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On January 26, 2005, the Santa Barbara County Planning Commission approved the extension 

USGS TO TEST
GROUNDWATER

of sewer service from the Summerland Sanitary 
District to the Pacifi ca Graduate Institute. Pacifi ca 
is located near the bottom of the Toro Canyon 
area on Lambert Road, serving as many as 135 
students and/or faculty a day. 

For Heal the Ocean, this decision by the Plan-
ning Commission represents a major step toward 
an overall movement to get rid of heavy septic use 
in areas of creeks, 
shallow groundwater 
and improper soils, 
where leachfi eld ma-
terials can mix with 
groundwater, creeks, 
and eventually the 
ocean. 

Toro Canyon 
was identifi ed long 
ago by HTO as a 
“septic cluster,” and 
the county’s 2003 
Questa Engineer-
ing Report also identifi ed it as a problem spot. 
However, in the long-waged battle over the Toro 
Canyon Plan, the issue of sewer service and in-
creased development presented a concern, shared 
by HTO. We organized meetings with city and 
county offi cials to see if development could be 
controlled some other way than by sewage treat-
ment methods, but these talks bogged down.

The Toro Canyon decision indicates to us 
that there may be wider acceptance by our public 
health offi cials and agency heads regarding the 
reality of the environmental damage being done to 
our watersheds from the overuse of the ground to 
process wastewater.

We are pleased to note, after our incessant 

lobbying, that other septic-to-sewer projects on 
the Santa Barbara south coast are fi nally stirring to 
life also. 

As you read this, the process for fi nancing a 
study (more correctly, engineering plan and cost 
estimate) is going forward for the Braemar/Yan-
kee Farm area, a coastal area of dense septic use, 
which drains at its easterly end into the Arroyo 

Burro watershed. The 
Request for Proposal 
(RFP) for the Braemar/
Yankee Farm study was 
to be fi nished by the 
City on February 15, 
2005.

Following that, the 
city will identify, by 
April 2005, other areas 
that are “logical candi-
dates” for City sewer 
service – including 
small pockets within 

the Las Positas Valley area (where Arroyo Burro 
Creek runs), as well as the Hope/LaCumbre area, 
where residents report trouble with their systems. 
This is the fi rst step in getting engineering studies 
done for these areas, too. 

HTO has been steadily working with the 
county Environmental Health Services to get 
money released from the $2 million in septic-to-
sewer funds brought into the county by former 
Assemblywoman Hannah-Beth Jackson to fi nance 
these studies. We maintain costs and blueprints are 
essential, because without them, residents cannot 
know cost or blueprint/details to make informed 
decisions.

Thanks to ongoing funding from The Ann Jack-
son Family Foundation, our organization has been 
able to step up our investigation of the possibility 
of leaking sewer pipes contaminating groundwater 
beneath the city of Santa Barbara.

In December 2004 we hired Santa Barbara 
grant writer/consultant Stephanie Jamgochian (see 
HTO news, page 6) to raise nearly $400,000 to fund 
a three-year study by the U.S. Geological Survey 
(USGS) to core and sample the groundwater beneath 
the city. 

The “Microbial Contamination of Urban 
Streams and Ocean Beaches” project, as the USGS 
study is called, is focused on the Santa Barbara 
beachfront (Cabrillo Blvd. to the city’s El Estero 
wastewater treatment plant), where groundwater 
is shallow, and beneath the lower parts of Mission 
Creek, where groundwater is also shallow and where 
sewer pipes meet.

This project is the result of collaboration be-
tween HTO, the city of Santa Barbara and USGS, as 
well as UCSB researcher Dr. Patricia Holden, who 
will perform DNA work on groundwater samples 
taken by the USGS hydrologists.

After examining the city’s sewer maintenance 
records, and hiring a leak detection expert to view 
video sewer inspections in areas we identifi ed as 
problematic, the city agreed to collaborate. 

On December 14, 2004, the Santa Barbara city 
council approved funding ($86,000) for the fi rst year 
of the USGS study, based on HTO’s commitment 
to the city to work on raising funds for the city’s 
fi nancial portion of years Two ($234,000) and Three 
($59,000). Year One, now underway, focuses on 
analysis of existing data, Years Two and Three on 
sampling, hydrologic coring and DNA work.

We believe a better understanding of the 
groundwater-ocean pollution link will have vast 
implications not only for Santa Barbara, but for 
coastal communities nationwide.

Rincon lawsuit challenges EIR
On December 1, 2004, three homeowners in the Rincon 

community fi led a lawsuit in Santa Barbara 
Superior Court, challenging the Carpinteria Sanitary 
District (CSD)ʼs certifi cation of the fi nal EIR for the 

“South Coast Beach Communities Septic-to-Sewer Project.”
Heal the Ocean has hired Marco Gonzalez of Coast Law Group, 
LLP, to represent us in this case.  Marco and his entire law fi rm 
are working in tandem with CSDʼs lawyers to fi ght this action.

