political way is not exactly
clear. They have been with Heal the Ocean since the very beginning of our
organization and we would not be in business without them.
Thanks, one and all!

IN ANDAROUNDHEALTHEOCEAN…

OURNEW
OFFICE

After being on State Street for
nearly 10 years, HTO has
made a move to cut costs, and
in a miraculous series of events,
we captured the most wonder-
ful office space (we think) in
Santa Barbara – over the
Riviera Theater! Next time you
come to this wonderful theater
for a movie – come up and see us!

HTO’s 3 windows over the
Riviera Theater

COVER PAINTING BY
THOMAS KEENAN
During the January 2011
Southern California Artists
Painting for the Environment
(S.C.A.P.E.) show in Santa
Barbara, a jury bestowed awards
for oils, watercolors and sculp-
tures. Heal the Ocean, which
was beneficiary of a percentage
of all sales of the SCAPE
show, was given the honor of
bestowing the “Heal the
Ocean Ribbon” on any art
piece in the show. We unanimously picked a wonderful oil
painting by plein air artist Thomas L. Keenan, entitled
“Cold Feet.” To us at HTO this portrayal of children play-
ing in the sea embodies the reason Heal the Ocean formed
in the first place – a clean ocean for our children and hope
for the future. Thank you, Thomas! Thank you, SCAPE!

Megan O’Meara

Ruston Slager & Ava Everett at HTO’s booth during Earth Day

OURNEWADDRESS:

Heal the Ocean
2040 Alameda Padre Serra #224
Santa Barbara, CA 93103

LockboxMail:
P.O. Box 90106

Santa Barbara, CA 93190
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When Heal the Ocean formed during a public demonstration
on the steps of the County Administration Building on August
19, 1998, I said these words to the crowd that had gathered to
protest the miserable state of Santa Barbara’s closed beaches.

HTO co-founder Jeff Young had originally led me into a new
field I’d never known – DNA testing in the environment.
Surfers had asked for help with the Rincon, complaining of
health problems every time they surfed there. They felt the
Rincon homeowners were denying their septic systems had
anything to do with the problem.

“We have to get into DNA,” Jeff said.

With the help of Jean-Michel Cousteau, who sponsored the formation of our non-profit
foundation and became a HTO Board member, HTO immediately raised $60,000, and created
a collaborative effort with Santa Barbara County Environmental Health Services (EHS) in one
of the first environmental DNA tests in this country. The results were conclusive: the major
percentage of pollution in the Rincon lagoon was human.

We were off and running. We worked with Carpinteria Sanitary District to pull in state funds
($425,000) to do the EIR for the project. We pulled in funds for the sewer engineering studies.
Later we pulled in another $2 million to help homeowners pay for the sewer construction itself.

We were into getting a lot of money for the “highest technology we have, nothing less.”
We worked with County EHS to allocate $2 million in funds brought in by Assemblyperson
Hannah-Beth Jackson for septic-to-sewer work. We raised $75,000 to spur the City of
Santa Barbara into contracting with the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) to study the ground-
water/leaking sewer pipe connection. We hired a team of researchers to put together a wastewater
report for the State of California.

And THEN, we scored a $333K state grant (Prop 50 Clean Beaches Initiative) grant to pay for a
3-year study of the Montecito Sewer outfall, which discharges off Butterfly Beach very close to
shore. HTO raised additional funds to augment this report.

As you will see in the pages of this newsletter, Heal the Ocean is now concentrating on the
work of exposing the failure of our clean water agencies to act or enforce. We will still lobby
for outside funds that can help pay for clean water projects, but we are no longer raising funds
to pay for studies, because enough studies have been done. It is time to act, and it is time
to enforce. Heal the Ocean can focus on this aspect of clean water work by simplifying the
workings of our organization.

Thank you for helping,

Hillary Hauser
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HI FROM HILLARY

Thank you, Poehler-Stremel
CharitableTrust!

HTO once again extends its deep thanks to the Phyllis S.
Poehler/Walter E. Stremel Charitable Trust, St. Paul,
Minnesota, for the funds to publish this newsletter and
to continue our other avenues of outreach! We thank Bill,
Pam & Lily Poehler of Santa Barbara (long-time HTO
supporters) for their enthusiasm – it means much to us.

“The ocean deserves the highest
technology we have, nothing less.”
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I S SUES . . . I S SUES . . . I S SUES . . .

WASTEWATER
RECYCLING
As a member of the Santa Barbara County
Integrated Regional Water Management
(IRWM) 2012 steering committee, HTO
continues to track the progress of the
development of the South Coast Recycled
Water Development Plan for the Santa
Barbara County south coast. In May 2011
the Department of Water Resources,
Sacramento, recommended that the Santa
Barbara County IRWM receive the full
requested amount of $3 million (including
$500,000 for the GSD upgrade). HTO has
lobbied heavily for a Planning Grant of
$100,000 for a Recycled Water
Development Plan, which is expected to be
approved by the State some time during
the summer 2012. This plan will identify
the most cost-effective ways to expand
recycled water use in Santa Barbara’s south
coast, and in its role on the IRWM steer-
ing committee, HTO is committed to
making sure the cost estimates for recycled
water development include the cost of
removing all contaminants (CECs). We
continue to believe that recycled waste-
water is one way of keeping wastewater out
of the ocean.

The strength of Heal the Ocean’s mission lies in our achievement of actual physical change to wastewater infrastructure that impacts the ocean.
We are proud to give the following updates on construction schedules for infrastructure improvements that are taking place today because of work we’ve
done in the past.

HTOWEIGHS INONASBS ISSUE
“ASBS” stands for Area of Special Biological Significance,” and includes pristine California shoreline areas like Shelter Cove, Carmel,
San Clemente Island and Monterey Bay. In May 2011 the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) released its plan for monitoring
discharges into an ASBS as subject to conditions in an Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR) for exceptions to the California Ocean Plan.
This draft included only “nonpoint” discharges (storm water and other nonpoint discharges). The State Board completely omitted the subject of
wastewater discharge.

