
 

Text: Malachi 2:17 - You have wearied the Lord with your words. But you say, “How have we wearied 
him?” By saying, “Everyone who does evil is good in the sight of the Lord, and he delights in them.” 
Or by asking, “Where is the God of justice?” 

Theme/ Big Idea: Despite the injustice of abandoning their spouses, of worshiping foreign gods, of 
Israel questioning God’s love for them, and of abusing God’s grace, despising his name, and bringing 
him worthless sacrifices, Israel now, ironically, accuses God of injustice. 

Context/ Background Information: Malachi 2:17 begins yet another disputation in the book of 
Malachi. Remember, a disputation is a pseudo-dialogue where Malachi presents a statement, responds 
with his audience’s presumed response, and then presents the justification for the statement or 
accusation. Malachi begins, “You have wearied the Lord with your words.” Wearied can mean 
exhausted and worn out. We know that God does not wear out, nor does he grow tired or weary (Is 
40:28). Malachi is once again using powerful, creative, and illustrative language to make a point. 
Israel’s complaining, forgetfulness, rebellion, and accusations are so numerous and have occurred so 
often they have even exhausted the God of the universe…who does not grow weary or get exhausted.  

They respond defiantly, “How have we wearied him?” In other words, what have we done? Malachi 
then presents their words against them and the justification for saying they have wearied the Lord. 
Malachi answers, “By saying, ‘Everyone who does evil is good in the sight of the Lord, and he delights 
in them.’ Or by asking, ‘Where is the God of justice?’” Israel has become extremely cynical and have a 
deep misunderstanding of his timing, nature, and character. This has led them to make two very strong 
accusations against God. Israel sees the surrounding nations doing evil and getting away with it. They, 
then, look at their current circumstances and Israel’s only explanation is that either: 1) God condones 
evil or 2) God is blind and powerless to address evil.  

The first accusation makes God out to be a powerful, evil, and unjust God. They accuse him of 
endorsing evil, even delighting in it. This is tantamount to calling God himself evil. This accusation is 
clearly unfounded and forgets God’s character. Moses declared, “The Rock, his work is perfect, for all 
his ways are justice. A God of faithfulness and without iniquity, just and upright is he” (Deut 32:4). Job 
made a similar declaration, ”Of a truth, God will not do wickedly, and the Almighty will not pervert 
justice” (Job 34:12). In fact, the writer of Proverbs says that the very thing Israel accuses God of doing, 
condoning evil and condemning the righteous, is an “abomination to the Lord” (Prov 17:15). And 
what did Nebuchadnezzar proclaim when he came to his senses? “Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and 
extol and honor the King of heaven, for all his works are right and his ways are just” (Dan 4:37). 

The second accusation, that God is blind and powerless to address evil, makes God out to be 
impotent and uncaring towards their suffering. They have clearly forgotten their past and his past 
faithfulness. They have also certainly not been listening to Malachi. God graciously created Israel out 
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of nothing (Mal 1:2-5 and 2:10). God is their loving father (Mal 1:6; 2:10). This is twice referenced in 
Malachi but also repeated throughout the Old Testament. (Exod. 4:22, 23; Deut. 32:6, 18; Isa. 
63:16; 64:7). There is also the opening line and banner over the enter book of Malachi, “I have loved 
you, says the Lord” (Mal 1:2). And finally, there is the repeated emphasis made throughout the book 
of Malachi to remind Israel that their God is not just any god. Instead, he is the Lord of Hosts. He is the 
God over all gods. He is the rightful creator, owner, and king of all things. More specifically, he is 
the infinite, omnipotent God who created Israel and brings his power to bear on their behalf. 

What Israel has mislabeled as injustice is actually God’s restraining grace. They have mistaken God’s 
delay in punishing evil for a lack of care or power to do so. Israel has missed the display of God’s 
amazing grace, long suffering, and mercy seen in his delay in punishing evil. Specifically, their own evil. 
As author Tim Keller helpful puts it, “Just because you can’t see or imagine a good reason why God 
might allow something to happen doesn’t mean there can’t be one.” This ought to be Israel’s 
perspective and this ought to capture Israel’s attention. What they are asking for, justice, is actually 
something they do not want. For if God were to deal justly with mankind it would also include Israel. 
And his justice would be swift, severe, and final for rebelling against him. Instead, he shows gracious 
restraint and continues to call Israel to repentance that the nations might be blessed and his name 
proclaimed. 

Israel has accused God of injustice (endorsing evil) and being unfaithful to the covenant (not stopping 
evil from occurring in their lives). Israel has labeled God evil and announced him as impotent. They 
have clearly lost perspective and now ask “Where is the God of justice?” The answer will come in a 
way they do not expect. He has delayed his ultimate punishment, but he will not delay forever. 
Instead, as Malachi 3:1-5 announces, he is sending his messenger who will come in judgement in 
order to bring cleansing. What Israel does not yet understand is that this future “messenger of the 
covenant” is Jesus who will receive a grave injustice. As the perfect sinless one, Jesus willingly came to 
take on himself the full wrath and just judgment of God so that in and through him we who are sinful 
might be able to experience the full cleansing and righteousness of Christ (2 Cor 5:21). 

Quotes For Further Discussion: 
• “If ever a person had room to complain of injustice, it was Jesus. He was the only innocent man 

ever to be punished by God. If we stagger at the wrath of God, let us stagger at the cross. Here is 
where our astonishment should be focused. If we have cause for moral outrage, let it be directed 
at Golgotha.” —R.C. Sproul 

• “Only Christianity, of all the world’s major religions, teaches that God came to earth in Jesus Christ 
and became subject to suffering and death himself. See what this means? Yes, we do not know the 
reason God allows evil and suffering to continue, or why it is so random, but now at least we know 
what the reason is not. It cannot be that he does not love us. It cannot be that he does not care. 
He is so committed to our ultimate happiness that he was willing to plunge into the greatest 
depths of suffering himself. He understands us, he has been there, and he assures us that he has a 
plan to eventually wipe away every tear. Someone might say, “But that’s only half an answer to the 
question ‘Why?’ ” Yes, but it is the half we need.” — Timothy Keller 

Discussion Questions: 



1. Based on this text, what characteristics of God has Israel forgotten? What past acts of God’s 
faithfulness and provision has Israel forgotten? What lessons can we learn from this? What are 
the dangers in our own personal lives of forgetting his character and his past faithfulness?  

2. Israel accuses God of endorsing evil and/or being blind and powerless to address it. These are 
common objections we hear even today. How might we respond to these accusations biblically 
and with grace?  

3. Read the last two sentences of the last paragraph of background information and the quotes 
by Sproul and Keller. What hope does the cross offer with regard to suffering and evil?  

4. If you knew God was in control, that he is trustworthy, that he is working at all times for your 
good and his glory how would that affect the way you lived? If you forgot or did not know this, 
how would that affect the way that you lived? 

5. What changes in attitude does this text call for? 

Worth Further Study: 
• Genesis 45:4; 8; 50:19-20