On February 8, 2005, Santa Barbara superior court judge Thomas 
Anderle ruled that the opposition complaint was “vague, ambigu-
ous and unintelligible...extraordinarily diffi cult to read and follow,” 
and that he had “considerable trouble (fi guring out) what alleged 
defi ciencies were being claimed therein.” Judge Anderle gave the 

opponents 20 days to clarify their claims against the EIR.

Moving off Septics
On January 26, 2005, the Santa Barbara County Planning Commission approved the extension 

Moving off Septics
On January 26, 2005, the Santa Barbara County Planning Commission approved the extension 

HTO progresses on clean-water campaign
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The  win te r  o f 
2004-2005 brought 
Mother Nature’s wrath 
to the entire world. 
During this time, surf-
ers and other ocean 
users in Santa Barbara 
wisely chose to stay out 
of the water. Looking at 

beach reports published in local newspapers, anyone could 
easily see a “W” (warning) by the names of almost every 
beach listed. 

With streets emptying into storm drains, and storm drains 
gushing out to the ocean, the heavy “W” list seemed to point 
to the ocean’s health as being heavily tied to stormwater run-
off, which contains everything unlovely from dog droppings 
and car oil to pesticides and trash. 

At Heal the Ocean, we continue not only to work on the 
stormwater problem, but we are also staying focused on the 
pollution nobody sees during such intense fl ooding events. 

During these times, groundwater levels rise to mix with 
the leachfi elds of septic systems, taking these pollutants to 
sea through unseen, unmonitored, underground channels. 
Sewer treatment plants, overloaded with millions of extra 
gallons of water, cannot adequately treat the enormous infl ow 
of sewage, and the plants let out into the ocean sewage that 
has not been fully treated.

These are among the chief reasons the ocean fares so 
poorly during storms, and Heal the Ocean remains committed 
to combating these problems. 

We are pleased for signifi cant progress. We are now see-
ing the Goleta Sanitary District begin a program of upgrade 
for the sewage it deposits into the ocean a mile off Goleta 
Beach. A major chunk of septic systems is being removed 
from the Toro Canyon watershed. 

Meanwhile, Heal the Ocean is putting the fi nishing 
touches on sewage inventory for the entire state of California 
– tallying up all the sewage coastal communities are putting 
into the ocean along our coastline, with special emphasis on 
shallow water.

We are gratifi ed that our work with state, county and lo-
cal agencies is becoming more collaborative than combative. 
When Heal the Ocean fi rst started, it took much effort to 
convince bureaucrats of the need for close scrutiny of waste-
water handling methods. These days, government offi cials 
are much more responsive when we bring these problems 
to their attention. We still have battles, certainly, and we are 
fortunate to have a great team of lawyers helping us on the 
skirmishes we still must undertake.

On that score, all of us at Heal the Ocean thank each 
and every one of you for your continued loyal, generous 
support. Because of you, we can hire a grant-writer to raise 
the funds needed for a U.S. Geological Survey of potential 
sewage contamination of groundwater beneath the city of 
Santa Barbara. Because of you, we can assemble a sewage 
inventory for the state of California. Because of you, we can 
go to court when we have to.

Our organization has had its strongest year ever, both 
politically and fi nancially. We think this is a clear message 
that the health of the sea is no fad – and that we are all stay-
ing united in our goal to see the ocean returned to a healthy 
state – rain or shine.

Thanks for helping.                                                          

  

  Executive Director, Heal the Ocean

Coast Law Group takes on HTO cases
Heal the Ocean is proud to announce that Marco Gonzalez, a co-founder and partner of 

Coast Law Group LLP in Encinitas, California, has agreed to represent us in a number of our 
campaigns directly related to ocean pollution in Santa Barbara County.

Marco, who received his Doctor of Jurisprudence in 1997 from Northwestern School 
of Law, Lewis and Clark College, Portland, Oregon, has served as Senior Attorney for San 
Diego Baykeeper and as legal coordinator for the Surfrider Foundation, San Diego Chapter. 

When the Goleta Sanitary District sewage upgrade issue became embroiled in a lawsuit 
(GSD vs. the Regional Water Quality Control Board), Marco successfully represented HTO’s 
interest in the case (see page 3). He is now representing us in the “South Coast Beach Com-
munities Septic-to-Sewer Project” lawsuit (see page 1). 

Marco is also working with us to formulate a state legislative approach to the problem 
of sewage disposal practices in the California, based on HTO’s recently completed sewage 
survey (see page 7).