HTO has long made its position known on this subject to the State Board. In some ASBSs, the discharge is into shallow water – Shelter Cove
receives wastewater discharge in 0' of water (the tide pool area)!

The State Board’s system of blanket exception to Wastewater Treatment Plants (WWTPs) discharging into ASBSs is explained in the Draft PEIR
as being reasonable because each WWTP has to comply with discharge and monitoring requirements of their NPDES permits, so that therefore,
these discharges are “covered.”

HTO has pointed out to the state that NPDES permits are for “ocean receiving waters,” and not areas of special biological significance, and that
the Draft PEIR even states that WWTP self-monitoring has resulted in acknowledged data gaps and the lack of coordinated coast wide informa-
tion. Further, these efforts in general were not designed to assess compliance with the Ocean Plan prohibition against waste discharge to ASBS and the goal to
maintain natural water quality in ASBS”.

HTO has requested a specific program of exception, evaluation and monitoring for wastewater discharges into ASBS. Stay tuned!

HTOPLATFORM
The following five areas of our action,
which you can read on this and the
following 3 pages, are contained in
HTO’s mission statement:

• Sewage – no pathogens in discharge
• Septic systems – remove from
improper areas

• Non-Point Pollution/StormWater
• Ocean dumping
• Leaching landfills & dumps

CONSTRUCTION
STARTING FOR
GSDUPGRADE
The Goleta Sanitary District (GSD)
construction of its wastewater plant upgrade
to full secondary treatment standards may
come in more than a year sooner than
required! When HTO defeated GSD’s
application for another five-year 301(h)
waiver in 2002, the Regional Water Quality
Control Board stipulated that GSD would
be full secondary by November 1, 2004. In
April 2011, the Goleta Sanitary District
(GSD) awarded PCL Construction, Inc.,
Arizona, a notice to proceed on building
the wastewater treatment plant, and PCL
is following an ambitious schedule to have
the plant upgrade finished by May 2013.
The other good news is that construction
bids for the upgrades came in about 20%
lower than anticipated, with the original
$50 million price tag coming down to about
$43.5 million. (In our position on the Santa
Barbara County Integrated Regional Water
Management (IRWM) 2012 steering com-
mittee, HTO lobbied for $500,000 in
Proposition 84 funds to help pay for the
cost of GSD upgrade, and those funds were
approved by the State in May 2011. HTO
is proud of this one – the effect on ocean
water quality will be tangible!

HTOResearch Included in
Literature Review
The literature review for the Santa
Barbara south coast RecycledWater
Development Plan includes 3 HTO
reports:Metcalf & Eddy cost study
of tertiary treatment for Santa
Barbara South Coast (2001); HTO
CaliforniaWastewater Inventory
(2010); andWater Reclamation
Research (Ian Adam 2000). All three
reports are posted on HTO’s website
www.healtheocean.org.
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AB 885 – GETTING SEPTIC REGS
IN PLACE
In February 2011 Coast Law Group, Encinitas, filed a lawsuit on
behalf of Heal the Ocean and Heal the Bay, Santa Monica, challeng-
ing the failure of the California State Water Resources Control Board
(SWRCB) to adopt regulations or standards for the permitting and
operating of septic systems as required by Assembly Bill 885 and the
California Water Code. AB 885, authored by former Assembly
Member Hannah-Beth Jackson in 1999, was signed into law in
September 2000, and the SWRCB was required to adopt regulations
or standards for the permitting or operation of septic systems by
January 1, 2004.

Although the SWRCB held numerous public meetings over the years
and put forth revision after revision, no regulations materialized. The
lawsuit is a “friendly nudge” to the State to get going for real on
implementing this bill, and HTO/HTB are holding good rounds of
dialogue to get the regulations in place. Hannah-Beth Jackson has
been hired by HTO to help move this issue forward.

As a result of the lawsuit the SWRCB immediately proposed a
schedule for implementing the public process for AB 885, holding
scoping meetings in May 2011. In November 2011 the State Board
will release a draft policy and supplemental environmental documen-
tation to the public. The revised draft policy will be released to the
public in March 2012 for comment, and in July 2012 AB 885 will be
adopted by the SWRCB. HTO and Heal the Bay have stayed their
legal action while the process moves forward, and are keeping watch
to make sure that not only progress gets made in a timely fashion but
that the policy contains decent language.

ATTHETOP OF HTO’S 5-POINT MISSION: SEPTIC SYSTEMS

OTHERAREASOF
SEPTICWORK…
The last of the Hannah-Beth Jackson $2 million Septic-to-Sewer
fund has been spent on a Wastewater Management Plan for Los
Olivos, a north Santa Barbara County town connected with an
existing groundwater quality problem in the Santa Ynez Uplands
Groundwater Basin (impacting the Santa Ynez River). A $250,000
engineering study was awarded to AECOM (Ventura office) in
March 2011 for the study, which will focus on the downtown area
of Los Olivos, which is entirely on septic systems. The wastewater
plan will evaluate a combination of wastewater treatment options
such as advanced treatment systems; onsite wastewater treatment
system (OWTS) pre-treatment and pumping/trucking; communal
“Step” systems; package plant systems, and tertiary treatment for a
communal OWTS.

Since 2000, when the “HBJ $2 million” came into Santa Barbara
County, HTO has been working with Santa Barbara County
Environmental Health Services to lobby EHS to releasing funds to
particular projects.Mission Canyon Community Plan: HTO has
asked the County of Santa Barbara Planning Commission for
stronger mitigation measures and more stringent standards in the
matter of septic systems being installed on upper Mission Canyon
properties that do not have sewer available. It is estimated that the
eventual build-out of Mission Canyon will add 70 septic systems to
the 235 that already exist in upper Mission Canyon. The area was
given a Medium-High Problem Rating in the Santa Barbara County
Questa Septic System Sanitary Survey due to the combination of very
difficult soil-geologic conditions in most of the area, and proximity to
a 303(d) listed water body. Read HTO’s letter on our website,
www.healtheocean.org.

