A

Newsletter
18 Tammuz—19 Av, 5778
July 2018

A message from your Rabbi…
During July, we spend a lot of time celebrating
America, this great nation that has given Jews
freedom and protections that are unparalleled in
our history, certainly since we entered the
Diaspora. We are certainly not the only group to tell
such a story. July 4th is a holiday where all
Americans can come together to reflect on the
vision and courage shown by our founding fathers,
who declared that “all men are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among
these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”
We are always at our best when we recognize that
such rights are inherent, and our government,
along with the citizens, work hard to protect those
rights for each other and extend them to those less
fortunate.
This July 4th, between barbecues, and fireworks,
and ballgames - we should all consider how we as
an increasingly divided nation can restore our
union. These discussions should not deal with
issues about our flag and who sits, kneels, or
stands before it. As Jews, we know that ultimately
God is the only one before whom we must stand.
Deference to a national symbol is a luxury, one I
personally believe in and continue to enjoy,
appreciating the option to stand as a sign of the
freedom I enjoy. It is a practice I encourage for the
same reasons. Freedom means being able to
choose one’s actions. Forced allegiance to
anything or anyone is the opposite of freedom. Let
us not be distracted by public displays of patriotism.
Let’s enjoy them. There is nothing more
exhilarating than a fireworks display accompanied
by a rousing rendition of Stars and Stripes Forever.
Let us not fall into petty arguments over who loves
this country more. Let us instead focus on the
values that unite us. We can start listening to each
other.
Our founding documents speak of creating a “more
perfect union;” that means there will always be

room for improvement. Certain races or classes of
people - people who stand out for their ethnicity,
religion, or gender identity - say they feel
marginalized and unprotected by a system of
justice that is meant to protect their inalienable
rights. It is our duty to hear them out. If they do not
feel moved to stand before the flag, we need to
reform what makes them feel disenfranchised.
When we hear and see dehumanizing, cruel
treatment of men, women and children - created
equal and who aspire to be Americans – we must
remember that it is the Creator who endows us with
rights. To treat our fellow man with any less care is
an affront to the Creator. This is a great country,
but we happen to fall short of our best ideals.
Jewish tradition teaches us we all fall short, and we
can always do better.
I was recently thinking about the
American flag standing in our
sanctuary, and how I feel about its
role in our worship. Prayer is not just
thanking God for the world as it is.
Prayer is also about defining the
world as we wish it to be. The flag is
a magnificent symbol for the highest
of our ideals - peace and freedom.
Every time we pray, we know the
work is not finished. As we pray in
the presence of our national flag ultimately standing before God - we pray to one day
see the fulfillment in the promise of our words and
in our most heartfelt desires.
May we all have a
wonderful and safe
Independence
Day.
May we take this time
to focus on what has
always
made
our
country the beacon of
freedom we want and
need it to be.

Rabbi Craig Lewis
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A Message From Your Temple President...
Camp Jenny 2018: A Trip to Seussville

After hearing from David Israel about his involvement with Camp
Jenny, I thought it would be important for our readers to learn about
just one of the wonderful activities conducted by the Union for Reform
Judaism. Thanks to David for participating and sharing his experience.
Let me encourage you to help David raise funds for next year!
Alan E. Richelson, President
These are exciting times at Mizpah!