Marco and his partners in Coast Law Group – Gary Sirota, Rory Wicks and Todd Cardiff – are all on HTO’s team 
now. They are also serious surfers, and they will all be participating as “special guest surfers” in the Rincon Clean Water 
Classic on Saturday, February 26 (see page 6). Come by and greet these wonderful helpers to our cause!

Marco Gonzalez



    

WAVING GOODBYE TO WAIVERS
GOLETA UPGRADES

Heal the Ocean platform
Heal the Ocean is a non-profi t citizen’s 
action group with a simple philosophy: 
the ocean can no longer be used as a 
dump. Our focus is on the following:
 • Zero pathogens in sewage   
  discharges to the ocean
 • Reduce septic system use
 • Groundwater pollution
 • Non-point source pollution
 • Ocean dumping
 • Tajiguas Landfi ll

Heal the Ocean is celebrating the agreement of the Goleta 
Sanitary District (GSD) to upgrade its sewage treatment to 
full secondary treatment by November 2014.

The settlement between GSD and the Regional Water 
Quality Control Board was reached on November 19, 2004, 
following GSD’s lawsuit against the RWQCB and State Water 
Resources Control Board (SWRCB), which agreed with Heal 
the Ocean that GSD should abandon its long-held waiver and 
upgrade to full secondary treatment.

 Our organization had 
been fighting this issue 
ever since GSD applied in 
2002 for another fi ve-year 
waiver.

We believe the ten-
year schedule for upgrade 
is realistic. In our work on 
wastewater issues we fi nd it 
absolutely crucial to make 
certain – before we make 
fi nancial or policy demands 
on either government agen-
cies, sanitary districts, or 
the public – that we know 
what is realistic both engi-
neering wise, time-wise and 
cost-wise.

During the settlement 
discussions, Heal the Ocean 
hired Marco Gonzalez of 
Coast Law Group, Encini-
tas (see page 2) to make 
sure the interest of our 
members was well rep-
resented. To ascertain a 
reasonable timetable, we consulted a reputable engineering 
fi rm, Metcalf & Eddy, San Diego.

Heal the Ocean had hired Metcalf & Eddy in 2001 to 
perform a cost/feasibility study for full secondary upgrade 
for GSD (as well as tertiary upgrade for all fi ve sewer plants 
in Santa Barbara county with ocean outfalls).

 For this previous study Metcalf & Eddy had physically 
inspected the GSD facility, and now the fi rm’s senior vice 
president, Chuck Pound, gave us an exact – realistic – timetable, 
beginning with GSD’s submittal of a detailed conversion plan 
and timeline by January 1, 2005.

The processes that follow include requests from GSD for 
engineering proposals by the end of 2005, then the award of 
environmental and consulting engineering contracts six months 
later. Six months after that comes a draft plan. Then comes the 

fi nal plan, environmental re-
view and permitting process, 
followed by fi nancing, three 
years for building the facil-
ity. Six months is needed for 
“debugging” and startup.

This entire process add-
ed up to 8 1⁄2 years. 

In considering GSD’s 
ten-year plan for upgrade, 
Heal the Ocean’s board of 
directors decided that to 
fight for a schedule faster 
by 18 months would be a 
waste of both GSD’s money 
and our donor’s money. 
We submitted the Metcalf 
& Eddy timetable into the 
settlement negotiations, and 
this timetable was adopted 
by the RWQCB.

We are gratified that 
the settlement agreement 
includes an enforceable 
schedule of upgrade, with 
graduated monetary penal-

ties for deadlines not met by GSD. This indicates to us that 
the settlement, and GSD’s movement toward full secondary 
upgrade, is serious business now underway.

Congratulations have come in from all over the state of 
California, for both Heal the Ocean as well as the Goleta Sani-
tary District. We are thrilled this issue is put to rest!
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With Deep Appreciation
Heal the Ocean sends its sincere thanks to these contributors who have helped assure the success of our campaign for a clean and healthy ocean. 

This roster records donations made from January 2004 through December 31, 2004. If your name has been omitted, we sincerely apologize, 
and ask that you please call (805) 965-7570 so that we can correct our records.
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$50,000 and over
Jack & Kim Johnson
            
$25,000 to $49,999
Brian & Laurence Hodges/  
 WWW Foundation  

$10,000 to $24,999
The Ann Jackson Family Foundation

$5,000 to $9,999
Anonymous (2)
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Crawford/
 The John G. Braun 
 Charitable Annuity Trust
Adam & Kara Rhodes/
 WWW Foundation  

$2,500 to $4,999
Yvon Chouinard 
Christopher & Natalie Cutler
 in memory of our son,   
 C. Timothy Cutler
Thomas & Cynthia Dabney/
 The Christopher    
 Foundation  
Groundswell Society/   
 Surfers of the 8th Rincon  
 Clean Water Classic  
Julia Louis-Dreyfus & Brad Hall 
 The Hall Charitable Fund 
Patagonia 
Santa Barbara Art Association 