SOUTHCOAST SEPTICTO SEWERPROJECTMOVING
TOWARDCONSTRUCTION
The South Coast Beach Communities Septic-to-Sewer project, which will convert Sandyland Cove,
Sand Point and Rincon from septic to sewer, is proceeding forward with final plans, design refine-
ments, Environmental Impact Report (EIR) addendums and other procedural matters, as well as
contractor bids. Yes, there have been delays, but the project is moving forward! A contracting bid
was expected
to be awarded for Sandyland and Sand Point during summer 2011, but is delayed a few months,
until Fall 2011, while the Carpinteria Sanitary District (CSD) seeks more competitive prices.

When the Rincon portion of the project hit a permitting snag with Cal Trans, former
Assemblymember Hannah-Beth Jackson was contracted by HTO to help untangle the delay. Her
expert political help, paid for by the Tomchin Family Charitable Foundation, led to the hands-on
assistance of 35th District Assemblymember Das Williams and his aide Hillary Blackerby, who
made
a site visit to the Carpinteria bluffs area to assess the changes Cal Trans was suggesting. Result?
Permit (original route) granted! CSD Craig Murray hopes that actual construction of the Rincon
portion of the project can begin during the second half of 2012.

Thank you, Das! Thank you Hillary Blackerby!
Thank you Hannah-Beth Jackson and Cheryl Tomchin!

Help for HTO! Das on winning night with
Hannah-Beth Jackson

Since our formation in 1998, HTO has focused on health risks and environmental harms caused by septic systems improperly sited in areas of high
groundwater, poor soils or next to creeks and beaches.
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In many areas of the City of Santa Barbara – primarily along the waterfront, in the 101 Garden Street underpass corridor, the Cabrillo Plaza and
in the industrial area west of Milpas Street – what lies below the ground is a combination of toxic soils and polluted groundwater. In some cases
the soil has been so polluted that it has had to be taken to a toxic landfill for disposal. Heal the Ocean has been dogging this issue for years, and
Helene Gardner, PhD in environmental toxicology, has helped us get a handle on what pollution is where. Studying the State Water Quality
Control Board (SWQCB) GeotTracker website, Helene assembled a chart of monitoring wells and the pollutants that are in them, together with a
synopsis as to how much of this problem remains unremedied.

HTO executive director Hillary Hauser and Helene Gardner met with Santa Barbara City officials (creek, public works, and water departments)
on this issue, and the City’s response was to send us a chore list of things – of items to research and help them with – and they asked us to look
within various departments of the City for information they couldn’t find (!) In addition, HTO has been in touch with the Regional Water Quality
Control Board about this massive groundwater pollution issue, and in one response, the Regional Board staff asked HTO to find financial help to
remedy one of the most toxic properties they can’t seem to regulate. Stay tuned!

I S SUES . . . I S SUES . . . I S SUES . . .

HTOCHARTSTOXICGROUNDWATER

911
We want to remind all HTOmembers that anyone needing to
call in a sewage spill can simply call 911. The dispatch will be
immediately directed to the appropriate agency, such as the fire
department or sanitary district, for an emergency response.
This goes for the City of Santa Barbara, and the County, too.

ILLEGAL POLLUTINGACTIVITIES
If you see illegal leaf blowing into the gutters, or washing
of sidewalks into the gutters, or anything that doesn’t
look right to you, call the HTO office right away
(805) 965-7570. We will have the appropriate City
or County official out to the site immediately!
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In 1999, during the earliest days of HTO, someone came into our office
with a vial of putrid water collected from the wall of the 101 freeway
south onramp at Garden Street. We had it tested – and the bacterial
readings were off the charts. The odors in this area are well known to
Santa Barbara residents, especially the employees at the Home
Improvement Center, who have been known to get nauseous breathing
the fumes.

HTO chased this issue for years, and have been led astray by officials
with the City of Santa Barbara, who said this area – official address 132
Garden Street – only consisted of a wood-mulching company. Because
of our complaints to the Regional Water Quality Control Board, the
owner of the mulching company began to cover the area with tarps dur-
ing a rain.

RWQCB staff has told HTO that the “City never
operated a dump on the east side,” and that the water-
front area had been filled with earthquake rubble “and
some amounts of refuse.” However, Disposal Site
Inspection reports prepared by Santa Barbara County
Environmental Health Services as late as 2007 states
the Facility Name as the “Old Santa Barbara City
Dump at Montecito and Garden Street.”

HTO also went into Santa Barbara News-Press micro-
fiche records at the Santa Barbara Public Library, and
found a October 11, 1950 article about the City
expanding its dump operations at Las Positas (now
Elings Park), and in this article, Santa Barbara Mayor
Norris Montgomery notes that “the present dumpsite
on the Fox property (Elings Park) was taken over
“seven or eight years ago” (1947-1948) “…when the
City was evicted from the Southern Pacific property
on the lower east side.”

The Southern Pacific railroad property, where the City operated a land-
fill before moving out to Las Positas, is 132 Garden Street. HTO has
unearthed engineering documents that have identified this address as an
old landfill site.

Why is all this sleuthing important? One cannot cover up a landfill
with dirt and leave. It has to monitored, capped, controlled, dug up –
remediated. Also, the waterfront area was originally a wetlands extend-
ing as far back as the north side of the 101 Freeway. The “earthquake
rubble” thrown into the wetlands to make land to build on was not
benign. It consisted of all sorts of toxic materials, trash and other offal.
When it rains, the groundwater and what would have been marsh water
rises through the dump (and all the “earthquake rubble” and toxic waste
everywhere else, for that matter), and drains out into the ocean through
Laguna Channel, or through the groundwater itself.