A couple of months ago I was talking with Alan Richelson about my trip to Camp Coleman to participate in
Camp Jenny. He asked me a ton of questions, then he just said, “Will you please write an article for the
Mizpah Newsletter? I feel it is so important, you can take my column”.
So, here we are. The best way to start is at the beginning. Thirty one years ago Camp Jenny was created in
memory of Jenny Rosenthal, a member of NFTY SAR/STAR, Montgomery, Alabama These Jewish teenagers
had the idea of helping under-privileged youth. There are many wonderful organizations helping others. What
makes this unique is that Jewish teens are giving their time and money to help urban elementary school kids
by giving them a camp experience for a weekend. We currently partner with Atlanta’s F. L. Stanton
Elementary School. The mission of the school is “to prepare all students to become responsible and
productive members of our community and society.” We believe that producing disciplined, productive,
competent, informed and talented students must be a cooperative effort between the home, school and
community.”
Camp Jenny, held every Memorial Day weekend, gives the F. L. Stanton Elementary School children the
opportunity to receive the love of big “brothers and sisters,” three nutritious meals a day and encouragement
for the future. They also enjoy a variety of activities. This past year Camp Jenny had 130 campers, 250
Jewish teens, and about 125 adults participate in the program.
This is an event that I attended for the first two years of the program and for the last seven years. Camp
Jenny is really youth driven, youth programmed, and a youth executed weekend. The adults that attend
support the teenagers and ensure that they have all the tools they need to make the experience amazing.
This year’s theme was all about Dr. Seuss and being in Seussville. Hundreds of books were collected and the
teens worked on all their preparations to ensure that the kids had a wonderful time at camp. Some Camp
Jenny kids have never been on an air-conditioned bus; some have never traveled outside the city limits of
Atlanta, and most have never been to the NE Georgia mountains at a camp for a weekend.
Our Jewish teens from Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, North Caroline, and Tennessee raised $76,000
during the year. This fundraising involved spaghetti dinners, bake sales, car washes, other TYG functions, as
well as donations from parents, grandparents and friends. In fact, this year we had an online campaign asking
each adult to help raise $200 for this year’s camp. I was able to raise just over $300 and plan to raise well
over $500 for next year. This is a total effort by the Temple Youth of North America to make this program a
success. I’ve been involved in a lot of activities over my lifetime. By far, Camp Jenny will always have my
heart.
The staff arrives between Wednesday and Thursday to make all preparations. We all actually have an
orientation online prior to camp, so everyone knows what is expected of them when they arrive. We all get
right to work. The adults participate by helping in the Kitchen, the Arts & Crafts area, etc.
(Cont’d on p. 5)
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FROM YOUR YOUTH AND FAMILY COORDINATOR…
Lily Dropkin
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Mizpah Funds: YOUR DONATIONS ARE GREATLY APPRECIATED!
Archives
Building
Capital Campaign
Cemetery
Educator
Endowment
Flower
Garden of Life
Goldman/Moses
Mary W. and Jacob L. Levine

Leadership Development
Library
Miller/Lefkoff
Marks Memorial
Mazon (Feed the Hungry)
Miller/Schwartz
Music
NFTY (Youth Group)
Operating
Oneg

Prayer Book
Physical Property
Religious Activities
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Rabbinic Endowment
Rita Russ Speer
Religious School
Social Action
Staff Support

DONATIONS (Received by the 15th of prior month)

Endowment

Rabbi’s Discretionary
In Memory of Dorothy Weiner’s special birthday
Morton & Marilyn Center
In Memory of Sherry Gilbert
Morton & Marilyn Center
In Memory of Barbara Nadel
Joyce Thomas
Thanks to Rabbi Lewis for Warm Welcome
William & Glyn Melnyk

Consider $18—”chai” as the minimum

In Honor of Dana Banks
Sandra Banks
Staff Fund
In Memory of Joseph Spector and Julius Spector
Louise Spector
In Memory of Rollea Follick
Adele Dimopolous

Garden of Life
For The Recovery of Steve Coulter
Helen & Stan Smith

VOLUNTEER WITH FAMILY PROMISE
Here is their Mission Statement from their website:
www.familypromisechattanooga.com
To create a community where every family has a home,
sustainable income, and the chance to build a better future.

Mizpah supplies volunteers to partner with St. Paul Episcopal Church downtown. We house, feed and
entertain temporarily homeless families so they DON’T get separated. We provide the volunteers and St.
Paul’s provides the overnight accommodations. Next opportunity is the week of August 5 -12. Signup
Link is:
http://signup.com/go/GjUfpqe (simply copy and paste this link). It is that easy. See you at St. Paul’s!

Please enjoy our Oneg at 5:30
July 6
Paula & David Israel
Charles & Melinda
Rosenthal
Lois Kiselik
Robert Kiselik
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July 2018 Kiddush / Oneg Hosts
Worship Services: 6:00 pm
Please say “YES” when asked

July 13
Jeff & Sherie Monen
David & Judy Solovey

July 20
Jan Jacobs
Tracy & John McCarley
Joyce Thomas
Frank & Pam Miller

July 27
Karen Diamond &
Clark White
Bonnie Stoloff &
Bruce Shaw
Rosie Newton
Traci Young

