
 

Text: Malachi 1:6–14 

Theme/ Big Idea: God is the Lord of Hosts, the rightful creator, owner, and king over all things. 
Though the priests and the people of Israel disrespect and despise the name of God, though they 
perpetually give him half-hearted worship, and though his greatness and grace are no longer 
extravagant to them, God is the warrior king and his name will be great among the nations. 

Context/ Background Information: In biblical terms the name of a person represented the essence 
and character of a person. One of the names used repeatedly throughout Malachi is “Lord of 
Hosts.” It is used 24 times in the 55 verses of Malachi and 7 times just in Malachi 1:6-14. Lord of Hosts 
is one of the most common names used of God in the Old Testament to express God’s infinite power 
and dominion. “Hosts” is a military term meaning a "mass of persons organized for war.” It was used 
primarily to indicate God's rule over all the heavenly powers. Isaiah uses hosts to describe all the stars 
in the universe in Isaiah 40:26. Isaiah suggests that God calls out the stars and they snap to attention 
to march as an army at the sound of his voice. Isaiah emphasizes God’s supreme power, ultimate 
authority, infinite knowledge, and loving rule in creating, commanding, naming, and sustaining every 
star. So “Lord of Hosts” is the name of God that emphasizes him as the rightful creator, owner, and 
king of all things. By implication, it also emphasizes the authority he carries and the respect and honor 
that he is due. This title, “was suggestive of His omnipotence, and became in the prophets ‘the loftiest 
and most majestic title’ of Israel’s God.”1 It later came to be used as a term to emphasize his creation 
and rule over the nation of Israel and the armies of Israel. More specifically, it emphasized his infinite 
power being brought to bear as the warrior king on their behalf. "The Lord of hosts, then, is...the King 
of glory, who is surrounded by angelic hosts, who rules heaven and earth in the interest of His people, 
and who receives glory from all His creatures.”2 Yet glory is not what the “Lord of Hosts” is receiving 
when we read the book of Malachi. 

The name, Lord of Hosts, is used 285 times in the Old Testament with its highest concentration in the 
prophets. And the prophet who used it the most was Malachi. Why do you think that is? First, Israel's  
joy is closely tethered to their circumstances. What they have seen as the long delay in the fulfillment 
of God’s promises has led them to doubt the loving care of the infinite God of the universe. The 
banner over Malachi of ”'I have loved you,' says the Lord” (Mal 1:2) and the repeated use of “Lord of 
Hosts” are both intended to loudly declare to Israel that God is still on his throne and is still fighting 
on their behalf. Secondly, and more importantly, Israel has forsaken the “Lord of Hosts.” Their priests, 
and thereby the people, lost their awe of God and have started to disparage, dishonor, and even 
despise his name. Malachi writes to remind Israel that, "God is the Lord of Hosts, the wonderful 
creator, ultimate authority, rightful owner, and loving king over all. He is absolutely worthy of your 
undivided loyalty and ultimate worship!” Furthermore, the message of this particular text reminds 
Israel that, the Lord of Hosts is working to fulfill his grand redemptive plan. A plan they had clearly 
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forgotten. Namely, that his name, rule, and character as the infinite, loving king will be known and 
celebrated throughout the world. This was first declared to Abraham in Genesis 12:2-3 and is echoed 
three times in Malachi 1:11 and 14.  

The people of Israel have turned on God. They see their limited, desperate circumstances and they 
blame God. They have lost sight of his greatness. His beauty is no longer astounding to them. His 
holiness is no longer humbling. His glory is no longer glorious. His grace is no longer amazing. Even 
worse, their spiritual leaders are leading the way in: 1) disrespecting and dishonoring God (vs 6), 2) 
despising and profaning God’s name (vs 6-7), 3) offering irreverent and half-hearted worship to God 
(vs 7-9), 4) serving God out of joyless obligation (vs 13), and 5) condoning the nation’s practice of 
giving God worthless, polluted, and potentially even stolen offerings (vs 13-14). 

First, God accuses the priests of dishonoring and disrespecting his name. Honor in verse 6 means to 
recognize weight and authority. While fear in verse 6 means to give reverence and respect, Richard 
Taylor rightly asserts, “‘respect' does not adequately express what God’s holiness should arouse in 
us….Respect calls for politeness and such gestures as taking off one’s hat, but fear results in awe and 
obedience.”3 Yet to Israel, the infinite God of the universe has become commonplace and small. The 
Lord of Hosts asks, “where is my honor…where is my fear?” By this question he reminds Israel and 
their spiritual leaders that they have lost sight of a greater beauty and lost perspective on the 
greatness and grace of God. 