It is senseless to spend millions on cleaning up the
Laguna Channel, when the source of pollution to
the Laguna Channel is landfilled material sitting in
groundwater, or earthquake rubble and trash sitting
in groundwater.

HTO is in the process of getting to the bottom of
this mess, including the landfill that lies beneath
the wood chipping business at 132 Garden Street,
which leaks out of the freeway wall, down into the
gutter and storm drains, and thence to the Laguna
Channel. Go to www.healtheocean.org to read
HTO’s letter to the Regional Water Quality
Control Board about this unmitigated disaster!

Aerial view of 132 Garden Street

The leaking wall at Garden Street 101 onramp South

WHERE’STHEDUMP?
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HTO JUNIORCOUNCILORGANIZES
REGULAR BEACHCLEANUPS

At its April 2011 meeting, the founding members of Heal the Ocean’s Junior Council voted to
organize regular, monthly beach cleanups on all Santa Barbara south county beaches beginning
Fall, 2011.

The scope of this regular beach-cleaning
service will extend from Goleta to
Rincon. High school students from all
over the Santa Barbara south county will
gather with the HTO-JCs to help with
an important issue they feel strongly
about. Community members are wel-
come and encouraged to join the impor-
tant events, too.

By making the beach cleaning service
regular, the HTO Junior Council hopes
to improve the beach experience for

everyone in south Santa Barbara
County. “By making the beach
cleanups a priority the Santa
Barbara community will see
noticeable improvements at the
local beaches with the help of
these incredible teenagers,” says
Megan O’Meara, HTO-JC
Programs Director.

The beach cleanups will be held
on the first Sunday of every month starting in September 2011 from 2:00 p.m. to 4 p.m. To
receive community service hours, students must come ready to pick up trash: reusable gloves are
required, pails are desired.

Heal the Ocean Junior Council’s newly launched website www.htoJuniorCouncil.org has posted
an informative event schedule for the beach cleanups, as well as other activities of the HTO-JC.

HTO-JCMONTHLY
BEACHCLEANUP
SCHEDULE

Beginning September 4, 2011
with Goleta Beach, the HTO Junior
Council and its associated high school
clubs will begin a regular monthly
cleaning schedule of local beaches,
to take place on the first Sunday

of every month!

Volunteers are welcomed to join
the JCs and their High School Clubs.
Check the Junior Council Website

www.htojuniorcouncil.org
to find out which beach is next,
and where the meeting place is!

Beach Cleaning Schedule 2011-2012

September: Goleta Beach

October: More Mesa

November: Arroyo Burro
December: Mesa Lane

January: Shoreline

February: Leadbetter Beach
&West Beach

March:Waterfront&East Beach

April: Butterfly Beach

May:Hammonds &Miramar
(to Fernald Pt.)

June:Summerland

July:Carpinteria Bluffs

August:Rincon

HOTLINE: If you see a beach in
tremendous need of cleaning, call
Megan O’Meara at the HTO office!
805 965-7570,

HTO JCs at a Beach Cleanup, L to R: Elise
Scheuermann, Cecily Sanchez & Penn Stussy

ABOUTTHE
HTO JUNIORCOUNCIL
The HTO Junior Council was formed in March 2010, when it took on the Santa
Barbara County Doggy Bag program at South County beaches after the County
suspended filling dog bag dispensers. Council members are high school students
from every local high school in South Santa Barbara County, each developing a
club at their respective schools.

To have a look at the activities of the Junior Council go to
www.htoJuniorCouncil.org.

For more information, contact: Megan O’Meara
Junior Council Programs Director Megan@HealTheOcean.org
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HTO honorary chair Julia Louis-Dreyfus introduces founding JC members to
HTO 2010 Gala Event crowd at the Biltmore Hotel
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DOGGY DISPENSER PROGRAM

HTOLAUNCHES
DOGGYDISPENSER
SPONSORSHIP
PROGRAM
The cost of filling those doggy bag dispensers at
Santa Barbara south coast beaches (and some
parks) is considerable, and with the help of our
generous donors, Heal the Ocean has been keep-
ing pace with raising just enough money to pay for
the bags, which the County orders in $2,500 lots.

To accelerate and secure this program, HTO is
now working with Santa Barbara County Parks &
Recreation to facilitate one-year agreements with
businesses that will front the annual cost of the
bags for individual dispensers, receiving in return a
highly visible one-year ad on the dispenser. Bright,
cheerful, individualized stickers for the dispensers
are being designed by Megan O’Meara, HTO’s
talented Programs Administrator.

Megan, who is also Programs Director for HTO’s
Junior Council, has a big background in design
and marketing, and in 2005 won the Creativity
Award from the Business & Industry Associates of
Santa Barbara. She can create a wonderful design
for your business! Megan is now conducting out-
reach to businesses, facilitating the contracts
between participating businesses and the County,
and will be happy to design your one-year sticker
for the doggy bag dispenser of your choice.

Thank you, Santa Barbara Middle School and
Sandra O’Meara, CPA, for being the first to sign
up for sponsorship of dispensers – at Miramar
Beach steps and Hammonds Trail (Middle
School) and Goleta Beach east parking lot
(O’Meara)!

For the list of available dispensers and their prices,
please contact Megan O’Meara,
Megan@HealTheOcean.org, or call (805) 965-
7570, or her cell phone 805-618-0082. SPECIALDOGGY BAG

THANKS
Heal the Ocean owes a big debt of gratitude to the
Andrew D. Busch Family Foundation for funding
the first huge lot of doggy bags to launch the HTO
doggy bag program in March 2010. We also thank
Ron & Stacy Pulice for providing significant funds
to keep it moving forward, and thanks also to the
Anonymous donor who paid to have a dispenser
(and bags) installed on the Ventura County side of
the Rincon. And thanks to all the wonderful dogs
who continue to donate bags. All this help has a
direct effect on the cleanliness of our beaches! Woof!
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Steve & Carole Halsted
Jean & Stanley Harfenist
Sean Hecht
Lyndon Lea
John Maienza & Gregg Wilson
Henry & Nanette Nevins/
Nevins/Lewbel Property Mgmt.