Camp Jenny, Continued from p 2…

Some are TYG advisors, others are past teenagers, parents of teenagers, etc. Doctors, nurses, educators, and all
the other adults are there to support the teenagers and help to ensure that the campers have a meaningful
experience. I help in the Dining Room and the Kitchen (I like being in my element!). I prepare salads twice a day
for the entire camp and do anything that is asked of me.
When I tell you that the campers are under-privileged, I am not over extending my words. Some are also
generationally under privileged. Camp Jenny has made a difference for many of the kids. There are hundreds of
stories of our Jewish teens wearing their camp t-shirts in public; a former camper has told them the influence that
Camp Jenny had in their lives. They start the Camp Jenny cheer and are surprised to learn that Camp Jenny is still
going strong.
Our campers arrive just prior to dinner on Friday. To this day, there is nothing like watching three huge, private
buses pull into Camp with all the campers, and hearing the teens and staff cheering for them. The kids get off the
bus to such love and enthusiasm! By the time Camp is over, tears are shed by the campers, the teenagers and
the adults. The impact of Camp Jenny on all of them is immeasurable.
DAVID ISRAEL

Kitchen Staff

First two Camp Directors and David, their Advisor

FIRST FRIDAY SHABBAT DINNER

JULY 6, 2018 7:00 pm

It’s a Picnic! Grill out with Mizpah Weather permitting!

Hot dogs, hamburger, cole slaw, mashed potatoes,
Vegetarian Option
Dessert, drinks

VERY Kid-Friendly

Bug spray Optional
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Want a Tour of the
Whitwell Holocaust
Memorial ?
July 17th 1PM EST
(12PM CST)
Call the office by July 7th to RSVP
and coordinate transportation!

ANNIVERSARIES

July 5
Rachel & Oscar Ruiz
July 16
Jason Hillner & Jennifer Van Kirk
July 18
Sandy & Bill Dittus
July 19
Chuck & Melinda Rosenthal
July 21
Robert & Judy Stahl
July 24
Richard & Dana Waxler

BIRTHDAYS

July 1
Jan Jacobs
July 2
Lily Dropkin
July 3
Trent Center
July 4
Riki Jordan Odineal
July 5
Vicki Lewis
Ben Sirota
Mary Susman
July 6
David deOlloqui
Merrill Levine
Sylvia Zuckerman
July 7
Tom Farnum
July 8
Madelynne Gabelman
Donald Mackler
July 9
Ruth Longway
July 12
Darwin Russo
July 13
Ronni Charyn
Jacob Levine

July 14
Robert Kiselik
July 15
Alex Birghenthal
July 16
Mary Laband
Will Potts
Kathy Raisin
July 17
Judith Pressman
July 18
Robert Bernhardt
Ethan Goldblatt
July 20
Rosie Newton
July 21
Jennifer Berz
Robert Berz
July 25
Bridget Fischer
July 26
Art Marder
July 27
Susan Brener
Deana Brody
Martin Redish
Julian Saul
July 31
Joy Adams

June 27, 2018 High Holy Days 2018
Dear Mizpah Members:
Our 2018 High Holy Days begin September 1st with Selichot, Rosh Hashanah on September 9th and Yom
Kippur on September 18th. Along with Rabbi Lewis and the Religious Activities Committee, it is my
pleasure to coordinate the distribution of worship service honors and aliyot: Hebrew and English readings,
opportunities to join Rabbi Lewis on the bimah as well as other Holiday tasks.
Please let me know if you are interested in one or more of the following:
• Door Greeter: 30 minutes prior to services, greet people and hand out programs
• Ark Openings – various times throughout the services
• English or Hebrew readings; you will receive them ahead of time to practice
• Shofar Blowers: will train with Rabbi Lewis
• Torah portion blessings: will practice with Richard Zachary
• Haftarah Readers (English or Hebrew); you will receive ahead of time
• (Note: Torah readings/chanting being coordinated by Ellen Hays and Rabbi Lewis; many of those
slots are filled from prior years); ask Ellen to be sure.
Other Needs:
1. Coordinate the Temple “pot-luck” picnic at Hubert Fry Center (TN Riverwalk) on Rosh Hashanah
day (September 10th); very low-key, expect about 30-50 people. Rabbi Lewis conducts Tashlich
service.
2. Lead Adult Discussion at 1:00 pm on Yom Kippur day; your choice of subject; 20 or so guests. 50
minutes long.
3. Coordinate the Break-the-Fast meal on Yom Kippur; Temple staff work the event; you would
assemble a group of volunteer food preparers and set up the social hall. There are experienced
members who can help.