$1,000 to $2,499
Anonymous (2)
David H. Anderson
Philip & Leslie Bernstein
Capital Group Companies 
 Charitable Foundation/
 Ron Morrow matching fund 
Schlinger Chrisman Foundation/
 Roger & Sarah Chrisman
Mr. & Mrs. Lue D.Cramblit
 Paraid/Cramblit Family  
 Foundation   
Roy E. Crummer Foundation  
The Denison Family Foundation/
 on behalf of 
 Elizabeth B. Denison
Edward & Hillary Doubleday 
Graham & Sara Farrar 
Darcy & Robert Gelber   
Stephen & Carla Hahn/
 Stephen Hahn Foundation 
Jean & Stanley Harfenist  
Jaime Jenks Foundation  
Richard & Peggy Lamb  
Lazy Acres Market   
Michael & Laura Lodato 
Judy McKee   
Francoise & James Park  
Victoria G. Pauley   
Ned & Carolyn Quackenbush 
John Rapp/Patagonia  
Rincon Technology   
Santa Barbara Interscholastic 
 Surf Team 
Kenny & Elizabeth Slaught  
Peter Sperling   
Ralph L. Stephens
 in memory of Anait Stephens 
Tom White/The Fish House

$500 to $999
The Stephen & Denise Adams 
 Family Foundation, Inc. 
J’Amy Brown  
Donald Burg

Frank & Bonnie Burgess
Peter & Lilla Burgess
 in memory of 
 Phyllis Burgess  
Carrie & Thomas Cusack 
David & Theresa Dolotta/
 The Dolotta Family   
Charitable Foundation 
James E. Drasdo
Reece & Suzanne Duca/
 LaCentra-Sumerlin Foundation     
Dan & Rae Emmett 
Robert & Christine Emmons 
Roberta & Stan Fishman 
Steve & Carole Halsted  
Cindy & Bill Howard 
Robin & Vikki Hunt 
Claire Lake 
McCloskey Ranch  
 in memory of Sharon 
Emmett & Jadzia McDonough/
 Weathertop Charitable Fund  
 of the Fidelity Investments   
 Charitable Gift Fund
Melville Winery
Hughes & Cece Morton
Jack Nadel
William Parrish/
 Indigo Systems 
Joel Quaid 
Ted Rhodes & Joan Pascal
RVCA/Jack Johnson
RVCA/KRUSH 
The Randolph & Patricia Scott   
 Foundation/ Sandra Scott Tyler 
Randall & Roxanna Solakian 
Stanley & Cheryl Tomchin 
Aaron Transki & Jill Schulz   
Gebb Turpin/Turpin Family
 Charitable Foundation 
Jerry J. Woolf, DDS
Jonathan Wygant 
Glen & Lisa Wysel                      

$250 to $499
Stephen Aizenstat   
Paul & Susie Baerwald 
The Beach Grill at Padaro
Sharon & Rod Berle/
 Contract Carpet Corporation
Jeanne & Fred Bradley 
Steve Brown/
 Clayton & Carolyn 
 Brown Foundation
  in memory of Clayton Brown
Caldecot Chubb   
Dennis & Susan Chiavelli 
Charles & Brynn Crowe  
Michael & Mimi deGruy
Jason & Sarah DiLullo
 in memory of Timothy Cutler
Connie & Dennis Doheny
 Merry Christmas to 
 Chambers, Greensides, 
 Feredays, Fletchers,   
 Magnalls, Herbsters, 
 Hamiltons,  
 McLean-Hudsons, Mullens,  
 Wrights & Dohenys, 
 in memory of Brandon   
 Yates with love 
Paul & Tiffany Dore  
Ellie Dougherty
Joshua & Karen Feuer  
Mark Flores
Doug & Tisha Ford 
Jed & Kathy Hirsch   
Rick & Kristin Hogue  
Susan & Palmer Jackson  
Daniel & Winifred Lender

Sarah Jane Lind/
 The Schwab Fund For   
 Charitable Giving  
Kathryn Lodato 
Dwight E. Lowell, II  
Martin & Deborah Lynch
Marilyn & Frank Magid   
Mark Matovich
John & Janet McCann 
Shawn & Geoff Montgomery  
Lionel & Doris Neff
Gail Osherenko
 in memory of 
 Margo Osherenko
John Robinson & Francesca Cava
Santa Barbara Kayak Association 
Ken & Jo Saxon  
Donna & Dana Severy
Ted & Kelly Simmons 
Gary & Diana Simpson
Tracey St. Johns   
Stephanie Stokes   
Shawn & Paula Stussy
Douglas & Nancy Sweet
 in memory of Helen Sweet
Charles Vinick & Susan Venable
Daniel Waldman   
Jeff & Jana Young   
Steven & Elisabeth Zahm  
Zog Industries 
Harriet & Albert Zukas    

