
 

Text: Malachi 2:1-9 

Theme/ Big Idea: Malachi 1:6 - 2:9 is actually one long disputation against the priests. In Malachi 1:6-14 the 
Lord of Hosts confronts the spiritual leaders of Israel for dishonoring, disrespecting, and despising His name. 
Malachi 1:6-14 serves as God’s rebuke announcing that he would rather have a closed temple than their 
worthless worship. Now, in Malachi 2:1-9, God presents the consequences if they continue in their defiance 
and their hope if they repent. 

Context/ Background Information: Verse 2 is a transitional sentence from the previous rebuke of the priests. 
It is marked by the phrase “and now.” The Lord of Hosts has rebuked the priests, and therefore the people, 
for their worthless worship and polluted offerings. Now they are presented with the consequences should 
they continue in their sin. The phrase “this command” can be translated “this admonition” or “this 
instruction.” It refers to what has been said and what is about to be said. In essence, the Lord of Hosts is 
saying, "Everything I have said is true, 'and now’ if you persist and continue down this path everything I am 
about to say will be true.” In other words, “If you do not heed the instructions that I gave you in chapter 1, 
then you will suffer the curses detailed in chapter 2.”1 Speaking through the prophet Malachi, God then 
begins to outline for the priests what was originally intended among the priesthood, what will happen if they 
persist in sin, and then lays out their only hope. 

Malachi 1:5-7 indicates what was originally intended among the priesthood. These verses reference 
a “covenant with Levi.” The exact phrase, ”covenant with Levi,” is found nowhere else in the Old Testament. 
The establishment of the tribe of Levi, the Levitical priests, and the priesthood are all mentioned. Therefore, 
Malachi is likely referring to the establishment of the levitical priests outlined in Exodus 28 & 29, Leviticus 
21:16-23, Numbers 8, and Joshua 18:7. “Under the Levitical arrangements the office of the priesthood was 
limited to the tribe of Levi, and to only one family of that tribe, the family of Aaron.”2 The priests had a 
multitude of duties. Malachi 2:5-7 outlines a few of those specifically. First, according to verse 5, they were 
intended to give personal awe-filled worship to God. The Levites served metaphorically as the firstborn of the 
people of Israel dedicated unto God. Therefore, they were specifically consecrated to walk personally and 
intimately with God leading the way in worship of God. Secondly, according to verse 6 and 7, the priests 
were intended to walk closely in intimacy, integrity, and wisdom with God. Malachi 1:6 says “he walked with 
me in peace and uprightness.” Verse 7 indicates that the priests walked in integrity, that his words were true, 
that his actions matched the attitude and disposition of his heart, and that he offered wise counsel and 
guidance as a messenger of the Lord of Hosts. Third, the priests were intended to be reliable men offering 
reliable instruction. One of the primary roles of the priesthood was to remain faithful to and teach the 
commandments of God (Lev 10:11). They had been given the clear instructions of God and they were to 
communicate those instructions to God. Therefore, they needed to be trustworthy, reliable and communicate 
truthfully and reliably the message of God. Verse 6 states “true instruction was in his mouth and no wrong 
was found on his lips.” Verse 7 suggests the priests were intended to guard truth and knowledge and that the 
people were supposed to be able to rely on the priests to accurately and truthfully speak on behalf of God. 
Why? “Because he is the messenger of the Lord of Hosts.” Fourth, the priests were intended to give spiritual 
leadership. According to verse 6b the priests were intended to turn many from iniquity. They were intended 
to redirect the attention of the people away from their circumstances, lesser joys, and self-glory to the glory of 
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God. Their primary role was to continually remind the people of the greatness and grace of God. To lead the 
people to lift their eyes from sin and look to the Lord of Hosts. 

However, none of these things were occurring in Malachi 1:6-2:9. Instead, it is quite the opposite. In verse 8 
the Lord of Hosts declares, “But you have turned aside from the way. You have caused many to stumble by 
your instruction. You have corrupted the covenant of Levi.” In other words, the priests have done exactly 
opposite of what is intended. The priests no longer give personal worship and glory. Instead, they take his 
glory. The priests no longer walk in intimacy with God. Instead, they walk in independence. The priests no 
longer give reliable instruction from God. Instead, they despise the name of the Lord and deceive the people 
by their actions, attitudes, and words. The priests no longer give spiritual leadership leading others to stand in 
awe of God. Instead, they lead people astray leading them towards self-glory. 