Please know that these are honors are bestowed upon ANY and ALL Mizpah members – Jewish or nonJewish – in a first-come, first-serve basis. We do NOT favor any one person or family. We love to have
couples and families. We truly want a wide-distribution of members accepting these honors.
Please respond asap to my email: ZacharyRA@gmail.com
Lastly, your acceptance comes with the expectation of completion, but we understand if circumstances
arise. We can make adjustments.
Kind regards and thanks,
Richard Zachary

MIZPAH CONGREGATION YAHRZEITS — July 1-August 4
July 1-July 7
Harry Monen
Victoria Brodsky
Henry Haesloop
Lillian Bisen*
Marjorie Siegel
Sarah Jones
Ronald Kiselik*
Isidore Lander
Dr. Harold Schwartz
Julius Kushner
Pearl Lewis
Ida Litoff
Isidor Shavin
Nathan Stoller
Irene Ingle
Dr. Ira Long*
David Perlstein
Mary Effron
Herbert Hocher
Rose Sorkin

July 8-July 14
Rae Graf*
Mata Jaffe
Jay Susman
Isaac Schiff*
Isadore Solovey
Caroline Lorberbaum*
Clara Shapira
Tres Wood
Nancy Merren
Herman Brener
Arthur Kobacker
Jack Siegel
Mauriel Mallen*
Sarah Rice*
Debbie Frieberg
Elaine Friedman
Larry Goldstein
Christy Jany

July 15-July 21
Norman Berger
Fanny Silverman
Lester Cohn*
Josephine Saul*
Richard Abelson*
Matthew Blancuzzo
Ida Freibrun
Fannie Goldberg*
Phillip Miller*
Harry Weber*
William Cramer
Randy Miller

Memorial Plaque *

July 22-July 28
Rabbi Abraham
Feinstein*
Sanford Saperstein
Albert Coulter, III
Joyce Morris
Ruth Pike
Edith Schulman*
Bill Holmberg
Jeanette Orken*
Margaret
Wertheimer*
Susan Goldblatt
Frances Lander
David Wardlaw
Charles Martin
Esther Rosenthal
Harold Shalett*
Jimmy Ettin
Edgar Feibelman
Rosalie Shechter

July 29-August4
David Diamond*
Joel Solomon*
Tsivya-Musya
Belinskaya
Harry Seigel*
Linda Cohen
Daniel Levine
Joseph Russ*
Annette Leo
Patrick Pike
Marilyn Weiss
Joel Ginsberg*
Al Jacobs*
Charles Rymer*
Laura Clark
David Schaffer
Goldie Siskin
Sayde Pressman

Mizpah-member Danny Gottlieb relocated to Chattanooga in 2017. His company, Gottlieb Vision Group
(www.drdannygottlieb.com), has offices in Alpharetta, and he hopes to expand his work opportunities here. Danny
specializes in neuro-optometry, having patented prisms useful in strabismus and double vision. His patents have
applications in averted gaze of autism and stroke-related vision loss. Per request from the Editor, Danny shares the
following true story. The names have been changed to protect privacy.
I received a call on Saturday, June 2, 2018. “Hello, my name is Thorton. I see on your website that you are a low
vision specialist and have experience correcting double vision. I have a 27-year-old nephew that has quadruple
vision. Can you help him?” Danny: “Yes, I have been able correct this problem in the past. Does your nephew have
a chronic eye disease?” Thorton: “My nephew has ocular motor apraxia. He lives in Stowe, Vermont. Are you willing
to travel? Danny: “I have a colleague in Stowe, Vermont. I can use her office. Thorton: “His name is Balin.
Danny: “Hello Balin, this is Dr. Danny Gottlieb. Your uncle has asked me to schedule a visit with you. When would
you be available?” Balin: “I can come on Saturday, June 16.”Danny: “Great, Saturday, June 16 at 2:00 pm. We will
meet in the office of a colleague of mine. Danny: “Tell me about your vision.” Balin: “I haven’t been able to see well
since I was born. It hurts to move my eyes. It is hard to read. I have been told that there is nothing more that can be
done for my eyes.” Danny: “I believe I can make your vision better.” Saturday, June 16th— I brought equipment for
testing and taking measurements and several pairs of trial prism glasses. Balin’s eyes were red and dry. Painful eye
movement made reading and peripheral vision difficult. His cornea was badly warped. His tear glands were blocked.
At the end of three hours, I handed Balin a trial pair of prism glasses. These glasses would eliminate the multiple
images. This is what Balin said: “I see just one chair! I can look left and right! I see depth, the world isn’t flat! The
desk has dimension! Can I keep these glasses?” Danny: “You can keep those glasses but I will also make a nicelooking pair of glasses for you. Sunday, June 17 - Danny: “Hello Thorton, this is Dr. Danny Gottlieb. I am calling to
report on Balin.” Thorton: (crying) “I know, I have already spoken with my nephew. He is so happy. He had been so
frustrated because he could see just enough to know the world was his to see but could never experience sight fully.
Thank you so very much. G-d be with you.”