$100 to $249
Anonymous (1)
Peter & Becky Adams  
Barbara Anderson
 in honor of 
 Stephen R. Bernard, DVM
Lance Anderson
 in memory of Timothy Cutler
GenayAndre   
Fred & Roxana Anson/ 
 El Adobe Corporation 
Henry & Nancy Armstrong  
Danata & Dennis Arutian  
Victor K.Atkins, Jr.   
Sally Austin
 in memory of 
 Perry G.M. Austin, Jr., MD  
Dennis Axelrod                                
  in memory of 
Joni Axelrod
Shirley Baerwald 
 in honor of Hillary 
Elly & George Bajor, MD 
Brad & MJ Bakove   
Sue Barbis
 in memory of JoAnn
 Lewis & Jean Cramer Osterhout
Ward Bayly   
Joel & Georgia Berti  
Karen Bezuidenhout  
Jude Bijou   
Norman & Rita Blau
Florence & Lionel Borkan         
Thomas Bortolazzo/
 Bortolazzo Construction 
Laura & Kirk Bowman
  in memory of Timothy Cutler
Kyle Brace
Scott & Ella Brittingham/
 Brittingham Foundation 
Sally Bromfi eld   
Barbara Bronfman   
Patricia Brooks   
Pat & Bruce Brown   
David & Jane Buchanan  
Marlene & Frank Bucy  
Charlie & Anne Burns  
Alison, Jonathan, Jamie & T.J. Bush 

Judith Case   
George & Jill Cassill  
Robin & Reid Cederlof  
Janice & Ronald Chase
Annie & Brian Clare
 in honor of Wylie  
Heidi Clever   
Richard & Catherine Closson  
Martha Clyde   
Rich & Krista Coffi n & family
 in honor of the Maassen  
 family & all the work they  
 did for HTO
Sue & J.W. Colin
 in honor of 
 Carole Fox’s birthday   
Mary N. Conrad   
Gregory & Della Cook  
Judith Cooley  
Jean Cramer  
Ian & Anna Cronshaw & family/
 Cronshaw’s Pacifi c   
 Island Homes
Mary Cutler
 in memory of Timothy Cutler
Dean Dawson   
Jim & Gunilla DeArkland  
Larry Decker
The Dehlsen Foundation  
Darryll & Sally Dewan
Aubert & Pamela De Villaine
 in memory of Timothy Cutler
Connie Doheny family                            
 in memory of 
 Brandon Yates
Lisa & Ryan Doheny 
 in memory of 
 Timothy Cutler
Mary Lynne & Ken Drake  
Rick & Wendy Drewry/
 El Adobe Corporation  
Michele Duke 
 in memory of Timothy Cutler 
Jettie Edwards   
Gretel Ehrlich   
Marsha & John Elleston  
Dick & Jane Ellison  
Edward & Suzanne Eubanks  
Nancy Beth Even   
John Forster
Ronald J. & Carole A. Fox/                    
 Jewish Community Founda-
tion Jennifer Freed  
 Don & Janet French  
Bernard & Joan Fried  
William Truax Frost  
Georgia & Ted Funsten   
John & Elizabeth Gerig  
Laurie & George Glerum  
Marvin & Melinda Goodman  
Elizabeth Graham   
Richard & Lois Gunther
Roy Hauser   
Mr. & Mrs. W. Burns Hoffman/
 Mr. W. Burns Hoffman Fund  
 of  the El Adobe Corporation                           
Ken & Stephanie Jamgochian 
Sue Jamgochian   
Craig & Eve Johnson   
      & Janel & René Smit                     
 in memory of 
 John Bowers, Jr.
Donna & Bob Jordan  
Howard & June Kambach
Jeanne & Paul Karlitz 
 in memory of Timothy Cutler
Tone A. Kearns   
Sharon A. Keith   
Joe Kennedy 
 in memory of Rosemarie Burnett