James Nigro & Marni Blau
John Robinson & Francesca Cava
Claire Turner
Susan Venable & Charles Vinick

$2,000 - $2,999
Larry & Wendy Barels/Aqueos Corp.
Georgia & Ted Funsten
Kenneth & Nancy Goldsholl/
M&M Foundation

Ron & Peggy Gouger/
Gouger Family Trust

Great Pacific Iron Works/Patagonia
Fred Herzog/Zog Industries
Jillian Hoffman & Pete Muller
Hutton Foundation
Jack & Kim Johnson/
Johnson Ohana Charitable
Foundation

Moms in Motion
Ted Roche/Aqueos Corporation
Randy Weiss
Douglas & Dina Wilson

$1,000 - $1,999
Anonymous
Evan & Pat Aptaker
Pat & Ernie Brooks
Glenn Bucksbaum
Frank & Bonnie Burgess
Inga & Jack Canfield
Mark Chaconas
Zora & Les Charles
Brian & Carrie Chee
Roger & Sarah Chrisman
Caldecot & Isabella Chubb
David & Patti Cornwall
Deckers Outdoor
Jim & Deanna Dehlsen
Susan Eng-Denbaars &
Steve DenBaars

Elizabeth B. Denison/
Denison Family Foundation

Rae & Dan Emmett
Graham & Sara Farrar

FLIR Systems, Inc.
Robert & Cindy Gelber
Ted Greene
Scott Harcourt
Jan Hill & Margaret Cafarelli
Jed & Kathy Hirsch
David & Judy Jones
Tone A. Kearns
Pat & Mike Kelley
La Centra-Sumerlin Foundation
Judith Little
Mike & Laura Lodato
Ginger Salazar & Brett Matthews
Dave & Elizabeth Mazess/
In honor of Val & Blaine Lando

Ronald & Susan Morrow/
Capital Group Companies
Charitable Foundation

Devon Geiger Nielsen
Victoria Pauley
Christine Ryerson/
In memory of Jim Ryerson

Santa Barbara Kids Magazine
Leanne Schlinger/
Schlinger Family Foundation

Peter & Nini Seaman
Phil Seed
Mary Jane & Ronald Steele
Thomas & Barbara Stevens
Shawn & Paula Stussy
Jill Schulz & Aaron Transki
Steve & Robin Ward
Deanna Wassom
Tom & Cynthia White
Carol Wilder
George & Judith Writer, Jr./
Writer Family Foundation

$500 - $999
Peter & Becky Adams/
In memory of Karin Young

Anonymous
Cooper Allebrand/Turpin Family
Foundation

Christina & David Allison
In honor of Helen Parra

Lee Bacon/
In honor of Hillary Hauser

Thomas Barrack
R.F. & Jan Baxter
Brent & M. Susan Bickett
Kelly Brown/Natural Café
Wendel Bruss
Harris Carr & Margaret Guy
Valerie Cavanaugh &
William Kerstetter

Dennis & Susan Chiavelli
Marian Clayton
Heidi Clever

Marcia & Jamie Constance
Thomas & Nancy Crawford
Eliot Crowley & Debra Geiger/
The B&B Foundation

Edward & Suzanne Eubanks
David & Monica Fishman
Roberta & Stan Fishman
Stuart & Deborah Fuss
Doug Hamilton
Christopher & Charlotte Haskel
Mike Hoover
Susan & Palmer Jackson
Brad & Susan Jendersee
John Kendall
Dick & Peggy Lamb
Christopher & Connie Lambert
Terilynn Langsev
In honor of Helen Langsev

Naila & Peter Lewis
Martin & Deborah Lynch
Marilyn Magid
Judy McKee
Frank Meister
Margaret Miller & Dean Dawson
Mark Moseley
Joan Pascal & Ted Rhodes
Nick Presniakov
Jack Rapke/
In honor of Steve Starkey

Jennifer Rapp
Tony & Kyra Rogers
Howard & Nan Schow
Sam & Sherilyn Scranton
Stephen Segal
Molly & Hector Seguel
Kenneth & Elizabeth Slaught
Eric & Patricia Swenson
The Montessori Center School
Browm Dr.
Cathy Miller Thomas
Ben C. Trust
Polly & George Turpin/Turpin Family
Charitable Foundation

Perry E. Tyler
Sam Wallop
Adam White
Gaylord & Carol Wilcox
Jonathan & Elise Wygant

$250 - $499
Ayers Automotive Repairs
Ron Beardsley
Stephen & Maria Black
Jeanne & Fred Bradley
Steve & Chris Brown/
In memory of Eric Brown

Jessica Cashman
Janice & Ronald Chase/
In memory of Ralph Hazard

With Deep Appreciation
Heal the Ocean sends its sincere thanks to these contributors who have helped assure the success of our campaign
for a clean and healthy ocean. This roster records donations made from January 2010 to the present. If your name has
been omitted, we sincerely apologize and ask that you please call (805) 965-7570 so that we can correct our records.
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Marcia & John Mike Cohen/
In memory of John Robinson

Charles & Brynn Crowe
Heather Hudson Crummer
Aubert & Pamela De Villaine
Jettie Edwards
Robert & Christine Emmons
Christine Fancher
Greg & Elisabeth Fowler
Gary & Hermine Gallup
Sandra Garcia
Robert Hansen
Lynne M. Harkins
William W. Hildreth
Barbara Hill
Leonard & Melanie Judson
John Lyon
Patrick & Jes MaHarry
Ann Marshall Trust
Jon McCammond & Mary Bucholtz
Steve McLaughlin & Cath Webb
Deborah Monroe
Susan M. Powers
Nanci Robertson Family/
Balboa Building

Carin Sage/
In honor of Steve Starkey’s birthday

Dr. Arent (Barry) & Jean Schuyler
Evelyn W. Shafer
Jeremy Tittle
Paul & Evan Turpin/Turpin Family
Charitable Foundation