Not only do they disrespect and dishonor God but they also “despise” his name. This word means to 
think lightly of and demean something. It is "the act of conveying insignificance or worthlessness upon 
an object, idea, or individual.”4  They do this, “By offering polluted food upon my altar.” The tense of 
the sentence stresses that they are perpetually, habitually, and consistently offering polluted food for 
the sacrifice. It is an ongoing practice. When they ask “how?”, the Lord of Hosts outlines the numerous 
ways in which their offerings are irreverent, half-hearted, and unacceptable. Their offerings are: 1) blind 
(vs 8), 2) lame or sick (vs 8), 3) taken by violence (lit. mauled or mangled, vs 13), and 4) blemished (vs 
14). These offerings are “polluted” according to God, which means they are not simply unworthy but 
contaminated and fit only to be rejected. It is clear Israel has walked away from truth and is offering 
these sacrifices knowingly, brazenly, and without a second thought. God further proves the 
insufficiency and inadequacy of their offerings when he points out that their own governor, who is 
merely an earthly ruler over a limited region for a limited time, would not even receive such offerings. 

The primary rebuke of Malachi 1:6-14 is addressed to the priests. The weight of responsibility and 
spiritual leadership lies on their shoulders. As the spiritual leaders, the priests certainly should have 
stopped the behavior outlined in this text. While there is no excuse for their actions, it is important to 
remember that the priests were representatives of the people. Exodus 19:6 clearly indicates that in 
establishing the nation of Israel they would be a “kingdom of priests” set apart unto God. It was the 
whole nation that was intended to be set apart, giving whole-hearted worship to the one true God, 
and bringing acceptable unblemished sacrifices. Yet, it is the people of Israel that are bringing “what is 
taken by violence or is lame or sick as [their] offering” (Mal 1:13). Furthermore, Malachi 1:14 indicates 
that the people have unblemished males in their flock, yet they bring what is blemished to be 



sacrificed. What these verses show is certainly the influence of spiritual leadership, but also that the 
people of Israel are complicit in all that is addressed towards the priests.  

The pinnacle piece of evidence against the nation of Israel is found in verse 13. Israel says, “What a 
weariness this is” and they “snort at it.” These words tangibly express the attitude of their hearts. They 
see the worship of God as a tiresome burden, they come to it out of joyless obligation, and they sigh 
in boredom. The Lord of Hosts responds, “Oh that there were one among you who would shut the 
doors, that you might not kindle fire on my altar in vain! I have no pleasure in you…” (Mal 1:10). God 
makes a startling claim suggesting that a closed temple would be more valuable than worthless 
worship.  

What must be their response and what is their hope? It is not by drawing further away from their 
benevolent loving king, but by repenting, returning, and remembering the God of the covenant.  
The entire text of Malachi 1:6-14 is a stinging rebuke against Israel and a call to repent. The people 
stand condemned. God says, “my name will be great among the nations.” In this phrase Israel is 
reminded of the Genesis 12:2-3 promise they have clearly forgotten. Specifically, that through 
Abraham (and thereby Israel) the nations would be blessed. In verses 11 and 14 God reminds Israel 
that his redemptive plan was never strictly about Israel. Therefore, it will not be thwarted by their 
joyless worship and disrespect. Instead, God’s name will be great “among the nations” because of His 
commitment to fulfill His redemptive plan that he set in motion beginning immediately after the fall in 
Genesis 3:15. 

Israel is rebuked, but they are also given hope. Despite their rebellion, the Lord of Hosts, the rightful 
ruler with all power will not forsake Israel, will not discard them, and will not crush them to the ground 
in achieving his redemptive plan. Instead, in verses 11 and 14 Israel is given hope in the midst of 
despair. Specifically, they are told there will be a day when the awe of God will be fully restored. 
Though they don’t see it and though they doubt it, God is the Lord of Hosts, a warrior king who is still 
working and still fighting to accomplish his redemptive plan. While the people were reluctant to give 
their best and unblemished sacrifices, God is not. He will offer his best, unblemished, and spotless 
lamb; his only son to die so that sinful man can be reconciled to a holy God.  

In this we are pointed forward to Jesus the only true and faithful priest. The only true unblemished 
sacrifice. The one who came to shut the doors of the temple to fulfill the need for a sacrifice. Jesus is 
the true and better king whose name will be celebrated and highly esteemed with joy-filled awe. Jesus 
is the only means by which every tribe and tongue and nation will be reconciled to God. And, in the 
end, Jesus will be the only one that every tribe and tongue and nation will gather round to give 
unending glory, rightful respect, and joy-filled worship.

Discussion Questions: 

1. What sin does Malachi 1:6-14 expose in the people of Israel? What sin does it expose in you, in 
your worship, in cultural Christianity?  

2. Considering verse 10, what is God really after in the sacrifices? 



3. What dangers can occur in our spiritual lives when we lose our sense of awe and wonder at God’s 
holiness and grace? 

4. What does this passage teach us about God? What does it mean that he is the Lord of Hosts? 
What attitudes and actions ought this to produce in our lives?  

5. In light of understanding God as the Lord of Hosts, what do you notice with regard to his grace in 
this passage? Have you experienced God’s grace despite your defiance? What attitude did this 
produce? 

6. Have you ever found yourself viewing the worship of God as a dry, burdensome obligation? What 
does Malachi 1:6-14 encourage us to do? What encouragement does this text offer?   

Worth Further Study: 
• Exodus 12:5; 29:1; Lev. 1:3; 22:20-22 and 25; Job 38-39; Isaiah 6:5; Isaiah 40 
• When I Don’t Desire God, John Piper 
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