Richard & Suzzanne Knaub 
Georgia Kux   
Peter & Barbara Lackner  
Tom & Diana Lackner  
Chris Lambert                                
Chris Lambert                      
 in memory of Jean Hay
Robert & Michele Landegger 
Katharine Larsen 
 in memory of Timothy Cutler
Nancy Lessner   
Lorna Lindsay  
 in memory of Timothy Cutler
Betty Little   
Stephanie Lord 
 honoring the work of 
 my cousin Hillary Hauser
James & Lynn Lyon  
Steve & Cindy Lyons 
 in honor of Jeff Young
Lisa Macker   
Frank & Mary Ann Malinowski 
Ginny Marshall    
Robert & Patricia Mayer  
Efale McFarland
Matthew McGrath 
 in memory of Timothy Cutler
Amanda McIntyre   
Charles Minsky/Minsky Family   
William & Cynthia Mobraaten
The Montessori Center School             
Mark & Catherine Montgomery
Mitchell Morehart   
Matthew & Malia Morphy 
 in memory of
 Elizabeth Morphy
Richard & Caroline Nahas             
Steven & Jocelyn Ondre  
Kevin C. Osburn, MD 
William Otto, DVM  
John & Nancy Pacey                                    
 in memory of Brandon Yates
William & Carol Palladini  
Lisa & Alan Parsons  
Bonnie & David Paul, MD  
David & Valerie Powdrell   
William Prindle   
Keith & Fran Puccinelli  
Ron & Stacy Pulice         
Joanne & Brian Rapp 
 in memory of Timothy Cutler
Mila Recsei 
 in memory of Timothy Cutler
Reicker, Pfau, Pyle, McRoy
& Herman LLP
 in memory of Brandon Yates
George & Marlene Riemer  
Melissa Riparetti 
 in memory of James Riparetti
Cathy Rose
Susan Rose & Allan Ghitterman  
 in honor of Wendy Larsen
Karinn Sammann
Richard & Thekla Sanford  
Santa Monica Networks 
 Merry Christmas to 
 Sean Kettley
Bob Saunders 
              in memory of ‘Busted’, the cat
Jim & Christan Scheib
Linda & Philip Scheinberg, MD
 in memory of 
 Dollye Scheinberg
Christiane Schlumberger 
Sam & Sherilyn Scranton  
Peter & Nini Seaman  
Stephen Segal/ 
 Stephen Segal Construction 
Jim & Ingrid Shattuck  
Robert & Linda Short 
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Shubin & Donaldson 
 Architects, Inc.  
Steve Silverman   
Mark Smith   
Wayne & Barbara Smith  
Lori Smyth
Mr. & Mrs. Rhyne Simpson, Jr. 
 in memory of Timothy Cutler
Solin Design   
Christina Speed   
Michael & Patricia Stevens  
Tom Stevens
Rosalind Stubenberg 
 in memory of Anthony Garrett
Alison & Brendan Sullivan 
 in memory of Timothy Cutler
Kim Sutherland          
Anne & Ernest Thayer
 in memory of Timothy Cutler
Allison Thomas   
Carlin, Cody, & Steve Traxler  
Thomas A. Van Meter, MD  
Santi & Gayla Visalli  
Peter & Cheryl Wagonhurst  
Lawrence & Bettine Wallin  
Cath Webb 
 in honor of Matt Harris
Bernice & Louis Weider 
 in honor of Daryl Weider 
Julian & Theresa Weissglass  
Marilyn Osborne Wilke/
 Lynette R. Osborne Trust 
Reg & Nancy Wilkinson  
Helen Wilson   
Henry Wilson   
Gordon Wright/
 El Adobe Corporation  
Mr. & Mrs. Clifford Wright, Jr./
 El Adobe Corporation  
Hank Yeiser   
C.S. Young   
Donald & Caroline Young  
Karin Young & Bill Skelly 
 in memory of Jerry Lind 

$1 to $99
Terrie Adden   
Lyla Allen, Harriet Bender
 & Bill Evans 
 in memory of Brandon Yates
Hallie Anderson  
James & Joyce Anderson 
 in memory of our 
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FLASH!
As this issue was going to press, 

Heal The Ocean received an 
anonymous donation of $30,000, 
made by someone through the 
El Adobe Corporation. Whoever 

you are, we all 
THANK YOU!



HTO team grows
Michael W. Lodato, chief marketing offi cer (CMO) of QAD has joined the Heal 

the Ocean’s board of directors. Lodato, who leads QAD’s corporate marketing, product                      
marketing, strategic alliances and sales training functions, is an avid surfer who lives 
near Miramar Beach with his wife, Laura and their daughter Monica. Before moving 
to Santa Barbara, Lodato served in senior marketing and alliance positions for several 
high tech corporations, including DigitalThink, Inc. and Siebel Systems, Inc.

Julia Louis-Dreyfus has also joined our team as an honorary board member, dedi-
cated to helping us raise funds as well as sea-awareness. This talented star of “Seinfeld” 
is dedicated mightily to the ocean, serving not only on Heal the Bay (Santa Monica) board 
of directors but also working with the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) in 
Los Angeles. She and her husband, Brad Hall, have a beach home in Montecito.

Heal the Ocean News

Origins of
Heal the Ocean

Heal the Ocean started in August
1998 following the publication of a
Santa Barbara News-Press editorial

by Hillary Hauser. Read this 
“Genesis” article on our website:

HealTheOcean.org.