Sander & Virginia Vanocur
Steve & Chrissy Waterman
Gordon Wright
Jeff & Jana Young
Young Construction

$200 - $249
Joe Andrulaitis &
Brian & Judi Cearnal

Bruce & Judy Anticouni
Adam & Penny Bianchi II
Hannah Bradley
Cal Mountain Oaks LLC
Martin Conoley & Kathryn Mead
Donnelley Erdman
Janet & Don French
Dick & Lorinda Johnson
Joseph & Mary Kennedy/
In memory of Rosemarie Kennedy

J. Kenny
Don & Claire Lake
Efale McFarland
Mitchell Morehart
Tom & Kari Niehaus
Melissa Riparetti-Stepien/
In memory of Jim Riparetti

Catherine Rose
John & Ruth Rowe
Angelo Salvucci
Charles A Seigel III
Robert & Susan Shand
James & Ingrid Shattuck
Virginia Sloan
Bob & Dawn Stout
Sam & Sandra Tyler

Chris & Leslie Voss
$100 - $199
Geoffrey C.S. Adams/
In memory of Christopher Cutler
Steven Allaback & Cynthia Davis/
In honor of the kids

American Silkscreen
Anonymous
Henry & Nancy Armstrong
Dennis Arutian &
Dana Zeolla-Arutian

MJ & Brad Bakove/
In memory of Dolly Keir

Ward Bayly
Joe & Kathy Beyers/
In honor of Richard Jamgochian

Norman & Rita Blau
Winston & Carole Bumpus
Perry Cabugos & Sammy Case
Mike & Lynne Cage
Heather Lynn Callin/
In honor of Jes MaHarry

Francesca Cava/
In memory of John Robinson

Deborah Lee Clark
David & Jeannie & Roxy Clark/
In memory of Maxine Knight Clark

Jose Cofino
Barnaby & Mary Conrad
Lucinda Cunningham
Bob & Alea Cunningham
Natalie Cutler/
In honor of Chris

Mrs. Gwen Taylor Dawson
Connie & Dennis Doheny/
In honor of Susan Yates &
Brandon Doheny

Mr. & Mrs. William W. Drewry III
Ilana Eden
Marsha & John Elleston
D. Maile Ellington
John Fox
Ronald J. & Carole A. Fox
Dorenda Freedman
Bernard & Joan Fried
John & Elizabeth Gerig
Cliff & Nicola Ghersen
Steven Gilbar & Inge Gatz
Laurie & George Glerum/
In memory of Shirley Tanner

Andrew & Penelope Gottlieb
Neal Graffy & Anne Dahlgren
Roy & Barbara Harthorn
Paul W. Hartloff, Jr./
In memory of Irma Maria Stanley

Jeffrey Hayden & Eva Marie Saint
Tim & Suzanne Hayes
Diana Miller & Brian Hershkovitz
Sue Jamgochian
Ken & Stephanie Jamgochian
Glen & Lisa Jordan
Rick & Cindy Jorgensen
Matthew & Victoria Juarez
R.B. & Connie Kennelly
Kasey Kersnowski
Peter & Barbara Lackner
Mark Levy/
In honor of Adam Rhodes

Sarah Jane Lind
Betty Little
Ernie & Linda Lugdon/
In memory of Frank Louda

Miguel Lunceford
Leslie & Nicklas Lundgren
MacFarlane, Faletti & Co.LLP
Jane Marks
Maurie McGuire/
In memory of Frank Magid

Allyn McLerie & George Gaynes
Robert & Linda Meyer
William M Meyer/
In memory of Christopher Timothy
Cutler

Chuck & Amanda Minsky
James F. Mitchell
Drs. Robert Nagy and Julie Taguchi
Dennis & Carolyn Naiman
Kevin Osburn, M.D.
William Otto, D.V.M.
William & Carol Palladini
Lisa & Alan Parsons
Patagonia/ Corporate Matching
Program

Anne & Todd Pazier
Heloise & Sandy Power
George & Marlene Riemer
Richard & Thekla Sanford
Santa Barbara Consignment Co.
Dr. Bob Saunders/
In memory of ‘Busted’ the cat

Lee & John Scheuermann/
In memory of Sarah Gronna

Mark Schildhauer & Joyce Gauvain/
In memory of Dolores Bootay

Christiane Schlumberger
Shubin & Donaldson Architects, Inc.
Nancy Shutt
Gary & Diana Simpson
Bob & Tomi Sollen
Garrett & Ginny Speirs
Nancy Steele & Peck Euwer
Sarah Stout/
In memory of Bart Stout

Rosalind Stubenberg
C.K. & Hadda Swann
The French Press
Sue Trescher
John & Pamela Van Atta
Thomas A.Van Meter, M.D.
Phillip & Sarah Vedder
Jim & Sherry Villanueva
Santi & Gayla Visalli
Pamela Weeks
Bernice & Louis Weider
Jay Winford
Arlene Withrow/
In memory of Harold Williams

Barbara Woods
Donald & Caroline Young
Bill & Mary Zeldis

to $99
Lesley Alexander
Susan Anderson/
In honor of Susan Yates

Shane & Genny Anderson

Giovanna Anghera-Munoz/
In memory of Aurelio Anghera

Anonymous
Anonymous
Melissa Aouate/
In honor of Olivia Erschen’s birthday

Tal Avitzur
George & Betty Baffa
Holly Bamber/
In memory of Benjamin E. Hills

Eva Barberi
Jeff Beane
Norrine Besser
Jude Bijou
Diana Jo & Donald Blackwill/
In memory of Ferdinand Domingue

Ron Blitzer
Marianne Bloom
Travis & Debra Bower
Thomas & Margie Bowman/
In honor of Talie Cutler’s birthday