The people of Israel, and specifically the priests of Israel, have sinned and been rebuked. Now, in Malachi 
2:2-5, God presents the consequences if they continue in their defiance. First, he indicates that their blessing 
will be turned into a curse. Specifically, the text says, “I will send the curse” (vs 2b) and “I will curse your 
blessings” (vs 2c). In Numbers 6:22-27, the priestly blessing invokes the presence of God to hover over and 
protect the people of God. It is likely that the curse upon their blessings in Mal 2:2-5 is directly related to this 
blessing in Numbers. If they persist in sin, continuing to reject the presence of God, then they will receive the 
very thing they are pursuing. They will not have the presence of God, but the opposite, the absence of 
God. In fact, they are already experiencing the fruit of abandoning God. This is what is meant by "I have 
already cursed them"(vs 2d). They have persistently refused “to take the commands of God to heart” and are 
currently experiencing the weight of brokenness and strife that results from separating from God. Secondly, 
the Lord of Hosts says that he will not receive their offerings and they will be separated from Him forever. In 
verse 3 he says their offspring will be rebuked, likely indicating their descendants will experience the same 
separation they are pursuing. The Lord of Hosts goes further saying he will spread dung on their faces and 
dung on their offerings (vs 3). This graphic language literally means he will take the fecal matter found in the 
bowels of their slain sacrifices and spread it on them and their offerings. This is not simply about humiliating 
them. Instead, it is about outwardly displaying their inward condition and revealing them as unclean and unfit 
for their role or the sanctuary. They will then experience the same result as the remnants and entrails of the 
sacrifices. They will be taken away with it (vs 3) outside the city walls to be burned (Exod 29:14; Lev 8:17). 
This emphasizes that persistence in sin will result in the permanent and radical reversal “of their elevated 
position: from the sanctuary to the dungheap!”3  

Beyond outlining their intended role and their abuses of that role, the rebuke of 1:6-14 and the outlining of 
the consequences of 2:1-9 were intended to lead to repentance and therefore make the continuation of the 
covenant with Israel and her priests possible. Both verse 1 and 4 have the conditional statements of “if you 
will not listen” and “that my covenant might stand.” Implied is the that if they will repent then the Lord will 
relent. However, if they continue in sin they will get what they want. Specifically, they will get permanent 
separation from God. This is the repeated refrain of the prophets. It also speaks to the abiding character of 
God who is steadfast in love, long-suffering in mercy, and abundant in grace. Why would God offer grace if 
they repent? They have washed their hands of him! The reason is because God has not washed his hands of 
them. Instead, he continues to offer them grace and continues with his redemptive plan. 

As mentioned, the exact phrase, ”covenant with Levi,” is found nowhere else in the Old Testament. There is, 
however, a reference to a covenant with Israel to provide a permanent future priest. It is found in Jeremiah 
33:17-18. There, God gives hope to Israel just prior to their exile in Babylon. He does so saying, “David shall 
never lack a man to sit on the throne of the house of Israel, and the Levitical priests shall never lack a man in 



my presence to offer burnt offerings, to burn grain offerings, and to make sacrifices forever.” Similar to the 
context of Malachi, in Jeremiah 33 God reminds Israel, he will not forsake them though they face exile. 
Instead, he is working through them to achieve his redemptive plan. Particularly, his plan to send his true and 
better priest, Jesus, to be a perpetual once-for-all acceptable offering before God. How does Israel know this 
will happen in Jeremiah 33? The Lord points them to the moon and the sun and his “covenant with Levi” 
saying “If you can break my covenant with the day and my covenant with the night, so that day and night will 
not come at their appointed time, then also my covenant with David my servant may be broken, so that he 
shall not have a son to reign on his throne, and my covenant with the Levitical priests my ministers (Jer 
33:20-21). What’s he saying? The Lord is declaring that his faithfulness, his covenant with Israel, his grace 
despite sin, his mercy in light of repentance, and the promise of his future permanent priest is as certain as 
the rising of the sun and the moon. If Israel can stop his covenant with the sun and the moon then they can 
stop his covenant with Israel.  

Discussion Questions: 
1. What positive priestly characteristics are identified in verses 5-7? How have these characteristics been 

corrupted because of sin (vs 8)? 
2. Why is correcting the hypocrisy of the spiritual leaders so important to God? Are there any application 

points for us today in this? 
3. Considering that those in Christ are all now priests with direct access to God (1 Peter 2:9), what can we 

learn from the positive priestly characteristics in Malachi 2:5-7 that still apply to spiritual leadership today? 
Should these characteristics apply to every follower of Christ? 

4. How does God’s rebuke of the priests in Malachi 1:6 - 2:9 actually display his grace? 
5. If God is abundantly gracious despite sin, what motivation is there to obey him? 
6. Are there any attitudes or actions that need to change in your life as a result of studying these verses? 

Consider sharing. 

Worth Further Study: 
• Exodus 28 & 29, Leviticus 21:16-23, Numbers 8 
• Spiritual Leadership, J. Oswald Sanders 
• Spiritual Leadership, Henry Blackaby 
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