Rincon Clean Water Classic
Once again the surfers of the Rincon Clean Water Clas-

sic – this year to be held at the Rincon Saturday and Sunday, 
February 26 & 27 – are helping HTO with funds to help us get 
the legal work done on the “South Coast Beach Communities 
Septic-to-Sewer Project.” The surfi ng event, organized annu-
ally by the Groundswell Society, will be presenting HTO a 
generous check during the noon ceremony on Saturday. But 
in addition to that, event coordinator Glenn Hening says the 
Coast Law Group lawyers (Marco Gonzalez, Gary Sirota, 
Rory Wicks and Todd Cardiff) who are working for HTO on 
the septic-to-sewer project, will be given “fi rst right” to the 
waves after noon on Saturday. “Every contestant has to pull 
back and give these guys fi rst go,” Hening says. These lawyers 
are serious surfers, everybody, so come and watch!

Our innovative fundraisers
The Santa Barbara Art Association held an “ocean” art 

show to benefi t HTO at Gallery 113 on November 5, 2004, 
and a standing-room only crowd gathered to watch the show 
open with a ribbon-cutting by Santa Barbara Mayor Marty 
Blum. Sales were lively, and HTO received a most generous 
donation! Many thanks SBAA, and particularly Nadya Penoff, 
who organized it all

Laura Lodato is HTO’s new fundraising chair, and we 
can’t thank her enough for the enormously successful party 
she organized on the McCaw Terrace prior to Jack Johnson’s 
August 31, 2004 Santa Barbara Bowl concert, all of which 
benefi ted HTO enormously. Laura is busy at work on a big fall 
event for HTO, date and details to be announced.

Thank you to the wonderful students of Phil’s class at 
Montessori Center School, who raised money for HTO by 
selling popsicles. We cannot emphasize how important all of 
these ideas and projects are to us! With so many people help-
ing us in any way they can, with whatever they can, the great 
fi nancial support is coming with HUGE energy behind it. This 
keeps us going strong!

Finally, thanks to the Nicola and Cliff Ghersen, their 

family and friends, who gather with a great deal of cheer to 
stuff envelopes and attach labels, getting ready for mailing 
HTO newsletters and other notices. Thanks to Ava Everett 
and Ruston Slager for their unfailing help, also. Ava and 
Ruston will be manning our booth at Earth Day this year, so 
come see us! 

HTO in print
Heal the Ocean will be featured in an upcoming issue of 

H20 Magazine, as well as Blue Edge Magazine – watch for 
them!...Executive director Hillary Hauser will be portrayed 
in the back-page “Coastal Character” feature of April 2005 
edition of Coastal Living Magazine...Also look for Hillary’s 
article on Santa Barbara creeks in the fall 2005 edition of 
Santa Barbara Seasons Magazine.

News in brief
HTO director Charles Vinick is now Chief Executive 

Offi cer, Foundation for Santa Barbara City College...Grant 
consultant Stephanie Jamgochian, who raised funds as a 
grant writer for the Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History 
before starting her own consulting business, is now busily 
writing grants for HTO – both for the USGS groundwater 
study (see page 1) and for our organization. With over ten 
years of experience in writing successful grants, Stephanie 
has won more than $2.5 million in grants, with a 82% success 
rate for non-profi ts...HTO has gladly contributed funds to 
keep the portable restrooms (Porta-Potties) in place at Santa 
Claus Lane, a project organized by Tracy Richardson, Maire 
Radis and the Santa Barbara chapter of Surfrider...Filmmaker 
Jim Knowlton, who makes fi lms for Ocean Futures, Santa 
Barbara, and who made the underwater fi lm of HTO’s video 
dive on the Goleta Sanitary District outfall that helped win 
our case (see page 3), is at work making a documentary fi lm 
about our organization.

Mike Lodato Julia Louis-Dreyfus
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When Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger 
publicly announced his anger at the sad state of 
California’s beaches, together with his intent to form 
a panel of experts to come up with a new ocean plan 
to do something about it, Heal the Ocean cheered. 

Then we got the news that the top two subjects 
to be considered by this panel were the dumping/
pollution of cruise ships and commercial fi shing 
practices.

To Heal the Ocean the focus on these two 
problems is akin to ignoring an enormous 
elephant in the room, so we got busy. We 
hired Dr. Craig Barilotti of San Diego (the 
same researcher who helped us from the 
beginning of the Goleta Sanitary District 
sewage waiver case), and our direction 
to Dr. Barilotti was simple. We asked 
him to do a survey on how much sewage 
California coastal communities put into 
the Pacifi c Ocean, from the Oregon border 
to San Diego/Tijuana. We asked him to 
survey the volume of sewage, both gallons 
and pounds, together with the distance of 
each sewer outfall from shore.