Leslie Brice
Annette Burden
Vincent & Deborah Burns
Congresswoman Lois Capps
Cars 4 Causes
Pam Caswell/
In memory of Hank & Jean Schneider

Manuela & Rob Cavaness
Gaelyn Chambers/
In honor of Robin de Brauwere

Barbara Chaney
Darlene Chirman
Robert Cibull
Dr. John & Joy Clark
Alex & Anne Cole
Jim & Jolene Colomy
Giovanni Comin
Kathy & Bill Crevier
Sean & Dierdre Daly
Steve Daniels
Andrew & Adrianne Davis
Lydia Deems &William Prothero, Jr./
In honor of the Tuna

Michael & Mimi deGruy
Anne Doubilet
Kathleen Duval
Peter & Shirley Edwards
Neil Elliott
Cherie Erickson
Diane Evans & Tom Farr
Janet V. Eyre
Peter Falt/
In honor of Maya Clark’s birthday

Steve & Traci Fisher/
In honor of Jed Hirsch’s birthday

Daniel Frank
Valerie Froscher/
In memory of Hughes Morton

Mike Furner
G.E. Foundation
Kathy Gallo
Andrew & Konnie Gault, Jr./
In memory of Katie

Craig Geyer
Joe & Barbara Godley
Charlie Graham
Jane Gray
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Call for E-Mail
addresses
If you would like to receive
electronic notices fromHTO
about upcoming events, please
e-mail your e-mail address to
us: info@healtheocean.org.
In particular, please let us know
if you are interested in receiving
our monthly E-letters!

Juliette Haggh/Raytheon
Charitable Giving

Sarah Hall
Charles B. Hamilton
Dr. Mark Hansen
Andree Harmer/
In memory of Don Harmer,
Ocean lover

Charlene Harris
Hillary Hauser
Steve Hausz
Dr. Jack & Rose Herschorn
Beverly & Preston Holmes
Frank Hood
Annemarie Horner
Stephen & Carolyn Hubbs
Karen Ingram
Michael Iven
Pete & Jen Johnson
Craig Joujon-Roche/
In memory of Edward Joujon-Roche

Mary C. Jumonville/
In memory of John Robinson

Sarah Kass
Patricia Kent
Linda Krop
Roy & Carla Kuklinsky
Marc & Julie Kummel/
In memory of Dave Wass

Dawn Lafitte
David & Sharon Landecker
Robert (Rob) & Mary Ann Latham
Robert & Ellen Lawson
Deborah J. Lee
Wendy Lee/
In memory of Lanny Wright

Lori Lenz
Alan Lionello/
In memory of Gary Wilson

Patricia Lobenberg
Barbara Loebman
Lenore Los
Kimberly Lowell/
In memory of Chrissie & Buster

Peter & Francie Lufkin
Jennifer Lynch
M. Michelle Manos &
Christine P. Chamis/
Geoffrey Jensen’s gift in memory of
Dean Jensen

Carol Marsch
Ria Marsh
Robert & Patricia Mayer
Tyler Mayer
Murray McTigue & Whitney Abbott
Horia & Jane Metiu
Gary & Gerda Meyer
Dianne Miles
Lynda Millner
William & Cynthia Mobraaten
Tom & Kim Modugno
George & Kim Morales/
In memory of Mont Jones

Mark & Shira Musicant
Diana Nguyen/
In honor of Dr. Don Reed

Richard Nordlund
John Oesterle

Lynne Sherman & William Paxson
Rex & Elsa Pay
Monique Perez/
In honor of Liv Erschen & Steve Starkey
Bill, Pam & Lily Poehler
Andrew & Pierrette Prestridge
William Prindle
Keith & Fran Puccinelli
Dr. & Mrs. Carleton Ray
Paul & Kathy Relis
Alan & Marsha Roberson
Steve Ruggles
Ken Ruiz
Eric & Rochelle Schott
Mary-Louise Scully, M.D.
Dorothy Perkins Sewell/
In honor of Robin Berry Schievink

Paul Noury & Dawn Sherry
Duffy & Maida Smith
Kathy Snow & Bendy White
Loren Solin
Shirley Ruxton Soper
Tracey St. Johns
Clay Stanford
Peter & Louise Stettinius
Jean Stine/
In memory of John Robinson

Melanie Stokes/
In memory of John Robinson

Harrison E. Stroud
Teri Taylor
Thacher Family Beach House Trust
Geneva & Charles B.Thornton, Jr.
Kate True/
In honor of Flora’s 11th birthday

Marta & David Turpin
Eloise Uranga
Helene Van Oosten
Michele & Jason Vedder
Nancy Vogel
Patty Volner & Rick Dison
Rick & Laura Vopatek
Lois Waldref
Waves of Change
Nancy Wilkinson
Theresa Yandell
Ruben & Irene Ynzunza
David & Mary Beth Yudovin
Jessica Zeitsoff/
In honor of my wonderful 4th grade
class of the 2010-2011 school year

Jean Zellweger
Cynthia Ziegler

In- Kind Donations
805 Deli
Above All Aviation
Larry & Wendy Barels
Bikini Factory
Patricia & Ernie Brooks
Erin Caird
Thomas Dabney
Lloyd Dallett
Chuck Danford
Dee Tours of Santa Barbara
Michael & Mimi deGruy
El Capitan Canyon

Firestone Winery
Daniel & Ashley Fox
Alan Freeman
Jean-Paul Garcia
Jeremy Harper
Deanna Hatch
Hazard’s Cyclesport
Dr. Jack & Rose Herschorn
Fred Herzog of Zog Industries
Horny Toad/Nau
iFly Hollywood
Jessica Foster Confections
Joe Curren Photography
Kahuna Grill
Kayla Winery
Land and Sea Shark Tours
Connie Lindberg
Los Arroyos
Lucky’s Steakhouse
Jes MaHarry
John Maienza & Gregg Wilson
Ron & Donna Melville
Al Merrick
Montecito Inn
Roger Nance
Paddlesports of Santa Barbara
Francoise & James Park
Patagonia/Great Pacific Ironworks
Porch
Kim Robinson
Sally Ruhl
Rusty’s Surf Ranch
Richard & Thekla Sanford
Santa Barbara Maritime Museum
Laura Sapia
South Coast Deli
Stonehouse Restaurant
Sunburst Printers
Surf-her Skin Care
Terra Sol Garden Center
Heather Tiddens
Victorian Vogue & Costume Shoppe
Susan Vinick
Carrie Vonderhaar
Harold Welch
Tom & Cynthia White

HTOLIBRARY

One of Heal the Ocean’s
important missions is to
commission research that
can be accessed by other
communities and decision-
making bodies across the
country (or around the world!).