(Formatted by Editor for space)
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ANOTHER LOOK AT EVENTS AT MIZPAH (See what you’ve missed?)

Conversion ceremony June 22, 2018 of Bethany
Schklar (lt) and Lindsey Dodson. Mazal Tov!

Havdalah precedes movie night—from left, Rabbi Lewis, Eden
Lewis, Madelynne Gabelman, Lily Dropkin, Mollie Gabelman

Thursdays’ Lunch n Learn Program: Archeology in Israel, presented by Lily Dropkin. From left, Vivian Hershey, Marty Hershey, Helen Smith,
Paula Israel, Lily Dropkin, Steve Coulter, Jan Jacobs, Alan Richelson, Betsy Temple, Lynn Howard, Stan Smith

Mizpah Board Retreat on June 3, 2018. Seated, from left, Max
Brener, David Israel, Paula Israel, Finette Winer. Standing,
from left, Carla Morrow (who made all the food and decorations),
Cathryn Cohen, Lily Dropkin, Bob Berz, Josh Weiss, Alan
Richelson, Rabbi Craig Lewis, Sandy Dittus, Group Facilitator
Christa Mannarino, Barbie Potts, Henry Schulson, Carolyn
Potts, Stefanie deOlloqui
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Mizpah is a Reform Jewish Congregation. We offer worship, learning and
social action/programs designed to enhance our lives and improve our
world. Mizpah is a welcoming congregation as we embrace interfaith
couples, those of all faith-traditions and culturally-diverse backgrounds as
well as families in all their forms.

Email: Mizpah@epbfi.com
Web: www.mizpahcongregation.org
Monday-Friday: 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Craig Lewis, Rabbi
MizpahRabbi@epbfi.com
Alan Richelson, President
AlanER@aol.com
Richard Zachary, Newsletter
ZacharyRA@gmail.com

MIZPAH WORSHIP AND STUDY SCHEDULE
July 4
July 5, 12, 19, 26
July 6
July 7,14, 21, 28
July 11,18, 25
July 13, 27
July 14
July 17
July 20 (Feinstein Chapel)

TEMPLE OFFICERS AND BOARD
May 1, 2018—April 30, 2019
Craig Lewis, Rabbi
Lily Dropkin, Youth and
Family Coordinator
OFFICERS:
Alan Richelson: President
Frank Miller: VP Administration
Paula Israel : VP Programming
Sandy Dittus: Treasurer
Josh Weiss: Board Secretary

8

Temple Closed for Independence Day
Lunch ‘n Learn (Mizpah Library)
Oneg/Family Shabbat/First Friday Shabbat Dinner See p. 5
Breakfast / Torah Study / Shabbat Worship (Feinstein Chapel)
Mussar: Early Morning Learning with Rabbi Lewis
Kaballat Shabbat Oneg and Services
Torah Scroll Dedication and Service to Honor Tres Wood
Trip to Whitwell to see Paper Clip Museum (See Insert)
Shirei and Chardonnay Shabbat: Songs and Meditations

BOARD MEMBERS / COMMITTEES
Archives: Max Brener
Education: Josh Schklar
Governance: Stefanie deOlloqui
Membership: Barbie Potts
Physical Properties: Gary Chazen
Religious Practice: Cathryn Cohen
Social Action: Rose Opengart
Appointed: Richard Zachary, Beth
Thomas, Carolyn Potts, Robert Stahl

12:15 pm
5:30/6:00/7:00 pm
9:00 am /11:00 am
7:30 am
5:30 / 6:00 pm
11:00 am
1:00 pm
6:00 pm

CEMETERY CONTROL BOARD
Dana Banks, Board Representative
Iris Abelson
Gary Chazen
Shelton Goldblatt
David Israel
Frank Miller
Donna White-Dropkin
TRUSTEES
Bob Berz
Flossie Weill
Gary Chazen
Sandy Dittus
Jim Levine