The following statistics are extracted 
from Dr. Barilotti’s survey, a four-month 
search of records of the state’s Regional 
Water Quality Control Boards, NPDES 
permits, NOAA nautical charts, and/or 
direct telephone contact with discharger 
or public works departments of the coastal 
cities involved.

Our survey turned up the following 
information.

Of the 37 wastewater treatment 
facilities discharging into the ocean off 
California, 44 percent of them (17) are 
discharging into the “surf zone” of the 
ocean – into waters 50 feet or less. In these areas, the 
likelihood of contact of sewage to humans recreating 
in the ocean is not only high, but probable.

In some areas, the sewage is shot into the ocean 
waves, including 1.9 million gallons per day (mgd) 
a day in Crescent City and 0.17 mgd in Shelter 
Cove.

In the Central Coast (Region 3), the Ragged 
Point Inn dumps .013 mgd of sewage over a cliff!

The 37 ocean outfalls are currently considered 
as “meeting state standards,” because the current 
California Ocean Plan, which is the basis for the 
standards, is outdated, and inadequate to protect 
public health. The Ocean Plan has not been revised 
to refl ect the risks we now know wastewater dis-

charges pose. 
Heal the Ocean fi rmly believes we cannot con-

tinue with the old standards when we now know that 
the die-off, or inactivation, of human viral pathogens 
in seawater takes days, while the coliform bacteria 
used in testing for sewage contamination die-off is 
several hours. The bacteria standard may provide 
plant operators with a measure of plant performance, 
but is an inadequate indicator of contamination or 
risk to ocean users. 

Barilotti also included in his work a recent 
World Health Organization (WHO) analysis that 
provides a simple qualitative chart of health risks 
related to different degrees of sewage treatment 
and types of discharges. This chart indicates that 
tertiary wastewater poses very low risks to humans, 
even with short outfalls (those discharging into body 
contact areas). And sewer outfalls extended beyond 
the shallow, inshore “recreational” zone – where 
people swim, surf or dive – to a minimum of a mile 
offshore, and/or a minimum depth of 60 feet of 
water, very low health risks can also be obtained if 
designed for local ocean conditions and the amount 
of sewage discharged. 

Areas such as San Francisco, where there 

are combined storm drains (CSOs), large pulses 
of stormwater enter the sewerage system due to 
infi ltration and infl ow (I&I), and present human 
risks during rainy periods that are not present dur-
ing dry periods due to wastewater systems being 
overwhelmed. The CSOs present a risk to both those 
actually using the water, as well as beach-goers and 
people on land downwind of the contaminated water, 
because studies have shown that infection is possible 
by breathing pathogens present in aerosols. 

Building tertiary treatment plants, 
or adding capacity to existing plants to 
fully treat or store CSOs or I&I fl ows 
that are over plant capacity would involve 
an overlong process of individual site 
analysis, self-monitoring report review, 
hearings and perhaps cost feasibility 
studies on a case by case basis. Heal the 
Ocean believes that any panel consider-
ing a new Ocean Plan for the state of 
California should put this problem on its 
agenda for study. 

    In the meantime, to solve an imme-
diate health threat to ocean users without 
adding a cost to the state of California 
(the minimal fi nancial burden would be 
on the users of the wastewater facilities), 
wastewater treatment plants discharging 
into the shallow zone of the Pacifi c Ocean 
off California should be required to install 
longer sewer outfalls or storage to handle 
over-capacity fl ows during wet weather 
periods.  

These statistics, in relation to the 
WHO information, indicate that 10 Cali-
fornia wastewater discharges pose a high 
public health risk, 22 a medium risk, 3 a 
low risk, and 2 a very low risk.  By most 

standards – especially for those who assume they 
can use the ocean of California without getting sick 
– these results are unacceptable.

As you read this, Heal the Ocean is working 
on bringing change to this situation. We believe 
that California coastal communities do not own 
the Pacifi c Ocean as their private disposal fi eld, 
and that the time has come to bring practical and 
technological advances to wastewater treatment. We 
have conducted cost/feasibility studies for tertiary 
treatment as well as for sewer outfall extension. 
Both are affordable – less than most people pay for 
cable television.

This survey will soon be posted on our website, 
www.healtheocean.org. Stay tuned.

HEAL THE OCEANʼS 
SEWAGE INVENTORY FOR THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
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OUR HEROES!

Jack & Kim Johnson

Thank you – again!
from all of us at

L to R:  Hi l lary  Hauser,  Jack Johnson,  K im Johnson,  and HTO fundra is ing chai r  
Laura Lodato at  Jack Johnsonʼs  concer t  a t  the Santa Barbara Bowl .  

Jack and Kim donated the i r  ent i re  proceeds f rom th is  concer t  to  HTO! 
(Santa Barbara News-Press photo by Lorraine D. Wilson).

Heal the Ocean is working not only for all of us, but for our next generations. Please join now!