Visit our website:
WWW.HealTheOcean.org,
and click on “Library.”

Here, you will find:

• California Ocean
Wastewater Discharge
Report & Inventory for
the State of California
(March 2010) + Google
“Fly-To” Map

• Dangers of Swimming in
Secondary Sewage
(Kator Report)

• Lower Rincon Beach DNA

• Report on the Tajiguas
Landfill

• Cost of Tertiary Wastewater
Treatment for Santa Barbara

• USGS Groundwater Study

• Water Reclamation Research
2000

ORIGINSOF
HEALTHEOCEAN

Heal the Ocean started in
August 1998 following the
publication of a Santa Barbara
News-Press editorial by
Hillary Hauser.

Read this article, “Another Day
at the Beach,” on our website:
WWW.HealTheOcean.org.
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John Robinson, best friend to Heal the Ocean,
died February 2011 in Santa Barbara, from
complications of brain cancer, and with his passing
we have a hole in our hearts.

John served for years on the HTO Board of
Directors, working closely with executive director
Hillary Hauser to launch a programmatic attack
outlined in our five-point mission statement.
HTO was already working on the septic system
problems at Rincon when John observed that
septic system “cluster” overuse was the most likely
cause of Santa Barbara County’s septic system
pollution problems. He made the first septic map
made anywhere in California, identifying “clusters”
of septic systems that could be identified as good
targets for conversion to public sewer.

When Heal the Ocean focused on the problem of
wastewater discharge into shallow waters where people swim and
recreate, John and his wife, NOAA captain Francesca Cava, offered
HTO a day’s use of the deep diving submersible, Deep Rover, to dive
and film the Montecito outfall off Butterfly Beach in 30 feet of water.

For Abtech, an Arizona-based company, John developed the concept
of use of plastics in stormwater filters to remove pollutants and
contaminants, and with Heal the Ocean worked to set up an
experimental “Adopt-a-Drain” program in Santa Barbara using the
Abtech filters. (Abtech went public on February 10, 2011).

When John passed away, it was with amazement that the community
learned what John had accomplished during his lifetime. He was part
of Mission Control during the Apollo 11 moon landing and
continued in that high capacity with the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration (NASA) until after the third moon landing
(Apollo 14, January 31, 1971).

From there, John moved to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA), where he established an intergovernmental
program called the Outer Continental Shelf Environmental
Assessment Program (OCSEAP) in response to the Arab Oil embargo
that rocked the world in 1973 following the Yom Kippur War. At that
time, OCSEAP was Alaska’s largest environmental program with
funding reaching over $100 million over a decade time span.

In 1975, John headed the first US governmental response to the
international Amoco Cadiz oil spill off France and was subsequently
named as the Chief of NOAA’s Hazardous Materials Response
Program (HAZMAT).
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Remembering Special People. . .

The beautiful underwater photograph on our
back cover, "Lamp in the Night," was taken
by HTO Programs Administrator (and prolific
underwater photographer)
Meagan O'Meara
during one of her many
scuba excursions around
the Channel Islands.

Remembering special pets, too…

INMEMORIAM:

JOHNROBINSON
1938 - 2011

During his long and successful career with
NOAA, John was appointed as the government’s
chief scientist for the response to the Exxon Valdez
oil spill in Alaska (1989), and the Kuwait oil fires
and oil spills in 1991. A year later, in 1992, he
organized a 100-day research cruise to the Persian
Gulf, aboard the 240 ft. NOAA research vessel
Mt. Mitchell with scientists from Europe, the
United States and every Gulf country but Iraq, but
including Iran, examining the impact of the
world’s largest oil spill on this sensitive marine
environment. Following this historic research
cruise, John led a series of environmental peace
talks with scientists from Israeli, Palestine and
several Middle Eastern countries, focused on
simulated oil spill response meetings in Santa
Barbara and Monterey.

For his actions in the Persian Gulf War, the U.S. Department of
Commerce awarded John its Gold Medal, the highest award given by
this agency.

During all this time John was involved in several other projects. For
one thing, John headed the team of scientists and marine workers who
led Humphrey the Whale out of San Francisco Bay twice, in 1985
and 1990, when Humphrey strayed into the Bay and up into the
Sacramento Delta.

One of John’s important legacies to the world is his creation of the
Computer Aided Management Engineer Operation (“CAMEO”)
program, now in use all over the world on fire trucks. CAMEO allows
first responders to compute wind speed and direction together with
chemical weight of hazardous material spilled, to immediately
calculate the area needing evacuation.

The critical importance of the CAMEO program became horrifically
apparent during the 9/11 disaster, when crucial hazmat information
was relayed to a commanding post offsite, allowing commanding
chiefs to process the information and relay instructions to fire
personnel working on site in the disaster area.

After John had retired from NOAA in 1994, he moved to Santa
Barbara, where his wife, Francesca Cava (a NOAA captain), had been
manager of the Santa Barbara Channel Islands National Marine
Sanctuary and also manager of the National Geographic’s Sustainable
Seas program. This is when John and Heal the Ocean met, and we are
forever blessed because of it.

L to R: Cappi, Chrissee (left) & Buster (right), and Leia.

Beloved, departed
pets have been
memorialized
through HTO’s
doggy bag program.
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