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Pennington, Jonathan T. The Sermon on the Mount and Human Flourishing. Grand Rapids: 
Baker Academic, 2017. 

**No Heading Needed Here!** 

This section should be 1-2 paragraphs, no more than 1/2 of a page. Here, briefly 

introduce the author, telling the reader why he or she is an authority on this subject. Also, 

introduce the reader to the main idea or theme of the book. Do not use honorifics (Dr., Mrs., 

Mr.). Use full name for first mention of the author, then last name only for all subsequent 

references. See the “Book Review Guide” on the Writing Center website for more information 

on what to include in the “Introduction” section (https://sbtswriting.squarespace.com/resources/). 

Summary 

This section should be 2 pages maximum, often less. Answer the following questions: 

What is the thesis of the book? Who is the audience? What is the main purpose of the book (i.e., 

why did the author write it)? Briefly summarize the major ideas and arguments the author uses to 

support the thesis of the book. This section should be objective—do not add commentary or any 

of your own opinions. See the “Book Review Guide” on the Writing Center website for more 

information on what to include in the “Summary” section.  

Critical Evaluation 

This section should be about 1/3 of the paper. It is the most important section of the 

book review. Here, evaluate the book, providing your opinion of how well (or how poorly) the 

author fulfilled his or her purpose/supported the thesis. Discuss both strengths and weaknesses. 

Be fair, not condescending. If you give examples from the book, be brief; you do not want this 

section to sound like a secondary summary section. Questions to ask: Are there any biases that 

the author evidences in his or her writing? Are there any presuppositions that undergird the 
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contents of the book? Is anything missing? Could the author have been clearer or more thorough 

at certain points? See the “Book Review Guide” on the Writing Center website for more 

information on what to include in the “Critical Evaluation” section. 

Conclusion 

This section should be 1-2 paragraphs, no more than 1/2 of a page. Here, give your 

final evaluation of the book (did the author succeed or fail overall?). Describe, briefly, how it 

affected you personally or how it would be beneficial in ministry. Who would you recommend 

this book to? Who would find it useful? See the “Book Review Guide” on the Writing Center 

website for more information on what to include in the “Conclusion” section. 
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